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The kingdom of Ishmael—that “son of a slave-girl,” that “man of 
deceit” 303 —is the last of the “four kingdoms” predicted by the Daniel 
apocalypse, and “the most difficult of them all.” 304 And yet, God 
forbid that Christendom should defeat Islam in Palestine and be again 
in the position to decide the fate of Jewry as it was in Late Roman 
times. The upsurge of anti-Jewish feelings among the Christian neighbors 
in Jerusalem, in the wake of the persecution of the Jews in the Empire by 
the Lecapenus administration, was still fresh in the minds of a Salman 
and of his contemporaries. It is this unforgettable experience that lin- 

299 Cf. al-KumisI’s “Tract,” published by Mann, JQR (N.S), XII (1921-22), 
286; Karaite Anthology, 38. 

300 Mann, “Early Karaite Bible Commentaries,” JQR (N. S.), XII (1921-22), 
519; Karaite Anthology , 39. 

301 Mann, op. cit., 519 f.; Karaite Anthology, 39. 

302 Mann, op. cit., 521; Karaite Anthology, 41. 

303 Cf. The Arabic Commentary of Salman ben Yeruhtam on the Book of Psalms 
(Chapters 42-72), published recently by L. Marwick, 5 f., 81. 

304 Ibid., 81,94 ff., 98. Cf. my comment in a review of Marwick’s edition, Hammiz- 
rah Hehadash, VIII (1957), 248. See also the bitter lament, possibly emanating from 
Salman, in the “Prayer by Salman ben Yerubam (?) the Karaite” (Hebrew), published 
by S. Assaf in Zion (O.S.), HI (1929), 88 ff. Likewise, see Salman’s comment on Eccle¬ 
siastes 9:9, as communicated by Pinsker, Likkufe, 158. 

Cf. further J. Prawer, “The Vicissitudes of the Jewish and Karaitic Quarters in 
Jerusalem during the Arabic Period” (Hebrew), Zion, XU (1947), esp. 138 ff. Prawer 
boldly reinterpreted in an anti-Muslim vein a statement by Salman which was hitherto 
understood as directed against the Christians. Prawer's interpretation necessitates, 
however, a further elucidation of some linguistic aspects and of the factual back¬ 
ground of the text (see end of note 298, above). 
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gers in the background of the sharply anti-Christian utterances scat¬ 
tered all over Salman’s biblical Commentaries. 105 

As against Daniel al-KumisI, whose political loyalty was undividedly 
dedicated to the regime of Islam, and as against Salman ben Yeruham, 
who was already disillusioned with the Caliphate, yet remained equally 
suspicious of Christian Byzantium, Yefeth ben ‘All takes a decisive 
step towards a western orientation. Yefeth, whose works later achieved 
great popularity in the Empire, is expressing the opinions of a later 
generation. That generation was already past the initial successes of 
Curcuas, the field-commander of the Lecapenus forces. It witnessed 
such stupendous successes as the liberation of Cilicia and the conquest of 
parts of Syria and Northern Mesopotamia by the great soldier-emperors. 
Yefeth finds it difficult to conceal his admiration for the Byzantine 
rulers of his time, the heirs of tile ancient Roman military tradition. 
He is genuinely impressed with the resurgent Byzantine might which 
contrasts so drastically with the lawlessness and enfeeblement of the 
decaying Caliphate. 

Times had changed. The future of the East Mediterranean world seemed 
now irretrievably intertwined with the progress of Byzantine revival. 
Employing methods common to all medieval commentators, Yefeth, we 
remember, rendered the ancient Daniel prophecy in terms which directly 
reflected contemporary events and circumstances. The most outstanding 
features of the new era, as Yefeth ben ‘Alt saw it, were the renascence 
of Rome-Byzantium and the decline of Islam. 

[“Part of potter’s clay and part of iron”!—the iron represents the Romans and 
the clay the Arabs; and this is because the Romans reigned a hundred years (?) be¬ 
fore the Arabs. Then the Arabs began to reign. But the kingdom of the Romans 
remained, as is witnessed in our own day. Now, Scripture compares the kingdom 
of the Arabs to clay, because they have neither power nor force like the Romans 
(Yefeth on Dan. 2:40). 306 


A HELPING HAND 

This admiration for Byzantium’s military and political position in the 
world, and the sense of confidence in the “Pax Byzantina” which filled 

305 The Lecapenus persecution had dangerous repercussions in Jerusalem, where 
Salman ben Yeruham and his colleagues of the Abele $iyydn Order resided. Cf. the 
text in J. Aronius, Regesten zur Geschichte der Juden im frankischen und deutschen 
Reiche, 53 f., §§123-24; F. Dolger, Regesten der Kaiserurkunden des ostrdmischen 
Reiches, I, Pt. 1, 76, § 624; B. Z. Dinaburg [Dinur], Yisrael bag-Golah, I, Bk. 1, 33; 
Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 151, No. 90. 

306 ^ A Commentary on the Book of Daniel by Jefeth ibn ‘AH the Karaite, ed. D. S. 
Margoliouth, 29, lines 8 IT.; Eng. tr., 13.; and the quotations above, 94 f. 
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the Jew at the turn of the millennium, manifested itself in a practical way 
as well. In the early years of the eleventh century the Byzantine com¬ 
munities, Rabbanite and Karaite alike, received an influx of refugees 
from Fatimid Egypt. The latter were fleeing from the sudden persecutions 
of the reputedly mad caliph, al-Hakim. 307 

Whether the newcomers integrated with the local communities or 
whether they ultimately returned to Egypt after the religious restrictions 
were removed, is still open to question. The principle, however, remains: 
there was a general confidence in Byzantine stability, and that confidence 
extended far beyond the Empire proper. 3 07a 

The position of early Byzantine Karaism within the context of general 
Jewish history should now be fairly clear. The momentous upheavals 
of the tenth century caused the economic and political map of the Near 
East to assume new dimensions. In the general movement of popula¬ 
tions and the ensuing shift of political allegiances, the Jews were swept 
along by the tide. The Karaites, as an integral part of the Jewish 
people, shared the same destiny. 

307 On the anti-Christian and anti-Jewish discrimination by the Fatimid caliph 
al-Hakim see Yahya, 260 f., 279 ff., 303 f.; Bar-Hebraeus, 184 f. Cf. also, in general, S. 
Lane-Poole, History of Egypt in the Middle Ages, 126 1'.; S. de Sacy, Expose de la 
religion des Druzes, I, ccclxviii; J. Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine, I, 32 ff. Yahya 
states, 311, that in 1013 al-Hakim permitted many Christians and Jews to leave the 
country for Byzantine territories and to take along with them their families and 
property. 

It seems that Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 185, puts unnecessary stress on Yabya’s 
subsequent report in which only the emigration of Christians is mentioned. 
Incidentally, Bar-Hebraeus also, 184 f., mentions the Jews neither in connection 
with the reported emigration nor with reference to the return of the 6migr6s after 
the discriminatory legislation was rescinded. The only source which clearly includes the 
Jews among the emigrants to Byzantium is that utilized by H. F. Wustenfeld, Geschichte 
der Fatimiden-Chalifen nach arabischen Quellen, in Abhandlungen der koniglichen 
Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen, XXVII (1881), 114 f.; Starr, op. cit., 
184, No. 126 (the reference given there is to be corrected!) 

The fate of the Karaites under al-Hakim’s reign was not different from that of their 
Rabbanite neighbors. Thus, a Karaite synagogue in Fusfat is known to have been 
demolished by the decree of the caliph. See R. Gottheil, “An Eleventh-century Docu¬ 
ment Concerning a Cairo Synagogue,” JQR (O.S.), XIX (1906-7), 467 If., esp. 511 f. 

J°7a That confidence apparently did not diminish even more than a century later, 
notwithstanding the revolutionary changes which occurred meantime on the interna¬ 
tional scene. The emigration movement of Egyptian Jews to Byzantium still found 
enthusiastic followers in the twelfth century. Cf. the text published most recently 
by Goitein and cited above, 117, note 107a. 

It may also be of interest to note that the emperor’s Jewish physician in the 
1160’s was known as R. Solomon “the Egyptian.” Cf. the testimony of Benja¬ 
min of Tudela, as quoted above, 145, note 221. 
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Yet, while the Karaites’ part in the process was undoubtedly small 
when measured in absolute figures, the lasting effect of that process on 
the future of Karaism exceeded by far the numerical share of the 
Karaites in it. For to the Rabbanites such migrations brought merely 
an increase in population and a rehabilitation of the existing communities 
which had been depleted earlier by the anti-Jewish policy of Romanus 
Lecapenus. To the Karaites these migrations meant the founding of 
new communities in a new homeland and the unfolding of a fresh 
and significant chapter in their history. 



CHAPTER IV 


THE EARLY STEPS 

H aving followed early Byzantine Karaite be g i nn i n gs as part 
of the general trend of Jewish experience, we may now turn 
our attention to the more unique aspects of sectarian Jewish 
development on Byzantine soil. Unlike their Rabbanite compatriots, 
the Karaites were at the very outset confronted with serious problems 
of adjustment. 

The Rabbanites had a long history of unbroken settlement in the 
Empire. Their roots were firm, their modes of life well-defined. They 
could easily absorb the new Rabbanite settlers, who were now arriving 
in Byzantine territory from the newly conquered eastern provinces, 
and integrate them within the framework of existing institutions. On 
the other hand, the Karaite immig rants found no hosts of their own 
creed to welcome them and had no precedents which they could follow; 
there was no organized Karaism in Byzantium prior to their arrival. 

Thus, the three or four generations, from the 70’s of the tenth century 
until some time before the middle of the eleventh century, mark the 
early formative years of Byzantine Karaism. This was a period of ter¬ 
ritorial penetration and settlement, of growth and persistent strengthen¬ 
ing of roots in the new land, of integration in the country’s economy. 

SETTLEMENT OF MERCHANTS 

The circumstances under which Karaite settlements began appearing 
on Byzantine soil decided perforce the initial economic outlook of 
Karaism in the Empire. In spite of our earlier stress on Rabbanite- 
Karaite similarity of economic endeavor, 1 it is fair to assume that the 
first handfuls of immigrants who drifted inland from the once-Islamic 
provinces of the East were predominantly, if not exclusively, composed 
of merchants. We recall that the earliest document in which one of the 
settlements (Attaleia) is mentioned, was quite explicit on this point. 2 

1 See above, 44 ff. 

2 Cf. 46 ff., above. 
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Not only was the very writing of the document prompted by a piratical 
attack on a merchant-vessel carrying Karaites and Rabbanites across 
the Mediterranean; but the Jewish passengers who fell into captivity 
are clearly designated as sobarim, i.e., traders. 3 

International trade must have been a lucrative business indeed, if, 
as we gather from several corroborating Genizah epistles, 4 Jewish mer¬ 
chants braved the hazards of sea voyage and defied the dangers of 
Muslim piracy to cover the distance between the Byzantine shore and 
Egyptian ports. It is to be presupposed, too, that participation in such 
trade required the possession of considerable capital, both for invest¬ 
ment in merchandise and for coverage of risks incurred by the voyage. 
This frequently necessitated the pooling of resources by several merchants. 
The profit would, of course, be divided correspondingly. 5 In addi¬ 
tion, governmental monopoly 6 and “trust”-like practices of big land- 
owners and businessmen often piled up insurmountable difficulties in 
the path of the lesser merchants. 7 

In brief: The assumption is inevitable that the early Karaites who 
settled in Byzantium were merchants of considerable means. This im¬ 
portant point should not be lost sight of when speculating on the sub¬ 
sequent ramification of Karaite economy in the Empire. 

ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION 

The wealth and the broad commercial enterprise of the first Karaite 
merchant groups which settled alongside the old Rabbanite communities 

3 Above, 47, note 56: h’Vbik pi? >jsis BnniB trim’ n»a». 

4 Cf. the texts assembled and translated by Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 186 f. 
and 190 ff., Nos. 128, 129, 132, 133. 

5 Cf. the comment on Job 40:30 in the printed section of the Byzantine Karaite 
Sefer ha-‘Osher on Job, lib: ran maai mint) onl> tria/iM tinmen anus ;anan vbv na’ 
nmi’a mp^mn nnin nanm mn. On such purchasing pools in Byzantium, especially by 
"aliens,” i.e., those living outside the capital or originating from the East, see Macri, 
V Organisation de t’iconomie urbaine dans Byzance, 61 ff. 

6 While the characterization of Byzantium by Nicole, the editor of the Book of 
Prefect, as “paradis du monopole et du privilege,” may be exaggerated, governmental 
monopoly and controls were no doubt an outstanding feature of the Empire’s economic 
policy. Cf. Macri, op. cit., 18 ff., 36, 49 f„ 55 ff., etc.; Bratianu, Etudes byzantines 
d’histoire iconomique et sociale, 136 ff.; S. Katz, “Some Aspects of Economic Life in 
the Byzantine Empire,” Pacific Historical Review, VII (1938), 33 f.; Ostrogorsky, 
Ceschichte des byz. Staates , 17 ff., 203 f. 

7 Cf. Sefer ha-Osher on Ezekiel, 9c. Commenting on Ez. 34:17, 21, the Byzantine 
compiler selects the following: nnsm ’!>»a is nnniBm auid!>pb ’!>»a Bn >B’n/i#n D*i”nn 
»nit in Bn’pun fisrinn t |naai isa ...nvnV m:pi> nn!»u!> wi* ttln nrnnoi> teen* am nnsren 
nnwnnoa nn«utl> nan’ k(>i n«i»n d» nr ina w»’ pm. 
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must have been conducive to the speedy inauguration in the new locale 
of such variegated socio-economic services and activities as naturally 
develop in an organized and well-to-do settlement. Thus the clusters of 
traders were soon followed by other immigrants—relatives, close and 
distant, or just “Landsleute”—from different walks of life. There arrived 
artisans, laborers, peddlers, religious officials and teachers. In the course 
of a generation or two, the economic picture of the Karaite groups in 
Byzantium automatically assumed close resemblance to that of their 
native Rabbanite neighbors, whose number also swelled considerably 
through a corresponding influx of Rabbanite immigrants. 

Unfortunately, we possess only the record of military events of that 
period. So little is known of the internal conditions in the Empire dur¬ 
ing those years that historians regard the reigns of Basil II and his bro¬ 
ther Constantine VIII as the most obscure chapter in the inner history 
of the Byzantine Empire. 8 As it happens, precisely the span of time 
which these two reigns embraced (976—1028) is crucial for early Karaite 
history in Byzantium. In corresponds exactly to the period which ex¬ 
tended from the probable establishment of the first Karaite settlement 
in the Empire, following the great conquests of Nicephor and Tzimiskes, 
until the appearance of the first documentary record of Karaites in 
Attaleia. 

In view of the general obscurity of the period, the lack of data on a 
group largely inarticulate and numerically insignificant comes as no 
surprise. Moreover, the Karaites were outwardly indistinguishable 
from the Rabbanites (themselves never numerous in Byzantium 9 nor 
particularly creative there in the cultural field). 10 

And yet, a few references to the economic pursuits of Byzantine 
Karaites could perhaps be culled from the Karaite literature at our dis¬ 
posal. These references will be offered here reluctantly and with the 
strongest of qualifications. Contained in biblical commentaries or in a 
legalistic dissertation, such material must be used with utmost caution, 

8 See J. B. Bury, “Roman Emperors from Basil II to Isaac Komnenos,” Selected 
Essays, 127 (reprinted from English Historical Review, TV [1889]); Schlumberger, 
L’Epopie byzantine, I, Introd., iii and notes (quoting Finlay), and esp. 328 f. 
(quoting Gibbon). 

9 See above, 160. 

10 Cf. Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 78 f., where the problem of the apparent 
mediocrity of Jewish cultural achievements in Byzantium is posed and left unanswered. 
My own evaluation of Jewish creativity in the Empire will be expounded elsewhere, 
in connection with my general presentation of Byzantine Jewish history (from the 
Arab conquests to the Crusades) which is due to appear in the near future. 
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lest its frequently theoretical character is mistaken for an indication of 
concrete cases from life itself. Moreover, in view of the eclectic nature 
of Byzantine Karaite compositions in general, an economic detail, copied 
in Byzantium from an earlier (unpublished) book which was created 
in a different (Islamic) environment, may erroneously be interpreted 
as reflecting the new (Byzantine) scene. Still, considering the general 
paucity of sources, we cannot afford to reject unconditionally even such 
admittedly dubious evidence. 11 

ON SEA AND SEASHORE 

International trade and its inevitable corollary, travel, are indirectly 
attested to in Byzantine Karaite literature through the religious pro¬ 
blems that they posed to the Karaite merchant. The frequent sea voyages 
on the Byzantium-Egypt route, and, to some extent, also the almost daily 
necessity to cross the Strait in order to reach the center of Constantinople 
and the city’s markets from, say, the seat of the Jewish guild at Pera, 12 
made the constant reminder of the prohibition of travel on the Lord’s 
day more imperative than ever. 

Thus, Karaite legislators deemed it necessary to reiterate and explain 
to their flock that travel on a Sabbath comes under the general interdic¬ 
tion of work on that day, since it forms part of the regular duties of 
a merchant. 

Sea voyage and land travel on horseback resemble each other in respect to the 
action involved. The first is part of the activity of merchants and seamen; the other, 
too, is the work of merchants and travelers on the road. As for the first, this is precisely 
what the Scriptures meant by saying, “They that go down to the sea in ships, that 
do business in great waters” (Psalms 107:23). On the other hand, riding on horseback 

11 For an example of an erroneous inference from a passage in Sefer ha-'Osher, which 
later proved, to be a mere translation from the Arabic text of Yefeth ben ‘All, see 
above, 30 f., note 9. Yet, the eclectic nature of these sources is to a certain extent 
advantageous in our case. Though compiled at the end of the eleventh or as late as 
the middle of the twelfth century, the material at hand very frequently reflects much 
earlier situations. 

Of the Karaite sources about to be cited, one is Jacob ben Reuben’s Sefer ha-Osher, 
of which the Jeremiah-Chronicles section (with the exception of Psalms) was published 
by the Karaite press at Gozlow in 1836. The hitherto unpublished part, covering the 
whole Pentateuch and the Joshua-Isaiah section, is contained in the Leiden MS 
Warner No. 8, and will be cited from a photostatic copy of the manuscript. Since the 
book is now being prepared for print (by L. Marwick, who was good enough to lend 
me his photostats), only a few of the references will be quoted here in extenso. The 
other source is Yehudah Hadassi’s Eshkol hak-Kofer, published in Gozlow also in 
1836. (Cf. on these publications above, 28, note 5, and 30, note 8 [under §3].) 

12 See our quotation from Benjamin’s Itinerary, above, 144, note 221, and 146. 
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is the job of warriors and merchants, wherefore it comes under the scriptural inter¬ 
diction, “Thou shalt not do any manner of work” on your Holy Day (Ex. 20:10). 13 

When, however, by force of circumstances, the merchant had to stay 
on a sea- or river-going vessel during the Sabbath, he was under obli¬ 
gation to refrain from moving objects on the ship from one place to 
another. Nor was he allowed to draw water from the sea or river for 
personal use. 14 A prolonged sea voyage could, further, make the Jewish 
merchant forget the exact date of the Sabbath or of a holiday. Opinions 
were divided on what was the best procedure to follow in such a case. 15 

Ritual slaughter (shefritah) on a ship was another problem, since there 
was no dirt available to cover up the blood of the animal, as required 
by Law. Necessity forced the Karaites to follow here the practice of 
the more experienced Rabbanites and, in general, to yield to the reali¬ 
ties of life under the novel conditions. 1 6 

This intimate relationship with the sea, which developed both through 
commercial voyages and as result of settlement on the seashore, left an 
imprint on the Karaite settler. He became quite an expert on fish, learned 
to remember their habits and knew their names in Greek. 17 When 
reading in the Bible on the ship-building enterprise of Noah, he under- 


13 Cf. Hadassi, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 56b, Alphabet 149: maa in bw ni’BO 5s bin aam bn 
snsa...niap’inpa’aanf”pmnaisina’5nDipa bni :i 5 mia nap dv i»5s Kia’ n5p nsi5 DMtai 
5 bn .inaap naPN n5ion mi uiipi Kin dun nsin map5 n 5 ’a inawn B’a rmm o:n’ on onto 
Dion na’ana nm na’a-i ’a .i5 hdn mam nm "|t np man "pninap w ia nips inn 5 ’ppa bn 
-ibnp man :"|’aTi ’a5ini maun mmo naN5a in om ommo naN5a it :i55sb i 5 nan npa’a 
n 5 man nnn Nini /mmom nan5an ’p:n nast^aa awion na’an .[ami B’aa=] n-a naK5a ’Pis 
-|Pnp oi’a [naN5a 5a=] a"a npsn. (The 2nd Pers. Sing. Masc. endings at the conclusion 
of each of the above-quoted phrases, as well as in all other alphabetical acrostics 
forming the chapters of Eshkol hak-Kofer, have no bearing whatsoever on the content 
of the text. They are a regular mannerism of Hadassi who, in exaggeration of the 
then prevalent conception of correct prose-writing, arbitrarily made all the phrases 
of his lengthy encyclopedia rhyme in T| -, i.e., 2nd Pers. Sing. Masc. It may well be 
remembered that the great and truly poetic “Zionide” of Yehudah Hallevi employs 
the 2nd Pers. Plur. Fern, ending as the uniform rhyme of all its stanzas.) 

14 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 56a, Alphabet 147: ansi ’5a pap> wi inpmp nvmai D’B’ maw 
aawa maipaa pm Tin p D’B nnp>5 a’ m5p5 in aip>a5 aipaa aii’5a 5b5b5i a’ m5p5 an5 hck 
-|n”npa nnmp5 in -|dui -|ud fini5 in. 

15 Cf. the hitherto unpublished section of Sefer ha-'Osher on Deuteronomy 4:2, 
Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 81a: n5i napn ai’5 navi na’ooa P’Kn nm bn [ibn bn=] k-N 
ia5 Ninp 'K Bi’ nap’ anpm .nponoa imnp ni’a 5oa5 am [mNi=] 'M .-ma dni aim bn sr> 
nwa5 B”p ’a nap’i n’B’ a in 'a map’ [o’iniN= I 'N P’i .aim miN 5n ntna. 

16 See the unpublished Leviticus section of Sefer ha-Osher on Lev. 17:13, Leiden 
MS Warner No. 8, 47b f.: anp’ -ids bp j’ni ni’Doa unP’P ’a ’a 'ua-in man nspa i-nm 
m5’aN loan moa n5i onp bni ... nnN ids ’a ':p mNn ids a woa’i waa. 

17 Cf., for instance, the discussion on Lev. 11:9 in Sefer ha-‘Osher, Leiden 
MS Warner No. 8, 39b. 
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stood the technical details given by the Scriptures in terms of his own 
observation of actual work in ship-building or ship-repair. 18 Also, pos¬ 
sibly on the basis of local experience, he found it quite natural to ascribe 
the wealth of the biblical tribe of Zebulun to treasures from shipwrecks 
off the Zebulun coast. 19 Finally, he also developed a taste for a good 
sailor story and eagerly listened to accounts of fabulous lands and won¬ 
ders beyond the seas, said to have been told by adventurous seamen 
returning to Constantinople. 20 

TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

The diversification of the socio-economic structure of Byzantine Karaism 
came as the natural result of influx of immigrants of different profes¬ 
sions who followed the first Karaite merchant groups into Byzantine 
coastal cities. Some native Jews from various walks of life also joined 
the sect, enlarging thereby the social and economic range of Byzantine 
Karaism and opening new possibilities of work and trade to the new¬ 
comers. Gradually, many of the new immigrants entered industries in 
which the local (Rabbanite) Jews were long established, such as textile 21 
and leather. 22 

The Karaites’ share in the textile industry is attested to by Karaite 
literature when discussing legal-religious problems involved therein. 
Explicitly mentioned are weaving 23 and dyeing of linen, of wool and 
silk. 24 Of course, the halakhic questions proper with which Byzantine 

la Ibid., 4a, on Gen. 6:14. Cf. also ibid., 152b, on Isaiah 33:21. In the latter instance 
the distinction is made between a “mighty fleet” and e't? >jh, which is being explained 
here as a smaller cruising force and translated (in Hebrew transliteration) as 
yakwa. Indeed, this term—“swordfish” in Byzantine Greek—appears for the first 
time in the Tactics of Leo VI in the meaning of an auxiliary warcraft. It then passed 
to Western Europe in the form of the “galley.” Cf. Lopez, in Relazioni (of the Tenth 
International Congress of Historical Sciences, 1955), III, 162. 

19 Sefer ha-'Osher on Deut. 33:19, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 103a. 

20 Cf. the lengthy story on the fabulous land of dwarfs, in Eshkol hak-Kofer, 29d f.. 
Alphabet 60, whereupon HadassI adds: HinatMPip ’»n nan nnip Bin mai amt P'ki 
inn^an’awv !>a!> aeon nvn am u)>ni warn ...Dana t>ia» innso w!>jn. For the sources of 
some of Hadassfs fables as well as of the story just quoted, see A. Scheiber, “Elements 
fabuleux dans l’Eshkol Hakofer,” REJ, CVIII (=N.S., VIII, 1948), 41 ff. 

21 Cf. Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 28 f., and the regesta thereto. 

22 Ibid., 29. Cf. also Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, IV, 166 ff. 
(and notes). 

21 Sefer ha-'Osher on Lev. 11:32, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 40b, in connection 
with ritual impurity attaching to woven material. 

24 Ibid., 30a, on Ex. 25:4. In this connection it is perhaps worth while to cite a brief 
reference to embroidery, and to designing patterns on woven stuff. The latter job 
seems to have been the exclusive domain of Christian craftsmen, possibly because 
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Karaite authorities were preoccupied in this connection are of import¬ 
ance in our context only insofar as their treatment shows consideration 
for realities of the Byzantine scene. 

Thus, discussing the practical implications of the biblical prohibition 
of sha‘atnez (i.e., two kinds of stuff in one garment), Byzantine Karaite 
legislators declared: “We may make and sell sha'afttez but we are not 
allowed to wear it ourselves.” 25 To be sure, even this last clause was 
eventually eased by some lawmakers. 26 The rule applied not only to 
wool and linen, which are explicitly mentioned in the Scriptures, but 
to silk as well 27 

of the frequently churchly theme of the design. Commenting on Ex. 38:23, 
Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 33b f., Jacob explains: b i p ’ in nv>' nansn ] a /opm 
onna D ■> i s n l m i ’ ’ s ’ *i» r. Cf. also ibid., 30b ff., on Ex. 28, where Greek terms 
in embroidery and in wearing apparel are given. 

25 Ibid., 92b, on Dept. 21:11. The same principle is explicitly stated even by 

the conservative Yehudah HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 92a, Alphabet 241: !>a 

nmpia a(n kw non :...-ixv>b n m n b 'm’aai oxmpi 'nr-im on«®n :non naa 

■p» jnnvn.The extent to which this legal support of Jewish textile industry by Byzantine 
Karaite lawmakers (and probably also by their Palestinian mentors) differs from the 
original Karaite legislation concerning sha'afttez can be gauged from a comparison 
of our texts with the Book of Precepts by ‘Anan ben David in eighth-century Babylonia. 
Cf. Harkavy’s edition, Studieti und Mittheilungen, VIII, 5 f.: n!>y’ r(> anai 

n’i»Ki .Kan(> Ramn m'» n»(» ntn rH utor ’r arnaa ’irh ’ri /Tibsw mna(> von toj an’aa 
»bj 'i'ins ]'ia»i 'rbi nnat'B) t !> -n o r n j r i ■pnai’ /•piw n!>»’ r!>] wi>a 
1 n' a a m n n i'OR. 

26 Sefer ha-'Osher on Lev. 19:19, Leiden MS Warner No. 8,50b: dk=] r*r ... mb#® 
pRi ...ib:’ 'rj .rjosur am© nan bv aaw’® -uron r*r .-ura' [ibk3=] -rj .nnurol> uran [ibr 
wir vzbb -lira’ Dvuram -pan ]B rww uan »a «p(»n. This, however, is not the opinion of 
Hadassi. Cf. his Eshkol hak-Kofer, 92a, Alphabet 241. 

Of course, one could argue that Hadassi’s stand on the matter is consistent with his 
general tendency toward a more stringent observance of the letter of law. This tendency 
stemmed from both his personal piety and the revivalist trend of the twelfth century. 
Yet, it seems, that Hadassi lacks, in the present case the usual exhortative vigor 
characteristic of other parts of his book. The impression is gained that his pronounce¬ 
ment was neither designed to nor does it actually reflect the sha'afttez situation in 
the Karaite camp in Byzantium. Rather, the stereotype restatement of the old Karaite 
view on the matter was called upon to support Hadassi’s polemic against the Rabbanites 
in a different problem altogether. As is well known, the Karaites denounced also the 
Rabbanite use of jifith (=ritual fringes) as sha'afnez pure and simple. Indeed, the 
whole of Alphabet 241 of Eshkol hak-Kofer, as well as the adjacent chapter, are 
devoted to a refutation of the Rabbanite legislation governing fifith. Thus, Hadassfs 
strict reiteration of the general principle of sha'afttez, as expounded by the old school 
and neglected in his own time and country, was intended merely to serve as background 
for his anti-Rabbanite polemics on the subject of fifith. It hardly bears witness to the 
twelfth-century Karaite position on the observance of sha'afttez proper in 
Byzantium. 

27 Cf. Sefer ha-'Osher on Lev. 19:19, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 50b. The Karaites 
utilized here the peculiar “etymology” of the term sha'afttez as offered by ‘Anan in 
his Book of Precepts, ed. Harkavy, Studieti und Mittheilungen, VIII, 5. According 
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Of course, chances are that this liberalizing trend was initiated even 
earlier, in Palestine, under the great authorities whom the Byzantine 
Karaite leaders regarded as their masters. This will be clarified only 
after the earlier (Palestinian Arabic) texts are published. At any rate, 
the needs arising from the Byzantine conditions were served well by 
adopting this liberal legislation. 

TANNERS 

There is also no doubt about Karaite participation in the tanning of 
hides, an occupation reported by Benjamin of Tudela as pursued by 
what seems to have been a regular Jewish guild in Constantinople; 
it caused ill feeling toward the Jews among the Gentile inhabitants 
of the place on account of the filth and bad odor it brought to the 
neighborhood. 28 Also in this case the Karaite share in the profession 

to \Anan, the word consists of two roots (talmudic exposition discerns in it three 
roots). The first part denotes the animal element, the other denotes a plant living on 
water. Thus the mingling of wool with flax is sha‘af(ah) plus noz(lim), hence 
sha'afnez. Through this etymology silk could be included under the “animal 
element.” What seems to be a description of the silkworm culture is given by Hadassi, 
Eshkol hak-Kofer, 24b, Alphabets 42-43. 

28 Cf. above, 141 (and notes), 142, 144 f. (note 221), 145; Starr, Jews in the Byz. 
Empire, 29, and 231, No. 182. 

In this connection attention should be drawn to an overlooked passage in the 
Book of Prefect (XIV, 2) which deals with the leatherworkers’ guilds in the capital. 
As a rule, every guild had an exarch for a director. The number of exarchoi (or pros- 
tatai) did not exactly correspond to the number of organized professions. The nature 
of certain trades or crafts made it imperative to subdivide them into “precinct” guilds, 
with separate directors for each section of the city. 

On the other hand, however, one case is mentioned in which a single exarch was 
to represent more than one professional grouping. This precise example is given in 
connection with the tanners. While the law explicitly acknowledged the professional 
distinction between leathercutters, softeners and tanners, it subjected the latter to 
the exarch and the assessors of the softeners’ guild. The following is the language 
of the law in Boak’s translation ( Journal of Economic and Business History, I [1928-29], 
614): “The leathercutters shall not form a single guild with those who soften the 
hides, but shall have their own chief appointed by the Prefect’s council. So, too, 
the softeners. These latter shall work with the leathercutters, but shall work the goods 
supplied by the tanners, who shall prepare the hides used for shoes and not for wagon 
harness. The tanners shall have a separate organization, seeing that they work with 
green hides, although they are under the same chief and are subject to the same assessor, 
for there is a distinction between them. The former are called softeners, but the latter 
tanners.” Cf. also Macri, VOrganisation de Viconomie urbaine dans Byzance, 73 f. 
This is, incidentally, the only instance expressly cited by the EnaQxixov BipXlov of 
a separate division within a broader guild with no separate representation. 

It seems to me a fair guess that the law has translated here into legal terms a specific 
situation, viz. the exclusively Jewish membership of the tanning profession. Without 
mentioning the reason, the law has deprived the tanners of Constantinople of inde- 
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is indirectly revealed by our sources in connection with its religious-legal 
implications. 

One of the problems was, again, that of the Sabbath rest: would the 
leaving of hides in the processing solution during the Sabbath mean 
that work on these hides is continuing on the Lord’s day? 29 The main 
question, however, was that of tanning the skins of ritually unclean 
animals and of the possible change in their status as result of tanning 
or dyeing. It seems that in this case the Karaites were more stringent 
than some of the Rabbanites. 30 Again, the problem as such had been 
taken up by earlier authorities also. 31 Still, its strong recurrence in the 
context of Byzantine economy is very instructive. 

Apart from the references to the “traditionally Jewish” occupations 
in Byzantium, there are indications of a variety of other jobs which 
Byzantine Karaites may have been performing. At any rate, the sect¬ 
aries appear to have been extraordinarily well informed about some of 
them. This we learn from the rich list of Greek names for work tools 
as well as from the abundant technical terms in Greek that can be culled 
from Jacob ben Reuben’s Seferha-Osher. Even though the texts themselves 
have been taken over from older (non-Byzantine) sources, the appended 
Greek equivalents of the original Hebrew or Arabic terms are ample 
proof of a living interest and of professional familiarity on the part of 
Byzantine Karaites with the objects involved. There is, further, the 

pendent representation because of their Jewishness. While admitting their separateness, 
it made them dependent for all practical purposes on the bureaucratic machine of 
the softeners’ guild. This conclusion modifies perforce the picture postulated by 
Lopez (cf. above, 143, end of note 213). Assuming that no Jewish guilds are men¬ 
tioned in Byzantium in the tenth century and in the Book of Prefect, Lopez dated 
the earliest governmental toleration of a Jewish guild in the reign of the Com- 
neni. For the Jewish guild of tanners in Constantinople under the Palaeologoi, see 
Starr, Romania, 28 ff. 

29 Hadassi, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 55a, Alphabet 145, lists dyeing and tanning among 
the kinds of work specifically prohibited on the Sabbath. The problem under considera¬ 
tion was, of course, not that of an actual performance of the work on the Sabbath 
but of the permissibility of leaving the hides on Friday evening in the midst of the 
tanning process for the next 24 hours: fainai nSaa ma®ia mum. 

30 Cf. Seferha-Osheron'Lev. 11:8, MS Leiden Warner No. 8,39a: 'att.isan snSaaai 
omnan S» »nsna naS n»n nvn bk .nr S» *nnam .assn -itsai n» nxa»p nun ton nSai ’a ti’aam 
nrron nmas S« "ynx na [ro’saxn n«] am« ijSk®i ... mnn roan ’jaopnpn laan ... tnSaa 
nttaona toxin mmaxn ’a maann 'atn...nn mana na n®ana la nvp t<S® -tv [na«i=] 'ri 
[ na»a=] '»a nam nrS nw ttS® ntni .emu mnua on San nattSa mSaa S® mnsn [>»>=] '#> 
d’jbikb lain Si; nnntaa nvnS pm ttS ms’axn ’a mi .amnai S». 

31 Ibid., where the opinion of the tenth-century Rirkisani is followed. There also 
(in a line which we did nor reproduce in the previous note) the somewhat ambiguous 
statement of ‘Anan and his school is interpreted to conform with the later Karaite 
view. 
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fairly technical explanation (in Jacob’s Commentary on the Pentateuch) 
of the building of the Tabernacle, or the minute description of the 
Temple of Solomon (in Jacob’s Commentary on Kings). These comments, 
apart from displaying a wealth of technical knowledge, are again provided 
with ample Greek glosses. Now, in view of the high standard of technolo¬ 
gy in the Byzantine Empire, which evoked the praise and admiration of 
all visitors to the capital, familiarity with technical details on the part 
of Byzantine Karaite readers should not at all be surprising. Still, 
chances are that the material at hand not only points to a theoretical 
acquaintance with the techniques in question, but indicates actual 
participation in various building jobs and in technical professions. 32 
On one occassion, for instance, a realistic description is given of a 
goldsmith’s technique. 33 

In addition to the industrial occupations listed above, occasional 
reference is made in the Karaite sources to various service jobs. Mentioned 
are doormen, vineyard watchmen, maintenance-men of baths, interpre¬ 
ters, etc. Preachers, teachers and synagogue sextons close the list.34 


OWNERSHIP OF REAL ESTATE 

The deficiencies of the Roman credit system and the low rate of interest 
on loans made moneylending in Byzantium an unrewarding business. 
Moreover, unlike Western Europe, the general population of the 
Empire did not need to depend on the banking services of non-Christians. 
Not only was interest-bearing credit officially sanctioned and the rate 
of interest legally fixed and supervised, but the government itself actively 


12 The compilation of a complete glossary of Greek terms used by Jacob ben Reuben 
and the linguistic investigation connected therewith will have to be left, of Course, 
to the specialist in the field. It is to be hoped that L. Marwick, who is preparing a 
critical edition of Sefer ha-‘Osher, will append such a comprehensive glossary to the 
text proper. See additional remarks on Jacob’s Greek glosses further on in this 
chapter, 196 ff. 

31 Sefer ha-Osher on Exodus, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 33b: B’Wis i’n ’a mn' 
[tpoa] pxona wik in’®’ npn’P iron tra ina mm [fW>a :V*s] V’Vsa msaa aniV D’nann 
ppna inia» n» >0’tnpn inw o’»pnaB pop P’Doa win mani. 

34 Cf., for instance, Sefer ha-Osher on Exodus, Leiden MS Warner No. 8,25b f.; on 
Leviticus, 55a; on Deuteronomy, 94a. Cf. also Hadassi’s Eshkol hak-Kofer, 55c ff.. 
Alphabets 147-49. With regard to the latter source, it is important to note that (in 
his discussion of the Sabbath laws) Hadassi enumerates the above jobs in addition to 
the standard list of 39 kinds of work that are prohibited on the Lord’s day. The fact 
that the Byzantine Karaite leader considered it vital to mention specifically some 
additional professions seems to point to the actual diffusion of these professions 
among his coreligionists in the Empire. 
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participated in the banking business. In fact, the edicts of Nicephor 
I (802-11) and of Basil I (867-86), prohibiting moneylending on interest, 
turned banking into a state monopoly and raised the rate of interest 
from a maximum of 4 to 8 percent under Justinian to 16.66 percent 
under Nicephor. 35 On the other hand, the rigid system of controls 
and state monopolies which governed Byzantine economy made diversion 
of surplus private capital into industry an uninviting venture, also. 
The most secure and profitable of all investments was the acquisition 
of land and other immovable property. 3 ^ 

It is to be assumed that, with the increase of Karaite population and 
its subsequent socio-economic diversification, the acquisition of real 
estate in the urban areas by the well-to-do members of the sect became 
a sound proposition. The acquired property would be rented out to 
new settlers or to old-timers whose financial standing premitted them 
to leave their overcrowded quarters or warranted a change in business 
locale: Rural property was also sought after. Fields, and especially 
vineyards adjoining the city, would be purchased and leased to sharecrop¬ 
pers. With the rising interest in landed estate, even beasts of work and 
of burden seemed to have been a good investment, for they could be 
hired out for regular and seasonal work. 37 

Again, we do not possess a single Byzantine Karaite deed of sale or a 
lease-contract mentioning Karaite owners or tenants. 38 Nor do we have 
concrete literary evidence mentioning specific persons of Karaite creed 
and their property, in a manner similar to, say, the Rabbanite family- 
chronicle of Ahima‘as. 39 But the discussions in Byzantine Karaite 
literature of religious-legal problems arising from such ownership may 
reveal to us indirectly the general situation. 

Thus, Karaites are enjoined to refrain from charging rent for the use 
on Sabbaths and holidays of apartments, dwelling houses, shops, baths 

35 Cf. Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 34; S. Katz, “Some Aspects of Economic 
Life in the Byz. Empire,” Pacific Historical Review, VII (1938), 33 f.; Ostrogorsky, 
Geschichte des byz. Staates, 153 f. For details on the interest rate and its relation to 
the monetary changes in the Empire, cf. Ostrogorsky’s note 1 to p. 154. These data 
were most recently utilized by Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, IV, 198, 
when describing the general share of Jews in moneylending in the High Middle Ages. 

36 Katz, op. cit. 

37 See the passages quoted below, notes 40-43. 

38 Cf., for instance, the documentary material relating to the Rabbanites, in Starr, 
Jews in the Byz. Empire, 194, Nos. 137-38. 

39 Cf. Megillath Ahima'aj (ed. Klar), 36, where Amittay is reported to have retired 
“one day to his vineyard, his estate outside the town.” See Starr, op. cit., 141 f., No. 81. 
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and mills belonging to them. 40 This limitation is explicitly waived with 
respect to Gentile sharecroppers on Jewish land. 41 Significantly, there 
recurs the persistent admonition not to use partnerships with Gentiles 
as a legal subterfuge for sharing in profits that have been earned on the 
Sabbath. 42 This admonition applied equally to joint legal titles regarding 
real estate as well as to Jewish-Gentilc associations in financial and 
commercial enterprises. 43 


AGRICULTURE 

The question arises quite naturally as to the actual degree of Karaite 
agricultural activity accompanying such investments in rural estate. Of 
course, Karaite handymen, when needed, also worked in vineyards or 
attended the domestic beasts. 44 Some even hired themselves out to 
Gentile masters. 45 But, on the whole, Karaite agriculture seems to have 
been even more limited than that of the Rabbanites. 46 

40 Cf. HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 55c, Alphabet 146: [na®a=] minar noapinapa 
lj’ni’iim irmasmai lima ii’nivn nrvaip /mi’awnn. 

41 Ibid., Alphabet 147: 'n’ivn’D ptoto mpn5 n’E’tonn conn i»r pap li’nnai U’nnp pi 
u»niTH mtoi wniana nnuai wi’an o«nnn nnea uwiai lmnn® to ton me na pa ’a -non U’a. 
The expression maifalifim (i.e., deviationists; cf. also in our next quotation) cannot 
refer here to Rabbanites but to Christians. This is clearly stated in the later passage, 
quoted in note 43, below. 

41 Eshkol , 55c, Alphabet 146 (continuing the text from note 40): rn’n^ [noa] la 
noa n’rmpnn m»’ to run nnp^ unnna toi umm U’oioi n«nn nivrea D’B’tonn du nnan 
ntoa iai> ototon ,omnnon mn la law na topi ato B’wnpnn m»’ nnS moil Enci na ’a 11 S 
innana n’noa nn’»nai. 

43 Ibid., 56c, Alphabet 149: wa nan’i up’® [n’’ian ’i’a=] m’a nan toi t]oai an» nl’na dsu 
toa in m’a ’i®i w nn to am u”tbi iinxnn ’a ia^ noa :tonp’5 mnn p mnn la ’snn ian’i ®np 
npai D«iin n’a lato '”nnm la'nviam ii’maxnnni U’na manna nr am' pmaa moia naian 
laianna '’nrm d’»’ insin limp ’»’ pin umiaianna onS n’nsm rnni eja :aab nto to '’moai nii’ann. 
Also Jacob ben Reuben, or his source, refers to a Jewish-Gentile association (in 
connection with a maritime venture). Unfortunately, the text at hand, Leiden MS 
Wamer No. 8, 55a, on Lev. 23:3, is not very clear: aam ato B«ian ns n’nan nma ato 
(t)niasin m ns v’vss untor ia^> nns’ ato nawn ni’»® ia^> nani’ ’a (?)'’noaa laa pan nsa n’a. 
The above texts allow perhaps to modify the assumption of Starr, Jews in the Byz. 
Empire, 34, that “business partnerships with Gentiles were practically non-existent.” 

44 Cf., for instance, Sefer ha-‘Osher on Exodus, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 26a f., 
where a melammed (=tutor) seems to be a family factotum: min into nnto^ ’ian pai 
in’aa [man toa to=] nasi innna a’Sini» la nann toana n’»nai» msai» la [nana=] nana. 

45 Ibid.: as’ ’a... aito l’to pa ntoi nann nva nan’i n’n»» nns’i ’ub n’an n’n’ ’» ’a sni 
uin n’ nnn to n’ nnna- 

46 On the general Jewish situation see I. Schipper, Toledoth hak-Kalkalah hay- 
Yehudith, I, 158 ff.; Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 27 f. In fact, so little is known of 
the situation that G. Caro, Sozial- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte der Juden im Mittelalter 
(2nd ed.), I, offers no information whatsoever on the period; he begins only with 
the twelfth-century story of Benjamin of Tudela. 
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The impression one derives is that, at the most, a few vineyards on 
the outskirts of towns were taken care of by Karaite laborers. As is 
still the custom to this day in many Mediterranean countries, some 
families may have been tending a vine, or a fig or another fruit tree in 
their backyard within the city perimeter. 47 Yet, in general, Karaite 
settlement in Byzantium was overwhelmingly urban in the character of its 
dwellings and in the manner in which its members earned their livelihood. 
The example of the Jewish farmer community at Krisa, reported by 
Benjamin of Tudela, 48 had, as far as we know, no Karaite counterpart. 
Indeed, some Palestino-centric zealots among the sectarians may have 
even viewed the possession of land in the Diaspora as an infringement 
on the special position which the Land of Israel should enjoy insofar 
as the territorial aspirations of the Jew are concerned. “In the event 
the Israelites will possess fields in the lands of the Gentiles, a curse will 
descend on these possessions,” they are reported to have been arguing. 
But this extreme view must have been shared by very few and was of 
no real consequence. 49 

INCREASING URBANIZATION 

The almost exclusively urban character of Byzantine Karaism should 
not, of course, be viewed as a phenomenon inherent in Karaism as a 
movement. Karaite legislation put no special obstacles in the path of the 
Jewish farmer in the Diaspora. Rather, while still enjoining, along with 
the Rabbanites, the observance of the Sabbatical year (shemit(ah) as 
a praiseworthy custom, though not as a legal obligation, 50 it waived 
such biblical laws as kil'ayim (i.e., mingling two kinds of seeds), 51 
bikkurim (=first fruit offering) and the tithe ( ma'aser). 52 

47 Cf. Hadass!, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 56a, Alphabet 148: -isna moan i>ai pal man 
mp ova "]i> uavi innn w ioto -nsa!> -|!> '’jam n’aai. This should be read in the context 
of the thirteenth' and fourteenth-century Genoese documents which leave no doubt 
about the semi-rural character of the P6ra quarter. In fact, if credence be given to 
the Muslim geographer Abu’l-Fida’, a similar impression could be gained in the 
early fourteenth century from other sections of Constantinople as well. Cf. G. I. 
Bratianu, Recherches sur le commerce ginois dans la Mer Noire au XIHe si&cle, 92 f. 

48 Cf. Itinerary (ed. Asher), Hebrew Section, 16, English Section, 46 f.; Starr, 
Jews in the Byz. Empire, 229, No. 182 (cf. there also, 28). 

49 See the minority opinion ( dabar after) as reported by Jacob ben Reuben, Sefer 
ha-'Osher on Deut. 28:38, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 97a: tnmi mm K’xm an sir] 
man am n’nn B”wn minus nnw nni> vm br r*i ... [*)ORn. 

50 Cf. Sefer ha-Osher on Lev. 25:2 ff., Leiden MS Warner 8, 56a: roam nan 
m»n ■ps Bi’n K’n i®k. 

51 Ibid., 50b, on Lev. 19:19: mp® [o’K^s bz>=] ns’in nsPoj noun r!> nns ’i5n ns’ iam 
iBR’ nvr 'k 'pas 5an -itd’Ii] B’srm Q’nwi u’on idss bik npV '*dki 'r m®s bir. 

52 Ibid., 95b, on Deuteronomy 26: nnam apV r5r i®bbi m®RT k5i n’-naa k!> nVissi 
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The urban character of Byzantine Karaite economy reflected merely 
the above-described special circumstances under which Karaism has 
appeared on the Byzantine horizon. Yet, in the last analysis, it was truly 
mirroring both the basic transformation of Byzantine Jewish economy 
in general in the tenth and the eleventh centuries and the high degree of 
urbanization which the Empire as a whole attained at that time. “The 
number of cities [in the Byzantine Empire] was very large,” says Andre- 
ades. “Benjamin of Tudela found them on his route in almost every 
day’s journey.” 53 In all these cities and towns Benjamin encountered 
a Jewish population. The social and economic structure of the Byzantine 
Rabbanites, too, was now irretrievably geared to a trend of full urbani¬ 
zation. Krisa had no duplicate among the Rabbanites either. Whatever 
Rabbanite agricultural groups were still existing, they constituted only 
vestiges of an older period. 

Thus, Karaism, the younger branch of Judaism on Byzantine soil, was 
in its urbanized character merely manifesting the dominant economic 
line of Byzantine Jewry in general. It manifested this line more clearly, 
precisely because it was younger and because it plunged, unhampered 
by earlier ties or economic inertia, into the very thick of the current. 54 
When the early formative period of Byzantine Karaism came to an end, 
the respective social and economic structures of both branches of Jewry 
in the Empire were, in their major outlines, identical. 

TAXATION 

The problem of Jewish taxation in Byzantium in the period covered 
by the present study has not found as yet a solution that would be 
acceptable to all scholars. After debating the matter at great length, 55 


iai>a. The lekef and shikhah were probably maintained because of their purely 
charitable character. The abolition of the tithe in the Diaspora should perhaps 
be viewed in the context of the ninth- and tenth-century “de-‘Ananization” of the 
movement in Palestine. In an effort to raise the status of the diasporic synagogue 
(see Introd., above, 16) and to ensure the funds needed for its proper institutional func¬ 
tioning, ‘Anan assigned to it the tithes (including tithe on metals), the bikkurim, the 
half-shekel, and the priestly and levitical gifts. Cf. his Book of Precepts, ed. Schechter 
(Documents of Jewish Sectaries, II), 3 ff. 

53 On urbanization as a basic trend in general Byzantine economy of the period under 
discussion, cf. Andriades, in Baynes-Moss’ Byzantium, 53. 

54 Conceivably, this youthful urban character of Karaism in Byzantium was in 
part responsible for the Karaites’ excelling the Rabbanites in the extent of their Greek 
literacy. See below, 195. 

55 Cf. A. Andr£ades, “Les Juifs et le fisc dans l’Empire byzantin,” Melanges Charles 
Diehl. I, 7 ff. 
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Andreades finally concurred with Dolger’s theory 56 that Byzantine Jews 
were subject to a special tax, on a par with their brethren in Islamic 
countries and in Western Europe. The burden of that tax lay not in 
its actual financial value, but rather in its symbolic quality as a degrad¬ 
ing recognition tax, sealing the Jew’s inferior status in the Chris¬ 
tian State. 57 Nevertheless, Starr insisted that the Jew’s tax burden in 
the Empire was no greater than that of his Christian neighbor. 58 Later, 
Starr conceded the “symbolism” of the tax “in those situations in which 
we know definitely that a special tax was levied.” In such cases, however, 
so he continued to argue, “the tax involved more than a nominal sum,” 
and “served not as a supplement but in lieu of all other taxes ,” 59 

Most recently, Professor Baron concluded on the basis of the extant 
material that, “while special taxes were neither consistent nor universal, 
they were collected at various times in various parts of the Empire.” 60 
Whatever the case, there is no doubt that the Karaites bore the same 
tax obligations as their Rabbanite compatriots. 

Byzantine Karaite literature yielded at least two explicit references to 
the tax burden, employing in both cases the general Hebrew appel¬ 
lation for levies (mass) and the specific term gulgoleth, i.e., capitation 
[tax], the kephaletion. Thus, when commenting on the Book of Nahum, 
a Karaite exegete states the following: 

“And I will cut off thy prey” (Nahum 2:4)—by this the levies axe meant and 
capitation tax. “And the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard” ( ibid .), for 
God will destroy the messengers sent to each city [for the purpose of collecting 
taxes]. 

In the same vein, Isaiah’s prophecy against “them that oppress thee” 
(Is. 49:26) is referred by the commentator to “those who take count of 
the capita and levy taxes.” 61 

56 F. Dolger, “Die Frage der Judensteuer in Byzanz,” Vierteljahrschrift fur Sozial- 
und Wirtschaftsgeschichte, XXVI (1933), 1 ff.; idem, Beitrage zur byzantinischen 
Finanzverwaltung, 50. 

57 Andrdades, “The Jews in the Byzantine Empire,” Economic History, III (1934), 18; 
see also his note to this effect in Baynes-Moss’ Byzantium, 82, note 3. 

Runciman, too ( Cambridge Economic History, II, 117), thinks that there was a 
capitation tax in Byzantium, but it “probably was only applied to non-Christians and 
foreigners.” 

38 Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 17. See there, 11 ff., Starr’s restatement of the 
whole problem of Jewish taxation in Byzantium. 

59 Cf. the special chapter on “Taxation,” in his Romania, 111 ff. 

60 Social and Religious History of the Jews (2nd ed.), Ill, 190 ff. 

61 Cf. the printed edition of Sefer ha-'Os her on Nahum, 18d: .outrun onn .7010 

vm -f» io Vr nns’v .nssR^a. 

Similary see in the unpublished Isaiah section of Sefer ha-'Osher, Leiden MS Warner 



184 


THE EARLY STEPS 


To what extent the above references reflect Byzantine conditions is 
difficult to say. For all we know, they may have been translated from 
earlier sources which alluded to the jizya imposed on non-Muslims in 
the Caliphate. This point, too, cannot be clarified as long as the Arabic 
Karaite texts underlying the Hebrew Karaite compilations in Byzantium 
remain undiscovered or unpublished. Accordingly, these passages are 
offered here with the same stress on the need for caution as in the above 
texts dealing with the economic conditions. 

Whatever the case, the bitterness of the complaints against the tax burden 
cannot be taken too seriously as a barometer of alleged fiscal opression 
in Byzantium. Dislike for taxes is a universal phenomenon. In the ancient 
and medieval political context such dislike was felt even more strongly, 
since exaction of tribute and levying taxes were identified with arbitrary 
authority and tyranny. Moreover, in the present instance the expression 
of that natural aversion to taxes was conditioned also by the character 
of the biblical text which the commentator had at hand. While interpreting 
the ancient words as an allusion to contemporary conditions, after the 
fashion of all medieval commentators, the author could not help adopting 
the intenisty of expression that was inherent in the text he was explaining. 

And yet, all these qualifications notwithstanding, the very inclusion of 
the above references in a compilation designed for Byzantine Karaite 
readers and the precision of terminology employed therein are not 
without significance; they possibly may add to our understanding of 
the Byzantine Karaite scene and to the clarification of the general 
problem of Jewish taxation in the Byzantine Empire. 

COMMUNICATION WITH PALESTINE 

In retracting the early steps of the Karaites in Byzantium, our continuing 
stress on the features which were common to both the Karaite and the 
Rabbanite societies should not obscure the consciousness of separate¬ 
ness that must have pervaded the Karaite communities. 62 This is true 
of the Karaites who remained after the conquest in their old locale, 
now incorporated in the Byzantine Empire, and also of those who moved 
westwards and established outposts of Karaism in localities in which 
the sect was previously unknown. 

No. 8,158b: onn epnpiin Q’lBioa .-pirn. Incidentally, the same term gulgoleih, 

employed at the end of the eleventh century in Byzantine Karaite literature, appears 
also in the well-known epistle describing the messianic upheaval in Thessalonica in 
1096. Cf. Mann, “The Messianic Movements in the Time of the Early Crusades,” Hat- 
tekufah, XXIII (1925), 253 IT.; Starr, Jews in the Byzantine Empire, 205. 

42 Cf. our “Fourth Premise,” above, 53 IT. 
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The sectarian separatism found its natural expression in two major 
spheres: a) religious observances, and b) the forging of strong ties with 
Karaism abroad. As for religious observances—we intend to examine 
them only insofar as they are unique to Byzantine Karaism, i,e., whenever 
they reflect new trends and moods, reveal conflicts in aims and ideas 
within the Byzantine Karaite society, or shed light on external forces 
as they come into play. Indeed, the literary material, appearing from 
the middle of the eleventh century on, will enable us in a later chapter 
of this study to inquire into the Karaite-Rabbanite controversies in 
Byzantium over details of religious law and rite. It will also assist us in 
understanding the eventual estrangement of Byzantine Karaism from 
ways and rules adhered to by other branches of the movement. However, 
no such material is available prior to the mid-eleventh century. Hence, 
we must assume that in the formative, preliterary period under review 
the Karaites in Byzantium continued to cultivate their ritual as well 
as they could, according to the tradition of the lands of their origins. 

On the other hand, those communal activities which fall outside 
the realm of specifically religious observances are definitely within the 
scope of our present investigation. Of these, the most important was 
keeping in closest touch with Palestine; there, especially in Jerusalem, 
a genuine spiritual center of Karaism was developing in the tenth 
and the eleventh centuries. 63 Radiating an example of piety and national 
awareness, which was personified in the Order of the “Mourners of 
Zion,” Karaite Jerusalem was also the seat of highly productive scholar¬ 
ship in all fields of Jewish interest, as well as in general philosophy and 
theology. It even earned the respect and praise of Rabbanite con¬ 
temporaries. 64 

61 On the Karaite center in Jerusalem see Poznariski's Hebrew essay in Luncz's 
Jerusalem, X (1913), 83 ff., and. ultimately, Mann, ‘The Karaite Settlement in Palestine 
till the First Crusade,” in his Texts and Studies, II, 3 ff. 

64 On the contemporaneous Rabbanite expression of respect for the quality of 
learning to be found among the Karaite “Teachers of Jerusalem” (ftoutpn^K inbvti) 
and “Exegetes of Jerusalem” (hoiKpniw ’-iodb), see the statement of ‘Ali ben Israel 
Alluf, as published by Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 95 f. Among the great names of 
that Golden Age, those of Joseph ben Noah, Yefeth ben ‘All, Sahl Abu-s-Surri ben 
Ma$liah, Joseph al-Ba$ir, Abu’l-Faraj Harun and Yeshu‘ah ben Yehudah stand out as 
lasting guideposts of sectarian spiritual endeavor. 

On Joseph ben Noah see S. Skoss, The Arabic Commentary of ‘Ali ben Suleiman 
on the Book of Genesis, 4 ff. On Yefeth ben ‘Ali see above, 94, note 21. For Sahl 
ben Ma$liah cf. above, 37, end of note 27. For Joseph al-Ba$ir see the literature 
cited on p. 81, note 65. 

On the “Jerusalem grammarian,” Abu’l-Faraj Harun, whom Abraham Ibn Ezra, 
unaware of his sectarian identity, placed second only to Saadyah Gaon, cf. W. Bacher, 
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Constant communication with Palestine would have been imperative 
under any circumstances. Doctrinally opposed to precalculated calenda- 
tion, the Karaites were dependent on direct observation of the ripening 
of new crops in the Holy Land in order to determine the New Year and 
the festivals. References to such contacts with Palestine will be cited in a 
later chapter, where they chronologically belong. 65 Still, it must be 
observed that in these documents, all of which stem from periods later 
than the mid-eleventh century, the recourse to Palestinian authorities 
in calendar problems appears as an already established practice. Such 
practice must have evidently existed much earlier, i.e., also in the 
preliterary, formative stage of the movement in Byzantium. Indeed, it 
most probably was the direct continuation of a pte-Byzantine tradition, 
brought along by the settlers from their countries of origin—from 
Northern Syria and the adjoining provinces. 

THE JERUSALEM ACADEMY 

The relationship with Palestine was stimulated through personal contacts. 
Pilgrims would visit the Holy Land in the best spirit od ancient Jewish 
tradition, and students would travel to the Bakhtawi Academy in the 
Karaite quarter of Jerusalem in quest of learning. 66 As a rule, travel 
and population movements were discouraged by the Byzantine authorities 
for administrative and fiscal reasons. 67 However, pilgrimage to the Land 
of the Bible and journeys for the purpose of study were regarded by 
government and public opinion alike as meritorious deeds of devotion. 68 

“Le grammairien anonyme de Jerusalem et son livre,” REJ, XXX (1895), 232 ff.; 
Poznanski, “Aboul-Faradj Haroun ben al-Faradj le grammairien de Jerusalem et son 
Mouschtamil, "REJ, XXXIII (1896), 24 ff., 197 ff.; idem, “Nouveau* renseignements 
sur Aboul-Faradj et ses ouvrages,” REJ, LVI (1908), 42 ff.; H. Hirschfeld, Literary 
History of Hebrew Grammarians and Lexicographers, 50 ff.; Skoss, The Arabic Comment¬ 
ary of ‘Ali ben Suleiman on the Book of Genesis, 11 ff. Cf. also Assaf-Mayer, Sefer 
hay- Yishshub, II, Introd., 50 ff., and the texts there (see Index, j.v.). 

On Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah see above, 82, note 66 . 

The history of the Golden Age of Karaism in Palestine was composed till now 
of a series of bio-bibliographies only. The time has come, so it seems, for that 
history to be rewritten and reappraised. 

65 For the Palestino-centric orientation of the Karaites in their abib system of 
calendation, see the special chapter on “Calendar Feuds,’’ below. Cf. also my “Some 
Aspects of Karaite-Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium on the Eve of the First Cru¬ 
sade,” PAAJR, XXIV (1955), 25 ff. 

66 On Joseph ben Bakhtawi and his ha$er (courtyard) in Jerusalem, see briefly 
Mann, Texts and Studies, n, 29 f. 

67 Cf. Runciman, Byzantine Civilization, 205. See also above, 138. 

68 Ibid., 210, 223. See also in general the chapter on “The Pilgrims of Christ,” 
in Runciman’s History of the Crusades, I, 38 ff. 
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This general climate of opinion was an added stimulus to the revered 
practice of pilgrimage and study in Palestine which was shared by Jewish 
students from all over the Diaspora. 

From all the countries of the Greeks, too, and from other lands [reports a Persian 
traveler in 1047], the Christians and the Jews come up to Jerusalem in great numbers 
in order to visit the Church and the Synagogue that are there. 69 

Moreover, though no direct evidence is available, it stands to reason 
that study trips to Jerusalem by brilliant young Karaites were more than 
an expression of a personal thirst for knowledge on the part of the indivi¬ 
duals concerned. They were, to a great extent, a manifestation of com¬ 
munal policy. The study trips satisfied three important needs: a) the need, 
expressed in recurrent appeals from Jerusalem, for sending to Palestine 
Karaite representatives from every community in the Diaspora in order 
to strengthen the spiritual capital of Karaism ; 70 b) the need for training 
Byzantine youth in Jerusalem for future positions of leadership in their 

69 Cf. Na$ir-i-Khusrau, in his Diary of a Journey through Syria and Palestine, Eng. 
tr. by G. Le Strange, in Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society, IV, 23. 

70 Cf. the appeal of the ninth-century Daniel al-Kumisi, published by Mann, *‘A 
Tract of an Early Karaite Settler in Jerusalem,” JQR (N.S.), XII (1921-22), 257 
ff., abridged English version by Nemoy, Karate Anthology, 34 ff. On IjLunuri’s 
authorship of the tract see the result of later studies by Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 5. 
In an argument with “the scoundrels who are among Israel,” Daniel emphasizes, his 
conviction that “the Lord himself has commanded the men of the Exile to come to 
Jerusalem and to stand within it” (Nemoy’s translation, Karaite Anthology, 35 f.). 
“Therefore it is incumbent upon you who fear the Lord to come to Jerusalem and 
dwell in it.” Daniel draws up, consequently, a realistic plan according to which 
the communities of the Exile should “send at least five men from each city in the 
Dispersion, together with their sustenance, so that we may form a consolidated 
group" (cf. my remarks above, 55, note 74, as well as the quotations given in the 
Introd., 22, and in Chapter VII, below). 

Similarly, the tenth-century Karaite missionary, Sahl ben Ma?liah, believed that 
in coming to Jerusalem the immigrants were fulfilling a Divine command (mifvvah). 
Invoking Jeremiah 3:14, he calls for “one from a city and two from a family, old and 
young,” to join the ranks of the “Mourners of Zion.” Cf. the Hebrew Introduction to his 
Arabic Book of Precepts, edited by Harkavy in his “Me’assef Nidahim—XIII," 
Hammelif (1879), 639.. Cf. also Sahl’s Epistle to Jacob ben Samuel (Pinsker, Likkufe, 
App. HI, 25 ff.; abridged English version by Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 111 ff.), 
which has often been quoted in the preceding pages. Sahl makes definite reference to 
the fact that the Karaites, “by means of their good admonition and their writings 
to their brethren abroad, have assembled at Jerusalem righteous and pious men” 
(Likkiite, 30; Nemoy, 112). 

See also the poetical exhortation by Yefeth ben ‘All, published by Mann, Texts and 
Studies, H, 31 f., Eng. tr. by Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 107 f.: “Ye Mourners of Zion, 
remember your Mother from afar; sit not in gladness, in the company of the playful. 
Your Holy House is in the hands of strangers, yet you are far away. The enemies of 
God are within it, yet you are unmindful. Strive ye to appear before him.” 
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native communities; 71 and c) the need to answer effectively the challenge 
posed by the Rabbanite practice od sending students from Byzantium 
to the geonic academies in Babylonia. 72 

The journey of Tobias ben Moses for the purpose of study in Jerusalem 
some time in the 30’s of the eleventh century has already been 
mentioned. 73 The practice of sending students from Byzantium to 
Palestine continued unabated for some thirty more years. Thus, we 
possess the name of another Byzantine Karaite who studied there a 
generation afterTobias. He is Jacob ben Simon, known primarily through 
his Hebrew translation of an important treatise on the Karaite law of 
incest composed in Arabic by his Palestinian mentor, Yeshu‘ah ben 
Yehiidah. 74 Like Tobias, his older contemporary, Jacob also devoted 

71 This point is valid for the eleventh century only; there is no doubting of the fact 
that the conscious endeavor of the Jerusalem center in the ninth and tenth centuries 
was to induce Karaite enthusiasts from abroad to settle permanently in Palestine. 
Indeed, even with regard to the later period there is no definite proof to the effect that 
training of promising youths from the Diaspora in Jerusalem, in order to have them 
return to their native lands, actually was the official policy of the Palestinian mentors. 
All we know for sure is the fact that in reality several of these students did return 
home and subsequently occupied positions of leadership in their communities. There 
is also room for reasoning that this procedure agreed with the policies and needs of the 
Diaspora communities, whether the Palestinian leaders approved of it or not. At any 
rate, the idealistic presentation of the Jerusalem center under Yeshu’ah ben Yehudah 
(11th cent.) as a kind of headquarters, masterminding the erection of new sectarian 
branches in the Diaspora and providing them with leaders trained in the Palestinian 
Karaite academy, is a myth, pure and simple. Cf. my critical comments on the subject 
in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 190 ff., and in Chapters V and VIII, below. 

It was not before 400 years have passed that another great spiritual center of the 
sect—that in Constantinople, under the leadership of Elijah Bashyachi —consciously 
shouldered the financial and academic responsibility for training in its midst students 
from distant communities, with the express purpose of having them return to their 
countries of origin and lead the Karaite flock there. Cf. the correspondence on the 
subject between Elijah Bashyachi and the communities of Troki (Lithuania) and 
Luck (Volhynia), dating 1483-87, as published by Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 1139-77. 
See also, in brief, in my article on Bashyachi, Enfiklopedyah 'Ivrith (Encyclopaedia 
Hebraica), IX, 962 f. 

72 See the responsum by the eleventh-century Hai Gaon, first published by Harkavy 

in his Studien und Mittheilungen, IV, 105 f., No. 225. Cf. Krauss, Studien zur byz .- 
jiid. Ceschichte, 112; Mann, “The Responsa of the Babylonian Geonim as Source of 
Jewish History,” JQR (N.S.), VII (1917), 488; Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 180, 
No. 122. Cf. also the lamentation poem of Shemu’el han-Nagid upon the death of 
Hai, Kot Shire R. Shemu’el han-Nagid (ed. Habermann), III, 132: 5>sa ii> D’t!" 

nvTBii nstat min !>jr ina tint n»n n tt i n»m» fin. 

73 See above, 43 f., 49 ff., and my “The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” 
Essays on Jewish Life and Thought: Presented in Honor of Salo Wittmayer Baron, 1 ff. 

74 On Jacob ben Simon, whom Pinsker rightly considers the pupil of YeshQ‘ah 
ben Yehudah ( Likkiife, App., Note X, 172; cf. also 93), and on his translation of his 
master’s Kitab al-'Arayoth (Sefer hay- Yashar), cf. I. Markon’s Introduction to his 
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his energies to the diffusion in his native country of the knowledge he 
acquired at the feet of the saintly masters in Jerusalem. 

The flow of Karaite students from the Empire to Palestine would most 
probably have been maintained for many more years but for the Seljuk 
conquest of the Holy City in 1071 C.E. This event spelled the end of 
organized Jewish life in Jerusalem. 75 

ARABIC AND HEBREW 

Karaite literary activity in Byzantium began, some time in the 40’s or 50’s 
of the eleventh century. It originated in those circles of young Byzantine 
Karaites who received their training in Jerusalem. In fact, its earliest 
creations have even been composed in Palestine proper. This story will 
be unfolded in the last chapter of the present study. Here we shall 
cite only its linguistic aspects, in the context of the Karaites’ social 
and cultural integration in their Byzantine environment. 

In its earliest stages, Byzantine Karaite literature consisted mainly 
of Hebrew compilations and translations of those Arabic Karaite classics 
which the Karaite students, hailing from Byzantium, had studied in 
Palestine. 76 The confusion with regard to ascertaining the authorship of 
many a Karaite (Arabic) original and of its (Hebrew) translation is well 
known to every student of Karaite literature. 77 On the basis of a compre- 

edition of that work. Cf. also M. Schreiner, Studien iiber Jeschuah benJehudah; Mann, 
Texts and Studien, II, 43, 287; and my remarks in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), note 26. 
See, however, M. Steinschneider’s doubts as to the nature of Jacob’s relationship to 
Yeshu'ah, Die hebraischen Vbersetzungen des Mittelalters, II, 943. 

75 Cf. Poznariski, Hastings’ Enc. of Religion and Ethics, VII, 667a; Mann, Jews in 
Egypt and Palestine under the Fafimids, I, 198 f.; Assaf-Mayer, Sefer hay-Yishshiib, 
II, Introd., 18, 31, 39; S. D. Goitein, “Contemporary Letters on the Capture of Je¬ 
rusalem by the Crusaders,” JJS, III (1952), 162 ff., and Zion, XVII (1952), 129 ff. 

76 Cf. the appropriate paragraphs in Steinschneider’s Die hebraischen Vbersetzun¬ 
gen des Mittelalters and Die arabische Literatur der Juden\ P. F. Frankl, “Karaiten 
oder Karaer,” Ersch und Gruber Enz., Section Two, XXXIII, 17b; idem, Beitrage 
zur Literaturgeschichte der Karaer; and the Byzantine story in any of the later 
encyclopedia articles about Karaism (see the references above, 3, note 1). 

77 Cf. Neubauer, Aus der Petersburger Bibliothek, 20 f. On concluding his investi¬ 
gation of Karaite translations and of their originals, a dismayed Steinschneider had 
this to say ( Hebr. Obersetzungen, II, 948): “Mit der wohlthuenden Empfindung, 
mit welcher man einen finsteren Wald verlasst, trennen wir uns von den Karaiten 
und den Bearbeitern ihier Literatur, wo alter Betrug durch Kritiklosigkeit, Plagiar- 
ismus, wissen- und gewissenlose Industrie renovirt und aufgeputzt erscheint.” My 
personal appraisal of Karaite literature fails to concur with the harsh verdict of the 
grand old builder of Jewish bibliography. Still, in view of the perplexing confusion 
confronting the student of Karaism in elementary matters of authorship and classi¬ 
fication, the irritation of the great “master of detail” (as Professor Baron calls him, 
A. Marx Jubilee Volume, 143) is more than understandable. 
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hensive study of Karaite compositions available to date in print or in 
manuscript form, it seems to me that the following rule may serve as a 
fair guide to the “language problem” of the literature created by Karaites 
in Palestine and Byzantium during the period of our immediate concern: 

All Hebrew Karaite works, stemming from the late ninth and the early 
tenth century (i.e.,from the al-Kiimisi school), may be a priori considered 
Palestinian Hebrew originals. However, all available Hebrew versions of 
those legalistic, exegetic, and philosophical works which were composed 
later in the tenth and all through the eleventh century may be a priori 
assumed to be Byzantine translations of Palestinian Arabic originals . 78 

This rule does not apply to polemical and paitanic writings, the nature 
and language of which were determined in each case by peculiar needs 
and situations. 79 

It is often tacitly assumed that the Byzantine students knew very little 
Arabic prior to their arrival in Jerusalem, so that, at best, they could 
have mastered only its rudiments during their sojourn in the Holy City. 
This could be one of the reasons for the mediocre quality of the early 
Byzantine Karaite writings. 80 A corollary of this reasoning is, of course, 
the assumption that the translation of the Arabic works into Hebrew 
was a matter of linguistic necessity, since the Byzantine Karaite reader 
was allegedly unfamiliar with the language in which the Karaite classics 
were written. 81 

However, one can hardly accept this reasoning, owing to two major 
factors: a) the Karaites who settled in Byzantium came from Arabic- 
speaking lands in the East, and their mother-tongue must have survived 

78 This, of course, opposes Pinsker, Likkufe Kadmoniyyoth, App., Note XIV, 195 ff., 
who attributed, for instance, to Joseph al-Ba$ir the available Hebrew versions of his 
philosophical writings, including the Arabic and Greek expressions therein. Pinsker’s 
view was rejected long ago by Frank), Poznariski, and others. Cf. above, 80, note 58. 

79 To mention only works already quoted in the present study, this last category in¬ 
cludes, for instance, the Hebrew Epistle of Sahl ben Masliab and his poetic Intro¬ 
duction to the Book of Precepts', Salman ben Yeruham’s Book of the Wars of the 
Lord ; and Yefeth ben ‘AH’s piyyuf (above, 187, end of note 70), inserted into the MS 
of his Arabic translation and commentary on Leviticus. 

80 The other “extenuating” circumstance for the meager quality of Byzantine-Ka- 
raite writings was “haste.” The preparation of such writings [it is argued] was perforce 
expedited in great haste, so that wandering missionaries could take them along without 
delay on their tours of duty. Cf. Frankl, Beitrage zur Literaturgeschichte der Earlier, 
13. See my reservations in regard to this “propaganda myth,” Tarbiz, XXV (1955), 
191 ff., and in Chapter VIII, below. 

81 Frankl, Ersch and Gruber Enz., Section Two, XXXIII, 17b: “Zunachst erweckte 
das Bediirfnis die arabisch-karaische Literatur auch der nicht-arabisch, sondem 
griechisch sprechenden karaischen Bevolkerung zuganglich zu machen, die Thatigkeit 
eines Dbersetzers oder einer Schule von Ubersetzern.” 
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among them for some time; b) the early Byzantine Karaites continuously 
maintained close commercial and spiritual relations with the Karaite 
communities of Palestine and Egypt. While letters of religious or 
communal content may have been written in Hebrew, commercial 
correspondence as well as oral contacts and negotiations could not have 
been possible except through the medium of the Arabic tongue. 82 


LINGUISTIC INADEQUACY 

The fact is that the Byzantine Karaites’ knowledge of both Hebrew and 
Arabic was poor, as was already noted by their thirteenth-century 
compatriot, Aaron ben Joseph. 83 Moreover, we may even state with 
confidence that, of the two, their Hebrew was initially poorer than their 
Arabic, since it remained only an instrument of prayer and biblical 
study. 

It may be useful to recall in this connection Yehudah ibn Tibbon’s 
criticism of his predecessors in the field of Hebrew translations. 84 The 
Rabbanite master-translator, who lived almost a century after the 
great flurry of translation activity among the Byzantine Karaites, found 
three major faults with the Hebrew translators of the pre-Tibbonid 
era: 1) insufficient knowledge of Hebrew; 2) insufficient knowledge of 

* 2 Thus, for instance, most of the communal correspondence, as preserved in the 
Cairo Genizah, was written in Hebrew even though it passed between Palestine and 
Egypt, both Arabic-speaking countries. Cf. Vol. II of Mann’s Jews in Egypt and 
Palestine under the Fafimids. On the other hand, commercial correspondence as well 
as personal letters yielded by the Genizah were mainly written in Arabic. This is espe¬ 
cially evident from the recent research of Professor Goitein and his students on the 
Arabic Genizah. Cf., for instance, the latest comments by N. Golb, “Legal Do¬ 
cuments from the Cairo Genizah,” JSS, XX (1958), esp. 19. 

[For such Arabic communication from Byzantium to Egypt, published recently 
by Goitein, see the addendum above, 117, note 107a.] 

83 Cf. Aaron’s statement in the Introduction to his commentary on Joshua- 
Isaiah, Mibhar Yesharim (edited by the Karaite press of Gozlow in 1836 jointly with 
the Jeremiah-Chronicles section of Sefer ha-Osher), 2a: p®!>a ipnvj ormoo ’3 »tt> »3 
nmwYn ’n®i ’p3 n’n «!> p’nnafn p®!>!> »3is. Thus also the fifteenth- 
century Elijah Bashyachi, in Addereth Eliyyahu (ed. 1870; our quotation is on the first 
[unnumbered] page of the Introduction): yiwio anpnsni msm yi®5>3 oirnoo nan® nnnin 
p»i>n naana p®tnn p»n»an nsn’ nsip uoa jw ®apn. (See my remarks on this text, 
in Tarbiz, XXV [1955], 44 f., note 6.) 

Even Tobias ben Moses, the greatest of Byzantine Karaite translators, felt uneasy 
about the grammatical inaccuracies that could be detected in the translation under¬ 
lying his compilation Osar Nehmad on Leviticus. Cf. the fragment quoted and dis¬ 
cussed at length in Chapter VIII, below. 

84 In the Introduction to his Hebrew translation of Babya ibn Pakuda’s Hdboth 
hal-Lebaboth. 
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Arabic; 3) insufficient knowledge of subject-matter. Since one can 
hardly accuse a Tobias ben Moses, say, of unfamiliarity with the 
subject of his studies, we must put the blame for the poor translations 
of his school on general linguistic inadequacy. 85 

Even objectively speaking, the eleventh-century Hebrew was a rather 
unwieldy companion for scholarly adventure. It lacked pliability and 
basic philosophical terminology, and many an indispensable expression or 
term had to be coined as the translation was progressing. Arabic, on 
the other hand, was the language of philosophy and science. It undoubted¬ 
ly was employed in daily usage by the Byzantine traveler, whether 
negotiating a deal in the Alexandrian market or participating in a 
discussion at the Jerusalem academy. This by no means suggests thorough 
mastery of the Arabic language and literature on the part of the average 
Byzantine Karaite. Rather, if a modern illustration may be permitted, 86 
it was a working familiarity with the language, derived in the same way 
as the familiarity of a second-generation American Jew with the Yiddish 
of his immigrant father. Of course, due to other circumstances, the 
Byzantine son knew infinitely more of his parental tongue than does his 
modern American counterpart, and this was especially true of the 
scholar to whom Arabic was an indispensable tool of research. 87 

Hence, the customary view that the early Byzantine Karaite translations 
from the Arabic into Hebrew were prompted by the need to make these 
works comprehensible to the Karaite reading public in Byzantium 88 is 
hardly adequate, at least for the middle and early second half of the 
eleventh century. The quality of the Hebrew in these works was often 
so poor that the meaning would remain unintelligible unless the transla¬ 
tions were checked against the Arabic originals. Occasionally, whole 
Arabic clauses were incorporated into the Hebrew version without 

85 Cf. P. F. Frankl, Beitrdge zur Literaturgeschichte der Karaer, 11. 

88 In spite of my reluctance to '‘modernize,” I feel it is permissible to use the pre¬ 
sent illustration, esp. since an analogy between the demographic composition of the 
Empire and the American “melting pot” had already been drawn by Runciman in his 
review of Byzantine conditions. Cf. his Romanus Lecapenus, 32 f. See also below, 194. 

87 Here is the occasion to add that in visualizing early Byzantine Karaites not as 
militant missionaries but as an immigrant society, confronted with grave problems 
of economic and cultural adjustment—even of loyalty—and ultimately integrating 
in its environment, I often found illuminating parallels with the American Jewish 
scene. These observations may perhaps serve in some future connection the basis for a 
comparative sociological study. 

88 See above, 190, note 81. 
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being translated at all. Furthermore, Greek glosses were introduced 
extensively into the biblical commentaries and philosophical treatises. 89 

From these facts we must conclude that reasons other than the diffusion 
of Hebrew among the rank and file of the Byzantine Karaite population 
or the latter's unfamiliarity with Arabic motivated the Hebrew Karaite 
translation activity in mid-eleventh-century Byzantium. Here again our 
aformentioned analogy with modern American Jewish life could be 
continued. Just as the interest in Hebrew among Jewish immigrants to 
American shores, and even more so among their descendants today, 
was prompted by ideological motives rather than by an alleged con¬ 
venience of the Hebrew language as a mass medium of communication, 
so also the hebraization of Karaism in Byzantium had little to do with 
linguistic utility. We shall discuss, however, this problem in Chapter 
VIII of the present volume, when the first literary attempts of Byzantine 
Karaites will be viewed against the background of the new environment. 

GREEK AND THE CLASSICIST REVIVAL 

While Arabic remained, to a great extent, an auxiliary language to the 
first generations of Byzantine Karaites, Greek very soon achieved 
priority. Obviously, the greater the number of native (hence Greek¬ 
speaking) Jews who joined the sect, whether through natural increase 
or conversion to the Karaite creed, the faster was the grecization of 
Karaism in its Byzantine environment. 90 

Again, no record of this linguistic development is available from the 
early formative years of Karaism in Byzantium. But from the extent 
and variety of the Greek glosses in the very first literary works of Byzantine 
Karaites, it is evident that by the middle of the eleventh century Greek 
was the mother-tongue of the second and third generations of Karaites 
in the Empire. 

To Byzantium and the Byzantines the Greek language was infinitely 
more than a mere vehicle for oral and literary communication. The 
Byzantine Empire was a vast sea of heterogeneous citizenry, constantly 
swelled by tributaries of different races, e thni c groups and linguistic 

89 Frankl, Beitrage, 4, described this trilingualism as “jenes monstrose Gemeng- 
sel dreier Sprachen.” See also ibid., 12 f., and above, 190, note 80, for Frankl’s 
attempt to explain the untranslated Arabic clauses through a theory of “haste.” 
My own explanation of that linguistic phenomenon is given below, in Chapter VIII 
of this study. On the Greek glosses see further on in the present chapter. 

90 For (eleventh-century 7) conversions to Karaism, see the discussion of a pas¬ 
sage from Osar Nehmad, below, Chapter VI (and note 25 to that chapter). 



194 


THE EARLY STEPS 


units. 91 In this sense it recalls the demographic composition of the 
United States of America. 92 There were two great forces that united 
this mixture of peoples of all origins and effectively substituted for the 
consciousness of belonging to one nationality. These two forces were 
the Orthodox Church and “the language of the Romans” (which in 
Byzantium meant Greek). 93 The Jews, Rabbanites and Karaites alike, 
quite naturally excluded themselves from the levelling effect of the 
Church. Their integration in the national language of the country must 
therefore have seemed to them even more imperative. 94 

It was noted long ago that whereas the Rabbanite literary productions 
in Byzantium show the effects of contact with colloquial Greek only, 
the Karaites reveal an unmistakable familiarity with Greek philosophical 
terminology. 95 While this fact is of particular interest to the student of 
Karaite literature, it serves also as valuable information for historical 
investigation, for it supplements from a new angle our general picture 
of the early formative years of Byzantine Karaism. 

91 On the characteristics of the racial, ethnic and religious conglomeration that 
was Byzantium under the Macedonian dynasty, see Neumann, Weltstellung des byz. 
/tefcAes,42;Runciman, Romanus Lecapenus, 31 f. * idem, Byzantine Civilization, 179 ff.; 
E. Stein, “Introduction & l'histoire et aux institutions byzantines,’’ Traditio (Fordham 
University), VII (1949-51), esp. 154 ff. 

92 See above, 192, note 86. 

93 Cf. Runciman, Byzantine Civilization, 231; Diehl, History of the Byz. Empire, 
92 f.; idem, Les grands problimes de l’histoire byzantine, 45; and in Cambridge Med. 
History, IV, 736. 

94 Cf. Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 50, 244. For reconstruction of Greek glosses 
in Karaite literature, see, for instance, P. F. Frankl, “Karaische Studien”, MGWJ, 
XXXI (1882) and XXXIII (1884); idem, Ersch und Gruber Enz., Section Two, XXXIII, 
18; idem, Ein mu'tazilitischer Kalam aus dem 10. Jahrhundert; Steinschneider’s articles 
on Byzantine Hebrew manuscripts and books in Die hebraischen Cbersetzungen and 
in Catalogue Leiden-, Schreiner’s Studien iiber Jeschuah ben Jehudah; Markon in his 
introduction to the Hebrew version of a Commentary on the Book of Ruth, Livre 
d’hommage a la memoire du Samuel Poznanski, Hebrew Section (see below, note 105); 
Pinsker and Fiirst, on occassions, in their books on Karaism; PoznaAski in various 
articles in which he published fragments of Byzantine texts; F. Perles, “Jiidisch- 
byzantinische Beziehungen," Byzantinische Zeitschrift, II (1893), 569 ff.; Neubauer 
in his fragment of Sejer ha-'Osher on Isaiah, The Fifty-Third Chapter of Isaiah Ac¬ 
cording to the Jewish Interpreters, I, 59 ff.; S. Lieberman, Hellenism in Palestine, 55 f. 
Cf. also Neubauer’s general evaluation, in his review of Fiirst’s Graeco-Hebrew 
Glossarium, JQR (O.S.), IV (1891-92), 18. 

95 Cf. Starr, “A Fragment of a Greek Mishnaic Glossary,” PAAJR, VI (1935), 
355. Note also Frankl’s emphasis on the direct indebtedness of the Karaites to Greek 
literature as against Steinschneider’s theory of intermediary Arabic channels, Hash- 
shahar, VIII (1877), 177 f. It is difficult in the present state of research to demonstrate 
whether the Karaites knew the original classics of Greek philosophy or used some of 
the scholia produced in their own time. 
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The Karaites of the eleventh century made a conscious effort to adopt 
the language of the great and proud empire to which their fathers had 
immigrated in the not far-off past, and to make it their own. That 
century witnessed, as is well known, a revival of classical studies and the 
use of classical Greek in Byzantium. It seems quite natural, then, 
that the second- and third-generation Karaites of Constantinople should 
reveal precisely the spirit of classical revival with which the period of a 
Psellos, Leichudes and Xiphilinos was imbued. 96 Their exclusively urban 
character, also, rendered them, as already noted, more susceptible and 
more exposed to the hellenizing effect of the neo-classicist trend. 97 

POPULAR LINGUISTIC INTEGRATION 

Nevertheless, revealing as they are, the atticisms of the philosophical 
glosses in the works of a Tobias ben Moses or Yehudah Hadassi tell only 
one side of the story of Karaite linguistic integration in Byzantium. The 
other side—that of daily usage and of the gradual emergence of a Graeco- 
Karaite jargon—has barely been touched upon by researchers. And yet, 
the preliminary spadework that has been done in regard to a much 
later period (17th century) has shown that the inherently conservative 
forces, governing the linguistic phenomena of diasporic Jewries, have 
been at work also in the Karaite community. 98 Here, indeed, is a rich field 
for research, one that would not only shed light on Byzantine Karaism 
alone but undoubtedly prove helpful to Byzantine studies in general. 99 

98 On the classical revival in the period under review, see the summary by Runci- 
man, Byzantine Civilization, 233 f.; J. M. Hussey, Church and Learning in the By¬ 
zantine Empire, esp. 37 ff.; Iorga, Histoire de la vie byzantine, II, 92 ff. On the vogue 
of classical Greek among the intelligentsia of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, see 
Runciman, op. cit., 240 f. On Psellos cf. Neumann, Weltstellung des byz. Reiches, 
81 ff. ; A. N. Rambaud, Etudes sur 1’histoire byzantine, 111 ff.; Diehl, Figures byzantines, 
I, 291 ff.; Bury, “Roman Emperors,” in Selected Essays, 186 ff.; Hussey, op. cit., esp. 
73 ff.; R. M. Dawkins, “The Greek Language in the Byzantine Period,” in Baynes-Moss’ 
Byzantium, 256 f.; Brdhier, La civilisation byzantine, 328 f. On the literature of the 
period see K. Krumbacher, Geschichte der byzantinischen Literatur, and F. Dolger’s 
general observations in Die byzantinische Dichtung in der Reinsprache, 7 ff. Cf. also 
Ostrogorsky, Geschichte des byz. Staates, 261 f. 

97 Cf. above, 182, note 54. 

98 Cf. A. Danon, Meirath ‘Enaim du Caraite Elie Afida Beghi [=Journal Asiatique, 
11th Series, IV, 5 ff.]; and earlier, “Notice sur la literature gr6co-caraIte,” REJ, 
LXIV (1912), 147 ff. 

99 On the continuous process of development of conversational xoiv^, paralleling 
the scholarly efforts of the classicist-minded savants, cf. Dawkins’ aforementioned 
essay in Byzantium, esp. 258 ff. Dawkins stresses the fact (p. 262) that the two lines of 
development, the classical and the popular, have existed side by side. See also Br6hier, 
La civilisation byzantine, 325 ff. 
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Characteristically, the universal adoption of the Judeo-Espanol by 
Turkish Rabbanites, in the wake of the influx of Spanish refugees after 
1492, did not affect the Karaites of Turkey, notwithstanding the special 
respect which they reserved for the Sephardi Jews and their culture. 100 
The contrary rather seems true : Precisely the halakhic rapprochement 
between Karaites and Rabbanites of the period endowed the preservation 
of the Karaite linguistic heritage with special significance. The Karaites 
of the former Byzantine provinces were always on the receiving end 
of the interdenominational alliance, studying as they did at the feet of 
Rabbanite masters. No wonder they fell back on the half-a-millennium 
old Graeco-Karaite jargon as an anchor of their sectarian identity. 
When as late as the 1830’s the Russian Karaite leader, Abraham Fir- 
kowicz, attempted to introduce the Karaimic-Turkic dialect, spoken 
by the sectaries of Russia, in place of the Greek jargon which was still 
prevalent in the Bible classes of the Karaite community in Istanbul, the 
furor of the local Karaites knew no bounds. 101 A hundred years later 
the use of Greek could still be reported from the little Karaite quarter 
of Haskeuy, Istanbul. 102 

This extraordinary persistence had its roots in the period covered by 
the present chapter. Jacob ben Reuben’s Sefer ha-Osher —a compilation 
of excerpts from Hebrew Karaite commentaries that were circulating 
in Byzantium—brings us, through the abundant Greek glosses it contains, 
right into the very process of Karaite grecization that was then in 
progress. 


JACOB BEN REUBEN 

The date of Sefer ha-Osher is still debatable. 103 At any rate, whether 
its author lived in the eleventh century or some fifty years later, both 

100 Cf. Elijah Bashyachi’s Addereth EHyyahu, passim. Elijah shows not only prefe¬ 
rence for the classical Spanish Hebrew literature, the Sephardic cantillation, and the 
principles of biblical exegesis as practiced by the Jewish commentators of Spain, but 
also for the Sephardic Jews of his own time. He is, however, quite outspoken in his 
dislike of Ashkenazic Jewry on account of its garlic diet, noisy display of piety and 
“frightening” attire. Cf. my comments and quotation in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 185, 
and in my article on Bashyachi, Enfiklopedyah 'Ivrith, IX, 961. On Kaleb Afendo- 
polo’s close contacts with Spanish refugees from whom he acquired a Torah 
scroll, see the excerpts from Pathshegen Kethab had-Doth, published by Danon in 
JQR (N. S.), XVII (1926-27), 172-73. See also above, 152. 

t°t See D. Blondheim, “Echos du jud£o-hellenism,” REJ, LXXVHI (1924), 6. 

102 Cf. Danon, “Notice sur la literature gr&co-caralte, ”REJ, LXIV (1912), 147. 
Cf. further the testimony of Rcsanes, Dibre Yeme Yisrael be-Thogarmah, I, 206, 216. 

103 In his article in Jewish Eke., VII, 41, Poznanski at first placed Jacob ben Reuben 
in the eleventh century; later ( Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah Gaon, 67), he 
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the Hebrew translations underlying the compilation and the Greek 
glosses appended thereto belong undoubtedly to the eleventh century. 

Jacob’s original contribution to the content of his book was rather 
limited. The differences of style and the contradictions in content that 
are easily visible to one familiar with the whole manuscript, show that 
Jacob did not translate the old Arabic commentaries himself. 104 Nor, for 
that matter, was he responsible for the Greek glosses in his text (except 
perhaps for corrupting their spelling). The fact that some sections of his 
commentary, such as those on Genesis, Exodus or Leviticus, abound 
in Greek glosses, while other sections, which are no less difficult, e.g., 
Numbers and Deuteronomy, contain none, proves it beyond doubt. 
Jacob merely abridged (not always very thoughtfully) and arranged 
(not always very intelligently) those comments which he found already 
rendered into Hebrew and provided with Greek glosses by earlier trans¬ 
lators. 105 

Thus, as an actual commentary, i.'e., as a manual of annotations to the 
language and content of the scriptural text, Sefer ha-Osher is, by all 
medieval and modem standards, practically worthless. Yet, as a guide 
to the library of the early Byzantine Karaite and to his linguistic equip¬ 
ment, both Hebrew and Greek, it is perhaps the most revealing of all 

assigned him to the first half of the twelfth century. Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 
243, seems to have been unaware of this change in Poznariski’s opinion. 

104 This was already noticed by L. Marwick, JBL, LXI1 (1943), 39. For an il¬ 
lustration see above, 71 f. Cf. also below. Chapter VIII. 

105 Cf. above, 71 ff., and 77, note 48. An interesting insight into the technique of 
Jacob ben Reuben can be gained through textual comparison of three sources— 
luckily, all three of them printed. One is the full Hebrew translation of Yefeth ben 
‘All’s Commentary on the Book of Ruth. This Hebrew text was published by I. Markon 
in the Hebrew Part of Livre d’hommage a la memoire du Samuel Poznahsld, 78 ff. 
Markon wrongly attributed the work to Salman ben Yerubam; Yefeth’s authorship is 
beyond doubt. Cf. Marwick’s review-article in JBL, LXII (1943), 38 f., and his “Stu¬ 
dies” in JQR (N.S.), XXXIV (1943-44), 317, n. 15. The same conclusion was reached 
independently by L. Nemoy when answering the question, “Did Salman ben Yeruham 
Compose a Commentary on Ruth?” in JQR (N.S.), XXXIX (1948), 215 f. The other 
source is the Arabic original of Yefeth’s commentary. The first two chapters thereof 
were edited, by N. Schomstein, Der Commentar des Karaers Jephet ben ‘All zum Buche 
RUth, and translated by Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 84 ff. The third source is Jacob 
ben Reuben’s Commentary on Ruth in his Sefer ha-‘Osher. This text is nothing else 
but an abridgment of the aforementioned full Hebrew text, which, in turn, was a trans¬ 
lation of Yefeth’s Arabic Commentary on the Book of Ruth. 

Thus, a unique opportunity is given in this case to sample Jacob’s criteria of 
selection from a larger source available to him. Our case is limited, however, by the 
fact that only one translated source was available to Jacob in preparation of his brief 
Commentary on the Book of Ruth. For the time being there is no way of checking 
the criteria of synthesis and arrangement which governed his editing technique in cases 
in which more than one Hebrew translation or compilation were at his disposal. 
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contemporaneous Byzantine Karaite creations. It constitutes the sum 
total of eleventh-century exegetical knowledge in Karaism, so far 
as transmitted to Byzantium from the East, in addition to being in its 
own right a milestone in the cultural endeavor of the sect in its Byzantine 
environment. As such, it constitutes a veritable mine of information 
which the student of Byzantine Karaite history cannot afford to neglect; 
indeed, with regard to certain aspects of that history it has no peer. 

According to my computation, based on the study of the entire 
manuscript of Sefer ha-Osher (now in Leiden) and of the brief section 
thereof that had been uncritically published a hundred and thirty years 
ago in Gozlow, some five hundred (!) Greek words or Graeco-Karaite 
colloquialisms and phrases can be yielded by this commentary. Of this 
number, Genesis alone contains one-fifth; next comes Exodus with 
some seventy words, Leviticus with sixty, Isaiah with more than thirty, 
the Books of Samuel and Job with twenty-five each, and so on. The 
words range from “bread” to various species of fish; from simple work- 
tools to specialized terms in building techniques, textile industry, etc.; 
from parts of the human body to medical names for diseases and physical 
defects; from different articles of wear and even armor to official 
designations, such as titles of Byzantine officials, measures and coinage; 
from courtesy phrases to theological expressions. 106 

GREEK NAMES 

In time, along with the increasing linguistic integration of the Karaites 
in their Greek-speaking environment, surely Greek names, too, became 
popular among the Karaite inhabitants of the Empire. Unfortunately, 
we do not possess any direct evidence to this effect for the formative 
years of the sect in Byzantium. No private correspondence by Byzantine 
Karaites—comparable, say, to the plea of the Egyptian-born immigrant 
Rabbanite lady, Malihah, whose daughter from a marriage in Byzantium 
bore already the Greek name Zoi —has up to this day been recovered. 107 

106 Of course, many of these terms have been corrupted beyond recognition in the 
process of transliteration into Hebrew and subsequent copying. Still, a critical edition 
of Sefer ha-‘Osher, which I understand is imminent, will prove a major contribution 
to Byzantine studies at large, if, as 1 hope, it will be provided with a comprehensive 
glossary and the necessary critical apparatus. The creation of such an apparatus 
calls in turn for a careful study and eventual publication of the Arabic originals 
of Yefeth ben ‘All and others. 

For the general story of the diffusion of Greek among Byzantine Jewry see Starr’s 
Jews in the Byz. Empire , Index, s.v. “Greek Language.” The present material was 
unknown to Starr. 

107 See the letter published by Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine under the Fafimids, 
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Nor do we have any Byzantine Karaite legal documents of a kind paral¬ 
leling, for example, the marriage contract of the Rabbanite girl at 
Mastaura; her Greek name, Eudokia, as well as the Greek name of the 
father of one of the signatories, had to be transliterated into Hebrew 
for insertion in the traditional kethubbah , 108 

The only onomastic material available so far from Byzantine Karaites 
of the period consists of names of the Hebrew Karaite scholars whose 
works have been cited all along in the present volume. These do not 
show as yet any signs of grecization. 10 ^ The absence of such signs, 
however, is not striking at all; in fact, it is more or less in keeping with 
the situation among contemporary Byzantine Rabbanite scholars, too. 110 

Not before the fifteenth century can a Greek-sounding family name— 
Afendopolo or Efendipulo —be found among the names of Karaite 
scholars in Constantinople. It stands out as a noteworthy exception from 


II, 306 f. (cf. also I, 241 f.), and partly reproduced in English by Starr, Jews in the 
Byz. Empire, 214, No. 162. The lady asked her brothers in Egypt to return her to her 
native land along with her daughter. She seems to have married a Byzantine Jew who 
either died in the meantime or divorced her. The letter is not dated, but both Mann 
and Starr place it in the twelfth century. Although the text breaks somewhere in the 
middle of its business part—when Mallhah suggests to her brothers to cover their 
travel expenses by bringing some merchandise along with them—thefe is no doubt 
as to the Rabbanite persuasion of the correspondents; in fact, they seem to belong 
to a learned family. This can be inferred not only from the flowery Hebrew style of 
the letter but also from a direct mention of a relative who ranked high in the 
Rabbanite academic hierarchy ([miana] 'rmn nuns). 

108 Cf. the text, dated 1022 c.e., in Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine, II, 94 ff., 
and Mann’s comments there, I, 93 f. For an English version and comments see Starr, 
Jews in the Byz. Empire, 187 ff., No. 30. The name of one of the four witnesses is 
Moses ben Leon. Incidentally, several of the bride’s and bridegroom’s gifts are listed 
in Greek (in Hebrew transliteration). Th. Reinach added to the elucidation of these 
objects in “Un contrat de marriage du temps de Basile le Bulgaroctone,” Melanges 
Schlumberger, I, 118 ff. The general form and the Aramaic language of the document 
which are in line with the standard kethubboth of the period, confirm the Rabbanite 
allegiance of the parties involved. 

109 E.g., Tobias ben Moses, Jacob ben Simon, Jacob ben Reuben, Yehudah 
Hadassi, Elijah ben Abraham. 

110 Cf. the names of the Rabbanite scholars in Starr’s presentation of Byzantine 
Jewish intellectual activity prior to 1204, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 59 ff. Cf. further 
the names of community leaders in the different Byzantine localities visited by Benjamin 
of Tudela. A brief check will reveal that no more than 5 percent of the personages 
listed by the traveler bore Greek names; there is, however, some doubt as to their 
scholarly standing. On the other hand, there is no certainty that the Hebrew gram¬ 
marian, Kaleb, surnamed Korsinos and quoted by the fourteenth-century Mosconi, 
was actually a contemporary of Abishai of Zagora, a Bulgarian Rabbanite scholar 
who is reported by the same Mosconi (in an earlier passage) to have composed a 
supercommentary on Ibn Ezra in 1170; chances are that Korsinos belongs to the 
hirteenth century. See on him Starr, op. cit., 64, and 236, No. 183. 
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the growing number of Turkicized names assumed by Karaites living in 
the former Byzantine territories of the Ottoman Empire. 111 This later 
phenomenon, however, cannot be gone into at this juncture. 112 

Whatever the case, it is obvious that responsible leaders were aware of 
the danger of excessive linguistic integration in the formative period of 
Karaite settlement in Byzantium. Consequently, the cultivation of 
Hebrew, in spite of its initial clumsiness and undeveloped scientific 
vocabulary, was surely looked upon by them as a praiseworthy coun¬ 
tercheck to the assimilating forces at play. Indeed, it is possible that this 
attitude may have prompted the twelfth-century Byzantine Karaite 
Yehudah Hadassi to include the personal obligation of the study of 
Hebrew among the Ten Articles of Faith which he was the first to for¬ 
mulate. 113 


CHANGING HORIZONS 

We have now reached the middle of the eleventh century, when an al¬ 
ready well-established and economically prosperous third-generation 
Karaite society in Byzantium was about to attain maturity. This matura¬ 
tion was manifest, as we have seen, in the development of an in- 

* 11 Carmoly’s rendering “Efendipulo” ( Israelitische Annalen, ed. Jost, I [1839], 397), 
accepted by Furst ( Geschichte des Karderthums, II, 311, and note 201) and by Neubauer 
(Aus der Petersburger Bibliothek, 61), is rejected by Steinschneider ( Gesammelte 
Schriften, I, 182, note 2). The reading “Afendopolo,” although unexplained, is preva¬ 
lent in the later treatments. Galantg ( Cinquiime recueil de documents concernant 
les Juifs de Turquie, 50) mentions, along with “Afendopolo,” also the Greek Karaite 
name Kalonyanos. He gives, however, no details as to the activity of the family bearing 
that name. No Kalonyanos is known to me among the Karaite scholars of Byzantium or 
Turkey. On the occurrence of Turkicized family names among Karaites see briefly 
above, 58 f. 

112 I propose to deal with it in my projected “History of the Karaites in Turkey, 
Russia and Poland." 

U3 Cf. the Sixth Article in Hadassi’s Creed, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 21c-d, Alphabet 53: 
nm'ipi :n*n ■pa n!>i5>oni naimm na”am :ira nn [tnirei bv=] :n’n u up® tips i”3D 

^»bi bp ’iisi dpi [ ,] nsm i’n»!>i mipa ns^ni mpai mini nai’am 

p®9 pa* m :«*n pm K’n nta p’nm 9ssai 5>a>mni ’wan pnoi maim tiais 9 bbi :mn nn 5>» taa 
mp!> mna no® '*n» !>» ponii m ’a : (n »D'* ^nn) ’no nn’ann nanaa m rm» :mn n®to ia’nV« 
(o yi '3bs) 'n nipa n5>a. 

The now binding briefer deflnition of this Artide and the commentary thereon by 
the fifteenth-century “last codifier” of Karaism, Elijah Bashyachi ( Addereth Eliyyahu, 
80d ff.), are given in partial English translation by Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 250 ff. 
The Karaites took great pride in the fact that Hadassi’s Articles of Faith preceded 
the formulation of the Rabbanite Creed by Maimonides. Incidentally, among the 
Thirteen Articles of the Rabbanites no similar demand is made to master the Hebrew 
language and grammar as a matter of religious obligation. 
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telligent and far-sighted national leadership under the guidance of 
Tobias ben Moses. In the eventful period which was now initiated, 
institutional forms were molded and an unprecedented activity was 
set in motion, aimed at transferring the Karaite literary treasures of 
Palestine to Byzantium. Policies were now laid down which proved to 
be of far-reaching consequence for the future of the sect. 114 

Thus, the middle of the eleventh century marked for Byzantine 
Karaism both an end and a beginning. It was the end, or rather the 
consummation, of a twin process which had already begun more than 
half a century earlier. Of one of its aspects we have spoken in detail: it was 
the geo-demographic shift of Jewish communal and economic endeavor, 
brought about by the political and territorial transformations that shook 
the Near East in the latter half of the tenth century. This development 
continued and became more pronounced in the eleventh century with 
the further decline of the major Jewish centers in the ‘Abbasid Caliphate. 
It was to that general upheaval in the East, which had so radically 
affected the Jewish people at large, that Karaite settlements owed their 
very existence on Byzantine soil. Thus we can readily understand the 
intimate dependence and attachment of the Byzantine Karaites to their co¬ 
religionists on the Islamic side of the international fence. We must 
recognize these ties as a factor of paramount importance in the formative 
stages of Karaism in Byzantium. 115 

We shall now consider the second aspect of the process which 
dominated the early years of the sect in the Empire. The ascendency of 
the Italian maritime republics which began in the latter half of the 
tenth century, and the resurgence of Muslim piracy in the East- 
Mediterranean waters some decades later, steadily narrowed such 
avenues of international trade which had hitherto been open to the 
Jews. The consequent involuntary contraction of Jewish commercial 
enterprise into the boundaries of a local or, at best, regional market, 

114 An illuminating contrast between the Byzantine Karaites and Rabbanites with 
regard to their respective sources of creative inspiration was thought by Starr to be 
apparent in the biblical commentaries produced in the Empire. The indebtedness of 
the Karaite commentators in Byzantium to their Palestinian mentors, often bordering 
on what to the modern reader would smack of plagiarism, has already been sufficiently 
emphasized; see also Chapter VIU. Contrariwise, the Rabbanite authors in the Empire 
seem to have been affected very little, if at all, by the teaching emanating from 
Palestine or Mesopotamia. Starr maintained (Jews in the Byz. Empire, 50 ff.), that 
“we find them using instead, for the most part, the works of several famous western 
scholars." Cf. there, 64. This last assertion still awaits documentation. 

11 5 Cf. above, 110 ff. 
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proved—in Byzantium perhaps more than in any Near-Eastern Islamic 
country—a mighty propelling force for the rise of an indigenous, 
regional-minded Karaite leadership. 

This steadily shrinking horizon of Byzantine Jewish economy has to 
be viewed also in the context of the interdependent communal situation in 
Jewry at large: The once-powerful central agencies of Jewish self- 
government in the old Islamic world were disintegrating; Rabbanite 
local or regional authorities were emerging everywhere. The era of 
progressive decentralization of Jewry—a corollary of the disintegration 
of the Eastern Caliphate—and the rise of provincial Jewish leadership, 
in the wake of regional needs and self-determination, had set in. 116 These 
communal and economic developments further stimulated the sense of 
self-awareness and the profound inner transformation that had taken 
hold of the third generation of Karaites in the Empire. 

The grandsons of the Arabic-speaking newcomers to Christian 
Byzantium now became increasingly sensitive to their regional needs and 
interests. This country was now theirs by birthright. They felt they were 
well integrated in it both linguistically and culturally. Adherents of a sect 
that was a characteristic product of an Islamic environment, 117 they 
could not avoid coming to grips with a situation which was as alarming 
as it was natural: their native Greek was steadily pushing the traditional 
Arabicized models of Karaite literature and thought out of their daily 
life. True, these native Karaite Byzantines remained genuinely and 
unswervingly loyal to their religio-spiritual ideal embodied in the living 
example of the Arabic-speaking “Mourners of Zion” in Jerusalem: they 
humbly accepted the latter’s tutelage in matters of law and sent their 
sons to Palestine to sit at the feet of the saintly masters. They further 
maintained close commercial ties with their Egyptian brethren. Still, 
they felt disturbed and embarrassed by those external elements of their 
heritage which now seemed politically and culturally alien to the 
environment they regarded as their own. 

It was not an insoluble dilemma, to be sure. The alien elements—this 
the Byzantine Karaites knew clearly—were not inherent in the basic 
tenets of their creed; they only lingered on through inertia, incompatible 
with the social and intellectual c lima te of the Christian State which 

lis Cf. the paragraph on “Progressive Decentralization” in S. W. Baron’s Social 
and Religious History of the Jews (2nd ed.), V, 38 ff., as well as the paragraphs “Provincial 
Leadership” and “Progressive Self-determination” in his The Jewish Community, I, 
187 ff. and 206 f., respectively. 

U7 See above, Introd., 3, 9. 25. 
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was now their home. The dictate of the hour, then, was to emancipate 
the Byzantine branch of the movement from these alien externals, 
without infringing, however, on the fundamentals of Karaism’s religious 
and social doctrine. 

ON THE THRESHOLD OF MATURITY AND SELF-ASSERTION 

It is in this sense that the mid-forties of the eleventh century mark also 
a beginning: a protracted struggle for self-assertion and a conscious 
effort by the local leadership to adapt the Karaites’ mode of life to speci¬ 
fically Byzantine conditions while retaining the essentials of Karaite 
faith and practice. 

It comes as no surprise that precisely from the ranks of students, who 
had lived and studied in Jerusalem and returned from there imbued 
with the zeal of the “Mourners of Zion,” arose such leaders as Tobias 
ben Moses. Equipped with a thorough mastery of Karaite doctrine and 
exegesis, in addition to the general erudition and spirit flowing from 
his native Greek environment, Tobias has led his compatriots from 
inarticulate growth under the wings of Palestinian masters and from 
complacent catering to Egyptian notables into co mm unal self-assertion 
and literary creativity. 

In launching their flock on a path of adjustment and reorientation, 
the leaders of young Karaism in Byzantium surely saved the movement 
from inner contradictions and decay. They could not have known that 
in the process of adaptation and reformulation of many a principle, in 
order to suit the new developments, some essentials would have to be 
sacrificed, too. All they were doing was forging the means for survival and 
for preservation of identity in the new environment they called now home. 
They could not have foreseen that in the not far-off future tremendous 
external happenings would eventually sweep the movement away from 
Palestine, the focal point of independent Karaite creativity, and away 
from the socio-political and communal climate of the Islamic East 
which had caused originally the sect’s appearance on the scene of 
Jewish history. Nor could they have dreamed then of the great 
mission which their center was consequently destined to shoulder, 
for centuries to come, in spreading and supporting the Karaite creed 
in the far provinces of Eastern Europe. 



CHAPTER V 


COMING TO TERMS WITH THE LAW 

T he ultimate nature of the Byzantine Karaite adjustments 
becomes increasingly manifest to the critical eye as one glances 
through the centuries. Unfortunately, most of Karaite literary 
creations possess the monotonous uniformity, so characteristic of that 
genre of literature in general, which makes it rather difficult to trace 
the initial changes that occurred in the sect in the early Byzantine period. 

Nevertheless, on the strength of the unmistakable modifications in 
Karaite law a few generations later, we shall not go wrong in venturing 
an assumption. We may anticipate that, while clinging to essential 
divergences in ritual, the Karaite minority gradually absorbed certain 
customs and usages which were developed by its Rabbanite neighbors 
through centuries-long experience on Byzantine soil. 1 In the course of 
time, genuinely new Karaite practices and a characteristically new 
slant in the Karaite mode of thinking might have taken shape. These 
were a result of conditions prevailing in the country and of the ever¬ 
growing impact of linguistic and cultural integration of Karaite intel¬ 
ligentsia into the Empire’s heterogeneous society. 

LAW AND REALITY 

The scantiness of actual information about the changes involved imposes 
on the student the obligation of appraising the character and intensity 
of such changes in a roundabout way. Thus, a careful application of 
semantic analysis to Karaite legal terminology might prove extremely 
useful; it might compensate for the absence of explicit acknowledg¬ 
ment in Karaite literature of the above-surmised absorption of new 
practices and customs. For, whatever their nature and degree, modifi- 

1 On the early history of the Jewish communities in the Byzantine Empire see, 
in general, S. Krauss, Studien zur byzantinisch-jiidischen Geschichte. Starr’s Jews 
in the Byzantine Empire begins only with the changed position of the Empire in the 
seventh century, i.e., after the loss of the eastern provinces to the Muslim conquerors. 
See also above, 113, note 97. 
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cations of religious usages and rules of behavior required either altera¬ 
tions in Karaite law proper or new approaches in legal interpretation. 
Old terms had to be imbued with new meanings; new terms had to be 
adopted where the old ones, even in their new formulation, failed to 
meet the realities of life. Hence, the quest for a new or modified legal 
terminology—reflecting, in turn, a quest for legal recognition of realities 
of life—may indirectly afford us an insight into the workings of the 
process of acclimatization assumed above. 

Regrettably, Karaite legislation was never investigated in terms of 
historical development. The “monolithic” approach to Karaism of most 
modern researchers and the inherently conservative character of Karaite 
literature all through the ages tended to present Karaite law as a basically 
homogeneous and fairly stable creation. 2 Consequently, the eleventh- 
and fifteenth-century reforms (such as those modifying the laws of 
incest or the regulations governing the kindling of fire for use on a 
Sabbath) were looked upon by scholars as sporadic excesses of radical 
liberals, out of tune with the “true” tenor of Karaite legislative philoso¬ 
phy. The truth of the matter is, however, that, in addition to the evident 
changes in specific laws, which indeed were formally promulgated in 
the eleventh and fifteenth centuries respectively, a serious process of 
legislative revision and reformulation was already in progress from the 
mid-tenth century on. This process not only touched upon a number of 
practical issues, but encompassed a whole range of basic legal concepts 
and the accepted criteria for legal deduction. A full-scale exploration of 
this evolution in Karaite jurisprudence is, of course, impractical in 
this connection, however beckoning the task. In the present chapter 
only the briefest and most general sketch can be given of those legal 
concepts which alone are directly relevant to the Byzantine story. 3 

PALESTINIAN PRELUDE 

To be sure, then, the trend toward adjustment and reformulation of the 
Karaite code of law did not begin in Byzantium. Early attempts in that di- 

2 On the “monolithic” approach of modern Karaitic scholarship see our Introduc¬ 
tion, above, 7 f. 

3 The full documentation of the present thesis, so far as the pre-Byzantine Karaite 
material goes, will have to be deferred to a separate study which I hope to publish 
some time in the future. On the other hand, Byzantine literature will be referred to as 
fully as space and consideration of form permit. The reader will easily discover 
for himself the points in which I am indebted to, and those on which I differ, in method 
and conclusion, from the earlier interpretations. 

Cf., for instance, Graetz, Geschichte der Juden (4th ed.), V, Note 17, 9 iv, esp. 501 ff.; 
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rection can already be discerned in the Muslim environment of Palestine, 
when Karaite scholarship attained the threshold of ripeness and maturity. 

True, Palestinian Karaite literature of the late tenth and the eleventh 
centuries is usually lumped together with that of the earlier school (late 
ninth and early tenth centuries) under the general heading of “The Golden 
Age of Karaism in Palestine.” There is, however, a definite difference 
between these two chronological units both in quality and character. 
The early Karaite creativity (till the middle of the tenth century), bravely 
shouldering the burden of repelling the Saadyan and post-Saadyan as¬ 
sault, concentrated mainly on polemics and apologetics. Even the works it 
produced in the field of biblical exegesis, Hebrew linguistics, etc., are 
heavily overlaid with political excursuses which, while interesting to 
the historian, can hardly be counted among the durable gains of Judaic 
scholarship. Composed by a somewhat narrow-minded, if vocal, circle 
of fighters (of whom the oft-quoted Salman ben Yeruham is best repre¬ 
sented in the extant sources), these works were soon superseded by the 
more mature compositions forming what I would call the “Later Golden 
Age” in the literary story of Karaism. The later compositions, indeed, 
while not devoid of polemics and of the familiar zest for reading into 
the Bible allusions to political happenings of the period, constitute a 
lasting and positive contribution to Jewish learning of all times. 

The Later Golden Age is mirrored in the scholarly endeavor of 
Joseph ben Noah who in the late tenth century admittedly founded a 
Karaite college of seventy scholars in Jerusalem. His disciples, active in 
eleventh-century Palestine, have carved for the Jerusalem Karaite 
academy a permanent place in the cultural history of Jewry as a 
whole. 4 Even Rabbanite authorities of the time were quite conscious 

Weiss, Dor Dor we-Dorshaw, IV, esp. 77 f.; Harkavy, Studien urtd Mittheilungen, VIII, 
Introduction, as well as in several other of his studies cited elsewhere in the present 
volume; Poznahski, esp. “Anan et ses Merits,” REJ, XLIV (1902), 179 fF-; or the 
modem treatments, notably Mahler's Hak-Kara’im, esp. 133 ff.; Ben-Sasson’s critique 
of the latter in Zion, XV (1950), 42 ff.; Nemoy’s Karaite Anthology, Introduction, 
and his earlier essays; and, most recently, Baron’s chapter on the “Karaite Schism,’’ 
in his revised Social and Religious History of the Jews, V, 209 ff. (and notes). 

4 Cf. “Ibn al-Hitl’s Chronicle of Karaite Doctors” (ed. Margoliouth), JQR (O.S.), 
IX (1897), 433 and 439; Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 232. See also, most recently, my 
remarks in JJS, VIII (1957), 73, and the bibliographical data above, 185, note 64. 

Somewhere on the borderline between the two periods we find David ben Abraham 
al-FisI, the lexicographer. His Dictionary, while undoubtedly studied in the Jerusalem 
Karaite academy and twice abridged in the eleventh century, enjoyed merely a short¬ 
lived popularity. Similar to the works of the Early Golden Age, it exerted a limited 
influence only and was soon superseded by compositions of the later period. Cf. 
Skoss, KitabJami‘ al-Alfaz of David b. Abraham al-Fasi, I, In trod., xxxiii ff. 
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of the undeniable ripeness and high caliber of Karaite scholarship 
from the latter half of the tenth century on. 5 Represented by such 
masters as Yefeth ben ‘All, exegete, his son Levi, legist, Sahl ben Ma$liah, 
polemicist and jurist, Abu’l-Faraj Harun, grammarian, Joseph al-Ba$ir, 
philosopher and lawmaker, and the versatile disciple of the two teachers 
mentioned last, Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah, Karaite learning made its 
impact be felt not only in Byzantium but as far as Spain. 6 Hence, when 
discussing the Byzantine phase of Karaite history, the different quality 
of the second period within the Golden Age framework must not be 
lost sight of, since Byzantine Karaite scholarship was a direct offshoot of 
the Later Golden Age of the sect in Palestine. 

Now, it is beyond the scope of the present study to enumerate all 
the symptoms of maturity manifested by the Golden Age Karaite 
literature in the second stage of its development. 7 Be it stressed only 
that this maturity was by no means limited to purely academic matter. 
In that later stage, the Palestinian Karaite lawmakers began also coping 
realistically with the new conditions and challenges of their time and 
pulled down many a wall that had been erected by earlier ideologists 
of the movement. 8 Still, the fact that no other than a Byzantine disciple 

5 Cf. the source quoted above, 185, beginning of note 64. Cf. also my brief sketch 
on. “Ben Zuta,” a member of the same circle of scholars, in En$iklopedyah ‘Ivrith 
(Enc. Hebraica), IX, 101 f. 

4 On Palestinian Karaite echoes in the exegesis of the twelfth-century Rabbanite 
Spaniard Abraham ibn Ezra, cf. my “Elijah Bashyachi,” Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 
60 ff., 194 ff. On Abraham ibn Daud’s literary struggle in Spain against the influence 
of Yeshu'ah’s books, see his own statement in Seder half-Kabbalah, Medieval Jewish 
Chronicles, I, 81. See further my remarks in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 186 ff., and above, 
34 f. (and notes). 

7 As one illustration of these symptoms of maturity we may cite the positive stand 
of the spokesmen of that period on the question of introducing the teaching of philo¬ 
sophy into the Karaite curriculum. This development comes into sharper relief when 
appraised against the background of the heated opposition to the study of philosophy 
voiced earlier by an al-KOmisi or a Salman. The acceptance of philosophy as a legiti¬ 
mate subject matter in the Karaite program of instruction was coupled with the 
actual rise of philosophical writings in the sectarian academy of Jerusalem, reaching 
full blossom in the eleventh century under Joseph al-Basir and Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah. 

This stands in no contradiction to the fact that we already have in the early tenth 
century a great Karaite thinker and erudite, Jacob al-KLrkisani, who was well versed 
in the philosophic discipline of his time. Kirkisani, a non-Palestinian, a characteristic 
product of the symbiotic cultural climate of Upper Mesopotamia in the late ninth 
and early tenth centuries, constitutes in this respect a separate phenomenon and 
should by no means be counted with the Palestinian Early Golden Age. Invaluable 
as he is to the historian today, he wielded little influence on the philosophic outlook 
of his successors. 

8 The realistic approach of the Jerusalem Karaite school at the time under dis¬ 
cussion can be gauged, for instance, from the position of that school on the rikkiib 
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of the Jerusalem masters did affix the final seal to that trend, by giving 
it its definitive legal formulation, is not without significance. In so 
doing, the eleventh-century Karaite lawmaker in the Empire had founded, 
in a sense, a new school of legal thought in Karaism, foreshadowing 
the great innovations of Elijah Bashyachi in the fifteenth century. 

This new direction in the philosophy of sectarian Jewish law merits 
therefore a fuller elaboration. 

“consensus of community” 

Unwritten laws of local practice and custom, deriving their sanction 
from the sheer weight of common observance by certain groups or regions, 
attained from the very outset legitimate standing in sectarian Jewish 
jurisprudence. A counterpart of al-ijmd\i.e., “consensus of the commun¬ 
ity” in Muslim law, this phenomenon became known later in the Karaite 
legal jargon as fcibbiis or ‘ edah, 9 Chances are that 'edah may perhaps 
be echoing the Arabic legal term ‘ ada, i.e., the “unwritten body of local 
customs” ( [usus; Gewofmheitsrecht); affinity of sound may have enhanced 
here the substantial kinship of connotation between the two terms. 10 

Whatever the case, communal agreement must have been, to a degree 
greater than we suspect, instrumental in lending shape to Jewish sect¬ 
arianism. After all, even such commonplace instances as the minutiae 
of law governing ritual slaughter of animals, details of the order of 


problem, as cited above, 81 ff. Also the reply sent from Jerusalem to a Byzantine 
query on the subject of calendar doubts (to be discussed in Chapter VII of the present 
study) shows a degree of realism unthinkable a hundred years earlier, when ascetic 
zealots of the type of Salman ben Yeruham reigned supreme. 

9 On the Muslim principle of ijma ‘ see I. Goldziher, Vorlesungen iiber den Islam, 
53 ff.; Th. W. Juynboll, Handbuch des islamisehen Gesetzes, 46 ff., and his masterly 
sketch in Hastings’ Enc. of Religion and Ethics, VII, 858b ff., esp. 862b; J. Schacht, 
The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, esp. 2,42 f., 82 ff.; G. E. von Grunebaum, 
Medieval Islam (2nd ed.), 149 ff.; M. Khadduri, War and Peace in the Law of Islam, 31 ff. 

to This was suggested to me by Professor A, Jeffery of Columbia University who, 
upon reading the manuscript of the present study, graciously permitted the inclusion 
of this point in the text. ‘Ada or ‘ urf (i. e., “what is commonly known as being the 
custom”) “have generally been the produce of long-standing convention, either 
deliberately adopted or the result of unconscious adaptation to circumstances, and 
they have therefore been followed where practical considerations have been uppermost,” 
writes R. Levy in The Social Structure of Islam, 248. Quoting Goldziher’s Die gahiriten. 
Levy emphasizes the fact that while “the customary laws have generally gone unrecorded 
by the legists, they have not gone unrecognized,” and “where local influences have 
been strong, local custom has frequently been held to be decisive.” 

On the persistence of local practices in the fringe areas of Jewish Dispersion, which 
were more than other regions addicted to sectarianism, see our Introduction, above, 
5,16 f. 
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prayer, and the characteristically Karaite insistence on lunar observation 
as the determinant of Rosh-Hodesh (the first day of the month) could 
only be inferred from the Scripture by an unusual stretch of imagination 
and by most precarious dialectics. These and similar precepts, as candidly 
admitted by a fifteenth-century Karaite codifier, were actually such as 

we have grown used to following, since the time of our fathers and their ancestors, 
and which we have made our regular custom to observe, although they were not 
prescribed by the Scriptures. Indeed, they have become L second] nature to us. 11 

In other words, these deviationist usages and observances were the 
practical expression of a general consensus of opinion in areas in which 
their adherents lived in compact groups and which had been only slightly 
affected by the normative geonic legislation. To them the practices based 
on 'edah or kibbu? were no less valid than precepts clearly formulated 
by the biblical Lawmaker. 

The intellectualist trend of ijtihad or hippiis, which gained the upper hand 
in the sectarian camp with the rise of Karaism, could not but desiccate 
the ‘ edah principle of its inherent, self-revitalizing capacity. Hard on 
the heels of talmudic hermeneutics, Karaism refused to lag behind the 
central Rabbanite authorities in the halakhic formulation of Judaism. 
Consequently, it engaged in the fortification of its own mode of life 
on legalistic, scholarly foundations. Karaite savants seized upon a 
forced biblical exegesis as a rationale for those regional divergences 
which had been originally discarded by Babylonian talmudic legislation; 
these divergences, as already noted, vigorously persisted on the margins 
of the far-flung Diaspora—the breeding-places of Jewish dissent—on 
the strength of communal consensus. 

“search ye well in the scripture” 

Beginning with ‘Anan ben David, Karaite exegetes and legists read 
the particular rites and modes of behavior of their sect into the text 
of the Scriptures by strained dialectical devices, largely borrowed from 
talmudic and Muslim literature. They even went so far as to stretch 
the authorized scriptural foundation for hermeneutical deductions; 
while Rabbanite hermeneutics was limited to the Five Books of Moses, 
the Karaites ranged over the twenty-four volumes of the entire Bible. 

Thus, “pure biblicism” or “fundamentalism” cannot be applied in 
their true sense to the Karaite movement. Terms of this kind would 
lead us to believe that the Karaites were content to discard such practices 


u See below, 231, note 51, our quotation from Bashyachi’s Addereth Eliyyahu. 
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as are not explicitly mentioned in the Torah. The Karaite Books of 
Precepts (Si/re Mifwoth ), however, moved in an opposite direction. 
Taking the established sectarian custom as a point of departure, they 
endeavored to muster for it the maximum of biblical support by extend¬ 
ing the traditional hermeneutical devices to the limit of their pliability. 
This, in fact, is the gist of the well-known Karaite maxim, hapisu be - 
oraytha shappir (“Search ye well in the Scripture”), which very probably 
stems from ‘Anan himself. 

The ‘Ananite doctrine did not reach, however, the eleventh-century 
builders and ideologists of the movement in Byzantium in its pristine 
garb. Channeled through a ninth- and tenth-century Palestinian-inspired 
interpretation, the dicta that claimed the Founding Fathers of the 
sect for their authors gathered on their way several elements of legal 
and social thought which were far removed from the original ideas 
of the early leaders. Even the text of ‘Anan’s defiant rallying-cry to Scrip¬ 
ture Searchers—the just-quoted hapisu be-oraytha shappir— was probably 
available to the Byzantine Karaite students, as it is available to us today, 
only as a quotation in a late tenth-century Palestinian composition. 12 

Indeed, the accuracy and even the very authenticity of the extant 
version of ‘Anan’s slogan had long been subject to doubt. Particularly 
the second clause of the statement, we-'al tisha'anu l al dati (“And do 
not rely on my opinion”), caused serious difficulty on account of its 
Hebrew wording. Such wording contr asted with both the Aramaic formu¬ 
lation of the first clause and the use of Aramaic in general in ‘Anan’s 
Book of Precepts . 13 

The reservations of the sceptics, whether because of linguistic or 
other difficulties, are well-founded. Still, a mere dismissal of the Hebrew 
part of the statement as apocryphal fails to do justice to the later Karaite 

12 For the context of the ‘Ananite maxim cf. Yefeth ben ‘Ah’s Commentary on 
the Book of Zechariah (with reference to Zech. 5:8), as quoted by Poznanski, “Anan 
et ses 6crits,” REJ, XLIV (1902), 184. Even Yefeth himself may not have seen 
a complete copy of ‘Anan’s code. Cf. Harkavy, Studien und Mittheilungen, VHI, 
193. See there also, 132, 139. 

13 Of the most recent studies on the subject, Mahler ( Hak-lfara'im , 134, note 32) 
does not credit the phrase with literal accuracy. It follows, however, from his general 
evaluation of ‘Anan's doctrine that he has no doubt as to the authenticity of its content. 
On the other hand, Nemoy considers the phraseology of the whole dictum “certainly 
such as ‘Anan would have used.” Cf. his “Anan ben David—A Reappraisal of 
the Historical Data,” in Semitic Studies in Memory of Immanuel L8w, 241, note 17. 
Cf. further Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews (2nd ed.), V, 212 f. and 
389 f. (note 4), comparing ‘Anan’s injunction with that of Rabbanite authorities 
and with the attitude of the Muslim jurist ash-ShafiT. 
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author, whoever he was, who coined the additional Hebrew clause and 
attributed it to ‘Anan; surely he must have done so with good purpose. 

“do not rely on my opinion” 

It seems reasonable to assume that the Hebrew-formulated injunction 
originated some time in the ninth (or early tenth) century, when Karaism 
used Hebrew as the vehicle of its literary creativity. On the other hand, 
however, it is hardly conceivable that the purpose of the late originator 
of the Hebrew phrase was in all earnestness to present ‘Anan as the 
broad-minded protagonist of rationalism and individualism, the way 
the literal meaning of that phrase would suggest. Nothing we know 
of ‘Anan points to his being either broad-minded or a rationalist or 
a scholar encouraging individual interpretation of the Law. Since 
Palestinian Karaism in the late ninth and early tenth centuries was 
openly critical of ‘Anan and his close followers, the ‘Ananites, a serious 
attribution to ‘Anan, at that juncture, of a liberal call for rationalistic 
individualism in Bible studies would seem strange indeed. 

It is therefore more likely that the Hebrew clause, “And do not rely 
on my opinion,” was devised to caution against the idea of infallibility 
that might possibly attach to ‘Anan’s interpretation of the Law. In 
fact, the wording may have been at first a parodical anti- Ananite 
missile, a gibe, pure and simple, appended by ‘Anan’s opponents to 
his genuine dictum: a sort of “warning” of ‘Anan against himself. 
This quip may have possibly originated in the late ninth-century Hebrew 
Karaite school of Daniel al-Kumisi who made no secret of his aversion to 
‘Anan and his method. Indeed, in a Commentary on the Book of Daniel, 
al-Kumisi (or one of his circle) went so far as to question ‘Anan’s very 
belonging to the class of intellectuals, and outrightly enjoined his core¬ 
ligionists “not to take lesson from his sayings.” 14 This brings to mind 
another of al-Kumisi’s famous puns against ‘Anan, reported by Kirki- 
sanl, in which by a clever “emendation” of letters he presented ‘Anan, 
the erstwhile “Prince of Intellectuals” ( Rosh ham-Maskilim), as “Prince 
of the Fools” (Rosh hak-Kesilim ). 15 

14 Cf. Mann’s “Early Karaite Bible Commentaries,” in JQR (N.S.), XU (1921-22), 
esp. 519; Eng. tr. by Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 39. Commenting on Dan. 11:36 
n'^nmn pi), the author declares: »a i^Bn ids rm an -mai 

p (sic!) in ni>n n’5”3wsn p mn p» »a umw ok nnsn .msaa iJ>paa (sic!) n’lB’in mi>i ’i”awp 
(s/c!) oumKiri pH ,rn 5»3®n k5> towi nm.pwn m ’a O’^wann’^arwi 

IIBK 1K3B’. 

is Kitab al-Anwar wa-l-Maralcib (ed. Nemoy), I, 5; Eng. tr. by Nemoy, in “Al- 
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It was not until the trend toward consolidation had set in about themid- 
tenth century that the abusive twist of the spurious motto attributed to 
‘Anan .lost its parodical edge. The pronouncement in question, the content 
of which was by now well in line with the individualistic ten dency prevalent 
among the Karaites all over, began to be taken at face value and regarded 
as a genuinely positive statement by the Father of the sect. It advocated 
what tenth-century Karaism considered a foundation-stone of the movement: 
extreme individualism in the exposition of the Law. It was, indeed, 
in this vein that the slogan was invoked by Yefeth ben ‘Ali, the most 
individualistically minded and most original exegete of the Later Golden 
Age, in his Commentary on Zechariah (where the motto appears for 
the first time), and it was from Yefeth that the pseudo-‘Ananite doctrine 
entered also the Weltanschauung of Tobias ben Moses and of other 
Byzantine Karaite authorities. 16 

BENJAMIN AN-NAHAWENDI 

To be sure,‘Anan was not the only Karaite lawmaker of the older school 
to whom later Karaite rationalists of the Yefeth circle attributed encour¬ 
agement of individualistic exegesis so that they might lend a stamp 
of relative antiquity and respectability to the tenth-century situation. 
The other Founding Father of the sect, the early ninth-century Benjamin 
an-Nahawendi, was also called in to serve the same purpose. The conten¬ 
tious presentation of Benjamin by the Later Golden Age spokesmen 
as champion of individualism was accepted by modem scholarship 

Qirqisani’s Account of the Jewish Sects and Christianity,” HUCA, VII (1930), 321, 
and in Karaite Anthology, 330, note III/l. 

The fact that Kirkisani in 937 c.e. had no part in quoting the slogan now under 
discussion—neither its Aramaic clause alone nor the Hebrew appendage to it—is no 
proof that he was unaware of its existence. Rather, in line with our reconstruction, 
realizing the anti-‘Ananite bias of al-KumisI and kindred critics (whom he listed 
as a separate school of dissenters!), he deliberately refrained from reporting it. Suffice 
it (so he thought) to reproduce just one single sample of the catchy gibes which the 
al-KumisI school used to launch against ‘Anan; he branded that gibe shameful, to 
be sure. It will have served no good purpose (he reasoned further), indeed it would 
be unbecoming a scholar, to also repeat another of the opposition’s contemptuous 
wisecracks. For this one, in particular, bore all the earmarks of a scurrilous apo- 
cryphon which brazenly put into the mouth of the founder of the movement a dispar¬ 
aging comment about himself. 

ts Cf. above, 210, note 12. Cf. also the passage from Yefeth’s Commentary on Deu¬ 
teronomy, quoted by Poznanski in the same connection. For Tobias’ indebtedness to 
Yefeth ben ‘Ali see our quotation from his Osar Neftmad, below, 258, note 23. In 
his colophon (Chapter VHI, note 171) Tobias, too, enjoins his readers “not to rely 
on his sayings.” 
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as faithfully mirroring the legalistic creed of the veteran judge of Naha- 
wend. In reality, however, there is nothing in the writings of Benjamin 
that could be construed as recognition of the individual’s right to inde¬ 
pendent interpretation of the Scripture. 

Again, the crucial phrase, usually quoted in behalf of that scholar, 
does not appear in the extant version of his Book of Laws , 17 That phrase 
is only known from the aforementioned Commentary of Yefeth ben 
‘Ali—the self-same exegete who was the first to invoke the allegedly 
‘Ananite dictum, too. Indeed, Benjamin’s supposed opinion was offered 
there in conjunction with the slogan attributed to ‘Anan . 18 

Now, it has been established already by modern researchers that 
the passage in question, as quoted by Yefeth, was not a literal quotation 
from Benjamin’s writings but a statement by Yefeth himself, interpreting 
Benjamin’s general philosophy of law . 19 It is my contention, however, 
that Yefeth’s comments do not reflect the views of Benjamin at all. 
Surely, the sentiments expressed in them in praise of scholarly indepen¬ 
dence-stressing the exemption of the son from the duty of following the 
legal interpretations of his father, or the freedom of a pupil to disagree 
with his teacher—are valid for all periods of Karaite activity insofar as 
they refer in general to Karaite rebellion against talmudism. They have 
no bearing, however, on Benjamin’s opinion with regard to the right of 
individual formulation of laws within the Karaite camp, once such laws 
have been promulgated by competent Karaite authorities through proper 
documentation with scriptural evidence. In this respect Benjamin was 
no less authoritarian than the Rabbanites. His well-known views on the 
right—nay, duty—of corporal chastisement to be meted out by parents to 
their disobedient children, by husbands to wives, by teachers to pupils, 
by skilled craftsmen to apprentices, by masters and mistresses to slaves, 
and so on, hardly suggest that he encouraged the independence of sons 
from their Karaite fathers and of pupils from their Karaite teachers . 20 

17 Mas'ath Binyamin, appended by Firkowicz to his edition of Aaron ben Joseph’s 
Mtbbar Yesharim, Gozlow, 1835. Several excerpts in English translation have been 
included in Nemoy’s Karaite Anthology, 23 if. 

i* Poznanski, REJ, XLIV (1902), 184; Harkavy, Studien und Mittheilungen, VIII, 
176. 

19 Poznanski, REJ, XLIV (1902), 184; Harkavy, Studien und Mittheilungen, VIE, 
176. Mahler (Half-fCara’im, 214, note 32) rightly recalls the fact that Pinsker, Graetz 
and Dubnow have mistaken the Yefeth passage for a declaration coming from the pen 
of Benjamin. He considers, however, the interpretation given by Yefeth a fair state¬ 
ment of Benjamin’s views. 

2° Mas'atk Binyamin, 2a. For the social implications that go into the above rule cf. 
Ben-Sasson’s pertinent remarks in “The First of the Karaites” (Hebrew), Zion, XV 
(1950), 52 f., in refutation of the views expounded by Mahler. 
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Thus, not only the phrasing, as we have it in Yefeth’s commentary, 
but also the very ideas of liberalism stated there do not antedate the 
generation of Yefeth and his Palestinian colleagues. 21 The invocation 
of Benjamin’s authority in connection with these ideas was obviously 
designed to serve the interests of a trend dominant in the tenth century 
and thereafter; as such it has no historical value so far as the reconstruc¬ 
tion of the philosophy of the early ninth-century Benjamin is concerned. 
It, however, is still of importance to us in the context of Palestino- 
Byzantine relations within the Karaite camp, for precisely in its tmhis- 
torical presentation it helped molding the outlook of the Karaite leaders 
in Byzantium who accepted Yefeth and kindred late tenth- and eleventh- 
century masters as authoritative interpreters of Karaite thought. 

“NEITHER a PROPHET NOR THE SON OF A PROPHET” 

With no more justification can the only authentic quotation from 
Benjamin in Yefeth’s statement be cited as proof of Benjamin’s allegedly 
individualistic philosophy. The line in question—taken by Yefeth from 
“the closing section of [Benjamin’s] book,” though absent from our 
printed version—represents Benjamin as insisting on his being “neither 
a prophet nor the son of a prophet” (cf. Amos 7:14) but just “one of 
thousands and tens of thousands” of the children of Israel. 

Now, there is no reason to doubt the genuineness of that declaration, 
since Yefeth is quite precise concerning its location in Benjamin’s Code. 
Yet, its bearing on the problem discussed here seems rather remote. 
Viewed against the conditions prevalent in an-Nahawendl’s home pro¬ 
vince, that line simply comes as the Persian intellectual’s answer to a belief 
which was still rampant in his day among his sectarian compatriots—name¬ 
ly, that their (pre-Karaite) leaders, an Abu ‘Isa of Isfahan or a Yudghan 
of Hamadan, were endowed with the Divine gift of prophecy. Karaite 
and Muslim testimonies have shown that the ‘Isunian movement was 
still unextinguished as late as the tenth century and as far as Syria. 
How much more so did it constitute a factor to be reckoned with a 
full century earlier in the Jewish community of Persia in the time of 
Nahawendi. 22 

21 Cf., for instance, the quotation from Sahl ben Ma$liah, Yefeth’s younger contem¬ 
porary, given above, SI, note 66. Incidentally, all the textual documentation that Mah¬ 
ler could muster in support of his thesis about the Karaite individualistic philosophy 
of law belongs to the tenth century or to subsequent periods. Cf. his Hak-gara’im, 
214 ff. 

22 Cf. Kirkisani’s discussion of the prophetic calling claimed by Abu ‘Isa, Kitab 
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Nevertheless, having accepted the tenor of Yefeth’s late tenth-century 
presentation as the true embodiment of the ideology of Benjamin 
an-Nahawendi, modern scholarship insisted on reading also into the 
epilogue of the printed edition of Benjamin’s Code the same alleged 
tendency toward individualistic formulation of biblical exegesis. 

I have written for you a book of laws [says Benjamin in the concluding 
paragraph of Mas'ath Binyamin], so that you should pass judgment according to 
them upon Karaites, your brethren and friends. Now, for each particular law I have 
indicated the proper scriptural verse. As for other laws which are utilized in judg¬ 
ment and recorded by Rabbanites and for which I could find no support in the 
Scripture, I have written them down also, so that you might pass judgment accord¬ 
ing to them if you so desire. 23 

Now, Benjamin draws here a distinct line between two kinds of laws 
compiled in his Code. On the one hand, he leaves, for obvious reasons, 
the utilization of Rabbanite-sponsored laws to the discretion of the 
local Karaite judge. Since these laws have no scriptural backing, the 
judge may as well ignore them, unless necessity compels him to take 
cognizance of their availability. Benjamin leaves, however, no such 
leeway with reference to those dinim (laws) for which biblical evidence 
has been supplied in his Code. Such laws are put on record so that the 
judge “should pass judgment according to them.” No mention is made 
of the right of individual judges, let alone laymen, to deviate from these 
laws “if they so desire” and to formulate different laws in accord with 
an independent exegesis of their own. 

In brief: Contrary to prevalent conceptions, the individualistic ap- 


al-Anwar wa-l-Marakib, I, 52, II, 283, 304, 307; Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VH (1930), 
372, 376, 383. It is obvious that Kiririsanl’s persistent refutation of Abu ‘Isa’s claim 
to prophecy was not prompted by mere academic considerations. He himself reported 
in the first half of the tenth century the existence of a community of 20 ‘Isunian fami¬ 
lies in Damascus. Cf. Kitab al-Anwar, I, 12, 59; Eng. tr., HUCA, VII (1930), 328, 391. 
The situation as communicated half a century later by the Muslim al-Bakillani gives 
the impression that the ‘Isunian movement was much greater than the partisanKirkisanI 
was ready to admit. Cf. R. Brunschvig, in Homenaje a Millas-Vallicrosa, I, 226 ff. 
Recently, in my paper on the “Karaite Attitude to Christianity and the Christians,’’ 
presented to the Second World Congress of Jewish Studies (Jerusalem, 1957), I believe 
to have shown to what extent local concern over the still-unextinguished ‘Isunian 
activity conditioned also Kiririsanrs critique of Jesus’ claim to prophecy. Cf. further 
below. Chapter VIII. 

23 Mas'ath Binyamin, 6b ( Karaite Anthology, 29, §IX): d’J ’1 iso oaV viana laa 
■mw mn -itran mpn iA# >nim pn pi ^»a bv laai .nanm oa^nK mpa oa li’in® 
oa 13’in issnn dhv ,\nana tuns en na n»i^ »nVia’ onai iansi oa- My own 
translation of the passage differs in some respects from that of Nemoy, being of 
course influenced by my interpretation of Benjamin’s philosophy of law. Still, it is a 
difference of emphasis only. Nemoy’s version does not materially affect any of the 
conclusions reached in the present discussion. 
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proach to biblical exegesis and to practical legislation was conspicuously 
absent at the birthplace of Karaism. Alien to the spirit of the Founding 
Fathers and to the rule of community consensus, which they (erroneously) 
believed they were fortifying through analogical deductions and scrip¬ 
tural documentation, this individualistic approach marked a new 
direction, a deviation from the original philosophy of ‘Ananite juris¬ 
prudence, and a new answer to the sect’s novel experience in the late 
tenth century. 

To be sure, the idealistic projection of a tenth-century development 
back into the days of ‘Anan ben David and Benjamin an-Nahawendi 
is not surprising at all. It should be viewed on a par with countless 
similar cases known from the religious and literary history of Judaism 
and from the story of mankind at large. The product of a pious exped¬ 
iency at first, it was easily accepted later as the historical truth, both 
from reasons of sheer ignorance and from the natural tendency toward 
idealization of the past. It was, thus, largely responsible for blurring 
the boundaries between the different stages in Karaism’s history. 

The student of the Byzantine branch of the sect must give serious 
thought to these crucial tenth-century developments, including the above 
adventures in pseudo-historical reconstruction. For there, at the feet 
of the tenth- and eleventh-century masters, Byzantine Karaism acquired 
the fundamentals of its religious and scholastic training which guided 
it in its future creativity and helped it on its way through history. 

TENTH-CENTURY REVISIONISM 

The novel, individualistic approach of the great tenth-century Karaite 
scholars to exegesis and legislation, which soon attained the rank of a 
time-honored principle allegedly emanating from the Founding Fathers 
themselves, tended, for one thing, to justify the splits and dissensions 
that were tearing the Karaite camp asunder. On the other hand, it was 
designed to promote the doctrine of individual responsibility which 
was to become now a household word with Karaite polemicists. Naturally, 
with the growing caution and tradition-mindedness of the post-Saadyan 
generations, the right to individual interpretation of the Scripture was 
not so much a battle-cry of dissident missionary propaganda as the 
only realistic line by which to defend the sectarian raison d'etreM 

24 Cf., for instance, the plea of Sahl ben Ma$lia]i in his oft-quoted Epistle, Likkufe, 
App. IQ, 34 (Karaite Anthology, 118 f., §18): rVi o’avian on ’a Nips ua TinN’ n!> 'a 
oai n'p D’R’aan ’nnoa nai rrs nsm mina D’mni onpin on San ,osDna dot ok i»yin!» ppn i®» 
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No less intense than the above considerations was the overall tendency 
in tenth-century Karaism toward an honest and courageous revision 
of all domains of the sect’s social and scholarly endeavor. This revisionist 
trend was the inevitable function of the bankruptcy of ‘Ananism and 
the result of the new Palestino-centric direction in which the al-Kumis! 
school had launched the reawakened Karaite movement half a century 
earlier. 23 In the scholastic field proper, the process of independent 
interpretation of the Scriptures, once set in motion through the rise of 
an original exegetical literature in the school of al-KumisI (and possibly 
earlier), not only continued by force of its own momentum but engulfed 
in ever-widening circles the whole range of biblical exegesis, sharply 
affecting legal thought as well. Since differences in the exposition of 
the legal portions of the Pentateuch involved new approaches to practical 
legislation, the repercussions of the growing and increasingly disparate 
exegetical production of the tenth century were perforce deeply felt 
in all sectors of Karaite law. 

Rationalism and individualism would, of course, not stop with that. 
The questioning of the practical results of earlier legislation was bound 
to lead to a reappraisal of the very principles which guided the scholars 
in their interpretation of sectarian law. Such dialectical methods as 
the overinflated hefckesk, i.e., analogical deduction (paralleling, in a 
sense, the fciyas of Muslim jurisprudence, itself an adaptation from 
an originally talmudic principle of hermeneutics), were persistently 
and in some cases successfully challenged by realistic jurists of the 
late tenth and the eleventh centuries. 26 


npm itTsm inn nn^ : apn m Drprm^ nnuiN on 12 /[mwan ’aan=] o»awma nana n’tm 
oanna -na»’i n»”p n’H-ia oai> mp’ip na iwsn. (See below, 221, end of note 31.) 

Indeed, in the passage from Yefeth's Commentary on Deuteronomy cited by Poz- 
nariski the example of the early Rabbanite sages is also invoked, alongside that of 
‘Anan and Benjamin an-Nahawendi. The mishnaic scholars, too (argues Yefeth), 
“composed Books of Precepts, and each of them said what he thought [right] and 
documented it by [scriptural] evidence..., and his opinion may or may not be in 
agreement with the actual truth.” Cf. REJ, XLIV (1902), 184. 

25 See above, Introd., 19 ff., and in Chapter VII, below. 

2S Cf. Hadassi, Eshkol hak-Ko/er, 64d, Alphabets 168-69: jra »i»2wa mpa ’ia 
nra n» P’pna »d ,nnan i>a Wan ®pna bjbki .. .rrnnn nna nl>K 2 ihb isbnnj [p» bitij=] 
»D 2 [bn inam’=] k'-p m p tjoi’ an ,irpna mr ain papai anaa miat? ’a wn ... mmn na nbi’ 
'»a»aan mna n^>»ai> iai«’a®. 

Indeed, earlier in the same context, 64c-d, Hadassi expatiated more fully on the 
opposition to the use of the helfkesh. This opposition was voiced by the late tenth- 
century Joseph ben Noah and paralleled Saadyah’s repudiation of this method, too: 
i?’P’ ’a iam »*: na p «]oi* dj "pm nta yn .. .nnna vpn pn ’a maana nan n*i#B ’aimsa 
mm trpn pa »a -pa^ (i)iaa .aa^ 'n m3’ na naaptn nos (n 'd naa) ma® n’K-wn :mina 
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In addition, the rift between the dictates of common sense and certain 
rationally inexplicable practices demanded by Scripture must have 
acutely disturbed the tenth- and eleventh-century Karaite theologians 
and philosophers. This problem, posed all along by the religious minds 
of all ages and quite keenly felt by the Saadyan generation, was even 
more poignant to the Karaites than to their Rabbanite neighbors, in 
view of the overall tendency in Karaism toward added strictness in 
the performance of ritual obligations.27 

“consensus” under scrutiny 

At the same time, realism and conscience began questioning the validity 
of what remained now of the principle of “general consent” (‘ edah ). For, 
in all truth, the ‘edah, the original concept of it, that is, now lay emptied 
of its fundamental content. Ever since the sectarian biblicists began 
stretching and squeezing the Written Law itself to fit patterns of life 
and behavior once inspired by “universal agreement,” the import of that 
agreement seemed to be losing ground progressively. Indeed, what 
tended in the last analysis to undermine the authority of the Karaite 'edah 
principle was not only the procedural weakness inherent also in the 
Muslim (especially Shafi ‘Ite) doctrine of ijma ‘; it was the very “biblidsm” 

iBa’ fi’i! .nmtita laiio nwm r’pm pnpim n»# mw n"» n»a nvi iVi .mm ansaa ,tib 
tnainnV nr- 

For the critique of the hefckesh by Saadyah cf. Poznanski, Karaite Literary Opponents 
of Saadiah Gaon, 69. Cf. also Kirkisanl, Kitab al-Anwar wa-l-Marakib, I, 79 Cf.; G. 
Vajda, “Etudes sur Qirqisani-II,” REJ, CVII (N.S., VII, 1946-47), 66 if. For the prac¬ 
tical application of the tendency to curtail the use of hekkesh in the field of the Karaite 
law of incest cf. above, 81 ff. (and note 69). Cf. also our remarks on the realism 
of the eleventh-century Karaite legislators in Jerusa'em, above, 207 f., note 8. See, 
finally, M. Zucker, in Sura, II (1955-56), 321 ff. 

On the kiyas in Muslim jurisprudence see Juynboll, Handbuch des islamischen 
Gesetzes, 50 CF.; Schacht, The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, 98 if. 

27 Cf. Hadassi, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 64d, Alphabet 168: ’id5r ian n’i>aa p imn 
>iVn ns’ ]a fsoi.. jnsann mvffl msai ppnai vapaai n»m naana onai ‘i bn D5’5an R'V 
'naaa *nD«n nmn aair ’a .iimtnnl> nsin 'aana r!>i msai Bpnai saraa '’*iaa 'as '!>’Van k-i’ 
pjo anaK qnaana naann moiK® na mnai mnn 5ao w® na mow n-nren 'naia *imm 
in'am nsn nnn nsn nna , i nV»a. (See Levi’s view, below, 228, end of note 46). 

For the Saadyan influence on Karaite thinking in this field, cf. the acknowledgment 
of a none-too-iriendly Hadassi later in the same context: pia n»a ’Bin’an n’lao n5a 
»'3 ’V’sbb Kipa ’V»aV mn’ mauai :minn. The passage has been reproduced in full 
by Poznanski and compared with the discussion of the four sources of cognition in 
Saadyah’s Introduction to the Book of Beliefs and Opinions. See The Karaite Literary 
Opponents of Saadiah Gaon, 69 fi, and note 2. Needless to say, no comprehensive 
discussion of the problem nor of Saadyah’s role in its elucidation can be undertaken 
here. 
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which was now called upon to give scriptural support to practices 
originally sanctioned by the “consensus of community.” 

For, with the ever-increasing preoccupation with biblical exegesis 
as guide to pious behavior, the ‘edah lost its creative capacity and 
respectability. On the one hand, Bible exegetes would jealously guard their 
own right to individual interpretation of the letter of the Law, in spite 
of the fact that the consistent exercise of that right increased academic 
dissension and deepened the rift between later commentators and the 
older Karaite school. Yet, they had no patience with the pluralism inherent 
in the principle of consensus. Paradoxically, they, the spokesmen of 
a sect whose original raison d'etre consisted of the conservation of 
customs sponsored by regional consensus against the uniformitarian 
pressure of the guardians of “transmitted truth,” would, in turn, appeal 
now for uniformity in the name of a “biblical truth” of their own, 
as if they themselves were not divided on its meaning. In an effort 
to stem the rapidly progressing process of disintegration of the move¬ 
ment, they would now gladly deprive regional groups of their age¬ 
long custom of following the consensus of their own community. 28 

To be sure, the apprehensions of the commentators were not wholly 
unfounded. The dissident population, thinned out by now because of 
its spreading into the new urban centers of the Caliphate and because of 
the inroads of Rabbinism into areas in which the sectaries once had 
lived in well-knit communities, lacked a nerve-center for responsible 
socio-religious creativity. Consequently, the ‘edah was deprived of its 

28 Deploring the differences between the various Karaite groups (in the text quoted 
in our next note), al-Rumisi accused the opposing factions of “not turning to the 
study of the Torah so that they may know which is the true way.” 

To what extent regional divergences were responsible for the formation of separate 
beliefs and modes of life among the Karaites can be gauged from Kirkisani’s list 
of inner Karaite differences. Cf. his Kitab at-Anwar wa-l-Marakib, I, 60 ff.; Eng. 
tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VII (1930), 392 ff. In that list Kirkisani enumerates the 
practices of “some [people] of Baghdad” ol-kiJI “some [people] of Tustar” 

z -U ^); “people from among the Ba$rans and from Fars” 

,>)’ ‘ ,some Karaites of Syria” ( r UI Ovfl } j-j); “some Ka¬ 
raites of KhorasSn” (<j^\“some of the Karaites of Khorasan 
and Jibal” (jU-1 j 61-' Ojf'ji 6*)‘ '^ lat expression “some people” refers 

to Karaites is clear from the phrase following the description of the customs of “some 
people of Ba?ra and Fars.” Alluding to these Ba$rans, Kirkisani states the following: 
“The above-mentioned Karaites from Ba?ra” .11 j, 11 “ 

obvious that the same applies to all other cases. The title of the whole chapter 
leaves no doubt about it (^Jl^)| ^ L. jTi J)- 
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broader and unifying scope; instead, it turned into the proving-ground 
of an infinite variety of small-scale consensuses and, sponsored by 
scores of splinter groups, brought the movement to the brink of anarchy. 
In vain did al-Kumisi deplore the sectional practices followed (no doubt 
on the strength of some local consensus) by groups “who call themselves 
Karaites.” 29 A dismayed Kirkisani exclaimed in despair that there are 
no two Karaites in the early tenth century who agree on one matter and 
that the situation “is growing worse day by day.”30 

Of course, though more or less contemporaries, the two scholars 
were motivated by different philosophies and considerations when 
complaining about the irritatingly heterogeneous make-up of Karaite 
practices. The Palestino-centric al-Kumisi regarded the regional and 
group differences—stemming from variations of environment and of 
economic pursuit in the Diaspora (or, as he put it, from “running in 
tumult after merchandise similar to the custom of the Gentiles”)—as 
real stumbling-blocks on the road to unity and uniformity to which 
the Jerusalem center felt destined to lead the movement. On the other 
hand, Kirkisani, the Diaspora Jew with no marked nationalist leanings, 
could not ignore the possibility that the Rabbanites would exploit 
Karaite dissensions as a counter-argument, “whenever we [i.e., the 
Karaites] blame them for the differences between the people of Syria 
[=Palestine] and the people of Babylonia.” 31 

29 Cf. his “Tract of an Early Karaite Settler in Jerusalem,” published by Mann, 
JQR (N.S.), XII (1921-22), 257 f. [this part is not included in Nemoy’s abridged 
English version of the text in Karaite Anthology ]: nns [D’aam ms i>~i] om-ms on 

.. .snisai na nsaio u’i>» sin maim msan wt rnt 2 >s si> naan mpa »1 >m D’snpn 
’i>»ss on .. .cnan n«nna twis mi —«jun !>» sin mai> mm i>» ■>'« bb»b onais tnpa ’5>itaa oa 
vbv omaisi run ovn issi -ipa iwa i>iasi> an'na mpa >i>saa oai a-as onai® arsw mpa 
ni>sai na®a nnasi mstsa D’n(>i» an .-ip® pins smi [imwsa si>® ms’3 ^’lsn 

nuna npn(> oma aa»s i>» .. .o”un amaa nninoa a’Bin on ’3 nma nsa n»pi .nann 
nas im nr’sn. 

30 Cf. Kitab al-Anwar, I, 14 (Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VII [1930], 330), and 
earlier, I, 5 ( HUCA , 321), as well as the list of the divergent Karaite groups cited 
above, 219, note 28. 

3t Kitab al-Anwar, I, 63 f. (Eng. tr., HUCA, VII [1930], 396). Kirkisani assures 
hjs coreligionists that they should not be afraid of such Rabbanite counter-arguments. 
Karaite internal controversy is the inevitable outcome of legal knowledge arrived 
at by reason. Such extenuating circumstances, however, cannot be claimed by the 
Rabbanites, who point to their laws as being based on a prophetic (hence incontestable) 
tradition. The existence of controversy within Rabbinic Jewry (argues KirkisanQ 
bares the falsehood of such Rabbanite assertion. Indeed, Kirkisani himself included 
a list of “differences” in law and ritual between the Rabbanites of Palestine and those 
of Babylonia. Cf. his Kitab al-Anwar, I, 48 ff.; Eng. tr., HUCA, VII (1930), 377 ff. 
The Rabbanite material bn the subject has been reedited by M. Margalioth, Hillukim 
shebben Anshe Mizrah u-Berte Eref Yisrael. 
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Whatever the case, they both realized that a truly universal “agreement 
of the community,” the way 'edah was expected to be when taken as 
a source of law, was, under the changed conditions of a diversified 
Karaite society, no longer attainable. 

‘“edah” and “ijma‘” 

Indeed, such an agreement was hardly welcome by now, even on prin¬ 
ciple. Developments within the late tenth-century Jewish society as 
a whole made the continuous application of the rule of consensus by 
the sectaries a rather precarious procedure. For the rule was undoubtedly 
convenient and effective as long as the non-normative practices were 
adhered to by homogeneous groups living on the peripheries of Jewish 
settlement. However, with the expansion of talmudic authority into 
the far-off comers of the Jewish Diaspora, and with the growing 
standardization of life in general in the highly commercialized Middle 
Eastern society, there emerged among the majority in the community 
a growing awareness of the sectarian connotation attached to many of 
the discarded regional ways and customs. Practices once dominant in 
whole regions remained now the heritage of the few. 

The principle of community consensus must therefore have become an 
outdated slogan to a group doomed to a fate of being a perpetual minority 
in the Jewish world. Under the changed circumstances, close to the 
turn of the first millennium C.E., it was a principle fraught with danger 
and capable of boomeranging against the sectaries themselves. For 
the power of the consensus now lay irretrievably with the talmudic 
majority. 32 Not in vain were some ideologists of the movement inclined 
to make Karaite legislation hinge on two determinants only: the Scripture 
and analogical deduction. The suggested rejection of *edah as one of 
the sources of sectarian law came as a cautious yet unequivocal recog¬ 
nition of contemporaneous reality: after all, “there may be inadvertent 

Cf. also Sahl ben Masliah, in Likkufe ]jiadmoniyyoth , App. Ill, 34 (Karaite Anthology, 
119), calling to those of the Rabbanites who apparently were influenced by the piety 
of the sectarian “Mourners” in Jerusalem, yet were also honestly perplexed by the 
dissensions within the Karaite camp: “Do not say, 'How shall we act, since the Ka¬ 
raites also differ among themselves. Whom among them shall we follow?_Study and 

search and seek and investigate and do that which occurs to you by way of solid proof 
and that which seems reasonable to you.” Cf. above, 216 f., note 24. 

32 It is in this connection that the problem of majority rule (ahare rabbim le-haffoth) 
is heatedly discussed in Karaite literature from the tenth century on. Invoking Ex. 23:2, 
the Karaites did not cease to reiterate their right—indeed, their religious obligadon— 
to secede from the consensus of the (Rabbanite) majority, for “thou shalt not follow 
a multitude to do evil.” Cf. the texts quoted above, 54 ff., notes 73-75, 
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error on the part of the whole community.” 33 This telling explanation 
of why ‘edah should be deprived of its legislative powers—so different 
from the Sunnite assertion attributed to the Prophet that “never will 
my community be united in error” 34 —permits us an insight into the 
workings of the mechanism of Karaite reaction to the changing and 
increasingly hostile content of community consensus, and brings to 
mind the example of Shi‘ism. 

Comparisons between Shi'ism and medieval Jewish sectarianism 
under Islam have been attempted with different degrees of caution 
and success, ever since the establishment of modern Karaitic research 
a century ago. However, the problem was always analyzed with reference 
to the rise of Karaism, its background and its immediate causes; as 
such it has no relationship to our discussion. The following comments 
will be limited to the specific question now under consideration, namely, 
the waning of ‘edah and ijmd‘ in Karaism and Shi'ism respectively. These 
comments do not necessarily suggest indebtedness; rather they point 
to the inescapable reaction of a minority seeking to provide a rationale 
for its own position and a justification for its insistent repudiation of 
the majority rule. 

In a way, the Karaite attitude parallels in our case the line of reasoning 
and action followed by Shi‘ite Islam versus ijma*, i.e., versus the general 
consent of the Muslim community. While the foundation-stone of the 
orthodox concept of ijmd‘ was the confidence that the consenting com¬ 
munity must be infallible (ma'ywm), the ShTites could obviously not 
acquiesce to the idea of infallibility of a community in which their Sunnite 
opponents constituted the majority. Did not the recognition of the 
Caliphate and the acceptance of the political status quo in Islam by the 
Sunnite-sponsored “consensus of the community” prove the error of 
such consensus and the unreliability of the very principle of ijma 1 V s 

Moreover, there is even, to some extent, a basic similarity in the 
Shi'ite and Karaite approach to the solution of the dilemma. Having 
deposed ijmd < from its high-ranking status in Muslim jurisprudence, 

33 HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 64, Alphabet 168: owa D^ant? *n m (Poznafiski 
corrected the corrupted on to read oti) ’Via *a .. .sin mi’ «i>i z^nai snwaa 'nm 
m»n Was nas® n^M. Cf. also line 2 of the text quoted below, 248, note 97. 

34 Cf. Juynboll, Handbuch des islamischen Gesetzes, 47; I. Goldziher, Vorlesungen 

itber den Islam, 54. A Rabbanite counterpart of that Sunnite dictum was the slogan 
ipv i>9 [!un](a’ l>s kVi I^kI’-iw l>a» noun ks»b nas’ «!> ’a. Saadyah’s assertion to 

this effect was quoted and combatted by Levi ben Yefeth in his hitherto unpub¬ 
lished Book of Precepts, Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 13a f. 

35 Goldziher, Die Rich tungen der islamischen Koranauslegung, 283 f. 
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Shi'ism was ready to accord it some authority, provided it won the 
concurrence of the imams or of their authorized representatives. 35 
Similarly, Karaism would agree to recognize ‘edah whenever the latter 
was properly supported by authority—authority of the Scriptures, that is, 
or of its rightful (i.e., Karaite) exponents. 3 ? 

This is, however, where the parallel comes to an end. There is no 
resemblance between the fate of the '’edah and that of Shi‘ite ijma' 
in subsequent generations. For, unlike Shi'ism, Karaism failed to 
attain anywhere (except, for some time, in Palestine) a degree of authority 
or numerical strength that would enable it to insist on the above formu¬ 
lation of consensus. Alas, there could be no evading of reality in a 
Rabbanite-ruled community nor escape from compromise. Whether 
the Karaites chose to admit it or not, the suggested solution, linking 
the recognition of ‘edah to scriptural support, could not be bolstered 
by facts. Pious intentions had to bow to sober reality. The story of 
4 edah is thus, in a nutshell, the story of Karaism in general, the story 
of the sect’s inevitable adjustment to the ruling (Rabbanite) majority. 

THE FORCE OF TRADITION 

Having lost its original source of strength, the 'edah increasingly absorbed 
the features of another principle with which it was integrally connected, 
although the sect was for a long time reluctant to admit it and had 
no specific name for it. That other principle was “tradition.” To use 
the corresponding nomenclature of Muslim u$ul al-fikh, or roots of 
jurisprudence, the ijma' (universal consent) was now confused with the 
surma (i.e., the proper conduct and custom transmitted by tradition). 38 

To be sure, this was not an entirely novel or unusual development, 
since the so-called consensus of the dissident community, though not 
identical with tradition, was primarily based on time-honored precedents 
of behavior which were faithfully followed by that community. 3 *> In 


36 Goldziher, Vorlesungen iiber den Islam, 225 f. 

37 See the texts quoted and discussed further on, 232 ff. 

38 The presentation of the phenomenon in corresponding terms from Muslim 
jurisprudence is Poznanski’s, REJ, XLIV (1902), 182, n. 3. On the surma as “living 
tradition” see Schacht, Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, 58 ff. 

Characteristically, however, the Karaites refrained from using the term surma and 
preferred the term an-nakl, meaning “transmission.” See the text below, 229, note 
48, and Vajda’s pertinent observation in REJ, CVII (1946-47), 93, notes 47-48. 

39 Cf. Schacht, op. cit., 58, where the point is stressed that the sunna and the 
consensus “are all interrelated and, in fact, interchangeable to such an extent that 
they cannot be isolated from one another.” 
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other words, it stemmed from accumulated regional traditions which the 
given community saw fit to preserve, in spite of the repudiation of 
these traditions by the central talmudic authorities. Nevertheless, under 
the circumstances, the above developments had a new ring altogether. 
The equation of “consensus” and “tradition” opened the way for legalizing 
customs, old and new, for which no hermeneutical support could be 
mustered. Now that the sanction of consensus was lacking, the mighty 
force of tradition provided a solid foundation for the persistence of 
biblically unsupported mores. Intrinsically, however, the unification 
of the two principles was an unequivocal admission of the fact that even 
the Karaites, who so vocally rejected Rabbinical reliance on oral trans¬ 
mission, could not avoid the cumulative impact of tradition. It was 
thus an ominous sign of the course into which Karaism was bound to 
drift during the next thousand years. 

The late tenth- and eleventh-century Palestinian Karaite masters were, 
of course, not unaware of these developments. It was, however, their 
Byzantine disciple, Tobias ben Moses, who first fully realized their 
implications and endeavored to translate them into legal usage. Fearing 
that his native community might fall prey to corroding doubts when 
confronted with the inescapable necessity of compromise with circum¬ 
stances, Tobias decided to lend outright sanction to the identification 
of consensus with tradition. It is in connection with the definition of 
this practice that I view the introduction of the concept of ha‘atakah 
into Karaite legal literature. 


“ha'atakah” 

As far as can be judged from the extant texts, it was Tobias who first 
established the specific legal application of ha'atakah . 40 The term as 
such has been traced to geonic literature of the early days of Hai Gaon 
(i.e., the last decade of the tenth century), whence it was supposed to 
have been borrowed by the Karaites. 4 ! 

40 The thesis that Tobias was the first among the Karaite scholars to use the term 
was suggested by Poznanski, “Anan et ses Merits,” REJ, XLIV (1902), 182, note 3. 
It will be shown presently that this thesis is erroneous. My comments in “Some Aspects 
of Karaite-Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium,” PAAJR, XXIV (1955), 9, note 21, 
where I have followed Poznanski, have been corrected accordingly. Cf. PAAJR, 
XXV (1956), 178 ff., note 2. 

41 Cf. Rabbi Elhanan’s query addressed to Hai Gaon in 993 c.e. and published 
by Harkavy in his Studien und Mittheilungen, IV, 24, Responsum No. 47 (cf. the 
editor’s notes there, 351 and 394). Similarly, seeHai’s Responsum No. 119, in Temim 
De‘im (forming part of Tummath Yesharim, Venice, 1622), 22d. On the use of ha'atakah 
by the twelfth-century Abraham ibn Ezra in an anti-Karaite context, see my “Elijah 
Bashyachi,” Tarbis, XXV (1955-56), 195. 
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Now, it can, of course, be taken for granted that any Hebrew term 
for “tradition” was of Rabbanite origin. The Rabbanites alone made 
the adherence to tradition a paramount malter of principle. Hence, 
they also developed the proper terminology when defining and discus¬ 
sing that principle. To the extent that early Karaites, too, utilized the 
Rabbinic expressions, they did so only in order to denote and repu¬ 
diate the Rabbanite concept of tradition. 

However, the sources offered till now in support of the Rabbanite 
authorship of ha'atakah are all very late. Unless we revise our concept 
altogether and consider the term as an original Karaite creation—and 
there seems to be no corroborating evidence to warrant such a revision— 
we must assume that the Rabbanites used it in Palestine before the 990’s, 
since the Karaite polemicist, Sahl ben Masliah, discussed its meaning 
in an anti-Rabbanite vein more or less in the same period, if not a 
decade or two earlier. 42 

A study of the full manuscript version of Tobias’ hitherto unpublished 
0?ar Nehmad convinced me that the term ha'atakah must have been 
part of a Hebrew Saadyan terminology known in Palestine in the early 
post-Saadyan era. It is my impression that Hebrew translations of 
Saadyah’s exegetical works (or, at least, the polemical sections thereof) 
were circulating in Palestine among Rabbanites and Karaites alike, 
underlying oral and literary debates between protagonists of the two 
camps. These (mid-tenth-century?) Hebrew Saadyan texts must have 
contained the term ha'atakah —the Hebrew equivalent of Saadyah’s 
Arabic an-nakl —and it is from there that the term found its way into 
the subsequent works of Saadyah’s Rabbanite successors and into the 
writings of his Karaite opponents as well. 41 

Of course, it is difficult to decide as yet whether the term was actually 
coined by Saadyah or for the sake of translating Saadyah, or merely was 

42 See the full text of Sahl’s discussion further in this chapter, 227 f., and note 46. 
See also, 232, end of note 54. The exact time of Sahl’s activity has yet to be determined. 
At any rate, it is sure that he was a (younger?) contemporary of Yefeth ben ‘All in 
the second half of the tenth century. See the bibliographical references above, 37, 
note 27 (end). 

The verb as used a generation earlier by Salman ben Yerufiam, Book of 

the Wars of the Lord (ed. Davidson), 38, 43, 89, 130, has no legal connotation. 

41 My initially very cautious suggestion that Hebrew translations of Saadyah’s 
Commentary were available to scholars in tenth-century Palestine and elsewhere has 
now been bome out by a Saadyanic student. I have it on the authority of my learned 
friend Doctor M. Zucker that in the course of his recent Genizah studies in Cambridge 
he found some 40 leaves of such a Hebrew version. We shall have to await now the 
publication of the fragment in order to see whether it contains the term ha'atakah 
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used from that time on with greater frequency. Whatever the case, 
the connection between its appearance in Karaite literature and the 
Saadyan polemic against sectarianism can be taken for granted. It is, 
indeed, no coincidence that Tobias the Karaite employs ha'atafcah 
and its kindred grammatical forms mainly when quoting Saadyah (for the 
sake of refutation, of course) and when discussing the Saadyan concept 
of an-nakl , 44 


SEMANTIC EXPANSION 

However, the linguistic aspects of the process reconstructed here, 
whereby the Rabbanite term ha‘atakah was introduced into the Hebrew 
Karaite vocabulary in late tenth-century Palestine, gives but one side 
of the story. The real importance of this process is revealed to us only 
when an attempt is made to trace the subsequent semantic expansion 
of the ha'atakah concept as it entered the body of legal principles in Byzan¬ 
tine Karaism. In this respect it is symbolic of the evolution that Pales¬ 
tinian Karaite legislation as a whole had undergone in Byzantium. 


and whether it yields any data which would help determine the time of the translation. 
At any rate, the extant leaves (so I am informed) belong to Saadyah’s Commentary 
on Leviticus to which Tobias’ Ofar Neff mad is also devoted. 

(It goes without saying that Saadyah’s Arabic tafsir on the Pentateuch is of no rele¬ 
vance to the present discussion; nor shall we cite here the literature pertaining to it.) 

44 Cf. Tobias’ Ofar Nefimad, in the Bodleian MS No. 290, 6a: inw’Bn n'loe mRi 
in npnsnn ynn on Van .lainlbn ja nam nr Vi> n’tn ont> pa [np’Van pasa-] -am nr tusk 'br ’a 
lnin’on 'br ['B«a :W] 'br nam ’a nnaai JiBirnn p nmawa imp nn o’mani [nncion :5>-s] ancon 
npnsna xto rs imn br p>ni nan 'em .p 'br naw’cn nnso >a mi n’R-i pa 'nan p ’a. 

And again 35a: [nan nam nr ’nin’en 'br ...inian nbvbv mnon an np’Vnn ’a 
nphan ncirn -pR iru .a”? mpane pia vn 'br an bal'mia bbs’ nn i’R BipnniRVBK B’Hbr-ih 
B’ p’nca vn (>3R 'nan in hi on naR^nn ltn -br 'brs b’b:r:i vn r^i nain’cn hn]ki .«|i»a 
nBSnanp ir-ib nn ttu ’1 nco*. And further, 87a: inn lpmi’B nn 'bir uri [n’iso=] -ibri 
npncnn niBn 'br aVem paan in i>R iniR i’i>iRi nr i’bri inia’Vv; also on 87b: pR ’a mi 
npnsnn nwn RinB ’B 'orb rnaii’ firm hi o'ao l>a anl>. Cf. also on 89b : i(> [m]k’ 
iai>n ^a run BBRa 'rb pai nnnan mi>R iaVn hn]kB pa l’-isnn .ps» Vv laV nan [n’inoi>-] 
r^i [mlirn r^i nmn ]n ksb’ r!>i ncroi Bpia* .pn 'BR’ bri n'^Rn naiann b’V 
npnvnn in. Here, incidentally, is the oldest formulation of the three sources of Ka¬ 
raite jurisprudence in which ha'atakah is mentioned in full-fledged association with 
Reason fda'ath, or simply hekkesh, i.e., analogical deduction) and Torah (or the 
kathiib, i.e., the Written Word). This formulation was to remain the guiding principle of 
Byzantine Karaite legislation for centuries to come. Cf. below, 237 f., notes 69 and 71. 

For other passages containing the term ha'atakah, cf. the Bodleian text of Ofar 
Nefimad, e.g., 94b If., and throughout the MS. In at least one connection Tobias uses 
also the phrase anshe ha-ha'ataffah, “the people of transmission.” Similarly, Tobias’ 
younger Byzantine contemporary, the author of Exodus-Leviticus Anonymous (see 
on him below, 245 f., note 93), uses the form ma'atikim when quoting Saadyah. Cf. the 
hitherto unpublished Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 219a-b. It is worth noting that the 
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Ha'atalfah, meaning literally “transmission,” seemed acceptable to 
Palestinian Karaites if it included the written transmission alone. The 
“transmission” thus understood referred to the prophetic and priestly 
tradition in Israel and was said to encompass only the post-Mosaic 
portions of the Jewish Bible. This clearly contrasted with the Rabbanite 
interpretation of ha'atalfah as oral tradition , transmitted by ma'atilfim , 
or “reporting sages,” who “lived in the time of the Temple” and “used 
to relate what they actually saw performed.” 45 

“[Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock] and feed thy kids beside the 
shepherds’ tents” (Cant. 1:8). As for “the shepherds” [explains a tenth-century 
Palestinian Karaite, reading into the Song of Songs problems of his own time], 
these are the shepherds of justice who tended their flock in truth and compassion. 
Such are the Prophets who speak from the mouth of God, and the Priests and 
Judges who act according to the Torah. And “the shepherds’ tents” are their 
books and prophecies which are transmitted along with the Torah by the hand of [the 
people of] Israel, and this, indeed, is the transmission ( ha'atalfah ) which all recognize 
[as true]. Now, if someone should argue that “the footsteps of the flock” alludes 
to the ways of the many [i.e., of the Rabbanite majority], and that “the shepherds’ 
tents” refers to the pronouncements of the [talmudic] sages under all circumstances— 
his argument is not valid. 46 


Hebrew of his Saadyan quotations differs slightly from that of Tobias (e.g., in the 
two passages quoted first in the present note). 

Incidentally, in the Hebrew version of an even earlier work, the as yet unpublished 
Sefer Miswoth of Levi ben Yefeth, composed in Palestine in 1006-7, we also encounter 
the frequent use of ha'atalfah. Cf., for instance, the excerpts in Pinsker, Likkufe, 
App. X, 89, and the passages quoted further in this study from Leiden MS Warner 
No. 22. Indeed, on fol. 75b of the MS, we find the two terms—the Arabic an-naffl 
and its Hebrew counterpart ha'atalfah —alongside each other: 5>pii>K nprumm. 

It should be noted, however, that whereas Levi’s original Book of Precepts was 
indeed written almost half a century prior to Tobias’ Osar Nefrmad, the work in its 
Hebrew garb, as we have it today, does not antedate Tobias. Consistent with the 
general rule formulated in the previous chapter (p. 190) with regard to Hebrew Karaite 
texts from eleventh-century Palestine, it stands to reason that the Hebrew Sefer 
Miswoth of Levi ben Yefeth is a translation—a product of the translation activity 
undertaken in the middle and the second half of the eleventh century in the Byzantine 
school of Tobias ben Moses. Indeed, in his Osar Nehmad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 58b, 
Tobias refers to Levi’s Code in a matter-of-fact manner which evidently suggests a 
more than average interest in the work: pa [i>« nnm’=] torv oniAnn an 'n« 'ires 
nntran d»0>) wm nsnni [5 >k nnm»] biri' ’ii>n no’ p h]f3*>oi> man inoa ®sm ,ps. 
Hence, the fact that ha'atalfah appears also in that eleventh-century work does not 
contribute in any way to the solution of the basic problem discussed here: the problem 
of the earliest introduction of the term ha'atalfah into Karaite literature. 

45 Cf. the Saadyan text quoted in the preceding note from Tobias’ Osar Nehmad, 
Bodl. MS No. 290, 35a. Cf. also the Rabbanite texts (from Lefcah T°b) quoted in 
the last chapter of this study, notes 14-16. 

46 Cf. Sahl ben Ma$lial), in Pinsker’s Likkute, App. IB, 34: uni [pan ’ipsa ■]!> *rx] 

oni ,en’i>9 n^nnai n»»a Dim -ibk pns urn on D’svrni .n’snn *pnini m 

Drpni.Kian on’iso on D’snn nuapni .mins ourivn D’uBiirm D’inam 'n ’on onainn 
DK1 Jia d»hb .^an.ivR npnsn mm ma minn o» nipnaan 
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An interesting development, however, can be witnessed some time 
later in the Byzantine school of Karaite legislation. Characteristically, 
Byzantine Karaite texts began claiming ha'atakah as closely related— 
indeed, synonymous—with the terms denoting consensus, and made 
it a principle in Karaite jurisprudence. By that time Karaite ha'atakah 
had already absorbed most of the qualities of its Rabbanite matrix—to 
wit: oral tradition and custom. Even the more familiar term kabbalah, 
meaning “acceptance [of tradition]”—thus, in a sense, an inverted 
counterpart of ha'atakah which stressed “transmission [of tradition]”— 
crept into Byzantine Karaite literature of the period under discussion. 
From the available manuscript evidence it appears that the Byzantine 
Tobias ben Moses was the first to employ this term. 47 It failed, however, 

S>sn nniK (>a bv D’nan ’iai on maim mawai ,n’ain ’an on pan ’ap» >a mu mu’ 
1B3’ xb ,D’3B 

Cf. also the statement of Levi ben Yefeth, Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 10b, in which 
the rational qualities of Karaite textual analysis ( ha-ra’yah we-had-derishah ) are con¬ 
trasted with the pitfalls of ha'atakah in its broader Rabbanite meaning: run ui> l>’Wi 
ns«n pa vnv> xbv is mpuisan mn ,[!>m]&’ pa «pi>nn -si ,&’iai [?'a] lain 
mmn ’a [pD0n=] mini nom onan nannaa i«a> ns?’nm maim... nprirnn i>u3’ iaa ipsm pai 
npnsnn mn®’ aurnm. Levi, active after Sahl, still insisted (48b) that Karaite legisla¬ 
tion can be derived only naan pap |ni mspnn |»i atnan |s, explaining the last principle 
(80a): mm ton iai 5>» !>mp’ pap »a 'am 'vx aim .voixbx .naan pap. Cf. also Hadassfs 
testimony to this effect, above, 218, note 27. 

47 Poznanski, REJ, XLIV (1902), 182, note 3, suggested on the basis of the text to be 
quoted below, 230, note SO, that it was the twelfth-century Byzantine Hadassi who 
possibly first used the term kabbalah in the sense just defined. I have followed Poz- 
nafiski’s thesis in my essay in PAAJR, XXIV (19SS), 10, note 22, in a qualified way, 
saying; “There is, of course, no way of checking, in the present state of Karaitic 
research, whether or not any of the sources that Hadassi had before his eyes, and 
which got lost since, did contain the term in question.” 

My subsequent study of the Bodleian MS of Tobias’ 0$ar Nehmad (which undoubt¬ 
edly “Hadassi had before his eyes”) caused me to move back the date of the earliest 
known Karaite use of kabbalah by a hundred years. Cf. Bodl. MS No. 290, 17b: 
n9apn inn 9aipa inn »a ’aaa min Kin ’a. And further, 35b: n’Bisn »a ’nir’an mm 
’a N’Bp an!> inn amJ>s i»ion p»o!> J>ai*i 'loan is i’i»» mm s’ms dj’« lain m ip’nsn '®na 
iiain nSap m 'an. And again, 90b: a^rrn nr nfeona n^apm nmi’n niia ’a nnsia nn^>; 
and the same phrase on 93b f. Cf. also below, 230, first quotation in note 49. 

Similarly, in Levi ben Yefeth’s Book of Precepts, Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 16b, 
we find the following wording: n ^ a p a i npnsna in:soa i!> n ’awan mn iH It will be 
recalled, however (227, note 44), that Levi’s work was translated into Hebrew in the 
Tobias school; hence the term kabbalah therein did not originate in early eleventh- 
century Palestine, where Levi composed his code, but in mid-eleventh-century Byzan¬ 
tium. See also my “Addenda and Corrigenda,” in PAAJR , XXV (1956), 181, note 3. 

Be it noted again that also the term kabbalah (o’aiBmn n9ap) appears already in the 
Book of the Wart of the Lord of the tenth-century Salman ben Yerfiham. Cf. Davidson's 
edition of Salman’s work, 65 (the passage on p. 46, also containing the term, is a late 
gloss). However, the term, as presented by Salman, not only denotes purely Rabbinic 
tradition but is also unequivocally opposed there by the Karaite D’aatwn D’jBi&n i*n< 
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to gain popularity in subsequent writings, apparently because it was 
too reminiscent of the label ba'ale half-kabbalah (the “Traditionists”), 
pinned on the Rabbanites by later generations of Karaite polemicists. 

The trend of equating consensus with ha'atafcah, though having its 
roots in an older stratum of legalistic development, did not find a clear-cut 
formulation in its expanded, Rabbanite-modeledpattern prior to the legal 
doctrine of Tobias ben Moses. 48 In fact, even Tobias suggested only 

48 In his critical inquiry “Against Whom Did Se'adya Ga’on Write the Polemical 
Poem Essa Meshalil" (Hebrew), Tarbiz, XXVII (1957), 62 f., M. Zucker has rightly 
called attention to the interesting Chapter XVIII of the Second Discourse of KirkisanTs 
Kitab al-Anwdr wa-l-Mardkib, in which consensus iijmd') was treated jointly and 
interchangeably with transmission ( nakt ). Cf. the text in Nemoy’s edition of the work, 
I, 141-49; see also there. 111, the title of Ch. XII of the same Discourse. 

However, Zucker’s invocation of the ljprkisani text as proof that “consensus” 
and “transmission” in Karaite literature were always synonymous constitutes an 
unwarranted simplification of the matter. Not only was the invoked text composed 
as late as the 30’s of the tenth century, i.e., when the above-described overintellectuali- 
zation of Jewish sectarianism had already brought the creative function of consensus 
to a standstill, but even the passage itself, cited by Zucker in support of his assertion, 
shows exactly the opposite of what it was called upon to prove. It is obvious that 
Kirkisani represents merely an initial stage in the very process of intertwining of 
concepts and interchanging of terms, as reconstructed all along in the present chapter. 

Now, this is, in effect, what Kirfeisani has to say of the two terms ( Kitab al-Anwdr, 
1,141; cf. also the French translation from the Arabic by Vajda, “Etudes sur Qirqisani 
—II,” REI, CVH [N.S. VII, 1946-47], 93; the present English translation is mine): 
“A group from among the ‘Ananites and the Karaites declares the plea of consensus 
valid for certain areas of Divine precepts. They consider it [i.e., the consensus] one 
of the ways by which the knowledge of commandments can be arrived at. The methods 
of deriving that [knowledge] are three: the [scriptural] text, the analogical deduction, 
and the consensus. Now, there are some among them [i.e., among that group of ‘Ananites 
and Karaites] who call it [=the consensus] “transmission” <jl 

dlli oi j.j-cJ'.J (j"'^r* jh\j 

<di dlli Ifi* jl dllij is (Jl 141* jjll 

5U dtti n ■ [ . J r—: j J ^Lallj)- 1 fail to see how this statement can be 
interpreted as proof of the general and self-evident synonymy of “consensus” and 
“tradition” (or “transmission”) all through Karaite history. Rather, it confirms the 
picture of legalistic evolution drawn in the foregoing pages, by showing the early 
tenth-century stage in the growing confusion of terms, ever since such concepts as 
‘edah and fcibbus lost their original meaning in the dissident society. 

Even more obvious is the semantic difference between what Kirkisani terms the 
“genuine” or the “perfect" [af-fahih] transmission and both its Rabbanite counterpart 
and the later (expanded and Rabbanite-pattemed) Karaite ha'ataftah as developed 
in the Byzantine environment. This follows not only from KirkisanTs discussion and 
critique of the different interpretations of the term that were to be found in the Karaite 
camp of his time, but also from the connotation he himself considered most acceptable. 
Allowing, to be sure, for some peripheral cases, too, Kirkisani’s definition of “genuine 
transmission” covered, primarily, “all that is to be found in the Book,” the way it 
was preserved and memorized since the days of Israel United with Royalty and Pro- 
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close kinship between these concepts, not outright synonymy. 49 It was 
not until a hundred years have passed that the terms were finally 
pronounced identical and interchangeable: 

Now, 'edah and sebel, kabbalah and ha'atakah [says the mid-twelfth-century HadassI], 
all these four terms have one and the same content. 50 

This, then, was the climax of a semantic evolution, reflecting an 
evolution in attitude and outlook that occurred in the sphere of Karaite 
legal thought in Byzantium. Endowed with the new, expanded meaning, 
ha'atakah served, in turn, as the foundation-stone for the specific Byzan¬ 
tine slant in the legal and social history of Karaism which can be wit¬ 
nessed all along from the eleventh to the sixteenth century. 

COPING WITH NEW REALITIES 

Ha'atakah was a double-edged sword designed to cut any knot in the 
legalistic confusion that the Karaite community was bound to encounter 
in a new environment. It legalized, qua tradition, observances that 
were originally called forth by the consensus of dissident communities in 
the fringe regions of the Jewish Diaspora—observances that were now 

phets. Cf. Kitab al-Anwar, I, 148, beginning of § 14 (see in French, Vajda, REJ, CVII 
[N.S. VII, 1946-47], 96): j ^ U* ^ Uu ^ jV* L 

,LlV\ tiiWj i*Vl 1— jIlls U 

In this sense, Kirkisani’s an-naJfl af-fahih was not much different from the concept 
of ha'atakah as understood half a century later by the Palestinian Sahl ben Ma$liab 
(above, 227, note 46). It surely had little to do with the subsequent Byzantine con¬ 
notation of the term. See also note 50, below. 

Incidentally, in the light of our findings in the present chapter, the tenth-century 
term ha'atakah, and not massoreth, is more in the spirit of the time and should be 
preferred whenever translating ihto Hebrew the Arabic an-nakl in the works of Saadyah 
or Kirkisani. Indeed, even Zucker himself, who translated massoreth, found it necessary 
(and quite correctly so!) to express another form stemming from the same rook 
nakilun, through the Hebrew ma'atikim. Cf. his “Fragments from Rav Saadya Gaon’s 
Commentary to the Pentateuch from MSS’’ (Hebrew), Sura, II (1955-56), 342. 

49 Cf. Bodl. MS No. 290, 95b: nun npnsnn ua [rrnso=] 'ain’wi S7>«n nr i»dw na »a 
rtapm imm And again, 97a: [»r]jn nen’n nart Bn’j’sa ^p> ins’Di *ain»an m ^ tuna an 
nnV 'anai naisn pa pi npnrnni na^,n D’toaan pi. Especially the two terms ha'atakah and 
yerushshdh (cf. next note) appear frequently together. Cf., for instance, Bodl. MS No. 
290, 99a f. See there also, 110b, the use of kibbus alongside ha'atakah (but not sy¬ 
nonymous with it): npnsnn )si naan pap uwsmai. 

50 Cf. Eshkol hak-Kofer, 64d, Alphabet 169: »aas(i) npnsnni n)apn Vaom mwn 
an^ ms lain nine)n. As for the term sebel appearing in this context, a compre¬ 
hensive study of the manuscript material of the eleventh century convinced me— 
contrary to earlier views—that its “karaization" and elevation to the rank of a legal 
concept in Karaism occurred after the ha'atakah metamorphosis described here. 
Hence, the story of the semantic expansion of sebel will have to be deferred to a future 
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regarded as integral components of Karaite lore. 51 Denoting * edak, 
on the other band, it kept the door open for new adjustments in a different 
environment, by preserving the basic maxim of conforming to consensus— 
this time, however, inevitably meaning the consensus of the normative 


volume. Since, however, both sebel and yerushshah (as well as sebel hay-yerushshah ) 
are invoked in the texts adduced in the present chapter, a brief explanation is in order. 

Like ha'atakah, sebel and yerushshah belong to the Saadyan literary stratum. They 
were invoked, e.g., by Salman ben Yeruham when combatting Saadyah. Cf. his Book 
of the Wars of the Lord (ed. Davidson), 48, 49, 50, 66, 73, 76, 77. Yerushshah, meaning 
“heritage,” denoted, of course, a body of lore transmitted and inherited by generations 
of believers. Sebel meant the same. It was explained by Geiger as another counterpart 
of the Arabic an-nakl, i.e., transmission. Cf. his note in Blumenfeld’s periodical 
Ofar Nehmad (not to be confused with Tobias’ eleventh-century work going by the 
same name!), IV (1863), 15. Cf. also Pinsker’s still earlier remark in Likkute, App. 
in, 20 f., note 5. 

The first sign of Karaite adoption of the terms in a more positive vein is already 
apparent in the late tenth century, in the writings of the self same Sahl ben Ma?liah 
Who, we remember, was ready also to give a Karaite twist to the term ha'atakah. 
While Salman made the Saadyan sebel and yerushshah boomerang against Saadyah 
himself, Sahl seems inclined to introduce them into Karaite terminology. But, as with 
ha'atafcah, he imposes on them a limitation which alone could make them at that time 
palatable to the Karaite taste: Transmission, insofar as sanctioned by Karaism, was 
the written transmission only. Cf. Likkute, App. Ill, 20 f., letters b-», 22, letter a. 

Unlike ha'atakah, however, sebel (or sebel hay-yerushshah; sebel hay-yoreshim) did 
hot seem acceptable to the Byzantine Hebrew school of the eleventh century. In none 
of the Hebrew originals or translations composed by Byzantine Karaites in that 
century could I find a single mention of sebel. Yerushshah alone enjoyed widespread 
use. Thus, Tobias invoked it interchangeably in three different connotations: a) 
to denote the Saadyan, i.e., the purely Rabbinic concept of tradition (cf. first quotation 
in note 49); b) to mean the written transmission as acceptable to Sahl (see second 
quotation in the same note); and, finally, c) in the new Byzantine understanding of the 
term as the body of unwritten observances (cf. the second quotation in note 51, below). 

Only in the twelfth century was sebel (obviously in the last-mentioned connotation) 
pronounced synonymous with ha'atakah in its expanded meaning (see Hadassi, 
beginning of the present note). But it was probably not until the fourteenth or .fifteenth 
century that the term entered into legal use as the third principle of Karaite jurispru¬ 
dence. At that time, its Rabbinic origin was completely forgotten by Rabbanites. and 
Karaites alike. Also forgotten in the non-Arabic environment was the original meaning 
of sebel—an-rnkl- Sebel hay-yerushshah, believed by then to be a Karaite expression 
par. excellence, came to denote the “burden of heritage,” paralleling such well- 
known Rabbinic expressions as “yoke of precepts” ( Berakhoth . II, 2), “yoke of the law” 
{Aboth, m, 5), etc. This development is clearly illustrated by the Bashyachi text quoted 
below, 232, note 53, and other passages. 

In brief: Sebel passed through the same, though somewhat delayed, process of 
“karaization” in a Rabbanite-modeled garb, as did its counterpart— ha'atakah. 

11 §ee Bashyachi’s Addereth Eliyyahu, Introduction (partly translated above, 209): 
lain nnna mama pun ana liwinm uvnaR mam irmaR pia pa lfinsni® mins man d:»r 
DUaam ’ca npnwn nwn’n Vao unp>’ nVm (nmasn na»a nsa hirst p »s V» qai) saaa nvnV 
m Vs nun® tnnn ®np pi .»iR-in nmwn Q’in’Da nnnaai nVaaaa mnn® niDisn nauw p» 
naaVn nun. Cf. also Tobias ben Moses, Ofar Nehmad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 37b: >a dm 
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majority, given the obvious qualification that it not offend the Karaite 
conscience or creed. 52 

An unqualified endorsement of the ha'atakah principle was surely 
out of the question. It would leave the Karaites’ opposition to talmudic 
tradition—the nominal raison d’etre of the sect—an empty shell and 
expose them to the justifiable accusation of having betrayed the principle 
of biblicism by having merely substituted at will their own tradition for 
that of the Rabbanites. In fact, more often than not they could be 
charged with arbitrarily joining the Rabbanites in one practice while 
no less arbitrarily rejecting another. This was, indeed, a favorite line of 
attack on Karaism, launched by spokesmen of the normative majority. 55 
Some acceptable solution, albeit a legal fiction only or a mere face¬ 
saving device, had to be found to circumvent the difficulty. This solution, 
again a contribution of Byzantine Karaite leadership to the jurisprudence 
of the sect, made the admissibility of ha'atalfah under the law dependent 
on two conditions: a) the unanimous adherence thereto of all Israel, 
and not of the majority (i.e., the Rabbanites) alone; 54 b) a positive 
support in its favor from the Revealed Word. 55 


niaR^nn Wa 'na ntm* R’n nevica naR^n ; Aaron ben Joseph, Mibbar on Exodus, 13b: 
D’Pii’n Sac ninnn miss I bo® ,ao’n®n pia ,Dna D’anu maun vn® onaia dib r!> ainan *a; 
Bashyachi again, in his opening statement to Ch. I of Section Shehifoh, Addereth 
Eliyyahu, 108d f.; and the later text in Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 528. 

The claim of hermeneutical support, put in parentheses in the first quotation, 
represents quite obviously a rationalization by Bashyachi of the process described here. 

52 Cf. the texts quoted below, 241 f., notes 79-82. 

5} See Mibbar, Introd., 9a: Sn ®pm Sin ainan o»33?®3 uni* Di® i3isn Tisrob pm 
npnvrm. Cf. also Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Kiddush ha-Ifodesh, Ch. VIII, 5d: nan® rmi 
^aon n’on oni npvi’n >ao Dimp i®r o’sn® nan miap [ff>mpn] id-tip mu [uuaia ’ana-] 
— mn nai®nn .oaa®. 

54 Mibbar, Introd., 9a: ton®’ >aa in« .ip ton i» .npnsi npiSna mm ..JipnBnn u, as 
against the purely Rabbinical tradition followed by the majority alone, and not by 
the whole nation: n^apn bo laaoi nniRn an idi®. So also Bashyachi, Addereth 
Eliyyahu, Section Kiddush ha-fdodesh, Ch. VIII, 5d: toi®> b a ® R’n n®ivn bao (®) 
ni>apn ’i>#3i Ripe »i>»a na a*iia. And again, in the same connection: n^ap Sal 
ainan p wo n^®’! naD’nn^Ri®* S a ® n!>®^n®»n npnmn mai ainan isja man ni’R® 
irt» niapa. And earlier, in the Introduction: ainan iua Tinsn r>® niap >a 13’nan 'am 
ii’toa nSapa ainan p si*o nS ®n na d’iib >ri®» bai ainan ibr® nn «]*oin ato. 
Likewise, Afendopolo, in the excerpt quoted below, 239, 242, notes 76 and 82: ^a pi 
noopi nptom di® liwaS tu’a pai umr d’tib otoa minn msn!> mns® [n^apn’^pa=] onaan nipn 
mnn p3»a inn no toi»> iai. 

The precursors of this reasoning were, no doubt, Rirkis&ni and Sahl ben Ma$liafy. 
Cf. above, 227 f., note 46, and 229 f., note 48. In the tenth century, however, Karaite 
ha'atakah was conceived as the written body of post-Mosaic biblical tradition alone. 
The adherence of all Israel to such ha'atakah was, of course, a self-evident reality. 

55 See the pertinent phrases (demanding ainan p wo) in the quotations intro¬ 
duced in the preceding note as well as below, 233 f., 239, notes 56, 57, 75. 



THE TOBIAS DOCTRINE 


233 


Now, the first condition—all-Jewish unanimity—was being disposed 
of in a natural way, through the ever-growing rapprochement between 
the two branches of Judaism and the inevitable adjustment of the Karaite 
minority to patterns of Rabbanite life. However, the second condition— 
the need of scriptural authority for the novel practices introduced by 
ha‘atalfah —was, as we recall, the Karaite counterpart of the ShTite 
condition for endorsement of ijma‘ (with the Karaites substituting the 
authority of the Scripture for that of the Shi'ite imam). Taken at face 
value, such a condition surely threatened to undo all that the introduction 
of ha'atafcah as a principle of law was called upon to perform in the 
first place. 

It is in confrontation with that condition that one ought to view the 
Tobias Doctrine. 


THE TOBIAS DOCTRINE 

The formal demand of scriptural confirmation of a tradition or custom 
as a conditio sine qua non for their validity was, of course, frequently 
discussed in Byzantine Karaite literature. In these discussions one 
crucial dictum appears to be repeatedly invoked by the Byzantine 
Karaite authorities and invariably attributed by them to Tobias ben 
Moses. 

Thus, it was stated by Elijah Bashyachi, the so-called “last codifier” 
of Karaite lore in fifteenth-century Constantinople: 

And the sages pronounced the following, "Any tradition ( ha'atakah ) that has no 
support in the Written Law is null and void.” Now, the sage our master Tobias 
said of those who maintain that some traditions are in vogue which do not have 
support in the Written Law, that it is rather their mind which falls short of discovering 
a foundation for those traditions in the law of the Torah. 56 

In this way the reassuring hand of an understanding leader tried to 
soothe the qualms of those pious adherents of the sect who must have 
been in vain ransacking the older Karaite literature, a product of a 

56 Addereth Eliyyahu, Section J^ddush ha-ffodesh, Ch. XV, 9d: mnann nnin 

m»B TiV paw npnrn annum® units n eartn ansi .n5>to urn ainan ]n bvo n5> paw nprwn 
min pin na asn5> n5>a® i’ map® a5>a nt pa avian pa; and again. Section Shabbath, Ch. 
XIV, 48c, and in the Introduction (see full quotation below, 237, note 69). The Tobias 
Doctrine was reiterated also in Bashyachi's exposition of the Principles of Faith 
(Addereth Eliyyahu, Section 'Asarah ‘Iklfarim, Ch. VI, Ft. 2, 82b)—this time as an 
anonymous dictum (Draan imn).The same statement was reported verbatim in the name 
of Tobias almost a century and a half earlier by Aaron ben Elijah, in Gan 'Eden, 
Section Ifiddush ha-Jfodesh, Ch. VII, 8b-c (see the full text as quoted in the next 
note). See also, 239, note 75, below. 
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different (Islamic) environment, in quest of a justification of “some 
traditions that are in vogue which do not have support in the Written 
Law;” these traditions were plainly absorbed from the Rabbanites or 
developed by the Karaites themselves on Byzantine soil. Perhaps deli¬ 
berately couched in terms lending themselves to somewhat unprecise 
interpretation, Tobias’ message to his community conveyed, in effect, 
the following: Never mind the scriptural basis for the present modi¬ 
fications; it will take care of itself. Continue adapting yourself to the 
new conditions of life in the Byzantine climate, since the scriptural 
support for it is there, albeit that our limited intelligence finds it hard 
to discern it. 

The very likely ambiguity of Tobias’formulation is well reflected in the 
opposing interpretations of the Doctrine by the two most popular Byzantine 
Karaite legislators, Aaron ben Elijah (14th cent.) and Elijah Bashyachi 
(15th cent.). Thus, Aaron utilized it in an effort to resuscitate Karaite 
conservatism and to prove that hcfatakah, if standing alone, cannot 
qualify as an adequate source of Karaite legislation. Hence, he continued 
to insist on active biblical support thereto as a condition of its validity. 57 

On the other hand, Bashyachi, a protagonist of the Karaite-Rabbanite 
rapprochement movement which flourished in the Byzantino-Turkish en¬ 
vironment of the fifteenth century, and himself a typical product of 
such a rapprochement, was also on this point consistent in his unrelenting 
efforts to liberalize the mode of life of his native community. 

Bashyachi’s interpretation of the Tobias Doctrine must be viewed 
against his overall method of documentation and exposition of sources, 
a method which he developed under the adverse circumstances with 
which Karaite scholarship had to cope in the fifteenth century. 58 This 
method reflected also the social and intellectual creed of the sectarian 
61ite of which Elijah Bashyachi was the foremost spokesman and ideo¬ 
logist. 59 


PROBLEMS OF INTERPRETATION 

The gist of Bashyachi’s system of interpretation was expressed in the 
conviction that a Karaite lawmaker, regardless of greatness or courage, 

57 Gan 'Eden, Section fCiddush ha-ffodesh, Ch. VII, 8b-c: 'nan !>: »db pion nr nan 
*p n e > vv B’miKfi b inm .n!>ua rvj avian p mm nb pup npnsn >a »a ontnpn 
nnuna *ihir v~i R»aie '*i nann nan a in an ;b »i»o ni> vv »!>3n ial> npnvna 
n*nn pin na risbb a>ap imps? »ibb r^r nr pRP pros. 

58 Cf. above, 31 f., note 13. 

59 Cf. ibid., 32, note 14. 
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had to pay lip-service to clich6s of Karaite legal thought in order to 
avoid the risk of being “trampled by the illiterate mob.” Thus, all his 
predecessors simply had to resort regularly to the subterfuge of disguising 
their true (and progressive) intentions by outwardly bowing in one 
context to the accepted norms, while subtly hinting at the advisable 
(yet unconventional) procedure in a different connection. 60 Indeed, 
the realization of the fact that even the most prominent scholars were 
under compulsion to accept on the surface the conventional ideas and 
practices of the past and could only hint at the way they believed true, 
is repeated in Bashyachi’s Code with such insistent frequency that it 
almost borders on obsession. 

Defending, for instance, the introduction of Sabbath candles into 
Karaite homes in fifteenth-century Turkey, Bashyachi reads into the 
writings of the greatest legal minds in Karaism, from the eleventh century 
on, a secret tendency toward the same reform. This tendency, however, 
could only be smuggled into their pronouncements, “for fear of the mob,” 
under the false pretence of preserving the old prohibition of fire on the 
Sabbath; at the same time, a new approach was introduced in the legal 
interpretation of that prohibition, paving the way, in effect, for the 
fifteenth-century innovation. 61 

This hit-and-run procedure of frightened intellectuals, claims Bashya¬ 
chi, was already apparent to “the chosen few” from the discussions of 
the early eleventh-century Levi ben Yefeth. 62 It was frankly admitted, 
according to Bashyachi, half a century later by Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah. 63 

60 See Bashyachi’s Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Shabbatk, Ch. XIX, 52c: dibk 
numsa urns’ pan nsn nuw> ana a r»n’ ato pane tuisn isa’tsa a’•norm amarin -pm at 
naa’wa pr i>a >awn lun^ ana nsiaa an nan aipaa ^usa aaaniw ia (naan matnaa |rw 
ana aipaa ansa. And earlier in the same Section, 52b: [ansann] pa snana pianam 
na B’i'Bna D’aann man an bui-mna naa^ men -pn v>v pa’... om-inaa pai... B’litnnn 
pun nw a’taon nuier^ ’saa naaa w ai>p. 

S1 Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Shabbath, Ch. XIX, 52b: ana ai>BJ ai> anatin ansanatr 
,mJ>i» n’n^ maipa nspa ansa ltous na ’sa ,p’»a nna onnaaaa nai’v na *Ba an np^an ann 
matpa nspa nta l-rana a’S’aa^ nnon van Bioaan nan mas) ai>® b’~\ asn liana mna upai 
at ns at ammo annana m’ pin. (Cf. also the text below, 266 f., and note 42 there.) 

® 2 Cf. Ch. XVIH of Section Shabbath, Addereth Eliyyahu, 50c ff. (itranp mnna 
on»>B na’ wan aaan p rb wan aann mawni [natta ®r >»=] aisan pm ansa nat6 wean). 
And further, 51a: an np^an aioaa unsan lR’antt ni’Ran )att n) mi aann mia aai tpo 
- - a’Raa nint ,m^oa p i>aa. And Ch. XIX, 52b: ]»a’ *’aa aann naia i«san a an tpo 
tpim am’ unar® na ’a(> am .perim aarn yna naaina as 5 >b dk ’a is’K nava an aiow? 
BiDK .naiwan asi’Bi tnaan asa area ’r an ,[a’antn no’ p n^-J a’aann a’aana nattas 
an nphn an,a ana atai Ri> anann B’aannt? aaw® aro« (for the continuation of the 
quotation cf. our previous note.) 

63 Ibid., 52b: a’aaa naani ingr!> nn ma ’ana neaaa nine’ '*aa aann aatte na mnn kVti 
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The thirteenth-century Aaron ben Joseph is also quoted in the same vein, 
in connection with his cautious arrangement of the Karaite prayerbook.64 
The inevitability of double-talk is likewise summoned by Bashyachi 
as an excuse for contradictory statements in the writings of the four¬ 
teenth-century Aaron ben Elijah. 65 Indeed, Bashyachi himself admits 
to having followed the same course and having refrained in some cases 
from offering an independent view. 66 The peak was reached when, 
assuming the same phenomenon for Rabbanite literature also, Bashyachi 
attributed to an Abraham ibn Ezra or a Maimonides the actual acknow¬ 
ledgment of the truth of Karaism under the guise of conventional polemics 
against the sect. He even developed a device of his own of reading 
between the lines of biased Rabbanite writings truths acceptable to 
his own creed. 67 

It is beyond the scope of this brief summary to inquire whether 
Bashyachi’s reconstruction mirrored faithfully the actual ideas and 
methods of his predecessors, or whether it assembled only disjecta membra 
of earlier literature into a pattern fitting the ideology and the policies 
of Turkish Karaite intelligentsia. Bashyachi’s invocation of the eleventh- 
and early twelfth-century Abu Hamid al-Ghazzal! in connection with 
the ambivalence of statements he imputed to Ibn Ezra and Maimonides 
—pointing to al-Ghazzali’s method as typical of intellectuals of all 
creeds in earlier ages—merely sheds light on the sources which inspired 
this fifteenth-century way of thinking of Karaite liberals in Turkey; it 
hardly bears proof of the fact that the eleventh- and twelfth-century 
Karaite and Rabbanite sages actually pursued that method. 68 

mm ,aBnm in mn^> n’ppaa oik >aa naira onam D«iaa n,i’(>B ’nap onm ano -pi 'n ’mat 
K'si’i nara ia ptw a man p inn nt>ip na nnw ’mspi dip. 

64 Ibid.: »ipjk idkip mtenn inol> lnirnsa [inaan 5>va pan 'i-] n'a n'i Dana mm 
did i*k »a ,pnn ’as o^aon non’ ni> im in (>aa ’a mtenn uusa nam tpi™ ’n«n oaatt pm 
db3d(> ’asn DBaoip 'jdd nt 5>ai ,iam ai>aa i>aai ni>aan Danaim D’i«aiPB,i D’Wtm 13’pBn ,D’Sip ’(>a 
Dan™ n’atpnaS nna napaa np» D®ni laeaa i>BBna p.m. 

65 Ibid., Section Shabbath, Ch. XI, 45d f.: p pn« 'i -] lataa oannip ntnan ’si> santt 
Daa moa am’ ni>ip cimon niaiip(> ’saa nna ’tan naan .n(>aa nam nlna ami ,am !>na nan [a’lw 
d’bipi l>a ia»3’ win D’i>’aiPBi> inai laav® na mom mmo natanan nlrnna man a ^on am. 

66 Ibid., Section Ydm Kippur, Ch. II, 75a; sina i5”sai> l»aiP8a ton dip.i naaipn pin 
lai msaipm nap ibkip nm ni>it asi’ip np !>aa saann am ni> waa (>a pin .. .i»5>b nai> plan 
paai> m .ni psa •jnsa m«a oaax pan »bb maiipi>i> ona nm« k!>id ’i>ii>i ,Dinm man mo a*a. 

67 Cf. the quotations and discussion in my "Elijah Bashyachi” (Hebrew), Tarbiz, 
XXV (1955-56), 61 ff., 184 f., 189 f., 196 ff., and in my general Hebrew sketch in 
Ensiklopedyah 'Ivrith (Enc. Hebraica), IX, 962. Cf. also above, 31 f. For a somewhat 
resembling modern view of Maimonidean writing, see L. Strauss, Persecution and 
the Art oj Writing, 38 ff. 

68 Cf. Addereth Eliyyahu, Section fCiddush ha-flodesh, Ch. VI, 3c; niBin Damn 
c’Dioiten niaiaa inman .upbip ibs ,naiaa iaaa nm... Dn»i>B a»pai ia»l>B [hub p« -1 o’apn ip* 
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Whatever the case, Bashyachi’s stand on the ha'atakah problem and 
his exposition of the Tobias Doctrine were perforce conditioned by his 
general approach to sources, as presented above, and by his attributing 
to these sources multiplicity of meaning and intention. 

FIFTEENTH-CENTURY ECHOES 

Thus, on the one hand, he repeatedly referred to the statement of Tobias 
and reiterated the by then trite demand of a biblical backing for the 
ha'atakah. At the same time, however, he did not shrink from revealing 
his true views when proclaiming, precisely on the basis of the Tobias 
Doctrine, the autonomous quality of ha'atakah among the sources of 
Karaite legislation. These sources were reduced, subsequent to the blending 
of consensus with tradition-, to the following three: the kathub (Divine 
Writ) or, simply, Torah ; the hekkesh (Analogical Deduction) or, in a 
broader term, da'ath, i.e., Reason; and the ha'atakah (Transmission of 
Tradition) or the “Burden of Heritage” ( sebel hay-yerushshah ). 69 

Now, the procedure of listing three roots for Karaite jurisprudence 
belongs, of course, to the incipient stages of Karaite legal thought.70 

earn pi .vias 5 k mo n5n isp inn man nn 3'riN ,n5ona omiai moi ,on’mmj idoi 
— pn«n -i*a nena -’31. Bashyachi refers here to al-Ghazz&H’s MakSfid al-Falbslfah 
(The Intentions of Philosophers), and its sequel, Tahafut al-Faldsifah (Destruction 
of Philosophers). From the wording of our passage one can easily infer that 
Bashyachi’s library contained the fourteenth-century Hebrew version of the first 
book, Yehudah Nathan's Kawwanoth hap-Pilosofim (and not Isaac Albalag’s 
thirteenth-century translation). Indeed, Bashyachi valued this ’work of Ghazzali so 
much that he included it even in his proposed shortened curriculum of instruction 
(Addereth Eliyyahu, Section ‘Asarah 'Ikkarim , Ch. VI, Pt. 2, 82a: pm p’BO’ k5 bki 
miroKV maian ibo hd 5» puna ’iso ins h5k nn5a). No doubt under the impact of 
Bashyachi's program of education, the Kawwanoth was regularly studied by Karaite 
students in Turkey; a generation after Bashyachi (in 1510), the Karaite Abra¬ 
ham Bali provided it with a commentary. 

The other book of Ghazzali was known to Bashyachi through the fifteenth-century 
Hebrew translation, Happalath hap-Pilosofim, of Zerahyah Hallevi. The “small 
treatise" alluded to at the end of our passage may have been perhaps the Ma’amar 
bi-Teshuboth She'eloth Nish'al Mehem, a fourteenth-century Hebrew adaptation by 
Isaac ben Nathan of GhazzSli's answers to philosophical questions. This treatise, 
possibly, is identical with the Kawwanoth hak-Kawwanoth mentioned by Moses 
Narboni. 

89 Cf. Addereth Eliyyahu, Introd. : pN® npn»n vnv imkp »» 5sz> maita 'i oarm mm 
mam msn Vsp o’aann hdk p5i .twin msna i5an v pispn k5k nt pN ainsn p m^o n5 
iniD a von onan ntmVn? 5? lintn .npnamn p man® dki ®pna /iksv n’nn» dki naina nvin» ok 
nnim 5ae 5m ®pnn 5m awan 5». And again. Section Shehifah, Ch. I, 109b: npnrnn® 
o*aan p oa mm nvnm onaija’aa 5a p’mtn5 ia5 ms’ n5»m o®n® iikso nan »a mn *iio»a n>n 
on’att 5ipa mn®5. For sebel hay-yerushshah see above, 230 f., note 50. 

70 See the recent discussions of some of the elements of Karaite jurisprudence, 
in connection with M. Zucker’s Hebrew query, “Against Whom Did Se'adyah Ga’on 
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The novelty introduced into it by the early Byzantine school of Tobias 
ben Moses lay, as we recall, in the semantic expansion of the third root 
to absorb a Rabbanite-pattemed connotation and in elevating this new 
connotation to the rank of a full-fledged source of sectarian legislation. 7 ! 
Bashyachi, however, when interpreting the Tobias Doctrine, went much 
further than that: he raised ha'atakah to the highest rank among the 
three roots of Karaite jurisprudence, making it autonomous and inde¬ 
pendent of any prescribed conditions—nay, making the other roots 
rather depend on the proper functioning of oral transmission. 

And in general [says Bashyachi], if transmission [ha'atakah] will not be maintained, 
then the Torah itself could not be maintained. For if the verification of the signs and 
miracles which Moses performed in Egypt, and of the Revelation at Mount Sinai, 
etc., were not transmitted from a father who saw them with his own eyes to the son, 
and from him to his son, and so unto this very day—then the Torah itself could not 
be verified. For the verification of the integrity of the Torah cannot be based on what 
is written but only on the testimony transmitted by word of mouth from one generation 
to another, beginning with Moses. ... Wherefore [our sages] have stated that we 
cannot deduce ha'atakah from the Torah, but rather we must understand the Torah 
through ha'atakah. Thus, we shall know all matters which are explicit in the Torah 
from both the Torah itself and from ha'atakah; but those matters which axe not 
explicit in the Torah we shall know from ha'atakah alone. 72 

Chances are that the above words echo not only the teachings which 
Karaite intelligentsia of the late fifteenth century received from their 
learned Rabbanite mentors in Constantinople, but also the general 
scepticism of a Renaissance man in regard to time-honored documents. 73 

Write the Polemical Poem Essa MeshaliV’, Tarbiz, XXVII (1557), 61 ff., and A. 
Dothan’s independent analysis of the same problem, “Was Ben-Asher a Karaite?” 
(Hebrew), Sinai, XLI (1957), esp. 286 ff. Cf. also Zucker’s earlier introduction to 
“Fragments from Rav Saadya Gaon's Commentary to the Pentateuch from MSS” 
(Hebrew), Sura, II (1955-56), esp. 316 ff., and above, 229, note 48. 

71 Cf. our quotation from Tobias’ Ofar Nehmad (226, note 44), stressing nsin p 
npnsnn p ...1 minn p ...l, as against Levi ben Yefeth (228, end of note 46) who in¬ 
sisted on nattn papal nnpnn pi ainan p.. 

72 Cf. Addereth, Section Shehifah, Ch. I, 109b: ab npnsnn a”pnn «V or bbaai 
»jio m nasai onsns npa rmsvt o’nsiam niman nms pns* Kb dr »a ,minn ff^pnn 
Mail »a minn nasnn Hb ,nns ns in 5s i:aai pn bR l’i’ss ama hkip skb nnbin 
ana ns w*R ’bis »»R mnsa aba nna*naa D’»pn’ ab nma»ani nnmn 
nini .minn -nab: npnsnn p aba npnsnn minn p mab: abs naa pbi...nibsn l’bs nan 
bj»r i»ki npnsnnai minna nniR ana min: a»nRiaan a»nann ba 
nab npnsnna nniR sn: min: amaiaa. 

7J Thus, four centuries earlier Tobias would not have dreamed of concurring 
with Bashyachi’s assertion that “the verification of the Torah cannot be based on 
what is written.” Precisely the contrary: he insisted that “observance of the Divine 
Word according to the Torah can be safeguarded only by way of its written trans¬ 
mission” (nna’naa aw ,ab]isb [minn b*b -] n»s br mann nvan). Cf. his Ofar Neh¬ 
mad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 96a. 
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Yet, it goes without saying that the legal exposition at hand means more 
than an academic analysis of a legal point. It actually constitutes the 
last and final stage in a chain of realistic efforts, undertaken by the 
Bashyachi school, to make ha^atakah an autonomous and self-sufficient 
basis for Karaite legislation. 

Be that as it may, the divergent interpretations of the ha'atakah principle 
by the two great Byzantine Karaite lawmakers of later centuries, Aaron 
ben Elijah and Bashyachi, do not represent mere personal opinions of these 
scholars but generations-old trends of legal thought. 74 These, in turn, 
reflect opposing approaches to the crucial problem of social and legis¬ 
lative adjustment to changed conditions. The fact that both sides invoked 
Tobias entitles us to believe that these ferments date back to the eleventh- 
century dilemma with which the young Karaite community in Byzantium 
was confronted. The new formulation of ha'atafcah and of its legal 
application is characteristic of the initial efforts of Tobias ben Moses 
to answer the sect’s immediate needs with what he considered to be 
of the least detriment to basic Karaite values. 

To be sure, even Tobias’ legal fiction that biblical support can safely 
be presupposed for the prevalent observances could not persist much 
longer. Though academically reiterated as late as the seventeenth cent¬ 
ury, 75 it had to give way to a more realistic approach. Rather than insist on 
positive biblical support, all that the Byzantine Karaite scholars could 
demand was that the customs and traditions, sanctioned by ha'atafcah, 
at least not conflict with the Written Word. 7 ^ 

THE TALMUD—A RE-EVALUATION 

The above developments within the realm of Karaite jurisprudence 
could not limit themselves to sporadic borrowings from Rabbinic lore 

74 Cf. the expressions: D’navtn nbvn (234, note 57); o’aann nan pbi (237, note 69). 

75 Cf. Mordecai ben Nlsan, Dod Mordecai, 7b: npnsn ba® n-B naisn K’aia >an "ibki 
K bit nr swan p »i*o nb.p« maibs npnsn® min ana* am avian p im nb ®» na onw im® 
avian p ma nb pa® aai aa»/ibap I’m ,mnn tana i!>a® pnspn (quoting from Afendopo- 
lo’s ‘Asarah Ma'amaroth). 

16 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 64d, Alphabet 169: mini nipvna ...npnBnrn nbapn baam msm 
Iran nisa nan niomn Kbv msna «bi niB'oia Rbi .Q'anps. Similarly, Mibifar, 9a: npnsnn u 
nuK anaa tn®m noun navt, which could not be said of the Rabbanites who b» lano 
nsw nbapn avian naaa Yinm avian rnnssb lB’nam nbapn; Bashyachi, Addereth, Section 
Sheffifah, Ch. 1, 109b: naaaa npnsnn ’a nbapn »bsa a»®svi® nbapn nbar npnsnn® pvibim 
n*b» npbvr D’assb mn »a nbapn p pit® na avian niBnonb; and the excerpt from Afen- 
dopolo's Pathshegen (partly quoted above, 232, note 54, and below, 242, note 82): bit>i 
ba pi anaa® nnnn p na m*no lb ps® n®vi*n baon is lnaaa an® msa nan bai jpdi ana ba® 
latUK oma obaa ...D'aan napn. 
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or to a Rabbanite-inspired reformulation of Karaism’s native concepts. 
Eventually, they were bound to transform the attitude of the sect also 
toward that vast reservoir of Rabbanite literary and scholastic achieve¬ 
ment which was symbolized by the Talmud and was regarded for 
centuries as synonymous with all that Karaism was opposed to. 

Karaite interest in Rabbinic writings was, of course, as old as Karaism 
itself. Had not 'Anan ben David been a Rabbinic scholar of the first 
rank? Was not Karaism’s very existence inseparably intertwined with 
the Talmud ? For, after all, the sect was born in the heat of battle against 
talmudic institutions and their legislation. It breathed the air of the 
Talmud from the very inception of its independent history, and, though 
claiming to be choked by it, it was incapable of living without it. Never¬ 
theless, the story of the study of Rabbanite literature by Karaites, like 
so many other chapters in the history of the Byzantine branch of the 
sect, shows in Byzantium a peculiar twist of its own; it forms an interest¬ 
ing corollary of the Karaite-Rabbanite rappochement stressed all along 
in the present chapter. 

Conceived at first as an ancillary objective only, a medium for the 
collection of controversial Rabbinic material for the purpose of more 
effective refutation, knowledge of the Talmud and kindred creations 
began to be viewed by the Byzantine sectaries as a virtue in itself. In time, 
the evaluation of that literature, also, initially hostile as a matter of 
course, had undergone a gradual and profound change. 

Surely, the anthropomorphic homilies of the Talmud and the Mid- 
rashim did not cease to be a favorite target of Karaite sneers, in Byzan¬ 
tium no less than in the Islamic environment. In fact, the tremendous 
amount of aggadic yarn, assembled and parodied ad nauseam by the 
twelfth-century Byzantine Yehudah Hadassi, superseded in volume and 
sarcasm all earlier Karaite collections. 77 It is also to these “abominable 
things written in the Talmud” that our eleventh-century Tobias ben 

77 Cf. Hadassl’s Eshkol hak-Kofer, passim, esp. 43d if., Alphabets 105-124. Scores 
of anthropomorphic and otherwise objectionable Aggadoth are repeated there in 
the form of 20 alphabetical piyyufim. 

This anti-talmudic literary activity goes back apparently to the late ninth century. 
Daniel al-Kuraisi was probably the first to point to the Rabbanite anthropomorphic 
literature. Cf. his Pithron Shenem ‘Asar, 5 (Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 75 f.). In the 
early tenth century, Kirkisani still deplored Karaite neglect of talmudic studies; 
only of late [he says] have some Karaites begun to uncover the “absurdities and 
contradictions” of the Rabbinic writings. Cf. his Kitab al-Anwar, 1,29 (Nemoy, HUCA, 
VII [1930], 348). He himself devoted a chapter to this theme. At the same time, 
Salman ben Yeruham devoted to it the last four chapters of bis Book of the Wars 
of the Lord. 
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Moses alluded in the text to be quoted in the next chapter. 78 Yet, other 
fields of talmudic learning seemed to be yielding so much positive, 
indispensable, and otherwise impeccable material, that by the thirteenth 
century “most of the Mishnah and the Talmud” was hailed by the 
Byzantine sectaries as “the pronouncements of our [Karaite] fathers,” 79 

Of course, true to accepted fashion, Byzantine Karaite spokesmen 
would not admit to having introduced a new pattern of thought and 
attitude with regard to Rabbinic creations. Invoking precedents of the 
past, they were at pains to stress that their positive approach to the 
Mishnah and the Talmud was but part and parcel of the customary 
references that could be easily found in the writings of earlier Karaite 
masters. Did not the glorious Yeshu‘ah ben Yehudah mention Rabbinic 
dicta in his eleventh-century commentaries? Did not Nissi ben Noah 
articulate the obligation of every Karaite “to study the Mishnah and 
the Talmud?” 80 

These assertions were as they should be and as they ought to have 
been expected in the first place. Religious movements of the Middle 
Ages never confess to being revolutionary; they claim to be just reverting 
to the olden customs. Accordingly, they keep a list of early authorities 
always ready so that they might prove the orthodoxy and the antiquity 

74 See below, 259, and note 25 there. Tobias adopted, of course, the expression 
niabnn niatnn from earlier Karaite polemicists. Cf., for instance, Salman’s Book of 
the Wars of the Lord, 108, 111, 113, 124. 

79 Cf. the statement of Aaron ben Joseph, in the Introduction to his Mibftar, 9a: 
pm ...naa iws iiniba *b’a«ro 3ni...ni®an nano liman "pna vam Kb® iman ’ana smk Kb >jk 
an n’matt nnt» annum an »3 nbaprt ’biab mnon nr. The same trend of thought is 
expressed in the writings of the fifteenth-century Elijah Bashyachi, Addereth EliyyahQ, 
Introduction: an u’niaR nan niabnm mm an® a>nann nan ni» ; and further, Section 
Kiddiah ha-ffodesh, Ch. VIII, 5c-d: onb p« nan «po [laroaia ’aim n -] naK tw 
an ia»mai» nan niabnm natron an n naieron .nbapn hu nr®* Kb bk nmnn p nia’ [ a’Rnpb -]. 
Cf. also the quotation from Kaleb Afendopolo’s Pathshegen Kethab had-Doth, below, 
242, note 82. 

80 Cf. Mibfiar , Introd., 9a: rat ’nima pan mb ’nnmunm ru®an »nana niK’an "pna mam 
niabnm nawan mabb nar nab an na p »Ba ann® ns ...s-a n#i®» laan pnaian ann. Nissi 
ben Noah still constitutes one of the unsolved riddles of Karaite chronology. It 
seems, however, that one may, with a fair degree of probability, date his activity 
some time between Hadassi (mid-twelfth century) and Aaron ben Joseph (late 
thirteenth century). 

For the problem of Nissfs chronology see P. F. Frankl, Hashshahar, VIII 
(1876-77), esp. 181 ff. The text of Nissl’s injunction is given at the end of the 
lengthy excerpt published by Pinsker, Likkufe, App. I, 13. 

For the eleventh century, cf. Levi ben Yefeth, Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 15a: 
•nabnn pi ,na®art |B a’Ksaa an '®k nann anan ibok a’nms,m anaban »a an. Similarly in 
Byzantium, Ex.-Lev. Anonymous, Leiden MS Warner No. 3, lib: uhik »a Jfmnb 
B’lann ’nan mnpb a’a’ns. 
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of their views. Yet, notwithstanding these averments, it is not difficult 
to discern that the attitude to the Talmud as formulated by Byzantine 
Karaite ideologists from the thirteenth century on was hardly a contin¬ 
uation of the orthodox Karaite approach. Neither, be it admitted, 
was it contradictory to that approach. It was simply different. It attacked 
the problem on a different plane altogether. Far from relinquishing the 
right and obligation to fight talmudic legislation whenever incompatible 
with Karaite rules of jurisprudence, 81 it constituted a re-evaluation of 
the role of the Talmud in the life of the nation. Moreover, it was an 
outright attempt to rewrite history by claiming a share in that role and by 
extolling Karaite partnership in the all-Jewish cultural endeavor of which 
the Talmud was the most prominent and characteristic expression. 

Now, as for the fact that we have mentioned things which are found in the books 
of our brethren the Rabbanites [says Bashyachi’s pupil in the course of quoting 
Rabbinic material], this should not be taken as adding to their glory. For we do not 
live, God forbid, from the words of their mouth. [The truth of the matter is that] 
these are all pronouncements of our own ancestors.... For we are partners (haberim) 
with them (i.e., with the Rabbanites) regarding the sayings of the Talmud; all these 
sayings stem from One Shepherd, [our Master Moses, peace be upon him]. 82 

The Karaites’ “new look’’ at the Talmud and cognate Rabbinical 
literature was a typically “Byzantine” development, conceivable only in 
the social and spiritual atmosphere of Byzantine Jewry. The extent to 
which the Empire’s Karaites were indebted to their Rabbanite compa¬ 
triots in daily practices and in customs unknown to their sectarian 
brethren under Islam must have necessitated the formulation of a 
rationale that would somehow assist a sectarian conservative to be at 
peace with his conscience. The dissenters’ pride could hardly acquiesce 

81 Mibfiar, 9a: ainsn iw an pa arts unm xVi .Da uvnax »anx [mSaa S® =] D'amran an ’a 
awan ana amimi wa npiVtim Vain. 

82 Cf. Kaleb Afendopolo, in the excerpt from the hitherto unpublished Pathshegen 
Kethab had-Dath, as communicated by A.Danon, “Documents Relating to the History 
of the Karaites in European Turkey,” JQR (N.S.), XVII (1926-27), 172 f., No. 12: 
nVtoi n«n ux orron Kb «a ar nnS naxon px ,o*uaa uaix nsea d’rsm Da® onaa naan mo 
inn dVdi [amVnn V® -] vaaaa [D’jaan dp =] nans nnan ux »a ...on ii’/nax naa nVa »a 
anx n'Dao. The last clause invoked, of course, Eccl. 12:11. This verse belonged to 
the standard Karaite thesaurus of biblical quotations (cf. below, note 216 to Chapter 
VIII). The mark (-) on naan shows that some Karaites read into the word the initials 
of biV®n vta ii’aa non; I have translated the passage accordingly. HadassI, however 
(in the text quoted in Chapter VIII), explained: pn^x 'a xim anx (ric!) nrian. 

On this fifteenth-centuTy climax of the trend just described, see my “Elijah Bashyachi” 
(Hebrew), Tarbiz , XXV (1955), 186 ff., and my Introduction to a critical edition of 
Afendopolo’s Pathshegen Kethab hadrDath (prepared on the basis of MSS in the 
possession of Columbia University, the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
the British Museum and the Hebrew University, Jerusalem), to be published elsewhere. 
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to the idea that they might simply confess the inescapable necessity of 
“borrowing” from the Rabbanites under the prevailing conditions. 

Yet, to the impaitial observer, the Karaites’ endorsement of “most 
of the talmudic sayings” must have, first and above all, borne proof 
of the sect’s inability to cope with new circumstances by means of its 
native resources alone. An inevitable consequence of the social and 
cultural rapprochement between the Karaite sectaries and their Rabbanite 
neighbors on Byzantine soil, such endorsement was, at the same time, 
an admission of Karaism’s inherent weakness. It bared for all to see the 
indisputable fact that the purely Karaite lore, as developed by the ‘Ananite 
and post- 1 Ananite generations in the Muslim East, failed to equip its 
adherents for independent survival in the western environment. 

ELEVENTH-CENTURY TURNING-POINT 

Now, true, the explicit dicta which sealed the process described and 
interpreted here do not antedate the thirteenth century. 8 * Developments 
which have taken place in a period later than that covered by the present 
volume undoubtedly made the definition of the Karaite stand versus 
the Talmud a matter of urgency. Especially the forced detachment of 
the Byzantine branch of the movement from its Palestinian roots, 
following the destruction of the Jerusalem center by the Crusaders, 
created a void in the spiritual make-up of the group which accelerated 
the flow of new sources of influence; such sources were readily available 
among the sect’s Rabbanite neighbors. 84 Nevertheless, it stands to 
reason that the beginning of the process may be dated in the eleventh 
century, i.e., already in the formative years of Karaite settlement on 
Byzantine soil. The fact that later generations invoke in this connection 
the authority of the eleventh-century Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah and 
fail to cite any earlier source is not without significance. 

The idealistic presentation of Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah by late Byzantine 
Karaite writers as the Father of Karaite communities overseas is, of 
course, unhistoric, insofar as details of Yeshu'ah’s own activity are 

83 The earliest known text reflecting the above-described attitude is that of Aaron 
ben Joseph who was active in the second half of the thirteenth century. His Mibbar was 
concluded about 1293. 

84 For an illustration of the accelerated absorption of Rabbanite customs, following 
the fall of the Karaite center in Jerusalem, cf. the story of Karaite calendation in 
Byzantium, Chapter VII, below. The other instances, also cited there, will be treated 
at greater length in a separate volume which is to deal with Karaite history in Byzan¬ 
tium from the First Crusade on. 
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concerned. 85 Yet, their general conception of Yeshii'ah’s period and of 
the importance of processes set in motion in his time is, on the whole, 
correct. It is psychologically well understandable why the later Karaites 
of Byzantium chose to simplify the rather complicated pattern of events in 
Karaism’s life story and its geographic ramification, and why they attribu¬ 
ted to Yeshu'ah personally the solution of all problems and the initiation 
of all trends that were to appear in the sect from the eleventh century on. 
This tendedcy does not detract from the basic accuracy of their general eva¬ 
luation of that stage in Karaite history. 86 The eleventh century may with 
no hesitation be considered a turning-point in the evolution of Karaism 
and in the history of Karaite Diaspora. 

Hence, rather than ascribe the Byzantine Karaite “new look” of the 
Talmud to Yeshu‘ah himself, as does the thirteenth-century Karaite 
commentator, we may safely place that development in the general 
period of Yeshu’ah’s activity. In this connection, the later Byzantine 
view regarding the Yeshu'ah-Tobias relationship should be recalled 
again. This view, we remember, which considered Tobias ben Moses a 
disciple of Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah and a disseminator of the latter’s 
doctrine in the Empire, has proven a myth. In reconstructing their 
early steps on Byzantine soil, later generations unhistorically transferred 
unto Yeshu'ah, the last Palestinian leader of the sect, actions and doc¬ 
trines which Tobias, their first native leader, independently introduced 
into Byzantine Karaite life. 87 We shall not go wrong, then, in linking in 
the present case, too, the evolution of the Byzantine Karaite attitude to the 
Talmud net merely with the general period of Yeshu‘ah, but with the 
specific policies and concepts of Yeshu'ah’s contemporary in Con¬ 
stantinople, Tobias ben Moses. While symptoms of the same trend may 
have been visible already in eleventh-century Palestine, where both 
Yeshu’ah and Tobias acquired their education, the actual formulation 
of the new attitude was, as it seems, Tobias’ own contribution to the 
development of the sectarian community on the Bosporus. 

Indeed, here again Tobias was showing the way to future Byzantine- 
born generations of Karaites. It was Tobias who, with no hesitation or 
apology, adopted from Rabbanite authorities certain details of biblical 

85 Cf. my critique of that presentation in “Elijah Bashyachi” (Hebrew), Tarbiz, 
XXV (1955-56), 44 ff., 183 ff. 

86 See my explanation of the “Yeshu'ah myth” with regard to Byzantium, in the 
aforementioned “Elijah Bashyachi,” Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 63 AT. 

87 Ibid., 64. 
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exegesis and preferred them to the prevalent views. 88 It was he, further, 
who quoted bona fide Rabbinic homilies 89 and showed a more than 
average familiarity with the standard works of talmudic Judaism. 90 
Tobias also corresponded with one or two Rabbanite scholars of note 91 
and, being much younger than his correspondents, could not fail to be 
influenced by the latters’ scholastic expositions. 92 Hardly could he have 
foreseen that this natural gravitation of the inexperienced Karaite 
communities and of their young leadership in Byzantium toward the 
pattern of cultural activity prevalent among their Rabbanite neighbors 
would eventually lead to a partial surrender of basic Karaite values. 

THE WARNING 

As it happened, however, this process of adjustment had its dangers. 
The demarcation line between the two branches of Judaism struggling 
under the same conditions tended to wear quite thin at times. In the eyes 
of none-too-scrupulous, or ignorant, members of the young Karaite 
community, this line might eventually be obliterated altogether. 

Hence, the exhortation uttered by an anonymous Byzantine Karaite 
conservative sounded a timely warning. 93 In his exegetic compilation, 

88 Cf., e.g., the fragment published by Poznariski, JQR (O.S.), VIII (1895-96), 
697 f. True, in the end Tobias is inclined to the usual Karaite interpretation. 

89 See about it in my “The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” esp. note 24. 

90 This fact was already stressed by Poznariski in his brief biographical sketch 
of “Tobias ben Moses” (Hebrew), Ofar Yisrael, V, 13b. It is worth noting in this 
connection that Tobias consciously selected a talmudic expression D’^ann nop for 
the title of his great encyclopedic project. See on it below, note 219 to Chapter VIII. 

91 For Tobias’ exchange of letters with the Rabbanite Rash hap-Perek Perah ben 
Mumal (or Muammil), see my “The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” and 
the brief summary above, 43 f., 49 ff. In his letter to Perah (which, incidentally, came 
in reply to the latter’s earlier communication), Tobias mentions another Rabbanite 
worthy to whom he sends regards. It is reasonable to suppose that Tobias was in 
correspondence with the other scholar, also. 

92 Perah appears already in 1018 c.e. among the signatories of a court-writ preserved 
in the Genizah (cf. Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine, II, 174, note 1). At that time 
Tobias probably had not reached yet the age of ten. The difference of age between 
Tobias and his correspondents is also evident from the general style of the epistle. 

9J The conservative in question was the author of the Exodus-Leviticus Anonymous, 
listed above, 29, note 8, and quoted earlier in this chapter. See the excerpts and discus¬ 
sion in Pinsker’s Likkufe, App. VII, 71 ff. 

The identity of the author is still open to question. Pinsker, Likkufe, App. VII, 78 ff., 
as well as Steinschneider, Catalogue Leiden, 6 ff., and Harkavy, Studien und Mil- 
theilungen, VIII, 136, note 7, were mistaken in identifying this scholar with the Pales¬ 
tinian Yeshu’ah benYehudah.The Commentary, as we have it, is definitely a Byzantine 
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composed in 1088 c.E. 94 (i.e., some time after Tobias’ death), the Byzan¬ 
tine commentator cautions his coreligionists: 

Know, then, that the Rabbanites allow two brothers to marry two sisters... , and 
they practice many things that are neither identical with, nor similar to, Karaite 
observances but rather alien to them; which goes to prove that their custom has 
led them astray onto an unpaved road. May God enlighten our own eyes in the path 
of truth, Amen. 9S 

That some Karaites did in fact overstep the boundaries of constructive 
adjustment and imitated the Rabbanites to the point of self-effacement, 
seems to follow from a bitter indictment voiced by the same writer 
against his fellow Karaites. Expounding a verse of the Psalms [129:3] 
in the familiar medieval vein of translating biblical phrases into allusions 
to contemporary events, the anonymous Byzantine author emphasizes 
the long period of Roman (by then: East Roman=Byzantine) domination 
over the Jews. The longest domination it was [he says] in the history 
of the Jewish people—a people which has weathered many a storm in 
the course of ages and outlived many a despotic rule. Indeed, it has 
been not only the longest but also the hardest dominion, “and we are 
under its hand like those ploughing beasts, and it [our nation?] is 
enwrapped in grief because of torture.” 96 

compilation. See on it Poznaiski, The Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah, 65 f., 
§28. Cf., nevertheless, Assaf-Mayer, Sefer hay- YishshOb, n, 83a-b, § 50, and 127a, §4, 
where Assaf concurs with Pinsker’s view. 

A. Geiger was probably the first to recognize the Byzantine origin of the Comment¬ 
ary, but incorrectly identified its author with Jacob ben Reuben, the scholar otherwise 
known from his Sefer ha-Osher. Cf. Geiger’s aforequoted review-article in Ofar Neftmad, 
IV (1863), 25 f.,note. A closer study of the work makes it clear beyond doubt that 
the author was active after both the Palestinian Yeshu’ah and the Byzantine Tobias 
ben Moses, although he never mentions them by name. This was already noted by 
Poznanski, The Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah, 66, note 1. 

As for the available excerpts of the work, Pinsker, unfortunately, printed merely 
a selection prepared for him by Abraham Firkowicz from the St. Petersburg MS. 
This selection does not necessarily cover all the points of interest that a modern 
student of history would be searching for. In the present quotations the printed 
text was checked against and supplemented from the Leiden MS of the work (Warner 
No. 3, Cod. Or. 4741), a microfilm copy of which is in my possession. 

94 The date of the book can indirectly be inferred from the text. More than once 
the author recalls the lapse of 1020 years since the Roman subjugation of Israel 
and of 480 years since the rise of Islam. Cf., e.g., the quotation in note 96, below. 

95 Cf. the Ex-Lev. Anonymous, Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 352b f. (also in Pinsker, 

Likku(e, App. VII, 75): or»® iiam onai d.i) ®*i...n’rm ’a®i> m’rw ’n® jn»nn pain a m 
■pip rpn^Km .nWo k5> yviV nsmn naan ’3 ,D’pim [dm =] »'3 n’nn nm® 
pa naan yna wr®. Cf. also Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 352b (not published by 
Pinsker): ... pi>®3^ ok ’3 n®»ni> dupsp [O’asm i>® -] o.van ’3 nn i»a5> 

nmVisna D’nVai D’®p» nnwirrm iks’ nam k) nnain nV« 'nv nn. 

96 Cf. Pinsker, Lilckufe, App. VII, 75, and Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 441a-b. 
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And yet [the Byzantine co mm entator warns his compatriots], the 
true danger to the Karaite cause is lurking from within. It lies in the 
sect’s complacency and indiscriminate absorption of Rabbanite concepts 
and practices. Actualizing the biblical admonition in Leviticus, he 
exclaims: 

“And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in the lands of your 
enemies" (Lev. 26:39)—by that the Karaites are meant, for the majority among 
them pay just lip-service to the fact that theirs is the true creed but fail to practice it, 
and so they transgress the commandments and shall pine away in their iniquity. 
Now, the Scriptures say, too, “And also in the iniquities of their fathers” (ibid.) —i.e., 
the religion of the Traditionists [= Rabbanites] who fix intercalation and the leap- 
year cycle by calculation and say, This is a tradition we received from our fathers.* 

And by stating, “With them shall they pine away” (ibid.), the Scriptures refer to 
the ones [that is, the Karaites] who are now with them, i.e., with those who maintain 
they received traditions from their fathers, and now they are with them in these prac¬ 
tices; they will pine away in the protracted exile. 97 

IN PRAISE OF LEARNING 

For ignorance and complacency were the greatest enemies of a commun¬ 
ity which was pressured by external circumstances into adjustment 

The Leiden version differs to some extent from the Firkowicz MS underlying the 
excerpt printed by Pinsker. These variants were already noted and discussed by 
Steinschneider, Catalogue Leiden, 6 f., and by Geiger, in Blumenfeld's Ofar Nehmad, 
IV (1863), 25 f., note. They will be marked off in the present quotation by brackets: 
wwn mm .omn l>Kir»®’i .pipim pm .omi *wi •D’wsi Vas .rvaVa n ton ,B’®-rm win mm 
[-|Vn mnaiai »a] noV® mimiann maVaV maVna -nam nu® armawa ton®’ w’-nei ’a .annwaV 
nap *i®r B'lii’ annnm] a*n« a*an« iap om-inm ."rap n>nv annnm .[n-i] a-p a«omi me B’M® 
«|tot] d»j® '3i qtot nne B'sViai .[neai ntona .vir®i] 'ui npiai n)>3R ia« on’ton .[ana o’arm 
m® am nn» ns [n3l>a Vasa®’ mstoai] Vasa®’ n»Va nnannn iai .en’nmV w’aan ma pV [B’l® 
[’lima naawna a’m i®an* i®a nianan ma] '«i Brin’ nnn unim .[d*®]. 

For all we know, the last clause reproduced in brackets from the Leiden MS may 
very well be extant in the Firkowicz MS also; the latter seems on the whole to be 
superior to that in the Leiden University Library. However, when preparing the 
selection for Pinsker, Firkowicz probably decided to omit the sentence and conven¬ 
iently dismissed it with an “etc.” Surely, there was no point, as far as he was con¬ 
cerned, in comparing the position of the Karaites in the Orthodox Christian Empire 
to that of “ploughing beasts." After all, nineteenth-century Russian Karaism was 
in the midst of a political romance with the Czarist government which claimed to 
be the legitimate heir of imperial Byzantine authority. 

The continuation of the paragraph in the Leiden MS is all in a messianic vein, 
which brings into even sharper relief the complaint voiced in the sentence quoted 
last. The Firkowicz-Pinsker selection does not mention the messianic character of 
that text either. 

The part which contains the dates of the Roman and Muslim dominations, respec¬ 
tively, was later incorporated by Yefeth ben §a‘Ir into his Commentary on the Penta¬ 
teuch. See the excerpt in Pinsker’s “Mittheilungen,” Der Orient, XU (1851), 740, note 4. 

A critical edition (even a partial one) of the hitherto unpublished Exodus-Leviticus 
Anonymous would greatly enhance our knowledge of Karaite biblical exegesis and 
of Byzantine Karaism in general. 

97 Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 452a, differs here from the selection based on the 
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and compromise. With the increasing urgency of the economic struggle 
under the new and fluid conditions, and with the weakening of traditional 
ties and institutions, the need for realism could easily turn into oppor¬ 
tunism, and adjustment could before long end in utter assimilation. 

The danger of imitating the Rabbanites indiscriminately, both in 
their commendable traits and ways of behavior and in those practices 
which Karaite tradition considered undesirable, loomed large before 
the eyes of responsible leaders. Sheer ignorance on the part of the 
settlers who were now uprooted from the sources of their original, 
spiritual and religious, experience made this danger increasingly real. 
An intensive educational drive was then in order, one that could make 
the people face the problems of the hour by acquiring the knowledge 
prerequisite for honest searching of ways and for wise decisions. 

Firkowicz MS and printed in Pinsker’s Likkufe. The fact that the printed version 
concludes each excerpt with an “etc.” only, without indicating the extent of editorial 
omissions, makes the comparison difficult indeed. Thus, there is no way of checking 
whether the text available in the Leiden MS and missing in Pinsker’s edition was 
deliberately left out by the editor or did not exist in the Russian MS in the first place. 

There is, however, a very important line, printed in Likkute, which is simply missing 
in the Leiden version. The clause thereafter is also corrupt in the latter. For this reason 
the Pinsker edition was preferred here, so far as the English translation is concerned; 
though abridged, it is based on a text superior throughout. 

The Hebrew version, reproduced in the present note, forms, for the sake of com¬ 
pleteness, a combination of both the Firkowicz and the Leiden MSS. The sections 
omitted by Pinsker (or Firkowicz) from the Russian MS are supplied here on the basis 
of the Leiden copy and put in brackets, while those passages that are missing in the 
Leiden MS, yet are given by Pinsker, will be stressed here through scattered lettering: 
ipa’ ana 'to 'bk 'v .a’pbn -aa apbm aawa aya: iw abia] 'iai ip a’ aaa aniwam mm 
B’mpn am .[®pnni nnnn na«n® aa k^k n®ra Kb Kim nbapn na 1K3’ h?k 'an pbnn am .aaiva 
t|to *ibki naisa ayna ivpi nisab nar’ pb .naa Kin am ’a B’snv aa’Ki an’sa tibk 1 Ban ibk 
anal naan] 'i a i niaN p nb nbap nr naan nrnai mas i®jp® nbapn m Kin .amaK niaisa 
a’K-ipa -ibki .man mans aua-ib bp >a .mans naKi .amaK -ibk pb .nninn p np’B onb pK nem 
ianaKi aa’Ki iKian lavnan nan auann bvi .naw’n anb aasan 'k ibup »a -pm inrba aair 
ia-p® nr ana nr no’ Kbi oabaoi labay ann la’maa maw ’a jKa 'aa an’aa nv .iabao ammair 
p anno anal naK ambn .bha 'an ambr libai .ava-ib ia’a» as ’b’a®ai 'aa® ain’npi a’b’awan 
br Dbia nma ’n«n ipa» ana vma naK Kb »bibi .nrnn nanm B’an idbisp naK nbaai ;'iai -|mn 
anK amaK niaura *ini nain ns asn .ipa’ nbnna naK nwnai .amaK prai aaiaa ipa’ ’a .ma pbn 
on'niaKB a 1 b a p n ® a mara .ipa’ anK -ibki .[nriK as br 'am .ms pbn br vn »a ’nsv .ipa’ 
niban -pKa ipa' ana dbb an nnm. 

The gist of the section omitted by Firkowicz and given here from the Leiden 
MS is that the sin of the Karaites is less grave than that of the Rabbanites. 
Yet, their following the Rabbanite customs delays the salvation to which they would 
otherwise be entitled. Nevertheless, the author concludes his exhortation on a hopeful 
note and predicts redemption of both branches of Jewry. The condition for that future 
bliss is their sincere and wholehearted repentance. Cf. Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 452a, 
(the text is not given in Pinsker’s Likkufe)’. 'ab py pioan ma ,amaK pu na mm -iuki 
n’n ibi .ib’-isv i:b nbo i:’ns mron b’-ibiki anina abia ’a .amaK pm -ibki .b:ib -ibk ’3 .mb’npn 
'« mob awisa ia«n ab baa *nm nr. 
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Exaltation of knowledge and the stress of the personal responsibility 
of each individual to acquire it were standard slogans in Karaism even 
before the aforecited victory of rationalism and individualism in the 
latter part of the tenth century. The scholastic ideal which the late tenth- 
and the eleventh-century Palestinian masters succeeded in inculcating 
into the minds of their Byzantine disciples was based both on the old 
Jewish type of talmid hakham, largelymodeled after the talmudic scholar 
in the Rabbanite academies, 98 and on the rationalistic Islamic mujtahid, 
the “seeker [of truth]’’ and “investigator” ( ba‘al ha-hippus). 99 Still, the 
impression is gained that in Byzantium these properties were hailed 
not merely as praiseworthy signs of purely academic zeal. They appear 
there to be imbued with such a degree of practical urgency that their true 
meaning can be explained only in the context of the special conditions 
with which the young sectarian camp was confronted on the unfamiliar 
ground of the Byzantine Empire. 

God, Exalted be He, imposed on us the obligation of study [Tobias ben Moses 
importunes his coreligionists], that we may leam his Torah and store it in our heart 
xai tva xazaxgazrjaw/iev, for the Torah is true. And thus we shall know to per¬ 
form the commands therein, and we shall be careful to avoid doing what should 
not be done. Woe to him who wastes and perverts knowledge or puts himself in a 
position in which he is deprived of Torah—woe to him in this world and in the 
world to come, for his sin is greater than that of a man who studied and erred. 100 

Education [Tobias reminds his flock] is a personal responsibility, 
and lack of schooling during the person’s childhood does not 
exempt the adult from the duty of study. 101 No less dangerous than 
ignorance itself is the foolish notion of the complacent ignorant that 

98 No wonder the Karaite academy of Joseph ben Noah in late tenth-century 
Jerusalem was organized according to the Rabbanite pattern. Cf. on it “Ibn al-Hiti’s 
Chronicle of Karaite Doctors,” edited by G. Margoliouth, JQR (O.S.), IX (1897), esp. 
433 (Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 232, §11). On ‘Anan’s Talmud-minded ideal of 
study, see Ben-Sasson’s remarks in Zion, XV (1950), 43 f. 

99 For a definition of the mujtahid see Schacht, Origins of Muhammadan Juris¬ 
prudence, 99. On ijtihad in Karaism see recently Zucker, in his already-cited Hebrew 
essay in Sura, II (1955-56), 325. Cf. also the same expression in the excerpt from 
Salman ben Yeruham, as quoted above, 54, note 72, and my general comments earlier 
in this chapter, 209 f. 

100 Cf. Ofar Nehmad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 43a-b. The text (including that in the 
next three notes) was published earlier by Poznanski, “Anan et se$ 6crits,” REJ, 
XLIV, 186 f., and differs from my reading to a negligible extent only: a»n B"n»*a 

'bn D’lisn hbsm ton Nm ’3 pBiB’Bpopmp liaba nniN nx»n linnn nai>iB maim whs 
mn nm a!n»a ii> ’tn mm n!>3 ibs# ri’i’i maim nmcm mos’B mi .niBi>i> pn* Ni> ibn a mm 
B13B3 niB IN nsi ’^33 (?) nS3 iUBl iai> 'BN8 U1V imj 1113 ’3 N3il '1»3 li>. 

101 Ibid .: nm 5in in. am Nm 'bn mm mm ma^a lass au»’B ’a n wim urn 
’(is nm n in .iniN wm Ni> *3 'n’b ns pnns Nbi nsi* ’isi> pian’® niNin ii> ywi mvn tobub 
naira din in D^rt napa lay’ ova ii> Ni> ni>N in .’nai> Ni> ’3n in 133 ins. 
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Israel is indestructible, whatever its behavior. 102 Indeed, the ignorant 
are easy prey for Rabbanite sinners who entice the nation into trans¬ 
gressions and lull it into a false sense of security and a faulty mode 
of life. 103 


COMING TO TERMS WITH LIFE 

And yet, despite the fiery outcries of alarmed leaders, intelligent adjust¬ 
ments had to be made. Indeed, as we have seen, the self-same Tobias 
ben Moses, who so eloquently pleaded against assimilation and hurled 
threats of hell-fire against those who blindly followed the Rabbanites, 
was the first to lead his flock on a path of compromise and of adjustment 
to new conditions. 

Naturally, the decisive modifications in ideological outlook and in 
the sect’s own appraisal of its historic position in a changing world were 
still to come after the death of Tobias ben Moses and his colleagues. 
It was then that, to the surprise and ultimate detriment of Byzantium, 
powerful external forces staged what Western Christianity termed “the 
Crusades.” The Karaite organization, geared to unswerving allegiance 
to the sectarian spiritual capital in Jerusalem and now thrown off 
balance with the destruction of that capital in 1099, had to introduce 
basic reforms of practice and orientation in a search for a modus viveridi 
in a changed world. Even greater reforms were eventually to force their 
way to the surface in the fifteenth century, again under the impact of 
tremendous changes on the international scene. But the trend as such, 
an original contribution of the Byzantine branch of the sect to the 
evolution of Karaism, was foreshadowed already in the first cautious 
steps of the eleventh-century leaders. Notwithstanding the occasional 

102 Ibid .: .aVmm amVe db pm D’bbd Dint bnnssDB DniaV hi Damns Vs ontsipa d*bbiV ntt 
nrrm vmni Vs omn mn Diana m^Vs* dr iV V’si’ nm mn pirn mm '« »a 'dr*i dir ibb’ Vm 
.Diana Ria» kV apm nsVw ’3 'Dm 'br B’lsian B’V’oan ’-ma isb» Vm .inma ]D *ir ’a ’Vs 
d’lman Dmiain Dm iV’Baai nnsian nton n ,a» 'dr 'br wp [db :V'5] dr Da prii aVnn- 

103 Cf. the immediate continuation of the previous text, ibid.: .DmiTron nanoin 
.../m»Rn nmsni manea mVattna dhV nmai nasw Va niBsVi mnsVi VdkV dbV ■p’ 1 lanm 
isiwi an nrniB ms dr Dana nnnppa [Vr-i]B’ dr immi ir’swi '« mia nnnn irs’ n oaV mt 
Djimna iVsan Vm naia 'an JinDin iars> aim mi»m Vs ,aVRi aVa oaV ’ 1 r ... m*ns maia 
anno aR-i’a DamVn m Vs rmsi oaaaVa omVR ana id’bi. And again, on the hitherto unpub¬ 
lished foL 27b: na’i’s niRin ms n Jim nan pVan nnai»» Vr DaaaV ms [Vri]I 5« na vir 
fpw aVai Va D’Vant Dai [» r*’ 'ap>’i] oamisDi n* wppn Vr mm.. JimaV V'asan. Similarly 
earlier, in the same MS, fol. 5a: oaV am 1 V 1 .an onniRR nnais nroa aoa Vs rVr 
[V m]»nV isjiai'« yn ism rV n oVa nms imis VaR jiVr ma nmam im rV wtuh '« msna a si 
iapi tib ,DmaBrm irri em-imt o’aViaa pri ,[Dai p -] i»a esa-i’ nna laVn 'bri nnnnR laVn 
m mn .[ata nVisa naa oViB :V-s] a-asa ata oVis amm m nm .ikd isps oam-ami /DniVona 
misV mi'm Vsi nnsian D*naa iars» anti .aiisai aVnn praV naia anaa dsd ana amm. 
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relapses into conservatism and even asceticism, there is a steady path 
leading from Tobias ben Moses to Elijah Bashyachi. The almost imper¬ 
ceptible adjustments of the eleventh century led ultimately to the sweep¬ 
ing innovations introduced four centuries later, when, against the 
opposition of the whole Karaite East which was unaware of the problems 
with which Byzantine Karaism was confronted, candles were lit for the 
first time on Friday evenings in Karaite homes on the Bosporus. The 
Byzantine sectaries were welcoming the Holy Sabbath in the Rabbanite 
fashion! 104 

Thus toppled the wall of darkness which, literally speaking, used to 
surround the Karaite dwellings on the eve of the Lord’s day and to 
isolate the sectaries from their Rabbanite brethren. It did not fall of 
itself nor by accident. It was pulled down deliberately by consistent 
action of Byzantine Karaite leadership—the climax of four centuries 
of mutual borrowing and legal reformulation, the fulfillment of a chain 
of pathetic efforts to come to terms with the law. This age-long process 
of coming to terms with a law that had evolved under conditions different 
from those in which its Byzantine followers lived ended in bending the 
law to come to terms with life. 

104 The so to speak revolutionary innovation, introduced into Byzantino-Turkish 
Karaism in the fifteenth century, of lighting Sabbath candles on Friday evenings, 
is discussed by Elijah Bashyachi in his Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Shabbath, Ch. 
XX, 52d if., and passim. See also above, 235, concerning Bashyachi’s efforts to read 
into the writings of earlier Karaite legislators the tendency toward the same reform. 

The innovation was accepted by the Karaite communities in the Crimea, in Poland 
and Lithuania. It was, however, persistently opposed for many centuries by the 
eastern branch of the sect. Cf. Mann, Texts and Studies, IT, 447,464,505,1160 ff., 1420; 
the additional texts in Dod Mordecai, 15a; Guriand’s Ginze Yisrael, IE, 29 ff.; and 
Neubauer’s Aus der Petersburger Bibliothek, 65 f., 122 f. Cf. also my Hebrew “Elijah 
Bashyachi,” Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 58 f., note 47. 

Other innovations of that period included the beginning of the annual cycle of 
Pentateuch reading in the synagogue in the month of Tishri, in accord with the Rab- 
banites, replacing the former Karaite custom to open the cycle in the month of Nisan; 
arrangement of astronomical tables of moladoth to assist in fixing the first day of the 
month; introduction of Sephardi Rabbanite cantillation; regulation of the system 
of prayers and the inclusion of Rabbanite liturgical poetry in it; acceptance of Rab- 
banite-pattemed ritual fringes (fifith); the use of Rabbanite models for a whole 
series of benedictions for different occasions; etc. Not all reforms were equally suc¬ 
cessful; some did not survive the generation of a Bashyachi or of his pupil Afendo- 
polo. Of them all, however, the Sabbath reform was, at least outwardly, the most im¬ 
pressive. Cf. my brief summary in EnsUflopedyah ‘Ivrith, IX, 960 ff., s.v. “Bashyachi.” 
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WIDENING THE CIRCLE 

T he interpenetration of ideas and customs, stemming from 
the inevitable contact between groups of people who live alongside 
each other, is, of course, a two-way street; thus, we may also 
assume that the processes of fraternization and of conscious or inadvertent 
borrowing -within Byzantine Jewry worked in both directions. The 
above-described Rabbanite influence on Karaite legislation and practice 
in Byzantium could not have failed to be accompanied conversely by a 
lesser or greater impact of Karaite ways on the mode of life of Byzantine 
Rabbanites. It is only natural to suppose that Karaite coloring must 
have gradually tinged some observances and customs of the Rabbanite 
population in the Empire, much the same way as it did elsewhere. 1 2 

KARAITE INROADS 

Indeed, already in the late tenth century the Karaite Sahl ben Masliah 
boasted of the fact that several Rabbanites in Palestine have adopted 
major Karaite practices. 2 

Now, should someone say [argues Sahl with his Rabbanite correspondent], “Behold, 
our brethren, the disciples of the Rabbanites on the Holy Mount [= Jerusalem] and 

1 See on the problem, in general, A. Marmorstein’s interesting, though somewhat 
undisciplined, survey of the “Spuren karaischen Einflusses in der gaonaischenHalacha,” 
Festschrift A. Schwarz, 455 If.; S. W. Baron, Social and Religious History of the 
Jews (2nd ed.), V, 281 ff. 

2 Cf. his Epistle to Jacob ben Samuel, in Pinsker’s Likkute Ifadmoniyyoth, App. 
Ill, 33 (the English version by Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 117 f., §15, is extremely 
abridged): ]a D’pim [n^anai-] nbanaai ®npn "ina DHann n’n^n U’na nan ms natr* dot 
®h .vjbV onm i®» an pa ua ’®»nai nmnn H’B^n ’ana on ’a naaa mnV nna a”n ,nVan a’&snn 
iS>aOT a^ ni?a onn dji ,moa 5ana baa d.tb na vinoi o’5®m’a npai lax n®a ibaa’ ab® D’an Dna 
,Dn’m^a«a iaai Dpnaaa i^an’ a^n .o’u^mn l» mnan n’ta dk ’a djbbb ;aw in?’ a^i on’naa tb 
,D,T nnniOT omnaim 'n ’an’ mal>n Van nona ddV nr ^ai .maaDn Vaa iaaD’ aVi D’nan Va i»a» aln 
nt?a mmoan mnsn ^aa nnn aan n®a na al>i nina na aln na na inp’ al> Da ’a nal>a m aln 
Di’i ni’n n’ana nna dv ,d’B’ ’j» dhotb? na hi? nmsa D’Bia oni.. /rs’ anps na ’Ban Dinoa 
pa®n innni Dn’j’s own n’an® Dna ®’i .D’tnni Dnpin on nt V>3 dot ,d’Jb1> d’biu vn n®aa nna 
ma»n. 
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in Ramlah, are far removed from such [abominable] deeds, 3 then you must really 
know that they walk the path of the [Karaite] students of Torah and do as the Karaites 
do; indeed, they have learned it from the latter. Thus, there are many of them who 
[following the Karaites] eat no meat of sheep and cattle in Jerusalem, 4 and keep their 
mouths clean of every unclean food... . 5 And they do not touch the dead and do 
not become defiled by any of the impurities. 6 

Now, they arrived at all that by the grace of God and through learning from the 
God-fearing [Karaites], from their chastisements and admonitions. And not that 
alone, but they also refrain from marrying a daughter of one’s mother [from another 
marriage] and a daughter of one’s sister and a daughter of the wife of one’s father, 
and they refrain from all the prohibited incestuous unions which the Karaite scholars 
(may their Rock guard them) have proclaimed as forbidden .... Further, with God's 
help, they celebrate the festivals for two days—one day according to lunar observation 
[in the Karaite fashion], and one day in consonance with their former [Rabbanite] 
custom. And they still continue to search and investigate, 7 and, indeed, there are 
some among them whose eyes God has ultimately enlightened so that they have 
forsaken the calculation of leap-years. 8 

Now, true, this statement, coming from a zealous missionary of 
Karaism, does not impress the reader as entirely free of partisan enthus¬ 
iasm. Not only may some of the enumerated successes have been 
somewhat exaggerated, but, even if basically true, they were not neces¬ 
sarily the result of Karaite propaganda, notwithstanding Sahl’s claims 
to this effect. The pietistic ways may have been either mirroring 
some ancient Palestinian Halakhah or minhag [i.e., custom], unrecorded 
in the extant Rabbinic literature, 9 or reflecting revivalist trends within 

3 I.e., those deplored in the earlier paragraphs of the Epistle as typically Rabbanite. 

4 This prohibition was taken over by the Karaites from earlier sectarians and 
from the early Rabbanite “Mourners of Zion.” 

5 Here follows a description of food considered legally “unclean,” whether because 
of actual uncleanliness or vermin, or because of its having been prepared by Gentiles. 

6 Karaite reticence about getting defiled by contact with a corpse constituted a major 
problem, whenever the need arose for reconciling it with the duty of burying the dead. 
Applying in the Diaspora the biblical laws of (ume'ath meth [ = impurity incurred 
by contact with a dead body] as rigidly as in pre-exilic Palestinian Jewry, the Karaites 
would shirk even the obligation of helping in the burial of their own coreligionists. 
For the resulting late developments in Lithuania, see Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 
593n., 759 f. For the Karaite laws of impurity relating to dead bodies, cf. Bashyachi’s 
Addereth Eliyyahii, Section Jume'ah we-Taharah, Chps. XVIII-XXII, 132d If. On 
the unsuccessful attempt by the fourteenth-century Israel al-Maghribi to abolish the 
law, see Mann, op. cit., 71 f. 

7 Cf. Sahl’s exhortation with regard to the believer’s duty of “searching and inves¬ 
tigating,” as quoted above, 37, note 27, 216 f., note 24, 221, note 31, and chosen 
as motto for our present volume. 

8 See on this problem, below, 271 ff., and, more fully, in Chapter VII. 

9 Cf. Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, V, 281. On “The Persis¬ 
tence of Rejected Customs in Palestine,” see L. Finkelstein's stimulating inquiry 
under that title, JQR (N. S.), XXIX (1938-39), 179 IT., esp. 184 f.; and S. Lieberman(n), 
Shkiin, esp. 21 f. 
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Rabbanite Jewry, contemporaneous with (but not necessarily dependent 
on) the Palestinian Karaite movement. 10 

Nevertheless, Sahl’s statement assumes a different dimension when 
added to the fact that even great Rabbanite leaders could not on different 
occasions deny that their own communities had been affected. A com¬ 
plaint to this effect was voiced, for example, by no less a figure than 
Maimonides with regard to twelfth-century Egypt. It seems that Rabbanite 
women there preferred to perform their ritualistic ablutions in a way 
resembling that of their Karaite sisters rather than in conformity with 
talmudic law. The Maimonidean admonition can certainly not be 
dismissed as conventional moralizing only, since it was actually accom¬ 
panied by a legal enactment designed to remedy the situation. 11 

Paradoxically, Karaite influence may perhaps claim some share in the 
pietistic proposals which the son of Maimonides advocated in the early 
thirteenth century. 12 Indeed, those contemporaries of Abraham Maimuni 
who objected to such practices as prostrations, which he endeavored to 
introduce into synagogue ceremonial, were quick to decry the marked 

10 J. L. Teicher suggested a reappraisal of Sabi's statement in the light of the recent 
finds in the Judaean Desert. Cf. his “The Dead Sea Scrolls—Documents of the Jewish- 
Christian Sect of Ebionites,” JJS, II (1951), esp. 87 ff. Not that Teicher doubts the 
pietist revival among the Palestinian Rabbanites of the tenth century, as reported by 
Sahl. This revival, paralleling that in the Karaite camp, was real. It was, however, 
a movement stimulated by ancient scrolls found in the caves near the Dead Sea in the 
late eighth century. In these manuscripts, the discovery of which was reported by 
the Katholikos Timothy to his colleague, the Metropolitan of Elam, a pious mode of 
life was advocated. Teicher would even link the famous Saadyah-Ben Meir controversy 
to the find of Zadokite literature in the caves. 

Indeed, as already noted in the Introduction to the present study (p. 20), the view that 
these cave discoveries, reported in 801 c.e., left an indelible imprint on Karaite thinking 
of the ninth and tenth centuries has gained many supporters among the students 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Cf. O. Eissfeldt, “Der Anlass zur Entdeckung der Hohle 
und ihr ahnliche VorgSnge aus filterer Zeit,” Theologische Literaturzeitung, LXXIX 
(1949), 597 f.; P. Kahle’s comments on “The Age of the Scrolls,” VT, I, (1951), 
44 ff.; idem. Die hebraischen Handschrifien aus der Hohle, 60; S. Lieberman, “Light 
on the Cave Scrolls from Rabbinic Sources," PAAJR, XX (1951), esp. 402 f. However, 
Teicher's extension of that theory, to include the Rabbanites, too, has not met so 
far with widespread approval. For a similar theory with regard to the Mishawites, 
cf. S. Talmon, Scripta Hierosolymitana, IV (1958), 194, note 82; see below. Chapter 
VUI, note 62. 

11 See the expression nu*» inn uni, or ronmn niina ’bV] iKpnm arena, in I. 

Friedlander's “Der arabische Original der anti-karaischen Verordnung des Mai¬ 
monides” MGWJ, LIU (1909), 476 (Arabic), and 481 (Hebrew), a. Teshuboth 
ha-RaMBaM (ed. A. Freimann), 91 ff., No. 97 (Hebrew version only). 

12 See on it N. Wieder's important essay analyzing the Islamic Influences on the 
Jewish Worship, esp. 54 ff., 60 f. 
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Islamic and Karaite slant of these reforms. 13 While Maimuni and his 
pietist colleagues would (quite obviously and, no doubt, quite sincerely) 
refuse to admit that they succumbed to non-Jewish or sectarian influence, 
they, nevertheless, could hardly deny the close resemblance between the 
changes they favored and some standard observances in the Karaite 
house of worship. They argued, however, that, unlike the aforementioned 
late Karaite “innovations” in the field of ritual purity, whose penetration 
into Egyptian Rabbinism was deplored by Abraham’s father, the pro¬ 
jected demonstrations of piety merely reverted to more ancient practices 
which antedated the appearance of Karaism. 14 To be sure, the assertions of 
pietists and critics alike were basically correct. For, as already pointed 
out on several occasions in this volume, early Karaism drew many of 
its elements from discarded layers of ancient, to a large extent pietistic 
Palestinian Halakhah or custom. 15 On the other hand, it is questionable 
whether the thirteenth-century Rabbanite pietistic revival in Egypt 
went back directly to the same old stratum of Palestinian-inspired— 
partly superseded, partly unrecorded—lore. Rather, it was quickened 
by stimuli of the Islamic environment and by the practical example 
of contemporary Karaite neighbors. 16 

Somewhat similar symptoms of Karaite impact on Rabbinic obser¬ 
vances are signaled from twelfth- and thirteenth-century Byzantium. 
“All the communities of Romania,” i.e., of the Byzantine provinces, were, 
according to the early thirteenth-century Isaiah of Trani, emulating 
Karaite custom and neglecting the traditional provisions of ritual 
purity. 17 Modem observers detected also traces of a definite influence of 

13 Wieder, op. cit., 54, and the Arabic text there, 89, §4. Characteristically, among 
Maimuni's opponents was also “one of the most famous scholars of Byzantium” 
(min mashahir talmide hakhamim ar-Riim). Abraham does not give the name of that 
Byzantine Rabbanite leader. 

14 Wieder, op. cit., 55 f. 

15 See above, 253, and note 9 there. 

16 It is, of course, beyond the scope of these remarks to dwell on the broader, 
ideological and philosophical, aspects of Abraham's pietism nor to draw any analogy 
between his movement and the contemporaneous pietistic revival in other regions. 
Only the practical Karaite aspect therein, whatever its relative role in the general 
make-up or Abraham's doctrine, is of relevance in this connection. 

On another pietistic Karaite practice that has penetrated Rabbinic worship— 
standing up all night on Ydm Kippur—see Baron, Social and Religious History 
of the Jews, V, 283. 

17 Cf. S. Schechteris text of Isaiah of Trani, in "Notes on the Hebrew MSS in the 
University Library at Cambridge (I),” JQR (O.S.), IV (1891-92), esp. 99 f. More of 
Isaiah's anti-Karaite admonitions will be covered in a future volume which is to 
deal with the Byzantine Karaite story from the end of the eleventh century on. Cf., 
provisionally, Starr, Romania, 16 if., esp. 19, and the sources cited in the notes thereto. 
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the Karaite law of inheritance on the legal practice of the Byzantine 
Rabbanite population in that period. Contrary to the Rabbinic principle 
and in obvious imitation of Karaite procedure, the Byzantine Rabbanites, 
too, allowed a married woman to retain full title to her dowry and 
deprived the husband from inheriting it. 18 

Now, all the above instances from Egypt and from the Byzantine 
territories belong to the twelfth and the thirteenth centuries, i.e., to a 
period later than that covered by the present study. However, as we 
shall see presently, a similar state of affairs can indirectly be inferred 
as having obtained also in eleventh-century Byzantium. 

EMOTIONAL APPEAL 

It is a matter of general concurrence that the Rabbanite exposition of 
Scripture in Byzantium shows a homiletical rather than rationalistic 
slant. This fact was already noted by contemporary Rabbanite author¬ 
ities outside the Empire. An Ibn Ezra or a Maimonides did not spare 
disparaging remarks with regard to this characteristic predilection of 
their Byzantine coreligionists. 19 

For the purpose of our inquiry, however, the trend toward homiletical 
exegesis, prevalent among the Rabbanites in Byzantium, is more than 
of purely scholarly interest. While undoubtedly revealing the literary 
preferences of the average Jew in the Empire, it also reflects a readier 
reponsiveness on his part to practical appeals of an emotional nature. 
Thus, it stands to reason that certain impressive demonstrations of 
piety by the new Karaite arrivals in Byzantium and by their descendants 
were apt to attract the attention of the average Rabbanite Jew more 
than the dialectical intricacies of Karaite rational proofs. On the one hand, 

18 See S. Assaf, “On the Family Life of the Jews of Byzantium” (Hebrew), Sefer 
hay-Yobel li-Profes6r S. Krauss, 174 f., and Starr’s Romania, 19. 

19 See the derogatory statement by Abraham ibn Ezra, in the Introduction to his 
Commentary on the Pentateuch appended to many editions of the Jewish Bible (editio 
princeps .Naples, 1488], 2b): ;:man: v. /.) man nnna idtii :impair *>s navip nwm "pun 
p*i .d’anw !>ptsa !>s iu’a» a!>» .D’avnn am’ nrsisa ,6’aann yn nan .(rmair ’ms : rather 
'raiman h!>k oanal> main .Q’aimpn nsoa lasia’® msi .D’a’s nsi ana np!»a urn bs aaiao’. 
Cf. also the English version in Starr, Jem in the Byz. Empire, 215, No. 164. 

Similarly, cf. the deprecating comment by Maimonides, in the Arabic responsum 
edited (along with a Hebrew translation) in S. L. Heil berg’s Nit'e Na'amanim, Hebrew 
Section, 17, No. 3 (see also German Section, 49 f.). When asked about the origin of 
the anthropomorphic Midrashim—the inquirer suggested that, of all people, the 
Karaites were perhaps to be blamed for them!—Maimonides replied that such com¬ 
positions “must undoubtedly be the work of some Byzantine preacher” (yjsrn ana 
cn!>tt). See also S. Buber’s Introduction to Lelfah J6b on Genesis-Exodus, 45 [23a]. 
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then, the Karaites were in a position to exert influence on Rabbanite 
intellectuals in Byzantium through rationalistic attacks on talmudic and 
midrashic homilies which were popular there; on the other hand, they 
could take advantage precisely of this prevailing inclination to non- 
rationalistic religiosity, by addressing themselves to the emotionalism 
of the simple Rabbanite folk through sheer example of pietistic practice. 

Indeed, some none-too-scholarly and none-too-discriminating pietists 
among the Byzantine Rabbanites would often prefer to play it safe and 
acknowledge particular expressions of godliness, notwithstanding their 
Karaite origin. At the same time they would avoid or, at least, hesitate in 
regard to specific practices frowned on by the sectarians although fully 
sanctioned by Rabbanite leadership and talmudic tradition. We shall 
not go wrong in assuming, too, that especially those pietistic practices 
which were imported from Jerusalem by Byzantine Karaite students 
(who joined the “Mourners of Zion” when on a study trip to the spiritual 
capital of the sect) enjoyed considerable vogue in the Rabbanite ranks. 

But, apart from that twilight position of many a Rabbanite, which, 
as we recall, was quite widespread in Palestine and Egypt and which, 
incidentally, was not restricted to the lower strata of the population, 20 
there must have been a considerable number of actual conversions. 21 
True, transition from one denomination to the other was rather simple 
in those times. 22 Still, in view of the proximity of dwellings of Karaites 
and Rabbanites in the same locality, such conversions, especially where 
a larger group was involved, undoubtedly created a stir in the Jewish 
quarter. It should, therefore, not seem unreasonable to expect some kind 
of testimony to this effect in the Byzantine Karaite literature, in keeping 
with its usual triumphant glorification of Karaite missionary successes. 


THE CONVERSION STORY 

Chances are, indeed, that such testimony has actually been left for 
posterity by the eleventh-century leadership of Byzantine Karaism. It all 

20 Indeed, to this day the allegiance of several important personalities of that time 
remains a riddle and serves as a worthy theme of scholarly investigation. Especially 
well known are the discussions concerning the Tustarl brothers, the Ben Asher family, 
and Yehudah ibn Kuraish. While Rabbanite persuasion has, so it seems, been estab¬ 
lished beyond doubt with regard to the Ben Ashers, and with a great degree of pro¬ 
bability with regard to Ibn Kuraish also, the very fact that these personalities were 
suspect at all of Karaite leanings is highly instructive. 

21 There is, of course, no way of statistical evaluation of the success or failure of 
Karaite propaganda. For general impressions see my Hebrew essay in Tarbiz, XXY 
(1955-56), 191 ff„ and above, 80 ff. 

22 This point was rightly stressed by Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, 
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depends on how we evaluate a report, preserved by Tobias ben Moses 
of Constantinople, which clearly speaks of the conversion of a group 
from among the normative majority to the Karaite creed. This report 
has the obvious disadvantage of being included in Tobias’ hitherto 
unpublished 0?ar Nehmad on Leviticus, a Hebrew compilation based 
to a very large extent on the Arabic commentaries of the two great 
tenth-century Palestinians, David ben Bo‘az, the Nasi, and Yefeth ben 
‘All, the master-exegete. 

Now, much like other Byzantine compilations, Tobias’ work, too, 
is phrased in such a way that the demarcation line between outright 
translation from older Arabic writings and the compiler’s original 
contribution is not clearly visible and, in the present state of Karaitic 
research, not easy to ascertain. 23 Hence, there is always the risk of 
erroneously ascribing to the Byzantine community a situation that was 
actually reported by an earlier writer from the Islamic environment. 
On the other hand, it is my impression that Tobias’ candid admission 
of his indebtedness to David ben Bo‘az and Yefeth ben ‘All caused 
some scholars to underestimate his own contribution. They mistook his 
Ofar Nehmad for a mere collection of excerpts, fashioned after the manner 
of such Byzantine Karaite compositions as the later Sefer ha-'Osher. 

A comprehensive study of the Bodleian manuscript of the work 
convinced me that this notion is inaccurate. While the book is, indeed, 
built on a constant confrontation of the exegetical and legalistic com¬ 
ments of the aforementioned great Palestinian scholars of the tenth 
century, it by no means follows uncritically the teachings of these two 
masters. Very often the author decides against the opinion of one of 

them or both, stating emphatically, “However, I, Tobias, say-,” 

and adding sometimes harsh words of criticism, too. 24 He further 

V, 273 f. “For a long time [writes Baron], transfer from a Karaite to a Rabbanite 
congregation or vice versa, even where both existed side by side, appears to have 
been no more difficult than is change of membership from a Reform to a Con¬ 
servative or an Orthodox congregation today.” 

23 This is what Tobias himself tells us of die balance in his book between original 
composition and translation (A. Neubauer, Bodleian Catalogue, I, 38, No. 290; also 
Volume of Facsimilies, second half of Plate XXXV): p’s ’taaKta taan isibn malts »aa 
'ni>wn tat a»®m m liana nan iai jinna no aim .twin ima noon 'a ryib n»n nt »nana 
■nawai mm tm o’n^an ,nnmon 'emam non »taa nans wisp® no worn .tat nta no» 
»ntan »na na mtaw ia »m®m »rn ns anpn wipm pvnn viptnm jiaom pan. 

For the full text of Tobias* statement and a broader discussion of Tobias’ literary 
production, cf. below. Chapter VIII, esp. note 171. See also my analysis in Tarbiz, 
XXV (1955-56), 47 ff. 

24 Cf. Ofar Nehmad, Bodleian MS No. 290, 104a: [no*-] nntan 'na »a 'Dia mam »iai 
'dk ii> w -mm asa» mm a!> nt ta mam no i!> -na il> >a .pi u»n nana titan taal> pm »a tat 
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embarks on independent excursuses or polemics which definitely reflect 
problems confronting his community in the eleventh century. In our 
particular context, too, so it seems, the wording of the phrase permits 
crediting the report of Tobias with basic historicity and considering it 
a reflection of Tobias’ own observations from the Byzantine scene 
rather than a mere translation of an earlier source. 2 ^ 

A group from among the Rabbanites [relates Tobias], who used to exert themselves 
very ardently in justifying these [Rabbinic] presentations 26 and to proclaim very 
strongly their Rabbinism, seceded from the Rabbanite Synagogue, abandoned their 
religion and became Karaites. Indeed, they left behind the creed of the Rabbanites 
and do not any longer defend this heritage. [On the contrary], they get ever stronger 
in the religion of the Karaites, [so much so that now] they reversed [their role] and 
are repudiating their [former] presentations and revealing the secrets of the Talmud 
and the abominable things written therein which are unknown to the [non-Jewish] 
inhabitants of the land. 

Still, even if one is to consider the above passage as an original 
statement of the Byzantine Tobias ben Moses and accept its contents 
at face value, there is no indication as to the number of the Byzantine 
converts won over to the Karaite cause. Nor is any clue given here as to 
whether the converts from orthodoxy to Karaism in any way outnum- 


'»ki ...pnDnra Rxa> Rto /pn ton 'brb ...pai ...nnR mnRtr pa [tonnn-] p*mn nai ...i^ 
tnn...i’to» ’JR dbr; and many similar passages througout the book. 

25 Cf. Ofar Nehmad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 96a; reproduced by P. F. Frank], “Ober 
Ben-Koreisch,” MGWJ, XXX (1881), 471: pma b’bditi im ibr ami jn toip ursb baa 
hr imam jnnp vm am mum D»mi> iB’Snn ’a ,ouain ma D’pmna i*m imsn ni>R p>nsni> 
nntom nrno wmi nnrnn^ latau iaw» dji I’RBpn ma ppmron iiBnm irt pp’isa di’ri D’mn 
pan ns oniR Bum’ d:»ri 'ma ia ipr mamm. 

The text continues in the MS as following: pro aim na pan as mi’ nm ii> »a 
aniR rn rami bm m ba 'brb masnnn jn nnton .upb. This sentence was taken 
over almost verbatim from Salman ben Yeruljam, Book of the Wars of the Lord , 113: 
imiR inn ii’^s ipnp*i irfcpo> Rtoi na: »aa isnw’ dr mao ibr nSwi masnnn Stu. In accord 
with Salman’s nas »sa, I translated Tobias’ expression pRn ns as “non-Jewish in¬ 
habitants of the land.” My earlier translation in PAAJR, XXIV (1955), 17, has to be 
corrected in this vein. Cf. also above, 241, note 78. 

26 The expression haggadoth, which appears twice in this excerpt, misled me at 
first into inferring that the Karaites concentrated their attacks especially on the 
anthropomorphic Aggadoth in Rabbinical literature. These were so popular with 
Byzantine homilists and their audiences that conversion to Karaism through persua¬ 
sion on this point seemed quite rightfully a signal achievement. Cf. my “Some Aspects 
of Karaite-Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium,” PAAJR* XXIV (1955), 17 f. 

The study of the full MS of Ofar Neftniad made me realize that, in the broader 
context, haggadah means simply “presentation” or “account’ ’ = relatio). While 

the conclusion reached in the above article is corroborated by other evidence, and 
consequently remains unchanged (see, for instance, below, 264 f.), the supporting 
evidence from the text just quoted will have to be dropped. My remarks have been 
corrected accordingly in PAAJR, XXV (1956), 181, note 4. 
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bered those Karaites who, as may be surmised, drifted into the Rabbanite 
camp by force of parallel circumstances. 

ATTACK AND COUNTERATTACK 

Whether or not the “secrets of the Talmud” were as unknown in non- 
Jewish circles as asserted by the Karaites, they were, at all events* 
an open book to the Karaite scholar. A Tobias or other prominent 
members of his school, and even more so their successors, did not need 
the agency of converts from Rabbinism in order to gain a glimpse of 
Rabbinic teachings. They were talmudic scholars in their own right. 27 

Thus, we should not commit the error of thinking that the Byzantine 
Karaites contented themselves merely with peaceful penetration, pious 
example and emotional appeals to the simple folk. Where these failed 
or proved insufficient, or where the intellectual make-up of the audience 
demanded a different approach, they were ready to enter the lists with 
powerful polemics. Indeed, at the very time when Tobias was engaged in 
adjusting his brethren to conditions created or mastered by theRabbanites 
in Byzantium and was quite consciously borrowing from their literature, 
he was also attacking Rabbinic doctrine with a disciplined and merciless 
logic which does impress us even today. Some of the most overpowering 
arguments against Saadyah Gaon and his successors ever to appear in 
Karaite literature can be found in Tobias’ Osar Nefrmad . 28 

The polemical compositions of Byzantine Karaites are, of course, 
an important and fairly faithful guide to the determined effort by local 
Karaism of making its platform known to ever wider circles of Rabbanite 
listeners and readers. 29 Nevertheless, they can hardly be relied upon as 

27 Cf. our comments and quotations on the subject, above, 241-45. 

28 These arguments have briefly been summarized by PoznaAski in the separate 
section of Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah Gaon which he devoted to Tobias 
(61 ff., §27). The following is a typical example of Tobias’ logical prosecution of a 
subject. Discussing the amount of oil to be used with meat-offering (Lev. 2:1), and 
controverting Saadyah’s position on the matter, he concludes (Bodleian MS No. 
290, 9a): ia 'aw a«rra /»:ain n’p’i>na nasio k!> 3 !>aiia yispw rum nmn ow n»n» Bin 

DKi a«m aia run: am .ibis iai run: rum bw pa cm .onauu ’ion id> mmn nana 
« n9«w Tan nna pm arman ii>ua inup a«n>. 

Tobias’ discussion of melikah (i.e., the operation performed by the priest on a 
sacrificial bird) and of aiyah (= the fat-tail) and the consumption thereof are un¬ 
doubtedly the most extensive polemical treatments of the subjects ever produced by 
a Karaite writer. See the references further in this chapter (esp. note 105). 

29 Unfortunately, these works, such as Tobias’ Osar Netimad or the Exodus~Levitieus 
Anonymous quoted in the preceding chapter, remain to this day unpublished. A cri¬ 
tical edition of these writings is a primary need of Karaitic research. The publication, 
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indicators of the actual extent of Karaite success. For the latter purpose 
Rabbanite apologias and polemics must be consulted. Indeed, the local 
Rabbanite answer to Karaite polemics is, in some respects, even more 
relevant to our story than the Karaite creations. This is so not only 
because of its general significance, inasmuch as by its very existence 
it shows that, with the passing of years, Karaism has become a factor 
to be reckoned with in Byzantine Jewry. It is especially relevant because 
of its specificness', the points brought up by Rabbanite apologists and 
the intensity of such Rabbanite rebuttals offer distinctive clues to the 
areas in which sectarian encroachments spelled real danger to the 
normative cause and necessitated swift mending of Rabbanite fences. 
Thus, Byzantine Rabbanite apologetics and polemics against Karaism 
serve as a fairly sensitive meter by which to gauge the depth of Karaite 
invasion into different domains of Rabbinic life on Byzantine soil. 

Indeed, toward the end of the eleventh century, the Rabbanite leader 
of Byzantine Jewry, Tobias ben Eliezer of Castoria and Thessalonica 
(not to be confused with his older Karaite contemporary, Tobias ben 
Moses of Constantinople!), could no longer ignore the influence of his 
sectarian neighbors. 30 The polemical passages and allusions, directed 
by Tobias ben Eliezer against the Karaites, constitute therefore an 
important historical testimony concerning the growth of Karaite strength 
and activity in eleventh-century Byzantium. 


TOBIAS BEN ELIEZER 

The Rabbanite leader addressed himself to his flock through a medium 
which he knew was best suited for the reading public he had in mind 

say, of Ofar Nehmad would not only enhance the task of the historian of Karaism, 
but would also contribute to our knowledge of certain opposing schools of exegesis 
within the Karaite camp, a problem which has not even been touched upon by scholars. 
Thus, as already noted, the extant book of Tobias is built on a parallel exposition of 
the views of David ben Bo‘az and of Yefeth ben ‘ Ali on the first ten chapters of Leviticus. 
While parts of Yefeth’s Arabic commentaries have been recovered, no original texts 
of David’s works have as yet come to light. 

30 Cf. on him S. Buber’s Introduction to an edition of Tobias’ Leljtah fob on Genesis- 
Exodus (Vilna, 1880); L. Zunz, Had-Derashoth be-Yisrael, edited by Albeck (2nd ed.), 
145 f., 441 ff. The various editions of Lekah Tob (except for the earliest printings) 
as well as additional bibliography and points of interest are listed in Starr’s Jews 
in the Byz. Empire , 216 f., 252. A great deal of, but by no means all, the pertinent 
anti-Karaite material from the Pentateuch part of the Commentary has been assembled 
by Buber in his Introduction, 34 f. [17b f.]. 

In the succeeding notes reference will be made to Buber’s aforementioned edition 
of Genesis-Exodus; A. M. Padwa’s edition of Leviticus-Numbers-Deuteronomy 
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and for the listening audience he used to preach to in the synagogue. 
His Lefcah Tob on the Pentateuch and the Five Scrolls is a midrashic 
commentary of the typically Byzantine brand. So far as it is known, 
Tobias composed no special tract against the Karaites nor any specific 
work that could be properly classified as polemical. But, whenever 
warranted by the content of the weekly biblical portion he was expound¬ 
ing, the homilist would seize the opportunity of deprecating the Karaite 
practice associated with the scriptural passage, or deriding the Karaite 
way of explaining the text. 

Characteristically, the objective and method of the Rabbanite leader’s 
exhortations did not essentially differ from those of his counterpart in 
the opposite camp. Incessantly he warned his coreligionists against the 
tendency of overlooking the differences between the two factions in Jewry, 
and he never tired of stressing the major practical points of Rabbanite- 
Karaite divergence. Similar action was taken, we recall, by Tobias’ 
Karaite contemporary, the anonymous exegete, quoted at length in the 
preceding chapter.The latter, too, seemed disturbed lest the difference 
between Karaism and the mode of life of the Rabbanite majority be 
lost sight of in the course of the ever closer interdenominational rap¬ 
prochement, and cautioned his flock against the pitfalls of such a trend. 
The fact that the leadership on either side, though serving opposing 
interests, was in much the same way alarmed by the situation and took 
almost parallel steps in calling the attention of the rank and file of their 
respective communities to the seriousness of Karaite-Rabbanite differ¬ 
ences, is not devoid of significance. It points to the extent of mutual 
Karaite-Rabbanite borrowing on the practical, day-to-day level, stressed 
all along in our presentation. 

To be sure, Tobias ben Eliezer does not specifically name a single 
Karaite scholar, nor does he clearly quote by title a single Karaite 
composition in the numerous references to Karaite views which he 
introduced into his works. Only in two instances does he directly address 
his opponents as “Karaites ,” 32 and only once does he unwittingly admit 

(Vilna, 1880; Starr’s lists have to be corrected accordingly!); and, for the passages 
from Lekafi Job on the Canticles, to both A. W. Greenup’s edition of the full text 
(London, 1909) and A. Jellinek’s compilation of excerpts, appended to his Commentar 
zu Kohelet und dem Hohen Liede von R. Samuel ben Meir (Leipzig, 1853), App. II, 67 f. 
It goes without saying that a critical evaluation of Tobias’ statements or the tracing 
of his sources are entirely beyond the scope of the present study. 

3 > Cf. above, 245 ff. 

32 Cf. Lekab Job on Deuteronomy, 70 [35b]:—nan® B'mpn wn nwo siM, and the 
quotation in the next note. 
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familiarity with a Karaite commentary . 33 Otherwise, he nonchalantly 
sneers at “the fools” and at “those who are in error,” or, even more 
frequently, simply fights opinions or ideas without introducing a tangible 
opponent. 

Nevertheless, though using well-known clichds of Rabbanite-Karaite 
discussion, Tobias ben Eliezer’s Lekah Tob is more important for the 
tracing of social relations between the two factions of Jewry in Byzantium 
than a more original or profound treatise could ever be. Being a midrash, 
i.e., a homiletical commentary, it is more than any other genre of Rab¬ 
binical writing indicative of ideas and arguments that were fed into 
the rank and file of Byzantine Jewry by popular preachers on Sabbaths 
and festivals. True, if strict terms of chronology are to be applied, the 
Commentary belongs to the very last years of the period covered by our 
discussion. It was composed, according to Tobias’ own testimony, 
during the First Crusade or a few years thereafter . 34 The replies and 
refutations it elicited from Karaite polemicists were inevitably of a 
much later date; they belong to the twelfth-century story of Karaite- 
Rabbanite relations . 35 

Notwithstanding that, Tobias ben Eliezer surely expressed and 
summarized in his Commentary the anti-Karaite arguments and feelings 
which were voiced by Rabbinic authorities in Byzantium many years 
before the Crusade and which the local Karaite leadership had to cope 
with and refute from the very beginning. Hence, the information it 
yields is relevant to our reconstruction of the Karaite story in Byzantium 

33 Ibid., 77 [39a]: ina ai& n 5> orna .. .pulp bv ininm. Cf. also Starr, Jews in the 
Byz. Empire, 216 f., and above, 76, note 46. 

34 Cf. Lekah Tob on Exodus, 26 f. [10b f.]: sa®i B’®nm nuns nan®i b’s^k n»a"iK na®ai 

*nm»V n®» ta’j® rut? rims? ,’a® rna ]amV iwm b’ibui na» sin® [ 1096-97 - rupiah 

-usr>Vn wan V® ua w’aio ’as (for variant readings cf. Buber ad loc.) ’isoa vna’a 
k^k ’i5>n lain nnt’pn J>a lVai ansi tisb cbri i’ nVrs ’a la’mVa ins bs ’aV nanRi laviVs 
nai®na, Cf. further, on Leviticus, 123 [62a]: p»*>» ’Blip ibs® n®sn piar nvnb ania ’iri 
Vb -irk ®’Ka wn®ai nwia® an o-nsa -ms ova nn’maai an’aai on’®a nsi onss men® ssias bnp 
maa®a n®-iV niVsV pan ’a®v t’ iana®a b(hb n«ial> ranm na®a 5>rr®’ viVk n® rrnp 
p’i>B. Likewise, on Canticles, ed. Greenup, 15; Jellinek, Commentar zu Kohelet und 
dem Hohen Liede, 67 f.: na®R ni^npa la’is’a n®sa® in a. ..(a 'R ®-n®) "pans m»i>B ]a bv 
bv ion®ai mVnpa tarn’ [idbbi rs-a] inV®i ’asn pR bv mi>»V iw ’aa t> iana®a rann na®a 
B®n n»np>. See also, in general, Buber’s Introd., 23 IT. [12a IT.], esp. No. 4. 

33 E.g., Yehi Me'droth, a fragment of which was published by Pinsker, Likk&fe, 
App. XI, 94 ff. Cf. the very beginning of the excerpt: npb -isoa »am ’in ’rrsb inn 
[□’San =] paia’i bv am. The work, thought by Pinsker to be a composition by 
the eleventh-century Karaite, Tobias ben Moses, was proven to be a Vorarbeit of 
Yehudah HadassI, preliminary to his magnum opus, Eshkol hak-Kofer (commenced 
in 1148). Cf. above, 30, note 8, and 51 f., note 66. 
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all through the eleventh century. It is indeed, indispensable for the 
understanding of the relations between the two branches of Byzantine 
Jewry ever since Karaism became a permanent feature in the communal 
landscape of Judaism on the banks of the Bosporus. 

IN DEFENSE OF THE AGGADAH 

The task Tobias ben Eliezer had taken upon himself was not easy. 
The very midrashic character itself of his commentary lay his exposition 
of the Scriptures open to immediate Karaite attack. The anthropomor¬ 
phic Aggadoth of the Talmud and the Midrashim, abundantly quoted 
by the author, were from the very outset made the object of ridicule and 
contempt by Karaite scholars and polemicists . 36 Having realized the 
homiletical trend of the local Rabbanite literature, the Karaite leaders, 
in Byzantium more than anywhere else, must have concentrated their 
attacks on the homilies in vogue among their Rabbanite neighbors. 

As is easily visible from his line of defense, the Rabbanite apologist 
was keenly aware of his exposed position. Hence, whether for the mere 
sake of expediency or as result of sincere, possibly subconscious, absorp¬ 
tion of the spirit of Karaite philosophy on the subject, he actually bor¬ 
rowed the Karaite method (itself indebted to the Talmud) of allegorizing 
the anthropomorphic portraits of the Deity that are to be found in the 
Five Books of Moses and in the Prophetic Writings, and applied it to 
the Aggadah. 

Unlike his opponents, however, Tobias did not repudiate the midrashic 
presentations because of their anthropomorphic imagery. Rather, in 
an implied challenge to the Karaite view, he compared them to the 
anthropomorphic images in the Bible itself and found them no more 
objectionable than several scriptural metaphors against which no Karaite 
would dare raise his voice . 37 


36 See above, 240 f., and note 77 there. Cf. also Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 49 
f., 57, and passim. 

37 Cf. Lekah fob on Deuteronomy, 14 f. [7b f.]: 'Yi miovm i>s dw nian» 5>tn 
nima >a ina!> avnai oio ’3 naana nBsaa ibo isoa nan upr Nays n nai 5>»i l>Nsn«n 
jj\>isa lai bib nanpa nS>i anp nan bib [n«’saa :W] nN»xaa nVi nxa ,nan l>an nman 
na« ibn D’N’aw bv nai^ i>ia’ ’ai .rpo pH is nunnN an .rpion pH is paip .ipn ps is pBtn 
m vrn'o) ts nna ibni ,(i n'J bb) anp invna wimp lttxana w nN ibyi ,(« 'i ">vv') 'n m nmtn 
,(t a"’ '’av) ’trs: mm’ ns »nni ,(a> oi) w u»s ,0 i*» 'nar) Ninn ava i’i>n nasi ,(«’ 
(po ni>Na nxioi. 

For merkabah and the Hekhaloth Books, cf. G. Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish 
Mysticism, 40 ff. On Sefer hay- Yashar see To'amZekenim, 65b, and 0$ar hag-Ge’onim 
(ed. Lewin), IV, on Hagigah, 20 (in a responsum by Hai Gaon); Gaster, Studies and 
Texts, III, 69; Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 90. On the Byzantine Rabbanite students of 
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For 

the Torah employed the language of men, and similarly did the Prophets, following 
the Torah, and the Hagiographa, following the Prophets, and the Sages, following 
them. The same method was common to them all. 38 

Thus, the role of tradition, according to Tobias ben Eliezer, was not 
limited to the preservation of scriptural ideas and values in the abstract; 
tradition also perpetuated biblical forms and figures of speech. Viewed 
in this perspective, the Midrashim are not a mere by-product of the 
traditional lore. Neither are they inferior to the great halakhic creations 
of the talmudic sages, as certain Rabbanite lawmakers would prefer to 
present them when at pains to explain them to non-Rabbanites or to 
make them accord with their own rationalistic philosophy. The Midra¬ 
shim are full-fledged links in the Chain of Tradition, and “they all are 
true and correct to him who has the understanding .” 39 

SABBATH CANDLES 

In view of the special significance attached in Byzantium to the midrashic 
exposition of Scripture, the defense of the anthropomorphic Aggadoth 
and of their legitimate standing in Jewish lore—a basically academic 
problem—occupied an important place in Tobias ben Eliezer’s apologia 
of Rabbinism. Otherwise, as already stressed above, Tobias seemed to 
devote little attention to the numerous instances of purely scholastic 
dissent which filled the pages of any contemporaneous Karaite book 
of biblical exegesis known to him. Instead, he scored especially the 
cases of socially manifest divergences of practice. 

One of the most crucial and visible points of Rabbanite-Karaite 
divergence was the Rabbanite practice of lighting Sabbath candles—a 
practice which the Karaites did not observe until the fifteenth century 
and whose validity they vehemently challenged in the period under 
discussion and in earlier ages. Tobias ben Eliezer defended the Rabbanite 
position both from a juridical and a practical point of view. 

In the first place, the lighting of Sabbath candles was definitely con- 


this book and of the secret discipline of the merkabah (msinn noai o’^’sws iw’n isos 
mbanoa), see Megillath Ahima'af, ed. Klar, 13; cf. Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 
70 and 114 f.. No. 49. Of the Karaite polemicists, al-KumisI was probably the first 
to criticize specifically the Rabbanite use of Sejer hay-Yashar. See the references 
above, 240, note 77. 

38 Lefrafr J6b on Deuteronomy, 15a [8a] (continuing the passage quoted in the 
previous note): .D'R’aan ’-ins D'ainam .nnhn nn« D'R’aan pi. out ’is pittSs min man s^K 
naia na»ai Dn^> ms in 5>an .Dnnnn o’nam. 

39 Ibid, (continued): -jaab ta mawm Dvn nsrpi nais sin pi ,i>3tp tn» "|nsi naia na’ai 
(u(> 'at) D»nl»«n sin 'n ’3. 
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sistent with scriptural law. Repeating well-known Rabbinic arguments, 
Tobias reminded his audience that 

all that the Torah has forbidden on a Sabbath is the intentional performance of work. 
Thence we may confidently deduce that he who lights a fire on Friday and leaves it 
burning during the Sabbath is not [in the understanding of the Law] making a fire 
bum on the Sabbath, since it has been lit the day before. In fact, this man acts in a 
way resembling the case of he who waters the field, leaving the irrigation canal open 
on Friday; the plants absorb the water on the Sabbath .... All this comes to prove 
that the prohibition of fire on the Sabbath refers only to the actual lighting of it on 
that very day. However, if the act of lighting was performed the day before, [its con¬ 
tinued existence on the Sabbath] is not forbidden. 40 

To be sure, the Karaite concept of the prohibition of fire on the 
Sabbath 41 has also gradually drawn closer to that of the Rabbanites, 
although not until some four centuries later did it bring about tangible 
changes of practice. Thus, already the eleventh-century Palestinian 
masters, notably Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah, gave a new formulation to 
the nature of the transgression inherent in leaving a fire burning on the 
Lord’s day. 

The Karaite sages [summarizes Elijah Bashyachi in the fifteenth century] are divided 
into two great schools. The early lawmakers, such as ‘Anan and those who followed 
him as late as the generation of Yeshu'ah, used to say that the prohibition of having 
a fire bum [on the Sabbath] is derived from the scriptural injunction (Ex. 35:3), 
“Ye shall kindle no fire [throughout your habitations upon the Sabbath day]." Where¬ 
fore they concluded that as long as the fire is left burning on the Sabbath we, as it 
were, are [incessantly in the state of] breaking an explicit prohibition; hence, it is 
incumbent on us to extinguish the fire on the Sabbath, the moment we find it burning. 

The other school [continues Bashyachi] is that of our master Yeshu'ah and his 
followers. They derived the prohibition of making a fire [on the Sabbath day] from the 
biblical verse (Ex. 20:10), “Thou shalt not do any manner of work [on the Sabbath]—” 
Wherefore the aforementioned scholar declared that if the fire is found burning on 
the Sabbath, we are not permitted to extinguish it [on that day]. This obtains, because 


40 Cf. Lekali Tob on Exodus, 211 [106a]: am? u-inV ,nn®nn naxVn rVr min moa rV: 
np®»® mV nan mm ,V»nm inuran® ,na®a T>san nr pa na®a pVn mm na® aura 'I’tran 
■jV hrv rVi mm rV nw nmi mai .na®n dp Va pm® m®-i®m na® aura man na nron m®n nit 
k^k urn nua mana® nipra Vai ,na®n ova nnm mn® mm .ftana aina® pna ,®r iV nans’ rVi ,®r 
o*pn ®mV nmta p®mn ®nrm ova (a ra ra®) nmm ,na®n mra na®n m*a (n ra rapp) ova la 
nmoit nant ViBnan nnpan dk VaR opa lab rVr nunn mens rV® yinW ;pa ksto pi >p®n rot. 

This last point, however, required some qualification in a different context. Cf; 
Lekaff Tob on Genesis, 17 [9a]: oi’a ’a ,’ma®n dp mo .(a 'a 'na) »ma®n dip dpiVr Va»i 
Dpa ia ®u .dmw la mm (r b-’ ra®) urn nana iRa nm Dim laa ia*»a la sra®ai ana ara®a 
aia ou amp mm (to a-” ra®) daman ur® mrawn p®Rnn ai’a ir iaa ,nnn mn®. Tobias 
hastens to assure the reader that this does not affect the problem of Sabbath candles 
whatsoever: aua oa’nia®i» Vaa ®r m»an rV iaa ,opa la ’rria man ova naai® aipra Va VaR 
mss a ra ia mm (s n-V ra®) na®n. 

41 For a comprehensive discussion of the Karaite legislation concerning the Sabbath 
consult Hadassi, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 54a if., Alphabets 144 ff. 



SABBATH CANDLES 


267 


as long as we leave the fire burning we “do work” in the figurative way merely, 
whereas the extinguishing of fire entails “doing work” in its literal legal meaning. 

Truly [adds the fifteenth-century codifier in Constantinople], one ought to be 
aware of the difference, nay, the contrast, between these two schools. 42 

It was, indeed, this first breach in the wall of Karaite conservatism by 
the Palestinian mentors of early Byzantine Karaism that paved the 
road for the great innovations which were forced through by Karaite 
legislators in Byzantium and Turkey in the fifteenth century . 43 For all 
practical purposes, however, the difference between the cheerful illumi¬ 
nation of Rabbanite homes and the gloomy darkness into which the 
neighboring Karaite dwellings were plunged every Friday night remained 
in the eleventh century as pronounced as before and continued to serve 
as a theme for ever-recurring polemics. 

JOY OR MOURNING 

In addition to the standard juridical point, Tobias ben Eliezer stressed 
also the practical advantages of a candle-lit home on Sabbath’s eve—what 
with the eventual necessity of kindling a fire when the Sabbath proper is 
on, in case sudden illness strikes an unlit home, or what with flies and 
vermin infesting food consumed in darkness . 44 The solution of serving 
the Sabbath meal earlier in the day (i.e., on Friday afternoon) is at all 
events unacceptable, since no holiness can be attached to the afternoon 
of the sixth day in the week. Would not the main motive be missing if 
the festive dinner honoring the Sabbath be held on what to all intents 
and purposes is a regular weekday? Friday would then resemble the eve 
of a fast-day, when the repast is taken before dark also, rather than the 
eve of a day of rest and joy . 45 

42 Cf. Addereth Eliyyahu, 50 b-c (it being the final classification of the different 
schools, expounded in Section Shabbath, Ch. XVIl): .m5vn rmin »nff5 ip5na antipn ’nan 
np5wn mows a'-inix vn nsw’ nun -in is i’-irm onwaam im a anna a’jwxm am nmci 
nmx naaip ain nr 5m ix5a anars ux i5xa napa np5n pxnv ns 5a®> i-iuri visan x5 -ibxbb xyi 
mxnn iipbirm nan npxw inn* a’amaam nsw» ia»a-i ton® nurni minm .np5n naxsBipa nara 
ax® ’inn nmaa5 ia5 maxnapa np^rnn mn xsbj bmp naran aaitn nntn ...b3r5b 5a npsn k 5 
nsn5 -|’iyi jiaxa nax5a nvw xnpi nmx naai am -osa vs nax5a nws xnpi np5-na man 
nvnn ’n®n n5x I’a w Tuam B-»nn. 

43 Cf. above, 251, note 104. See also earlier, 235, and notes 60-62 there. 

44 Cf. Lelcah Job on Exodus, 106 [53b]: *a ,ini’ -|ema u x5a nwa® ’5*5a p5anw ’ai 
vam i’rvtior nai dip ir 5axsa aiar 5aa> wap msi ,dpbj »w5 p5aitt px. Another variation 
on a similar theme is given later in the same Commentary, 211 [106a]: msa anaut D’aam 
■mn ,n*n5i n5in5 u i5 naisinp pa ,i’ia 5i5*n »n*5 ant tc’ x5*n waa bi5p >idb p’5an5 
nm n’R mspa pp i5’ski -|pna 5am x5® aim. Cf. Buber’s note 16 ad loc. 

45 Lekah Jdb on Exodus, 211 [106a]: vinp nawi naa nr px bt> -nsan 5ax* nniu am 
awi Pipna x5. And earlier, 106 [53b]: napa usnnr ,maa napa *n np5m 5'n vibx -|3’d5 
bp npao p5aixp mas masna 13 pm xm nn ,ar>n pnp&p amp m* msaa 5ax* axi nnpaai 5axaa 
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Tobias’ stress on the “joy of the Sabbath,” while based (as all other of 
his arguments) on talmudic sources, was not merely a conventional 
repetition of the familiar, centuries-old Rabbinic pronouncements; 
it was directed specifically against his Karaite contemporaries on Byzan¬ 
tine soil. The sectarian pietists of Byzantium, following the mode of life 
of the Palestinian “Mourners of Zion,” rejected the Rabbanite concept of 
‘oneg shabbath (— Sabbath’s delight) as incongruous with the state of 
national mourning which the Exile imposes on the Jew. They allowed, 
of course, that more than average comfort was permissible on the Sabbath 
by law , 46 and that no “private” mourning, such as that occasioned by 
a bad dream or sudden disaster or by the death of one’s relative, was to 
be observed on that day . 47 But they argued that true piety demanded 
self-imposed denial of the legally permitted Sabbath pleasures. Only 
by converting, of one’s own volition and zeal, the Sabbaths and the 
festivals into days of fasts and sadness, one truly invested exilic (i.e., 
national) mourning with its deepest and most intense meaning . 48 It 
remained only to invoke history in support of such procedure 49 and to 
taunt the Rabbanites for having proscribed the reading of Jfinoth, or 
Lamentations, on Sabbaths and holidays . 50 

But there was also a point of principle involved in the Karaite-Rabba- 
nite controversy over Sabbath candles, and Tobias ben Eliezer had to 
be on guard in order to answer Karaite objections on that score. As is 

'n ma h9 ,ua on Inn nwn «9k rav M»n nr I’m. See Buber’s note 50 ad loc. for a variant 
reading in the Treatise Shabbath of the Babylonian Talmud, fol. 25b, whence the 
passage quoted here was taken. 

46 Cf. HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 56c-d, Alphabet 149: [napa=] u9 min tyun mm 
pip d~bn nun mt’-ipi n9on -nan na’P’i mmsi epin -pin ms ms’ slip nmun mnpi ninas paa 
i:9 mmia mas5na D’59aa. 

47 Ibid., 56d, Alphabet 150: '’in 'nan '’9am mai9n /mis -|Pip mm nisnn ms cm’ k9p 
-|’ i5’i '’Vmi '99 ibi 'mu ninmi -|9 'unpin nnsi. 

48 Ibid.: vnn’ 9i9m ins mien vnm lPipa ninnm rnaa 9i9n bit 9a«nn9i 'ironn9i ma9 5as 
awn 9oa’ »aasn inn nnaa 'ninm omapm lmsi in9np no’stn. 

49 Ibid. : npnnai -iPSHBanwa iasp [nn5n 9s Son naa®=] mm'® ban '’■porn mpsi ’anna 
mm p ,ni’ D’siap np9p osi 9a«nip 9 k’jii -|’in >n>a [pmsn pm9=] '«n 'n9 -ipb uppi -ipb 
ansa 9aa9 I’Vb. 

Also the Byzantine Jacob ben Reuben reported that “many of us observe [in Byzan¬ 
tium] the Fast of Daniel from the thirteenth to the twenty-fourth of NIsan,” which 
obviously included the intervening Sabbaths and Passover. Cf. the hitherto unpublished 
Leviticus section of his Sefer ha-Osher, MS Leiden Warner No. 8, 56a (on Lev. 23:27): 
a'm 9tt’3i bis mis’ nan man pipnn nmnp m’ 9a 'in maisn i:’9si . ..[namlpoi ns on’ivi 
13 ib lO’l pm9. Cf. also Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, V, 244 f. 

50 Cf. the anti-Rabbanite complaint of Tobias ben Moses in the as yet unpublished 
Q$ar Nehmad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 27b: ...p'/pmos’ k9 'pr nai -nona napn on 
mi .n9-n ma jam 9 b napa mi’p l-iam k9p [o’:am=l viorp 'aa(i). 
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well known, the mishnaic sages have preserved a rather detailed discussion 
regarding the lighting of candles on Sabbath eve. This discussion, 
incorporated later into the Rabbanite Order of Prayer, reveals a wide 
divergence of opinion among the Rabbinic authorities with reference 
to certain practical matters associated with the problem. Sectarian 
propaganda was quick to exploit these intra-Rabbanite differences not 
only in support of the Karaites’ own repudiation of the Rabbinic custom 
of lighting candles on Friday night but also as alleged proof of the 
general unreliability of talmudic tradition. For, argued the Karaites, if the 
Rabbanite assertion that the practice of Sabbath candles dated back 
to the time of Moses were true, how could this Mosaic tradition have 
been questioned by some Rabbanite scholars, as evidenced by the 
mishnaic discussion? 

Tobias ben Eliezer categorically rejects the Karaite accusation. Much 
like the later Ibn Daud in Spain, he hails the unanimity displayed by 
Rabbinic scholars all through the ages with regard to the principle of 
lighting candles on the eve of the Sabbath and minimizes the differences 
among them as pertaining only to details of observance . 51 

Truly, all that the sages of all generations differed about was “What do we light 
with" and “What don’t we light with." However, there was no difference among 
them whatsoever regarding the lighting itself: [they all agreed] that it is correct to 
light [Sabbath candles]; which goes to prove that there was a tradition in Israel 
from the days of Moses to light candles [in honor of the Sabbath]. 52 


UPHOLDING THE CALENDAR 

The calendary system provided another focal point of Rabbanite- 
Karaite dissension. Calendar conflicts in Byzantium will be discussed 
fully in the next chapter of this study. Nevertheless, it is relevant 
to pause briefly at this point, when discussing Tobias’ anti-Karaite pole¬ 
mics, and consider his personal role in defending the Rabbanite precal¬ 
culated calendar in the Empire. The Karaites consistently pressed for 
the actual observation of the New Moon and for up-to-date reports of 

51 Cf. Ibn Daud’s Seder hak-Kabbalah, in Medieval Jewish Chronicles, I, 47: a (’»('') 
na S>yi ,aV ia nara u pp’Snn oa ipS^a a S’ naia aaro jpnn^ma a S’a man ip>’sa S^n vSma 
pp’Snn pa nnai pp’Snn nna rtpS>m. See my comments below, beginning of Chapter VIII. 

52 Cf. Lefab fob on Exodus, 211 [106a]: nnai pp’Snn nna a!>a ipS>ni aS> nvmn naan S>ai 
iwn ’nan S>aiP’S> nmn n(>ap© Tin(>S> ;S>(>a ipS>na ai> p’Snn!> >iana nns» nnsana baa pp’Snn pa 
un p’Snni’ 13’an. And earlier in the same Commentary, 106 [53b]: iwn S>a-ir' »nan S>ai 
pp’Snn pa nnai pp»S>nn nna aS>a ipS>m ai> ,nara u p’SnnS> nr naia. 

Cf. further B.M. Lewin, “On the History of Sabbath Candles,” Essays and Studies 
in Memory of Linda R. Miller, Hebrew Section, 55 ff., 59, 62. 
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the state of new crops ( abib ) in Palestine as the only admissible evidence 
for determining Rosh-Hodesh and the leap-year, respectively. Accord¬ 
ingly, they often celebrated the festivals on dates other than their 
Rabbanite neighbors. 

Tobias ben Eliezer based his refutation of the Karaite position on 
very ancient tradition, on a differentiation between the physical situation 
of the Jewish people in ancient Palestine and in the Diaspora, and on 
the dictates of Jewish unity. 

Commenting on the Karaite demand of lunar observation, Tobias 
declared: 

So long as the Jews were settled on their land, they used to sanctify the month on 
the basis of [actual] observation by witnesses. But since the time they are in Exile, 
there is no permanent [authoritative] court to investigate and examine [the matter]. 
And in order that Jews should not observe the same holiday on different days, the 
father today, the son tomorrow, and his brother the day after, they based themselves 
on the rules of the intercalation formula the way it was calculated from Adam to Noah, 
Noah transmitting it to Shem, and Shem to our father Jacob, and Jacob to Kehath, 
and Kehath to Amram [the father of Moses]. And unto this very day it has been trans¬ 
mitted to the Sages of Israel, so that they may sanctify the month accordingly.... 

Likewise, since Scripture has stated, “For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be 
afflicted on that same day’’ (Lev. 23:29), this commandment was given to all Israel 
that they should fast and deny themselves on the same day, equally, and not one 
today and one tomorrow. And by now, Jewry is scattered in lands where the moon is 
not seen in the way it was seen in the Land of Israel. Yet, the Torah had stated, "Ye 
shall have one law” (Num. 15:29), and not a variety of observances. 53 

On one point both Rabbanites and Karaites agreed: some means 
must be found to relate the Jewish (lunar) calendar to the solar year, 
“lest you find the Passover Festival rotating through all the months of 
the year, as with the Ishmaelites” (i.e., as the Muslim Ramadhdn moves 
through various seasons ). 54 The vital issue which divided Rabbanite 

53 Cf. Lejcah Job on Exodus, 54 f. [27b f,]: ptmpa to nnatR pm® Sun®’ to® jaiai 
o’D’ 'a p®w San®’ to’ rS® nai ®innSi mpnS map pi ms px iSi®si nnsn n«tn ’'bb ®nm br 
pa®nn to® nia’Bii no nupn Sb Sxn®’ mas ,mnaS tori nna jam bto sxn ,nm nr m’®a mam 
moa rw ntn bto ibi ,BnasS nnpi ,nnpS u’sr apsm ,u’sr apv’S n®i ,d®S non mi m nsi birb 
ossa mwn iS n®R ®bjb Ss ’a (ua i-a np’i) awan iax® p’si. ..B’®nn ia ®npS Sun®’ ’asnS 
bto nr rSi ,ni®a nnR ova O’lBnai iBms iVx] o’ais m\nS nRm nisan ms Sri®’ SaS ,nm bto 
nmi Sri®’ pRa n’Rm nm® yina n’RU maSn pR® msiRa b’xibj Sri®’ nasi .maS nn 
mm piS’n RS ,bsS mnn nnR min (os to 'anas) maR. 

Although the editor remarked that the whole passage belongs to the pen of Tobias 
(n’®DJia man nan Bn; cf. note 66 ad loc.}, Tobias has undoubtedly paraphrased some 
older texts, adding here and there points of particular importance to his own time. 
For his sources in attributing biblical origin to the precalculated calendar, going 
even beyond the famous claims of Saadyah Gaon that stirred an uproar among the 
Karaites and caused embarrassment to Rabbanite leaders, see M. Kasher, Tdrah 
Shelemah, XIII, 5a ff. 

54 Cf. Lekah Job on Leviticus, 124 [62b]: a’Sitn Sb n:®n hr pnaBB pan’D 'J Sb pan nn 
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and Karaite leaders was the means by which such intercalation should 
be obtained. Whereas in the opinion of the Rabbanites the precalculated 
nineteen-year cycle (mahazor) was the only means of assuring regularity 
of the calendar in the Diaspora, the Karaites of the generations prior 
to the Crusades continued to insist on observing the old method. In 
their opinion, the annual search for the early ripened barley in Palestine 
( abib ), and not calculation, was the proper safeguard against the pitfalls 
which the Muslim calendar failed to avoid. 

THE PASSOVER INCIDENT 

It is in this connection, indeed, that we hear, for the first time in Byzan¬ 
tium, of Rabbanites taking that twilight position reported above for 
other regions (as well as for later Byzantine periods) in following the 
Karaites on matters of calendation. For, while the leadership on each 
side remained adamant in its conception, there were some Rabbanites 
among the ordinary folk who must have felt uneasy about the practical 
implications of that controversy, lest they pursue the wrong course. 
Consequently, they would try to play it safe by observing both the Rab- 
banite and the Karaite dates of the festivals. 

Now, we remember, our evidence to this effect with regard to Palestine 
came from the tenth-century Sahl ben Ma§Jiah who, being a Karaite, is 
perhaps suspect of exaggeration . 55 Not so in Byzantium: here we are in 
a position to summon a most reliable witness, a Rabbanite, and base 
our assertion on his clear-cut admission. This witness is none other but 
the aforequoted protagonist and leader of Byzantine Rabbinism, Tobias 

I’nass Vas ... iV’kti nrro Vs rVi a'ann Vs rV 1 ’iasn t’r i®asn ... nsipnn Vsi jV’Rn /itpb Vsi 
Vaa pnas ’a® nsa® iVr ,b*’ r’ i"’ r*’ n»ia bb®bd naaVn m® Vs nann m® n’i®n yipn Vs 
nnV ]■*«» D’Vsn®*n *pia na®n ’®tn Va aaioa Ra no&n RSia nriR p ’ViV’H® b’i® d'» V® nma 
n«®s Ra’® m’B® iV n®s ,a’3Rn ®in nR na® (r rB 'an) mna nnnm .aaion rVr Dana snap noo 
naan ppn Vs inn ,iaata nosn ]at. The same general idea of having the precalculated ‘ibbiir 
method safeguard the proper recurrence of Passover in spring is reiterated in Lekafi 
fob on Deuteronomy, 51 [26a]: ’asn ma’S V® ®nn nR mn® (r ra 'an) a’aRn ®nn nR mn® 
naan Rn’® 3’3Hn. 

A si milar warning, with a different conclusion of course, is voiced also by the 
Karaite Yehudah Hadassi, Tobias’ younger contemporary. Cf. his Eshkot hak-Kofer, 
76d, Alphabet 189-190: unn '’VRsn®’.n mi® iaion n®Ra u’nu® niaion pnpm rV dr ’a ]aR 
l*nR V® a*3Hn mns ’Va f’pn -|ina bsbi ^nm Tina qbs ii’nsia. Hadassi merely repeated 
here the point which had been raised a century and a half earlier by the Palestin¬ 
ian Karaite Levi ben Yefeth. Cf. his as yet unpublished Book of Precepts (in a 
Byzantine Hebrew translation), Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 34a. 

ss See above, 252 f., and the text in note 2 there (last part of the quoted passage): 
B’wis i’n i®R3 mn ni*i ni’n nnna inR m» o’a’ u® nnsinn na n® nirsa b»®ib [B’lam-] am 
TQsn pa®n in’iTi nn’i’s B®n 1’Rn® Bn» ®n .B’®mn B’npin bn nr Va BSl b’idV. 
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ben Eliezer. Scolding those of his flock who preferred to observe the 
Passover twice, in accord with both the Rabbanite and Karaite calendars, 
Tobias declares: 

And if a man should decide to duplicate, celebrating two feasts of Passover— if so, 
then he is also bound to fulfill the pronouncements of both [i.e., Rabbanites and 
Karaites] in regard to 'Afereth and Sukkoth throughout the years, in the same manner 
as he has begun. And since he fails to do so, he demonstrates for all to see that his 
deeds are as naught. And anyone who performs a deed haphazardly cannot be consid¬ 
ered intelligent and his religious practice is tantamount to no practice at all. Therefore, 
you must not duplicate in matters on which the Sages of blessed memory have already 
decided. 56 

There is no doubt whatsoever that Tobias was not dealing here with 
a mere theoretical consideration but alluded to a definitive event or 
perhaps even to several incidents of a similar nature. This follows both 
from the intensity of Tobias’ exhortation and from his accusation that 
the persons involved chose to be especially careful about the correct 
observance of Passover while ignoring the same calendar difficulties 
with regard to other holidays. Such particular caution with regard to 
Passover was well in keeping with the special significance attached in 
Byzantium to the Easter season and to possible calendar discrepancies 
arising in this connection . 57 Indeed, chances are that with the aid of an 
early Karaite record, preserved in the fourteenth-century code of the 
Byzantine Aaron ben Elijah, a clue can be found to the actual occurrence 
which Tobias ben Eliezer may have been referring to. 

It has been related [so goes the Karaite report] through reliable witnesses that the 
moon was sighted [on a certain date], wherefore the Karaites sanctified then the 
month [of NIsan]. However, the day [of the first of Nisan], as fixed by the Rabbanites 
[through calculation], was due to fall on the next day.... Now, the author who 
wrote down this story narrated further that some people from among the Rabbanites 
felt apprehensive [as to the correctness of their own date] and observed the custom of 
removing all leavened bread in accordance with [the date determined by] the Karaites 
[i.e., one day earlier than the majority of.the Rabbanites]. 58 

It goes without saying that those Rabbanites who followed the Karaite 
calendar with reference to the night preceding Passover eve, on which 

56 Cf. Lefcafi Tob on Leviticus, 124 [62b]: p dn nisan in ntt nw»Vi mitfV dik to’ oki 
kw tana p ok p nps kV dki ,Vwia® yn: ,D’iS7n Vs naoi ni» di Dmip ’nan D”pV Kin a«n 
-|V pK ■p’sV ,m vn pm oan Kips u’K nV’» KVa rwm netwc ’a Vai ,DiVa I’wvaa past dVipV 
V't D’aan nan Vs nuvV. 

57 See on it below. Chapter VII, notes 103-6, and my “Some Aspects of Karaite- 
Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium," PAAJR, XXV (1956), 159, note 57. 

58 Cf. Aaron ben Elijah’s Gan 'Eden, Section l^iddush ha-IJodesh, Ch. VIII, 8d: 
piun n» amam.. .maV mn Duam nsnap am D’Knpn ltnpi niaVn nnautf D’ibki onv b*» nsio 
D’Kipn map»a pin n»a iwsm iswn 0 ’ia-in ;a dipikp neo. See also Mann, Texts and Studies, 
11,43; Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 208 f., No. 154; and below, Chapter VII, note 
129. I have emended the text to read mapsa instead of D’tnpn manta. 
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the leavened bread is traditionally removed from Jewish homes, also 
celebrated the first day of Passover proper in accord with the sectaries, 
i.e., one day prior to the rest of their coreligionists. In addition, they 
undoubtedly did not fail to also observe the feast of Passover on the 
day after, according to the general Rabbanite reckoning. Thus, they 
actually kept the holiday twice. 

Now, it is true that no clear indication is available as to the exact date 
of the above event. Nevertheless, the contiguity of this report to the 
account of another instance of Karaite-Rabbanite calendar discrepancy 
in Byzantium, cited by the same Karaite code, may perhaps not be 
devoid of relevance. Since the other incident, preceding our Passover 
report, was dated 1097 C.E., there is some reason to suppose that the 
Passover story, following immediately after the account of 1097, hap¬ 
pened not much later, i.e., during the period of Tobias ben Eliezer’s 
activity, and elicited from that leader the very exhortation quoted above. 

DENOUNCEMENT BY ASSOCIATION 

In all events, whether or not Tobias alluded to the particular incident 
reported by the Karaites, the. sectaries’ influence on some Rabbanites 
in Byzantium in matters of calendation cannot be doubted. Since the 
adherence to a calendar was the commonly accepted criterion of one’s 
denominational identity, the manifestation of such influence was an 
ominous sign indeed. No wonder, then, that Tobias ben Eliezer reacted 
with vigor against any breach in this matter within his own ranks. No 
wonder also that he used every opportunity to discredit non-normative 
calendation. 

In this connection Tobias’ heated criticism of those who also observed 
a solar month of thirty days should be noted. 59 This criticism poses a 
problem. It does not seem to be a mere restatement of discarded ideas, 
introduced for the sake of refutation. 60 The language of Tobias’ refutation 
is too strong and urgent to be shelved as simply academic. Likewise, 
it is difficult to know, in the present state of research, whether there 

59 Cf. Lelfah fob on Leviticus, 124 [62b]: dv> o’w^wa D’wirci ivmb risnn -pi nr pa 
man ann [rr>n-p rr>a®’ usk on^sn ,cmp> naa 5>a a>on pa asna irm pwia® ->m ,o^ia 
msaina ial»i ,(i 'a aw) naaj isia n>aai» ana aiann amain ,(’ a-’ »ma wnw o’aa 
(aa 'T aw) aa!> mmwa. For an English version of the passage cf. below, Chapter VIII 
(cf. there also, note 103). 

40 This is, for instance, how Mann explains the presence of the same point in what 
he believes to be a Rabbanite text, published by L. Ginzberg, Ginze Schechter, II, 
491 IF., esp. 496. Cf. Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 60, note 111. 
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were in Byzantium any followers of Yehudah Happarsi with whom the 
idea of a solar month is generally associated in the literature of the age. 61 
But there is no question as to the presence of Happarsi’s commentaries 
in the Empire. These were ardently studied and excerpted by Byzantine 
Karaites —although, later, for the sake of criticism only. 

On the other hand, Tobias ben Eliezer may have been vaguely aware of 
Kirkisani’s attribution of the thirty-day month to the Sadducees and of 
some accounts ascribing the same view to the followers of the seventh- 
century sectary Abu ‘Isa al-I$fahani. 62 He surely was fa miliar with 
Saadyah’s refutation of the theory expounded by ‘Anan ben David 
that a thirty-day month was to be proclaimed whenever the moon was 
invisible, regardless of the number of days in the preceding month. 63 
He might have also read that Benjamin an-Nahawendi, too, subscribed 
to a mechanical division of the year into equal, thirty-day months, 
leaving lunar observation to Rosh-Hodesh Nisan (spring) and Rosh-Hodesh 
Tishri (fall) alone. A lengthy quotation to this effect has, indeed, been 
preserved in the eleventh-century Commentary on the Pentateuch of 
Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah. 64 

Of course, chances are that Tobias ben Eliezer had in mind the Misha- 
wite sectaries who apparently were active in Byzantium at that time and 

41 Cf., for instance, Abraham ibn Ezra, Introduction to his Commentary on the 
Pentateuch; his comment ad Ex. 12:2; and other passages. 

62 These accounts were later reduced to writing and utilized in Byzantium, e.g., by 
the mid-twelfth-century Hadassi. Cf. his Eshkol hak-Kofer, 41c, Alphabet 97: nn *)K 
norm rrura on’isia '’’iron mine [o’lW’vnH. Hadassf s statement is rather confused. As 
reported by l£irkisani (Kitab al-Anwar, I, 32; Eng. tr., Nemoy,7fI/C4, VII [1930], 382), 
the Rabbanites associated with the Tsunians and intermarried with them in view of 
the latter’s adherence to the Rabbanite-appointed dates of festivals. This could not 
have been possible, so it seems, if the ‘Ts unian s should indeed have kept a solar calendar. 
Or, shall we say that, like the Mishawites (see Chapter YDI), they, too, adhered 
theoretically (nn’-ma) to a solar calendar, but resigned themselves to the Rabbinic 
system as far as actual practice was concerned ? Cf. below, Chapter VIII, note 64. 

For the Sadducean view see Kirkisani, Kitab al-Anwar , IV, 794 (bottom) f. 

63 On ‘Anan’s views in the matter and Saadyah’s refutation thereof, see, most 
recently, Zucker’s excellent Hebrew essay, "Against Whom Did Se'adyah Ga’on 
Write the Polemical Poem Essa Meshali," Tarbiz, XXVII (1957), 71, note 37, and 80 f., 
and the sources cited above, 273, note 60. 

64 See the passage reproduced by Harkavy, Studien und Mittheilungen, VIII, 176-78. 

There, 177, Nahawendi is reported to have declared that wbv noipn 'Bin *B' d’iio 
oi' D’vbn oi’. K^irlfisanFs statement in Kitab al-Anwar, I, 55— [= Benjamin] 

\%j jfy. i ^ if.jZ'J 1° ,J a-idJ 

j^J| (Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VII [1930], 387)—is but an abridgment of the 

beginning part of the passage adduced by Yeshu'ah. Cf. also L. Ginzberg, Ginze 
Schechter, II, 496. 
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who were fought by contemporary Byzantine Karaites even more 
vigorously than by the Rabbanite majority. 65 The Mishawites, indeed, 
observed the Lord’s day from the morning of the Sabbath until 
Sunday morning, which implies that they adhered to a solar calen¬ 
dar. 66 If our assumption that Tobias was referring to the Mishawites 
should prove correct, then we shall have been allowed an interesting 
glimpse into the technique of anti-Karaite polemics in Byzantium. 
Tobias’ vigorous denunciation of the solar calendar surely found willing 
listeners among the overwhelming majority of Byzantine Jews, whether 
Rabbanite or Karaite, especially since such calendar ran counter to the 
sacrosanct observance of Sabbath eve. 67 However, the fact that Tobias 
refrained from pointing specifically to the living object of his criticism, 
but, rather indiscriminately, associated this criticism with his harsh 
exhortation against those who follow Karaite calendation, is perhaps 
not entirely accidental. Possibly, there was a system in this procedure. 
Whether through ignorance or deliberately, all kinds of non-normative 
practices and views, even when mutually contradictory and obviously 
contrary to the official Karaite position, would be lumped together and 
pinned by Rabbanite polemicists on the Karaite newcomers in the 
Empire. It is this unscrupulous procedure of wholesale accusation and 
of denouncement by association that must have proven the most effective 
line of attack on the Karaites during the early stages of their settlement 
in Byzantium and demanded of their leadership constant alertness 
and struggle. 68 


“the morrow after the sabbath” 

A third point of contention between the two factions of Byzantine Jewry 
was the interpretation of Leviticus 23:15. From the very outset of 
their schism the Karaites insisted on explaining the verse, “And ye shall 
count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath ... seven weeks shall 
there be complete,” as an indication of the fixed yearly recurrence of the 

65 Sec on it at greater length Chapter VIII, below, and briefly above, 119. 

66 See the recent explanation by S. Talmon, against the background of “The Calen¬ 
dar Reckoning of the Sect from the Judaean Desert,” Aspects of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
[= Script a Hierosolymitana, IV (1958)J, esp. 193 f. 

47 See above, 119, and note 112 there, as well as Chapter VIII, below. Benjamin of 
Tudela speaks of the adherents of this calendar as “being excommunicated by Israel 
everywhere.” All the material pertaining to the Mishawites has now been subjected 
to a renewed analysis in my Mishawiyyah: Vicissitudes of a Medieval Jewish Sect 
under Islam and Christianity. 

68 This problem and the Karaite action against such indiscriminate accusations 
are discussed more fully in Chapter VIII. 
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Festival of Weeks on a Sunday only. The Rabbanites, in turn, read the 
crucial phrase to mean “from the morrow after the holiday ,” and began 
the count of Seven Weeks from any weekday following the first day of 
Passover as fixed by their precalculated calendar. 69 

Again, the intensity of Tobias’ reply to the sectarian challenge may 
serve as an unwitting testimony to the extent of non-normative en¬ 
croachment on the mode of observance of the Shabu'oth Festival by 
local Jewry, following the arrival of Karaites in Byzantium. It seems 
that the sectaries’ stress on having the holiday fall exclusively on a Sunday 
was bearing fruit. At all events, Tobias ben Eliezer considered it impera¬ 
tive to dwell at great length on this particular difference between the 
normative practice and the practice advocated by his dissident neighbors. 

First of all, of course, he reiterated the traditional Rabbinic reservations 
in the matter, which were but a continuation of the ancient mishnaic 
refutation of the Sadducees. 70 The latter, as is well known, preceded 
medieval sectarianism by many centuries in interpreting “the morrow 
after the Sabbath” literally; Sadducean-Karaite kinship was not yet so 
vigorously repudiated by Karaite scholarship of that period, as it was 
about to be a few generations later. 71 The old reasoning, however, so 

69 For a compilation of Karaite arguments in the matter see Kirkisani’s Kitab 
a!-Anwar, IV, 852 ff., and Hadassi’s Eshkol hak-Kofer, esp. 85b ff., Alphabets 22-24. 
Cf. also the unpublished portion of Jacob ben Reuben’s Sefer ha-Osher on Deutero¬ 
nomy, where a lengthy discussion is devoted to Lev. 23:15 (Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 
55b): .nap dv pn -ns nap B-ipan (>aa pn 'a sni .isnan mnaa sin 'a [anailh p’ .napn mnaa 
•a bib ’3 ’j’BPi ppm m’i maoi noai naim ova 'na *a fin nap or nbir finap sin nap ps on 
,mran 'na napn omp nsi bi obi ,ona mpj is pnap nmp p msi pini> naaai ibp n«’3 
[pip mpa=] p'pa nnna sin napn nmaa »a naii> bail pm; and so on, in the same vein. 
See also Poznariski, Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah Gaon, passim; his “Mis- 
cellen iiber Saadja-II,” MGWJ, XLI (1896—97), 205 ff.; and, most recently, M. 
Zucker’s Hebrew study of “Saadyah’s Role in the Controversy over rnim-Mohorath 
hash-Shabbath,” PAAJR, XX (1951), Hebrew Section, 1-26. Cf. also L. Ginzberg’s 
Ginze Schechter, II, 478, 493 ff. 

70 Cf. Lekah Tob on Leviticus, 127 f. [64a f.], beginning with mnaa napn mnaa 
..n’pma nap nais nnn dbp .aio or. As for the exposition of napn mnaa as n’pma nap, 
its earliest occurrence in Karaite literature was traced by L. Ginzberg to the writings 
of the ninth-century Daniel al-KumisI. Cf. Ginze Schechter, II, 478, 483 f. See, how¬ 
ever, Zucker’s objections in PAAJR, XX (1951), Hebrew Section, 1, notes 2-3, recall¬ 
ing a passage in Kirkisani’s Kitab al-Anwar, IV, 852. There, the assertion is made 
that all the sectaries in the century preceding al-KumisI—such as ‘Anan, Benjamin, 
Isma‘11 al-‘UkbarI, at-Tifllsi and ar-Ramli—have taken the same position. 

71 Thus Kirkisani ( Kitab al-Anwar, 1,11; Eng. tr., Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 50) 
stresses the fact that Boethus “was of the opinion that Pentecost can fall only on a 
Sunday, which is also the view of the ‘Ananites and of all the Karaites.” Cf. also the 
somewhat similar statement in a later passage, Kitab al-Anwar, I, 42. This emphasis 
on Karaite-Sadducean similarity is in line with KirkisSnrs view of Zadok as “the 
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Tobias felt, could hardly dispose of the singularly vehement campaign 
which the Karaites were waging on the subject. He, therefore, added to 
it a lengthy excursus of his own, advancing new linguistic and logical 
proofs. 

Among the points specifically adduced by Tobias was also one con¬ 
cerning the ‘ omer, or the early sheaves, stipulated by Scripture to be 
cut on the first day of Passover. Because of the general prohibition of 
work on the Sabbath, the need would frequently arise for postponing the 
cutting of the ‘omer, thus necessitating adjustments in the calendar. 
Tobias drives the calculation ad absurdum and exposes the unwieldiness 
of the Karaite method, by showing how such postponement might require 
a chain of additional adjustments which would play havoc with the 
sectarian count of Seven Weeks from “the morrow after the Sabbath.” 

Wherefore I say [he concludes triumphantly his argument], there is no other solution 
left to you but that of our Sages (blessed be their memory): “ ‘The morrow after 
the Sabbath’ means simply ‘the morrow after the [first day of the Passover] Festival’.” 72 

Characteristically, whether because of the perseverance in Byzantium 
of ancient memories from the Holy Land or because of actual observation 
of agricultural habits in Palestine by Byzantine Jewish pilgrims and 
“Mourners of Zion,” discussions concerning the ‘ omer seem to have 

first to expose the errors of the Rabbanites” and as one who “discovered part of the 
truth.” This attitude underwent a complete change in later generations because of 
historical reasons which cannot be gone into here. Cf. the texts and the interpretation 
given in my Hebrew “Elijah Bashyachi,” Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 184 ff., 199 ff., 
and, most recently, Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, V, 254 f. 

72 Cf. Lefcah Job on Leviticus, 128 f. [64b f.]. The excursus opens with a reverent 
note by the copyist: tor nanaii lainar ann nrs’J>R ’an ba laa waits. It then contin¬ 
ues with the following exposd : na»,n ’Ra nr na»n ’rsv bv sia® rmnpa® na®i> isrsd 
nina® sat? ^ msoi (n rra mp’i) toir mbar> pas!> pi anas? Vaa D’Btnnan mnn®an Dm 
(t3 D'3 na) torus .na® D’bnpn .na® D'Ripa D’B’ nsa® ba pi jia® Rapa dub nsa® ba du® 
Rin ibnbi nwa® sa® (id srs mp’i) pa ainsn tor .. .hrV V® nnwnn w nsa® Dm .art sia® r^d 
mma® p®V -I’atsa® pia rVr .na® int na® wr "paW ^ narn msia® nsa® (n re 'an) nniR 
®aa nina® p’R® .sa® napa poba nR’sia na® p®!> mam® piai nsa® tot ii®ba ir’sid 
na®n nnnaa ns .pia® sa® nniR Dannan pi .sia® pi na® p dto’ 't is msia® r^r D’ripsn 
maaV Vwin® ova .nina® sa® ainsn n»R p’ai> .Rns’a® Rnsia® nnaa ns (its a»a mp’i) n’s’a®n 
'n idd®d .nr nR nr po’naa 1’ainan ’a® in’ r!»i niRnpnn ’a® n»R^ na .msia® sa® .nina® sa® in 
tot® ’D^i .’B’a®n sia®n nni>®n R’n .n’S’a®n na®n nnnan ns nniRi .(’ d*’ 'J>nn) inn’ lpns n»R 
’R ’a .naisn psa!> ’S’a® sia® tjioa r9r nano U’rb pia nsnn ^an .napa p®^ nina® sa® n^sa^ 
R’anV n®DR ’r na®a nvn!> p’a bv n*’ dv Vn dr® naV n’®Rna na® Rin na®n nnna® naiV n®DR 
or nn’n ’n&’R naisn nn’spi .msan an omp r!»r msnn ana na®n pR® non bv p®Rn ova nnisn 
ORi .nbia nninn ia^ iniR nnna ’ann msan an pnn ininnn® nnRi p’aa a*’a Rin nn na® Dmp 
ur msan an p minnn ori .msan an rs’ nas a-a dv amp Rin® Ran p®Rn dvV naisn r’3’ nann 
D’n®s Dva nsin bv lVina dr .’nap naisn nn’sp ms .nVia na®n bi !>® na®n nnna ^aV inrrnR 
.(n r*D 'an) moob 9nn napa ®»nn Snnn n®sa na p dr d’3®i D’n®s dv rtob na®a nnRa anpi p’aa 
aio dv nnnaa na®n nnnaa b’t la’man mBRB na r^r ii> ]’«’nnaR p’B^>. 
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carried considerable weight in both sections of Byzantine Jewry. Thus, 
Tobias ben Moses, the older Karaite contemporary of Tobias ben 
Eliezer the Rabbanite, also dealt with the ‘omer problem extensively. 
Indeed, influenced perhaps by his Rabbanite neighbors, he was the only 
Karaite jurist who would permit the cutting of the ‘omer during the 
holiday. 73 


THE CHRISTIAN EXAMPLE 

The impression is gained, however, that the seriousness with which 
Tobias ben Eliezer viewed the Karaite campaign with regard to Shabu'oth 
in Byzantium was due not only to the intensity of that campaign but 
also to a specific aspect thereof. There is some likelihood that, in defending 
the traditional interpretation of the "morrow after the Sabbath” against 
Karaite propaganda, Byzantine Rabbinism was toying with a new 
argument; that argument was conspicuously absent from the polemics 
waged on the subject by the two factions of Jewry in the Islamic 
environment. At any rate, the text to be now quoted from Tobias’ Lekah 
Tob has an unprecedented ring. 

“And thou shalt observe the Feast of Weeks” (Ex. 34:22)—[thou shalt observe it, 
says Tobias ben Eliezer] by applying the reckoning used among Israel and not that 
which is prevalent in the [Christian] world and which counts seven days from 
Sabbath to Sabbath. But, on whatever day the Passover would fall, [from that day 
on] thou shalt begin the count of fifty days, and the fiftieth day thou shalt sanctify [as 
the Festival of Shabu'oth]. 74 

73 Cf. Aaron ben Elijah, Gan ‘Eden, Section Shabu‘oth, Ch. IV, 54c: s»aiu ’an tom 
Diiau pirn mnariii run ia rVi iinan ni’a ispa mvn ni’n D’V»n tr: iawn. Similarly cf. Elijah 
Bashyachi, Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Shabu'oth, Ch. in, 68a, where Ofar Nehmad 
is cited. However, as result of Bashyachi’s unwarranted attribution of Tobias’ Ofar 
Nehmad to Yeshu’ah ben Yehudah, the latter, too, is credited, along with Tobias, 
with having allegedly permitted the cutting of the ‘omer during the holiday. See on 
the problem my “Elijah Bashyachi,” Tarbiz, XXV (1955), 48 f., note 17. See also 
Zucker’s note, PAAJR, XX (1951), Hebrew Section, 6, note 17. 

In addition to the above arguments, the Rabbanite Tobias ben Eliezer also offers 
an alleged precedent, reported in the Book of Joshua: iIor’i (S’ 'n stow’) i»rj® na nn 
jo’33 rtn ans di’ mna «w» ■pat>t> r!>r .na»n mnaa i»r r!> iR’a nosn mnaa pRa nasa. 

This proof from the Joshua text, based on the very same verse which led the 
Karaites to exactly opposite conclusions, is repeated in Tobias’ Commentary on 
Exodus, 115 [58a], with clearly polemical overtones: ni?t?a nosn mnaa nt a’a ’n»’Ri 
riw na®n mnaa naisn n-pse D’-ittiRl> nawn lRan .’iVpi msa nosn mnaa (nt?) amaa ic’ja 
na®n mnaa r^i noDn mnaa miR ainan nnt? ,n’WRna naw. See also Zucker, op. cit., 7 f., 
and the notes thereto. 

Cf. further the Byzantine Karaite Yehi Me’oroth which came in answer to Tobias’ 
Leifati Tob (see above, 263, note 35): ’a [nnnpn -] n’B’Vnan nspa viRxa paimnn ibri 

-iiwin’ p:»a nosn nnR Rin nawn nr nvn ’a .ran ir’ 3’ (Pinsker, Likkufe, App. XI, 

95, bottom). 

74 Lekafr fob on Exodus, 208 [104b]: Rinw pa®nl> ,(aa n»l> 'aw) il> n®»n nioia® am 



THE CHRISTIAN EXAMPLE 


279 


The fact that Tobias deemed it necessary to repudiate the Christian 
reckoning of the Seven Weeks also, in addition to his rejection of a 
similar practice by his Karaite neighbors, is significant indeed. It may 
perhaps point to the fact that the sectaries in Byzantium were invoking 
the Greek Orthodox Pentecost, falling invariably on the seventh Sunday 
after Easter, as a kind of practical confirmation of the Karaite position 
in the matter. But chances are that the argument was tossed by the Rab- 
banites rather, the latter having found it expedient to let the implication 
of Christian-Karaite kinship (and not mere resemblance of practices) 
grow in the minds of their members. This system of innuendo, as we 
have seen it and as will become even more apparent in the last chapter 
of this study, proved a powerful weapon in interdenominational 
polemics. 

As a matter of fact, the consciousness, in both factions of Jewry, of the 
similarity between Christianity and Karaism in the fixing of Pentecost 
on a Sunday is evidenced by several sources. It is well attested to in 
the former Byzantine provinces of the Ottoman Empire as late as the 
sixteenth century. Indeed, even the Karaites themselves quoted Rabbanite 
texts to this effect. 75 True, in these later presentations no actual borrow¬ 
ing was ever implied, so far as our Karaite-cited texts go; only the 
resemblance of interpretation with regard to the pertinent scriptural 
passage was stressed. 76 Nevertheless, the emphatic repudiation of the 
Christian example by the late eleventh-century Rabbanite leader in 
Byzantium cannot be considered accidental. It brings to mind the 
sarcastic comment of the anonymous author of “A Polemical Work 
Against Karaites and Other Sectaries,” accusing the Karaites of religious 
syncretism dictated by sheer opportunism. Just as they found it expedient, 
alleges the said controversialist, to accept from the Muslims the principle 
of lunar observation, so they deemed it worthwhile to “enter into 
agreement with Edom [i.e., with Christianity]” on the problem of the 
“morrow after the Sabbath.” 77 

rn’Do n®sn p nosn Ria’ ipm rS>n ,D’n’ nsa® na®l> na®a ta^isa anian pawna nln 
Di®nn di» on pm ov 0 ’®Bn. 

75 Cf., e.g., Kaleb Afendopolo, as reported from his ‘Asarah Ma’amaroth in Dod 
Mordecai, 2a, and Joseph Beghi, as quoted from his Iggereth Kiryah Ne'emanah by 
Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 306 f. Both cite a passage to this effect from Liwyath Hen 
of the thirteenth-century Rabbanite, Levi ben Abraham of Villefranche (see next 
note). 

76 Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 307: mKiann 'a p-iaa...p rml> l>sa am as p '-i oarni 
U’sn on® pmn bp a!nsl> ann amp bsdi ism p®m ova anxian an sap -ido®3 
n’mpm B’pnsn U’an pi flaw nawi mnaa. 

77 a. the text published by Mann, JQR (N.S.), XII (1921-22), 123-50, esp. 140 
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This impression becomes even more real when coupled with our 
information on the general concern of different segments of the popu¬ 
lations in Byzantium and the Near East in matters of calendar. Indeed, 
the interest of Christians and Jews (including Karaites) in each others’ 
calendation went far beyond the limits of neighborly curiosity. On the 
one hand, we have the report of Yahya of Antioch, concerning Christian 
reliance on the Jewish calendar for determining the date of Easter, and 
the story of the great rift in the eastern Christian world (in 1007) over 
the date of that festival. 78 Linked with that incident is the reference of 
the Armenian chronicler, Matthew of Edessa, to the Jew, Moses of 
Cyprus, who was summoned by the Emperor as consultant in this 
intra-Christian controversy. 79 On the other hand, as we shall show 
later in this volume, the twelfth-century Byzantine Karaite, Yehudah 
Hadassi, searching for a solution to Karaite calendar difficulties in the 
wake of the First and Second Crusades, actually suggested that the 
Karaites inquire into the date of the Christian Easter and thus gain an 
additional clue for the correct dating of their own festival. 80 

THE BYZANTINE ABJURATION FORMULA 

In this connection it may be of interest to note the Byzantine formula 
of abjuration which was imposed on Hebrews entering the Christian 
faith. 81 A version of the formula, dated 1027 c.e., deals also with Jewish 
holidays which the convert is ordered to renounce. The holidays are 
listed there both in the course of a series of anathemas and in a separate 
explanatory appendix. 82 True, much of the text is taken over verbatim 

(Eng. tr., 147): dvik dpi onan rn’n n»ma Vkpo®’ »sa ’5>'aw n« nna iwna ,n»K ’a 
na®n mn»» osV omooi bs nnn irwp. 

78 J. Kratchkovsky and A. Vasiliev (ed.), Histoire de Yahya-ibn-Sa’id d’Antioche 
(Arabic text and French translation), in Patrologia Orientalis, XXIII, No. 5, 481 ff. 
(separate pagination, 273 ff.). Yafjya states: “It is well known that the calculation 
of the Christian Easter is based on the Jewish Passover; on whatever weekday the 
latter will fall, the Christians will celebrate their festival on the Sunday thereafter.” 
He then describes the controversy in the year 1007 as it affected the Christians of 
Egypt, Syria and Palestine. 

79 Cf. Starr, Jews in the Byzantine Empire, 61, 185, No. 127. This expert on calen¬ 
dation was undoubtedly a Rabbanite. 

80 See in the next chapter, note 102, our quotations from Eshkot hak-Kofer, 76b-c, 
Alphabet 188, and 76d f., Alphabets 189-190, where the unique term pesafi ummoth is 
used to denote the Christian Easter. 

81 See above, 26 f. 

82 Cf. V. N. Beneshevich, “On the History of the Jews in Byzantium, VI-X Cent.” 
(Russian, with Greek text), Evreiskaia Mysl, II (1926), 197 ff., 305 ff.; cf. Starr, Jews 
in the Byz. Empire, 173 ff.. No. 121; and, earlier, Krauss, “Eine byzantinische Ab- 
schwdrungsformel,” Festskrift i Anledning af Professor David Simonsens, 134 ff. See 
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from similar Byzantine formulae of earlier dates. 83 Likewise, many 
items—mere carry-overs from antiquated Christian conceptions of Juda¬ 
ism—are colored by biblical archaisms and show little awareness of later 
developments in the Jewish religion. Yet, woven through the eleventh- 
century text, we find a definite tendency towards what could perhaps be 
identified as “Karaite” or, in all events, non-normative terminology. 
Two instances of this nature have already been noted by scholars: 
a) a reference in the Greek text to the imposition of the Yom Kippur fast 
even on children—a practice demanded by Karaite law: 84 and b) the 
use in the abjuration formula of the term Xemavaffarov for unleavened 
bread which, perhaps by sheer coincidence, occurs also in the Byzantine 
Karaite commentary Sefer ha-Osher of Jacob ben Reuben. 83 However, 
upon closer scrutiny, many more points of contact with Karaite usage 
can be detected. 

In the first place, when elaborating on the Jewish calendar, the docu¬ 
ment follows the Karaite order of months (which, in turn, adheres to 
the Bible), beginning the count of Jewish festivals with the Nisan holidays, 
instead of the Rabbanite sequence commencing with Tishri. This order 
is preserved in all Karaite Books of Precepts. Secondly, it distinguishes, 
like all Karaite codes down to the late Middle Ages, between the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread ( Hag ham-Ma?soth ) and Passover ( Pesah ). Incon¬ 
sistently, however, the formula counts separately also the Sacrifice of the 
Lamb, whereas this is precisely what Pesah stands for. Possibly, a con¬ 
fusion occurred here with the Samaritan custom of actually sacrificing 
the Paschal lamb; the latter was mistakenly included in the document as 
an independent entry. Another familiar feature of Karaite terminology 
is the introduction into the abjuration formula of the appellation “Feast 
of Trumpets” ( Yom Teru'ah) for the Rabbanite Rosh hash-Shanah, i.e., 
the Jewish New Year. 86 In the same vein, we note the omission of 

also J. Parkes, The Conflict of the Church and the Synagogue, App. Ill, 394 ff., for 
various formulae of “Professions of Faith Extracted from Jews on Baptism.” A short 
Byzantine formula is given there on pp. 397 f. 

83 Beneshevich dates the original text back in the times of Justinian, but admits 
that important accretions belong to the eleventh century. Cf. also Starr, “An Eastern 
Christian Sect, the Athinganoi,” Harvard Theological Review, XXIX (1936), 100. 

84 Cf. Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 180 (see also earlier, 66 f.). Cf. further the 
special paragraph D’BDai q’i5>’a •voifi in Levi ben Yefeth’s treatment of Yom Kippur, 
Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 90a. 

85 Cf. the printed edition of Sefer ha-Osher, Section Proverbs, 2b, where the 
comment on Prov. 12:27 contains the same Greek expression Xemavd^arov in Heb¬ 
rew transliteration. See on it Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 179. 

86 Cf., for instance, the text cited below, 283 f., note 92, and the English excerpt 
in Nemoy’s Karaite Anthology, 172 ff. 
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Hanukkah, a festival ignored by the Karaites because of its post-biblical 
promulgation. 87 Finally, included in the list is the archaic institution of 
Jubilee ( Yobel ). This obviously does not figure as a practical item in 
the Karaite calendar; yet, it invariably follows the chapter on holidays 
even in the late medieval Karaite codes. 88 

Apart from the list of holidays, which is strongly reminiscent of the 
Karaite calendar and terminology, one should also note the specific 
anathemas which the abjuration ceremony invokes against “every 
Hebrew custom and ceremony not handed down by Moses,” and against 
those who teach “anything other than Mosaic law.. . terming it tradi¬ 
tional.” Chances are, of course, that such anathema should be read in the 
context of Justinian's mid-sixth-century novella which carried an inter¬ 
diction of the deuterosis. Still, the wording of the paragraph strikes one 
as closely related to later pronouncements of Karaite opponents of the 
Oral Law. 89 Significant, too, is the specific inclusion of phylacteries in 

87 Cf., e.g., the hitherto unpublished section of Sefer ha-Osher on Numbers, 
Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 73a (commenting on Num. 22:23): V® nannV pniu kV ]aV 
pis mai lant® i’ Vn rm'« nwn kVi nKiai nVtn nan >a un. 

88 Thus, the late fifteenth-century Kaleb Afendopolo, who furnished an extensive 
supplement to the unfinished code of his master Elijah Bashyachi, composed a detailed 
section on the Sabbatical Year and the Jubilee (Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Shemiffah 
we~YObel, 175c-193d). In his introduction, Afendopolo states emphatically that the 
laws of Jubilee should come as a natural continuation of the laws dealing with the 
holidays, and supports his view through a reference to a similar arrangement in an 
older Karaite work. Cf. Addereth Eliyyahu, 175b: o’uVn Dnrn Vain nun® pi iaaa nVnna 
TDoa fliinon on® ina ooio Kin® tnti u’a® im< tj’isrmn uni pn inn m*nV *iki n’n ompai fan 
i®'n (or, shall we read mwn iddi, thus pointing to the proximity of the laws of festivals 
in Lev. 23 and the laws of Jubilee in Lev. 25?). Similarly, compare in Aaron ben 
Elijah's fourteenth-century code, Gan ‘Eden, 66c-d. 

The system of discussing the laws of Jubilee in contiguity with the laws of the 
calendar and the festivals was apparently of Palestinian origin. Unlike the non- 
Palestinian Kirkis5nl, who considered the subject-matter in the context of Jewish 
dietary and agrarian laws (cf. Kitab al-Anwdr, V, 1250 ff.), the Palestinian Levi ben 
Yefeth placed the Jubilee theme immediately following the chapter on Shemlni 
‘Afereth. Cf. Leiden MS Warner No. 22, beginning with 96a, bottom (nua®a main 
Vai’ai). Levi introduces, however, the problem with the following remark: »a m 
mVan nw»» m'k ’a usa isipa iai [Vavai at»a®a =] ana iatV vi’ki (which contradicts 
somewhat another authority excerpted in Byzantium; cf. above, 181, note 50). 

On Yobel see also the Ex.~Lev. Anonymous, Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 433a ff. (and 
the messianic allusions there, 433b, 435a), in connection with Lev. 25:8 ff. 

89 It should, of course, be remembered that Justinian’s novella came in response 
to a plea of some Jews in sixth-century Byzantium. For an English translation, of 
Novella No. 146, cf. J. Parkes, The Conflict of the Church and the Synagogue, App. 
II, 392 f., and P. Kahle, The Cairo Genizah, App. I to Ch. I, 33 ff. Cf. also M. Avi-Yonata, 
Bi-Yme Roma u-Bizantydn, 181 f., and S. W. Baron, The Jewish Community, I, 191, 
230. Indeed, most recently, Baron suggested that “perhaps harking back to some 
residua of those Jewish opponents of Oral Law who had elicited Justinian’s harsh 
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the anathema against witchcraft, amulets, etc., which may be a reper¬ 
cussion of Karaite argumentation against the wearing of phylacteries and 
amulets, and against other traditional folkways prevalent among the 
Rabbanites. 90 (Even calendar calculations were often brought by Karaite 
polemicists under the common denominator of witchcraft. 91 ) 

Of course, it is very likely that each or most of the points in the formula, 
if standing alone, could be explained away by reasons other than Byzan¬ 
tine Christian familiarity with Karaite praxis. Nevertheless, the cumu¬ 
lative evidence of the text is certainly impressive. In the absence of any 
direct Greek references to Karaism, the aggregate of non-normative 
practice and terminology, resounding from the formula just discussed, 
recovers at least an echo of the inevitable contacts between the Christian 
Byzantine population or institutions and local Jewry of both brands. 
The fact that this echo is faint and incomplete and that the impression 
which Karaism left on non-Jewish observers in the Empire was confused, 
though quite unmistakable, may perhaps serve as a measure of Karaism’s 
true position amid its neighbors in Byzantium. 

FURTHER DIVERGENCES 

The differences between the Byzantine Karaites and Rabbanites found 
a persistent expression also in many other details of worship. Again, 
Tobias ben Eliezer the Rabbanite considered it his duty to swiftly 
ward off any Karaite invasion and to come forward vigorously in defense 
of the traditional practice. A few instances of such practical controversy 
within Byzantine Jewry will suffice in this connection. 

Thus, most of the Karaites opposed in Byzantium, much as they did 
in the Islamic countries, the blowing of the shofar on the Jewish New 
Year. They insisted that the biblical teru‘ah, meaning shouts as well as 
blasts of trumpets, could in the case of the Jewish New Year point only 
to shouts, i.e., to vocal prayer, since the use of musical instruments 
would necessarily entail the desecration of the holiday (through work). 92 
Tobias ben Eliezer could not help admitting that the Karaite inter- 

prohibition of the Jewish deuterosis, this sect [i.e., the Karaites] must have enjoyed a 
modicum of good will on the part of the Byzantine rulers." Cf. his Social and Reli¬ 
gious History of the Jews, V, 272. 

90 Cf. Mann, Texts arid Studies, II, 55 ff. 

91 E.g., Daniel al-Rumisi, in Harkavy’s Studien und Mittheilungen, VIII, 189: 
n?»B naim mnoipn pawn vunni i»-rn Ermii thus pm. Similarly, HadassI, in 
Eshkol hak-Kofer, 43c, Alphabet 104: a’anl> u>i itanin t» /’l&tu win '’nvpoa 
'uaunsm '’taoipn pauna 'ubA. 

92 Cf. the hitherto unpublished section of Jacob ben Reuben’s Sefer ha-‘Osher 
on Numbers 29:1, Leiden MS Warner No. 8,75b: nnsisn run-in u* nvntn Wn .flffi-in oi* 
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pretation was in keeping with one of the legitimate meanings of the 
term in question. Still, he contended, in the context of other teru'oth 
prescribed for the same month (of Tishri), such as that which heralded 
the proclamation of the Jubilee Year with blasts of trumpets, the different 
meaning ascribed by the Karaites to the teru'ah of the New Year could 
not have been intended by the Lawmaker. Hence, it is wise and correct 
to rely on the ancient mishnaic tradition which offered detailed instruc¬ 
tions, along with mnemonic formulae, regulating the triple blowing of the 
ram’s horn on Rosh hash-Shanah. 9i 

As if in answer to Tobias’ arguments, the twelfth-century Karaite of 
Constantinople, Yehudah HadassI, assaults these very regulations, 
drawn up by the talmudic sages, as a drastic example of Rabbinic 
deviation from the Written Word: 

Likewise [exclaims Hadassi], your shepherds have fixed mnemonic formulae and 
heaped on them things which they never heard of and never saw in their own days 
and which also the Divine Prophets never conceived in their vision when prophesying 
in their [respective] times, but which are a “commandment of men learned by rote” 

(Is. 29:13) stemming from their early [mishnaic] mentors_And how dare you come 

and maintain that the Mishnah and the Talmud are from the Lord, and how dare 
you proclaim, ‘[This and that are] rules laid down by Moses at Sinai’?! This is an 
outright deceit on the part of your shepherds ! 94 

Of no less practical consequence was the difference between the two 
factions with regard to the “four species” chosen by the Divine Lawgiver 
from the Palestinian flora in commemoration of the Festival of Booths. 
While the Rabbanites insisted on symbolic waving of the lulab and the 
ethrog, the Karaites viewed the “four species” as actual materials for the 
building of the sukkah itself. 95 To support their opinion, the Karaites 
mustered the literal meaning of the biblical verses on the subject and 

n»a nDitsa is’ nVi Dan D’Rnpn lpsno’ Jiinai® r5>i mnxwn nsnn nar r!> ’a ,5>ipa nsnn ir 
nsian i!»!>jp aim. 

93 Cf. Lekafi fob on Leviticus, 131 [66a]: u n"nn rr&n mwn sipn!> uni ia ,B ^ 
-|t>nn ’n» maR’i asn !>a i»nu laa naa nsnn ®’® b'sri .ni®n ®an naoaa inaR n ppnRia D’nsB 
ur ,nniDan ava ’susm ®nna !>avn pica (a n-a *p’i) nsnn new nnasm a’nai (ia *’ R'®) 
®niBan aina na!”i nsi®a im® ’S’a®n trim !>® msrw i>a ana!>. 

94 Cf. Eshkol hak-Kofer, 86b, Alphabet 225: isa® r!>® na aa lanni dub’D -|’!m in isap 
nnaiSa b»®sr msaa [dr ’a=] R'a ,anuara anRiaia 'n ’R’aa mm U’wn r!>i ,an’B’a iRn r!>i 
n®aJ> na!>n amato 'na niaimm natron ’a anaiR ana i’Ri ... [nitron ’aan-j^iy^l] anuiWRna 

nsyn nt nin -pm u’®n r!>i a’R’aan ma isa® r!> nsnnn m!np npssi nrrns .-psna nana it U’oa 
inaoaa n-nn n'®n n'nwn aiam ,un!> nsnn ana® nwS® ns’pn ,nsinn ana® h®!»bi. 

For the Karaite application of Isa. 29:13 (“commandment of men learned by rote”) 
to Rabbinic doctrines and writings, cf. Sahl ben Ma$lialj, in Pinsker, Likkufe, App. 
HI, 21: imai niaimi niranan an mai!»a D’bir nun. Cf. also the texts adduced below, 
Chapter VII, e.g., notes 41, 45. 

95 Cf. Eshkol hak-Kofer, 86d, Alphabet 225: niaa(i) nn )>s na ®iTsa no i’ BV11B ’ 3 
!>nn pansi poim paJ>i!> pinna i®n’B ,au’a nsaiR (a i-a 'p’i) !>m ’ansi mas fs ^isi 'nan 
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invoked the historical precedents already recorded by the Bible. 96 The 
Rabbanites were thus forced to fall back on the familiar argument 
calling for reliance on talmudic tradition: Such customs as waving of 
the liilab, blowing the shofar, etc., including their minutest details as 
observed by generations of Jews although not stated explicitly in the 
Bible, are not “commandments of men learned by rote.” Indeed, they 
are no less binding than the clearly formulated written laws, since they 
all were transmitted to posterity through God’s oral communication 
to Moses at Sinai. 97 Thus, recurrent matters of practical divergence 
were bound to provoke again and again the endless interdenominational 
discussion concerning the unbroken authority of the Oral Law: 

Now [says Tobias ben Eliezer], it is with regard to such [practices], not written in 
the Torah, that you should “ask thy father and he will declare-unto thee, thine elders 
and they will tell thee” (Deut. 32:7). For these [practices] have been reliably transmitted 
one generation to another, [showing] how Jews used to observe the blowing of the 
shofar, the shaking of the lulab, [ritual] slaughter as well as inspection [of the slaugh¬ 
tered animals] and the cleansing of the meat. [The same holds true for] the formulae 
of legal documents, the fralijah, levirate marriage, divorce, ?i?ith and meziizah, phy¬ 
lacteries and prayer, and the fowl which we eat but whose names are not listed in the 
Torah. All those matters form a [reliable] tradition in Jewry, for the Sages of Israel 
were never divided concerning them. And he who has no regard for the glory of his 
Maker and likes to turn everything upside down, such a person does violence to his 
own soul. Of him it is stated (Prov. 11:29), “He that troubleth his own house shall 
inherit the wind.” And it is stated father (Prov. 28:24), “Whoso robbeth his father or 
his mother... is the companion of a destroyer”—in other words, he is a companion 
of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who corrupted Israel. 98 

DIETARY INJUNCTIONS 

Among the themes which were inextricably woven into the debate over 
the validity of oral tradition and whose practical repercussions resounded 

'’Mils nbisa mas saiaa mbaini ban®ni i’»’is maws aonbi absnb '’®ibti ma mbioa :'»iaaan 
abaa maim uisn lrnusss ba ism : nab nna sra aip>n ’S3 ’b’a®n ’oiba :-]\iba 'n ms ab i®a 
'’a’a: nmai ab iaai ru’a’aa ira irai ab wa paim pabib puna 'n®i’s® nn js ns muma 
[unarm :b's] enarm '’K’aan nai ausaa rmniinb ata 'rvap -pai :wnna na’sa ®ipa mi abi 
Jiinin atm ab i®a 'a®n’sa nms’a ’iai. The Karaite interpretation of the pertinent 
verse (Lev. 23:40) is: fs=] s*s ejasn [n’inn :b's] aman mss nn fs »id omnn nba ban® 
mae m®sb ..o’nai mom pia aio n’i abi amani nmas aba ban [mas (ibid.. Alphabet 
226). 

96 Ibid., invoking the story of the celebration of the Festival of Booths in the days 
of Ezra as a binding precedent and as an illustration of the correct interpretation of 
scriptural intention: ’a [nmna nsaia aa’p>b :b"i] an’pba ma’3 bs snan am airs ’ms nsiaa 
-|nsia m bs snan am aits man nsian ’a ...'’lawn B’j’na mao n”®s Vs aba ma. 

97 Cf. Lekah Jdb on Leviticus, 131 [66a]: abap aba ainibn n’®aa msnn msnn iba i>ai 
B’Jiina n’nanb diiob Dm®aia mnan ’in® banm pa’ [nn mob pa® amaaa ’bb wai a®nn. 
Tobias’ use of the biblical phrase alnibn n’®aa mss, in the sense developed in the 
sectarian jargon, is highly significant. 

98 Ibid.: in ina in bai»’a abap na® "|b nnan -papt -pm -]’aa bat? .mna ab® abaa bsi 
mm® iip’nai i®an ’lpuai npnaai ao’n®ai abibn sushi isi»a ms’paa pan bsi®’ va -|a’a 
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in the everyday relations within the Jewish quarter was the problem of 
ritually clean food. Indeed, shehifah, or ritual slaughter, and bedikah, i.e., 
the proper examination of slaughtered animals, formed two sore points 
of controversy between the Karaites and the Rabbanites, in Byzantium no 
less than anywhere else. 

The sectaries argued that certain animals, such as those pregnant, were 
prohibited; they, accordingly, hesitated to patronize Rabbanite butchers, 
lest prohibited meat be sold to them by the latter along with that which 
was ritually unobjectionable. At the same time, they dispensed with the 
bedikah altogether, thus leaving all meat handled by Karaite butchers open 
to Rabbanite suspicion. Hence, apart from the purely religious principle 
involved, there was a distinctive economic edge to the problem which 
could not fail to embitter the daily contacts between the two factions of 
Jewry on the local level. It undoubtedly also marred social relations 
between neighbors, since scrupulous Karaites would refrain from 
attending Rabbanite meals, and vice versa." 

In addition, there is the communal aspect to be considered. Super¬ 
vision of ritual slaughter was a basic religio-communal service which 
any and all Jewish communities endeavored to offer to their membership 
even under the most trying circumstances. However, as with many 
other communal services, such supervision had become in time a consid¬ 
erable source of power to the governing institutions of the community 
(and, through them, to the particular circles exerting influence over these 
institutions) as well as an important lever for communal control. This was 
so not only because complexities of the meat inspection system and the 
intricate laws of slaughter tended to institutionalize shehitah u-bedikah 
and leave the performance in the hands of specializing functionaries, 
guided by distinctive vested interests; but also because of the wide range 
of autonomous functions assumed by the Jewish community within the 
medieval corporate system. Such prerogatives as allocation of shops in 
the market, where food, prices and weights were supervised by communal 
officials, establishment of public abattoirs in larger communities and 
supervision of individual shohefim in smaller localities, etc., turned the 
preparation of ritually acceptable meat into a communal monopoly. 

■pVaiK ntuin n-nna in® pina k 5>® mow Van ni>Bni pVsm mrnni ipssi pun pma'i ns*i>nai 
nani> nmi inp naa bs on 1 ™® vn ,on’5s Ski®’ ’nan npVna k5>® ,Smer>a nVap nV« 5>a 
v>Ki> Kin nan 'ai min van !>na nniKi ,mn w’a nam nnaa i’5>si i®bi onm Kin ’in niaisnn 
Vki®> mt wnmv oaa ;a n»an’i> Kin nan ,ir>n®>a. 

99 Cf. on it, most recently, Baron’s comments, in his Social and Religious History 
of the Jews, V, 249, and 405, note 49. 

100 Cf. on the subject in general, Baron, The Jewish Community, II, 107 ff. 
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The imposition of communal taxes on various stages of the preparatory 
process made communal control even more pronounced. 

In view of the above, the conflict between Karaites and Rabbanites 
in the field of ritual slaughter and dietary laws, overtly prompted by 
divergences of legal opinion, yet actually reflecting the clash of communal 
and economic interests, comes as no surprise. The fact that accounts of 
sharp feuds in the matter reach us only from tenth- and eleventh- 
century Palestine by no means indicates the absence of similar clashes else¬ 
where. 101 It shows merely that in such places as Ramlah the Karaites 
were strong enough numerically and politically to vie successfully with 
the Rabbanites for control of communal institutions and of their public 
services, or, at least, to gain freedom from Rabbanite interference. In 
localities in which the sectaries constituted a small minority, the struggle 
seldom attained a degree warranting governmental intervention or 
prompting the initiation of intercommunal correspondence on the 
subject. Characteristically, in such cases the Karaites would resort mostly 
to persuasion and to polemics on purely religious grounds. It is, then, no 
coincidence that, in the course of his anti-Karaite debate, the Byzantine 
Rabbanite spokesman, Tobias ben Eliezer, was careful to reiterate 
specifically ritual slaughter and meat inspection as traditional observances 
which could be traced directly to the Mosaic legislation at Sinai. 102 

CONSUMPTION OF FAT-TAIL 

In the same category also belongs the controversy with regard to the 
consumption of the fat-tail ( alyah ), a subject to which Tobias ben Moses 
(the Karaite!) devoted many pages of learned and vehement argumen¬ 
tation in his hitherto unpublished 0§ar Nehmad on Leviticus. 101 Converse¬ 
ly, the lengthy anti-Karaite polemic in the Rabbinic Lefcah Tdb was 
undoubtedly prompted by Karaite criticism. 104 Indeed, the Rabbanite 
protagonist, Tobias Eliezer, may have actually had in mind the scores of 
pages of incisive analysis and biting ridicule to which the Rabbanite 
position on the problem of alyah was subjected by Tobias ben Moses, 

101 For such conflicts in Palestine cf. Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 62 if. There, 
Mann’s earlier research in the matter is also listed. 

102 Cf. Lekah Tdb on Deuteronomy, 5 [3a]: msnn »pnpi i!>k .(n 'k 'at) cam siixm 
tara n^ap on® msnn -ikbi *i®an *ip»si nma® pja ,n^apa uru®. 

See also the list of traditional observances invoked by Tobias in the passage cited 
above, 285, and note 98. 

103 Cf. Bodl. MS No. 290,25b f., and especially 83b-100b. See below, 288, note 105. 

104 Lekah Job on Leviticus, 16 f. [8b f.]. The editor correctly remarked ad loc. 
that Tobias’ paraphrastic restatement of the Rabbinic position has come as an answer 
to Karaite exposes on the subject. 
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the Karaite, in his 0$arNehtmad . 105 The importance attached to these 
details was such as to warrant a specific stipulation in marriage contracts 
drawn up in the cases of mixed marriages between Karaites and Rabban- 
ites. This stipulation was so formulated that the dietary scruples of 
either party would be duly respected. 10 ® 

105 The main target of Tobias ben Moses’ criticism is Saadyah Gaon. But he also 
combats the views of the sectarian group of Mishawites who lived in Byzantium 
at that lime (see on them in the last chapter of the present volume). 

Saadyah’s invectives against the Karaites in connection with their prohibition 
of the alyah meet here with Tobias’ harsh rejoinder. Cf. Bodl. MS No. 290, 87b: 
niaipaa uma 'brb mios mban ’a mm nr uina na am®ipn ’a [rinso -] 'na '®r ’a sn 
mibi rvm ,®"n’ ’"v nun ana ni’Ri nnn '»r anmai bB [Rippa ’bsab ni’Km miian ]a nam 
l’nnsa n’BiBn »"n’nnnmna a’abiiin an baa .lma'CRa aabn naabi an®ip ai’K anpa ’baa ’a 
baK B’ma abi Bn®ip bi’r nnnxi a an nn amaon nbaa sin® ’m .nb’bi nai» nrpbs an’nnan 
naan RS’i nnn rpbna 'in® ’a an B’Bnam nmiam am®ipn. And again : umai nbnna aanna naa 
'®8 B’abnn nosa nami nba’ '®r mbaa nos bB b'T aipn [’bpsa iam® nviamC®) m’Rin ]a 
la’pnai nnaiaa nvibn mprn ni’an i’®:ri i’bh mn nsnam nmnn [n*wo=] wimon ®’«n nr baa’ 
ibwa uiR’ai nmiean B’abnn mn bo wi ia ibm® na 'spa mat aai .iab®im innm.m enmai 
min’® [7ians’a]i .p’asn nra imam msaa naan ’aimon un nt ia nbm®na nara ram .inn’®i 
sin mp’Dom narnn b» a’amon a’vnnn van Kin ’a rum ba® bra ®’k baino ism® ]sab inn’n 
niba ’b’D®a an '®k ]ibb am B’a’®an 'pa ’baa la’aan. 

Or further, on fol. 90a: »bsa la’aan nan by ’aw’Bii ®’tm nr a’®n Rb ’a nab ma’ nn 
■ram man nr nma baa’ i®r ... man ®'m ’a n’nnaia nmi’m m’bam rt’bKn ’a 'pa 
tarni nnmam Kin® naia en’bu a’®nb insna ribs’ .mn ab WBn aiB’ai imbai ’bib ’a n’b’ian. 
And on fol. 92b: nniK ba bar imanb ’ian ia’Ki pm k5> '®r Kin maan ®’Kn nr ’a snwai 
ia mpa n®K ba abn nba bs nas’® na bs a«n’ baK Jbn [pil/ma inwaai ibiabai inaiaa bs 
B’B’ipai nnama nn abnn '”iBa 'pa ’baa mam /pami babiann Kin abn 'noa Kin imam .limai 
bnan ia®b nsmni bKb na®. And again, 98a-b: abnn nan a im®Bui inaiaa unam U’bai 
nr>ban mo’Ka 'aian ’nan bs nb’vi main nsnsbi psob ia n»pai naan® na bba usmi uonni 
unan bs mb®ni abn mbai ni’ban ’a iab nmn® is’®n’i i’bs a«nna '®aa n’abrrn p an ’a n’bKni 
.[ibattn ab=] mb rsi a®ai m® abn ba 'na® '» mana ]Ram npa b® a’abnn ]a amiBN an ’a 
bmn’ nrai mbit nnK npami nabn '®kb ib aia nm nann nnK ibm n«m ®*n’ Rn’ n”.n ibi 
jma’rs 1’bs nss’i n®p '®k n’bR.m ni’ba.n nb’3K ia i’bs nK®i moKi inn anna ’a ]Bab i’bs aKan 
nbap '®k nmam n’annn nbKa i’bs ibbii naia nnK '®Kb mar ib nw Kbi pnn ima ]»k ’a unKai 
naKn pa b’na.nbi sawb B’arKi nBnb ab iana Kbi 'bk’ '®Kb nn’pm n®nn Kbai pm Kba anb 
'®k mnn mn« nabn baK .pnsm n”ipan mnabi Ki®m baan DiKabi snm aian ]’a nmsnbi np®m 
mbira Kbi nbx nbaona [ei'Aoyov] |iaibaKi pnn ia i’K. Tobias concludes then, 99a: [nlKann 
’bsa ’nan bB pnai am nBnBbi ]iBBb ’niman nr ®pai fan® na ba bia’ai mn’® ]a isnaK '®Ka lb 
namnni na®n ibi .nntvm nsi®nn '”bi .n’btmi ni’ban niOKa -pa, 

106 Cf. the kethubboth cited in the next chapter, notes 15-17, in connection with 
special stipulations regarding the calendar. Thus, the standard formula of a kethubbah, 
used in eleventh-century Fustat for cases of a Rabbanite marrying a Karaite lady, 
would demand of the bridegroom “that he should not bring the fat-tail into his house 
as long as she [i.e., the Karaite woman] is his wife.” See the text there, note 
15. Also, when the Rabbanite Nasi, David, the son of the Palestinian gaon Daniel 
ben ‘Azaryah, married in 1082 the daughter of a Karaite potentate of Fustat, he 
bound himself in the marriage contract “not to compel this wife of his to ... eat the 
alyah, etc.” Cf. the passage below. Chapter VII, note 17, reproduced from JQR 
(O.S.), XIH (1899-1900), 221. No comparable texts from Byzantium have, so far 
as I know, been found to date and published. See more on these kethubboth in the 
notes to the next chapter. 
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Characteristically, we do not find in>the work of Tobias ben Eliezer 
any allusion to the Karaite legislation permitting the consumption of 
the meat of fowl with milk (besar ‘of be-halab). This point was, as can 
be gathered from several Genizah letters, the cause of great animosity 
between the two factions in eleventh-century Palestine. 107 It is difficult 
to decide, however, whether the fact that Tobias ben Eliezer limited 
himself to a mere repetition of the talmudic discussion of the pertinent 
verses (Ex. 23:19, 34:26; Deut. 14:21), without so much as hinting at 
actual Karaite practice, is accidental, or indicates Karaite adjustment 
in Byzantium to the Rabbanite interdiction of preparing the meat of 
fowl in milk. 


MARITAL LAWS 

Opinions diverged also in the interpretation of marital laws as reflected 
or commanded by Scripture. Especially the laws governing levirate 
marriage ( yibbum ) lent themselves to incessant controversy. The Karaites 
dissented over the literal meaning insisted upon by Rabbinic exegesis 
with regard to that biblical decree. They shifted the duty of the levirate 
from the brother to a mere relative, since they could not envisage the 
possibility that the Lawmaker had actually imposed on the surviving 
blood-brother what they considered an incestuous union with his brother’s 
childless widow. The Karaite critique drew vigorous replies in Byzantium 
from the oft-quoted Tobias ben Eliezer in defense of the Rabbinic law. 108 

Curiously, the problem of bigamy also loomed large in the interde¬ 
nominational debates, with the Rabbanites pointing to the frequent in¬ 
stances of bigamy among leading biblical personalities as proof of the 
perfect legitimacy of bigamous marriage. 109 The intensity of Rabbanite 
defense in the matter is the more astonishing in view of the inevitably 
academic character of the issue: Roman (hence Byzantine) legislation 
outlawed bigamy, making all citizens of the Empire, their religious 
affiliation notwithstanding, irrevocably bound by that proscription. 110 

107 See on it most recently S. D. Goitein, “A Caliph’s Decree in Favour of the 
Rabbanite Jews in Palestine,” JJS, V (1954), 118 IT., and the literature listed there. 

108 Lekah Job on Genesis, 192 [96b]: onniRV nairn p’n .(n ma) 1 ’rntV mropm 

r*^ ,dp) van nun f-ma aps’ awn mtu® ,l>R-iP’i> nl>m nnm nnp nVma ’i^n mam p* 

bn (n n'a 'ai) nm avix ia®’ ’a onniRi> nauwn ,(ru to ,dp) ran law’ ’van ini mini ,(* 
,pbb nmaa finb «]« ,pbb n’n«a pa nn ,mvi’n ma« lannii vn a«n o’n« pirn n» mn» .D’avipn 
D’nan nana -ina® fna. 

109 Cf. Lekah Job on Leviticus, 102 [51b]: pR® srrpa .nmoR RBi>»a O’wa ’n® nairoi 
nna own nanai .nnb®i mi napi>R paa m®a w irdi O’pma noa ’-in® .pin r^i m rS onl> 
Jivn« ni>R oa® nm nmR ia»’ ma nimn wa wo p n’®i ’n®a wo® o®a ’rh r!>r .0’®: >n»a 
’am nnn nna’naa nma minn i®ni npn lavnan. See below, 290, note 111. 

110 Mannorstein (.Festschrift Adoif Schwarz, 469) thinks that Tobias’ stress on the 



290 


WIDENING THE CIRCLE 


Here, incidentally, we have one of the only two occasions on which 
Tobias ben Eliezer directly mentions the sectaries by name. Refuting the 
Karaite contention that bigamy was forbidden by Scripture, he exclaims: 

How great is the error of the Karaites in stating that “And thou shalt not take a 
woman to her sister” (Lev. 18:18) refers to two [unrelated] women! It is clear [from 
the accounts] in the Prophets and the Hagiographa that the Israelites used to marry 
two [unrelated] women, as it is stated in the case of Peninnah (I Sam. 1 ’.6). 111 


PRACTICAL REPERCUSSIONS 

Throughout his argumentation Tobias ben Eliezer frankly admits 
that his is a deliberate “reply to those who say—,” or a proof that the 
truth is “not as maintained by those who have wandered astray.” 112 
In fact, as already mentioned, Tobias admits that he was familiar with a 
Karaite commentary. 113 Since he probably did not know Arabic, 114 
one may assume that one or several of the local Hebrew Karaite compil¬ 
ations, produced in Byzantium in the second half of the eleventh century, 

permissibility of bigamy in Judaism was provoked by adherents of a sect observing 
the marital laws laid down in the “Zadokite Fragment.” This is, of course, in accord 
with Maimorstein’s late dating of the document otherwise considered to stem from 
the period of the Second Commonwealth. On cases of bigamy among Jews under 
Christian rule, see I. Abrahams, Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, 135. 

1,1 Lelfab Job on Deuteronomy, 70 [35b]: nmnn !>k nan® O’Kipn “IBB nns 
ana musai d»bj >no u’kbij vn® nnvmi Q'K’ma m -on d’bj to i5>k ,(rr> rr’ npn k 5> 
ess ni runs nnOBSi. Cf. also Tobias’ strictures on another aspect of marital relations 
in Lekalt Job on Leviticus, 69 f. [35a-b]. 

112 n’Bwn vwkb ms ni>i ;nnniKi> naitrn. 

113 See the quotation above, 215, note 33. Cf. also our remarks above, 76, note 46. 

114 To be sure, Tobias does use Arabic in one connection. Cf. Lekah Job on Exodus, 
188 f. [94b f.], where Arabic terms for the twelve precious stones on the high priest’s 
breastplate are introduced. Nevertheless, rather than suppose an actual knowledge 
of Arabic on the part of Tobias, it seems more plausible to assume that we have here 
technical terms, used at the time of discussion by dealers and customers all over the 
East Mediterranean. Were it not so, there would hardly be a point in deviating from 
Tobias’ usual procedure of introducing Greek equivalents for difficult Hebrew words 
(see on this procedure of Tobias, Buber, Introd. to Lekafi Job on Genesis- 
Exodus, 35 f. [18a-b], and J. Perles, “Jiidisch-byzantinische Beziehungen,” Byzantin- 
ische Zeitschrift, II [1893], 574 f.), and offering, without much ado, Arabic terminology 
instead. The latter must have obviously been professionally known to Jewish merchants 
in Byzantium. 

Incidentally, the Karaite Jacob ben Reuben, too, gives in the hitherto unpublished 
section of Sefer ha'-Osher, ad loc., two slightly different lists of Arabic terms for the 
precious stones- Possibly by sheer coincidence, there is in the Leiden Library a MS 
entitled Sefer ha-Osher (i.e., the Book of Riches) by a Jacob ben Reuben which deals 
with precious stones. Cf. Steinschneider, Catalogue Leiden, 106 f. and 391 f. (App. VI). 
This book is not identical with the commentary which we have been quoting all along 
in this study. Nor is there any ground for belief that the two authors going by the name 
Jacob ben Reuben are identical. 



PRACTICAL REPERCUSSIONS 


291 


reached him and his colleagues. Moreover, as noted earlier in this volume, 
the overwhelming majority of his strictures against unorthodox practices 
and views are expressed with no explicit reference to a particular group, 
i.e., without officially blaming the sectaries for adhering to them. 
This may perhaps indicate that Tobias ben Eliezer, while denouncing 
Karaite-inspired practices, did not address himself to the Karaites 
proper but to his own Rabbanite coreligionists, many of whom showed 
visible symptoms of having been affected by the living example of their 
Karaite neighbors. 115 

This conscious effort on the part of a local Rabbanite leader to ward 
off especially the practical repercussions of the spread of Karaite doc¬ 
trines among his flock is more eloquent than the Karaites’ own boasting 
on the subject. It constitutes an indisputable, though indirect, recognition 
of the growth of Karaite ftnpact on the social, religious, and family 
life of Byzantine Jewry and of the popularity of Karaite observances 
in Byzantium some hundred years after the sectaries’ settlement on 
Byzantine soil. In the light of these findings, the suggestions made by 
scholars with reference to Karaite influence on imperial Jewry in the 
twelfth and the thirteenth centuries—e.g., in the law of inheritance or the 
observance of ritual purity—are by no means exaggerated. The ever- 
widening circle of Karaite encroachments on traditional Judaism and on 
its adherents in the Byzantine Empire was already in the eleventh 
century an undeniable reality. 116 

11 s More of Tobias’ general polemics agaist the Karaites in Byzantium will be 
cited in Chapters VII and VIII, below. 

116 It may be appropriate now, when winding up Tobias' arguments in his anti- 
Karaite debate of practial issues, to give a few random references to passages in his 
Lekafr Tob in which he deals with purely academic divergences of biblical interpreta¬ 
tion. Although these texts have no practical implications, they are very valuable 
inasmuch as they indicate a close acquaintance of Tobias with Karaite literature. 

Thus, cf. Lekafr Tob on Exodus, 134 [67b], against the concept of an Angel Inter¬ 
mediary between God and mankind, expounded by the Karaite Benjamin an-Nahawen- 
di: pnua nunna ’a...n-ap>n or »a ...wbr Indian® ->®5K >r main m .(a'a'»») -p^R r n ’sjr 
,’ aaR )ri®^ D’»®nS> pm -pnia 5>’a® ina n»m *aJR nan!> rria n-ap>n ma ran ’si> nnaiR omn 
pxp nR I’nwa oai>» R’svii> pp>asa® ana ’a ,wn® lp’aan (o 'a »»m) ainan ibr nn’!>jn 
raw 'n bs ■mV- For the Karaite discussion of the matter, see KirkisanI, Kitab al- 
Anwar, II, 319 ff.; HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 25b ff„ Alphabets 47 ff.; and the 
comprehensive treatment by Poznafiski, “Philon dans l’ancienne litterature jud£o- 
arabe,” REJ, L (1905), 10 ff. 

For another example, see Leifob T&b on Exodus, 151 [76a], where, in the course 
of discussion, Tobias exclaims: p w9iRa 5«oa nj» ai®» ,D^’ 0 ai> a’®n!> ur paws a-raRi 
...QwaiR® ,(m'a’!>®B)vi’»a nan mm. Likewise, Lekaft fob on Deuteronomy, 51 [26a]: irni 
wax na im’ rVi mi>a wbr isbi ... »a anaiRn, in connection with the laws governing 
the first-born. 



CHAPTER VII 


CALENDAR FEUDS 

T he area most exposed to friction in the field of Karaite-Rabbanite 
relations was that of the not infrequent discrepancies between 
the differing calendars to which the two factions respectively 
adhered. The Rabbanite calendar in the Middle Ages was precalculated. 
Except for its long-range computation and for some involved problems 
which occasionally necessitated the decision of the authorized bodies of 
Jewish leadership, the calendar did not require any action on the part 
of the individual Rabbanite or of the average community. Not so the 
Karaite calendar. 1 

The sectaries insisted on unwavering alertness in the field of calendation 
and imposed on their membership two constantly recurring mensal and 
annual acts : a) monthly witnessing of the New Moon for the sake of 
determining Rosh-Hodesh, i.e., the first day of each individual month; 
and b) regular yearly following of reports from the Holy Land on the 
state of crops there. Such reports would regulate the commencement of 
ordinary calendar-years and the intercalation of leap-years according 
to the ripening of abib. Abib , a terminus technicus in the Karaite calendar 

1 For comprehensive discussions of the Karaite calendar and a Karaite critique 
of the Rabbanite mode of calendation, see the 21 chapters of the Seventh Discourse 
(Ji ru'us ash-shuhur wa-falab al-abib) of Kirkisani’s Kitab al-Anwar (edited by L. Nemoy), 
IV, 789 ff. See further, HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 74c ff.. Alphabets 183 ff.; F. Kauff- 
mann’s dissertation, Traktat iiber die Neulichtbeobachtung und den Jahresbeginn bet 
den Kardern von Samuel b. Moses, containing the Arabic original of the Third Discourse 
of the early fifteenth-century Kitab at-Murshid by Samuel al-Maghribl, along with a 
German translation and a fragment of a Hebrew version of the work; the Sections 
JCiddush ha-Hodesh and Hebhdel Shanah mish-Shanah in the fourteenth-century code 
Gan ’’Eden (3 ff.) of Aaron ben Elijah; and the Section Kiddush ha-ffodesh in Elijah 
Bashyachi’s late fifteenth-century Addereth Eliyyahu, 1 ff. 

New insights are provided by the hitherto unpublished Book of Precepts of the 
eleventh-century Palestinian, Levi ben Yefeth (Leiden MS Warner No. 22). The 
first 196 pages of the MS deal with the calendar and the festivals. Several excerpts 
(from a microfilm copy of the work in my possession) will be offered in the course of 
this chapter. The publication of the whole work would, of course, enhance greatly 
our knowledge of Karaism in the “Later Golden Age” and of the Palestine-oriented 
subsequent generations of Karaites in the Byzantine Empire. 
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science, denoted freshly ripened ears of barley; the maturation of that 
crop in Palestine symbolized the advent of spring and, with it, of a new 
calendar-year. Thus, when found in any of the regions of the Holy Land, 
the abib would usher in the first month of Nisan and a new year would 
be proclaimed. Conversely, a delay in the appearance of abib would 
inevitably cause intercalation of the year and would lead to postponement 
of festivals, in flagrant contradiction to the mathematically computed 
Rabbinic calendar. 

THE CALENDAR: a SOCIAL AND POLITICAL RIFT 

The history of any religious sect, whatever the latter’s time and brand, is 
to a great extent a history of its calendar deviations. For such deviations 
have always been the most outstanding symptoms of the sect’s break with 
its normative environment or with the general body to which its members 
adhered originally. 2 Of course, differences of calendar are hardly the 
reason for secession; rather, they seal the separatist trend and constitute 
the group’s final declaration of self-determination and independence. 
Nevertheless, once embarked upon, calendar divergences cease to be 
mere reflections of the break-up of relations between the rebellious 
minority and the Mother Synagogue. They themselves become active 
ingredients in the ever more pronounced process of estrangement of the 
two factions, and widen almost irreparably the social rift between the 
opposing camps. 

Proximity of dwellings made the two separate time-frameworks 
governing the basically similar socio-religious activities of Karaites and 
Rabbanites a daily problem indeed. Imbued with a sense of an all- 
embracing Jewish unity, in spite of their differences, and conscious of 
the fateful interdependence between the status of all Jewry and the 
religious behavior of each segment in the Jewish society, the two neigh¬ 
boring parties could not help being sensitive to each other’s “error” in 
calendation. 3 Such error, they argued, caused one party to desecrate 
those days which to the other party were holy and which, therefore, 
were subject to different legislation and required different rules of 

2 Cf., for instance, most recently, S. Talmon’s “attempt to present the calendar 
controversy as a decisive factor in the formation of the Yahad as an organized 
social body cut off from the Jewish community,” in his “The Calendar Reckoning 
of the Sect from the Judaean Desert,” in Aspects of the Dead Sea Scrolls [= Scripta 
Hierosolymitam, IV], esp. 163 f. Similarly, cf. his “Divergences in Calendar Reckoning 
in Ephraim and Judah,” VT, VLH (1958), 48 ff. See also Ch. Rabin’s recent Qumran 
Studies, 77 ff., esp. 80 f. 

3 See the “Historical Premises,” above, esp. 36 f. 
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behavior. Disagreement on fixing the date of what otherwise was to both 
Karaites and Rabbanites one and the same festival would not only 
bring the usual conviviality between the two groups to a standstill on 
that occasion, but would sometimes even burst into an open feud. 

Indeed, opponents of Karaism could not fail to observe that, more 
than any other dissident doctrine, it was Karaism’s insistence on lunar 
observation and on the quest of ablb that gave the air of finality to Karaite 
institutional separatism. Hence, they did not hesitate to attack most 
vehemently this aspect of Karaite divergence from Rabbinism and to 
present it as being allegedly dictated by political expedience and sheer 
opportunism. 

And Jewry maintained that rule [i.e., the rule of precalculated calendation] always 
[claims Saadyah Gaon in a passage which was quite popular in Byzantium and demand¬ 
ed constant refutation on the part of local Karaites].'* This was the situation until 
the rise of the kingdom of Ishmaelites who innovated the principle of seeking the 
New Moon. It was in their days that ‘Anan, the Exilarch, stood up and strove for 
power, and he followed them [i.e., the Ishmaelites] so that they might help him. 
Then came Benjamin an-Nahawendi and modified some of ‘Anan’s pronouncements. 
Finally, people who claimed to be wise stood up and abolished calendar computation 
altogether. 5 

Another Rabbanite account of ‘Anan’s schism, evidently also quite 
extensively invoked in Byzantine anti-Karaite polemics—it was quoted 
and refuted by a twelfth-century Karaite historian in the Empire and 

4 The Saadyan text was quoted and refuted, for instance, by Yehudah Hadassi, 
the twelfth-century Byzantine Karaite scholar, in the latter’s Yehi Me'Oroth. A frag¬ 
ment of the work was published by Rinsker, Likkute tfadmoniyyoth, App. XI, 94 ff. 
See on it above, 30, note 8 (under §4), 51 f., note 66, 263, note 35. 

Most recently, M. Zucker claimed to have discovered in the unpublished Comment¬ 
ary on Genesis of Saadyah Gaon the Arabic original underlying the said account. 
Cf. Tarbiz, XXVII (1957), 78 f., and note 102* there. The adduced excerpt, however, 
is too short to serve as sufficient basis for comparison, and we shall have to await 
Zucker’s projected publication of the whole fragment. 

3 Likk&te. App. XI, 95: .nm ®pai> m lenm ms^a napt? no fan p mi 
naisri pa’is sai ,nr»V mass ermna l?nnai nsn nvntwi ppa!> amira nVun cm p# nasi 
panrn iVoai anrpsa a’aan p ’irma nasi .man nxpa t^m [nantnan-]. On the Karaites’ 
own admission of the special treatment accorded by the Muslim authorities to 
“those who fix the month by direct observation,” see above, 164 f., as well as in the 
last chapter, note 22. Cf. also the accusation reproduced above, 279 f., note 77. 

The consciousness of Karaite-Muslim similarity in cal end ary matters communicated 
itself to Muslim writers, too. Thus, both al-BirunI(in Sachau’s edition, Chronologie 
orientalischer VSlker, 59) and al-Makrizi (in De Sacy’s Chrestomathie arabe, 2nd 
ed., I, 92, top; French tr., 287) observed that ‘Anan fixed the months through eye- 
witnessing the New Moon Yl j Ji, • R has to be remembered that Muslim 

historians drew their information from Karaite sources. Cf. above, 38 ff. (and notes), 
and further in this chapter, 305. 
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thus preserved for posterity®—similarly saw in the calendar division 
the final proclamation of sectarian counter-institutionalism. 6 7 8 Not until 
he had the divergent modes of calendation explained to him, did the 
caliph acknowledge ‘Anan’s standing as an independent heresiarch. 

The religion of my brother [these are the words which the Rabbanite polemicist 
puts in the mouth of the founder of the Karaite sect when pleading for his skin in 
the caliph’s court] employs a calendar based upon calculation [of the time of the 
New Moon] and upon intercalation of ; leap-years by] cycles. Mine, however, follows 
the [actual] observation of the New Moon and [intercalation that is regulated by the 
ripening of] abib* 


CALENDARY STIPULATIONS 

Within the Karaite ranks proper, the adherence to the sectarian system 
of calendation assumed such importance that, in time, a clearly stated 
obligation to follow it was incorporated into the text of the Karaite 
marriage contract. Thus, the eleventh-century formula of kethubboth, 
current among the sectarian communities of Palestine, contained the 
following agreement between the bridegroom and the bride: 

And further they discussed and both of them agreed to observe the festivals of God 
by way of lunar observation and through the finding of abib in the Land of Israel. 9 

6 Cf. Hillutc haJf-Kara’im we ha-Rabbanim, in Pinsker’s Likkufe ff.admoniyyoth , 
App. XII, 99 ff. (see above, 29, note 7). 

7 The Rabbanite story was attributed by Pinsker and others to Saadyah Gaon. 
Cf. Likkufe, App, XII, 98; Poznanski, “Anan et ses dcrits,” REJ, XLIV (1902), 
166 ff.; idem, Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah, 73 f. See, however, Nemoy’s 
scepticism in the matter, “Anan ben David—A Reappraisal of the Historical Data,” 
Semitic Studies in Memory of Immanuel Low, 243 ff. Nemoy assumes an eleventh- 
or even a twelfth-century date for the quoted account. Cf. further his Karaite 
Anthology, 4. 

As far as the extant texts go, there is, indeed, no reason to assume common (Saad- 
yanic) authorship of both the account quoted in Yehi Me’oroth and the story cited 
in the Hilluk. Truly, there are some basic differences, if not actual contradictions, 
between the two reports. Since the Saadyanic origin of the first is not subject to doubt, 
a conclusion in the spirit of Nemoy’s objections seems inescapable. 

8 Likkufe, App. XII, 103: a’aani n-i’n mm bv ’mi msipn nasi pa&n !>» ’na m. In re¬ 
ferring to his “brother,” ‘Anan had in mind Hananyah, whom, according to the 
Rabbanite report, the heads of the Academies appointed to the office of exilarch as 
substitute for ‘Anan. 

The reliability of the whole story concerning the struggle for exilarchic succession 
was questioned recently by Nemoy. See the references to his studies in the last note. 
Nemoy’s reservations, however, seem hardly justified. Cf. my comments above, 
Introd., 13 f., and, most recently, Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, 
V, 210 f., 388 f. 

9 The formula was published by Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 168 ff. Cf. esp. 170: 
[3»n]fr’ paa a’aa asanai mvi n«aaa (bv )'*> -nvm na nn&’t? nan bv oma® nann’i lai Tin. 
See also Mann’s general remarks there, 137 and 139. 
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Actual contracts, drawn up originally in the Karaite community of 
Jerusalem in 1028-29 and in eleventh-century Ramlah, and preserved 
to this day, all conform more or less literally to the above formula. 10 True, 
no copy of a Karaite kethubbah from Byzantium has so far been recovered. 
Our only lead for the time under discussion is the report by HadassI in 
his Eshkol hak-Kofer. n Still, though hampered by Hadassl’s self-imposed 
literary mannerisms, such as acrostic and rhyme, the language of the 
passage is clear enough and undoubtedly reflects actual Byzantine usage: 

We have taken upon ourselves [reads the Byzantine kethubbah in Hadassl’s wording], 
as is proper, the observance of God’s festivals in conformity with all His command¬ 
ments, and the [seeking of the] abib which is to be found in the Land of Israel. A 
Divine oath be upon us by the Covenant of Mt. Sinai and by the Laws of Mt. JJoreb 
(which are in the Covenant of the people). 12 

While not mentioning explicitly lunar observation—such stipulation is 
surely implied in “the observance of God’s festivals in conformity with 
all His commandments”—Hadassi singled out here specifically the 
quest for abib as a religious obligation. Moreover, it seems that, however 
unprecise, the Hadassi text preserved the basic formula which was to be 
repeated by later Byzantine-inspired Karaite prayerbooks. I3 This formula, 
except for one late modifying twist to be discussed later in this chapter, 
may, then, go back to Hadassf s time or, possibly, to the still earlier 
decrees of the eleventh-century Karaite leadership in Byzantium. 

10 The Jerusalem kethubbah was published in Luncz’s Jerusalem, VI (1903), 237 ff. 
Cf. esp. 238: p-’xa a’aa xsnnai nvn n”tna nsm in®’® run VsCi) ...vbv Vap tist 
tni> ®tpo ]ksi -ipa i®a ba>A ’Sai [bin®’ p«a=] (reproduced in toto in A. Gulak’s Ofar 
hash-She{aroth, 56 f., No. 53, and partly by Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine, I, 
162, note 1, and by Assaf-Mayer, Sefer hay-Yishshub, II, I07a, No. 19). 

For the Karaite kethubbah of Ramlah, see Assaf, Tarbiz, IX (1937-38), 28 ff. 
(cf. also, 14), esp. 29: mt no®'® run (>bi -pi mam vino nanin n*.v® in’aoni nr> onn® nannn 
i>m®’ ptta a’aan ntfsoi nvn m’tn ^b n’wmptan o’limn. 

For the modification of the abib clause in the modem Karaite kethubbah, see our 
quotation below, 343, note 117, from the modem Karaite prayerbook (Eng. version, 
Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 283 f., esp. 284, under F.). 

11 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 13b, Alphabets 9-10. 

12 Ibid., Alphabet 10: .bn®* pxa asain a’aam psa ti'bv uVap vmsn bab 'ti Tinn mia® 
- 1 * 0 ® mnaa avn ’pnai ’no m mnaa u^s »n nsia®. 

The last clause (-pao n’naa) is, of course, a regular mannerism of Hadassi. See 
my comment above, 173, note 13. 

1} The modem formula is as follows: ’pnai >no in mnaa na(> mana na’i® unm isi tibi 
inn®* ptta a’a«n mnsaai nvn mtna D’®npan ’v nsrto mt yi»®!> ann m. Cf. the text of 
that paragraph and the pertinent references, below, 343, note 117. The impression 
is gained, on comparing the Hadassi passage and the Byzantine-formulated kethubboth 
in the prayerbooks with the eastern, Palestinian and Egyptian, formulae, that the 
expression a Tin »pnai ’no in n’-iaa is of Byzantine origin. Thus, Hadassi possibly 
preserved here the genuine wording going back to the formative years of Karaism 
in the Empire. 
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The importance attached to the proper observance of the Karaite 
mode of calendation was well manifested also in the cases of mixed 
marriages between Rabbanite and Karaite. An unequivocal assurance 
safeguarding the right of the Karaite party to persevere in his or her ca¬ 
lendar was specifically stipulated in the marriage contracts formulated 
for such occasions. Thus, the standard text of an interdenominational 
kethubbah, preserved in an eleventh-century Egyptian Karaite formulary 
and required of a Rabbanite marrying a Karaite lady, lists the following 
obligations of the bridegroom: 

He shall not bring into his house, as long as she is his wife, the fat-tail, or the two 
kidneys, or the large lobe of liver, or the flesh of a pregnant animal, or the bread of 
Gentiles or their wines and their abominations. 14 Further, he shall not light a candle 
on Sabbath eves and there shall be no fire in his house during the Sabbaths. He shall 
not sleep with her on Sabbaths and festivals the way he does on weekdays, and he 
shall not make her desecrate the [true] festivals of the Lord of Hosts as they fall in 
accord with lunar observation and the finding of abib in Palestine. For she belongs 
to the People of the Scripture [Anshe Mifcra' = Karaites] and adheres to their religious 
principles. 15 

Indeed, an extant twelfth-century contract of an actual intermarriage 
in Fusta{, Egypt, not only pledges mutual respect for the religious 
convictions of either party, but, for reasons peculiar to that specific 
case, puts a particular stress on the preservation of the Karaite calendar : 

And he [i.e., the Rabbanite bridegroom] took upon himself... not to desecrate in 
front of this [Karaite] wife of his the festivals of God, celebrated according to lunar 
observation ... ; and this lady took upon herself versus this husband of hers not to 
desecrate in his presence the festivals of our brethren the Rabbanites, as long as she 
will remain with him... ; and they both bound themselves sincerely, willingly and 
forthrightly to follow the custom of the Karaites [Bene Mikra’] who observe the sanctified 
festivals according to lunar observation and to the finding of abib in the Land of Israel. 16 

14 Under “abominations” (epaa) meals prepared by Gentiles are meant, no doubt. So, 
for instance, in Sahl ben Ma$liah’s Epistle, Likkufe, App. Ill, 32: on nspai oipPR -pm 
npnaaai aaapaa D’srann mpnnn ’i’a )s onn maipi n»ian pw 9k n9’aan Rnp ’ina d’rsv ... tnpn 

e|13B *>33 )R1SB i>3n "l®R on’^331 Bn’ni"P03. 

15 Cf. the text (ir3i9r !>jil>R ’9 r h’Rtpi>R fnaW on® nin), as preserved in the for¬ 
mulary (R-ipa >aa9 isa nans fisoa ntiO published by Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 
171 ff., esp. 173; also partly in Mann’s Jews in Egypt and Palestine, II, 211 f.: r9 ’bi 
r9i p»m ns 9 bi napa -wa r9i taan mrr r9i nv9sn ’n® r9i n>9>i w®r nrvna wa 9 r R’a’ 
na®n m)’9a u -psa’ r9i .obijb r9i [an’:« :)-x] oma’ r9i oinsn maa nn9 r9i mn nana 
n’na’ r9i 5 urn w ra>3® a»-man ’a’ai mnawn wa na» aa®’ mnawn ’a*a ®k waa n’n’ r9i 
R ipa ’®3RB R’n ’3 ,9 r-i®» y-ma a’aR Rsanai m’n n”Ri hi -i®r niRas '« ’tuia 9i9n bv nniR 
nn’m V»i. (For some of the other points stipulated here, such as those pertaining to 
Karaite dietary laws and to the problem of Sabbath candles, see the discussions above, 
265 ff., 285 ff., and esp. 288, note 106.) 

16 Mann, Texts and Studies, n, 177 ff., esp. 179 f. (partly also in his Jews in Egypt 
and Palestine, II, 212): nvn n**m # *» ’i»ia riR jiri th®r bs VVn’ r9® ...i®sj 9sr nanni 

m n®’R) n®sariRt no«n nnanm . .np®aai nVaana niouR’ r9i na® u n’)» p’)T> k9bi 
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Consideration for the Karaite mode of calendation was demanded 
even of the Rabbanite Nasi, David, the son of the Palestinian gaon 
Daniel ben ‘Azaryah, who in 1082 married the daughter of a Karaite 
notable in Fustat- In deference to the bridegroom’s position, however, 
the document as a whole was drawn up in Aramaic, unlike the regular 
Karaite kethubboth (or the aforequoted Rabbanite kethubboth issued 
to Karaite ladies) which were always phrased in Hebrew. Even here, 
however, the special paragraph safeguarding the Karaite lady’s freedom 
of sectarian observance was formulated in Hebrew. 17 Naturally, similar 
stipulations were contained in kethubboth made out by Karaite bride¬ 
grooms to Rabbanite ladies, although certain conditions (such as that 
pertaining to the Karaite prohibition of marital relations on Sabbath eve) 
could be dispensed with. 18 

Unfortunately, no comparable texts from Byzantium have been found 
so far and published. In fact, we even have no actual indication as to the 
relative prevalence, or the very occurrence, of Karaite-Rabbanite 
intermarriage in the Empire. Whatever the case, Byzantine Karaites 
surely followed the example of their Palestinian masters in the field of 

5s omaw mn :.. .inpwnai lVawsa mom ,vn/iwi ins anna ’»■> 5a n’lam wnn ’unn t>5s 55nn 
/ik B'mirn Ripn »aa an a a 5 s ians '1 me” yin risen wen n5w a5a rn*w bwbj 
5riw» p«a a’awi nR’sm rnvi n”m 5s D’wnpan tj’iswn. Incidentally, the stipulated 
arrangement of eventual inheritance, in the case of the lady’s death prior to her 
husband, was also in accord with the Karaite usage (ibid., 179, lines 31-32; on that 
point in the Karaite law of inheritance see briefly above, 255 f.). 

The reason for such special consideration of the bride’s religion and finances is, of 
course, to be sought in her great wealth and high standing in society. The widowed 
daughter of an apparently important Karaite personality (naa5Rn fin«i tnpwan ninnn 
in naaan iptn p nnso mn mss siwnn pm [Ri]an Rain naa na), she was now represented 
by a wealthy and highly respected member of the Karaite community (nsitn naaan ]ptn 
iwn pan nsie” ]s pan npis 1 ’ormi i’iki iwn Man [R3]ln [nwi]*ip [n5i]*is [n]Sa p pan 
ps urn laaan)- In regular cases, the rights of both parties were ensured in equal measure. 

17 Cf. the text in S. Schechter’s “Genizah Specimens,” JQR (O.S.), XM (1899-1900), 
218 IF., esp. 221 (Gulak, Ogar hash-Shefaroth, 33 f.. No. 29): r5w n'OTJ 5s 5’ap ms 

nnwnw nan 5s nnann 55nn k5wi n’5a 5aRn k5i naw i:a inn awns’ ki nwiaR n’waa rman5 
B’lsinn. See also above, 42, note 41, and, 288, note 106. For the Karaites' insistence 
on the exclusive use of Hebrew in all Jewish documents and for their criticism of the 
Rabbanite use of leshSn la‘az, cf. Hadassi, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 13a, Alphabet 8. 

18 Cf. the kethubbah appended by Assaf to his edition of Hai Gaon’s Sefer hash- 
Shefaroth, in Tarbiz, 1/3 (1930), Supplement, 57 ff. (App. II): >5aa Tina papa RaupRi 
5s ins ananni nn’mm 55ai nnuaisi nn’isw 5aa pain ni naw* k5w Kann ns* ia "pian p iwan 
im ’n* ma 5 r5i Kin i'5s bbnn k5i i5w mn. Similarly, cf. the fragment published by 
Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 170 f., esp. 171, where, to please the Rabbanite bride, 
the Karaite bridegroom drew up a kethubboth ha-rabbanim : k5w uass 5s ’n5apw ’c5 
Q.ia B'p’tnn D’aain iwk ’ism n'5s 55nR. 

On the problem in general, see the remarks of Assaf, op. cit., 55 f., and Mann, 
Texts and Studies, II, 156 fF. 
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marital laws as carefully as they did in the other fields from which 
Byzantine documentation is available. Hence, the importance attached 
to the preservation of the Karaite calendar in the whole Karaite world 
is well illustrated by the above examples, albeit these examples stem 
from Palestine and Egypt alone. 

"abib” and the saadyan campaign 
Since the two equally important factors determining the Karaite calendar 
—the search for abib in Palestine and lunar observation—are usually 
lumped together in the early texts, scholars have paid little attention 
to the fact that their history is not at all identical. It is, of course, beyond 
the scope of the present study to attempt a general account of how 
these two calendar determinants fared in the course of ages. However, 
some of the phases of their history are closely interwoven with the life 
story of Karaism in Byzantium; hence, they must occupy an integral 
place in our presentation of the formative years of the sect in the Empire. 

The first of these determinants, the Karaite abib system, with which we 
shall be concerned more fully in the succeeding pages, made the constant 
existence of a Karaite “observation point” in Palestine and the uninter¬ 
rupted flow of communication between it and the Diaspora a matter of 
practical necessity; indeed, it was a quasi-religious imperative. No wonder 
Karaite “Mourners of Zion,” appealing for the resettlement of Palestine 
as prerequisite for full Redemption, would partly base their argument 
on calendar requirements. Thus, the late ninth-century Daniel al-KLumisi 
reminded his coreligionists that the immediate return to Zion would 
enable the pious to perform the necessary on-the-spot observations in 
Palestinian fields with regard to the ripening of barley. The timely sighting 
of the abib would thus contribute to the correct dating of the first month 
(lishmor eth hodesh ka-abib be-itto) and reduce an important source of 
sin that stands in the way of Divine reconciliation with Israel. 19 

19 See Mann’s already-quoted “Tract by an Early Settler in Jerusalem,” JQR 
(N.S.), XII (1921-22), 257 ff., esp. 285, top:'« na [rosV]... m5i pap n-iBiai®' .ansi 
oa’Vs is b s !>k ni>:i waaina p Vsi .nnisa hobVi insa a 1 a a win ns nnrVi 
—-vw n«-p onit .nwroi Ion frmlls’ uvnt. See also above, 22, 55 (note 74), 187 (note 
70), and below, 310. 

Cf. also the hitherto unpublished section of the Byzantine Sefer ha-Other on 
Deuteronomy (probably excerpted from Yefeth ben ‘All or another Palestinian exegete), 
Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 82a: mmpa p« 5a onxpn ao’» .. .(V 'a oa) [*|o5a / ji is] raw 
D’TBinm a' a s n n i a s a mtan ’no. There also, 85b : vnnwn Imnw "ivPa 'a na nantn] 
a * a k i nav ma .(a «'»'aa). And again: 'at) mso n’®sm [.. .nma pan paSi'« ipk pa] 
a ’ a « a aaisa n5nn mat srraa 'na .(a’ «-■>. 

For a very detailed exposition of the practical aspects evolving from the search 
of abib in Palestine, cf, Levi ben Yefeth’s aoita naia, in his Book of Precepts, Leiden 
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No wonder, also, that it was on this point that the Karaites were 
locked in an all-out struggle with Saadyah Gaon, the implacable foe of 
any Palestino-centric ideology. 20 In explaining away the biblical mentions 
of abib as referring to the ripening of barley in Egypt, the gaon did, as 
it were, challenge the very raison d’etre of Karaism’s newly organized 
Palestinian counter-institutionalism, and met, quite naturally, with no 
less sharp and unequivocal rebuttal on the part of Karaite spokesmen. 21 
But his was not merely an anti-sectarian fight. Through the exegetical 
stand he had taken in the matter, Saadyah hoped to take the wind 
out of the sails of Palestino-centricism in general, whether it served the 
interests of Karaism or responded to purely Rabbinic conceptions. 22 

MS Warner No. 22, beginning with fol. 22b, bottom. The reader has surely noticed 
that our quotations do not antedate the latter part of the ninth century, i.e., the time 
when the Palestino-centric drive in Karaism was in full swing. We do not possess 
the appropriate portions of ‘Anan’s Sefer Mifwoth which dealt with abib legislation 
(although Harkavy, Studien und Mittheilungen, Vm, 147, ascribed to ‘Anan the 
peculiar etymology of the word abib which is cited in Hadassi’s Eshkol hak-Kofer). 
But we are apprised of ‘Anan’s position by KirkisanT, al-Biruni, and Makrizi. See on 
it further in this discussion, 305 f. (and notes 33-34). 

20 See above, Introd., 24. 

21 For the Palestino-centric orientation of the Karaites in their abib system of calend- 
ation and for their refutation of Saadyah’s arguments on this point, see the hitherto 
unpublished Book of Precepts of Levi ben Yefeth, Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 23b: 
't?* pas S’Sk pn 1 V 1 tnisa pa a’aa Vs win® Dnp» Vs on’Vs a”(in* *3 [n’iso=] mu tor mi 
tor misn aim i3S-itw -nsp a’aai ns-ia nsp:® ms rrapn ’a us» ’a n»o nr an .nma lar 1 ® a«n 
jsaa pa aiaa Vs sin ’lism arson ’a mo D’lpnn mson ana aar. Levi then proceeds to de¬ 
limit the borders of Palestine within which the found ears of barley may constitute 
legal evidence for the beginning of a new year. Cf. in the above MS, 26a fT. 

Also the eleventh-century Byzantine author of the already-quoted Exodus-Leviticus 
Anonymous emphasizes the Palestino-centricism of the Karaite calendar, in obvious 
refutation of Saadyah’s “Egyptian” argument. Cf. Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 46 a: 
’"It V® 3’3K Kin kVk D’130 V© 3’3K Kin kV 3’3Kn Dins B’KSl’ DftK ovn tor® nr ’3 sn. And 
further, on 46b: ’ovs ’131 -iaw* nn ...mK sir 'nr* pK 3’3kV B’-ip’ b’tob V® 3’3K’3 sn. 
An echo of the same debate can still be heard in Sefer ha-Osher on Deuteronomy, 
Leiden MS Warner No. 8,89a: ]S33 pan K’ni (kV to to®) 3’3k mistsn ’3 'a® D’iis®t»3’3Kni. 

Of the printed material, the passage in Aaron ben Joseph’s oft-quoted Comment¬ 
ary Mibiiar on Exodus, 19b, is usually invoked: torbi .. .3’3R wrn Kin ran ni ’3 umm 

]W33 pK 3’3K1 B’TOB 3’3K ’3 ’TISH D’TOB 3’3K3 Kin kVi .3’3Rn ]BT3 1#33 pR3 p MIS KSM 3’3Kn 
win m nn®3 B’anpV po ’3 a®n [nnsc~] ’mn’sm .Blip nnsn 3’3k ’3 nn’i’3 B’n» ®in3 anp 
1313 marsh nr j’R ’3 .Kin ids: 3 ’3 sn» kVi nn®w 133 ansa 3’3K ’3 itorb (a tto '3-i) 3’aan 
psa piR 3 ’ 3 K Vs pi. Cf, also Poznanski, Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah Gaon, 
77. See further the account of the anti-Saadyan debate in Bashyachi, Addereth 
Eliyyahu, Section Kiddush ha-Hodesh, Ch. XXXVI, 33c-d. 

(It is of interest to recall in this connection Benjamin of Tudela’s account from 
Egypt fed. Asher, I, 101; Eng. tr., 152]; awi it’33i oniron [D’hsna] D’hsip maai.) 

22 Thus, also the Rabbanite Mubashshir HallevI assailed Saadyah on the abib 
problem, refuting Saadyah’s attribution of biblical abib references to Egyptian crop. 
Cf. the interesting Kitab Istidrak, edited by Zucker, 48 (Arabic text), 105 f. (Hebrew 
translation and apparatus). 
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For, indeed, when viewed in historical, all-Jewish perspective, the 
Palestino-centric orientation of the Karaites in their system of calendation 
appears to have been, in a sense, a sui generis revenge of the Land of 
Israel for the hegemony that had been wrested from it by the Rabbanite 
leadership seated in Babylonia. This struggle was partly sectarian, inasmuch 
as the Karaites, having made Palestino-centricism since the late ninth 
century the central theme of their propaganda, succeeded in turning 
Palestine into their base of operation and became increasingly identified 
in the mind of Diaspora Jewry with the cause of Zionism. Even the 
originally Rabbanite term Abele Siyydn, i.e., “Mourners of Zion,” be¬ 
came gradually tinged with sectarian connotations and was finally equated 
with Karaism. 23 But, in the last analysis, the Karaite championship 
of Palestine and of a Palestinian-oriented calendar formed but a sect¬ 
arian extension of the age-long, basic struggle between the two great 
centers of Jewish spiritual and communal endeavor and the two divergent 
concepts of Jewry’s road and goal in history, 24 This struggle cut across 
both branches of Jewry (although it is true that it divided the Karaites 
to a lesser degree only), and confronted the respective territorial (i.e., 
Babylonian and Palestinian or Palestinan-led) segments of both Karaism 
and Rabbinism with an agonizing dilemma. 

REGIONAL CONTEST 

The fact that the calendar problems of the time were merely reflecting the 

Zucker’s basic conception of Mubashshir’s anti-Saadyan critique, at least as far 
as the points common to him and the Karaites are concerned, is, so it seems to me, 
unacceptable. The assertion that “only his zeal of criticism and of digging up contra¬ 
dictions made R. Mubashshir, the orthodox Rabbanite, attack Saadyah even on 
matters which constitute the fundamentals of Rabbanite-Karaite controversy” (Introd., 
2), ignores the great conflicts within the Rabbanite society of the time. These conflicts 
cut across party lines and created unusual combinations of foes and friends. See 
the “Historical Premises” above, esp. 41 ff. 

23 The earliest literary usage of the term among Karaites has been traced to Daniel 
al-Kumisi, in the second half of the ninth century. Cf. Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 
79, and note 44a; and above, 23. 

For the passages in question see now aUfumisi’s Pithron Shenem ‘Asar , 25 (ad Hos. 
14:8), 59 (ad Zeph. 3:12; see below, 310, note 43), 69 (ad Zech. 7:1-9). See also the 
expression p>x 5 k i5sRrm (57, ad Zeph. 2:3), 5 b D’5awi» r5i (61, ad Hag. 2:17; 
see below, 313, note 48), and D5m> 5 sr (34, ad Am. 3:15; see below, 312, note 46). 

Similarly, it is worth while to note here the conversions to Karaism of such Rabban¬ 
ite visitors in Palestine as Ibn at-Taras of Spain (Seder half-Kabbalah, Medieval Jewish 
Chronicles, I, 79), or the two Rabbanite brothers from Toledo who adopted Karaism 
in the city of Ramlah after having been ransomed from Byzantine captivity; cf. Assaf, 
“Sources for Jewish History in Spain” (Hebrew), Zion, VI (1940—41), 33 ff. [= Meko- 
roth u-Mefikarim, I, 106 ff.]. Also see Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine, I, 47 ff., 60 f. 

24 See above, 13 f. 
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broader issues of the “Palestine-versus-Babylonia” contest had become 
a truism in twentieth-century expositions of medieval Jewish history. The 
famous calendar dispute in the tenth century between Saadyah Gaon, 
the Egyptian-bom spokesman for Babylonia and for the diasporic 
view, and the Palestinian gaon Ben Meir, defending Palestinian prerog¬ 
atives, formed the last great intra-Rabbanite battle of this kind in the 
geonic era. 25 

Nevertheless, while regional differentiation and the ensuing contest 
between respective regional interests did not come as a surprise to 
students of Rabbanite Jewish society, no similar phenomenon is admitted 
up till now in the case of Karaites. With astonishing defiance of extant 
texts and of the general lesson of history, scholars hold on to a uniform 
conception of Karaism, the distances in time and place notwithstanding. 
At best, the time element would be taken into account: the life story 
of the sect would be divided horizontally, i.e., according to chronological 
periods in the sect’s development all over the Jewish world. No vertical 
division, according to geographical regions and their peculiar charac¬ 
teristics and interests, has ever been attempted. 26 Similarly—this goes 
without saying—never were the evident regional Karaite differences 
explained in terms of struggle of the given regions for hegemony in the 
Karaite world. Nor was the possible parallelism between intra-Karaite 
and intra-Rabbanite feuds in the same period and region ever pointed 

25 On this conflict cf. especially Bomstein’s comprehensive Hebrew essay, “The 
Controversy between Saadyah Gaon and Ben Meir,” in the Sokolow Jubilee Volume 
(1904), 19 ff., and the texts assembled there. See also Mann, Jews in Egypt and Palestine, 
I, 50 IT., where additional references are listed; H. Malter, Life and Works of Saadia 
Gaon, esp. Chapter IV, 69 if.; and Cassuto, “What Did Saadyah Gaon and Ben 
Meir Differ About?” (Hebrew), in the Hebrew Anniversary Volume Rab Saadyah 
Gaon, edited by J. L. Fishman [Maimon], 333 ff. See also, most recently, Baron, Social 
and Religious History of the Jews, V, 30 f. 

26 Thus, for instance, even when coining geo-chronological terms for the sake of 
periodization of Karaite history—such as ‘The Byzantine Period,' Lithuanian Epoch’ 
(Harkavy, Jewish Enc., VII, 443b and 444a), or ‘The Byzantine-Turkish Period,’ 
’The Taurido-Lithuanian Period’ (Poznanski, Hastings’ Enc. of Religion and Ethics, 
VII, 667a and 669b)—scholars intended, through admixture of geographical charac¬ 
teristics, to point merely to the successive geographic shifts of centers of Karaite com¬ 
munal and literary activity in the course of history. They were unmindful of the 
simultaneous regional differences within the framework of one and the same period. 

An important step in the right direction was implied in Mann’s division of his great 
thesaurus of Karaite materials, Texts and Studies, II, into three geographically oriented 
sections: ‘Karaism in the Near East,’ ‘Karaism in Byzantium, Turkey and the 
Crimea,’ and ‘Karaism in Lithuania and Poland.’ Owing, however, to the special 
character of Mann’s work, with its paramount emphasis on edition of texts rather 
than on a well-knit account of Karaite history on the basis of these texts, the above 
division, too, remained, in the last analysis, a technical framework only. 



THE STATEMENT OF LEVI BEN YEFETH 


303 


out. That such parallelism could reflect an actual Karaite-Rabbanite com¬ 
munity of cause in Babylonia, say, in opposition to the common stand 
of both Karaites and Rabbanites in Palestine (or in satellite regions), 
would, indeed, seem merely the wildest guess. 27 

And yet, the available indications to this effect are too striking to be 
ignored. In a future volume (to be devoted to the continuation of this 
story of “Karaites in Byzantium” from the First Crusade on), I intend 
to discuss what seems to have been a fateful struggle between the Byzan¬ 
tine and Egyptian branches of the sectarian movement for leadership 
of the Karaite world. 28 In the present connection, only the undeniable 
involvement of the Karaites of Palestine and Babylonia in taking oppos¬ 
ing positions on matters of calendation will be placed in the broader 
historical context of the “Palestine-versus-Babylonia” controversy. For 
it is noteworthy and hardly accidental that in the Karaite camp, too, 
the first breach in the Palestino-centric mode of intercalation was 
indeed made by the Babylonian branch of the sect. 

Jewry is divided on that point [i.e., on the method of declaring the advent of the 
crucial month of Nisari] into three differing groups [sums up Levi ben Yefeth, the 
early eleventh-century Palestinian Karaite jurist]. 29 The first group, comprising the 
majority community, are the Rabbanites, the followers of the mOlad [=the precal¬ 
culated birth of the New Moon], who are acting [in this matter] on the basis of com¬ 
putation. This is close to al-i'tidal [=the equinox], i.e., the time when the sun enters 
the Constellation of the Ram [=Aries]. And they do not search for the abib [i.e., for 
ripened barley] in conjunction with the beginning of their calendar-year. Thus it 
may happen that at one time the barley will mature prior to their [vernal] New 
Year, while another time it will tarry and appear later. 

The second group consists of people in the Land of Shine'ar [=Babylonia] 30 from 

27 This idea was expressed briefly, for the first time, in my “Some Aspects of 
Karaite-Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium on the Eve of the First Crusade,” PAAJR, 
XXIV (1955), 28-30. 

29 I hoped, at first, that the chapter dealing with the mutual relations between the 
Byzantine and Egyptian Karaites could be included in the present volume. See my 
“Elijah Bashyachi,” Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 64. However, structural and technical 
considerations made it advisable to shift this discussion into the framework of the 
next volume. That volume is to deal with the impact of the Crusades and of the destruc¬ 
tion of the sectarian center in Jerusalem on the consolidation and self-assertion of 
Byzantine Karaite leadership. Cf. also my brief comments in the Epilogue, below. 

29 Levi’s book was written about 1006-7. See the date in Lifctcufe, App. X, 90, and 
above, 227, note 44. Nevertheless, it described trends that set in much earlier. Our 
text here, as well as other sections of the book, show that Levi dealt with phe¬ 
nomena which were already a well-established reality in his own time. 

30 Paraphrasing Levi’s presentation (see below, 304, note 32), the fifteenth-century 
Elijah Bashyachi interpreted the name Shine'ar as Russia or the Crimea (Khazaria). 
This interpretation, however, dictated by the concepts of Bashyachi’s generation 
half a millennium after the actual events had taken place, is irrelevant in the present 
context. See below, 316, note 50. 
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among our brethren the Karaites. They follow the [computation of the vernal] equinox 
alone; yet, they stipulate certain conditions which are different from those stipulated 
by the Rabbanites. This is why we have listed this group as separated from the 

Rabbanites-Now, this second group does not inquire, nor search, for the abib 

at all; [its members simply] wait and do [the proclamation of Nisan] when the sun 
reaches the Constellation of the Ram .... 

The adherents of the third group [i.e., the Palestinian-oriented Karaites] observe 
[the New Year] on the strength of abib alone and they do not investigate [the position 
of] the sun at all. 31 

Further in the same context, Levi ben Yefeth dismisses the erstwhile 
fine distinction between the Rabbanites of Babylonia, “who proclaim 
intercalation through computation,” and the Babylonian Karaites, 
who actually do the same but “stipulate certain [special] conditions,” 
and states plainly: 

And the Karaites living in the Land of Shine'ar and in other far-away provinces followed 
the Rabbanites in [computing] intercalation, for they have found that in most cases 
the Rabbanite-computed intercalation of leap-years was correct. (However, the people 
of Palestine dissented on that point.) 32 

Now, we possess no exact dates for either the incipient stages or the 
culmination point of the above development reported by Levi ben 

31 Cf. the excerpt from Levi’s Book of Precepts, in Pinsker’s Likkufe, App. X, 

87 ff.,esp. 89 . The passage was printed by Pinsker in an abridged form. In the quotation 
to be given presently, the full text will be reproduced on the basis of Leiden MS Warner 
No. 22 , 19 a-b (the additional words or sentences will be marked off by parentheses; 
negligible grammatical variants will not be collated): .o’p^ri 'j nra 1 >hip’ 11193 
V# 1 p b ’ 1V i n n ’ i> b a 0 ’ a a i n □ m (o’am niniaii nn Rim ]iPHin) 'sn 

iptp trin n(>o Vtna pawn sian ipr ran sen 1 >rijibh 1 >r in anp sim paunn 
'a n i (aawm mw ms jibi bji:p phi nnp> a’ann mm [?ins] ms Jim) .onbp napn phi db a’asn 
Vridbr^r Vs 1 p s ’ psnpn 1 a ’ n a in i s a p f i r a o ’ p a h o m 0 apn pVnm) 
V b ibs 'in p V n m .nnn uns nimn ia bsn paam ’san iibir D’aaji onV p’ rabisi .1 a V a 
lasap 'psi .ppsm pVnn mam sneii).ips Va inis la’Vpm Vrijibho ipii rVi i a V a a ’ a r n 
V»i a’asn Vs ipb dViri .omirni mmon pi napn ’an’o p mat on ’a omasa 1910am omiam 
Sim. .onn’a papn) papnn in Vs ipb D’aam p D’annsn nnnm .(o’aipsm 1190 nn nnipnn 
*psa o’ms idp 9 ’i D’ap nas’ i’H o’nsn nspna D’aipsim Ji’apn ana a’asm Vrijibr Vs anp 
11 a s a ipii r V1 1V r p h V [iBap ’sip=] ’apn p V n n 1 .. .D’iai dbV mp’P nsa isi’ 
Vs ipb 'An pVnm ...nVe Vtna papn ns’a ns ipb’i iam on Vaa ips Va a’asn 
(ip» ba papn ipii r V1 a’asn. 

32 Cf. Likkufe, App. X, 90 (the last clause, put in parentheses, is supplemented 
here from Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 22a): maipan ispai map psa ips psipm 
oms 19 ’Vnm) ovisn mama nia’an onVp nnaisan ihsb ’a nasa paam nns inn mpimn 
(Vrip’ pa ’Pas. This is also the way Elijah Bashyachi understood Levi’s passage 
when reporting its contents in Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Kiddush ha-Bodesh, Ch. 
XXXIV, 31c: jiVnna nVnn 0 ’jnana i’.i map psa D’sipn mV.ipp nn’ i'aa ’ib 'i oann ibri 
O’ aain d’pibp nasn ]ia»na on da lapaa p nnsi noipnn ’9 Vs napn. 

It is interesting to note that Bashyachi did not conceive Levi’s report as a mere 
statement of fact but as pointing to an actual feud between the Palestino-centric 
aA/b-seekers and the Diaspora-minded party. Cf. loc. cit .: mass [map ’RipV=] onV P’i 
’iV ’an oann oi’atnp no ’na db’Vb niaso iraanV p oa p’i onsi jibrV. Bashyachi proceeds then 
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Yefeth. Nevertheless, the available circumstantial evidence permits a 
fairly plausible reconstruction of the said Babylonian Karaite estrange¬ 
ment from the Palestinian orientation in calendar science. 

Of course, such a reconstruction forms, strictly speaking, a chapter in 
the history of Babylonian and Palestinian, rather than Byzantine, 
Karaism. Since, however, the task has never yet been undertaken, it 
cannot be shirked in the present connection. For it is against the back¬ 
ground of the Babylono-Palestinian relations within the Karaite camp, 
as mirrored in the abib problem, that the different pattern of attitude 
to Palestine, manifested by Byzantine Karaism, can be fully understood 
and appraised. 


THE BABYLONIAN “ABIB” DEVIATION 

In the first place, the chronological sequence of the process should be 
considered. The striving for exemption from the duty of checking on the 
state of crops in Palestine before determining the New Year in the 
Diaspora could not have arisen among Babylonian Karaites at a very 
early date. The beginning of the trend must be placed only after the 
early decades of the ninth century have passed. For it was not before 
the latter half of the eighth, and the first decades of the ninth century 
that the abib principle was actually formulated (or revived) by ‘Anan 
and his successors in Babylonia and Persia, as a rallying cry of anti- 
Rabbanite dissent there. 

Now, true to ‘Anan’s general Babylono-centricism, also his calendary 
doctrine was evidently formulated from the standpoint of a Diaspora 
Jew seeking the basis for full Jewish living outside Palestine. Indeed, 
Arab historians, who, in general, paraphrase Karaite literary and oral 
traditions, did preserve an information which was let to fall into oblivion 
by later Karaite literature itself. As I understand al-Biruni and Makrizi, 
‘Anan admitted also the finding of ripened barley in Babylonia as sufficient 
evidence for fixing the New Year. 33 Nevertheless, the Diaspora-minded 

to summarize the debate on the basis of Levi’s Book of Precepts (cf. an excerpt of that 
debate below, 321, note 52). Cf. also Gan ‘Eden, 14d, and the discussion of Babylonian 
“doubts” (nipso) there by Aaron ben Elijah, 17b f. 

33 Thus, both al-BIrum (ed. Sachau, 59) and MalfrizI (in De Sacy, I, 92) state 
clearly that ‘Anan r UI 3 j\^\ y, J ^\ J\ y 
(by ash-Shorn, of course, Palestine is meant). Mahler’s recent objections, on the 
ground that “the Karaite writers—true, those of later generations—speak of Palestine 
alone,” and that al-Biruni “erroneously added Irak [= Babylonia] of his own 
imagination,” are, surely, well in line with Mahler’s conception of ‘Anan as a 
Palestino-centric nationalist, but have no documentary support. In fact, Mahler 
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heresiarch would not utterly forsake the geographic-Palestinian charac¬ 
teristic of abib as a calendar determinant; he made the collecting of 
preliminary climatic and agricultural data from Palestine a legal prere¬ 
quisite for the ultimate fixing of intercalation in Babylonia on the 
basis of native Babylonian crops. 34 This equivocal attitude surely paved 
the way for those radical ninth- and tenth-century Karaite Babylono- 
centricists who, while preserving abib as such, would take “a certain place 
in Baghdad” as an acceptable basis for their preliminary observations 
as well; for “they assert [says ICirkisanI] that it was tested and was 
found to be the same as Palestine.” 35 But, whatever the later reper¬ 
cussions, such complete independence from Palestine was hardly envi¬ 
saged by the eighth- and early ninth-century Founding Fathers of 
Karaism in Babylonia. 

Moreover, the corresponding situation within Babylonia’s Rabbanite 
camp also could not fail to affect the calendary concepts and practice 
of the early Babylonian sectaries. The initial diasporic Karaite concession 
of a Palestinian preference in matters of calendation, notwithstanding 
’Anan’s inherent Galutho-centricism, must surely have gained strength 
from the parallel stand taken by contemporaneous Babylonian Rabbinism 
on the question of Rabbinism’s own (precalculated) calendar in the 
Diaspora. As late as the mid-ninth century the Rabbanites of Babylonia 
did not insist on sovereignty in the field of calendation. Even while the 
forceful Babylono-centric campaign of Pirkoi ben Baboi and his disciples 
for suppression of Palestinian-sponsored practices was in full swing, 36 
no infringement was attempted on the traditional prerogatives of Palestine 
in shaping Jewish calendar policy. Indeed, no more than eighty-five 
years prior to the famous Saadyah-Ben Meir controversy, a Babylonian 

himself is aware that only Karaites “of later generations” subscribed to Palestinian 
exdusivism. Cf. Mahler’s Half-Zara'im, 133, note 99. 

34 Such information had to be gathered well beforehand, so that the necessary 
decision be made in Babylonia on time. This is, probably, why ‘Anan (according to the 
Arab historians as well as to the Babylonian Karaite Kirlpsani) placed the preliminary 
Palestinian inquiry in the closing week of Shebdf (i.e., the eleventh Karaite month) 
rather than in the customary twelfth month of Adar. In that manner, when, say, a 
negative response would arrive in Babylonia from Palestine some weeks later, the 
subsequent month would be proclaimed a Second Shebdf. The month thereafter {Adar) 
could, then, be confidently looked upon in all regions of Jewish Dispersion as the 
last month of the year, ushering at its close a new Karaite calendar-year commencing 
with Nisan. CL, in addition to al-Biruni and Makrizi, Kitab al-Anwdr of KirkisanI, 
I, 53 (Eng. tr., HUCA, VII [1930], 384); IV, 843. See also Harkavy, Studied und 
Mittheilungen, VIII, 124; Fiirst, Geschichte des Karderthums, I, 47. 

35 Cf. Kitab al-Anwdr, I, 61 {HUCA, VII [1930], 393); IV, 838. 

36 See my brief comments above, 12 f., 21, 33 (note 15). 
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exilarch—a contemporary of the Karaite Benjamin an-Nahawendi—did 
not hesitate to admit that in all calendar problems 

we—[i.e., the Rabbanite authorities in Babylonia]—always rely on them [on the Pales¬ 
tinian (taberim or bene fuibiirah, i.e., accredited scholars], so that Jewry should not 
split into several sections. Hence, I, and the heads of the [Babylonian] Academies, 
and the [Babylonian] scholars and all Jewry rely on [instructions concerning] inter¬ 
calation that are sent out on behalf of the [Palestinian] baberim. 31 

In brief: Whether calendation be precalculated by Rabbinic author¬ 
ities of the Holy Land, or based, as in the case of the Karaites, on 
annual observation in Palestine of agricultural phenomena, the respective 
efforts of both Rabbanites and Karaites of Babylonia to free themselves 
from the bonds of such Palestinian-determined calendar systems did 
not antedate the fourth or the fifth decade of the ninth century. They 
may, in fact, have started a decade or so later. 

So much for the approximate terminus a quo of the situation described 
by Levi ben Yefeth. Conversely, the culmination of the above trend 
within the Karaite camp must have taken place long before Levi’s 
writing his Book of Precepts in 1006-7 c.E. For, however prejudiced, 
the passages adduced above from the code of Levi ben Yefeth leave no 
doubt as to the fact that the Babylonian Karaite deviations in the field 
of calendation were already of extended existence. Even those sections 
of the code which still cling to the literary form of a debate between 
Babylonian and Palestinian Karaism ca nn ot obviate the impression that 
here is merely a post factum dissection of the problem, devoid of any 
practical application; 38 as far as actual practice goes, it appeared the 
break had been final long since. 

Obviously, then, local Karaite self-assertion in Babylonia versus the 
Palestinian-dominated abib method of intercalation reached its peak 
a considerable time prior to 1006-7. When Levi and his colleagues 
grudgingly conceded the rift, they simply lent Palestinian Karaism’s 
belated recognition to a fact which for the Karaites of Babylonia had 
been an ever more widely known and accepted reality for some two or 
three generations. The conclusion, insofar as chronology is concerned, 
thus seems inevitable: Babylonian Karaism began deviating from the 
Palestinian abib system and espousing Rabbinical computation of the 

31 Cf. the letter written in 835 c.E., as published by Mann, Jews in Egypt and 
Palestine, II, 41 f., esp. 42, lines 14-17: nniM nmiK p’3BO fvpto 

pi’Wn ’iap>V Yiinpin maw V# panea Vai pan nn«a’nn »tnni turn- Cf. also 

Mann’s comments there, 1,52 f., and, most recently, Baron, Social and Religious His* 
tory of the Jews, V, 31. See also below, 350, note 137. 

38 A sample of such debate is contained in the quotation given below, 321, note 52. 
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New Year some time in the middle and the second half of the ninth century 
and made it a well-established practice during the early decades of the 
following century. 

AGAINST PALESTINIAN SUPREMACY 

Now, the time bracket in which we have witnessed the tendency of 
Babylonian Karaism to free itself from a practice embodying (in a 
Karaite way, of course) the traditional supremacy of Palestine over 
Babylonia in matters of calendation, cannot be accidental. The fact 
that this tendency falls exactly within the period be ginni ng with the 
mid-ninth and climaxing in the early tenth century demands an expla¬ 
nation. It cannot be justified by merely pointing to the steady and 
undisputed decline of Karaism in the eastern regions. The Karaites 
of the East, however weak, successfully resisted over many ages to come 
the encroachments of Rabbinism in matters they deemed essential. 
They even persistently repudiated, we recall, such Rabbanite-tinged 
innovations and reforms—e.g., lighting Sabbath candles—as were found 
acceptable to their stronger coreligionists in fifteenth-century Byzantium 
and Turkey. 

Nor, for that matter, can the undeniable difficulties resulting from 
geographical distances alone take the blame for the calendar deviation 
of Babylonia’s Karaites. The same difficulties, after all, existed also 
generations earlier, when the Palestino-centric principle was proclaimed 
or restored in the first place, i.e., in the time of ‘Anan and his immediate 
successors in Babylonia and Persia. The cry of distance would, of course, 
be raised by Babylonian Karaite spokesmen and reiterated time and 
again whenever reasons were advanced against the continuation of the 
abib system in the Diaspora. Indeed, an echo of that argument rever¬ 
berates as late as the beginning of the eleventh century in the Book of 
Precepts of Levi ben Yefeth. But the argument was vigorously combatted 
by exponents of Palestino-centricism; the latter were quick to show 
that it was a secondary issue only, which had to be viewed against the 
broader background of the Palestine-Diaspora relationship. 39 

It seems, then, that the key to the understanding of the particular 
development in the relations between Babylonian Karaism and Palestine, 
as it was reported by Levi ben Yefeth, does not lie in this or that argument 

39 Cf. the excerpt from the Leiden MS of Levi’s Book of Precepts, as quoted below, 
321, note 52. For ‘Anan’s solution of the difficulty accruing from the distance of Baby¬ 
lonia from Palestine, see my interpretation above, 306, note 34. 
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advanced by the parties. Rather, it may perhaps be sought in the 
very chronology of that development. For, significantly enough, the 
span of time in which we have placed the growth and maturation of the 
Babylonian Karaite estrangement from Palestinian-oriented calendation 
brings to mind two other important processes whose growth and climax 
also belong in the self-same chronological framework. 

One is the intensification of the intra-Rabbanite struggle between 
Palestine and Babylonia over hegemony in the Jewish world. This 
struggle, too, as we have seen, invaded the field of calendation not 
before the mid-ninth century. Similarly, it also culminated in the early 
20’s of the tenth century. It was then, we remember, that the well-known 
calendar controversy came into the open, involving Saadyah Gaon, in 
defense of the Babylonian view, and Aaron ben Meir, championing the 
Palestinian cause. 

The other is an intra -Karaite process. It concerns the practical implica¬ 
tions of the Palestinian Karaite centralistic ideology as manifested in 
the movement for emigration and settlement in the Holy Land. This 
movement, too, belongs exactly to the period in which the depicted turn 
in Palestino-Babylonian relations within the Karaite camp was effected. 

Now, the Saadyah-Ben Meir dispute was already alluded to several 
times in the course of this study. Its details and broader co mm unal 
significance have been abundantly discussed by scholars and need not 
be gone into again. On the other hand, the parallel growth of the sectarian 
center in Palestine merits more than a passing comment in this connection. 
Indeed, it was, we remember, during those seventy years covered by the 
present inquiry (from the middle of the ninth century on) that a strong, 
nationalistically minded Karaite community had arisen in Jerusalem 
under the spiritual guidance of Daniel al-Kumisi and his disciples. 
And it was Daniel al-Kumisi who, a century before Levi ben Yefeth, 
first accused “some [Babylonian) Karaites” of having forsaken the 
abib altogether. 40 

CONDEMNATION OF THE “EXILIC WAY OF LIFE” 

Itself composed of immigrants from Babylonia and the eastern provin¬ 
ces, the leadership of the new Jerusalem center opened a powerful 
campaign against those who chose to stay behind, deliberately identifying 
true Judaism (i.e., Karaism) with Palestine and condemning any and all 
form of diasporic life and worship. There were, of course, in the Diaspora 

40 See the text above, 220, note 29: a’SK nnnw nnw mpn »}>soa on. 
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some numerically negligible exceptions, pietists who showed unusual 
immunity to the destructive effects of exilic living. In general, however 
[so ran the argument], diasporic worship was inherently doomed to 
degenerate into a “commandment of men which is learned by rote” 
(Isa. 29:13). This in the Karaite legal jargon was, we remember, another 
way of saying that worship in the Diaspora was bound to “turn Rabbinic.” 

Alt the generations of Dispersion [doroth galuth\ to this very day are called “children 
of harlotry" [such is Daniel’s unqualified verdict on the basis of Hosea 2:6]. For they 
all are trained in evil, [being] disciples of the Teachers [ ham-melammedim ] who mislead 
Israel through the commandment of men which is learned by rote. 

Indeed [says Daniel], 

the people of Dispersion [anshe galuth] did add foolishness [to the misconduct of 
their Judaean ancestors] in that they learned from the [Rabbanite] sinners to sin and to 
despise just pronouncements and to insult the righteous. [Only here and there], just 
one out of the many may possibly leam from the pious the way of piety. [Alas], 
this is why our Exile has lasted so long! 41 

As against the hopelessness of the diasporic position, settlement in 
Palestine was capable of offering an all-out solution to the practical 
problems of correct religious observance, Daniel argued. 42 In addition, 
it vouchsafed survival until the time when the Hour of Redemption 
would strike: Unlike the proud and mighty [of the Diaspora] who would 
not shrink even from identifying “Zion” with “Babylonia,” the humble 
handful of pre-messianic pioneers of the Abele ISiyyon group in Jerusalem 
will surely live to see the Divine Promise come true. 43 Indeed, they will 

41 Of the many passages which could be cited to this effect from the extant works 
of Daniel al-Kumisi, a few examples only can be given in this connection. They will 
be cited here from his newly edited Pithron Shenem ‘Asar. 

Cfi, for instance, 2 f. (ad Hos. 2:6): ’nb’ isnpinm bi’,n na aba niba.n min 'a 
nnnba d’bjk msna ban®’ n« o’annn D’nnbnn ’n’nbn am mob a b a >a nuut. (Character¬ 
istically, al-Rumisi uses here the term “Teachers” which was the preferred title of 
Karaite scholars. Cf. above, 185, note 64, and my “The Correspondence of Tobias 
ben Moses,” 21. See also below, 313, and note 48.) 

Cf. further, Pithron, 7 (ad Hos. 4:15): pa D’atnm in mabb nbia worn nibi ’® iai 
li’niba min p ban Q’t'orm non inn niab’ D’ana nna ’biai D’pns epnbi pns nan a’annbi. And 
on p. 16 (ad Hos. 10:2): [nnal'ba [d’]'®ir msnb anibaa on ai® nniaab '.n nniaan ,oab pbn. 
And, more specifically, on pp. 21 f. (ad Hos. 12:12): nban nnann »a n»>n lb a inns’ Din 
... I’R’aa ’n’ ba anb a’®n p bai n’b’bab jrsi npa inat’i D’nrw oviba anaiafi ouiwanb nan 
anb nibaa maab iann onn ba biaab *b aianb ... ,paaspba Rina mbia mnata p. 

On the derogatory expression nnnba o’Bis man, see above, 284, note 94. See also 
Wieder, JJS, IV (1955), 24 f. 

42 See, for instance, above, 299, note 19, regarding the question of abtb. 

43 Cf. al-Kumisi ad Zech. 2:11 ( Pithron , 63): d’3®v an® p’s ’ja ba nnR ,’oban p’s ’in 
baa a®v.n ]r>s R’,n >a sin p sbi .]wt baab Rnp >a mnR n’ii®ni .nbaa mbia. See further the 
Zephaniah Section, Pithron, 59 (ad Zeph. 3:12): n,n .'n 0 ®a lorn bm ’ia na Tanpa »nna®m 
ban®’ mna® la im’ ab »a aim ova d’ri bab ’iki .pat ’baa n’lia. 
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enjoy the right of precedence in the order of Redemption. For those who 
settled in the Holy City prior to the general exodus “into the wilderness 
of the peoples” (Ez. 20:34-35) shall be saved first. 44 

It will come as no surprise that in the standard list of transgressions, 
characterized thus by the Palestino-centricists as intrinsically connected 
with the pattern of exilic living, the deviation from the Palestinian- 
determined calendar repeatedly occupied a position of prominence. 
Significantly, however, Daniel al-Kumisi, active more than a century 
before Levi ben Yefeth, fails to specifically accuse the Babylonian 
Karaites, qua Karaites, of following the Rabbanite calendar, the way 
Levi does. Rather, in the calendar question also he remains faithful to 
his black-and-white diagram of Jewish living. He outlines two major 
ways of life: the “exilic,” which, even though it may include Karaites, 
is inevitably Rabbanite-inspired, and the “true” way, which is that of 
the Karaites of Palestine. Employing the deliberately vague term anshe 
galuth , People of Dispersion, al-Kumisi consciously lumps together all 
brands of diasporic Jewry, making the Karaites, half-Karaites, etc., 
line up along with the rank and file of the Rabbanite population. They 
all are taken to task for deciding that “it is better for us to follow the 
rabbanim [by which the official Rabbanite leadership is meant] and 
[to celebrate] the festivals as determined by calculation.” 

"Call his name Lo-ammi [=Not My People]” (Hos. 1:9)—this prophecy [decides 
al-Kumisi] refers to the period after the Israelite and Judaean exile unto this very day, 
all through the years of Galuth, for the People of Dispersion [anshe galuth ] have 
forsaken God’s Torah and have gone astray after the commandment of men which is 
learned by rote and after false festivals. 

Paraphrasing finally the famous words of Malachi, the Palestino-centric 
leader raises the calendar difference to the rank of a symbol of the 
nation’s tragic split: 

“Have we not all one father?” (Mai. 2:10)—and he is Jacob. “Hath not one God 
created us?” (ibid.)— and He is our Lord Jehovah. “Why do we deal treacherously 
every man against his brother?” (ibid.)—changing [the dates of] God's festivals and 
His commandments, so that there is a divergence between a man and his brother? 45 

In other words: Rather than view Jewish society the world over as 

44 Cf. Daniel’s comment on Habbakuk 3:3, Pithrdn, 54: in ms -ipr *s visin Rin nr 
nsp [’'ks= 1 nan i>n»i ,(tV' s 'tro) msnan in nsnR ’nsspn [sin]is ,D’ian in O’sspa on nsinn 
nawiHs min» ’toiR n« 'n srenm [ailfisi ,tons» m> ?n ntowa [i]mai» am nsnas r^ ipn tonm 
(r S'» '»nsr). Further in the same chapter (ad Hab. 3:15), Pithrdn, 56, Daniel repeats the 
idea again: nn»V» ris’ nsi n’Vsm’a naiwins D’lrnan rmn> ’VnK vn* ’toa ’nan taism mnsi. 
This was, in fact, implied already earlier, when commenting on Joel 3:4, Pithrdn, 30: 
^Rn®’ aotr tor Vkib” nxp nan nnR ns nv toa [si]/is ntor ^s. 

45 Cf. Pithrdn Shenem ‘Asar, e$p. on the Book of Hosea. See, e.g., 1 (ad Hos. 1:9): 



312 


CALENDAR FEUDS 


split on the question of calendation (and of other observances) according 
to an all-embracing religious allegiance, sectarian or orthodox as the 
case may be, al-Kumisi sees it breaking up into two camps along a 
central Historico-Geographical Divide—Palestine versus the Diaspora. 

This uniquely sharp and radicalist presentation by the al-Kumisi 
school of religious and ritual divergences as a basically regional issue 
was blended with an equally extremist and indiscriminate generalization 
along social lines. 

Woe to you, o Rich Men of Dispersion and the Wealthy of Israel in Babylonia, 
you who plant gardens and orchards [in the Diaspora] and establish summer-houses 
for yourselves ..., and forget God’s Torah and the Mourning of Jerusalem. Your 
money shall be an abomination at the End of Days and the retribution for [your] 
sins will descend upon you. 46 

For just as living in the Diaspora tends immanently toward Rabbanite- 
inspired ways and practices, so it is also immanently centered on business 
and commercial pursuit and makes the amassing of riches man’s para¬ 
mount preoccupation. No wonder, then, that the “Rich of the Diaspora” 
assist the Evil [Rabbanite] Shepherds in “deprecating the glory of the 
[Divine] Co mm andments and in permitting that which is forbidden.” 47 

»p i k iats ’3 pai> w !>a run Bim is mum ^ktp’ m^a ’ann^ nroaa ton abb r!> vats' Rip 
a p p nnai ma^a oasix nisa nnn ismi 'n mm nx m i> a (for the last word see 
Urbach’s correction there, note 13). And further, 3 {ad Hos. 2:7): tannin m i> a »p l k l 
nuiapna B’lJisi B’lnaa ’ a n n naW ia> aio. 

See further, 8 {ad Hos. 5:8): nvin >3iii^r insp’i nm Tam p non ni> ni^aa Di*m 
mmn mspai *n ’i»m »3n b bv onKap nbi non r5i d •> a r a t. Cf. again, ibid., 9 f. 
(orfHos. 6:8): m riTin iaonn n*aa m nanfca >rip nans *a umbaa nm nim *a *)Ri 
imisai in Bini. And onp. 11 (ad Hos. 7:11-13): ...B’ian !>a !>s B’lSPa nii>a ’Pirn 
misa iaon mtoa ounmon ...imisai m snm o ” n an r nan ’ a id n dh’ipi 
a p p >is i a a i tp5>na an ’iaib And again, 19 {ad Hos. 11:7): no bi spin nxiai nRt 
B’lsiai nisa rjlb n namn p Rbi naipa "pi nnab an’Bia »a ,. .n l i> a. And p. 20 {ad- 
Hos. 12:2): aais rma B.vmpm Bnn Bin ipr [nial'^a [B’pI'ir nisa B’Pis am^aa on.Simil¬ 
arly, Ptthrdn, in the section devoted to Haggai, 61 {ad Hag. 2:14): r(> n mm n ijri 
n b r ’ i b i b r b l trta nap ianp\ And, finally, Pithron, 78, when commenting on Mai. 
2:10: > b n n b .vmta pat laaa »na .livfrR m .unaa ms ^r r^i ops’ .iai>ai> inn ax x^n 

ima pai pat in rjibn bmab imisai ' n »t si a. 

46 See Pithron on the Book of Amos, 34 {ad Am. 3:15): oab ’ir »a «]Ri ...pn ma 
inapm .. .f’pn ma B’l’aai B’omoi nm *boii 1> a a a 1> r i p ’ ’T’psi m^a »i’ps r’ 
aa’^s nuiB napn manna nm’ oasoa .b5pit’ !>ani [m mm :^-s] nmm. The same idea 
is expressed earlier, in the Hosea Section, 14 {ad Hos. 8:14): ni^aa inap’i >kip’ nap’i 
ips nxi ^ai [b’]'ohdi mm ni^avn maxn ua*i niaap mat «bi btbp»i B^a’i bts* tpr m ar 
(r 'o spin) 1>rip’ napn i>R i’mn [ai]fia p ton mtoa bpsi nrrapto 

47 Cf. Pithron Skenem ‘Asar, 21 {ad Hos. 12:9): btpbb B’[n]oian n l (> a nno 
woaaai urn s’sm umssa ms 5ai asn saai fsnb tpis nipsb »a»i »b ia^ aio nfcn nan Bnmninoai 
Iorji »a t> 93 B’l’ [am]3a mmo mpsi> ia’i>s n n i b a » p a r max’ oai.. .ms mo unsa’ ttb as 
(bp) "p aioi i’tpr aan p (>si '.a nisa mps Kin -psa sw pans ’a ibt» nbi .(a map '!mn). 

Further, ibid., 72 {ad Zech. 10:3): an .B’lmB.a .mi>i »sia an .’dr nan B’Bian ^b 
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Thus, Jewish worship in Dispersion, through the very nature of exilic 
living, turns into “worship of wood and stone, of silver and of gold.” 
Ruefully Daniel takes stock of the situation in the Jewry of his time, 
a situation resulting from the diasporic orientation of all segments of 
that Jewry. 

Alas, as for our present position in our Galuth—God has hidden His face from us; 
His name is desecrated among nations; we have neither a prophet nor a priest nor a 
true Teacher; the Temple of God is desolated and profaned by all kind of uncleanliness. 

[At that very time], ail Jews are trailing after their merchandise, bent on piling up 
silver and gold by way of lies and robbery, of wickedness and deceit; [they partake of] 
wine and intoxicating drinks and of all [sorts of] abomination. Indeed, neither do 
sighs fill their hearts at the [protracted] Exile nor do they mourn for Zion or worry at 
God's wrath against us and against the whole earth, even as it is written (Isa. 53:6), 
“All we like sheep did go astray.” Thus we all resemble he who is unclean..., truly, 
we all are defiled. 48 

There is a solution, however [thinks al-Kumisi], one solution alone: 
Exodus from the Diaspora to the Holy Land, adoption of the pietistic 
practices anchored in Palestinian conditions, and complete disavowal 
of the diasporic way of life. 


DIASPORIC DICHOTOMY 

The revolutionary enthusiasm of al-Kumisi’s Palestino-centricism 
communicated itself, so it seems, to modern students of Karaism as well. 
The Palestinian orientation and the actual settlement of al-Kumisi and 
his colleagues in Jerusalem were accorded a warm reception by Karaitic 
researchers. This favorable attitude, let it be added, was no mere reflection 
of present-day predilections; it was definitely justified on objective 
grounds, too. 

Al-Kumisi personally, his ideology, and the general activity of his 
school truly are a most original and creative phenomenon in Karaite 
history; they are a fascinating subject-matter to study. Moreover, the 

■noun jir rwi'i on’5s msnn vns is min-in ’-ins jvAji n' is #. Urbach emended 

mas to read isia, i.e., “burden of Commandments” (cf. note 21a ad he.) Cf. also 
earlier, 16 (ad Hos. 10:1): mnats ninam in -iwa map lain nnm dips aria om5ia dji 
n»N ’n5R r 55 m-is! nmain. 

48 Pithron, 63 (ad Zech. 2:1-4): arm t)03 pm p jvnasa m5aa 5 r"w? mils on. And 
earlier, in the Hosea Section, 13 (ad Hos. 8:12): pm fra m5aa ms mias; 
or p. 23 (ad Hos. 13:2): tr-ina D’h5r /mass m5i nwirn ’a -|S’nn5. 

For Daniel’s gloomy summary of the Jewish position, cf. Pithron, 61 (ad Hag. 
2:17): r5i pa r5i maa r5 ia5 pm nma 55wn ’ntri unn run 'n -pnon '3 uvulas nrn nrn ’a t)Ri 
np®a ann tpa -nas5 omm-nnoa mum 5 ris■> *>31 nans 5aa RttnJi bmp 'n tnpni jibr laba 
^sp ’a D’aRin r5i p’s 5s o’VaRnn r5i oaa5a m5a nnaa r5i masnn 531 -i3tn p’i nmni-pm V>iai 
D’xnn labai . ,.ia5a rdu3 ’nn .(i a-a '’Sts’) lj’sn psa u5a [ain]Sa pan 5a 5si ia’5s 'n. 
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Palestino-centric doctrine, especially in the modified, mature formulation 
of the late tenth and the eleventh centuries (of which more later), had 
successfully stood the test of history and proved to be the turning-point 
in the life story of Karaism. As the subsequent developments have shown, 
the future of Karaism did lie in Palestine or, at least, in countries within 
the radius of Palestinian leadership and inspiration. It was Palestine, 
not Babylonia, which answered the call for a re-evaluation of the ‘Anan- 
ite way and for renewed sectarian creativity. Similarly, Palestine alone 
succeeded in effecting the consolidation of the movement and saved it 
from the suicidal process of disintegration into innumerable splinter 
groups, a process which, we remember, set in during the ninth century. 

In that general climate of praise and appreciation, little room was left 
for an analysis of the other side of the picture. For, while in histo¬ 
rical retrospect Palestino-centricism seems a most positive contribution 
to Karaism, it undoubtedly proved a painful experience to large segments 
of Karaite population contemporary with the incipient, uncompromising 
stages of that trend. Truly, it was a trend charged with strife and presaging 
struggle; a consuming fire it was rather than a radiating light. Practically 
all Karaites, it should be remembered, lived outside of Palestine then. 
Even more important, the socio-religious and communal boundaries 
between Rabbanites and Karaites in one and the same locality were 
still fluid and largely undefined. When the overall balance of the contem¬ 
poraneous Karaite public opinion in Babylonia is taken, the inescapably 
adverse impact of Palestino-centricism (in its extremist al-Kumisi version, 
that is) on wide circles of Karaite believers who would not, or could not, 
subscribe to its radicalist requirements, must by no means be lost sight of. 

The truth of the matter is that, as preached by al-Kumisi, the total and 
unreconciled repudiation of diasporic Judaism, including also Judaism of 
the Karaite brand, could not have passed wholly unresented, least of 
all in Babylonia. While appealing to some, especially to the pietistic 
61ite, because of the new meaning it lent to the spiritual and communal 
objectives of Karaism in the Jewish world, it surely appeared to the 
majority a slogan fraught with danger. In fact, it was tantamount to a 
verdict of virtual abando n ment of the Karaite Diaspora to its own fate. 

This dichotomy of attitude was not merely academic; it manifested 
itself in the practical field as well. Al-Kumisi’s pessimistic prognosis of 
Karaite future in the Diaspora and his uncompromising, Palestinian- 
exclusivist assertion that model Karaite living was conceivable only in 
Jerusalem were a two-edged sword. On the one hand, they hastened the 
exodus from Babylonia and Persia of convinced idealists; reminiscing of 
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such exodus became, indeed, a popular trait of the Palestinian-inspired 
romantic presentations of Karaite history from the mid-tenth century 
on. 49 Conversely, however, they could not fail to accelerate even more 
the existing gravitation of the contemporary majority of Babylonian 
Karaites—and of the still greater masses of the undecided—toward a 
Rabbanite-pattemed, if not actually Rabbinical, optimistic way of life. 
Insofar as the broad segments of urban Jewish population in ninth- 
and early tenth-century Babylonia were concerned, Palestinian asceticism 
was a poor match for the high standard of living and the intellectual 
satiety which Karaites and Rabbanites alike enjoyed in the great central 
bases of the semi-capitalistic ‘Abbasid civilization. Even those Baby¬ 
lonians who were ready to concede on principle the hegemony of the 
Palestinian center, and looked up to the “Mourners of Zion” as the ideal 
of piety and righteous living, would not necessarily feel obligated to draw 
personal conclusions requiring their own emigration and the severance 
of all ties with the Diaspora. Modem analogies are all too obvious to be 
summoned here in evidence. 

Now, it goes without saying that al-Kumisi’s uncompromising views 
were hardly the primary cause for the gravitation of Babylonian Karaism 
toward a modicum of all-Babylonian uniformity. Rather, the harshness 
accompanying his exposition of Palestino-centricism was partly deter¬ 
mined by that process of gravitation as it unfolded with ever-growing 
intensity before al-KumisI’s own eyes prior to his emigration to Palestine. 
But once defined in such unequivocal terms, this radicalist doctrine 
helped foster a Babylonian Karaite sense of self-assertion by evoking 
unmistakable signs of a regional-minded philosophy in response to the 
Palestino-centric challenge. 

ALL-BABYLONIAN COMMUNITY OF CAUSE 

We are now in a position to sum up our inquiry into the background of 
the calendar rift between the Karaite faction of Babylonia and that of 
Palestine, as reported by Levi ben Yefeth. In the light of the foregoing 
discussion, one cannot help suspecting that the Babylonian Karaite 
discontinuance of the Palestino-centric system of abib had a much deeper 
meaning than that apparent from the legal text. Its characteristic simul¬ 
taneity with Babylonian Rabbinism’s intensified involvement in a grave 


49 Cf., e.g., the tenth-centuiy Palestinian, and twelfth-century Palestinian-inspired 
Byzantine texts adduced above, 45 f., note 53. Cf. further, 54, and note 72, as well 
as earlier in the Introduction, 22. 
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attack on the calendar of Palestine, as well as with the outburst of Palestin¬ 
ian Karaite exclusivism which questioned the justification of the sect’s 
very existence in Dispersion, is highly suggestive. It points to the pos¬ 
sibility that the reported break with Palestinian-oriented calendation was the 
Babylonian Karaites' expression of the same sectional ambitions, interests 
and Babylono-centric tendencies which were at work among their Rab- 
banite counterparts in Babylonia. The inconsiderate, undiplomatic, 
ultimatum-like challenge of Palestine, both Karaite and Rabbanite, 
to diasporic self-determination made that expression even more poignant 
and turned the latent ties of local interests and attachment into strong 
bonds of regional solidarity. Without the Babylonian Karaites and 
Rabbanites admitting it in so many words, these bonds proved stronger 
than the allegiance to sectarian or normative Halakhah. 

This basic quality of a “Palestine-vs.-Diaspora” contest which we have 
attributed to the Babylono-Palestinian Karaite calendar divergency 
remains valid even though the Babylonian Karaite opposition to Pales¬ 
tinian exclusivism was not wholly unanimous at first. A somewhat 
s imil ar phenomenon has been noted by tenth-century observers with 
regard to the contemporaneous intra-Rabbanite calendar feud as well. 
There, too, 

some people from among the residents of Palestine followed the Babylonians; like¬ 
wise, some of the residents of the Land of Shine‘ar [=Babylonia) followed the Pales¬ 
tinians. 50 

Nevertheless, neither the above situation within the Rabbanite camp, 
nor the breaking up of the Babylonian Karaite opinion into two uneven 

50 Cf. Sahl ben Ma$Iiah, in Pinsker, Likkute, App. Ill, 36: ’mn’on ’»’3 mu ’»i> 
on'ina D’sfcven o«l>aatn dv p« 'tm wm on’ivma ipirui Q’imk nns ivtt [n’iuo=l 
■»i>n nsup p«a smaivn dm o”i»aan ’irm ial>nip p« d’imk wn ,.. .*irm sav mwv 
p« ’B>38 i-irm. Characteristically, Sahl speaks here in general of “Palestinians” 
and “Babylonians.” He also uses the expression “Land of Shine'ar” for Rabbanite 
Babylonia much the same as Levi ben Yefeth does with regard to Karaite Babylonia. 
In the list of Palestinian Karaite literary mannerisms. Shine'ar assumed an a priori 
pejorative connotation as the seat of the “two wicked women” [=the two geonic 
academies] mentioned by Zechariah (5:9-11). This prophecy was a favorite tune of 
Palestinian Karaite polemicists. Cf., e.g., Salman ben Yeruham, as quoted by Pinsker, 
Likkute, App. n, 14; Sahl ben Ma?liah, in the above-quoted Epistle, Likkiite, App. 
Ill, 31, 43; Moses Dar‘1, in the excerpt published by Neubauer, A us der Petersburger 
Bibliothek, 116. 

Incidentally, it is quite clear from the above report of Sahl whither goes his sympathy 
in the intra-Rabbanite feud. While no love was lost between him and the Palestinian 
Rabbanites either, Sahl unreservedly accused Babylonia, and especially that bite noire 
Saadyah, for “enticing people so that they diverged on the [dates of] festivals” (perpet¬ 
rating thus a pun on pithdmi [=Karaite nickname for Saadyah] and pittah [meaning 
‘enticed’]. 
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factions detracts from the general character of these feuds as mani¬ 
festations of the struggle between Babylonia and Palestine. 

Moreover, before long, Babylonian Karaite unanimity in calendation 
was actually achieved. With the eventual removal of the Babylonian 
pietists to Palestine, the road was open for an all-Babylonian calendar 
procedure. What in al-Kumisi’s time was but the custom of the few, 
became a century later the practice of all. Reporting on this develop¬ 
ment in the early eleventh century, Levi ben Yefeth could not help 
admitting the truth that the break was final and general. After a futile 
attempt, we remember, to discover hair-splitting distinctions in the 
calendar practices of his Babylonian coreligionists, he finally made the 
sweeping observation that all Karaites of Babylonia and of the adjacent 
eastern provinces unanimously rejected the Palestino-centric abib. 
Thus, the process which began some time in the middle Of the ninth, 
and clearly gathered momentum in the early tenth century, became there¬ 
after an undisputable element in Karaite geography. Karaite Babylonia 
as a whole belonged now to the orbit of the precalculated Rabbinical 
calendar. 51 


BYZANTIUM AND BABYLONIA 

The Palestino-centric principle of Karaite calendation fared differently in 
Byzantium than it did in Babylonia. Unlike the Babylonian Karaites, the 
sectaries of the Empire unswervingly bowed to the guidance of the 

51 It goes without saying that such divergence in the method of calendation resulted 
sometimes in an actual discrepancy of dates, since the precalculated Rabbanite calendar, 
followed by the Karaites of Babylonia, did not necessarily correspond to the abib 
situation in Palestine which served in the tenth and eleventh centuries as the calendary 
criterion for the majority of the Karaites the world over (Palestine, Egypt, Syria, 
Byzantium, etc.). An example of such discrepancy has, indeed, been preserved in the 
Arabic preamble to an Egyptian Karaite kethubbah of the year 1032 c.e. The text was 
published by Assaf in his “Remnants from the Genizah” (Hebrew), Sefer Klausner, 229. 

The document, possibly our oldest testimony of an actual intra-Karaite divergence of 
dates, has been drawn up in the month “which to the majority of the Karaites was 
Ab, while some Karaites considered it to be Elul.” Obviously, there was a delay in 
the ripening of barley in Palestine; hence, the Palestino-centric majority intercalated 
the year. “Some Karaites,” however, evidently following the precalculated calendar, 
did not consider that year a leap-year. Consequently, their calendar was advanced by 
a whole month in relation to the calendar of the Karaite majority. 

There can be no doubt that by “some Karaites” the Babylono-Persian sectaries 
are meant. Hence, Assaf’s comments there (227, note 7) are hardly helpful. All his 
examples are taken from later centuries, when the Byzantine Karaites, too, could 
no longer adhere to the abib system. However, this was not the situation in 1032. 
Similarly, one must beware of Simplifications, such as the statement that “from 
the day on which the Karaites seceded from the Rabbanite Synagogue and began to 
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Jerusalem center in all calendar matters. They adhered, on principle, 
to the abib method of intercalation; they sought, further, Palestinian 
advice and legal decision whenever uncontrollable external difficulties 
made such adherence impractical. 

Truly, Palestino-centric ideology was as valid on the banks of the Bos¬ 
porus as it was in the Hills of Judaea. Not only did the Byzantine Karaites 
keep in close touch with Palestine in all practical matters connected 
with the calendar, but they eagerly espoused the cause of Palestino- 
centricism in its theoretical formulation as well. Thus, on the one hand, 
Byzantine students, educated in Palestine, never doubted that the 
saintly behavior of their Palestinian masters was the uncontested model 
of proper Karaite living. On the other hand, it was not only the legally 
correct observance of precepts but the students’ very sojourn in Palestine, 
their personal connection with the Palestinian soil and their “mourning” 
the desolation of Zion that gave now a new dimension to the Karaite ideal. 
Considering, then, this personal attachment, it seems only natural that, 
when the time would come for these students to assume leadership of 
the Byzantine Karaite community, the customs and legal procedures 
(including those in the calendar field) which they had observed in 
Palestine would be called upon to serve as exclusive criteria for diasporic 
living as well. 

It goes without saying that the Byzantine students of the Jerusalem 
Karaite academy were hardly the sole factor responsible for this outstand¬ 
ing devotion of the Empire’s Karaism to the Palestino-centric concept. 
The students obviously proved an effective instrument in the propagation 
of that concept and in the diffusion of Palestinian literature. The greater 
the number of such students through many generations, the stronger 
must have become the grip of Palestino-centricism on the mind and 
practice of the Karaites in Byzantium. Nevertheless, rather than being 
the power propelling a Palestinian-oriented trend, the growing number 
of these students and the practice itself of sending them to Jerusalem 
were the result and manifestation of that trend. (We do not hear, for 
instance, of any Karaite students being sent from Babylonia to Jeru¬ 
salem and returning home to lead their co mmuni ties in a pro-Palestinian 
spirit. It hardly can be argued that communication between Palestine and 

intercalate the years according to abib ... there was no end to strife among them 
while it was only once that a feud in these matters broke out among the Rabbanites; 
it was the famous Saadyah-Ben Meir controversy” (227). Rather, one must take an 
integrated view of the matter as a simultaneous process in both the Rabbanite and 
the Karaite camps, along the lines suggested in the present chapter. 
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Byzantium was easier than communication between Palestine and Babylon¬ 
ia ; in many respects and in certain periods the contrary rather was true.) 

It is obvious, then, that the difference between the attitude of Byzantine 
Karaism and the attitude of the Karaites of Babylonia to Palestine and to 
the Palestino-centric calendar cannot be attributed solely to successful 
indoctrination of Byzantine students in Jerusalem. It must have been the 
function of much broader and much more far-reaching factors. Two 
of these factors are of particular interest in this connection. 

The first is the respective dissimilarity of Babylonian and Byzantine 
Karaism in matters of background, origin, chronology, and position in 
history. Babylonia’s long-standing tradition as a leading world-center 
of Jewry at large could not fail to encourage also the self-assertive 
tendencies of the local sectaries there. These tendencies were enhanced 
further by the history of sectarianism proper. Persia and Babylonia 
were the cradles of Karaism much as they were the cradles of Rabbinism. 
There the ideological and historical foundations of Karaism were laid; 
there the sect assumed its independent shape and offered the first formu¬ 
lation of its religious and scholastic creed. When, some time in the 
ninth century, the young dissident center of Palestine and the Palestino- 
centric ideology, whatever their subsequent success and importance, 
came into being, the Babylono-Persian Karaite community boasted 
already of a generations-long history of independent experience. 

The situation in Byzantium was entirely different. Byzantine Karaism 
appeared on the scene at a relatively late date; the Palestinian center 
had in the meantime consolidated into the most important (if not wholly 
uncontested) spiritual power in the Karaite world. Moreover, the 
builders of the Byzantine branch of the sect were, according to our 
reconstruction, immigrants from the Near East, from the provinces of 
Syria and (later) Egypt, i.e., from those very territories which were all 
through the ages within the orbit of Palestinian influence. These im¬ 
migrants had observed the Palestino-centric mode of calendation even 
before their removal to Byzantium; as will be noted later in this chapter, 
also those of their compatriots who preferred not to leave the old Islamic 
environment persevered (down to early modem times) in their adherence 
to the Palestinian calendar. The Palestino-centricism of Byzantine 
Karaites was, then, in a way, a natural continuation of the original 
attitude of their ancestors in the “old country.” 

Nor, be it noted immediately, did this attitude run counter to the 
sentiments of general Byzantine Jewry. U nlik e Babylonia, the Jewry 
of the Empire never cherished a tradition of leadership or aspired to a 
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first-rank position in the Jewish world. If there were any proud recol¬ 
lections of a more illustrious past left in the Byzantine communities, 
they surely harked back to the time when precisely Palestine was the 
leading member among the Jewries of the Roman Empire. Such recol¬ 
lections could not, then, assume a competitive anti-Palestinian character. 
Indeed, even if some Byzantino-centric sentiments were to communicate 
themselves to the local Rabbanite population, they hardly could be 
shared by the Karaite newcomers from the Muslim East; the latter 
obviously needed time in which to develop a sense of attachment 
to the new locale and to Byzantine continuity and tradition. When 
that sense was actually developed in the third and fourth generations of 
Byzantine-born Karaites to the extent that it, indeed, motivated signi¬ 
ficant changes in the sect’s life and thought on Byzantine soil, the Pa¬ 
lestinian center reached, due to powerful external causes, the end of 
its historical path. The Seljuk Turks and the Crusaders caused the 
Jerusalem Karaite community to descend from the stage of history. 
A Palestino-Byzantine intra-Karaite feud could simply never ma¬ 
terialize. 


THE NEW PALESTINIAN SPIRIT 

The other reason for the Byzantino-Babylonian divergence of attitude 
toward Palestine—beside the aforecited intrinsic dissimilarities—was 
the crucial change which occurred about a century after al-Kumisi in the 
“Palestine-versus-Diaspora” philosophy of the Palestinian Karaite 
ideologists themselves. Unlike Babylonian Karaism which collided in 
the late ninth century with the exuberant, immature, fanatical and 
intolerant Palestinian exclusivism of the al-Kumisi brand, the Karaites 
of Byzantium encountered an entirely different school of Palestino- 
centricism. 

Now, the general ripeness, maturity, realism, and high scholastic 
achievement of what we have labeled “The Later Golden Age of Pales¬ 
tinian Karaism” had already been noted at the beginning of Chapter V 
of the present study. Suffice it to stress here the new, realistic brand of 
Palestino-centricism which also developed during that Later Golden Age 
and which [so we learn from Levi ben Yefeth] was far removed from the 
original, uncompromising policies of Daniel al-Kumisi. Aware of the 
impracticability of a general Jewish exodus from the Diaspora, later 
Palestinian leadership repudiated in equal measure the position of the. 
Palestinian zealots and that of the Babylono-centric extremists. There was 
really no justification [so ran the argument] for presenting the problem 
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as a choice between physical transfer to the Holy Land or a total sur¬ 
render in the Diaspora of Palestinian-inspired injunctions (such as 
the abib). A middle course must be found, based on the preservation of 
Palestinian prerogatives and the simultaneous recognition of a coexistent 
diasporic Karaism. 

Adjustments to exilic conditions are inevitable, the Palestinians now 
admitted. While—to take the example of abib — the Karaites of Palestine, 
capable of following the growth of the new crop on the spot, are in the 
position to fix the New Year accurately (‘a/ ha-emeth), their coreligionists 
in the Diaspora must resign themselves to logical deduction (halfrabah 
or hagbarah ). Such considerations, however, pertain solely to matters of 
form and to the degree of rigor expected outside Palestine. They must 
not affect the religio-legal premises on which the adopted practices are 
based. These premises—the later school remained adamant on that 
point no less than its radicalist predecessors led by al-Kumisi—must not 
fail to be consistent with the Palestino-centric orientation; historical 
precedents, such as those found in the late biblical books reflecting 
diasporic conditions (the Assyrian and Babylonian Exiles), show that 
a Palestinian orientation is answering both the needs of men and the 
will of God. 52 

52 Of the comprehensive, hitherto unpublished discussion in Levi’s Book of Precepts, 
19b ff., I have communicated a passage in PAAJR, XXIV (1955), 29, note 65a, on the 
basis of a microfilm copy of Leiden MS Warner No. 22 at my disposal. This passage, 
from fols. 20b-21a, is reproduced here in an expanded form: pH ’anp-] n»ai 
nan’ ’si inn on’5a v’J’ a5i nisnaa naian iudi 5ia5a p 's?aa [5aa ’anp5=] dh5 [5ans?’ 
paai :’is?n man pnn nna sr-ima patron nr ’ai n5iaa Dia’5vn ms?a ’a5» m5)n naa 5ans?’ ’a 
im -inn nan 5» is?»’s? dh» frapn nan i5i :m’n n5 mp’ 's?aa nn5 nnp’ n’n naa ’a [pD 0 =] mis 
'’iipann o’lann nvrJn usn’s? ’d5i :ini« D’p’nsa 5ans?’ vn ir inia mar’ im naa o’H’aan 
m 5ir Oman i:n:a ’a unna 's?an iaasn «5 d5b? .’as? ma pin nna aman 5m mm 5rr is?m on ’a 
n»s?as? a”n [amaa 5 v n] la lapsoa oai :[?^yi=]b5a=] pio5a ami lansna anpa 's?a la ian»n 

m '»a 's?»i :in5u iaxap’ a5i nisnan 5aa lanro 's?a ins? pna am ’a ’asn :nn’a ia’5r? a”nro s?aa 
]ai : nna[n] 5aa nr pm a5 ’a pinn nan nn [5an]f»’ pa 5a oa5 5aa laia’s? nn’5r? a”nna 5ans?’ 
asm mn sna a5 ’a aim :n5’sn ir5 ni5an pra ia’5» D’a’m na’ai lann m5eia nnsn ’a nna’m nan 
]'iD5a 5r? nmnn lamp’ nnspai nnan 5b aman nsi onspn5 ian’ m pirn nr oai :S?’ paa aman 
ni5aa man msn ia’5r? s?’i: nnm ian’ a5 na ’as?n mm inns?»'s?aa nwr B?nnn nnms? nan’ onspm 
onnis ir 's?a. Cf. further the as yet unpublished fol. 20a: 'na fiapn >a nna [5aa ’anpn=l onm 
msnaa ns?a 'i5a ’s?aai :'iai Dim psn maa ns?a 5aa i5ipa nsns?i pn5a ’*n’ n» nas?i m5an ’B7ia5 
i’5a imi’ a5i aman 5i? is?» a5 nipinnn. This exposition of Deut. 4:30 should be compared 
with the earlier Palestino-centric interpretation, reproduced above, 299, note 19. 

(As for the expression |-id5h in the text quoted first in the present note, Bashyachi 
[Addereth, Section Kiddush ha-Hodesh, Chapter XXXVII, 35a] explains it: nnaa nsn’i 
nnain po5a. The latter term appears very frequently in the late Byzantine Hebrew 
literature. Cf. Bashyachi’s Introduction to his Addereth'. maain nm5 nan nnaan pin 
ms»n ]ain nna 5as?n nnna msa s?pnn ax’s? la nnina naina man i’5r? laasa h5b 73 nn unam 5as?n 
moaa dh nnna a’nrr. See my “Elijah Bashyachi,” Tarbiz, XXV [1955-56], 56, note 42.) 
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This new concept of Palestino-centricism came too late to change the 
attitude of the Karaites of Babylonia. The damage could not be undone. 
As evident from Levi ben Yefeth’s disputations with the Babylonians 
along the newlines of Palestino-centric reasoning, there was no remedy for 
the two- or three-generation old complete rift between Karaite Palestine 
and Babylonia. But the new ideology proved an important contribution 
to the molding of healthy relations between the Jerusalem Karaite insti¬ 
tutions and other diasporic Karaite communities. Especially the rising 
penter on the Bosporus was constructively assisted in its development 
by this new spirit permeating the later Palestinian Karaite leadership. 
A guiding spirit it was, strengthening, on the one hand, the ties between 
the Empire’s Karaites and the Land of Israel, and, on the other hand, 
recognizing compromise and adjustment where compromise and adjust¬ 
ment were imperative. 


SIGHTING THE “ABIB” 

A calendar system which was to serve and be put to work by an almost 
exclusively urban population, yet was based on regular yearly observa¬ 
tions of agricultural phenomena, had its inherent difficulties. Watching 
the barley grow and compiling progress reports on the ripening stages 
of the new crop tended to become increasingly complicated even in 
Palestine proper. Indeed, both the Karaites, who shouldered the burden 
as best they could, and their Rabbanite neighbors, who were curious 
onlookers in the annually recurring spectacle of Karaite perplexity, 
were acutely aware of the situation. 

Now [complainingly states Levi ben Yefeth], those who preceded us [followed 
the abib] on the basis of their own actual acquaintance with, and knowledge of the 
seeds, since they themselves cultivated and inherited the soil. Thus, they used to inform 
each other [of the state of crops], and [their procedure] would be unquestionably 
correct. [Nowadays, unfortunately], all these things have become difficult for us, 
since all the land is not ours and most of us are incapable of recognizing the seed .... 
Hence, whenever the inquirer wants to obtain the necessary information, he turns to 
those who till the soil and asks them, “What is your procedure [this year] with regard 
to harvesting your crop?”.... And he proceeds to act according to the answer [and 
determines the New Year]. 33 

The humorous situations, inevitably arising from the above difficulties, 

33 See Levi ben Yefeth in the above-quoted Leiden MS of his Book of Precepts, 
Warner No. 22, 30a-b: own dp wn :rwn Dns’rn Drnann [iiimp :!>'s] lamp 'pk ijddi 
pan io Dnam i>3 u’i>3 nppna ip” nvn nnspa d’B’tuj i»m jjiidik d»pii’i 

D9XUB T* nmiGi v i3ibI> 'dk* sit i>s tni> p-msi nxv >di .. -snm vi’3’ ai> uwami u3 ant 
mistn misn bv nps*i... ossni nspnp. The excerpt was first published in my “Some 
Aspects of Karaite-Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium on the Eve of the first Cru¬ 
sade,” PAAJR, XXIV (1955), 30, note 66a. 
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would, of course, not get lost on the Rabbanites who made the most of 
the Karaite confusion. Practical jokers would teasingly inquire among 
their sectarian neighbors about the progress of the ripening of peas and 
beans. The Karaites, on their part, could not but pray and hope for the 
best and rely on the information supplied to them by farmers. It is 
simply pathetic to observe the humorless Levi ben Yefeth taking Rabban- 
ite teasing quite seriously and exclaiming in all earnestness that, by 
God, never were peas considered by the Karaites the right determinant 
of a leap-year! 

Now, we are not going to be deterred by those who allege that there are among 
us some who determine the abib by beans and peas. Why, such method is unknown 
to the Karaites! All that the men who spread such tales are alter is to slander the 
Karaites, so that the rift may grow deeper. Therefore, they invent all sorts of would-be 
doctrines and ways, list certain similarities and point to the resulting difficulties, then 
they pin it on the Karaites and associate it with them so that the fools may hear it and 
run away from the [Karaite] religious practice. 54 

On the other hand, however, some extremely pious (and ignorant) 
Rabbanites felt safer having it both ways. Accordingly, they would 
follow the Karaite abib method, while retaining at the same time the 
basic Rabbanite calendar computation. This is, at least [so we recall], 
what a Karaite missionary tells us with regard to Jews of Jerusalem 
and Ramlah in the tenth century. 5 5 

Now, if the Palestinian Karaite center had its share of difficulties 
regarding the carrying out of on-the-spot observations of abib, how 
much more so the young Karaite community in far-off Byzantium. 
Sporadic ruptures in communication with Palestine, even prior to the 
Crusades, often caused delays in the flow of the necessary abib informa¬ 
tion from the Holy Land to the Byzantine settlements. Such occurrences 
perforce made the task of Rabbanite polemicists increasingly easier, 

54 Levi’s words are usually quoted in paraphrase as reported by Aaron ben Elijah 

in Gin ‘Eden, 18b: Dii’^n K’sini> ’•na onnp>n ’nan!> o’ns maann ’nan® r*j ’ii> 'n nan 
pa saw inn nt »a ,on» ab im>na nn ,D’an»n !>» a^aan amp® ’n an!> ’a amain ,nan 
ban an’ tana’ nisi a’mpn. Cf. further Bashyachi, Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Kiddush 
ha-ffodesh, Ch. XXXV, 33c: b’Knpns? bnaitn pr» lj’to? unarm np» ’row nsatoui 

nt naittn nt m ni> »a ntoi [re’ ia=] ’i!> -rn natn nman naoa mm mb nn 'npun toe Da a»a« 
^’oa Kin nan K’Siai naiK ’ini nan insin!> k!>k nasan. 

The original statement from Levi ben Yefeth’s Book of Precepts (Leiden 
MS Warner No. 22, 23a) was first published in my “Some Aspects of Karaite- 
Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium,” PAAJR, XXIV (1953), 31, note 67. It reads as 
follows: stma ttf> inn nt >a B’snim ton toan nws'v vs ana »a uniaaa 'bk vs nan!> am wbi 
on!? K’bn b’anm mnn n’a»’i «ptoin nann nn’^s nan k’svi!> k^k naiun nt ann «to b’Knpn pa 
rnn jn loun b”nan wa vvtt no pmpn bv tmiR I’BB’i onann naioi pmn. 

55 Cf. the latter part of the exhortation by Sahl ben Ma?liah, as quoted above, 253, 
note 2, and 271, note 55. 
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while the local Karaites themselves were filled with misgivings as to the 
correctness of their calendar. With all the goodwill and determination 
of local Karaite leadership to follow the lead of Palestine, the situation 
was perplexing indeed. Something had to be done about it—and fast. 
No wonder that an official query was addressed by the Byzantine 
Karaites to the sectarian authorities in the Holy City, asking them 
how to act in the case of doubt. 

THE CALENDAR QUERY 

The writers of the letter were Tobias ben Moses and his colleagues who, 
as we know, acted as the communal and religious leaders of Byzantine 
Karaism from the fifth decade of the eleventh century on. 56 However, 
there is no certainty as to the identity of the Palestinian leader who 
answered the query. Pinsker’s suggestion that it was Yeshu‘ah ben 
Yehudah, the last great representative of sectarian learning in the Holy 
City, has much to commend it but still needs corroboration. 57 

The story itself of the eleventh-century Byzantine-Palestinian exchange 
of letters on the subject is known to us only from the century-later 
co mm unication of Yehudah Hadassi. Neither the precise text of the 
Byzantine query nor the original version of the Palestinian reply have 
been preserved. 58 True, as Pinsker informs us, the nineteenth-century 
Abraham Firkowicz claimed that among the Karaite manuscripts of 
the Gozlow library which perished in the course of the Crimean War 
was a “priceless epistle” appended to the exegetical composition of 
Tobias ben Moses. This epistle [Firkowicz argued] was “a reply to 
him [i.e., to Tobias] from Jerusalem, no doubt from his master R. 
Yeshu‘ah.” 59 However, the acceptance at face value of such testimony, 
claiming the one-time existence of the document in Gozlow, depends 
entirely on the extent of credence one is ready to lend to the word of 

56 Cf. above, 53. 

37 See Likfcufe, App. XI, 93 f. It is to be added, however, that the other conclusions 
drawn by Pinsker in this connection—namely, that Yeshu‘ah was the teacher of 
Tobias during the latter’s sojourn in Jerusalem, and that he answered the query of 
his pupil in the form of a book entitled Ofar Nehmad —have all proved untenable. 
Cf. my “The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” and my Hebrew essay in Tarbiz, 
XXV (1955), 44 ff. See also above, 49 ff. (and notes). 

58 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 76a, Alphabet 187: a’^mva #'3 ^’3 bb »^a» »jd^ ^k®3 1>ik® naai 

fun®’ D*iR/i»n :'n mn t>a wai una’a :nl>D nl>is ns niais’ mnl>» d’n)sii npn "vs 
—wlnn [unwi 'n nn=] , n'»'n Vasnn iraiD tunaomp uan s-a miW in’. 

Hadassi undoubtedly drew his information from one of the late volumes of Tobias’ 
Ofar Nehmad (probably that which dealt with Lev. 23). See on it in the next chapter, 
notes 48 and 210. 

59 Pinsker, Lifffriife, App. XI, 94, note 1. 
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a Firkowicz. The fact is that another letter concerning Tobias ben 
Moses (and actually published by Firkowicz) has been pronounced 
spurious by modem authorities. 60 

In all events, the correspondence itself between Tobias ben Moses 
and the Jerusalem Karaite savants cannot be doubted. There is no 
vital necessity to connect such exchange with any special external or 
internal developments; the difficulty was always there. Nevertheless, 
chances are that the sending of the query was prompted by the particul¬ 
arly confused situation in the early 70’s of the eleventh century, when 
conquering Seljuk troops were harassing regular communication between 
Palestine and the Empire. Following the Seljuk conquests of Manzikert 
and Jerusalem in 1071, pilgrim and other traffic between Byzantium and 
the Holy Land reached the low point. 

“It is remarkable [says Runciman, summarizing the effects of the 
Seljuk victories on East-West communication] that there were still 
travelers, not only Muslims but also Christian pilgrims from the West. 
The pilgrim traffic had never entirely ceased, but the journey was now 
very difficult. Anatolia could now be traversed only if the voyager 
took an armed escort; and even so the way was full of danger, and wars 
and hostile authorities often held him up. Syria was little better. Every¬ 
where there were brigands on the roads; and at each small town the local 
lord tried to levy a tax on passers-by. The pilgrims that succeeded in 
overcoming all the difficulties returned to the West weary and impover¬ 
ished, with a dreadful tale to tell.’’ 61 

True, there is some reason to believe that Jewish travelers preferred 
the maritime route from Byzantium to Egypt and proceeded thence to 
Palestine. But the last leg of that route was now no less precarious than 
the Anatolian highway. Here, too, traffic of merchants and pilgrims 
has reached its nadir. 

The reply of the Jerusalem sages was realistic. Mindful of the objective 
difficulties, the Palestinian leaders actually confirmed the path of inevit¬ 
able adjustment, the way it was already foreshadowed in the legislation 
of earlier Palestinian Karaite jurists (such as Levi ben Yefeth) 62 and 

60 Cf. Firkowicz’s Bene Reshef 15 If., and P. F. Frankl’s reproduction and incisive 
critique of the text in “Kartische Studien,” MGWJ, XXV (1876), 56 ff. This letter 
purported to demonstrate the alleged existence in Constantinople of an early eleventh- 
century Tobias ben Moses, called hab-Baki, as distinguished from a late eleventh- 
century Tobias ben Moses, called ham-Mcttty. See also next chapter, notes 172,212. 

61 S. Runciman, History of the Crusades, I, 78 f. 

62 See the explicit mention of Levi (rfai -puo p -pip), below, 326, note 64. This 
accords with the excerpt from Levi’s Book of Precepts reproduced above, 321, note 52. 
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the way it was followed in all other matters by the sect’s local leadership 
in Byzantium. 63 The advice, then, was to follow in the meantime the 
Rabbanite way of calendation, pending a report from Palestine, and 
to afterwards also celebrate the date proclaimed by the Karaite author¬ 
ities in the Holy Land (to the extent of its practicability, of course): 64 

Every person who is in doubt in the Diaspora as to the witnessing of the New Moon 
and the abib as well as concerning all other commandments should follow both [ways]. 
This pertains to prayer and to observing [the correct rules of the festivals] so that 
[the feasts] would not be desecrated. 65 

“ABIB” MESSAGES FROM JERUSALEM 

However, in the event of timely arrival of letters from Jerusalem with 
the necessary information on the state of abib in Palestine, the matter 
would be entirely different. Byzantine Karaite leadership would then 
unequivocally follow the instructions issued by the Palestinian mentors. 

Thus, in the case of an unusually early ripening of barley in Palestine, 
the twelfth month of the Karaite calendar-year, Adar, would yield to 
Nisan , the first month of a new year. Indeed, an actual occurrence is 
cited when the Purim Festival, due to fall, as a rule, in the middle 
of Adar, was shelved altogether to make way for Passover, which falls 
in the middle of the succeeding month of Nisan. 66 

63 Cf. the analysis of that policy in Chapter V, above. 

64 Cf. HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 76a, Alphabet 187: ira :nVuo ki»(>k nawrn mui 
n^sna rpa oidiv bu® nisan i>^aai a'anm m*n nnsi> nitoa psoan i>a rn^oai mna n’lha 

'ha m>a®ai. HadassI adds: annooa tp :nh’h» mu mn ha ’»!> 'n msna pain i'll in 
naoa snn p ni>n mso p -p® ip rnhnonh :hnri mp»i namn "isina o>i>Ri®n nhs lanai.isnvi p 
«s> B*nhK m> >a mn !>« nra bh nia nmtn wn aia <ui imp p anon B’aio nm naia tail 
■pnhn ms a ipan !>k awn laia in»i maanai inaan pna n’lnaS pa> wr i» :n!»h3nh nha hr. 

65 Starr’s interpretation of the text to the effect that “the responsum advised in a 
conciliatory tone that in the event of doubt arising, they [i.e., the Karaites] were to 
follow the Rabbanite practice” (Jem in the By 2 . Empire, 243), is inaccurate. The 
responsum suggests rather rigor by way of celebrating both dates—that of the Rabban- 
ites, arrived at by calculation, and that of the Karaites based on a report from Palestine 
—in order to avoid the slightest chance of desecrating a holiday. This, incidentally, 
was in full accord with the general slant toward rigor which characterizes Karaite 
legislation. Note the explicit inclusion in this rule of “all commandments,” not only 
those pertaining to calendation: nisan ^ a a l a’aR.n mn nn»^ mfca paean !>a. So 
also HadassI, in his comment on the text: <n rnsna pan *pi in.This was,similarly, 
the basic concept of Levi ben Yefeth whom HadassI mentions in this connection. 
Cf. Levi’s Book of Precepts, Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 59b: i>» msa i>a Rwni>-U’i>» an 
man in. 

66 That case is reported by Levi ben Yefeth in Leiden MS Warner No. 22, 21b f.: 
anion limai hod onion pi ibbi. The story is retold from Levi’s Book of Precepts by 
Aaron ben Elijah, Gan 'Eden, 21 d. Aaron placed the event in the year 1006-7, which, 
we recall, is the only date explicitly mentioned in the code (see above, 303, note 29). 
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Reverse cases were even more frequent. Situations would arise in 
which the new grain in Palestine was reported not yet to have shown 
signs of ripeness in the month following Adar. A proclamation of a 
leap-year would follow. This meant the postponement of Passover to 
a date later by a whole month than the one marked on the Rabbanite ca¬ 
lendar. The Karaites would then have their (first) month of Nisan parallel 
the Rabbanite (second) month of Iyyar, the Karaite Iyyar correspond to 
the Rabbanite Siwan, and so on. A case of this kind is, in fact, reported 
for the year 1061-62. The discrepancy must have caused quite a stir, so 
much so that both differing dates were entered into a marriage contract 
issued in Fusfat, Egypt. 67 The possibility should not be excluded, as we 
shall see later, that the year in which the difference between the Karaite 
and Rabbanite calendars was marked in the Egyptian kethubbah was 
identical with the year in which a feud over a similar discrepancy (to be 
discussed presently) burst into the open in Byzantium. 68 

It is not difficult to guess that the Rabbanites, sharing with the sectaries 
the same neighborhood in the Byzantine capital and elsewhere in the 
Empire, 69 would not conceal their annoyance with Karaite defiance 
of their holidays. Such defiance not only involved, as in the last-men¬ 
tioned case, the use of leavened bread ( hamef ) by the Karaites during 
the week of the Rabbanite Passover; it also was accompanied, in all 
instances of a calendar discrepancy, by a regular pursuit of economic 
activities in the same quarter by members of one party, while the other 
party celebrated a holiday and refrained from work. A contest of 
strength would be inevitable. 

In the first place, surely, not all the instances of friction between the 
two factions in Byzantine Jewry, caused by late (or early) sighting of 
the abib, were put on record. Also, not all the documents that may 
have contained references to such facts had hitherto been recovered or 
edited. Yet, the fact that none of the Karaite texts from Byzantium, 
published so far, lists any specific case to this effect is perhaps significant. 

67 Cf. the document published by Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 173 f. (App. IV). 
The kethubbah was signed on 1062, on the ninth day of what to the Karaites was the 
eleventh month of Shebaf. The Rabbanites, so we read, considered it to be the month of 
Adar: n'sam mo pa tp^rm me) ns win mm oa® mna wn bv ton® sna®a ’®’an,i ava 
n»isn paa d’jv isoaV ns® n»»3®i wiV®i maa ®V®i *|Vk k’.ti nncipin. Obviously, in the 
previous spring the Karaites sighted the abib one month after the beginning of 
the precalculated Rabbanite month of Nisan. 

68 See below, 334. 

69 Cf. the discussion of the problem of Karaite-Rabbanite proximity of dwellings, 
above, 144 IF., 147. 



328 


CALENDAR FEUDS 


To be sure, we do have occasional mentions of feuds stemming from 
differences in calendar. As we shall see, however, these differences 
resulted not from abtb reports, which were decisive in determining the 
beginning of years, but from Karaite insistence on lunar observation 
in determining the beginning of months. 10 It has to be noted also that 
all these texts belong to periods later than that which is covered by 
the present volume. 

Hence, rather than infer, for lack of Karaite data to this effect, the 
absence in Byzantium of calendar quarrels even when Palestinian abib 
reports conflicted with Rabbinic computation, one should better suspect 
that post-Crusade Karaism did not deem it important or advisable to 
preserve the records of such quarrels. This attitude, seemingly strange 
at first glance, was not at all accidental, as will be explained at a later 
stage of this study. 71 Suffice it to stress here that collisions caused by 
abib reports did occur in Byzantium during the eleventh century. 

One grave incident of this kind is, indeed, related in a private letter 
of a Byzantine Rabbanite to his learned brother in Fusta^. 72 Moreover, 
the wording of the letter clearly indicates that the incident to be described 
was not the first “affair of the nonconformist Karaites, may they be 
accursed!” 73 


THE THESSALONICAN FEUD 

The exact location of the writer is unknown. Thessalonica was suggested 
by Mann, because of a reference to the presence of Jewish merchants 
from Russia. Russian traders, so it is attested by several documents, 
were wont to participate in the famous Thessalonican fair of St. Deme- 

70 See further in this chapter, 346 ff. 

71 Cf. below, 345. 

72 Mann, Texts and Studies, 1,48 IT. A short excerpt of the letter was reproduced in 
Assaf-Mayer’s Safer hay - Yishshiib, II, 107b, No. 22. For an abridged English version 
see Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 182 ff., No. 125. 

Incidentally, here is an additional illustration of the maintenance of ties with the 
“old country” by eleventh-century Jews who moved from the Islamic regions into 
Byzantium. Cf. above, 110 f., 117, note 107a, 198 f., note 107. 

73 Mann, Texts and Studies, 1,49: on onns ,D’B’Vnan onnpn po# !>». In an effort to place 
the text in the fifteenth century, S. Krauss (“Zu Dr. Manns historischen Texten,” 
HUCA, X [1935], 291) suggested that the expression ham-mafralifim “scheint die 
Bedeutung von ‘Geldwechsler’ zu haben; solche waren unter den KarSem in Konstan- 
tinopel (es handelt sich um die tUrkische Zeit!) genug vorhanden, and gleich darauf 
wird in der Tat von gewissen Denaren gesprochen, nur scheint es mir die betreffenden 
Worte an eine unrichtige Stelle geraten sind.” 

Mann’s “Rejoinder” (HUCA, X, 305 f.) has amply disposed of Krauss’ criticism. 
As for the expression mabalifim, there is no reason, in the literary context of the time, 
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thus. 74 On the other hand, Starr’s suggestion of Constantinople 75 was 
based on the fairly plausible reasoning that only a large and well-organized 
community, such as that of the Karaites in the capital, would risk a 
showdown involving governmental intervention. Important details seem, 
however, to point to Thessalonica rather as the probable scene of the 
event discussed here. 

As you know, my dear brother [writes the Rabbanite correspondent in Byzantium], 
the Karaites assaulted us again last year and desecrated the festivals of the Lord. They 
celebrated the New Year in the eighth month, for they had received letters from Palestine 
to the effect that no ripe barley \abib\ was sighted in Nison, Consequently, their Passover 
was celebrated in Iyyar. And at that time they thus committed evil things and God 
brought upon them confusion. Now, a violent enmity has developed between us and 
great quarrels have taken place. 76 

The letter goes on to report that the Karaites have filed charges with 
the government against their Rabbanite neighbors. As a result of that, 
a heavy tax of close to a thousand dinars (hyperpera) was imposed 
by the Byzantine authorities on the Rabbanite faction in the city. 77 

to interpret it other than “dissenters.” It was a household word among polemicists 
on both sides of the fence. Indeed, in the very epistle under discussion we read: -pm 
nisan i>3 iD’(>nn. Moreover, the term was used not necessarily in a derogatory sense. 
Thus, Tobias ben Moses, the Karaite, uses the word maftalifim with regard to his own 
coreligionists when stressing their dissent from a Rabbanite opinion. Cf. his Ofar 
Nehmad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 102b: ms ’nan in Dm db 5> Duniman rspni D’mn »3 m 
— 'BR’ h-r D’RBpn. So also in Tobias’ statement quoted above, 259, note 25: ib’Sbb ’3 
l»RBp l’nai om mum 

On mahalifim in the meaning of “Christians,” see the texts adduced above, 180, 
notes 41-42. 

74 Mann, Texts and Studies, 1,45,50, and note 8a. Krauss’ fanciful suggestion that 
nK’Dii DipDD is a hebraized form of the place-name “Rustchuk” cannot be taken se¬ 
riously. For the St. Demetrius fair in Thessalonica, see above, 148, note 242. 

75 Jews in the Byz. Empire, .184 and 243. 

76 Mann, Texts and Studies, I, 49 f.: n^s vubj ns ’3 ’3’3B ma iS sin m i>3R 
i i 3 p »3 U’bsbi. wins na®n prt iesi D’tsmpBa '»’ism nK lWun m3 vv ruw (sic!) ounpn 

^RB DBBrll lSp^pM ]Bffl »D^1 B"R3 BDDB BBB31 JB’13 3»3R BRU r!> ’3 [(> R t» ’ f B R B D » 3 B 3 B 

niivn mp^na vnai uu’a B^na b3’ri briv bJ>bji. The misspelled D’SipB may veiy well be a 
scribal error or a pun on O’RBpa. Cf. Mann’s note ad loc. The expression u»b®b Pina 
brings to mind I Kings 12:32-3, where Jeroboam’s deviation from the regular ca¬ 
lendar is deplored. 

A Genizah sample of an Arabic letter, concerning the state of new crop in different 
regions of Palestine, was published by Assaf in Sefer hay-Yishshub, 13, 45a, No. 9 
(along with a Hebrew translation). The letter, sent to the Karaite leadership in Fusfat 
by an official of the Karaite Patriarchate in Jerusalem, was now edited and translated 
in full by J. Eliash, “New Information on Eleventh-century Palestine” (Hebrew), 
Sefunot (Ben-Zvi Institute), n (1958), 18 ff. (§4). 

No comparable text of such Palestinian message to the Byzantine Karaite community 
has so far been found and published. 

77 Mann, Texts and Studies, I, 50: [D’]‘U’i ^Sr anp Vnpa nu bvui dusbb br lroim 
■p’JBD’K. The emendations attempted on the closing word of this phrase did not 
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This information is highly revealing. For it is a fact that a tax of one 
thousand hyperpera was actually collected annually from Thessalonican 
Jewry. The tax was insisted upon even by the fifteenth-century Venetian 
rulers as an impost of long standing; despite the numerical and economic 
decline of the local Jewish population, the Venetians refused to reduce 
its accustomed ( solitum ) high rate. 78 Considering the non-uniform 
imperial policy governing Jewish taxation, one should perhaps view the 
yearly levy of one thousand hyperpera, imposed on the community of 
Thessalonica, as going back to the eleventh-century incident described 
in our Genizah epistle. 79 

Chances are, indeed, that an echo of these events reaches us through 
the Rabbanite homilist, Tobias ben Eliezer, who, we remember, resided 
in Thessalonica in the closing years of the eleventh century. 80 Tobias, 
as we shall see, could hardly have witnessed the incident with his own 
eyes; yet, he must have heard Thessalonican Jews complain about the 
troublesome taxes incurred by the incident. Commenting on the Canticles, 
he has found the occasion fit for the following remark: 

prove fully satisfactory, as Starr correcdy observed in his note, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 
184. 

Thus, Mann’s suggestion. Texts and Studies, I, 50, note 6—nsmti i.e., vnefmVQi — 
won the concurrence of Krauss, HUCA, X (1935), 291, although Mann would surely 
not agree with Krauss’ reasoning. The latter, consistent with his late dating of the 
document, was impressed by the Greek term for coinage which “versetzt uns in dieerste 
tiirkische Zeit (urn 1450), da noch die alten griechischem Miinznamen im Schwange 
waren.” However, precisely Krauss’ argument makes us mindful of the fact that it 
was not before the thirteenth century that the hyperperon replaced the nomisma. 
Cf. Andr6ad£s, “De la monnaie... dans l’Empire byzantin,” Byzantion, I (1924), 
75 ff., esp. 75 and 78. How could, then, such coin be mentioned in the eleventh century ? 

On the other hand, the graphically more plausible solution offered by F. Perles in 
his review of Mann’s book, Orientalistische Literaturzeitung, XXXVI (1933), 537 f., 
esp. the end-remark on 538—“statt des ratselhaften tombs 'un zu lesen ist -pmor, 
d.i. v7ia@yvQ[oi;], ‘silberhaltig’”—is incompatible with the general connotation of 
dinars as gold coins. (Incidentally, the hyperpera were, much like their forerunners, 
the nomismata, a gold currency; cf. Andr£ad£s, op. cit.) 

78 Cf. Starr, Romania, 78, 113, 114. 

79 The term 'onesh, as used in medieval Hebrew texts, means both “penalty” and 

“regular tax.” It appears in another late eleventh-century Genizah epistle from Thes¬ 
salonica, in connection with the messianic commotion in the city in 1096 (cf. Mann, 
Hattekiifah, XXIII [1925], 257; see above, 148, note 244). The term was found also by 
the Byzantine Karaite, Jacob ben Reuben, in an eleventh-century Byzantine Hebrew 
translation of a Karaite commentary on Isaiah, and was reproduced by him in the as 
yet unpublished Isaiah Section of his Sefer ha-Osher, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 
140a: enn nr ,(* 'B '»’) nV>ao !n». See also Mann, Texts and Studies, I, 4, end of 

note 1. 

On Jewish taxation in Byzantium see the special paragraph in Chapter IV, above, 182 ff. 

80 Cf. above, 148, note 244. 
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“My mother’s children were angry with me” (Cant. 1:6)—these are the sinners in 
Israel who bring evil upon Israel through heresy and cause Israel to give money to the 
Gentiles. For, as long as the Israelites refrain from heresy, the Gentile nations would 
not take away their money. 81 

This anti-sectarian allusion, to be sure, underlying the Byzantine 
Rabbanite interpretation of Cant. 1:6, did not remain unanswered. 
Contemporary Karaite scholars in the Empire promptly reciprocated 
by turning the edge of the same verse against the “Shepherds of the 
Exile,” i.e., the leaders of the normative majority. 82 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE INCIDENT 

If my suggestion concerning the allusion embodied in Tobias ben 
Eliezer’s comment on Cant. 1:6 is correct, we shall perhaps be in a 

81 In quoting the present passage I followed Jellinek, in his Appendix to Commentar 

zu Kohelet und dem Hohen Liede, 68; Greenup’s edition of Lelfah fob on the Canticles 
seems to me, at least in this instance, faulty. The correct version reads: .•>a nrn nut 
P»im bw pan I’ann minan p mt nap !>mp’ w® iVa 

rut main (ta rra *aa) 'a m mas n!> ipk nan 'ar oaion pVnu olnsa mma i * tt nunaa p 
(na ,d») -pamre. Compare Greenup, 23: na aumn nap lanm »spid (!) kSk .*a mm ma ua 
n^isn nvw nu*nn Oil’s i’sibj l>aap>p int l>ap omaV» pss p»V il> i*sain 0) mwnn p 
1’3’ia na masina mas al> ~ipk nnn 'jp nrsn i»V o 11 . 

Apart from evident orthographical errors in the text quoted last, there is also a 
difference of content between the two versions. While, in the first, minuth means intra- 
Jewish heresy, in the other it denotes outright apostasy. Following this distinction, 
the first text implies that, as long as the Jews keep their unity and refrain from sectarian 
dissensions, the Gentile governments will not take away their money (in taxes, etc.). 
Minuth may also denote here Gentile courts to which the “sinners in Israel” have 
brought their suit against the Rabbanite Jewish community. 

The other version, however, intends to convey that as long as the Jews refrain from 
apostasy (to Christianity) the Gentile nations will continue to take away their money. 
The author deals, then, with the general position of the Jew among Gentiles and has 
no specific incident in mind. It is difficult to see, therefore, in what way precisely 
the “sinners in Israel” (WtiP* »spib), against whom, after all, the verse was invoked, 
have been responsible for this general status of Jewry. 

Of course, it would prove almost impossible to demonstrate the originality of a 
passage in a work so eclectic as Lefcah fdb of Tobias ben Eliezer. I am satisfied, however, 
that the comment in question appears in none of the Midrashim on Canticles that 
served as Tobias’ standard sources. In fact, Jellinek pointed out in his Introduction 
(Commentar zu Kohelet und dem Hohen Liede, xi) that he had chosen, out of the whole 
commentary, only “die einfachsten, von dem Anstrich der Hagada freien, Erltuterun- 
gen.” Hence, he, too, when including our text in his selection of excerpts, must have 
been convinced of the originality of Tobias’ interpretation. 

In brief: Even allowing for certain elements of earlier homilies, the special twist in 
our passage belongs to the pen of Tobias ben Eliezer. By deviating from the elaborate 
and generally reiterated pattern of homily for the verse in question, the author obviously 
intended to convey an allusion to contemporary events that stood out vividly in the 
minds of his listening and reading audience. 

82 Cf. Jacob ben Reuben’s Sefer ha-Osher on Canticles, 1 lc-d: ,(n 'K v'np) ’ik mwp 

,aitnK,1333 pn»3T>-] Bn»nn D’sl>nn on .(i ,dp) >br>33 .ipm an ’a visual 
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position to date the calendar feud described in the Genizah epistle 
cited above. Or, at least, we shall be able to narrow down considerably 
the chronological bracket in which the reported event could safely be 
placed. While paleography would assign the said document to the 
eleventh century, 83 the exact date of its writing remains unknown 


m!>an ’mn ’K’aai [nan ©*n© m’pnsi !>arn. Also ibid., on Cant. 1:7: na!>©] 
n’jann on ../pan [!>s] .misa ma n©« a’lnnna i©’ani n©t» ©’ana «b© .n’ows [n’n« 
onn’is^n «'n , n i a * © * n ’©an; and on Cant. 1:8: ,p«n ’aps i a .pan ’ap»a ’as] 
D’aann i»; and again, 12d, on Cant. 5:7: ,an»a ’ a a i D’a’*nn on .n’nm©n [’anraa] 
mWp*i Data’©.wi n« ir©j ja i a*.©* »©«n m(>a <©n nn .mama ’nan©. 

Of course, these anti-Rabbanite missiles did not originate in Byzantium. They were 
standard slogans of Karaite polemical literature, and Jacob ben Reuben excerpted 
them from Hebrew translations of Arabic Karaite classics which were circulating in 
Byzantium. In fact, Mann reproduced an excerpt from an Arabic translation and 
commentary on Canticles which had undoubtedly served as the source of the Hebrew 
Byzantine compilations abridged, in turn, by Jacob ben Reuben. Cf. Texts and Studies, 
II, 89 f. (Mann failed to recognize the indebtedness of Sefer ha-'Osher to the Arabic 
passage he edited; cf. above, 56, note 75). 

And yet, while not original as far as ideas and form are concerned, Jacob’s selection 
is highly relevant to the present story. The fact that Jacob chose to select for his 
Byzantine readers, Karaite and Rabbanite alike, precisely those passages that struck 
back at Rabbanite leaders, is not accidental. Though using material of an earlier date 
and a different environment, the scene he had in mind was the Byzantine scene 
and the challenge he answered in his compilation was that of the Rabbanites of 
his own time and country. 

These polemical exchanges from the pages of biblical commentaries did hot interrupt 
the process of mutual borrowing (in the academic field, too) that was going on all the 
time. Again, an interesting example of this process is afforded to us by a comparison 
of Lekah Tob on Canticles with Sefer ha-Osher on the same biblical book. Thus, 
Jellinek, Commentar zu Kohelet und dem Hohen Liede, 67, paid special attention to the 
interpretation of Cant. 1:3 which Tobias reported in the name of his father (the 
same is included also in Lekah Job on Exodus, 186 [93b]): *>'t nn nan , 3 a© pnn ]B© 
*a *ibki p(> iar yi©(> a»n mi nr p©i> ]»©© ,pyp in© lam «i>© ’b!> m«a3 ait> ]»© a© '»b 
jn©a d© mn pnn. Jellinek remarks (op. cit., Introd., xii), that he found the same com¬ 
ment in a Karaite composition. He must have had in mind Sefer ha-Osher, ad loc., 
11c: pnn [a© iaa nasi a’ia©n (> 2 a ’a .pn’ na« »a ]»©(> a© ,-p© pnn. 

It is impossible, in the present state of Karaitic research, to decide who of the two 
exegetes was on the borrowing end. Since Tobias attributes the comment to his father, 
it must have been known in Byzantium some time about the seventies of the eleventh 
century. That was also, incidentally, the time when the Karaite translation and compi¬ 
lation activity was in full swing. On the other hand, though the chronology of the 
Byzantine Karaite Jacob ben Reuben is still open to question, the latter was at any 
rate more than likely to have drawn his material from Karaite masters who preceded 
even Tobias’ father (see above, 196 if.). 

Whatever the solution of the detail at hand, a careful comparative study of Lekah Tdb 
and of the contemporary Byzantine Karaite compilations by an expert in the field of 
biblical exegesis might yield some interesting insights. These would considerably 
enhance the task of the student of Byzantine Karaite history in the reconstruction 
of Rabbanite-Karaite relations in the Empire during and after the eleventh century. 

83 See on it Mann, Texts and Studies, 1,45, and HUCA, X (1935), 305. 
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because the leaf came down to us mutilated at the top. 84 Consequently, 
Starr dated it cautiously “ca. 1000-1100.” 85 

Now, it goes without saying that the epistle under review was written 
long after 1000 c.E., for the Karaite community appears to have been 
already quite strong numerically and well aware of its legal privileges. 
Similarly, it must be dated prior to the Crusaders’ capture of Jerusalem 
(1099) and, very likely, even before the Seljuk successes of 1071. The 
channels of communication with Palestine were apparently still wide 
open so as to let instructions from an active Karaite community in the 
Holy Land reach the sectarian center in Byzantium, and arrive on time, 
too. 

Moreover, since there is not as much as a hint of any extraordinary 
events of a broader nature, it can safely be assumed that the Crusaders 
were not even anticipated yet in the imperial territories. 86 In addition, 
the letter states explicitly that it describes a calendar feud which happened 
“last year.” 87 Consequently, the terminus ad quem must not transgress 
the limit of 1095. Indeed, considering the fact that prompt communication 
with Palestine after 1071 was rather unusual, the events of “last year” 
could not have occurred later than 1070 c.E. 

On the other hand, the terminus a quo also may not be pushed too far 
back. Tobias’ Lefcabt Tob on Canticles, this we know definitely, was com¬ 
posed in the time of the First Crusade. 88 While it carried allusions to 
events and conditions preceding that period, such allusions would be 
meaningless at the end of the eleventh century if they were not based 
on facts which still lingered in the memory of the co mmuni ty. True, 
the general terms in which the cited homily is couched show that Tobias 
was hinting at matters which belonged to the not very recent past 

84 Mann, Texts and Studies, I, 48. 

85 Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 182. 

86 Thus, for instance, the Karaite report of the calendar dispute in Constantinople in 
1097 over Rosh-Jfodesh (to be discussed later in this chapter) makes clear reference to the 
Crusaders reaching the Empire on their way to the East. Cf. below, 347, note 127. 

87 This statement should, however, be qualified to the effect that not a whole year 
has necessarily elapsed since the beginning of the feud. Naturally, a Rabbanite cor¬ 
respondent, adhering to a calendar-year that commences with Tishri and writing his 
epistle some time after the Feast of Sukkoth (which falls on Tishri), would refer to the 
Passover that fell on the past Nisan as “last year.” The actual difference in time was 
half a year or so. 

88 Of. the passage from Lekah fob on Canticles, cited above, 263, note 34, 
the martyrdom of Jewish communities in the Rhineland at the hand of 

is extolled as the fulfillment of what was meant by Cant. 1:3. “Ti 
maidens love thee.” Tobias cites these events as ones "that happen:- 
Cf. also the other references to the Crusades quoted in the ahr . 
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and which he knew from hearsay only. Yet, if our assumption be true 
that Tobias’ homily had its roots in actual facts, these facts must have 
been known to all his listeners, even if only the older folk were capable 
of remembering them from personal experience. Thus, it seems to me, 
the beginning of the 60’s of the eleventh century may be taken with a 
fair degree of probability as the terminus a quo for the Karaite-Rabbanite 
feud described in the undated Genizah document at hand. Considering 
the year 1070 as the other limit, one should place the incident some 
time in the seventh decade of the eleventh century. 

Possibly, this general time bracket can be narrowed down even more, 
to the very year in which the aforecited event had taken place in Thes- 
salonica. Earlier we have quoted a Karaite marriage contract drawn up 
in Fustat at the beginning of 1062 c.e . 89 A one-month discrepancy, as we 
gather from the kethubbah, was noted then between the Rabbanite and 
the Karaite calendars: What to the Karaites was (at the beginning of 
1062) Shebat, the eleventh month of their calendar-year, was to the 
Rabbanites the twelfth month, Addr. Obviously, at the beginning of that 
calendar-year, i.e., in spring 1061, the Fustat Karaites celebrated the 
Passover a month later than the Rabbanites—much like in the case 
reported for Thessalonica—making their Nison correspond to the 
Rabbanite Iyydr. 

Now, there is no compelling reason to presuppose that both incidents, 
that of Fustat and that of Thessalonica, happened in the same year. 
Theoretically, a conflict between an abib report from Palestine and the 
Rabbanite-computed calendar could occur in any and all of the ten years 
(1060-1070) in which we have placed the Thessalonican quarrel. 
In practice, however, for reasons inherent in the Jewish calendar, such 
one-month discrepancy did not—in fact, could not—repeat itself 
very often. Hence, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the dates of 
the Thessalonica and FustSt calendar divergency are identical. The 
year in question was 1061. It was also some time close to the end of that 
year (and, at any rate, after the Festival of Booths) that the extant 
Genizah epistle was sent from Thessalonica to Fustat- 

GOVERNMENTAL INTERVENTION 

Apart from the intrinsic interest that the above story of the calendar 
quarrel evokes as an example of Karaite-Rabbanite relations at their 
worst, there is an additional implication therein which sheds new light 

89 Cf. above, 327, note 67. 
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on the status of Karaism in the Empire. 90 Significantly, the Rabbanite 
writer of the epistle had no comment on the nature of the charge which 
the Karaites had filed with the Byzantine authorities. He used, of course, 
the term hilshimi, imputing “denunciation,” but he did not imply that the 
accusations were of a slanderous character. Also, when a special meeting 
of the Rabbanite congregation was subsequently convoked for the 
purpose of reading some anti-Karaite messages (sent by the writer’s 
brother from Egypt), 91 only the religious deviations of the Karaites were 
again cited. 92 Except for these cliches of anti-Karaite polemics, not a 
word was uttered against the Karaites’ costly invocation of governmental 
aid. 

Now, in view of the financial and legal burden incurred onthat occasion, 
the Rabbanites’ silence on the nature of the Karaite charge is puzzling 
indeed. Had there been any real slander involved, the writer would have 
undoubtedly seized the opportunity to expatiate in a private(!) letter on 
the evil doings of the “accursed Karaites.” It is apparent, then, that the 
Rabbanites felt all along that their sectarian neighbors were within 
their legal rights in opposing the Rabbanite pressure and in complaining 
to the government about it. Of course, the realization of this fact would 
not prevent the Rabbanites from pursuing an action dictated by their 
religious conscience, the secular law of Gentile rulers notwithstanding. 

Thus, the above occurrence, unfortunately so meager in details, 
entitles us to infer that the Karaites in the Empire enjoyed a status of 
religious autonomy within the framework of the Jewish community. This 
autonomy was officially recognized by government and safeguarded by law. 
It granted the Karaites the rights and privileges of a self-containing 
religious unit with full jurisdiction over its own mode of life and ritual 
observances. 93 It insured freedom of worship without fear of being 
exposed, against the Karaites’ own will, to possible interference by the 
normative Rabbanite majority. 

Indeed, here perhaps the explanation can be found for the “partition” 

90 This point was first developed in my “Some Aspects of Karaite-Rabbanite 
Relations in Byzantium on the Eve of the First Crusade,” PAAJR, XXTV (1955), 35 f. 

91 Mann, Texts and Studies, I, 50: .. .-pnna’R uron nan *a moom mp5nan onm pnai 
nvttwi nojn nVvnn noiaa irm »no 5npn 5a isnvui pa»p i®s maw 5» urm 5® i5inai. 

92 Ibid.-. 13T31 dot 5a inn nnsnn 5a me [b’iopn=] is*5rci i>k nnntn nan me dot mawai 
1 »k dot 5a uro n»a "jms. 

93 For an example of such authority, wielded by Tobias ben Moses the Karaite 
already before 1048, see the discussion above, 53, and the quotations in notes 70-71 
appended thereto. 



336 


CALENDAR FEUDS 


(mehiffah) which Benjamin of Tudela reported from the twelfth-century 
quarter of a Jewish guild in P6ra. 94 Scholars speculate on the meaning 
of Benjamin’s description. Some of them are inclined to attribute to the 
Spanish Rabbanite traveler the use of a mere figure of speech to allude 
to the religious division between Karaism and Rabbinism. 95 Others 
surmise that Benjamin saw an actual fence or wall dividing the dwellings 
of the five hundred Karaite families from the neighboring community of 
Rabbanites which was four or five times larger. 96 In the context of the 
present interpretation of the Genizah epistle, the latter solution seems 
more plausible. 97 Since, in spite of the recurrence of Rabbanite-Karaite 
feuds all over the East, nowhere else was such an arrangement introduced, 
it is very unlikely that the tangible division in Constantinople was 
effected on the initiative of either of the interested parties. Rather, 
following governmental intervention, the wall was erected on advice 
{or, possibly, instructions) of the civil authorities of the capital in order 
that the tension between the two warring camps be eased, especially on 
festivals falling on different dates. It cannot be said, however, whether 
such advice or instructions were issued in order to prevent the outbreak 
in Constantinople of hostilities similar to those of Thessalonica, or 
whether they came as result of some hostile (yet unrecorded) acts in the 
capital proper. The numerical strength of both factions in Pera and 
their residence in the same migrash make, of course, the second possibility 
very probable. 


TWELFTH-CENTURY PERPLEXITIES 

The destruction of the Karaite center in Jerusalem by the Crusaders 
in 1099 and the subsequent vicissitudes of the remnants of Karaism 
in the Holy Land proved to be a blow to the young Byzantine Karaite 
community in more than one way. At the same time, they also served as 
an incentive for courageous shouldering of responsibility by the Karaite 
Diaspora in a changing world. The general impact of the Crusades on 

94 See above, 146 f., and the Hebrew text on 144 f., note 221. 

95 Compare, however, the expression ns’rm arrow, which Benjamin uses in regard 
to the situation in Pera, with the expression mV® arrow in Benjamin’s description of 
the interdenominational relations in Damascus. Cf. Itinerary (ed. Asher), I, 48; Eng. 
tr., 86. The religious division, after all, was the same in Damascus as it was in Pera. 

96 For the numbers see above, 35, note 23, 144, note 221, 146, and the discussion 
on 154 ff., esp. 161 f. 

97 Also Starr, Jews in theByz. Empire, 41 and 244, is inclined to accept the meffifsah 
as a tangible fence dividing the two communities. 
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Byzantine Karaism cannot possibly be discussed here . 98 Nevertheless, 
it seems fit, when winding up our treatment of the abib issue in the 
Empire, to include right here the little information we have from sub¬ 
sequent centuries 99 

The practice of determining intercalation by following reports on the 
ripening of new crop in Palestine was not abandoned, conditions 
permitting, even in the twelfth century. Or, shall we say rather, the 
efforts of conscientious leaders in this direction continued unabated 
in spite of the adverse circumstances. After all, co mmuni cation with 
Palestine did not come to a complete halt, and the desire to see there a 
second renaissance of the sect was never really extinguished. Thus, 
we find the twelfth-century Yehudah Hadassi still enjoining his coreli¬ 
gionists to exert themselves in “inquiring and investigating and searching” 
among travelers and pilgrims returning from the Holy Land for every 
bit of information about the ripening of barley there . 100 

To be sure, Hadassi knew only too well that this was no method to 
rely upon in the prevailing unpredictable conditions. He insisted, however, 
that no effort should be spared anyway, admitting that some ancillary 
devices might be necessary to make the old system work. Valuable 
clues can, for instance, be gathered from observing the position of the 
sun now and comparing it with the position of the sun on the corres- 

98 See, briefly, in the Epilogue, below. I have dealt partly with the problem in 
my paper, “Yehudah Hadassi and the Crusades,” delivered before the American 
Academy for Jewish Research in December, 1952. 

For the general Jewish story in the wake of the Crusaders’ conquests, see Dina- 
burg [Dinur], “On the History of the Jews in Palestine in the Time of the First 
Crusade” (Hebrew), Zion (O.S.), II (1927), 38 ff.; the brief discussion by Strauss 
[Ashtor], Toledoth hay-Yehudim be-Mifrayim we Stiryah, I, 35 ff.; J. Prawer, Mam¬ 
ie kheth Yerushalayim haf-$albanith, 8, 50 ff.; and esp. his “The Jews in the Latin 
Kingdom of Jerusalem” (Hebrew), Zion, XI (1945-46), 38 ff.; Goitein’s new sources 
cited above, 189, note 75, and his later communications; and, most recently, Baron, 
Social and Religious History of the Jews, IV, 106 if.-(and notes). 

99 This information was previously summed up in Part II of my “Some Aspects of 
Karaite-Rabbanite Relations in Byzantium on the Eve of the First Crusade,” PAAJR, 
XXV (1956), 157-62. 

100 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 76a-b, Alphabet 187: ia navi a*atm nn» n*mi> p da pa 
twin a»awi pin rut nap (k ra 'ai) ainaa :nnsna pnp la np»n nnpn msnoa ir/niia 
pmai ... :iinpnp (>aa ipipi> napn on nit nap (a’m 'ai) ni> naan p» 'in 'n!> nos 
univia alia naa pai ’^ik i^ipaa ^kpji npnn pvnn p»i jo*i pm. And again, 76b, 
Alphabet 188: naiaa pai> nsinai pitta i in Tin msaa n!> maim npnn .it mini nn» inn 
imaa .. -Timsaa lineaa abater mis mai n”ttn nun mwp n«pn np»i »nt :unii>i ntpai i>aai 
Wtp^i npni> am :wpnp pita i^ipa nn» n»tna D’pinin i>an ... :iss-itta ansipn anattn 
pin a'* nip u *n D*sni* limit pa a'm ... :mn»a mm ri’iaip p man*i utbp’ 'inn dp d’Ra(> 
nant ii’Su ii’matt ninrai iintona ipk it nmVaa npnpn pm »bpi pirn kSk jiaisi* it no. 
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ponding date in the preceding year. Reports on drought or abundance 
of rainfall may also prove useful. Similarly, a comparison of the weather 
now with what it was last year could yield an important lead . 101 But, 
ultimately, HadassI, too, could not help realizing that such efforts were 
expressions of piety rather than realistic guides toward a permanent 
solution of the calendar problem. He, therefore, suggested observing a 
pattern of successive units of two regular years to be followed by one 
leap-year. The proclamation of a leap-year was especially indispensable 
in the event of marked discrepancy between Greek Orthodox Easter 
and Rabbinical Passover . 102 

In the light of what was said earlier in connection with the mutual 
interest of Christians and Jews in each others’ system of calendation , 103 
Hadassi's advice does not seem at all amazing. In Byzantium especially 
there was a keen consciousness of the Easter season and of the relation 
of Christian Easter to Jewish Passover. In the first place, Easter was the 
most important feast of the year throughout the Empire, so much so 
that the general term ioerf, i.e., holiday, was frequently used as 
a synonym thereof . 104 Secondly, the dates of Passover and of Easter 
were closely intertwined . 105 Furthermore, the Jews were made painfully 
aware of the importance of that season to their Christian neighbors 
through Justinian’s prohibition of the public celebration of Passover 

101 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 76b, Alphabets 187-88: nntan Tin Dipaa bk ,eaen noipna pel eja 
OTpo naiana inaian oipaa eaen noipna pi va fpnaa beam a»aan Da am wieo mea nae 
pern eim mix enpa’m nbieaa p’a enna ia n-»a usnaa naab beam »a paa dki :ibiea me 
ik ime nnn nmsa meai :ib’ean me Dipa miana iroian me noipna eaen naa hV> dki :ibibsa 
tk :innn mama pem em am p :ibim imaaa a’aHa beam abi lb’aei lanna Rbe an nan 
enn a^> neon men nan. And further on, Alphabet 188: lbiea nine n«ana D’pimn baa 
vnue ’iieai -pbnai aiaoa mea me eaen noipna pebi meb «]K ... mpnb nin :ineinp p«a 
xa B'aooim ’a )B’ eaen ipem an in m»aai pna mba ia»a' ’bia a»aan moan nine maea 
-irma lpnpm o.n*nooa ismin nea s*j ’b’aeta >oa i:sna inn pe ... tnainaa D*nesi impa. 

102 Ibid., 76b-c, Alphabet 188: /unane noipnii nuea nnaiea nrun nitaieo n»ne nuea «|a ibn 
."iaeb ibi ab nnaiea nmn neieo nnabi :.naieai name moipna nnaiean mea aue dhbib nieeb 
:nanb niana b»ae o»ae neon :nasa men »ta paia»n naan ninia.n npnn.n naea»a 
nab env ne :a»pinn nmn npea ,o»ponoian yin ii ...naann lib lamn mana nem me manual 
eaen p ,«'ba d»bbdi 'ba snaes ,poion mme iaa »a :o»pinn mna iem ab »a .D’pnpna nmpe 
:o»psia mna nnaini neanna D»p»ma.n omen ninea iaie» no mppinb a-> aeoi a'» inae oeo ,poion 
ymuea nbion D’nban Kin mi. And again, 76d-77a, Alphabet 190: pnpnb lib nan pb 
be -|bae una»a m ma>a :yrmaea nbion 'n pooai :unibia oiba pmi paa ’bin usnaa a’awn be 
jnaieaa am p a l a > n n niaiK nos npnm naeai :nnaiea nmnnimeon o’aeno’ne 
einn: nea ne .oue o»ae enpa avm me be n»empan ma» bba sa :yb’aea pmpna isna nnn pe 
inai nae mspa ouia nmaea ounai n*nea usna nnn paan. (.Ribonin, meaning “the feuding 
[party]," was a widespread pun on rabbanim. Cf., e.g., above, 263, note 33.) 

I® 2 Cf. above, 272, 280. 

104 See Krauss, Studien zur byz.-jiid. Geschichte, 37. 

105 Cf. above, 280, note 78, the quotation from Yafiya of Anioch. 
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whenever it preceded Easter. 106 At any rate, Hadassi’s remark, unique 
in its terminology, indicates that the date of Easter (pesah ummoth) 
carried significant weight in the calendary considerations of the Byzantine 
Karaites. It affected their proclamations of leap-years and the eventual 
postponement of the Karaite Passover till the next month. 107 

In addition to the suggested, more or less mechanical, pattern of regular 
and intercalated calendar-years, a Rabbanite-modeled expansion of the 
festivals proper was also proposed to include the time which might possibly 
(though not necessarily) belong to the legal duration of the holiday. 
Thus, Hadassi impressed upon his flock that as long as clear-cut instruc¬ 
tions from Palestine fail to be forthcoming, two festive days (instead of 
the prescribed one) should be observed for the holidays falling on “doubt¬ 
ful” years. 108 All these deviations from the original system notwith¬ 
standing, Hadassi was still clinging to the old fiction of Palestinian 
supremacy in Karaite calendation: 

Such is the path we shall tread in years like these [he solemnly declares], for this 
is what we learned from those arriving from the Holy Land. 109 

FAILURE OF THE “ABIB” SYSTEM 

It was not before the second half of the thirteenth century that the 
discontinuance of the abib mode of calendation in Byzantium was 
openly admitted. For, in spite of repeated attempts to revive the Pales¬ 
tinian center, the Karaite settlement in Jerusalem after Salah-ad-Din’s 
reconquest of the city in 1187 remained pitifully insignificant. 110 Bolstered 
by two centuries of Karaite adjustment to Rabbinic ways on Byzantine 
soil, and assisted by the Byzantine Karaites’ “new look” at the Talmud 
(also expressed fully for the first time in the thirteenth century), Byzantine 

106 This is, anyway, what Procopius of Caesarea relates for the period of Justinian 
the Great, in his Anecdota or Secret History , Ch. XXVOT, 16-18. See the Greek text 
and the English translation of H. B. Dewing, in Vol. VI of the Loeb Classics edition 
of Procopius, 332 If. Cf. J. Juster, LesJuifs dans VEmpire romaln, I, 282 f. and 356 f.; 
Krauss, op. cit., 56 f.; Baron, The Jewish Community, I, 230, and Social and Religious 
History of the Jews (2nd ed.), m, 11; M. Avi-Yonah, Bi- Yme Roma u-Byzantion, 
181. Whether Justinian's decree was still (or ever) actually enforced on the Jews of 
the Empire is not for us to answer here. 

107 On the no less pronounced consciousness of Christian-Karaite similarity with 
regard to the date of Shabu‘oth (Pentecost), see above, 278 f., and the notes thereto. 

i°8 See above, 338, note 102: o»se d’j® «nps iron mtr Vo D*pnp»n m»» Ws dj. 

109 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 76-c, Alphabet 188: snu p »s -|i>i n ini 

“inmp ptm masas. 

110 See Mann’s “Summary of the Data Concerning the Karaite Settlement in Jeru¬ 
salem Subsequent to the Crusades,’’ Texts and Studies, II, 120 If. 
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Karaism officially sanctioned the Rabbanite (precalculated) nineteen-year 
cycle of intercalation. Even then, this act was presented as an involuntary 
compromise with realities of exilic life and a sorry sign of a sinful 
generation. It could therefore be valid only in the Diaspora. 

Now, those of our brethren [states the thirteenth-century Aaron ben Joseph the 
Elder] who live these days in Ere? Yisrael follow the custom of our holy fathers who 
used to determine [intercalation] according to the [ripening of] abib there. Alas, 
our many sins have caused us, who live outside the [Holy] Land, to follow the reform 
of the nineteen-year lunar cycle introduced by the Rabbanites. According to that 
reform, the third, the sixth, the eighth, the eleventh, the fourteenth, the seventeenth 
and the nineteenth years of the cycle are subject to intercalation. When our sages, 
blessed be their memory, realized that most of these Rabbanite-computed intercalations 
are correct, they authorized us to adopt the pattern. 111 

By the middle of the fourteenth century the abib question has under¬ 
gone, so to speak, a full hundred-and-eighty degree turn: the familiar 
pattern of Karaite-Rabbanite conflicts over intercalation gave way now 
to a conspicuous discrepancy in the matter within the Karaite world 
itself. Thus, Aaron ben Elijah reported for the year 1336 c.E. a full 
one-month difference between the calendar of the Karaites in Constanti¬ 
nople (who, without exception, followed now the Rabbanite cycle) and 
the calendar of their brethren in Palestine, “the seekers of abib ." n2 A 


111 Cf. Mibfrar on Exodus, 15b: u»man wans D’lma ixno’ p«a on® D’Nipn irnn ja avn 
"itiR o’S^in nsina D’mn imuk n’a-in nuuni pua a’asn ’n n’mi i’n® 0 ’®npn 
!>'t lraan ii»3®ii ibkdi r» V’ k*’ ti 'i '»upm .a’j® b*’ ma!> nma upn® e’aam ppn 
nr aaniK lman ran annaarr an ’3, The same admission of involuntary compromise is 
still voiced in the fifteenth century by Elijah Bashyachi, Addereth EUyyahu, Section 
giddush ha-fjodesh, Ch. XL, 36a: ian» pin rwnpn paa upmna a’ann wmawa lanaai 
nt® ’mb ni>apn A»a ia’m« b’®id® na ’S3 mam ]ia®n ’-mu i®™ 1 ^ aaman a’attn nw’xaa ra®a 
nanpnn -jn nna ■ps nnan ran pit®3 ’3 anpa i>io®’ paa a’aan na’sa ina "]®n: jiatrnn. 
Cf. there also his earlier statements to this effect, Ch. XXXIV, 33a, Ch. XXXVI, 
34a. 

112 Cf. the story in Aaron’s Gan ‘Eden, 22b: naira »3 iijsb o'on nunaa laaara nam 
»-iE>n snn a’aan ’®paa i>m®’ pa ’»aai> nm ^i!>a ®in ia!» rpn® na mmana n’B’am. The event 
was retold from Aaron’s Code by Elijah Bashyachi, Addereth , 36b, as evidence that, in 
spite of possible errors, such as the one just cited and one that happened in Bashyachi’s 
own time (see next note), the Rabbanite cycle was reliable. 

Incidentally, though both Aaron ben Elijah and Bashyachi follow in their codes the 
traditional Karaite pattern of counting the holidays from Nisan, their stress on the 
discrepancy involving Tishri (i.e., the first month of the Rabbanite calendar-year), 
rather than Nisan, is not without significance. It stands out distinctly against the 
pre-Crusade accounts. Thus, to cite the eleventh-century Genizah epistle discussed 
above, 329, it was Nisan that had to be postponed due to the late ripening of abib 
in Palestine. The reverse and more drastic case, reported by Levi ben Yefeth and quot¬ 
ed above, 326, note 66, again directly involved the month of Nisan. The unexpectedly 
early ripening of the abib, we recall, caused then the Karaite leaders to cancel the 
Purim Festival and to proclaim that the day which was thought to be the fourteenth of 
Addr was actually the fourteenth of Nisan. 
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similar occurrence was recorded for the late fifteenth century by Elijah 
Bashyachi. 113 A Karaite pilgrim to Palestine reported another incident 
of the same kind in 1641. 114 Many more such discrepancies must have 
naturally occurred in the course of the past six hundred years, but failed 
to be recorded. 

Thus has a great intra-Karaite rift on the abib issue taken final shape, 
splitting Karaism asunder according to geographical lines. The Karaites 
of Palestine as well as those of Egypt and Syria, bordering on the Holy 
Land, continued to adhere to the original method of observing the state 
of the spring crop as the only determinant of New Year and intercalation. 
Special emissaries would be sent out annually to Palestine from the 
communities of Egypt and Syria for the purpose of collecting the neces¬ 
sary agricultural data. 

The Karaite Jews [reports the fourteenth-century Karaite legist Israel Hamma'arabi], 
the adherents of Scripture, who live close to Palestine—such as the community of 
Mi$rayim [=Mi$r, i.e., Fus{at] and Alexandria, which is [the biblical] No Amon, as 
well as the communities of Damascus and Aleppo, that is of [the biblical] Ere? §6b5 


Now, it goes without saying that the post-Crusade calendar Variances (this time 
within the Karaite camp itself) were also due to fluctuations in the date of Nisan, fluc¬ 
tuations caused by delayed or advanced ripening of abib in Palestine. And yet, signi¬ 
ficantly, it was now not in Nisan but in Tishri that a discrepancy, if any, between the 
Byzantine Karaite community and the sectaries in the East made itself felt and was 
put on record. This indirectly serves as an additional indicator of the extent to which 
the Karaite calendar in Byzantium has fallen in line with that of the Rabbanites, 
as far as intercalation of leap-years was concerned. 

U3 Addereth Eliyyahu, Section Kiddush ha-Jfiodesh, Ch. XL, 36b: mnTa mpn p 
13K1Z7 I'm nmnn v» mtrt? nnm anpn i’va nn!>npn o’im ia!>n [ura-eo] nmn!> i'ts n'in na» 
neiponat? [»'n ’inpi>=] oni> run ui> n’m la. Again, reiterates Bashyachi, inadequa¬ 
cies of this kind should not decide against the use of the Rabbanite cycle system, 
for the latter is, in the given circumstances at any rate, the next-best method: urn pm 
nanpnn nm nns o’ainn urn iron nm non mainri [»’n nnp=] on »a ,uminn nm n!> 
b»» m -nasa an aits small nm pm ninavt »b lus ism nixani nilntsa «a» liaipn ins bs»« ss’m. 

n 4 Cf. the Itinerary of Samuel ben David the Karaite of Crimea. Samuel stayed 
in Constantinople, on his way to Egypt, during the second week of Tishri, when his 
coreligionists in the city were about to celebrate the Feast of Sukkoth. However, on 
his arrival in Egypt, Samuel observed the same holiday a full month later, “according 
to the finding of abib in the Holy Land.” See Samuel’s account in H. J. Gurland, 
Ginze Yisrael, I, 1 f. and 5; A. Yaari, Masse''oth Eref Yisrael, 226 and 231. 

While in the two instances reported by Aaron ben Elijah and Elijah Bashyachi 
the Karaites of Palestine and the Near Eastern regions counted a regular year, contrary 
to those of Byzantium who followed the Rabbanites and considered it a leap-year, the 
situation was reversed in the case related by the Crimean pilgrim. Obviously, the 
barley ripened quite late in Palestine in 1641, although the Rabbanite calendar showed 
a regular year. Hence, the Egyptian Karaites, adhering to the abib system, intercalated 
the year, while the Karaites of Constantinople followed their Rabbanite neighbors. 
This caused the Turkish Karaites to be one month in advance of their brethren in 
the Near East insofar as the date of festivals was concerned. 
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and Aram Naharayim—now, these communities use to send out each year trustworthy 
envoys to Palestine. The latter search and inquire and investigate and seek out the 
abib in all those localities which have won traditional renown as containing the earliest 
ripening crops, in advance of all other places. And the moment ripe barley is found, 
they take along two bunches of the sheaves of [ripened] barley and bring back this 
[concrete] proof of abib to their respective communities and show them the matured 
crop, whereupon the Karaite population celebrates the Passover. Now, these envoys 
return to the above communities not later than the tenth of Nisan. 115 

The Karaite testimony is corroborated as late as 1488 c.e. (i.e., the time 
corresponding to the last years of Elijah Bashyachi) by the objective and 
trustworthy account of a Rabbanite leader. 116 

115 Cf. Israel Hamma'arabi’s Seder 'Inyan ha-Ibbiir (composed in the first quarter 

of the fourteenth century), as quoted by P. F. Frankl, “Karaische Studien (Nachtrag),” 
MGWJ, XXV (1876), 328 ff., esp. 329 f.; also in Assaf-Mayer, Sefer hay-Yishshub, 
II, 107a, No. 21: ansa bv fcipn pK^ anp> a’a®TO mpan »>ya annpn ^r-i®> >an 

nit; taa mSnpn i^k ,onm Dim Rais din an® ,s^n ^®i p®m bv ^np>m ,pn« ni Kin ,ntnniaDK 
[a’aan nK-=] ini« a’®snai nnpim a’®nn a’®paai ^sn®’ annKj b’® 3K a»rfci® men 
’3® las n’npnb toana ’3 mR kxb’ dki ,maipan ^aa anip ksb» d® ’a n^apa awirn maipan ^aa 
m®y nm ,noa n’®isi a'attn an(> d'kibi awm nns an^ a’K’am amy®n ^a® ]» nnaw 
nii'npn lto Sal> a’m^®n i!>k B’U'an jana. 

The same was reported a hundred and fifty years later by Elijah Bashyachi, Addereth 
Eliyyahii, Section JCiddush ha-Ifodesh, Ch. XXXIV, 32c: .. .^m®’ pKa a’aRn nn’sa »s bv 
naix anKi nmu nnKi ansa pxai ^ki®» p«a a’Kxa:n nnnpn li’nn avn a’®w® laa. 

A testimony to the same effect reaches us from Egypt itself through the early fifteenth- 
century Samuel al-Maghribi, the author of the Murshid (see on him briefly, Poznanski, 
Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah, 81 f.). Obviously speaking on the basis of 
personal experience (he lived in Cairo and there he composed his code in 1434), 
Samuel states that only the people of Damascus and Cairo are under the obligation to 
follow the abib. The distant communities, however, should fix their New Year according 
to the nineteen-year cycle. Cf. the Arabic text in Traktat iiber Neulichtbeobachtung 
und den Jahresbeginn bei den Kardern von Samuel ben Moses (ed. F. Kauffmann), 
16; German tr., 26. 

116 Cf. the well-known letter of ‘Obadyah of Bertinoro, published first by Neubauer, 
“Zwei Briefe Obadjah’s aus Bartenoro,” Jahrbuch fiir die Geschichte der Juden, 111 
(1863), 195 ff, esp. 207; reproduced in Luncz’s Hamme‘ammer, III (1919), 117, 
and in A. Yaari’s Iggeroth Eref Yisrael, 119: ns® >aa B’toina a’n^i® [ansa nnp=] an 
B’Knpn n:®n nav» Bin .nnam nas nay nans m®n nvin® b® nun n®« ’sai ,3’awi niKii> 
b®k nra pa nnay» k 1> ^lsuwaoBiipa® a’tnpm ,5>®a in bv ,anxaa®. 

See also our earlier references to ‘Obadyah’s letter, above, 154, note 269, 162, 
note 292. 

In view of this impartial Rabbanite testimony from the late fifteenth century, 
Assaf’s qualified acceptance of the statement by the early fourteenth-century Karaite, 
Israel Hamma'arabi (see last note), does not seem warranted, esp. since Assaf him¬ 
self recalls in a footnote (Sefer hay- Yishshub, II, 45, note 21) the epistle of ‘Obadyah. 
Assaf’s remark there (107a, No. 21) that the situation described by Hamma’arabi “fits 
also—and, perhaps, particularly—into the period under review [in Vol. II of Sefer 
hay- Yishshub]," i.e., preceding the Crusades, fails to take into account Hamma'arabrs 
earlier report that the maskilim (meaning the Karaites) of most communities have 
already forsaken the abib system in favor of the precalculated Rabbanite cycle 
pattern: -nma bv nay pa®n in bv na^ aw •>: ^m®’ an ^’a®a rnn 3"v. This situation. 
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This stubborn effort of perpetuating the unwieldy, obsolete method of 
Palestino-centric calendation was, then, limited to the Near Eastern Ka¬ 
raite groups alone. The Karaites of Byzantium, however, and (later) 
those of the Turkish-conquered former Byzantine lands as well as of the 
East European communities, deviated ever more from their ancient 
system and followed the calendary practice of their Rabbanite neighbors. 

True, in one area—that of the kethubboth —the forces of inherent con¬ 
servatism were still at work and insisted on viewing the new situation as a 
passing phenomenon only. The modern formula of the Karaite marriage 
contract, printed in the East European Karaite prayerbooks, shows 
only a qualified acceptance of the Rabbanite system of calendation. 
Thus, never was the original obligation of the newlywed couple to 
adhere to the abib principle cancelled formally. It was only modified to 
read that bridegroom and bride will sanctify the holidays following 
a calendar which was based on the “observation of the New Moon and 
the finding of abib in the Holy Land, if they can find t7.” 117 

Yet, even this fiction could not reverse the inevitable trend of events. 
In the long run the abib principle could not fare better than the other 
premises of Karaite legislation which, as we recall, had to be thrown 
overboard by force of changed circumstances. Much like the original 
anti-Talmudism, the nominal raison d'etre of sectarian ideology, which 
gave way already in the thirteenth century to the paradoxical claim 
that, after all, “most of the sayings of the Mishnah and the Talmud 
stem from our [Karaite] Fathers” 118 —the initial Karaite hostility to the 

with the exception of Babylonia (see above, 303 ff.), was definitely the result of 
disintegration of ties with Palestine in the wake of the Crusades. Thus, it fits into 
the period of Hamma'arabi rather than into the eleventh century. 

117 Cf. Seder Tefilbth hak-Kara'im, ed. Gozlow, IV, 39b-40a (reprinted by Gaster, 
“Die Ketubbah bei den Samaritanem,” MGWJ, LIV [1910], 578 f.), and ed. Vienna, 
IV, 67 (the reference given by Gulak on reprinting the formula in his 0$ar hash- 
Shefaroth, 58, No. 54, and copied from there in Sefer hay-YishshOb, II, 107a, No. 
20 , should be corrected accordingly!): *pnai U’O in mnaa nab nnaaa an’a® lanni isn tun 
n a ® a a n» dm ban®» paa a»aan nautaai nvn mans D’®np>an **"i» *nsna mt ma®b am m 
ina»saa. An English version of the kethubbah is included in Nemoy’s beautiful 
translation of the Karaite marriage ritual, Karaite Anthology, 284, under (F). See 
also above, 296, note 13. 

The clause mirntaa na®a dt> dh goes back, I believe, to the conservative formulation 
of Aaron ben Elijah, Gan 'Eden, 21d, who insisted on the fiction of preserving the 
obligation of the quest for abib “as long as physically feasible”: n’risa mbaa lanaa abiai 
triton iata ton i n a •> s a a n a ® a n •> ® * a a'a /ia»baa ,nsan nar nbaa abi a’aan n®f>aa 
pan D>pnnm ton ma»3aa n a ® a d n> p a d a ia a>aan »b to n’aam wipb a»inn 
nanpn [inn to=] n'» araton ban®’. See also the same wording in the (later) text of 
Bashyachi, quoted above, 340, note 111. 

its 3 ^ the quotations above, 241 f., notes 79, 82. 
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Rabbanite intercalation system was also replaced by a similar claim. 
In flagrant contradiction to the tenth- and eleventh-century Palestino- 
centric arguments, the precalculated calendar was ultimately hailed 
as the noble legacy of the prophetically inspired repatriants (“The 
Good Figs”) of the First Babylonian Exile. 

As if this paradox of claiming the nineteen-year cycle as a praiseworthy 
ancient reform were not enough, a rationale was also supplied for the 
ensuing regional break-up of Karaism on the abib issue. The curious 
process of adjustment did finally “legalize,” as it were, the very rift 
within the Karaite sect and gave it the official sanction of a unanimous 
decree of all Karaite scholars: 

Summa summarum [thus winds up Bashyachi his discussion of the subject], all have 
decreed that those dwelling in Palestine should proceed in accord with the abib which 
is found in the Land of Israel, whereas those who are far from the Holy Land should 
follow the computed cycle of regular and intercalated calendar-years. 120 

Thus ends the story of a principle and its defeat. 

EYE-WITNESSING THE NEW MOON 

Lunar observation was the other basic determinant of Karaite calen- 
dation. As the Karaite sine qua non for fixing the first day of each month, 
it became an irritating bone of contention between the two factions of 
Jewry wherever a sectarian community was established. 

Now, although usually pronounced in one breath with abib, 121 the 
principle of lunar observation as prerequisite for proclaiming a new 
month resembled neither in nature nor in scope the agricultural pheno¬ 
menon determining New Year. Geographically independent and universal, 

1,9 Cf. Aaron ben Elijah’s quotation from Seder 'Inyan ha-Ibbur of Israel Ham- 
ma’arabi, in Gan 'Eden, 22b: ppn am nmnn ppn >3 B'J »aunsn ban&> iraa osnn naa 
vara nmon upm wav ira on ,rn ma vn om-ina nara ira J>aa wiv maien ouann 
v-ina iraa pin onm ’D bs s’san pt naipnb muira -ira ouvi nnaisa. This statement was 
copied verbatim from Gan ‘Eden by Elijah Bashyachi, in his Addereth Eliyyahu, 
Section JjCiddOsh ha-Ifodesh, Ch. XL, 36b. The clause on the “Good Figs” was 
paraphrased also by the Arabic-writing Samuel al-Maghribl. Cf. his Traktat, Arabic 
Section, 16. The editor, however, could not make sense of the maltha Quanta, and tried 
to emend the text. Correspondingly, his German translation (p. 26) is also inaccurate. 

For the diametrically opposed, Palestino-centric interpretation of the calendary 
legacy of Jewry’s ancient (Assyrian and Babylonian) exilic experience, cf. above, 
321 and note 52. 

120 Cf. Elijah Bashyachi, in Addereth Eliyyahu, 36b: D»awn ’3 i>3n ipse nan tpo 
pavn nna mnn D’pim on -iphi i>ait?’ paa asn:n a’aan >b bs mrai> i»aiv’ yaaa 
meiraai miaivna ntrm.i. See also the earlier formulation of Samuel al-Maghribi, 
summarized above, 342, end of note 115. 

121 Cf., for instance, the wording of the kethubboth cited above, 295 ff., notes 9, 
10 , 13, 15, 16, and in many other texts introduced in the foregoing discussion. 
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the act of sighting the New Moon fared therefore in Byzantium quite 
differently than the territorially exclusive, Palestino-centric mode of 
intercalating years. In the first place, it did not lose its validity with the 
Crusades. The contrary rather is true. With the gradual diminution 
and ultimate discontinuance of the abib method in the Byzantine Karaite 
calendar, the importance of lunar observation—the only remaining 
time determinant on which Karaites and Rabbanites were still divided— 
increased considerably. 

This reverse process can well be illustrated by the literary pheno¬ 
menon emphasized already at the outset of our calendar discussion. 
Byzantine Karaite literature from the twelfth century on did not preserve 
a single explicit recollection of a Karaite-Rabbanite feud over intercala¬ 
tion, although, we have seen, feuds of this kind did take place before the 
Crusades. 122 The late texts do, however, refer to several cases of inter¬ 
denominational conflicts resulting from Karaite insistence on lunar 
observation. This can be explained only by assuming that Karaite 
scholars quite naturally chose to remember only those incidents, past 
and present, which were based on a principle still at work in the Karaite 
society of their time. They preferred to ignore rather past conflicts 
which were rotoed in a principle that had long since lost its validity. 
For, surely, the recalling of such instances would merely bring into 
sharper relief the abandonment by later Karaism of the sect’s original 
system of intercalation. 

A comparable situation can be observed also at the other end of the 
Mediterranean. This situation was indirectly reported by Yehudah 
Hallevi for twelfth-century Spain. Decrying the hypocrisy of Karaite 
tactics in calendar disputes which he may have observed personally in 
the Iberian Peninsula, Hallevi challenges the sectaries to explain their 
behavior: 

For, [on the one hand,] I see them [i.e., the Karaites] follow the Rabbanites in inter¬ 
calating [leap-years] through the addition of a Second Adar to [the regular month of] 
Adar, and, at the same time, they taunt the Rabbanites about lunar observation of the 
month of Tishri. “How could you observe the Fast of Atonement [ Kippur ] on the 
ninth of Tishri?’, they ask. Why, they should be ashamed of themselves! [How dare 
they reproach us for an illusory difference of a day, while] they themselves are in the 
dark as to whether that very month is Elul or Tishri, in case of intercalation, or whether 
it is Tishri or Marheshwdn, if they do not intercalate the year! 123 

Now, there is no certainty that, similar to their Byzantine brethren, 
the Spanish Karaites did forego the abib practice only at the end of the 

122 See above, 327 ff. 

123 Cf. Hallevi’s Kuzari in Ibn Tibbon’s version, Part I, end of § 38: »anr>aiim in’’m 
mn tnnn nWa crown [c’mpn=] —referring to his earlier query in § 35 with regard to 
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eleventh or in the early twelfth century under the pressure of international 
developments. They may have followed even earlier the example of the 
Babylonian sectaries and adopted Rabbanite computation, 124 although 
the persistent memory in Spain, all through the twelfth century, of close 
contacts with Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah and his school in eleventh-century 
Palestine militates against such an assumption. 125 Be that as it may, 
the vivid picture drawn by Hallevi of the Karaites’ insistence on lunar 
observation, at the very time when, cut off from Palestine, they had to 
resign themselves to borrowing the Rabbanite method of intercalation, 
is highly illuminating. It is characteristic of the especially perplexed 
position of Western Karaism during and after the Crusades, a position 
shared by the sectaries in Byzantium and in Spain alike. 

VICISSITUDES OF LUNAR OBSERVATION 
A difference between the precalculated Rosh-Hodesh (first day of the 
month) and the actual witnessing of the New Moon could result in a 
discrepancy of a full day. Thus, the Rabbanites could be celebrating, 
say, the first of Tishri (New Year) on one day, while the Karaites consid¬ 
ered that day a weekday, notwithstanding the prayer and singing 
issuing from Rabbanite synagogues. An occurrence of this sort is indeed 

Ex. 12:2—o’ppi) D.ni tik3 hk Tiara n>jam nn« o*aVin arm nun ’jri 
turn br D’snv bj’r nm itna> .nwna nmwia nua bis anas "pa >im m » n»*ma a nV 
uma b’tsik in rVii .]nar» pnaa pwna i« rw bk ir nair>®a nm ir Wr Rian 
13 rp nV nrp: "pRi ViSr ir liurnn ir n®n nan bk vn kV nruR ,aWaaa irrai nai B’saion 
tnnV nrsa ir ’ir»©na lmsna ona natal Bnmapra B’abin. 

The passage was for the first time correctly related to the changing process of the 
Karaite calendary system by H. J. Bornsteln, in a note ad loc . The note was printed 
anonymously in the Warsaw edition of the Kiizari by A. Zifrinowitsch (1911), 173 f. 
(republished: A. Zifroni, Tel-Aviv [1948], 180 ff., note), and, later, in Bomstein’s 
“Recent History of Intercalation” (Hebrew), Hattelfiifah, XIV-XV (1922), 368 f., note 2. 

124 See above, 303 ff. 

125 This memory must have communicated itself even to the local Rabbanites, 
so much so that an Abraham ibn Daud would erroneously attribute the very establish¬ 
ment of Karaism in Spain to a disciple of Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah. See on it my "Elijah 
Bashyachi” (Hebrew), Tarblz, XXV (1955-56), esp. 190 ff, where this pseudo-historical 
reconstruction is refuted. Cf. also above, 34 f. (and notes). YeshO'ah’s own books were 
apparently so popular in Spain, even among the Rabbanites, that the self-same Ibn 
Daud could not help entering a debate with the concepts set out therein. In fact, he 
wrote a special book of refutation of Yeshu'ah’s Commentary on Genesis. Cf. Seder 
hak-lfabbalah, in Medieval Jewish Chronicles , I, 81. See also my comments in Tarbiz, 
XXV (1955-56), 190, note 84. 

The tremendous popularity in twelfth- and, undoubtedly, also in eleventh-century 
Spain of the biblical commentaries of Yefeth ben ‘All, the tenth-century Palestinian 
Karaite exegete who enjoyed great esteem in Byzantium, must similarly be considered 
in this connection. It strengthens the assumption that all through the tenth and ele¬ 
venth centuries Spanish Karaism followed the lead of the Palestinian center. 
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reported by a fourteenth-century Karaite writer (on the basis of older 
texts) 126 for the year 1097—a memorable year in the reign of Emperor 
Alexios I, when the Crusaders (called in our text Ashkenazim, i.e., 
“Germans”) reached Constantinople. 127 

A reverse occurrence, so goes another report by the same scholar 
(also based on an earlier work), 128 happened on the first day of Nisan, 
when the Karaites sighted the New Moon a day earlier than predicted by 
the Rabbanite calendar. This involved the problem of removal of 
leavened bread from Karaite homes on what appeared to the Rabbanites 
the eve of the thirteenth, instead of the prescribed fourteenth, day of 
Nisan. Nevertheless, the source assures us, several pious Rabbanites 
joined the sectarians in the ceremonial of bVur hamef (i.e., removal of 
leaven). Again, a memorable year it was, for one Shemaryah Alexandros 
arrived at that time in Constantinople, possibly as the emissary of the 
Egyptian Karaite community. 129 

Additional conflicts are cited for the thirteenth and later centuries. 
Since, however, unlike the abib problem, the story does not close with 
Byzantium, we cannot transgress the chronological limits of this study 
by including also the later incidents. Suffice it to say here that, in the 
long run, the principle of lunar observation was to admit defeat no 
less than the Palestino-centric method of intercalation. Indeed, its 
abandonment, too, was to be curiously explained away later as a singular 
success of Karaite jurisprudence. 130 


126 Aaron ben Elijah, in Gan ‘Eden, 8d: onnwa nno D’mpn ’^’swa ]n "|K. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the original source is unavailable. 

127 Ibid.: ni’ bv nrpni O’Wonn vn O’mni ]tzr>n mtaa ipaa rrwi nmai ]iai mpnw 
tuneipa dumpk i«as> jan ^an np&pht pta luntnpa n’n nn nmnn. See also Mann, Texts 
and Studies, n, 43, and note 83. 

To the references given there by Mann for the term Ashkenazim, in the meaning of 
“Crusaders,” add now line 24 of the Arabic Genizah document published by S. D. 
Goitein, “New Sources on the Fate of the Jews During the Crusaders’ Conquest of 
Jerusalem” (Hebrew), Zion, XVII (1952), 137, Hebrew translation, 141. Cf. also the 
English version of the document, in Goitein’s “Contemporary Letters on the Capture 
of Jerusalem by the Crusaders,” JJS, III (1952), 172. 

128 Gan ‘Eden, 8d: in pan nt amam. This source is likewise lost. 

129 Ibid.: tp n 0’ia-in nmap oi’i O’mpn linpi imtoi nnmiE> o’:bkj on» ’■"» nno nn* ]iaiaIK 
ip»n D’aa-in ]a ovbmv noo pnn nt amam ranoipa ovrueatot ipioo h *aw pta n’n nn mal> 
D’ttipn mapsa pn nsa twin. See above, 272 and note 58, for a possible Rabbanite 
echo of the incident. For a tentative identification of Shemaryah of Alexandria see 
Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 43. Starr (Jews in the Byz. Empire, 209) draws attention, 
however, to the fact that the contiguity of the two reports in Aaron ben Elijah’s Code 
does not necessarily imply that the two events were contemporaneous. 

130 See on it Poznahski, Die karaische Llteratur der letzten dreissig Jahre, 7 f., 
n connection with $emah Darn'd, composed by David Kukizow in 1848 (printed in 
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Some memorable events of general import have been mentioned, we 
recall, in the above-cited texts in conjunction with the dates on which the 
Karaite-Rabbanite feuds over Rosh-Hodesh had taken place in Constantin¬ 
ople. This inclusion of references to extraneous happenings which were 
otherwise unrelated to the subject-matter at hand is quite instructive. 
It possibly entitles us to infer the reason for the lucky preservation of 
the described calendar incidents. These early incidents persisted in the 
memory of the community not because they had no peer or because of 
their intrinsic importance over and above other (unrecorded) instances 
of the s ame kind. Rather, their preservation was due to their mere coinciding 
with events of a broader scope which left a deep imprint on the memories 
of those generations. Hence, it may be said with the greatest degree of 
probability that many more conflicts over lunar observation had taken 
place in the early stages of Byzantine Karaite history which are covered 
by this volume; they simply failed to get recorded. 

RABBANTTE ARGUMENTS 

These calendar discrepancies of one day were, by the simple law of 
averages, undoubtedly more frequent, yet no less irritating, than the 
differences in intercalation. No wonder, then, that Tobias ben Eliezer, 
the Byzantine Rabbanite leader of the time of the First Crusade, turned 
against them with particular vehemence. True, he, too, could not deny 
that lunar observation was in itself commendable. 131 Even so, he hastened 
to summon historical and juridical reasons in support of the Rabbinic 
way. 

The lunar observation method [argues Tobias] is not only often 
impractical; 132 it actually was never binding. 

And if you should ask, “How could the Late Sages [ Aharonim ] impose a reform 
based on [precalculated] postponements [defiiyyoth] of Rdsh-Hodesh over and above 
the procedure of the Early Sages [Rishonim] who sanctified the beginning of the 
month according to lunar observation?"—here is the solution: The Torah said, “These 
are the appointed seasons of the Lord which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations” 
(Lev. 23:2). This means that proclamation of holidays depends on the Jewish people. 
Indeed, even in the days of the Prophets, Jews did not follow any other method but the 
sanctification of ROsh-ffodesh by court decision. For it is written, “This month shall 
be unto you the beginning of months” (Ex. 12:2), which is to say, ‘Look at [the pattern 
of] it and sanctify it accordingly’. This means [in other words] that the matter does 


1897). See also A. S. Halkin, “History of the ‘Blessing of the New Moon’ in the Ka¬ 
raite Congregation” (Hebrew), Horeb, II (1935), 87 ff. 

131 Lekafr lob on Genesis, 78 [39b]: rp’tnn vnpb iunia’V mn man. 

132 Ibid .: nann bv vns ■psnpn run: xb dr n«tnn b-v «np5> mania b'»k. 
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not depend on sighting the moon but on sanctification by court decision [Ifiddush 
beth dm]. 133 

The truth of the matter is [declares Tobias, following the midrash in 
Pirke de-RabbiEli'ezer] that precalculated calendation is a tradition going 
back to the remotest past of Jewry and mankind—indeed, it reaches back 
into the times of Adam himself. 134 But, granted even, for the sake of 
argument, that the fixed calendar was an innovation of later Rabbanite 
reformers; these reformers worked on firm ground. They were fully 
empowered to proceed with their modifications both by historical 
precedent and owing to the lofty ideal they were serving. For, in the 
first place, 

such is the way of the world: Each generation raises its own leader [to meet its needs 
and challenges as they come along]. As long as these [leaders] serve God, they all 
are equally entitled to be called God’s subjects. 

Truly, no single generation is capable of legislating for the good of all generations. 
But in each generation the leaders of Israel inform the People of God which is God’s 
Way, and they introduce reforms and innovations and add to the doctrines of the 
Early Sages, according to the [correct] way of worshipping our God. 135 

Secondly, a precalculated (hence, uniform) calendar is most vital for 
keeping the nation together. After all, the unity of Israel is at stake. 
More than once Tobias fulminates in his midrashic commentary against 
splitting the Congregation of Jacob into “feuding groups, where one 
group approves and the other repudiates the same thing, one celebrates 
the holy feast today and the other proclaims its date tomorrow.” 136 

These [precalculated] postponements [in the Rabbinic calendar] are a regulation 
[takkanah] of Jewry introduced into all branches of Jewish Dispersion with the intention 

133 Ibid.: ’"ed D’Pipn imp duiprir ppm V» nwnn ppm ranmt iapn pm [man nml n'Ki 
nnmp ,(a a* a np'i) pip ’Ripn oniK lRipn ipr m nna nVR dusr minn m pnaipn it .. .n”Rin 
,pi n’a pri’p -inn rVr D’aVin Vrip’ vn rV nwaan iV’brp ,D’iVn V rip's nnsinn Pimp 
□r m naaVn n”Ria nVn lain pRP ,pipi iri ms ,(a *n p) o?pin pan oaV nm pinn torip 
pi n’a Pll’pa. The source of Tobias’ homily is Bab. Tal. Rdsh hash-Shanah, 20a. 

134 See above, 270 and note 53, for Tobias’ thesis. 

135 Lekaf i fob on Genesis, 78 [39b]: hr omipnn [Viai ,nri3 ,in nna nt ,oVim ill p 
pa?’iin Vrip’ hp mi m Vaa rVr minn Va ipnV Via’ imt m pRi ,i’ia» n’Ripi nnRa ia*nVR 
iiviVr miaa? in V# D’liPRin Vs? pB’orai ppmni papnni m in m na»V. 

(The English translation of the first sentence, as given here, is not literal; but, I 
believe, it reflects faithfully the intention of Tobias ben Eliezer.) 

136 Lekah fob on Deuteronomy, 125 [63a]: mijR pipa? ivinp ,(i rV 'ai) ap»’ nVnp 
ibir nr ,nniiR nrmR ip»n rV ,(r i"’ *ai) miann rV idir ri,i pi ,nnuR nriiJR w»n rVi nnR 
mnV an pi p Ripn Dim idip nt ,mnn nn. And further in the same context: map in’ 
nniJR nniMt p’lwa? imn rVi nnR iiijr ppia? ivinp ,(n a'V 'ai) Vrip\ 

See also earlier in the same section of the Commentary, 43 [22a]: 'ai) munn rV 
pVoiD iVr imp nnuR nmiR ipsn rV ,ma ppVn rVr (r? n Vrui) RaV’R m pasa rV ,(r r> 
Dim?) isrip para nnR muR oaVa vn rVr ,mnV iVki Dim pip Ripn pi?aip iVr ,pmpan iVri 
mo’ pn V# lmian (i 'b. 
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that all—the whole People of God—shall [with its aid] observe the proclamation 
of festivals on one and the same day. This will prevent them from disintegrating into 
factions, where one faction [observes the holiday] today, while the other [postpones 
it until] tomorrow. 137 

Even in the heat of controversy the Karaites could not remain unmindful 
of this genuine desire for unity and of the impact that such arguments 
had on the rank and file of diasporic Jewry. 1 38 Thus, the Karaites’ 
persistent defense of their unwieldy calendar system was now doubly 
difficult. 


INHERENT WEAKNESS 

The precise nature of Rabbanite action against Karaite defiance in the 
field of calendation, apart from literary polemics, is not clear. Pu- 

137 Cf. Lekahi fdb on Genesis, 78 [39b]: Vto®* ni’Va Vsa on Van®’ mpn nimi 
imaV nn dim nt ,nma« nrnaa omriV kVi /n d» um bVib o’lma flump B*mi® mmV 
The same goes for the precalculated intercalation. Cf. Lekah fob on Exodus, 54 f. 
[27b]: bi* mm® bbm nr nvnh nniw nnus Vs*i®* m®»V ttVi nanm mo ■p 80 -’ nan pVi 
nr V® *u*s Dr’S VisrVi nr V® ®mp. 

It is interesting to note that Tobias ben Eliezer’s appeal for unity in the held of 
calendation resembles very much the phraseology employed in the ninth century by 
the already-quoted Babylonian exilarch. Cf. the text edited by Mann, Jews in Egypt 
and Palestine, II, 41 f. (also Bomstein, “Recent History of Intercalation" [Hebrew], 
Hattekufah, XIV-XV [1922], 346 f.; and Sefer hay-YishshOb, II, 101a, No. 5): *vrin 
nnma Vai o’tnina nn« rrm« ton®* Vsr iVna; and: mmnt mma« Van®’ m*V «Vi. See above, 
307, note 37. 

138 Cf. the Byzantine source Yehi Me'droth , excerpted by Pinsker, Likkufe, App. 
XI, 150 (on Hadassfs authorship thereof see above, 30, note 8, and 52, note 66), 
which quotes a work on the calendar by the ninth-century Rabbanite Hai ben David: 
■naim ,ma#n p’tnnVi aipa ’5®a bt an*® vna ipn i®a isoa iaa na*®*n ®m «an ai nam 
inn in V » naian p a p V aVa pita in®» aSi nawi n®» ansa p pns* n *a. 
Although the author speaks oVibbur in general, the fixed method of intermittently in¬ 
tercalating the months (creating a pattern of 29 and 30 days) is intended here. The method 
was hailed here as safeguarding the unity of the nation in Dispersion, over and against 
Karaite insistence on lunar observation. This ‘ibbur of months is denounced by HadassI 
as an innovation (amp pm Bin vosm mpan mn nmn *a an mm), but the Karaite 
scholar does not refrain from repeating with Hai ben David that the reason for the 
innovation was an honest desire for unity of Israel. 

Indeed, In his Eshkol hak-Kofer, for which Yehi Me’tfroth served as a sort of collec¬ 
tanea, Hadassi reports Hai’s account in his usual rhymed prose (75a, Alphabet 184): 
rna kVi non na rV nvmn pm .. ,:.ia*®* ®m *wi an nnR®a ansa p pns* «a m» in*in«a® 
nvn nvw Voai :na*npnV m« n l * a 5 k n ® * n« V * n p n V )s* mam .una tahbai mn 
naans Van nwa. 

The full (Hebrew) text from Hai’s treatise on the calendar, paraphrased by Hadassi, 
was given earlier by Yefeth ben ‘Ali in his (Arabic) Commentary on Leviticus. 
This greatest of Karaite exegetes, whose writings were eagerly translated and 
excerpted in Byzantium, also acknowledged the fact that the desire for national 
unity was the propelling power behind the Rabbanite abolition of the lunar method. 
Cf. the passage excerpted in Likkufe, App. XI, 149 f.: pim m B’ai®mn Bmarm m*a® 
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nitive measures surely depended on local conditions in each community, 
on the ratio of Karaite population versus the number of Rabbanites in 
the same locality, on the attitude of governmental authorities, etc. The 
partition erected at Pera in order to alleviate recurrent tensions 
between the warring parties, 1311 and the admission of the Thessalonican 
Rabbanite Genizah epistle that “a violent enmity developed and great 
quarrels took place,” 140 point to sporadic eruptions of physical viol¬ 
ence. 141 On the whole, however, there is no doubt that the feuds were 
limited to oral and literary argument. It stands to reason that, with the 
progressive concentration of the Karaites on the principle of lunar ob- 


nn»J wvi urm vipVi ei> p imm B’-inn ’br-ob jm«» win rrvn n»ma [pan :)'s] 
mniRnn in nam )kib’ mm Oman [nva :5'x] m ninmab isnn inp>)i Dn)B mn»J> mun ihbub 
jotm pnm '1 a rib ina , i n >a 5 mm n l ’ n onn in* nvimon nn»)s mnsruBs aaia a» 
miJKa.-.inK m» Sa niaB’B iai pri> wnana[amma:t>'s] mow 

np)nn ’)>a nnR mum nns auwa an»Ba [n-apn’ id)>=] i»id 5 nsm ...nnn nnanai nn«. 

Yefeth’s contemporary, Sahl ben Majliah, recognized the same in his oft-quoted 
Epistle, Likfcufe, App. HI, 33: [n»n nan :5—s] nan ism) inan naua piBn (cf. note 1, ad 
loc.). So did Yefeth’s son, Levi, in his Book of Precepts, Lilclcute, App. X, 89; and, a 
century earlier, Kirlfisanl, Kitab al-Anwar, IV, 805: i^\ ^ 


Unlike these tenth-to-twelfth-Century Karaite scholars, the late ninth-century 
Daniel al-KGmisI did not seem to be impressed by this Rabbanite invocation of Jewish 
unity. On the contrary: Precisely in the name of Jewish unity he called on the Rabban¬ 
ites to revert to the Old calendary system. Cf. the passage from his Pithron Shenim 
‘Asar (ad Mai. 2:10), as quoted and translated above, 311 f., and end of note 45. 

Incidentally, the tradition of Hai ben David, attributing the calendar reform to an 
Isaac (ben?) Nappaha, is in itself a problem. Mann promised a special treatment of the 
subject (Texts and Studies, II, 468, note 1); I am, however, aware of no later discussion 
by Mann of the question at hand. Cf. his earlier essay on “A Responsum by Sherira 
Gaon and His Son Hai on the Calendar,” forming a part of his “Gaonic Studies,” in 
HUC Jubilee Volume (1925), 237 if. See also Harkavy's Hebrew JJadashim gam 
Yeshattim, 2nd Ser., No. 6, § 2, in Haggoren, IV (1903), 75 ff., esp. 80; and Bomstein, 
in his already-quoted Hebrew study in the Sokolow Jubilee Volume, 159 f. 

As far as I know, the earliest mention of Isaac Nappaha in Karaite literature is 
that by Kirkisani (937 c.e.). Cf. Kitab al-Anwar, I, 23 (Eng. tr„ Nemoy, HUCA, 
VII [1930], 342); I, 143 (French tr„ Vajda, REJ, CVII [1946-47], 95); IV, 805. 

The tomb of a “Rabbi Isaac Nappaha,” in a Babylonian community which itself 
bore the name “Nappaha," was venerated as late as the twelfth century. This was 
reported by Benjamin of Tudela, ed. Asher, 66; Eng. tr., 107. The reading of the 
place-name was accepted, on good grounds, by Grunhut, 61 (and 123, notes 372-73); 
however, Adler, 43, preferred the variant “Kaphri.” Now, the accepted interpretation 
associates, of course, the “R. Isaac Nappaha” of the Itinerary with the ancient Pales¬ 
tinian sage going by that name. Should not this interpretation be modified now in the 
light of the above Karaite texts? It seems quite plausible to connect the veneration of 
the tomb of Rabbi Isaac of Nappaha (read p for p in Hadass!) with the far-reaching 
calendary reform which this late Babylonian sage had introduced into Babylonian 
Jewish life. 

139 See on it above, 335 f. 

144 Cf. above, 329 and note 76. 

l+t See above, 55 f., note 75. 
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servation and with the gradual relaxation (and, later, abandonment) of the 
abib method, witnessing of the New Moon also grew correspondingly 
to be the main target of Rabbanite attacks and mockery. 

There was, in the first place, the standard teaser, “What about 
observing the moon when the sky is cloudy?” This argument, complain- 
ingly reported by all extant Karaite sources, 14 2 was also repeated by 
Tobias ben Eliezer. 143 Indeed, an aggravating argument it was, since 
eye-witnessing of the moon really depended so much on the caprices of 
the weather. Secondly, cases of discrepancy within the Karaite fold pro¬ 
per must also have been quite frequent, since the moon was actually 
sighted by equally pious and reliable observers in different localities at 
different hours. This, in fact, was helplessly admitted by the Karaite 
scholars themselves. 144 Consequently, differences with regard to dates of 
certain festivals would occur not alone between Karaites and Rabbanites, 
where, after all, two different methods of calendation were involved, 
but also among diverse groups of Karaites, even in the same country. 
This would perforce expose the sectarians, victims of their own principle, 
to corroding doubts about the efficacy of their antiquated method and 
turn them into the laughing-stock of the whole Jewish community. 143 

Indeed, the Rabbanites must have lost no time in making the most of 
the weakness inherent in the Karaite practice. The Karaites, on the other 
hand, could only pray not to be caught off guard and, since there was no 
disguise to their peculiarities, train themselves to defend these self-imposed 
paradoxes under any circumstances. The plaintive tone in the piyyuf 146 
composed by Tobias ben Moses, the Karaite leader in eleventh-century 
Constantinople, 147 is perhaps exaggerated. It even may be to a certain 


142 Cf., for instance, Mibhar on Exodus, 15b: n®B’na o’au ivp om niVnna ski. 

I4J Lekafr Job on Exodus, 54 [27b]: m®B naai>n nmna (tin puna )nr run ok mn 
?B’tnn eh pi rV® naan ,n’B’. And further, 55 [28a]: naw man bk® ,na’a »aa Va plan’ am 
n’iin naabi nmn a'riRi ...pa^® ^ia pips!’ una’ bk ,0’Enn ’bni nap? naal>n noanni ,nai®a 
mrm *|Ti nr p« ’a -paW twin ®ki ii> 'vp nrba sr>p-in 

144 Cf. Aaron ben Elijah, Gan ‘ Eden, 10a: [B’Kapa pan :V'a] Baa® nr Vs ni®pnl> pai 
il> nan’® »Da a®i» n’n» ana Vai rf’ia’n ■>b'? una msan® ,-inaV b’bib Bnai ai’n B’®ib ttp. 

145 Cf., Mibhar on Exodus, 15a: onspi B’wapn onsp m»n® Kapa ’VmV lVna’ “pKi 
nsa®a a®iva ik [B’aaaa :Va] R’cnaaa M>nan ,KBina Kin na 7®ana n®inp ma nmnaa ’a’a o’lAna 
?Bin Vb iaia’a’ i’Ki ,(a’ r* # aa) pata n®B» a®« wnwn. 

144 See the Hebrew text above, 56, in note 75. 

147 Two piyyGfim by Tobias ben Moses are printed in the modem Karaite prayer- 
book, ed. Vilna. Cf. Vols. II, 232 f. (beginning: unanK aaw Van 13 ’b^k), and IV, 208 f. 
(beginning: V?rh hki pV aia and forming the acrostic pm in*aia), from which we shall 
be quoting presently. An additional piyyuf is reported by Pinsker (Lifckufe, App., 
Note HI, 139) from a MS of an ancient Karaite hazzaniyyah, i.e., a collection of liturg¬ 
ical compositions. (See also below, Chapter VIH, note 172.) 
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degree stereotype. Yet, it no doubt echoes the feelings of many a Karaite 
in an overwhelmingly Rabbanite community : 

They have reduced me, they have chastised me; 

At all time they quarrel with me! 

Oh, there are among them some mighty ones like bears. 

And, after all, I am one and they are so many. 

Rescue me, O Lord, from tyrants! 

Do save me from the tyrants! 



CHAPTER VIII 


THE CHALLENGE 

I n the preceding chapters our attention was focused mainly 
on the practical divergences between Byzantine Karaites and Byzan¬ 
tine Rabbanites in matters of ritual and of religious observance. 
These divergences, we have seen, did inspire, on the one hand, mutual 
curiosity and borrowing. On the other hand, they bred anger and 
animosity and were the subject of actual quarrels and feuds. 

The literary arguments which accompanied these practical differences 
between the two branches of Judaism in the Empire did not merely 
provide us with an exhaustive index of the subject-matter under conten¬ 
tion. They also permitted us to recapture much of the creative tension 
underlying the acclimatization of the Karaite movement in Byzantium. 

RABBINIC STRATEGY 

The available material, as utilized in the foregoing discussion, manifested 
itself so far in a threefold way: 

a) it showed each of the contending sides in the very process of 
closing the ranks under the impact of sectarian or orthodox assault 
(as the case may be) and of reasserting itself in its respective position with 
reference to the legal minutiae of divergent practices; 

b) it introduced us to the accusations, complaints and slogans which 
the feuding parties were wont to toss at each other in this or that instance, 
and to the sporadic action which may have sometimes accompanied 
such angry exchanges; and 

c) it unfolded before us the variegated pattern of social contacts and 
relationships embracing both factions of Byzantine Jewry: mutual 
influences, sometimes bordering on outright indebtedness, and desperate 
resistance to the recognition of change; inevitable adjustments and 
stubborn reactions; pathetic efforts, by some, to stem the tide of ever¬ 
growing interdenominational rapprochement, and the legalistic acro¬ 
batics, by others, to find an acceptable formula sanctioning the fruits 
of such rapprochement and the adoption of new ways. 
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We shall now concentrate on the fourth lesson to be drawn from the 
extant literature, namely, that which, independent of the practical issues 
at hand, reveals to us the overall strategy of the parties involved and the 
major lines of their attack and counterattack. The present chapter will 
thus trace the general direction of Rabbinic challenge to the newly settled 
sectarian community in Byzantium and the broader aspects of the Karaite 
response to that challenge. Similarly, an attempt will be made to recon¬ 
struct the story of Karaite relations with other non-normative Jewish 
groups which existed in the Empire in the late tenth and during the 
eleventh century. 

A few glimpses into Rabbinism’s strategy in its struggle against the en¬ 
croachments of young Karaism on the traditional mode of life of Byzan¬ 
tine Jewry are again afforded by Tobias ben Eliezer’s Lekah Tob. The 
importance of this late eleventh- and early twelfth-century commentary 
has been amply demonstrated in earlier chapters. The work proved 
indispensable for the understanding of the practical problems which 
shaped Karaite-Rabbanite relations in Byzantium in the period under 
discussion. Now it is also from that work of Tobias that we can deduce 
the basic line of Rabbanite defense. 

That defense was built on cleverly equating the communal legitimacy 
of the leadership with the historical legitimacy of the religious doctrine 
expounded by that leadership. Thus, on the one hand, Tobias ben 
Eliezer hailed the Mosaic origin and the historical continuity of Rabbinic 
tradition as such, implying that the venerable genealogy of that tradition 
lent, as it were, automatic recognition to the successive generations of its 
Rabbanite exponents as well. On the other hand, conveniently transposing 
the terms of equation when speaking of the Karaites, he opened an 
all-out attack on Karaite leaders and their flock, deriding them as in¬ 
tellectual failures and novices on the scene of Jewish history. By dis¬ 
crediting the Karaites he expected to discredit automatically Karaism 
as such in the eyes of the average Byzantine Jew. 

In pursuing this double-edged line, the great communal leader 
and spokesman of Rabbinism in Byzantium anticipated by some two 
generations similar efforts of another local leader confronted with 
Karaite insurgency. 1 Of course, there is an essential difference in form and 
content between the Byzantine work in question and the twelfth-century 

1 The resemblance between the arguments of the two leaders, Tobias ben Eliezer 
of Byzantium and Abraham ibn Daud of Spain, with regard to Sabbath candles 
was already pointed out above, 269. 
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chronicle of the militant Spaniard Abraham ibn Daud. While Ibn 
Daud’s Seder hak-Kabbalah was intended, at the very outset, to serve 
as a propaganda pamphlet, pure and simple, against Karaism and the 
Karaites in Spain, 2 Tobias’ Leif ah fob was first and above all a biblical 
commentary. Conceived as a full-scale midrashic exposition of the Five 
Books of Moses and the Five Scrolls, it was limited by the thematic and 
textual boundaries of the scriptural source. Hence, it could indulge in 
anti-Karaite polemics as far only as the biblical presentation seemed 
to call for, or permit, a digression of this kind. Notwithstanding this 
difference in the nature of Tobias’ and Ibn Daud’s works, respectively, 
we encounter in both essentially the same two-pronged procedure: an 
enthusiastic apologia in favor of normative tradition in general, plus an 
unbridled attack on the sectaries personally. The latter were decried as 
incompatible with the native Jewish society and, hence, unworthy of the 
listeners’ attention in doctrinal matters as well. 

WAS RABBAN1TE TRANSMISSION RELIABLE? 

Tobias’ point of departure was, then, to restore the confidence of the ave¬ 
rage Byzantine Jew in the wisdom and correctness of his own (Rabbinic) 
practices. This confidence had apparently been shaken in the course of 
the eleventh century by Karaite subversion. Tobias assures his followers 
that their practices “are a tradition in Israel, generation after generation.’’^ 
They were transmitted by the Prophets, eye-witnesses of the Temple 
ritual, into the hands of “our masters [who] have investigated and 
expounded the Torah to the highest degree of clarity, [exactly] the way 
it was handed down from Mount Sinai.” 4 

However, from this very point onward it was heavy going for the 
Rabbanite protagonist. For [so ran the Karaite argument], if the “tradi¬ 
tional” Rabbinic practices were really of Mosaic origin, then they 

2 Cf. the very beginning of the tract. Medieval Jewish Chronicles (ed. Neubauer), 1,47: 
a Via ma^nm nacpan *aan bn la’/vnn ’nan (>a »a nn»n^ni> s»n i n i> i n i a a n a ni>ap,n no nr 
noaa npa« ip WP’Oi na’ip’ ipsn ’do vis’oi na’iP’ pun ,p*nsi inna nan >sa p’nn i>na oan ,o’i>aipra 
pp iai i^’dk nawan ’Ban ]an ^ai nia^nn ’nan d^ipS .nanai> oina nat a’s’aana ii>ap® rtimart 
v} ’ v din i ip n ^ dki .nnwJ> i”o nwpi> »na a5>ia naaona lapnip mapnna pn oai>B nan nS 
nnpn ,n n k ,onnaia paioa ’an ■p’ci> maipa naaa ip^natr ’asa naii> mi’B n»n aa 
1 >a ■> p n n. Cf. also the quotations above, 34 f., note 21, 269, note 51. 

3 Lekah Job on Leviticus, 126 [63b]: ms in nmanaa an’niana i^ap(tp) ^«n®’ ’aan 
i(>apip D’aiipR-in n’lraan p i!>apip ’3 k1>bi nnar ’an owaan nr iana aam aana saw aan ht 
’ a’o nnn ^apn wan nna ’sa tapn pa p ssnn>a l^aptp a’apm p. Cf. also ibid., on Exodus, 
174 [87a]: nn n5>apa i>Nnip’ ’Ban mSuc nrnna b’bwo nnaoipn naai maano msa naa ’nnsr 
’3’oa mpai> naSn /iana ia-n ,ian ’bb paiptp ,an ’na an ,nn nntt. 

4 Lekah fob on Leviticus, 102 [51b]: ’a»o nna nnavna n’nia bs nnvin imi mpn wmam. 
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should have automatically won the concurrence of the whole nation, 
including the Karaites, who most fervently espoused the Mosaic heritage. 
The Karaite schism would, then, be simply inconceivable. After all, 

we [the Karaites], are Children of Israel [as much as the Rabbanites are]—exclaims 
Tobias ben Moses, the Karaite leader from Constantinople, answering Rabbanite 
polemicists a generation or so prior to the RabbaniteTobias ben Eliezer.—The Rabban¬ 
ites were our ancestors; in their fold we grew up; in their communities and synagogues 
we were raised.... Had these [late Rabbinic practices] been known for sure [all along], 
we could not have hardened our heart and not let any doubt enter it. Now, we are 
conscious of the sincerity [of the motive] which made us harden our heart in opposition 
to what they [=the Rabbanites] say. [Moreover,] we are a large community, and 
[since] we [all] maintain the same [opinion], it is inconceivable that we should be 
lying to ourselves. 5 

Moreover, if the chain of transmission was legitimate and if the tradi¬ 
tions were indeed handed down by the Prophets, how come that, unlike 
the universally accepted prophetic writings proper. Rabbinic observances 
were subject to doubt and controversy among the Rabbanites themselves ? 
Cleverly focusing their attacks on certain honest differences of opinion 
in the Talmud or on divergent Rabbanite interpretations of biblical 
verses, the Karaites pointed to the intra-Rabbanite discussions as proof 
of the unreliability of Rabbinic tradition. 

And as for the Rabbanites [ridicules an anonymous Byzantine Karaite contem¬ 
porary of Tobias ben Eliezer], who claim, “Verily we have learnt from the Prophets the 
true exposition of the Torah”—why, then, did they not offer one explanation for this 

5 Cf. Tobias ben Moses’0^arJVe^/nu<f,Bodl. MS No. 290,110b, answering Saadyah’s 
defense of Rabbinic tradition (our English translation is but an abridgment of the fuller 
Hebrew text published here for the first time): .npnrnn nass n’anan ]a nimpaa Hina “D31 
,[lvXoyov ; see above, 288, note 105] junPam nun jam «*> Dnain n»a '®h rromi »ai 
nawi mnne pm »a unu ,nm u5> sim am n’n 'am usm '®aa naan nm i!> an »ai 
unam .n^ai> mm n»n nra nnm n»m ii>i sb 'am mnna n»mn 5>tt nma nvnaa 
na m mnn nna u»a®n isbbtub nnvnatnaan ulmra npvm n’lam uvnatn ftmlb’ >aa 
pn» n’n ’ana sm nr n’n ii>i .arm -near inn Dna oma O’pmna an 'iraa nari> d’an d,ie> 
wism [na]'ne na ep^n nai» ns» ma»an usnn jnp’Bo up la ara’ ai>i [Juai>a iai>n nssr® 
irasu anpwa la n*nw pn» a^i nr ■pjui ^ns fiap. 

This forceful statement of Tobias ben Moses is unique both in its bluntness and in 
its line of argumentation. Especially noteworthy is Tobias’ stress on Rabbinism's 
historical precedence over the Karaite sect. This very point, indeed, was, to my mind, 
the reason for the fact that the above passage was let fall into oblivion. Character¬ 
istically, while the other argument, to be discussed presently, was and remained 
always a standard item in Karaism’s anti-Rabbanite polemics, the argument advanced 
here by Tobias was never again repeated in any of the later Byzantine Karaite creations. 
Tobias’ frank admission that “the Rabbanites were our ancestors; in their fold we 
grew up; in their communities and synagogues we were raised” stood in glaring 
contradiction to the later (twelfth-century) pseudo-historical slant of the Byzantine 
Karaite campaign against Rabbinism. This new school presented Karcdsm as having 
preceded the Rabbanite system. See an illustration of that claim, below, 361 f., and 
note 17. 
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particular verse but argued that there were several meanings and numerous interpreta¬ 
tions to it ?.... Now, if it were true that the Prophet Elijah was staying among them, 
or that they were advised by a Divine Voice [in case of doubt], or that they were making 
their pronouncements on the basis of a tradition which was handed down to them 
by Prophets—how come they failed to grasp the essence of that verse? Indeed, by 
-means of this verse God has revealed their deceit, so that it be known that all they have 
stated was the invention of their own mind aid not the Word from the mouth of the 
Lord.... For most of what they say is lies. 6 

In the face of such vituperations, the Rabbanite side could not retain 
for long its academic calm. Impatiently Tobias ben Eliezer reiterates 
that all Rabbanite observances 

stand as a tradition in Israel over which there was no argument among the Jewish 
sages; and he who does not care for the honor of his Creator and insists on stating 
perverse things does violence to himself. 7 

THE EVOLUTIONARY PRINCIPLE 

The regular Rabbanite rejoinder to Karaite jeers concerning the 
existing legalistic discord within the normative camp was already illus¬ 
trated above, in connection with the dispute over Sabbath candles. 
Both Tobias ben Eliezer and Abraham ibn Daud, we recall, admitted 
sporadic controversies among the various schools of orthodoxy over 
matters of details. They argued, however, that whenever basic issues were 
at stake agreement among Rabbinic scholars was unanimous. 8 

Now, such assertions were strong enough to dispose of Karaite criticism 

6 Cf. the hitherto unpublished anonymous Commentary on Exodus-Leviticus (see 
on it above, 245 f., notes 93-94), Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 369a; »a nna» ibk n’lai.n 
»3 nag aVa [ina ;Vst] ih« pinna piosn nr nno kV ■p** mum inns uib!> O’R’OJn ’Da unaa 
in nwaa nl>ap in ia pirancn rn Vip nani anno asm nm in*i>R nai .. .nunna nnai nus nna 
tnn tibr*® nn Va ’a s’iin5> .piosin nn nmViann nVa '»i ?piocn nt ip# ist aV y>k .nnaia 
.. .B’anan wia mm’ in aVi Vric’V piosn nr pins ntm #mn al»© i»a’ a^> ’a *sa a5> Dims 
n»ara nrmai an ’a #’iinV. 

This argument was, of course, of long standing in the history of Karaite polemic 
against Rabbinism. Cf., for instance, Klrkisani, who, in order to show the falsehood of 
the Rabbanites' “assertion that they are holders of tradition and that their customs 
come down directly from prophecy,” copied the list of “Differences between the 
Rabbanites of Palestine ( ash-Sham ) and Babylonia.” See above, 220, note 31. Cf., 
further, Salman ben Yerubam, Book of the Wars of the Lord , esp. 44: nam nnVm n« 
D’anan Va nn#a D’ans nan mo® am ’a ma .in# 70 ’rxbi la no!> D^ni Bnai , 0 ’R’ai. See also 
Sahl ben Masliah, in the introductory poems to his oft-quoted Epistle, Likkute, 
App. HI, 24: nnnai ana b*jVbi dip ,nn»n nsa lp’nsn »a nnsiRnn nVnn 1 >rb; and again 
there: inn .., o® pa d’R’aa »sn pn#n [mai=] pp ,...iB«pi upn dnnaia maVn ia mai 
nni’Da w nn moR’ nr o®nna am p n*n*; and in the text quoted below, 360, end of 
note 14: . ..oniBi B’R’aa »db b’bbiwh p «Vi ,B*iai nama uVdji ioi>na nnnmn na®Bi nan »a 
B’snip ’db nata ip’nanw nWn. 

7 Lekah fob on Leviticus, 131 [66a]: ’bi .p’^# \>ri©’ ip^na r^® J>ki®’b p n^ap nVa Va 
i®sa omn an nn maisnn naiV nam laip naa V# on ia’R®. 

8 Cf. above, 268 f. (and notes 51—52). 
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in Spain, where Rabbanite learning and intellectual activity were high 
and well developed, while local Karaism failed (or was not given the 
chance) to attain any appreciable degree of native creativity. 9 Indeed, 
when fighting his sectarian compatriots in the twelfth century, Abraham 
ibn Daud did not deem it necessary to qualify the trite argument extolling 
the exclusively Mosaic origin of any and all observances which were 
sponsored by normative legislation. Save for the unanimously accepted 
takkanoth (= ordinances), promulgated in order “to build a fence around 
the Torah,” Ibn Daud conceded no evolutionary development or creative 
reinterpretation of Jewish law, The emphasis remained on tradition as 
such (kabbalah )—its antiquity vouchsafing wisdom, its unbroken 
Chain of Transmission guaranteeing legitimacy and reliability. 10 

Evidently, this line of argumentation, while reiterated time and again 
by Tobias some two generations prior to Ibn Daud, was not considered 
sufficient in the Byzantine climate. Here, the stress on the trustworthiness 
of Rabbinic tradition notwithstanding, Tobias could not help posing 
and answering in the affirmative the question of the evolution of Halakhah 
as a matter of historico-philosophic principle. Rabbinic legislation 
[he argued] was the manifestation of the right of each generation to 
introduce such reforms as may be required at each juncture of history 
for the sake of effectively coping with novel problems which confront 
society from time to time. 11 

9 Ibn Daud’s biased summary that “never have the sectaries done anything good for 
Israel—they have composed neither [legislative] books which contain matter strength¬ 
ening the Torah nor [philosophical] works of wisdom, nor one single poem, or a 
single piyyuf or a nehamah [=liturgy of national consolation]—for they all are mute 
dogs that cannot bark” {MedievalJewish Chronicles, 1,81; cf. above, 35, end of note 21) 
could not have been intended to include Karaite literary activity in the East. After all, 
Ibn Daud himself reported the fact that at-Taras introduced a book of Yeshu'ah into 
Castille. Moreover, he himself wrote a refutation of one of Yeshu'ah’s works. He also 
could not have ignored the popularity in his country of the exegetical writings of 
Yefeth ben ‘AH. (See above, 207, note 6, 346, note 125 and below, 365 f., note 23.) 

It is obvious, then, that Ibn Daud’s evaluation, bigoted as it was, pointed only to the 
absence of native Karaite creativity in Spain. While even in such limited capacity the 
verdict of the Rabbanite polemicist of Toledo should be taken with a grain of salt, 
it could not have been effective if it had been utterly wrong. Whether the paucity of 
Karaite literary production in Spain was due to the ruthless anti-Karaite policies of 
Spanish Rabbanite dignitaries (see above, 56, latter part of note 75) cannot be decided 
here. 

,0 Cf., e.g., the quotation above, 356, note 2. 

11 Cf. the Tobias text dted above, 349, and note 135, from Lekah fob on Genesis, 
78 [39b]. The difference between the legislative philosophy expressed by Tobias in 
that and in other texts and the concept set forth by Ibn Daud in the passage cited in 
note 2 (and in other portions of his Seder hak-Kabbalah) is so amazing that it merits 
a separate treatment. At this point, the present brief comments will have to suffice. 
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Such presentation, to be sure, did not seem to Tobias ben Eliezer 
incompatible with the traditional claim of the Rabbanites—against 
Karaite insistence to the contrary!—that the post-Mosaic legislative 
process in Jewry neither added nor subtracted from the basic legal premi¬ 
ses laid down by the Torah. 12 For this process was interpretative rather 
than one of actual legislation. The Written Word was a priori composed 
in a way that would necessitate constant study and untiring reinterpreta¬ 
tion on the part of the people who received this Divine Message in trust. 
Much like the Chain of Transmission, then, the Chain of Reinterpretation 
also draws its strength and legitimacy from the historic Lawmaking 
Act on Mount Sinai. 12 

HALAKHIC EVOLUTION VERSUS ARBITRARY INNOVATIONS 

But the best line of defense was—attack. Who were these critics of Rabbin- 
ism anyway? What was the basis for their utterances? Where was their 
literature, their scholarship ? On what ground could they approach the 
observant Jew and suggest that he “ignore the testimony of witnesses, 
who saw the correct procedure with their own eyes, and, instead, rely 
on those who relate things which they made up and state, ‘Verily, it 
was so’! ?” 14 The doctrines of the Karaites were an invention, pure and 
simple, and had no scholarly or traditional basis whatsoever. 

Verily I wonder [exclaims Tobias ben Eliezer] at those people who never saw the 
proceedings of Temple sacrifices..and neither performed them themselves nor 
studied the books that relate the correct procedure thereof. All they had in mind was 
to overthrow the Teachings of the Living Lord, the King of the Universe, and to 
establish their own pronouncements on naught, and claim, “This is what the Torah 


12 Lekaht T6b on Exodus, 143 [72a]: nnnn p inn’D a5n id’iim ato is’om ab onpar ^>ai 
Iran niun *i* iA uvAa 'n ]ni ion. Cf. ibid., on Leviticus, 32 [16b]: bai enosm Sa 

lVl’l lAl TD’Blil Kt> D’B3m. 

13 Ibid., on Numbers, 273 [137a]: msnnt? ml>n .(a A 'ama) nwa na 'n ms huh 1>33 
-■Aapa iipn ’bb Aapniv msan bvtdi no bv nasai? nia^n Aa AanuA ntnm tibA mans 
n'apn jnn? »A« mu lAi .(a’ a*’ Anp) pp i>a naan ansa nwu rvrosa lanaa tA naV naan aai 
<n 'K mum’) V’asm no van na nAsn nt ’3 ,?AAi av na 1>bv anniu min. Cf. also ibid., 162 
181a], and on Leviticus, 154 [77b]. 

14 Ibid., 38 [19b]: p natA ansna an’inn Vu iibo^i ami’ua iaiiu anu ]3n’ "pa ’a 
jibobi i’3"»u naaai miBn naoBi nb’us naaai mnan naoai man naoai nna naoa uau tAm n»n 
moan na iant? aAm aunaa nvrapnm nwinm nwonm niB’nan pp’ni amar. Possibly to offset 
this line of argument, Yehudah Hadassi heatedly retorted (Eshkol hak-Kofer, 86d, 
Alphabet 225): -pai ninirra amaa snpn nn a^i awaa aman al> laai li’K’ai ira ltm a}> 
tunnn nrm (A noa oaiuvt’aa auism ’nan Biann annam »nan airuin JirnnvA nra anuap. 

This echoes Sahl ben Ma$liah’s query, in Likkufe, App. HI, 26 (see above, 358, end 
of note 6): auaSantin^a tdoi ,anoi aipnnani a*aa ?amni ant*aa »db a’p’nnan nai* man 
»db lp’nsn® B’nann n’aam an ’B :annuB lana a’jtu naa nnai ,anuai pun nl>iun !>ai ,anm 
— ama’naai omania lAa *]toi ,nnnnaa n’i’i lpasn annu urn ?onmnV K’ai. 



HALAKHIC EVOLUTION VS. ARBITRARY INNOVATIONS 


361 


commands.” Well, if truly they are wise men, and if indeed the Torah of our God was 
the way they say it is, why then did they not expound the Torah in the proper fashion, 
similar to the [Rabbinic] sages of Israel who received [its true meaning] in tradition 
from their fathers and teachers ?! 15 

The truth of the matter is, then [Tobias enlightens his flock], that this 
is a new wave of evildoers, detached from the main course of Jewish 
history, opposed to the evolutionary process of the Jewish philosophy 
of life and bent on arbitrary innovations which have no roots in the 
Jewish past. 

Woe to those who do violence to themselves and utter arrogant words against Him 
who is the Foundation of the World, and pride themselves so much that they dare 
change laws and break the Eternal Covenant! Why, our ancestors were present when 
the Temple was founded in the time of the last Prophets—Haggai, Zechariah and 
Malachi—and saw the exact procedure of burnt offerings and meal offerings and 
trespass offerings and peace offerings and all [other] sacrifices, and the way that 
procedure was transmitted to them from the hands of the Prophets, so they wrote it 
down in their teaching as testimony in Israel. 

It was only afterwards that a brood of sinful men arose, men who did not 
know between right and left. They were clever enough to commit evil, but to do good 
they had no knowledge (Jer. 4:22).... They did not rely on the pronouncements of 
our fathers with regard to what is permitted and what is prohibited, but they wrote 
down whatever came to their mind and transmitted it [to others] so as to cause many 
people to err and stumble —may just retribution fall on their heads, while we remain 
clear of guilt ! 16 

This accusation of being novices in the field of Jewish legislation and 
scholarship could not pass unanswered. “We preceded theml”—desper- 

15 Lekah fob on Leviticus, 126 [63b]: nuanpn |ipn mi i©k D’tm n^ni na»m 
jiWai nann nnsm nme nnam nnam pa nnam n’aea nmm “amain nnam mwnm maipnm 
^a amn mn 161 p’aipn isoa kVi pa ipo»na aki mmanm ms’Bp.n mWam nip’sm i’n “ppm 
jinn mnan am jrnnn p ’a im!>i inn nnnai i’ia»n!> n!>ia? “|!>m n«n mn!>K *iai -p 3 ^ dk 
iVap© !>ri©’ *nan “pia nnaiann !>» minn ism nn!> ,B’imK© ma nmn ii’ni’K nun ntn 
?m ma “in nmaaim ammana. 

(Significantly, all the texts introduced in the present discussion from Tobias’ Lekab 
fob belong to the Leviticus Section of his commentary. This is no mere coincidence. 
The only two Karaite compositions which were created in Byzantium prior to Tobias 
ben Eliezer’s activity—namely, Osar Nehmad of Tobias ben Moses and the Exodus- 
Leviticus Anonymous —are also devoted to Leviticus. While the anonymous commenta¬ 
tor included an exposition of Exodus, too, Tobias ben Moses concentrated on Levi¬ 
ticus. See more on this, below, 432 f.). 

16 Ibid., 38 f. [19b f.J: ep!>nn!> unxsia ikw’i pns nkw no’ bv naim n©aa »omn!> on!> »i« 
nnar un B’annnn B’tpa: ’ma loin ibis ©ipnn n’a pta i’n uvnam .Dim? n’“ia isnki ta’pm 
]a D’K’aw ii>ap i©«ai .maaipn !>ai b’&!>©, n bshcii nnsnm n!ns ppn nn*n um *as^m 

Dbaaoii n:*a’ pa ism kW o’Ktin B*©aa main iap ] a * i n k i Skip’s i»!> anaisna iana 
onsia n!>»© na k!>k i’nn!>i hdk^ ii’niai nan !>» iana ski .. .uri’ s'? a»o*nki ann!> nan tf>aan 
lB”pi linasi BsiKia man Bkina. n a n a i n !»’ © a n !> i m »«a n !> nam iana. The last angry 
line provides us indirectly with an admission of the wide range of Karaite success 
in Byzantium. 

Incidentally, the argument that the adversaries were “clever enough to commit 
evil but to do good they had no knowledge” and that their literature had no value was 
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ately exclaims the twelfth-century Karaite, Elijah ben Abraham, and 
settles down to reduce to writing his own concept of the historic process 
in the course of which Karaism arose in Jewry. However, Elijah’s reply 
and his exposition of Karaite history do not belong anymore to the 
chronological framework of the present study . 17 


NOVICES OR STRANGERS 

To be sure, the slogan denouncing the Karaites as novices in doctrinal 
matters did not originate in Byzantium. One may confidently surmise 
that it figured prominently in Rabbanite polemics against Karaism from 
the very inception of the schism, although, true, our earliest literary 
testimony to that effect does not antedate the Saadyan period . 18 Never¬ 
theless, much as the other elements from earlier times discussed in the 
foregoing chapters, this slogan, too, drifted in Byzantium in a direction 
undreamed of by its ninth-century initiators. 

Since, unlike the Babylonian branch of the sect, Byzantine Karaism 
did not rise from within the ranks of the native Jewish population but 
was, literally speaking, “imported” by successive waves of Karaite 
immigrants from the East, the cry of “novices!” was givefi in Byzantium a 
peculiar twist of its own. The “novices” were “strangers,” pure and simple. 
Indeed, from denouncing the Karaites as intruders in the Jewish commun¬ 
ity of learning to decrying them as complete strangers in the Byzantine 
society at large was but one step. The resentment of aliens—an instinctive* 


a two-way street. Earlier, Tobias ben Moses, the Karaite, invoked the same scriptural 
verse against his Rabbanite opponents and their literature. Cf. the hitherto unpublished 
Ofar Nehmad, Bodleian MS No. 290, 27a: d’STp di*r a’unVi snn5 n’nan [mum i] entr 
mpn> ®Ra si Vim oni> »n>i ... nVmn nna pm eneo tost n’-iai nmrtn p wap »a. 

17 Cf. ffilluJf hak-gara’im we ha-Rabbanim, in Pinsker’s Li/fku(c, App. XII, 101: 
p»V»n» pta-u vn u»ni ,on» unm s’jwkii ,U’T>a upr D»mp>n m npnsm irn it 
prnu unaa p pviwip .p»owai p»pmi pm»»i. And further, on p. 103: mnatna »aa lannt 
ina’iwn i a n a r n>naipi ,o»paiuiii. See also Poznanski’s Karaite Literary Opponents 
of Saadiah , 72 ff., and especially his Introduction to Sultanski’s Zekher $addikim> 
19 ff. Most recently, the Karaites’ “appeals to history” have been summarized by 
Baron, Social and Religious History of the Jews, V, 254 ff., 406 ff. (notes). 

The whole problem of Elijah’s concept of Karaite history and its place in Karaite 
historiography at large will be discussed in my projected continuation volume, which 
is to deal with Byzantine Karaism in the period of the Crusades. 

18 Cf. Salman ben Yeruham’s sarcastic answer to Saadyah’s claim, Book of the 

Wars of the Lord, 113 (also earlier, in Pinsker, en d of App. II, 19): -p»na 

nVioi atom masirei ’5»a dr ,o’onp on [D»iam=] n’i»vi livnan n»enn Ripn (alluding, of 
course, to *nn5nn mauin, of which see above, 241, note 78, 259, note 25) mo’o p’Bnipn 
n>ttnsi pp ]ia in5in pn. Saadyah’s original statement has not yet been recovered. 
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universally known phenomenon—met in the Byzantine Empire with 
special sensitivity. 19 This xenophobia communicated itself to local Jews 
no less than to their Gentile neighbors. 193 

Truly, Tobias’ wording on that point assumes the quality of a hard¬ 
hitting immediacy and seems pregnant with meaning. The impression is 
gained that the accusation of alienage, thrown in the face of Byzantine 
Karaites, was not merely a manifestation of the fairly natural and passing 
displeasure which old-timers would entertain towards new, and apparently 
not unsuccessful, arrivals. Rather, it appears to have been planted delib¬ 
erately, as a part of a conscious policy through which Rabbanite leader¬ 
ship hoped to discredit the Karaites and their standing in the Byzantine 
community. In vain should we look for an expression of a similar 
sentiment in the subsequent arguments of the Arab-educated chronicler 
of Toledo. Pinning on the Karaites the label of a foreign eastern element 
carried a special significance in Christian Byzantium only. 

Who were these Karaites anyway ? “Those fools who have come and 
introduced new doctrines—why, they have come just recently !” [exclaims 
Tobias, paraphrasing Deuteronomy 32:17]. 20 They were different. Theirs 
was a different culture, a different way of life. They stemmed from a 


19 Cf. the vicissitudes of the Egyptian Jewish visitor to Constantinople, as depicted 
in the Genizah epistle edited by Starr, “On Nahrai ben Nissim of Fus{at” (Hebrew), 
Zion, I 0936), 443; also in Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire, 199 f., No. 147. 

The well-known experiences of Liudprand, the bishop of Cremona and ambassador 
of Otto I to the court of Nicephor Phocas ( Relatio de legatione Constantinopolitana, 
in F. A. Wright’s English translation of The Works of Liudprand of Cremona ), are also 
a part of this general pattern of Byzantine mistrust of the foreigner. True, while this 
general attitude was at the root of the unenviable treatment accorded to the Western 
envoy in Byzantium, special political reasons played a significant role in the case. 
For the definition of “alien” in Constantinople, see above, 138, and notes 191-92. 

19a Again, the mistrust of alien agitators occupied a considerable place in Karaite- 
Rabbanite polemical exchanges of earlier periods as well. Thus, Sahl ben Ma$liab, 
who was apparently denied access to the Rabbanite public in some communities 
outside Palestine (cf. above, 84, note 73), waved his Palestinian identity (prpnn man uk 
V ina) to justify his intrusion. See on this above, 83 f., note 71. On the other hand, 
Sahl hims elf taunted his Rabbanite opponents for letting the guidance of Babylonian 
Jewish affairs fall in the hands of Saadyah, a stranger from Egypt. Cf. Likkufe, App. 
Ill, 22 f.: '15 — baab =] nnraa mn p« 5>a ,[a rs ’'av '»r — o»tmb=] n’B’s'B aa n’isro pi 
(eas |a arai»=] nafrhs p nvs nm: jwm=] nms mao cph® msen5»,[Ki '3 '’a-i\ 

However, as will be shown presently, the Byzantine accusation of foreignness has a 
new ring, unheard of in the Islamic environment in which both Saadyah and Sahl 
ben Ma§liah were active in the tenth century. 

20 Lekai, i Job on Leviticus, 69 [35a] iiaaanpa nim l ® i n l iaa DWin 
V*T u’fTBK ons® kS>. Of course, chances are that the last “have come” pertains to 
“doctrines” and not to “those fools.” Even with this lessened emphasis the idea 
expressed in the first clause (i k a urn 0 'diwO remains the same. 
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Muslim environment and it was this foreign background that corroded 
their Jewishness. 

These men deeply corrupted [the true Jewish mode of life] being disciples of Ishmael- 
ites and acting under the weight of a mad spirit which assailed their brains!” 21 

This blunt pointing to a group’s allegiance to Muslim culture must 
have had a peculiar ring in a Christian Empire at the time of the initial 
excitement caused by the First Crusade. But even earlier, a generation 
prior to Tobias, the stamp of foreignness was a label that could not 
easily be ignored, notwithstanding the intrinsic heterogeneity of the 
Byzantine society. How much more so when, as in the present case, 
the claim was no mere insinuation but did contain a great deal of truth. 
Indeed: The center of Karaite spiritual creativity was in Muslim Palestine. 
The treasury of Karaite wealth and the reservoir of Karaite political 
power was in Muslim Egypt. All Karaite literature to speak of was in 
Arabic and as yet unavailable in any other language. Karaite philosophy 
was a faithful reflection of the Islamic Kaldm ; Karaite legal dialectics 
depended very much on the Islamic principles of kiyds and ijmd ‘; Karaite 
insistence on lunar observation smacked of the Islamic lunar year; 
and the circulating Rabbanite stories stressed (not without calculated 
intention) the alleged role of the Muslim jurist Abu Hanifa in advising 
‘Anan how to break away from the Jewish fold. 

FACING THE ACCUSATION OF FOREIGNNESS 

To be sure, some Karaite conservatives in Byzantium proper, such as the 
late eleventh-century author of the Exodus-Leviticus Anonymous quoted 
earlier in this study, did relish the proud memories of an Islamic past. 
Unmindful of the changed conditions in Byzantine Karaite life and of 
the changing climate in a changing world, they continued to follow the 
ninth-century al-Kumisi in hailing the traditionally pro-Karaite Caliphate 
as the power which gave the sect its first real lease on life. It was not 
[states the'Byzantine Karaite commentator in 1088] until 

there arose the Kingdom of the Small Horn [i.e., Islam] that God gave a chance to 
the Karaites to speak up openly. And God strengthened the sectaries over and above 
the Rabbanites, so much so that the latter did not dare utter a word, not even against 
the smallest boy among the Karaites. Indeed, that was tantamount to half a Redemp¬ 
tion. 22 


21 Lekah fob on Leviticus, 38 f. [19b f.]: d’koh D’tMR mam lap T 3 ’inm 

O’V iiu'is inn® ynun i®k wp h!> snn!> nan maan tnw pa ism 

livnan nan bv laao «Vn nmpnpa nl>B® mrrn nvn bpvm. See the rest of the passage above, 
361, and note 16. 

22 Cf. the excerpt in Likkufe, App. VII, 73 (the additional sentence, offered here in 
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These nostalgic utterances notwithstanding, responsible leaders of 
Byzantine Karaism sensed the danger inherent in the Rabbanite challenge. 
They understood that there would, indeed, be no hope of tearing down 
the curtain of foreignness as long as no positive, constructive and conscious 
effort was made by the Karaites in the Empire to send deeper roots into 
the soil of the new country that was their home now and to become part 
and parcel of Byzantine Jewry. This was not only of utmost importance 
as a defense against Rabbanite needling about alien allegiance. It was 
also increasingly indispensable for the sake of the growing third, fourth 
and fifth generations of native Byzantines of Karaite creed for whom 
the Greek language and culture became synonymous with their own. 
These native Western Karaites, who breathed the air of a totally different 
cultural climate, might in time lose contact with the roots of the movement 
in the East if not given the necessary stamina for further creativity. 

It therefore was imperative to transplant the best and the latest of the 
authoritative expression of Karaite thought and belief into the soil of the 
Byzantine Empire and have it spelled out in terms similar to those of 
the general Jewish literature in Byzantium —that is, in Hebrew, with 
occasional Greek glosses. Thus a triple purpose would have been served 
at once: a) proving to the Rabbanite neighbors that there did exist a 
coherent, scholarly system of Karaite exposition of Mosaic Law and 
not just a made-up jumble of willful anti-talmudic excesses ; 23 b) familiar- 


parentheses, is given from the Leiden MS of the work, Warner No. 3, 226a-b): ipksi 
’ 3 d 5 > ii>5T> h!>i [u’jnn ^r—] ovsani no pnns •« pi htbi pp nap 

ns man h 1 «•’'’lit] mat? ’•» d”p’t? '»» 5 >kh?3i) . n b 1 b? ’ ■>an nn .onnp pep -ibi 
( hunt?’ pal mw pa mmei iw] [n’^ninn ntt] ut?n ’(>pa. Cf. Sefer hay- Yishshdb, II, 
83a-b, No. 50, where, however, Assaf wrongly attributed the text to Yeshu'ah ben 
Yehudah; see above, 246, note 93. Cf. also Eshkol hak-Kofer, Introd., 10b: ipai 
KVa ’D bKi>Di> Dus itrn :m’9T pp nia!>aa [nnnpn =] in\ That this claim had historical 
foundations goes without saying. Cf., for instance, the statements of Daniel al-Rumisi, 
quoted above, 55, note 75, and 164 f. 

The expression keren ze'irah (Small Horn, i.e., Islam), is based on the apocalyptic 
picture in the Book of Daniel, 7:8 and 8:9. 

23 Cf. Lekah T°b on Leviticus, 126 [63b], as quoted above, 361, and note 15: nm 
?!>mB?’ ’asn "pia nnnana 5 >b minn i®n n^> na^ ,B’-ibihb? ina aim ii’n^H min qki nan n’aan. 
Compare this challenge with the already-quoted statement of Ibn Daud in Seder 
hak-Kabbalah, Medieval Jewish Chronicles I, 81 (cf. above, 35, end of note 21). 

Ibn Daud’s biased summary of the Karaite contribution to Jewish culture was 
already commented upon above, 359, note 9, and explained as mainly referring to 
Spain proper. Nevertheless, it serves as an indicator of the general line of Rabbanite 
attack on the sectarians. It goes without saying that Tobias ben Eliezer, active in a 
non-Arabic-speaking country, could with much greater truthfulness point to the still 
negligible amount of Hebrew literary productions among the Karaites of Byzantium 
in the generations preceding his own. At the end of the eleventh century, however, the 



366 


THE CHALLENGE 


izing local Rabbinism with the content of this Karaite system in the 
field of law, biblical exegesis and philosophy, by making it available in 
a language which a Byzantine Rabbanite could understand; and, last 
but not least, c) presenting the younger generation of native Byzantine 
Karaites with a heritage which they could be proud of and which they 
could consider a contribution to the general Jewish creative effort of 
their own country. 

Thus came into being the great Literary Project of Byzantine Karaism. 
A reconstruction of its scope, its organization, and of the successive 
stages of its development will be attempted in the last part of the present 
chapter. Before embarking, however, on such task, we must consider 
still another aspect of the Karaites’ struggle within the Byzantine society: 
their struggle with other non-normative Jewish groups which settled at 
that time in the Byzantine Empire. 

THE CHALLENGE OF NON-KARAITE SECTARIES 

The Rabbanite challenge was not the sole source of anxiety to Karaite 
leadership in Byzantium. True, Rabbanites undoubtedly formed the 
preponderant majority in the local Jewish communities; yet, they were 
by no means the Karaites’ only Jewish neighbors on Byzantine soil. 
With the above-described general flux of populations which brought 
in eastern immigrant elements into the imperial territories, 24 other 
Jewish groups, too, may have drifted along with the current. These 
groups would settle as a matter of course in the Jewish neighborhood, 
alongside the Karaite and Rabbanite communities of the given locality. 

That at least two such non-Karaite splinter sects were still a reality 
in the eleventh and twelfth centuries is clearly indicated by contempo¬ 
raneous sources. One of our informants is Elijah ben Abraham, the oft- 
quoted Karaite author of the Hilliilc, or “History of the Rift between 
the Karaites and the Rabbanites.” 2 s Blaming the many divisions in Jewry 
for God’s indifference toward His people, this Byzantine Karaite histor¬ 
ian gladly noted a change “nowadays,” i.e., in the twelfth century. Out of 
as many as fourteen sects which, by his count, arose in the Jewish society 
since the period of the Second Commonwealth, 

no more than four [separate Jewish] creeds [survive] till our own time; [they are:] the 

great Literary Project of Byzantine Karaism (on which cf. later in this chapter) had 
already reached considerable proportions. Indeed, Tobias himself could not help 
admitting familiarity with some local Karaite creations. See on this above, 290 f. 

24 See above, Chapter III, esp. 102 ff. 

25 Cf. above, 29, note 7. 



THE CHALLENGE OF NON-KARAITE SECTARIES 


367 


creed of the Rabbanites, the creed of the Karaites, the Tidisite creed and that of 
Mishawayh. 26 

Now, further in his story, Elijah chose to neglect that part of the 
Karaite struggle within the Jewish society which was directed against 
the Tiflisites and the Mishawites. He limited his account to the tracing 
of Karaite relations with the Rabbanites alone. 27 In this, undoubtedly, 
the twelfth-century Karaite author was guided by a twelfth-century 
Karaite appraisal of whence the greatest danger to the sect in Byzantium 
mig ht be expected. However, this correct understanding of the situation 
as it presented itself in Elijah’s own time hardly reflected the balance of 
power in the Jewish camp in previous generations. In those earlier times, 
Karaism’s fighting animus was not directed against the Rabbanites alone. 
The war which the Karaites had to wage against other sectarians was 
as prolonged in duration as their campaign against Rabbinism and by 
no means easily won. The truth of the matter is that the Karaite doctrine 
of ‘Anan ben David was far from becoming the least common denomi¬ 
nator for all brands of anti-talmudic protest, as the reigning “monolithic” 
school would have it. 28 On the contrary: Not only did some pre-‘Ananite 
sects (like the Tsunians and the Yudghanites) continue their independent 
existence for at least two centuries after ‘Anan, 29 but there also arose 
several new sectarian trends subsequent to the ‘Ananite schism. These 
were oriented as much against the policies of ‘Anan as against the 
Rabbinic way of life. 30 In fact, they constituted a far greater threat to the 

) 

26 Cf. Hilluk, in Pinsker, Likkufe Kadmoniyyoth, App. XII, lOCf: na-im® nsn ’a 
Tins) n»i nm ,mnan ntnaam naam plum [®npn rm-1 p-m-i ,mosn in Vm»’ pan ina® n-ran 
Ti»’®a nn’ra i»p rnn tawi nsi rnni ...o’j®n nVa Va Q’na®a ijk it nV’» bai ,...niffrn lpVni 
.»i®» mi tmo’^on mi O’mp mi n’la-i m ,mm 'i To« *s=] «-3 ninta pit own .mm t' 1 
ninVa p lian iso *’m. Pinsker gives also a variant reading from a Firkowicz MS: -i-moa 
ni»’®a om m®in mm i®im muss n aia B’Vann Vm®’a inp nns nsi nta [n’lii wnuv»a=J 
inm Warm ins’® o’aai na nm ,iuan on mvn n K*a iik®j kVi nan wn mo own anai .i"* 
n«D’VBn nai n’n’ain wo i’n® hdd lD’Vnn kV>i am» V» ttd» cm o’snp nai n^ap oimpi D’Ji’i# 
ii®a nai- (Leiden MS Warner No. 25® conforms, on the whole, with the first version.) 

27 Ibid.: mi) a’tnpn mV tt'a nimn n a’o -no) nn» nans nVi. In reality, however, 
Elijah dealt not so much with the Karaites per se as with Karaites and Rabbanites 
in their mutual relation through history. Cf. the immediate continuation of the just 
quoted text: n®inn mwa ij’Ijk’ nV ’a »sd» ,p mmp omnn D’mp D®»ua ’a mpn ’ia nun 
•m -mit in maan d’Kipan am onV nianai omn’ nuap ... s’sa® min n«npn. 

28 For a partial criticism of that school cf. above, 7 f., 205. 

29 For the ‘Isunians cf., for instance, above, 214 f. (and note 22), 274, note 62, and 
below, 380 f., note 64. On the survival of Yudghanism in the tenth century, see 
Kirkisani, Kitab al-Anwar, I, 59; Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VII (1930), 391. 

30 Daniel al-Kumisi’s pronounced anti-‘Ananism has already been discussed on vari¬ 
ous occasions in this volume. Cf. above, e.g., 19, 21 f., 211 f. (and notes 14 and 15). 
Earlier in the ninth century, another heresiarch, Isma‘11 al-‘Ukbari, “made little of 
‘Anan and often called him stupid." “In his writings he treated ‘Anan in the most 
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Karaite movement than to the Rabbanite majority and necessitated much 
more alertness and vigilance on the part of Karaite leadership than on the 
part of the general Jewish authorities. 

Both Jewish sects which the Byzantine Elijah ben Abraham reported 
as still coexisting with the Rabbanites and the Karaites in the twelfth 
century were, indeed, of post-‘Ananite vintage. They were remnants of that 
series of anti-Rabbinic—yet, at the same time, anti-‘Ananite—deviationist 
movements which cropped up during the ninth century within the non- 
normative Jewish camp under Islam. Of these movements only one—that 
of the already discussed Daniel al-Kumisi—remained within the Karaite 
fold in spite of having departed from the ‘Ananite doctrine. 31 Transferring, 
we recall, the scene of intra-party struggle to Palestine, the al-Kumisi 
school had formulated a new Karaite platform and had brought about 
a marvelous regeneration of anti-Rabbanite dissent under the banner 
of Palestino-centricism. 32 

Not so the other ninth-century nonconformist varieties. These can 
be grouped in two classes. One contained movements which, like the 
Tiflisites, never ceased to share with official Karaism the basic premises 
of non-normative Weltanschauung. Spearheaded by secessionist elements 
which apparently issued from the ranks of ‘Ananism itself, they differed 
from the Karaite sect merely on details of observance, on matters of 
policy, and, possibly, in their respective social composition. Nevertheless, 
these differences were sufficiently decisive at the time to set the move¬ 
ments apart from—though not really against—each other. 33 In the other 
class were grouped those dissident segments of Jewry which, like the 

insulting manner, attributing to him the stupidity of an ass.” Cf Kirlfisani, Kitab 
al-Amvdr, I, 13,56 f.; Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HVCA, VII (1930), 329,388, and, briefly, 
Karaite Anthology, 52. 

31 Khlfisan! listed al-Kumisi as an independent religious thinker and founder of a 
religious system ( madhhab ). He allotted to him separate paragraphs in both the general 
list ( Kitab al-Anwar, I, 14) and the individual expositions (ibid., I, 58 f.). At the same 
time, he stressed Daniel’s continued membership in the broader framework of Karaism. 
He added, however, that “although he [i.e., Daniel] is an excellent scholar in the 
Scripture and in philology, there is one thing which greatly injures his prestige among 
some of our coreligionists, namely his dislike of the sect of ‘Anan, whom he assails 
very strongly.” Cf. ibid., I, 5. See Nemoy’s Eng. tr. in HVCA, VII (1930), 321, 330, 
390 f., and, partly, in Karaite Anthology, 53. See also above, 212, note 15. 

32 See above, 19, 22, 309 ff. 

33 Yefeth ben ‘All (quoted by Pinsker, Likkufe, 26) seems to be the only Karaite 
scholar who accused at-Tiflisi of having forsaken also the belief in resurrection from 
the dead; this point was not reported by Kirkisan! or any other Karaite scholar who 
followed K>rk>sam’s “Survey of Jewish Sects.” Yefeth concluded his description by 
saying that “God shall cancel these creeds and bring shame on [their adherents].” 
This is by far the strongest expression ever used by a Karaite against Tiflisism. Consid- 
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Mishawites, were from the outset independent of, indeed incongruous 
with, the ‘Ananite school. 34 Rallied around the Mishawite ideology, they 
became Karaism’s most pronounced enemies, and the task of combatting: 
them constituted for several generations a major preoccupation of Karaite 
scholars and leaders. 


THE TIFLISITES 

Unfortunately, none of the non-Karaite sectarian writings has survived 
to tell the story. In reconstructing the Tiflisite and Mishawite dissent we 
must fall back mainly on references and descriptions included (for the 
sake of refutation) in the literature of the sects’ Karaite opponents. 
Many of these references are not clear in the first place. Some of them 
plainly bear the earmarks of misrepresentation, innuendo and slander. 
Even where the general trustworthiness of the text is beyond reproach, 
the reader is set wondering how thick is the layer of partisan bias and 
of sheer polemical enthusiasm that envelops the kernel of authentic 
truth undoubtedly embedded in it. 

Nevertheless, for the purpose of the present study, the bias and 
acrimony permeating the Karaite accounts are not devoid of interest 
and intrinsic value. Our objective here is not to study the teachings of 
the Tiflisite and Mishawite schools per se, but to observe the molding 
of the attitude of Byzantine Karaites toward those of their neighbors who 
followed these schools. Hence, the intensity of Karaite pronouncements 
against Tiflisism and Mishawism is in itself a revealing piece of evidence. 
Its slackening or increase through the ages testifies unwittingly to 
Karaism’s feeling of security or insecurity in the face of possible Tiflisite 
or Mishawite inroads in its midst, and enables us, indirectly, to speculate 
on the existence and extent of such inroads. 

To begin with the Tiflisites, it may be presumed that these followers of 
Abu ‘Imran (Musa) az-Za‘farani, who in the ninth century moved from 

ering Yefeth’s intense messianism (see above, 77 f., 94 f.), his animosity toward a sect 
which did not believe (or so he thought) in resurrection is quite understandable. 

In reality, Daniel al-Kumisi, who lived a generation or so after at-Tifllsi, reported 
that some [Babylonian] Karaites denied resurrection from the dead. That group- 
maintained also, according to al-Kumisi’s account, that man’s spirit, and not his body, 
is the object of God’s reward or punishment. Cf. above, 220, note 29: bsbu 

D’nnn n”nna »na on ...tpan Vv maV rmn. However, the relationship between that 
Karaite splinter group and the independent Tiflisite sect is unknown. 

34 A similar difference between these two groups regarding their respective kinship- 
or incongruity with Samaritan views has been noted by Wreschner, Samaritanische 
Traditionen, xi f., note 10. Some details there, however, need to be corrected. 
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Babylonia to the Armenian city of Tiflis (whence his by-name at-Tiflisi), 
were mainly concentrated in Armenia. 35 Nothing is known of their 
further history or whether they succeeded (or even attempted) to sink 
roots outside Armenia. The available Byzantine Karaite sources are not 
too helpful regarding Karaite contacts with them in the eleventh or 
the twelfth centuries within the boundaries of the Empire. Neither the 
above-quoted Elijah ben Abraham nor his contemporary, the Constan- 
tinopolitan Hadassi, reveal explicitly that these sectaries were ever really 
encountered, say, in the streets of Pera or in some Anatolian Jewish 
community. All that Elijah has attested to was the existence of the 
Tiflisite sect in his time. He may well have alluded to contemporary 
Tiflisites in Armenia proper. Information on these sectaries could have 
been brought in by Armenian Rabbanites or Karaites arriving in the 
Empire; 36 a group of Armenian Karaites was, we remember, reported 
to have visited (or temporarily settled) in Constantinople in the twelfth 
century. 37 

Hadassi, on the other hand, spoke explicitly of the ninth-century 
heresiarch himself rather than of his later followers. His partly garbled 
account of the Tiflisite doctrine was produced mainly on the basis of 
early literary material and was affected only little by actual observation 
of the Byzantine scene. Nevertheless, several phrases in Hadassfs 
report on at-Tiflisi have a somewhat urgent ring and show some amount 
of special interest which is perhaps not purely academic. Chances are that 
this interest may be pointing to direct contacts of Hadassi’s Byzantine 
coreligionists with the Tiflisite dissenters. 

The impression becomes even stronger when the twelfth-century 
Hebrew text of Hadassi is compared with the tenth-century presentation 
by Rirldsani, the Arabic-writing Karaite historian in Babylonia. The 
latter utilized the same literature perused by Hadassi two hundred 
years later. However, he made no personal acquaintance with the 
dissidents, since they were at that time but a small group limited to the 
far-off city of Tiflis. His report of at-Tiflisfs life and doctrine is factual, 
detached, almost indifferent. The very same report sounds differently 
in the phrasing of a Hadassi. Unlike Kirkisani, Hadassi does not merely 
relate facts: he censures them, he praises them, he evaluates them as to 
their relation to the Karaite doctrine. Thus, on the one hand, he censures 
the calendar deviation advocated by at-Tiflisi. Similarly he censures the 

35 Cf. above, 64 f. (note 21), 128, and note 155 there. 

36 See above, 128. 

37 Cf. our suggestion above, 128 f., and the latter part of note 157 there. 
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latter’s permission to consume meat in the Diaspora. 38 On the other 
hand, he praises at-TiflisI for having endorsed such laws of incest as are 
“in line with the pronouncements of the Karaites, the ‘Mourners of 
Zion’.” He hails, further, at-TifllsI’s adherence to Karaite dietary laws 
and his enjoining the celebration of the Feast of Weeks on a Sunday, 
“after the fashion of those who tremble at [the word of] the Most High, 
the Mourners of the Temple of God and of the City of Jerusalem.” 39 


38 Herewith the pertinent texts by Rirkisanl and Hadassi are given for comparison 
(reversing the sentence order in Rirkisam to make it parallel Hadassi): 


Ifirkisam, Kitab al-Anwar, I, 57 (Eng. tr., 
HUCA, VII [19301, 389): ^ Ui 

f Jjl JLt j •!»■* 

iSjUll (after having agreed on 

principle with IsmaTl al-‘Ukbari that it is 
this separation of the moon from the sun 

[a»jUII] that decides the beginning of the 
newmonth;cf. further, Kitab al-Anwar, IV, 
790 f.);... ^ Ufcl *ij- 


Hadassi, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 41 d. Alphabet 
98: pia :'nn« 'nna mrn pa t^rnui nsi Tn*D 
ronann '’pwna fcoi nmn upas snnn mn npbo 
new anna ispn 'in epn uni fnsi ikp mu® 
wwi 'ui mn pn »a :nun di^ noaa 

os iwan -i’nn ih :onp rma roman '’cnns 
im^i na span mn -i®na va^n. For the im¬ 
plication of the beginning phrase of this 
passage, see next note. 


To be sure, Kirkisanl, too, gives an account (and a refutation) of the peculiar 
exegesis of Ps. 81:4 (mvi ncaa < noaa) which aroused the wrath of Hadassi. However, 
he does not associate it explicitly with at-TiflJsi. Cf. Kitab al-Anwar, IV, 803 f. 


39 Rirkisanl, Kitab al-Anwar, I, 57 (Eng. 
tr., HUCA, VII [1930], 389): WU. Iclj 
(speaking of both at-Tiilisi and ar-Ramll) 

0)11 5j <J")H ) 


Hadassi, loc. cit.: nai nun na "lom m’B 
,p»x ’Vax mpan ’bsa naia mV nonai mmci 
nwiawn am nawam nairni n^un por t ]tt 
'n snpa »Vaa mna pmn ova a«n 

■p’B 'term. 


The difference between the calm and rather sympathetic treatment of the Tiflisite 
doctrine by IjCirkisam and the more militant approach of Hadassi is well manifested 
also in their respective interpretations of the beginning of the passage. In the source 
from which both IjCirkisani and Hadassi drew their material they found the following 
opening phrase: “He [=at-Tiflisi] (or: “They,” i.e., at-Tifisi and ar-Ramli) 
differed from the general body [al-jama‘a].” Rirkisanl understood it to mean “the 
general body of the nation," i.e., the Rabbanites. Hence, he listed after that sentence 
those practices of at-Tiflisi which seemed to him commendable because of their anti- 
Rabbanite slant: the fixing of the Pentecost on a Sunday, the prohibition of the fat-tail, 
and stringency in the laws of incest. In the second part, however, he added those 
practices on which at-Tiflisi diverged from the Karaites: the calendar procedure and 
the consumption of meat. 

Not so Hadassi (or the scholar before him who translated the original source into 
Hebrew). He interpreted the opening phrase to mean that “at-Tiflisi diverged from the 
general body of the sectarians” (translating it in Hebrew as ‘edah, which, we remember, 
had a legal sectarian connotation). Consequently, he followed up the sentence with 
a list of deviations which he condemned-, the calendary system of the Tiflisites and 
their laxity with regard to the consumption of meat in the Diaspora. Only in the second 
part of the passage were the praiseworthy practices also enumerated: stringent laws of 
incest, prohibition of fat-tail, etc., and the fixing of Pentecost on Sunday. 
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Whether this stronger wording by Hadassi is purely accidental or in 
keeping with Hadassi’s regular style is a question of judgment. The 
assumption must not be excluded that it reflects a more personal in¬ 
volvement. Hadassi may have had in mind living Tiflisites whom he knew 
from the local Constantinopolitan scene. Possibly, the late tenth- and 
eleventh-century influx of Armenians, Gentile and Jewish, into the 
Byzantine domains caused also some Tiflisites to appear in the Byzantine 
Jewish communities. Nothing definite, however, can be said in the 
matter on the basis of the extant sources. 

THE MISHAWITES 

Infinitely more involved was the pattern of relationship between the 
Karaites in Byzantium and the Mishawite sect there. The intensity 
permeating Karaite reports on this other survivor of the ninth-century 
anti-Rabbanite (and, at once, anti-‘Ananite) revolt is most striking. 
While Tiflisism, separate but never really antagonistic, left almost no 
trace in Karaite literature and polemics (except for a general inclusion 
thereof in the surveys of Jewish sectarianism), the Mishawite heresy 
became a recurrent theme for Karaite controversialists; so [one may sur¬ 
mise] was the Karaite doctrine to the spokesmen of Mishawism. 

Of course, the frequency of anti-Mishawite references in Karaite po¬ 
lemical compositions may prove misleading. Thus, judging merely by the 
fact that, since the mid-eleventh century till as late as 1490, refutations 
of Mishawite views do not leave the pages of Byzantine Karaite literature, 
one might be inclined to infer that Mishawism was all along—for half a 
millennium almost—a burning issue to the Empire’s Karaites. This is a 
mistaken impression. A careful perusal of that literature prompts us to 
discard all Karaite references belonging to periods later than, say, 
1200-1250 as mere academic considerations. 40 

This disposes of the difference in interpretation which is also apparent in modem 
studies. Thus, Nemoy ( HUCA , VII [1930], 389) tended to understand KirkisanI as 
pointing to at-Tiflisi’s divergence from the “general body of the sectarians .” Mahler, 
on the other hand (Hak-ftara'im, 196, note 8), censured Nemoy’s interpretation by 
invoking the Hadassi text. Paradoxically, in the light of the above analysis of both 
texts, none of these scholars was right: Ijprkisani had the body of the whole nation 
in mind, while Hadassi pointed to the sectarians alone. 

40 Cf., for instance, Mibhar on Leviticus, 6a. The late thirteenth-century Aaron ben 
Joseph quite clearly bases there his polemic against Mishawayh (or rather against Ibn 
Ezra who uses an argument expounded earlier by Mishawayh) on literary sources alone; 
Aaron invokes the eleventh-century Byzantine Osar Nehmad of Tobias ben Moses. 
Similarly, the fourteenth-century Aaron ben Elijah declares himself indebted in his 
anti-Mishawite polemics to earlier literary compositions; he goes back even to the 
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Even such earlier testimonies as those offered by Byzantine Karaite 
authorities of the twelfth century are primarily of chronological value; they 
speak of the Mishawites as still existing in their time. They hardly add, 
however, to the elucidation of Karaite-Mishawite relations in the twelfth 
century or earlier. Elijah ben Abraham’s brief statement has already 
been cited: he merely counted Mishawism among the four Jewish sects 
active in his generation. 41 Similarly, Yehudah Hadassi left no room 
for doubt that the Mishawites “continue to observe to this day” (i.e., 
about the middle of the twelfth century) the heretical practices he 
ascribed to their founder. 42 There is, however, no sign of sarcasm or 
contempt in the statement of this scholar comparable to that which 
we encounter in the earlier source underlying his account. 43 Nor did 
Hadassi care to go beyond the old presentation of Mishawism and to 
enumerate also the later , characteristically Byzantine features of the 
sect; these features, we realize now, were unknown to earlier reporters 
but were prevalent in the Mishawite community of Byzantium in Hadas- 
si’s own day. Indeed, the very preoccupation of Hadassi with Mishawite 
teachings was, in the main, but part and parcel of his general survey of 
all sects. It was hardly prompted by a sense of need to repel contem¬ 
poraneous Mishawite encroachments on the Karaite way of life in 
Byzantium. Evidently, the dwindling numbers of Mishawite followers, 
while still conspicuous enough to be noted by contemporary observers, 
ceased in the twelfth century to spell danger to the Byzantine Karaite 
community. 

The two foundation-stones on which the reconstruction of the Misha- 
wite-Karaite story must rest, then, are the Karaite texts of the early 
tenth and the mid-eleventh centuries. The first source—Kirkisani’s 
“Survey of Jewish Sects”—originated in the Islamic environment in 
which the formation of the Mishawite sect had taken place. This source 
was compiled just a few decades after the event (about 937 c.e.). It was 
from an abridged version of that “Survey” that Hadassi drew up, some 
two centuries later, his aforecited account of Mishawite teachings. 44 

tenth-century Kirkisani. Cf.,e.g., his Gan 'Eden, Section Shehifah, Ch. XX, 95a, and 
earlier. Section Pesah, Ch. VO, 42b, or in his Kether Torah on Numbers, 10a. See 
further the fifteenth-century Addereth EHyyahii (interrupted in 1490), in which Elijah 
Bashyachi bases the whole Ch. XVIII of Section Sheftifah (without openly acknow¬ 
ledging it) on Ofar Nehmad of Tobias ben Moses. See below, 389, note 91. 

41 Cf. above, 366 f., and note 26 there. 

42 Eshkol hak-Kofer, 42a, Alphabet 98: nn ovn is |3i. 

43 See the reference in the next note. 

44 The “Survey” was incorporated into the First Discourse of Kitab al-Anwar 
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not only fails to enumerate important characteristics which were at¬ 
tributed to Mishawism in Byzantium, but also it can hardly match the 
amount of contempt and abuse which Tobias poured on the heads of his 
Mishawite compatriots. It seems that, as far as our sources go, only 
Tobias, the eleventh-century leader of the Karaites in the Empire, 
viewed Mishawism as a most serious menace to his flock. The fury with 
which Tobias descended upon the avowed founder of the Mishawite 
sect, on his “priests” 50 and on their teachings (including matters which 
seemingly did not call for practical application) is, indeed, without 
parallel in Karaite literature. Even Karaism’s anti-Saadyan campaign at 
its worst never accused Saadyah Gaon, for instance, of leaving the fold, 
the way Tobias did with regard to Mishawayh and his followers. And 
all that—a hundred and fifty years after Kirkisani and in a climate far 
removed from that which Kirkisani knew well and which produced 
the Mishawite movement in the first place! 

Thus, allowing even for exaggerations perpetrated in the heat of 
controversy, the twin impression is inevitable: a) that it was chiefly 
the brand of Mishawite practice which was known in Byzantium (and 
not so much that which was described by Kirkisani in Babylonia a 
century and a half earlier) that was felt to be a real threat to Karaism; 
and b) that it was, consequently, the eleventh-century Byzantine Kara¬ 
ite community (and not so much the Karaite leadership in Babylonia) 
that considered the warding-off of the Mishawite danger an assign¬ 
ment of the first order. As such, Karaism’s anti-Mishawite struggle 
belongs, more than anywhere else, in our eleventh-century story of 
the formative years of Karaite life in Byzantium. 

THE TEACHINGS OF MISHAWAYH 

Who were the Mishawites ? 

A careful analysis of all the available sources as well as of the cognate 
material which was revealed and interpreted by the recent studies of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls permits us to draw a completely new picture of the 
Mishawite heresy and its history. 51 Apart from a marked deviation in 

50 The expression is was. It matches Tobias’ (and, earlier, Salman ben Yeruham’s) 

contemptuous remark regarding Saadyah and his Rabbanite colleagues. Cf. Salman’s 
Book of the Wars of the Lord, 59 (top): maai n**T»B and the Tobias text below, 391, 

and note 98. 

51 The summary presented here is extracted from my Mishawiyyah: The Vicissi¬ 
tudes of a Medieval Jewish Sect under Islam and Christianity, to be published separate- 
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dietary matters (of which later), the most conspicuous nonconformism 
in which the sect had indulged was in the field of calendation. This field, 
we remember, was crucial in the sect-forming process of all times: 
calendar independence heralded a sect’s self-determination and final 
separation from the Mother Institution. 52 

The ninth-century calendar doctrine of Mishawayh al-‘Ukbar! (a 
native of ‘Ukbara in the Baghdad region) subscribed to the solar principle 
as the one and only determinant of calendar reckoning. This principle, 
assuming a solar year of 364 days, ensured the yearly return of fasts and 
feasts on fixed days in the week, rather than on fixed days of months (the 
way lunar calendation, common to all other segments of medieval 
Jewry, would have it). 53 Thus, Mishawayh demanded the permanent 
fixing of the Day of Atonement on a Sabbath; 54 the interdependent 
annual recurrence of Passover on a Thursday; 55 the celebration of 
Pentecost on the Sunday which falls seven weeks subsequent to the 
first Sunday after Passover; 56 and regularity in the proclamation of 
the first day of each month ( Rosh-Jfodesh ), apparently by accepting a 
solar thirty-day mensal unit. 57 

ly. There, the full documentation, bibliography and discussion of earlier theses are 
given. 

52 Cf. above, 293, 

53 This has correctly been stressed by A. Jaubert, “Le calendrier des Jubiles et les 
jours liturgiques de la semaine,” VT, Vli (1957), 44, and La date de la cine, 46 f. 

54 The permanent appointment of the fast on a Sabbath was designed to emphasize 
the double holiness of the Day of Atonement, presumably enjoined by the biblical 
lawmaker in the double term shabbath shabbathon (Lev. 23:32). Cf. Kirkisani, Kitab 
at-Anwdr, I, 58 (Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VII [1930], 390); Hadassi, Eshkol hak- 
Kofer, 42a, Alphabet 98. 

55 See the references in the previous note. The interdependence results, of course, 
from the legally prescribed lapse of time between the holidays. 

56 Kirkisani ( Kitab al-Anwar, I, 57 f.; HUCA, VII [1930], 390) and Hadassi ( Eshkol 
hak-Kofer, 42a, Alphabet 98) ridiculed Mishawayh for having asserted, on the one 
hand, with all sectarians, that Pentecost must fall on a Sunday, without knowing, how¬ 
ever, which Sunday it was to be. A closer look at the problem will reveal that, contrary 
to the insinuations of his Karaite opponents, Mishawayh had a definite idea which 
“morrow after the Sabbath” was to inaugurate the seven-week count from Passover to 
Pentecost. By rejecting unequivocally the Karaite and Samaritan custom of beginning 
the count on the Sunday which falls within the Passover week, Mishawayh made his 
position clear beyond any doubt. He obviously espoused the sectarian alternative: 
the Sunday after Passover week. This was the procedure advocated by the Book of 
Jubilees and the Qumran sect. 

57 This is how I understand KirkisSni’s statement that Mishawayh “was in doubt as 
to how to fix the beginning of months, since he could not decide what system to adopt” 

o' *15^ lS'; (*^ cOJJ 43 j 0^3)’ Kitab 
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Moreover, he applied the solar principle to the day measure as well, re¬ 
jecting the conventional count of calendar-days from evening to evening; 
the days, including the Sabbaths, were to be counted from morning to 
morning. 38 This last point was particularly objectionable later to Jews 
living in regions with a large Christian population (e.g., Jerusalem and 
Palestine in general, Western Syria, Byzantium and Spain). Cancelling, 
as it did, the sacrosanct institution of Sabbath eve and extending the ho¬ 
liness of the Lord’s day to the night preceding Sunday, it was hastily 
decried as “Christian-oriented.” 39 Anti-Mishawite propagandists failed 
(or refused) to perceive the Jewish origin of that practice and the broader 
calendary concept of which it was part and parcel. 60 The truth of the 
matter is that Mishawayh’s doctrine intended merely to restore an 
archaic Jewish calendar based on the solar system. Such a calendar was 
expounded in the apocryphal Book of Jubilees and the Ethiopic Enoch. 61 


al-Anwar, I, 58 ( HUCA , VII [1930], 390). Cf. further HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer , 
42a, Alphabet 98: -]mins Tins’ nr ’«a ■m’aa si’ r!>i D’tnrm nnn tis*r i>s pooa n’n or. 
Here again, such terms as “doubt” or “indecision,” sarcastically used by JjCirkisanl, 
are plainly misnomers. Once having accepted a solar calendar of 364 days, 
Mishawayh could not have entertained any doubts as to the inner division of 
the year. He must have espoused the pattern advocated by the Book of Jubilees'. 
four equal seasons of 91 days, each comprising three 30-day mensal units plus 
one day. 

58 See the texts adduced below, 395 ff. (and notes). 

59 Stressing the “Jewishness” of the evening-to-evening count of days, Ibn Ezra, 

in an obvious polemic against Mishawism (ipansm nma non o’an; or, o’jnnn nai), 
states: pa anraa oi’K msiK man (on Ex. 16:25). Cf. further, M. Fried- 

lander, “Ibn Ezra in England,” JQR (O.S.), Vm (1896), 149, note 2, and 152, 
note 2, as well as in the Transactions of the Jewish Historical Society of England, 57, 
note 3. 

For the accusations of “Christian orientation,” tossed against the Mishawites by 
Tobias ben Moses in Byzantium, see below, 402- Some of these accusations may 
already have been voiced by Yefeth ben ‘All in Palestine (cf. above, 375, note 49). 
Indeed, chances are that Ibn Ezra learned of the Mishawite views from Osar Nefmtad 
of Tobias or, even more likely, from the commentaries of Yefeth. The latter, as we 
know, exerted tremendous influence on Ibn Ezra’s biblical exegesis. At any rate, there 
is no indication that the Spanish Rabbanite exegete ever met the heretics in person. 

60 Indeed, scholars have suggested viewing certain passages in the Dead Sea Scrolls 
as corrections of eleventh-century Karaite (or Rabbanite) scribes. The scribes must 
have been anxious to make the texts correspond to the lunar calendation almost 
unanimously accepted by medieval Jewry. Cf. Talmon’s pertinent remarks in Scripts 
Hierosolymitana, IV (1958), 193 f., and Wernberg-Moller, Revue de Qumran, I (1958), 
141 (quoting P. R. Weis). 

61 Cf. the Book of Jubilees, vi, in Charles, The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of 
the Old Testament, II, 22 f. (or M. Goldmann’s Hebrew version, in A. Kahana, Has- 
Sefarim ha-ffifonim, I, Bk. 1, 235 f.); Book of Enoch, Ixxii, in Charles, II, 237-39 (or 
in the Hebrew rendering of A. Kahana and J. Feitelovitch, Has-Sefarim ha-pifdnim , 
I, Bk. 1, 67-69). 
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Apparently, the sectaries of the Judaean Desert in the time of the Second 
Commonwealth also adhered to it. 62 

THEORY AND PRACTICE 

All these calendary teachings of Mishawayh remained, however, at 
first, in the realm of theory only; neither Mishawayh himself nor his 
followers in Babylonia dared apply them in practice. Indeed, they dared 
not even mention in Babylonia their (theoretical) adherence to the 
morning-to-morning count of calendar-days. This solar measure of day 
units, though not inherent in the general solar calendation concept, could 
not have been a later innovation; yet, it is known only from Byzantine 
Karaite literature, i.e., from works created some two centuries after 
Mishawayh and away from the climate of opinion of Jewish Babylonia. 
In Babylonia proper, the Mishawites, opposed to the time reckoning 
system of both the normative majority and the sectarian minorities, 
resigned themselves to following the precalculated Rabbanite calendar 
as the lesser of the two evils. 

All coins are clipped anyway [Mishawayh is reported to have advised his followers], 
you might as well hold on to the counterfeit that is at hand. 63 

For mid-ninth-century Babylonia was no longer propitious for the growth 
of social and religious dissent as it was in earlier generations. Times had 

62 For this latter point cf. Talmon’s stimulating inquiry into “The Calendar Reckon¬ 
ing of the Sect from the Judaean Desert,” in Aspects of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Scripta 
Hierosolymitana, IV [1958]), 162-99. Why Mishawayh deviated from that archaic 
calendary pattern in preferring Thursday (to the Jubilees' Wednesday) for the annual 
occurrence of Passover, so that the Day of Atonement be regularly observed on a 
Saturday (instead of the Jubilees' Friday), is a problem worth looking into, but of no 
real consequence to the present story. Whatever the divergence in detail, there can be 
no question as to the basic structure of the calendar Mishawayh considered right. The 
literary antecedents of Mishawayh’s doctrine are undoubtedly to be sought in the 
sectarian works of the Second Commonwealth era. 

How these sources came to inspire a ninth-century Mishawayh into reviving the 
archaic calendary policies of the Dead Sea sect is a matter for speculation. I leave it 
to my good friend and colleague. Doctor Talmon, to pursue further the marginal 
suggestion he has made recently (op. cit., 194, note 82) concerning the possible literary- 
historical link between the ancient doctrine and this medieval heresiarch. Talmon is 
inclined to view the Mishawite doctrine in the context of the late eighth-century disco¬ 
very of Cave Writings near the Dead Sea (see above, 20, and 254, note 10), which [he 
believes] had given impetus to a renewal of the ancient calendar controversy in Jewry, 

63 Cf. Kirkisani, Kitab al-Anwar, I, 58; Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VII (1930), 390. 
Hadassi (or the Hebrew translator who preceded him) misunderstood the passage 
to mean (Eshkol hak-Kofer, 42a, Alphabet 98): >n>a maimn fi’s 'a nanl> mitn ns min 
aVn psii xiaona min trip. The error has correctly been observed by Poznafrski, REJ, 
XXXIV (1897), 165, note 1. (See also above, 374, end of note 44.) 
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changed. After a hundred and fifty years of schismatic experience, 
Rabbinic Babylonia mended her fences and closed the ranks. Dissident 
activity could by now exert only negligible influence on the Babylonian 
Rabbanite camp proper; it would mainly spend itself on i/tfra-sectarian 
bickerings. Conversely, the sectaries of Babylonia had now come under 
the impact of an infinitely more powerful Rabbinic uniformity. Willingly 
or not, they had to learn how to conform, especially on such decisive 
issues as calendation. Some, in fact, would gradually lose their identity. 

The fate of the Mishawites in Babylonia and their submission to the 
Rabbanite calendary computation were not at all surprising, then. They 
simply manifested a situation in which the heresiarch unambiguously 
rejected both systems of lunar calendation, the precalculated tables of the 
normative majority and the lunar eye-witnessing method of the whole 
sectarian camp combined. At the same time, he was unable under the 
prevailing conditions to apply in practice his own solar calendar. A 
minority within a minority, Mishawayh continued to voice his doctrinal 
dissent as persistently as he dared to. Yet, for all practical purposes, he 
preferred to join the intrinsically more comfortable lunar calendar of the 
Rabbanite majority rather than to involve his followers in the unwieldy 
intricacies of the other sectaries’ moon-sighting. In so doing, Mishawayh 
may have been not only resigning himself to what he believed was the 
lesser evil, but also hoping to win for his flock the goodwill of the ruling 
Rabbinic circles. 64 


THE ‘BABYLONIAN EXODUS’ 

Mishawayh’s behavior, we said, was not surprising; indeed, it was not 

Mishawayh’s oscillation between theoretical preferences and a practical performance 
that was pol arly different from the theory made a mocking Kirkisani present him as a man 
“lost in perplexity.” To a modem observer, on the other hand, Mishawayh appeared, 
for the same reason, “to have been something of a cynic” (Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 
xix, 335, note 1/19). But neither label explains the matter. True, Mishawayh may have 
turned cynical in a society which cared little about one’s unorthodox beliefs as long as 
one mechanically conformed on externals of daily (especially calendary) practice. Yet, 
he was neither wavering nor perplexed. He had very definite ideas on what the Jewish 
calendar should be like. Moreover, unlike the ShTites who, shielded by the convenient 
theory of takiyyah (i.e., caution; cf. Goldziher, Vorlesungen iiber den Islam, 214 f.), 
kept their rebellious doctrines to themselves for fear of persecution, Mishawayh did 
not hesitate to speak up and make his ideas (save for the moming-to-morning count of 
days) known to all. These ideas, however, were so diametrically opposed to all that 
had become a matter of general consent to Jewry as a whole, normative and sectarian 
alike, that a practical application of them in n in th- and tenth-century Babylonia was 
simply unthinkable. 

64 Indeed, the Karaites taunted their Rabbanite neighbors for compromising with 
other sectaries on major issues of belief in return for the sectaries’ adherence to the 
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even unusual. Also the far stronger and better established Karaites, 
we remember, had surrendered in Babylonia a vital part of their original 
calendar doctrine, the abib. To the extent that they chose to stay in the 
country, they would follow their Rabbanite neighbors in determining the 
beginning of calendar-years and intercalation by means of computation. 65 
Only those segments of the dissident camp which, appraising correctly 
the changed (ninth-century) situation, were ready to draw the extreme 
conclusion were saved for further sectarian creativity. That conclusion 
was: Exodus from Babylonia into the Syro-Palestinian expanse and 
into the adjoining regions in the South (Egypt) and in the North (as 
far as Armenia). 66 

Out of the reach of the uniformitarian machine of Babylonia’s central 
Jewish institutions, the emigrant movements opened a new (non- 
Babylonian) Golden Age of Jewish sectarianism. This Golden Age of 
anti-talmudic dissent in the Palestinian-led countries of the East Mediter¬ 
ranean littoral was partly assisted by the demographic heterogeneity 
and the multiplicity of religious denominations in that area in general. 

Rabbanite calendar. A good illustration of the case is the story of Rabbanite-'Isunian 
relations. When Kirkisani asked Jacob ben Ephraim, a Rabbanite visitor from Syria 
(ash-Shaml), why the Rabbanites favored the ‘Isunians and intermarried with them 
(in Damascus), although “Abu ‘Isa acknowledged the prophecy of Jesus son of Mary 
and of [Muhammad] the master of the Muslims,” Jacob replied: “Because they do 
not differ from us in the observance of holidays.” “This answer of his indicates [Kir¬ 
kisani concluded bitterly] that, according to the Rabbanites, [Tsunian] manifestation 
of unbelief is more pardonable than the [Karaite] display of differences in the observ¬ 
ance of holidays which they [i.e., the Rabbanites] themselves invented.” Cf. Kitab 
al-Anwar, I, 52; Eng. tr. by Nemoy, HUCA, VH [1930], 382. 

Incidentally, if we are to believe HadassI (Eshkol hak-Kofer, 41c, Alphabet 97; 
see the quotation above, 274, note 62), the ‘Isunians, too, advocated a solar year. 
Unlike the Mishawite story, a practical application of the solar system was possible 
in the time of the seventh-century Abu ‘Is3, when Babylonian Rabbinism had not 
yet attained the standing it enjoyed in Mishawayh’s days. In the ninth century, how¬ 
ever, the ‘Isunians may have undergone the same development which is suggested 
here for the Mishawites: Under the impact of Rabbinic uniformity they may have 
surrendered their solar calendar (if they ever had put it into practice). Like the Misha¬ 
wites, too, the ‘Isunians continued to adhere to the Rabbanite calendar even after 
they had emigrated to Syria. The problem merits further study. At any rate, in the 
light ofRirkistol’s report, one cannot accept Hadassi’s statement that the ‘Isunians 
“observe [!D'>n?w] the holidays according to a solar calendar of years.” If there 
were any ‘Isunians left in the twelfth century, when HadassI wrote his Eshkol, they 
surely followed the Rabbinic calendar, as did their tenth-century predecessors in 
the time of Kirkisani. 

65 See above, 303 ff., 314 ff. 

6S A broader statement and documentation of the “Exodus-thesis" expounded here 
will be found in my forthcoming Hebrew paper, “The ‘Babylonian Exodus’ of Jewish 
Sects in the Period of the Geonim.” 
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It was further encouraged by the progressive disintegration of the central 
power of the (‘Abbasid) Caliphate, the mainstay of Babylonian Jewish 
centralism. 67 Yet, last but not least, it was spurred by the greatest 
institutional struggle eastern Jewry had known in the High Middle 
Ages: the already referred-to Palestine-versus-Babylonia contest. 

The Syro-Palestinian Jewish society itself—the Rabbanite majority 
of it, that is—was at that time no less embattled against the centralistic 
claims of Rabbinic Babylonia than were the sectarian groupings. Itself 
unwilling to bow to the dictate of the rival (Rabbanite) institutions of 
Babylonia, yet possessing neither the political standing nor the executive 
power to erase by its own means the heresies from its midst, Palestinian- 
oriented Rabbinism could not help but come to terms with reality. 68 
Thus it happened that, precisely at the time when they were effectively 
halted in Babylonia, the tenth-century sectaries attained for a while in 
certain parts of Palestine, Egypt, Syria, and in the adjacent provinces 
later incorporated in the Byzantine Empire a standing which was al¬ 
most equal to that of Rabbinic Jewry. 

Similar to Tiflisites, to ‘Isunians and to the Karaites of the al-Kumisi 
school, Mishawite activists, too, must have left, then, Babylonia a genera¬ 
tion or so after the death of their Founding Father. 69 It is from this point 

61 Thus, the independence of Egypt and of Syria (including Palestine) from the 
'Abbasid rule in the time of Aljmad ibn Julun provided Karaism with a unique 
opportunity of consolidating its newly established Palestinian center. Cf. above, 23. 
Even more propitious was the situation in the later tenth and in the eleventh centuries. 

68 Thus, the Palestinian gaon, Aaron ben Meir, is known to have traveled to Baby¬ 
lonia in an attempt to enlist political and other aid for his struggle against the Karaites 
in Palestine. Soon, however, he himself was embroiled in a decisive contest with 
Babylonian Rabbinism. Thereafter, all through the tenth and, especially, the eleventh 
centuries, Karaite participation in the internal affairs of Palestinian Rabbinism was 
viewed as a matter of course. Cf. above, 42 ff. 

69 The exact time of that migration c ann ot be fixed with certainty. If it should prove 
true that Tobias ben Moses found a great part of his anti-Mishawite argumentation 
in the commentaries of the Palestinian Yefeth ben ‘All, we shall have been given an 
approximate terminus ad quern for the completion of the process: the middle of the 
tenth century. When Yefeth began his career, some time in the second half of that 
century (he reported, we remember, on the conquests of Nicephor which had taken 
place in the late 960's), the Mishawites’ calendar practice in their new abode was 
already a well-established fact. 

On the other hand, there is no need to consider the year 937 (when Rirkisani’s 
Kitab abAnwar was composed) as the terminus a quo for the Mishawite migration. 
Kirkisani had no information on sectarian developments in Syria. Thus he did not 
report, for instance, on the eighth-century Syrian movement of Severus-Sarini. Nor 
did he care to mention even the migration of al-Kumisi and his followers to Pales¬ 
tine, although he devoted considerable space to this leader. His report on the ‘Isunians 
of Damascus was plainly the result of his conversation with Jacob ben Ephraim 
of Syria. Hence, some Mishawites may already have moved to Syria at the end of the 
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on that Mishawism underwent a development largely parallel to the 
vicissitudes of Karaism in the area. 70 While some Mishawites, like 
some of their Karaite neighbors, preferred to stay in Babylonia—their 
existence in ‘Ukbara about 937 c.E. was reliably reported to Kirkisanl 
by a local elder 71 —others, again like the Karaites, apparently moved 
to Syria. Their concentration in the Ba'albek region was undoubtedly 
responsible for the by-name Ba‘albefci which came to be appended to the 
sect’s traditional appellation. So much so, indeed, that, after a time, the 
by-name was projected back into the life story of Mishawayh himself: 
he would be referred to in Byzantine Karaite texts as Mishawayh al- 
Ba'albefci rather than (or simultaneously with his earlier by-name) 
al-ZJkbarV 2 


THE SYRO-BYZANTINE DEVELOPMENT 

Unlike Babylonia, where a practical application of the solar calendar 
was in the ninth and tenth centuries flatly unthinkable, Syria proved a 

ninth century. It may be surmised, however, that the calendary heresy became more 
widely known and evoked literary refutations only after the generation of Saadyah 
and Kirkisanl. 

70 See on this my Mishawiyyah: The Vicissitudes of a Medieval Jewish Sect under 
Islam and Christianity. 

71 Kitab al-Anwar, I, 14 (cf. 57: j ^_U»); Eng. tr - b y 

Nemoy, HUCA, VII (1930), 330 and 389, and Karaite Anthology, 53. 

72 Such is my explanation of the synonymy of these two by-names as apparent in 
Byzantine Karaite texts. Earlier, Poznafiski suggested that Mishawayh was bom in 
Ba'albek (hence his by-name al-Ba‘albe(ci) and emigrated to ‘Ukbara in Babylonia, 
where he came to be known as al-Ukbari. Cf. REJ, XXXIV (1897), 162 f. This view, 
espoused by Mahler, Hak-lfara’im, 198, reflects, of course, Pozna6skj.’s concept of 
the respective roles of Babylonia and Syria in the sect-forming process in medieval 
Jewry. See on this below, 384, note 73. Whatever the case, the Byzantine Karaites 
considered the two by-names synonymous and used them interchangeably. 

Thus, when incorporating into Ofar Nehmad KirkisanTs and Saadyah's discussion of 
Mishawite dietary laws, Tobias ben Moses applied to Mishawayh the agnomen ‘ Ukbarl 
(cf. below, 389 ff., notes 91, 96-98). He undoubtedly copied it from these Babylonian 
sources at his disposal. When, however, in the same commentary, Tobias felt called 
upon to refute the Mishawite calendary practice prevalent in Byzantium (but unknown 
in Babylonia), he referred to Mishawayh as al-Ba'albeki (see, e.g., below, 401). In so 
doing, Tobias no doubt followed contemporaneous Byzantine usage. Yet, confident 
that both by-names alike pointed to the same person, Tobias combined his reports on 
‘Ukbari and Ba'albeki by means of cross-references from one section to the other 
(cf., e.g., above, 375, note 48). 

This referential merger is even more complete in Hadassi's Eshkol hak-Kofer. 
The passage in Hadassi, we remember, is an abridged Hebrew version of the Arabic 
report by Kirkisanl on Mishawayh—Mishawayh al-Ukbari, that is. By his own 
admission, however, Hadassi had in mind the Mishawites of his own time and country. 
These were linked in Byzantium to Mishawayh al-Ba‘albeki. Hence, as a matter of 
course, all that Kirkisanl had originally to say of Mishawayh al- Ukbari was in Hadassi’s 



384 


THE CHALLENGE 


more inviting ground for Mishawite radicalism. 73 Though ostracized 
generally, as should have been expected, 74 the Mishawites not only 
persisted on the margin of the Palestino-Syrian Jewish community but 
reached out even farther West. Yet, when the purely theoretical calendary 
teachings of Mishawayh were transplanted from Babylonia to Syria 
and put to practice there, a curious amalgam arose. This phenomenon 
is one of the paradoxes which are not unusual in the history of religion. 

On the one hand, the practical adherence of Mishawism to the Rab- 
banite calendar of festivals, once a matter of sheer expediency, was not 
abandoned even under the changed conditions. This development may 
have been caused by the fact that such adherence had in the meantime 
become sanctified by tradition. It may further have been brought about 
by the realization that the espousal of a completely different calendary 
structure of solar years would play havoc with the social and economic 
life of the Mishawite community. Be that as it may, observance of a pre¬ 
calculated calendar jointly with the Rabbanites—computations, intercala¬ 
tions, and occasional postponements of festivals not excluded—was by 
now a permanent feature of the Mishawite code of behavior. It was 
binding in eleventh-century Byzantium no less than in ninth-century 
Babylonia. 75 This situation must be remembered when the intensity of 

Byzantine transcription laid at the door of Mishawayh al-Ba‘albefci. Cf. his Eshkol, 
42a (top). Alphabet 98 (and see above, 374, end of note 44). 

A converse, yet no less instructive, case is that of Aaron ben Elijah. Two hundred 
years after Hadassi, Aaron excerpted Tobias’ refutation of the Mishawite view on 
thanksofferings. In Tobias’ original excursus Mishawayh was naturally referred to 
as Ba‘albeki (cf. below, 401, note 132), according to the early Byzantine tradition. Yet, 
when reporting in the fourteenth century on the eleventh-century text of Tobias, 
Aaron associated the heretical views, described originally as those of Ba'albekt, with 
Mishawayh al-‘Ukbari. Cf. his Gan ‘Eden, Section Pesab, 42b; Kether Torah on Numbers, 
10a. 

(As for the spelling of Ba'aibeki with a p, contrary to the Arabic usage, see, e.g., the 
Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, ed. Asher, I, Hebrew Section, 48; ed. Griinhut, 44. 
The British Museum MS alone, underlying the Adler edition [Hebrew Section, 31], 
reads -p Vva. All the other copies spell the place-name with a p, similar to our 
Bodleian MS of Ofar Nefimad and similar to Hadassi. In the present discussion I have 
fol lowed, of course, the spelling preferred by the Jews of those centuries, Rabbanites and 
Karaites alike.) 

73 This view opposes Poznariski, who believed that “en tout cas, ce n’est que dans 
l’lralf [=Babylonia] qu’il [i.e., Mishawayh] pouvait exercer son activity religieuse, 
car la Syrie n’offrait pas de terrain propice pour la creation de sectes.” Cf. REJ, 
XXXIV (1897), 163. See above, 383, the opening paragraph of note 72. 

74 We have actual evidence of ostracism from Byzantium alone (cf. below, 387, note 
87), but there can be no doubt that Syrian Jewry, too, pronounced the ban on the 
Mishawites who lived in its midst. 

75 See the text below, 395 (and note 108). 
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the Karaite struggle against Mishawism in Byzantium is compared 
with the somewhat equivocal attitude of their Rabbanite neighbors. 

On the other hand, the Syro-Byzantine Mishawites did not hesitate any¬ 
more in the new environment to make a weekly issue of their other solar 
principle (i.e., reckoning the days from morning to morning)—a principle 
which they dared not even mention explicitly in Babylonia, though it 
was undoubtedly part of their calendary outlook in Babylonia as well. 76 
The application of that principle became from the mid-tenth century on a 
conspicuous recognition-mark of Mishawism, both because it was the 
sect’s only practical deviation from the all-Jewish lunar calendar and 
because it affected the most sacrosanct institution of the Jewish order 
of days, the Sabbath. Hence the concentration of all later reporters on 
this particular feature of Mishawite dissent. 

The remarkable parallelism of the Mishawite and-Karaite histories—a 
parallelism which began, we remember, with the exodus of the Mishawite 
and the Karaite avant-guards from Babylonia—did not stop, however, 
in the middle of the tenth century. Having transferred their respective 
social and religious endeavor to Syro-Palestinian centers for similar 
reasons and roughly at the same time, the two sects could not help 
being equally and simultaneously subject to broader factors which go¬ 
verned the destinies of the region and of its populations. 

KARAISM AND MISHAWISM: A HISTORICAL PARALLEL 

There is no indication in the extant material what routes the Mishawites 
had taken when entering the Byzantine realm. Chances are, nevertheless, 
that they appeared within the boundaries of the Empire in a way that 
was not much different from that of the Karaites—indeed, simultane¬ 
ously with them. Propelled by the same forces and exposed to the same 
circumstances that had shaped the establishment of Karaism on Byzantine 
soil, the Mishawites may have drifted into Asia Minor, along with the 
Karaites, some time in the second half of the tenth century and in later 
decades. 77 They hailed, just as did the Karaites, from Syrian regions— 
both those regions which were but temporarily occupied by Nicephor 
or Tzimiskes and those which were outrightly incorporated into the 
Empire’s Eastern Themes. 78 Thus, Ba‘albek itself was conquered by 

76 Cf. above, 379. 

77 Cf. above, Chapter HI, esp. 102 ff. 

78 See above, 100 (and note 54). 
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Tzimiskes in 975 , 79 in the course of that emperor’s great Damascus 
campaign. 80 

Gravitating further inland, like the Karaites, the Mishawites may have 
used the same southern route along the coast of Anatolia which was 
taken by the Karaite immigrants, passing such places as Attaleia, 
familiar from the earliest history of Karaite settlement in Byzantium. 81 
In consequence of the close ties between the Attaleian harbor and the 
opposite-lying Island of Cyprus 82 (which, we recall, also contained a 
Karaite community), 83 the Mishawites may have finally found it conven¬ 
ient to settle on that island. Excommunicated by Rabbanites and 
Karaites alike and never really numerous, they must have preferred to 
concentrate en force in one isolated locality rather than scatter in small 
groups all over the country. This was advisable for social and economic 
reasons no less than for the sake of religious freedom. Only a well- 
consolidated community could counteract the detrimental effects of a 
ban in the economic and social fields. 84 At the same time, consolidation 
and isolation ensured the possibility of observing such a glaring calendar 
peculiarity as the celebration of the Sabbath from Saturday morning till 
Sunday morning in spite of interference by the non-Mishawite Jewish 
residents of the place. 85 

At any rate, it was on Cyprus that the Spanish Jewish traveler found 
the Mishawites in the second half of the twelfth century. 86 

79 Cf. Honigmann, Die Ostgrenze des byzantinischen Reiches [=Vasiliev, Byzance 
et les Arabes, HI], 99, 102, 107; Vasiliev, in Cambridge Med. History, IV, 148. 

80 On that campaign see above, 99 f. (and notes). 

81 See above, 47, 108 ff., 119 f., 171. 

82 See the references above, 119, note 111. 

83 See above, 119 f., and the quotation below, 387, note 87. 

84 This consideration has already been stressed earlier, 54 ff. (and notes), when 
discussing the premises on which our understanding of Karaite history must be based. 
Our observations there apply (with, perhaps, greater vigor) to the history of the Mi¬ 
shawites as well or, for that matter, to the history of any other medieval Jewish sect. 

83 For that interference see the passage from Benjamin of Tudela, to be quoted 
presently. 

86 To be sure, Benjamin was by no means explicit about details of the sectaries’ 
doctrine (except for their conspicuous calendar deviation) or even about their name. 
As for the latter, Rappaport believed (in a comment to Asher’s edition, II, 56 f., No. 
119) that Benjamin punned here on the epithet Kafrosin (=Cypriots) by calling the 
heretics Epikdrosin, which was the usual Jewish term for “atheists.” 

Whatever the case, there can be no doubt that the Mishawites are meant. Both Ben¬ 
jamin, the twefth-century Rabbanite, and Tobias ben Moses, the Karaite, a century prior 
to Benjamin’s visit, are unanimous in decrying the most outstanding feature of the 
heresy: the celebration of the Sabbath from Saturday morning to the morning of the 
next day. This practice, based on the solar principle of calendar reckoning, not only 
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And there [relates Benjamin of Tudela], there are Rabbanites as well as Karaites. 
In addition, there are [to be found] there [some] Jews—Cypriot heretics—who are 
atheists. Now, Jewish society [as a whole] pronounces the ban on them everywhere, 
for these [heretics] desecrate the Sabbath eve and celebrate the eve of Sunday [on 
Saturday night]. 87 

The simultaneity of the appearance of both non-normative groups, 
the Karaites and the Mishawites, on the Byzantine scene, and the similar¬ 
ity of circumstances under which that appearance had occurred, were 
important elements in the molding of Karaite-Mishawite relations in 
the Empire. The joint direction which the two sects, originating from the 
same regions and the same cultural environment, had taken when 
moving westwards, and their settlement alongside each other under the 
watchful eye of the native Rabbanite commu ni ty—all these factors help 
explain the eagerness and the intensity of the Karaites’ onslaught against 
their Mishawite neighbors in the eleventh century. 


CONFUSION OF IDENTITY FEARED 

Now, intersectarian debates, refutations and counter-refutations were no 
novelty in medieval Jewish society. Yet, what we are confronted with in 
Tobias ben Moses’ anti-Mishawite assault is more than a debate. True, 
earlier literary material was invoked; new scholastic arguments were 
added. But the impression is irresistible, on reading the extant text, that 
the appeals to reason and scholarship were hardly prompted by scholarly 
considerations alone. 

The attack was too direct, too passionate, too irritable to be put in 
one class with the standard polemics, with the usual academic bickerings 
or the tedious recapitulations of bygone critiques. Indeed, there is 


contradicted normative Jewish tradition. It constituted to no lesser extent a flagrant 
breach of the calendary practice agreed upon by all Jewish sects of the time, and 
automatically set the Mishawites apart from any and all other known dissenters. 
Hence, the identification of the Cypriot heresy with Mishawism cannot be subject to 
doubt. 

This was already suggested by Poznafiski, REJ, XXXIV (1897), 176 ff. Earlier, S.L. 
Rappaport (op. cit.) has shown that Ibn Ezra must have had these heretics in mind 
in his Epistle on the Sabbath (see above, 378, note 59, and below, 397, note 117). 

87 The text given here is collated from the Asher edition (I, 25) and the Griinhut 
edition (p. 23) of the Itinerary (rejecting Asher’s reading of the opening clause; cf. 
above, 119, note 112): pomp’SK om ponop D’i’n Q’nn’ o® tiki D’tnpi D’jn n>TO> 
ppm V’5 p-iB®m ni® W tj’Wmj tim mpn cfm pna *>m®n. As for the middle clause, 
the Adler edition has a variant, '’D-np’BR mna, omitting ponsp, which also is 

quite plausible. Nevertheless, Rappaport’s stress on the pun ponsp > povnp’BN has 
much to commend itself. Moreover, it seems that the word mmpi was derived through 
corruption of the earlier word mtnpi. 
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no escape from the notion that Tobias’ clash with Mishawism was only 
partly directed against Mishawism itself and only mildly interested in 
Mishawism’s reaction. Rather, paradoxically perhaps, its primary tar¬ 
get were the Rabbimites. While fighting the Mishawites, Tobias addressed 
himself actually to his RabbanUe neighbors—with a bid for their trust, 
with a desperate plea for correct identification, with a reproachful 
rejection of their willful misrepresentations, and with an invitation to 
partnership in combatting the others. 

For a task of paramount importance to the young Karaite community 
in Byzantium was to make its precise identity known throughout the 
sect-ridden Empire and to establish its prestige accordingly. Not exactly 
newcomers in the time of Tobias ben Moses, the Karaites could boast 
only of a relatively short history (of two or three generations) on the 
ancient Byzantine Jewish scene. Taunted, as we remember, for their 
“foreignness” as late as the eleventh and the beginning of the twelfth 
century, 88 they ran the risk of being confused—deliberately or unwitting¬ 
ly, as the case may be—with the other Jewish sectaries who had settled 
simultaneously with them on Byzantine soil. It, therefore, seemed to 
the Karaite leadership in Byzantium a matter of absolute necessity to 
make the Karaite position known as clearly and as widely as possible. 
Clarity on basic issues would fend off in the new locale any accid¬ 
ental or calculated identification of Karaism with the other sectarian 
shade. 89 

This clarification was achieved, first of all, by stressing the positive 
program of the Karaite movement; here, again, the role of the rising 
Byzantine Karaite literature in the Hebrew language becomes apparent. 
But, in addition to that, the Karaites made a special effort to show how 
relentlessly they opposed the other sect’s deviations from laws and 
customs which constituted the common lore of the Jewish people. This 
sentiment was accentuated, as it universally happens, through a display 
of extreme impatience with the other sect’s unorthodox practices— 
indeed, impatience more fanatical than the normative majority itself 
ever cared to stage. It was followed, further, by vocal ostentations of 
Karaism’s own piety as against the alleged Mishawite laxity in matters 
ritual and religious. It was then, finally, sealed by deprecation of the 
ninth-century heresiarch himself, derision of his supposed ignorance and, 
last but not least, none-too-savory name-calling. 

88 See the discussion of Rabbanite accusations, cited earlier in this chapter, 363 f. 
(and notes 20-21). 

89 See below, 389 f., 391 ff., 394 f. 
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To be sure, the Karaite fears of confusion of identity were by no means 
unfounded. A Rabbanite tendency to lump together the Mishawites and 
the Karaites, and to accuse the latter of sharing certain objectionable 
practices with the Mishawites, was already manifest in the East as early 
as the beginning of the tenth century . 90 At that time, we remember, 
the practical deviation of Mishawism from orthodoxy in Babylonia was 
limited to the field of dietary laws—the Mishawites permitting the 
consumption of certain fats on the ground that only the fat of Temple 
sacrifices was prohibited . 91 No practical calendary nonconformism was 
as yet in the offing . 92 


THE SAADYAN PRECEDENT 

An illustration of such Rabbanite attempts to blur deliberately the 
respective identities of Mishawism and Karaism is offered by the Saadyan 
critique of Karaite dietary laws (concerning Karaism’s prohibition of 
the fat-tail, etc .). 93 Without mentioning the Mishawites by name, 
Saadyah Gaon has cleverly intertwined with his anti-Karaite arguments 
a “hearsay information,” according to which 

there were some in the [Jewish] nation who permitted [partaking of] fats in our time.... 

90 This has already been noted by Poznanski, “Meswi al-Okbari,” REJ, XXXIV 
(1897), 164. 

91 Cf. Kirkisani, Kilab ab Anwar, I, 57 ( =HUCA, VII [1930], 389), and esp. V, 1204 
ff. Cf. further the hitherto unpublished Ofar Nefrtnad of Tobias ben Moses in Byzantium, 
Bodl. MS No. 290, 84a: •>'•> amipn iamR nan 'sn .mm 'a bv maSnn n^aa nman naimnai 
nn a®ai n® aim io (aa 't 'p’i) 'am .il> 3 Rn r 5> m i>ai aim i>a Cn 'a p’i) mu '®aa iai> -iok ®"n’ 
7 ’ 3 i papn 7 a mmi> nra [i>ian=] pis 7 m D’airan 7 a 'ini .tarn ipan 7 a D’pi>nn 'nn ni>H .‘imsa «i> 
i>ai m i>ai ai>n i>a [ups' '-ain 'a ni>«a ia'i»s idh ®*n’ »a 'lain 'tan 'am ^a-ip lam® naa mmi> 
D’piosn 'a naan iok’ r!>i .avion bv '®R ai>m .anpn bv wr ai>ni .anpn nR nosan ai»m .a®3i aw 
'pioan 'a ni>Ra idr »"n’ v ’ ’a mam ™ maasm »wa man on 'am .mimm aaan irnifi nvion 
am D’aapi cam '®r turn a pan 7 a amoR aami .a’anpwn tarn apan 7 a'm awaan 7 a ayimn 'in 
a’im mat amapan. Tobias refutes the Mishawite view, showing that the Scripture could 
not have intended to make a distinction between the two categories. He winds up that 
point by saying (85a): jvu '®H3 .aminna anvna limai .iaaaR WR3 a’pi>nn 'a av® nvni> a’m 
man aim lao’imn aaai. The discussions by Kirkisani and Tobias underlie all the later 
presentations of the problem in Byzantine Karaite literature. Cf., for instance, Aaron 
ben Elijah, Gan 'Eden, Section Shehifah, Chps. XIX-XX, 94a ff.; Elijah Bashyachi, 
Addereth Eliyahu, Section Shehifah, Ch. XVIII, 117d ff. See above, 372 f. (and note 40). 

The brief notice by Kirkisani, in Kilab al-Anwar, I, 57, appears also in the Hebrew 
summary of HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 42a, Alphabet 98. 

92 Cf. above, 379 ff., 383. 

93 After having devoted some 30 pages (from 83b) to a refutation of several points 
in Saadyah’s critique of Karaite dietary legislation, Tobias passes (on 99b) to the 
Mishawite argument advanced by the gaon. But first he condemns Saadyah’s evil 
scheme in bringing in the Mishawite view while combatting the Karaites: ®pai fan® 
.mlmni nv^an noRa [ a n ] p a ’ P s a »n a i 71101 a ’ n nsn»i>i7i9Di> vainon n» 
nmnni na®n 1 P 1 .nnrsni nsrwrin ’'’in (Bodl. MS No. 290, end of 99a). 



390 


THE CHALLENGE 


Now [adds Saadyah], I do not know whether or not there is any difference between 
those who [regularly] oppose our teachings [=the Karaites] and these [other] 
dissenters. 94 

Tobias was quick to take up the challenge. His refutation of Saadyah 
is more thorough and comprehensive than anything else that had been 
written on the subject by the Karaite 5 —and, obviously, not without 
reason. Even though more than a century has elapsed since the gaon's 
death and even though the Byzantine Karaites were out of the reach 
of the Babylonian Rabbinic institutions (themselves, by then, already 
past their glory), Saadyah’s innuendo was still a powerful weapon against 
Karaism. The Saadyan Commentary on Leviticus, which included the 
above anti-Karaite critique on the subject of fats, was, apparently, widely 
circulated in Byzantium. 

First of all, then, Tobias considered it imperative to make the identity 
of “the other dissenters” clear beyond any doubt, so that they would 
not be confused with his own flock. 

Know ye, my brethren [Tobias opens his refutation], that this frivolous Pithomite 
[i.e., Saadyah of Fayyum] was referring to the pronouncements of Mishawayh al- 
‘Ukbari and of those who had followed the latter in permitting fats of non-offerable 
animals. 96 

Openly accusing Saadyah of dishonesty, half-truths, and “intention 
to seduce the fools and the ignorant,” 97 Tobias proceeded to deliver a 
powerful piece of defense of Karaism by way of an offensive: How dare 

94 Just a few lines of the following texts had so far been cited by Steinschneider (in 
his Catalogus Librorum Hebraeorum in Bibliotheca Bodleiana , 2168 f.) and by Poznanski 
(REJ,XXX IV [1897], 164, note 6, and Karaite Literary Opponents ofSaadiah , 64, note 1). 
In the present note, as well as in notes 96-98, fuller quotations are given for the first 
time. They are reproduced from the Bodleian MS No. 290, "b-101a. (There is a 
difference of two folios between the pagination cited by Steinschneider and Poznanski 
[101b] and my own page-numbering [99b], The reason for this disparity is unknown to 
me. I have followed the page-numbers pencilled on the inner margin of the MS.) 

Tobias opens his tirade with a quotation from Saadyah. Cf. Bodl. MS No. 290, 99b: 
'ns btp »'> >3 'dki .mna ca^nn Duma nnan pirn in d’bur ’3 ushbi .. .’Bin’Bn ias 13 inai 
nhn .[n’Bsa n^oxn bmi iimsn ,ibk] naan anp’ '®k nanan p a^>n Van i>a ’3 (ns n 'p’l) 
“non ia^n anp’ nm 'bk mi 13 n”p unpiaro pta "pin nm pi iibr .naa nnn anpa manan 
hVr »pnn ms uas 13 V’ dk on’j’ai laV D’s’Vrran pa pis v> 13 ’run’ r^i .mia iat>n aip: ii’R Kin 

iaiB’B tanb am fit Vr iaiB’ on dri .R’aan ms p ’a 'rip npnvnm .iBrvn nnR ib’I iai»’ dr 
npnsn 'br minnsn in in^u. 

95 Cf. Poznanski, Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah, 64. See more on it above, 
260, note 28, and 287 f., esp. note 105. 

96 Bodl. MS No. 290, 99b: ia^n ibki na3irt>« ’i»’a nai nat fbn mi’sn nr ’3 ’ns m 
n’i>n ’a^n nmna inns. 

97 Bodl. MS No. 290, 99b-100b: p na’a rVi nnnai pimi Dn’nuso [n’iso=] nan 
^a »a piesn [pil'no ’3 nRin sVi bnvn»B ntoaan nba a^>i Dnnai nin’B min Omni ibri m^p 
D’B’Vnn on 'br Dnnai iat ibrb aim yna am .ninnsa aio Rin mo 'Bs a)n i>3iR 
“ihr oms lap nn r*> is omn’Bi ontoaan iRan rto’B [unaiV ir ;o’Jam Vb=] nnnaiV 
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the Rabbanites hurl such utterly preposterous accusations of Karaite 
affinity with Mishawism, when the exact opposite was true ?! Why, while 
the Karaites display the most meticulous care in observing the biblical 
prohibition of all fats, it is precisely the Rabbanites who, similar to 
Mishawayh and “his sages and priests,” allow the partaking of certain 
categories of fats. Thus, it is rather 

he [=Saadyah] and the members of the Academic Circle that are eligible for com¬ 
parison with Mishawayh al-‘Ukbari, for they have erred and misled others much 
the same as he [i.e., Mishawayh] had erred and caused others to err. 98 


DANGEROUS INNUENDO 

The system of innuendo, imputing to Karaism Mishawite doctrines that 
were actually objectionable to it, must have become even more dangerous 
later, when Mishawism’s calendary heresy had revealed itself in practice 
and had created a considerable stir in the Jewish community. This 
development, we recall, had occurred still in the East, but outside of 

D’^roa^ nrb nns’© fan ’Vim .wVt ’ion dk •>'•> msa^ win uura *:an ok ns lV nm vbm 
,1’matai lwnptn l’nvsn nna onioni* mannio ,nnan ’DiB’n nun ’1>p ,imna onsa D’©:ai 
.aim i>aia i>a ’a 'itro [pnl'nen nar n©aa naasn wn nan pi am ’a ,n^>a«a cnua D’aVmn 
non la nns© nn pm aV wVit kV nai> urn wan m ’3 [’ilSn .iivma ria^ aw ’a nsa’ a^ oai 
panin (Bin©i>) nsnV abi sn©i> o’ara ii> ©’© ’n [i>3a :i>"s] ’i>3a pn’ ai> '©a inn .nps i>a naasn 
ai> 'naa Dnnan btaai a»©n [wimon] 'nii>a am ’a Dnianni> pn ’i>ia la .D’pnn ’nw’sn wan 
oa ai>a .©pnn nna linn iai” dk pns D’im ^abn mm© ’» pai [o’anpn-] ui> 0’D’i>m3n pa r« 
'©a .Dnwan p mpi© ’n nan im ai©: ab dk [’:]?’ ,a’3i.n nna p »a pins ba lb’i iai©» 
n©n a”n’ ain .. .[100a] .. .issn asn ai> nr issn nm dki -ms a*ain p npnsnn *a 'na» 
’nimsn nt i>ai’ ai> '©a nwn naasn n©n ’a .ia5» a«ni> [nnso] ©pai pn '©an nan naairn 
on ’3 naasn n©’» nan V»» a’aan 'nsa nnmn n’i>ani m’i>an ’a ^sni> .. jj’aim mnn una Biini> 
j’K© nn a©n naa naarn ’i©’nV di 3”n’ u’^b 3’©n^ ©pa© nn n ’aw’sn ©’an nr a©n dki .O’nnin 
aim D’noia anpa ’ima on© m©w man p nann ’a sm ai> Vain »a p© Van.. .win’©a n ii> 
n nmi> i*b nns -pai .[nnr lam ]©m ipai] mnn’i nsi Va (n n*’ 'an) 'a© nn© i>© mnna nsa© 
nno’ ai>m npnsnn i>B ltj’i iai©’ a^ dk naasn ’i©’n 'na© nn nn’Vs a”n’ ©pnn nna unB iaV dk 
ia’8 nr ai>ni .sm ai> '©a nn i>B 3’©’i omi>D a«nn ai>© nn on’i>B a”nm an’ ai>© nana nbiab vs 
ii> nm ’a .aom oan ©nna Via di (na r» ’i>©n) n'B nni>© 'na t»V»bi onsiai o’Voa n©sa aim 
nan i>p am n i©si nann i>p’i on'raV man’ owmen lmvoip ian» '©am nmn ’i>sa p d© 
[D’i©’nn i’ai>=] on’i’ai> u’i’3 pns ]’a [ua :ia ,ia ti^s ;?] 'ia tjk ’a nnsna nnan bis’Di 
.D’ai>nn nioaa nps i>a ©pna [?ii’a] ua »a ]»ni> ’il>i np©i ara unn nn .©pn inna una [i]aia’ dk 
wna nniB aisnV ]an© mi .oniaini nniasa 'na '©aa ’ninmn nr nar kV naasn non 'na’ ai> on 
naa iV tpi>rinn nn ima’i wn nnpi> pni> np©n i>» |Kn’© ’n 'B’ np©n i>B ii> D’D’i’nnn nn i>B na©m 
’nana inn a©n ins nani>n nannn l»D3i Dn’i>rn [100b] VDm ii> D’B’i>nnn p i>pni> nan i>a ]an 
D’Vn aim nVr .anpinn pani npan ai>n am moan aVnn ’3 'man i*©:ai ’i©’n nan i>aa .nninn. 

98 Bodl. MS No. 290,100a: [nniro] am ii> nmn omoan D’a^nn mm '©a ’naaan ’i©’n ’a 
napn nwn Dn ’a ii> D’nn nimi> [o^l'isn i>an nni’ D’anp Dm iunni isn '©a mnai l’nani 
i>a [mn]'aa .Dmoaa ’** pn '©a o’im.n p D’ai>nn i>i>a non’ '©a [an]pn [’i>]yai .onioan D’3i>nn 
D’nn’ ni>iiB.n pi ’©iai an aimi .D’aVm nwn '©a naasn ’i©’nl> D’i© i’,m T« .tbi a©ai m© aim 
nsnm an nsn© [i]'na lrnm ion on ’a naaon ^©’nit D’nm nimi> D’Dinin. The same is implied 
later in the manuscript, 112a: 'amni naasn n©nV T>i>in ’a unnai .B’©pn nt i>B ua©m 
D ’lann ]n ii>. 
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Babylonia. It became known to wider circles subsequent only to the 
generation of a Saadyah and a Kirkisani. It apparently reached its full 
bloom in the Byzantine Empire. 

A confusion of identity could have had by then grave repercussions 
indeed, owing to the fact that the Mishawite calendar peculiarity was in¬ 
terpreted by many as reflecting kinship with Christianity. The attribution 
of allegedly “christianizing” tendencies to the Karaites by not-too-well 
informed or biased Rabbanite vigilantes might, especially in a Christian 
state, cast a slur on the religio-national partnership of Karaism with the 
main body of the Jewish people. 

A situation of this sort must have seemed to the Byzantine Karaites 
utterly intolerable, both on ideological and on practical grounds. For, 
as disciples of the Jerusalem “Mourners of Zion,” they believed they were 
the exponents of the most unadulterated brand of Jewish nationalism. 
Convinced that it was they, and not the Rabbanites, who were serving 
as the true guardians of the Revealed Word," the Karaites must have 
genuinely resented any implication of extra-Jewish leanings and any sus¬ 
picion of having subverted the historical course of Jewry and Judaism. 
Moreover, the Rabbanites’ deliberate association of Karaism with Mi¬ 
shawite calendary heresy could not fail to endanger also the practical 
standing of the Karaites in the local Jewish community. Especially 
where smaller Karaite groups were involved, the threat of ostracism by 
the general Jewish society was as real as it was to the Mishawites on 
Cyprus. 100 

As veiled as were the Rabbanites’ allegations of a pro-Mishawite slant 
in the dietary injunctions of Karaism, even more veiled were their 
imputations of Karaite adherence to the solar calendar. The reason for 
it was obvious. Since the Rabbanites repeatedly criticized Karaite 
insistence on monthly eye-witnessing of the New Moon, 101 they surely 
could not at the same time openly accuse Karaism of following the 

99 Cf., for instance, the confrontation of the schools in Judaism, as presented by 
HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 10b, second introductory Alphabet: nb« i>ini> topi 
’V oom rmaimai O’pTOa b'db ’jbJ> [Q’Ripn-] •pi»D&n -pa [b’aam=] imaipj* 

®ipn i’»a mVvi> rant ’.b^ku mis nar :*]rmna wspi ijpttp aniur ’siv mn b’ai!> rna’ b» 
niron’ •phimn bv anpb utm ... i-pman p» run bin? rut mron nar :ntoma nnwnin maaJ> 
maai> :DnriD»m Brvron bbb tamnm limn nr ab'iv aia bin J>a [annus ’nipB.i=] sr*n 

nim nKBn bs nao^n—etc., etc., in the same vein. Cf. also above, 36 f., notes 27-28. 

too As already noted above, 55 f. (and note 75), such ostracism and persecution were 
by no means unusual in the history of the Karaite minority. Even powerful commun¬ 
ities, such as, e.g., that of Jerusalem, bore the annually recurring brunt of Rabban¬ 
ite excommunication. Cf. above, 41 f., and note 38. 

tot See the texts and discussions above, 269 ff. 
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Mishawites’ solar system. 102 Hence, as far as the literary material goes, 
nowhere in the anti-Karaite publications of Byzantine Rabbinism were 
the Karaites specifically brought to task for advocating, in the Mishawite 
fashion, a 364-day solar year or regular thirty-day solar months. The 
farthest Tobias ben Eliezer, the oft-quoted leader of the Empire's 
Rabbanites in the time of the First Crusade, would go was to blur the 
difference between the two heterodoxies, as did Saadyah, and let “the 
fools and the ignorant” draw their own conclusions. He simply refrained 
from specifying the identity of those whom he sharply condemned for 
“counting all months as thirty-day units.” 

It is not the maimer of people of understanding [says the Rabbanite leader of 
Castoria and Thessalonica] to count all months as thirty-day units. Now, those who 
do follow this procedure out of wickedness show no consideration for the honor of 
their Maker. It is of such men that the Prophet Jeremiah used to say, “Many shepherds 
have destroyed my vineyard” [Jer. 12:10], [And he said further,] “Their shepherds 
have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains, from 
mountain to hill” [Jer. 50:6]. [And again he said,] “They walked in their own counsels, 
even in the stubbornness of their evil heart” [Jer. 7:24]. 103 

Indeed, while discussing earlier in this volume Tobias ben Eliezer’s 
general campaign against Karaism, I drew attention to this particular 
passage. I suggested then that the Rabbanite protagonist may have acted 
deliberately. He intended to exploit the widespread anti-Mishawite 
sentiment, caused by the Mishawites’ desecration of the Sabbath, and 
to turn its edge against his much more dangerous Karaite opponents, 
hoping to take advantage of the possible confusion of identity. Thus, 
Tobias has intertwined his anonymous censure of the solar calendar 

102 An illustration of the fact that mutually contradicting accusations were tossed 
indiscriminately at the Karaites is offered in the already quoted responsum of Maimon- 
ides (see above, 256, note 19). Notwithstanding the relentless war which the Karaites 
were waging against the Rabbinic anthropomorphic Midrashim of the Shi‘ur #0mah 
type, they themselves would not escape the accusation of anthropomorphism. Thus, 
on the one hand, Rabbanite spokesmen, such as Tobias ben Eliezer of Castoria, who 
were favorably inclined to this sort of compositions, had a difficult time warding off 
the attacks of Karaite rationalists. On the other hand, rationalists in the Rabbanite 
camp unscrupulously pinned on the Karaites the authorship of these very Midrashim'. 

The task of the accusers was much easier in the case of Sabbath eve. Though no 
explicit evidence is available, one can easily imagine how the darkness in Karaite 
homes on Friday evenings might be misrepresented by unscrupulous controversialists. 
Compared with the gaily lit home of the Rabbanite, the Karaite’s peculiar way of 
celebrating the Sabbath eve in gloomy mourning could be interpreted as no celebration 
at all—indeed, as a desecration of the Sabbath. Cf. the texts above, 267 f., notes 44 
and 45. There was only one step from such misinterpretation to the lumping of Karaites 
and Mishawites together and accusing the former of the Sabbath heresy characteristic 
of Mishawism alone. 

103 See the Hebrew text from Tobias’ Lekafy 7 ob on Leviticus, above, 273, note 59. 
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with a denouncement of Karaism’s general calendary policies and has 
phrased this censure in the passionate, urgent words which, as a rule, 
he would reserve for anti-Karaite utterances (the latter likewise largely 
anonymous !). 104 

Be that as it may, the threat to Karaism was real. Even the aforequoted 
Saadyan misrepresentation of Karaite dietary laws, which, as we have 
seen, persisted in Byzantium well into the eleventh century, must have 
become now doubly menacing. For Mishawism at large was by now 
synonymous with that which all Jewry considered a profanation of the 
Sabbath. Consequently, the ascription to Karaism of any Mishawite doc¬ 
trine—not necessarily one that involved the calendar explicitly—was sure 
to evoke ominous calendary associations as well. It thereby helped direct 
against the local Karaites a great deal of that popular animosity which 
originally was generated against the local Mishawites on grounds of the 
latter’s calendar heresy. 

Byzantine Karaism was, therefore, called upon to react vigorously: 
to dissociate itself most emphatically from any Mishawite practices 
pinned on it by non-discriminating or unscrupulous Rabbanite contro¬ 
versialists; to seize the initiative especially in the anti-Mishawite calendar 
discussion that was going on in Byzantium; and, finally, to stress Karaite- 
Rabbanite community of purpose and outlook against the penetration 
of Mishawite heresy into the ranks of Byzantine Jewry. 

REFUTING SOLAR CALENDATION 

The initial task, again, was to make the true identity of the protagonists 
of the solar day count clear beyond a shadow of doubt; Karaism’s self- 
evident opposition to them would then be brought into the sharpest 
relief possible. Hence, Tobias ben Moses, the spokesman of eleventh- 
century Karaism in Constantinople, opens the calendar case in much 
the same emphatic vein as he did his exposition of dietary laws, i.e., by cla¬ 
rifying the Mishawite identity of those who follow solar calendation: 105 

Cf. above, 273 ff. 

105 The texts which follow belong to the fragment of Tobias* 0$ar Neftmad which 
was published by Poznanski in REJ, XXXIV (1897), 181-91. I have compared the 
printed version with Bodl. MS No. 290 and found only few misreadings or questionable 
restorations. For easier reference, therefore, I shall quote here Poznanski’s edition, 
adding, whenever necessary, a comment or a correction on the basis of the Bodleian 
Manuscript. 

Poznanski also provided his edition with a very good French summary of the argu¬ 
ments advanced by Tobias in refutation of Mishawism’s moming-to-morning count 
of calendar-days. Cf. op. cit., 170-76. 
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Know ye, our brethren, that at at no time has there arisen in Israel a man who 
would argue that the [different categories of] days—the Days of Creation as well as the 
Days [legally circumscribed for the Order] of Sacrifices—were all [to be counted] from 
morning to morning, and that no days were [to be counted] from evening to evening. 106 ' 

The only [person who took] exception [and did insist on a general moming-to- 
morning count of days] was that Second Jeroboam, that man of a stammering tongue, 
the accursed one [Mishawayh al-Ba‘albeki]. Now, I have compared him to Jeroboam 
not because he has matched the latter in greatness or in wisdom or in heroism, but 
because he has sinned and caused others to commit sin through evil intention, just 
as did Jeroboam when he led Israel astray. 107 

Once having established the heretics’ identity, Tobias would shift the 
onus of self-justification to the accusing party. As with the case of 
dietary legislation, then, he would not let slip from his fingers the op¬ 
portunity of getting even with the Rabbanites in the field of calendary 
controversy as well. Delivering a backhanded slap at his Rabbanite ac¬ 
cusers, he would point emphatically to the fact that among Mishawayh’s 
“transgressions [which] to this very day are amid Israel” there were 
to be found such characteristically Rabbanite practices as “[calendar] 
computation, [precalculated] intercalation, postponements [of festivals], 
and many other [transgressions] of the same sort.” 108 The implication 
was clear and followed the familiar line which Tobias pursued when he 
refuted Saadyah’s insinuations concerning the consumption of fats: 109 
while the Rabbanites try to blur unscrupulously the distinction between 
Mishawism and Karaism, they themselves were guilty of a marked 
community of religious observance with the Mishawite heretics. 

But Tobias knew better than to be satisfied with needling the normative 
majority for being on one side of the fence with the Mishawites in the 
regular manifestations of Rabbinic calendation. The issue, he thought, 
was far more serious and called for serious measures. An all-Jewish 
problem it was, for never before was there so grave a heresy in Israel 

106 Tbe lunar calendar measures the Days of Creation from evening to evening, 
i.e., it adds to the day the night preceding it. However, a Day of Sacrifices begins 
at sunrise and includes the night following it. 

107 Poznariski [=REJ, XXXIV (1897)], 184: ®’n fi>N]fr’a op o irnx urn 

toai’ n^it .an# 7# anjm nw d® pm jraaipn w nsnan w im -ip>a no npa» nn own »a -am® 
nun Vas nan nan nrana ton ®’s nn ’a nsana ins ’man stn .msn p®t 'an 
lt>si]fe’ ns nnn '®x pita asana s’onm. Characteristically, Mishawayh is compared here 
to Jeroboam, whose calendar reform and reorganization of the institution of sacri¬ 
fices became the prototype of Jewish dissent. 

103 Ibid .: nann nmnai nvnm na#m pa®rm [i]'aa pna mssna I’nsan nrn owi t#i. 

Incidentally, this passage bears evidence to the fact that even outside Babylonia the 
Mishawites continued to follow Rabbinic calendation, as far as festivals. New Year, 
intercalations, etc., were concerned. There is, however, no indication whether they 
celebrated the Rabbinic festivals from morning to morning, the way they cele¬ 
brated the Sabbath. See above, 384. 

109 Cf. above, 390 f. (and note 98). 
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as the count of days, including the Sabbaths, from morning to morning. 
He, therefore, took upon himself to speak now for all Jewry, to shatter 
to pieces the scholastic edifice erected by the Mishawite sages and 
to produce incontrovertible documentation for the all-Jewish position. 

Now, I shall refute the words of him of a stammering tongue, the accursed one [pro¬ 
mises Tobias], and all his priests shall bewail him and [howl] for their [own] glory, 
ever since they have defiled themselves with the uncircumcised. 

The last words allude, of course, to the allegedly Christian influence 
reflected in the Mishawite calendar. 110 

Henceforth, Tobias embarks on a step-by-step, limb-by-limb dissection 
of the Mishawite solar count of calendar-days. All through several packed 
pages he endeavors to refute the five-point documentation of his Misha¬ 
wite opponents, calling to aid all the linguistic and exegetical arguments 
at his disposal. Since much of the argumentation depended on precision 
of meaning (or, rather, of the many possible meanings of a scriptural term 
which may be invoked differently in different contexts), Tobias would 
supplement his Hebrew statements with Greek glosses. This, we remem¬ 
ber, was a standard procedure in Byzantine Hebrew literature in general, 
and was undoubtedly the procedure of Mishawite spokesmen as well. 111 

From time to time, Tobias would stage a tactical retreat “for the sake 
of argument” (‘ al derekh hashlamah), U2 only in order to blast his way 
through after a while with double triumph, exclaiming, “And so, the 
sayings of him of a stammering tongue are now null and void;” 113 or, 
“Thus have been destroyed the words of him of a stammering tongue. . , 
while our own statements stand fast;” 114 or,more directly, “Consequently, 
there is no support for you from these quarters, neither for you of a 
stammering tongue, nor for your filthy disciples!” 115 Then, turning 
to the reader, he would add piously, “In this manner have his [=Misha- 
wayh’s] pronouncements been voided on all points and aspects, with 
the help of God, Blessed be His Name.” 116 

110 PoznaAski, 184: 'pk miaa !>ai .i^« v!>» vnaa bai pp!> wbi ’"iai bv a’»n ’mi 
i!>iua o’^ns tin. The passage is indebted to Hos. 10:5, changing to and maa to 
onaa- Poznanski, accordingly, corrected miaa ^>ai to read onaa bv. The last clause 
(i!>sm D’ins m» -ph) does not appear, of course, in the Book of Hosea. 

111 See above, 193 ff., 365, and below, 416, 444. 

112 Cf. Poznanski, passim (e.g., 182, line 5, or 183, line 14). 

113 Poznanski, e.g., 182: (ir -’UP’) nva pa pp!> ivbi nan l^ea vm’a 'two nam dni; 
or, 183: pp*> artu ’iai i^uai; or, 188: [na]ynn ma Davnai itoai; or, 191: nitron !>aa wnpai 
mat. 

114 Poznanski, 187 f.: b’»”p rrnai nnp:n . ,.[]i]*fr airiu nan innpa. 

115 Poznanski, 183: pnn ana D’siatsa ■y , T>n^n o» pp^> asrba "p ps nmn ia om. 

116 Ibid. : [tap yam npn mrea=] P”m n"s>a nasi ns !>aa l’-iai lVoai. 
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Finally, winding up the scholarly justifications of the orthodox observ¬ 
ance of Sabbath eve on Friday night, Tobias would usher his sect into 
one happily unanimous company with the Rabbanites, gladly stressing 
the negligible import of Mishawism in the face of a nation united in 
its opposition to the Mishawite heresy. 

Moreover, there is no division on the matter among Israel, [and it is agreed upon by all] 
that by commanding, “Keep the Sabbath Day” [Deut. 5:12], the Scripture [could 
not have] wished that Saturday night be joined to the Sabbath, but it meant really 
the evening preceding the Sabbath. 117 

Indeed, somewhat inconsistently with his earlier insinuations of Mi- 
shawism’s “Christian” orientation, Tobias would now triumphantly 
argue that 

likewise, there is no division on the matter between Israel and the Gentile nations. 
[They all agree] that the night precedes the day. 118 

Then, with a sudden surge of authoritarianism, which imperceptibly 
crept into the attitude of Karaism when it faced a minority smaller than 
itself, Tobias would become oblivious of his own sect’s jealously guarded 
maxim of exegetic individualism. He would simply shrug off Mishawite 
claims of a similar right to individualistic radicalism by pointing to 
the crushing display of world unity in the matter. 

Well [we hear Tobias saying at the close of the calendar discussion], everybody agrees 
with us that the evening comes before the day. We surely are not going to pay attention 
to the sayings of one man. 119 

THE MISHAWITE MENACE 

Apparently, however, one had to pay attention to the sayings of that 
“one man.” For, by Tobias’ own admission, 

117 Poznanski, 191 : pen o naen Dpn« mas? nab 'an® n» ’3 [bRa]®’ pa epbn nra pa dai 
aiitn Cai> a'3 'p’i) *a« pi ,na®b oapian aa»b pan baa na®n dp d» na® ’axia [fan a b :b’x] 
rnibA ;ptn in .D3na® wa®n a -id ib(i). 

Characteristically, the same display of all-Jewish unity on the matter is hailed by 
Ibn Ezra in his Epistle on the Sabbath . Cf. the text as published by M. Friedlander, 
“Ibn Ezra in England,” Transactions of the Jewish Historical Society of England, 
11(1894-95), 63: rp®ana n®as nanaa ab ’3 D’&tp ,Dnn» tppnstn ba a: D’®iasn b 3 

♦inn®’ b a nsi/ia ®vvsn nt mm .. .na®n iaa®’ pa nainn »aai® iby>® aia»a pa dp baa m rwm 
avian da n«nn da .D’pwan da a’aiapn da .aasaai naraa. (For Ibn Ezra’s use of the term 
“Sadducees” for his Karaite contemporaries and their Babylonian and Palestinian 
mentors, see my “Elijah Bashyachi” [Hebrew], Tar biz, XXV [1955-56], 61 f., 194 ff.) 

118 Poznanski, 191: opb mpia Rin nb’bn ’a abiirrr maia pai [baa]®’ pa tpbn pR dai (the 
MS reads the last word: cab; Poznanski corrects: a[p]nb. It seems, however, that the 
yod and waw of opb blended in the cursive of some earlier copy into a he. The word 
was then copied by our scribe as onb. Cf. the similar clause npb oapa aa»n in the next 
note). rp;p Rb nab ®’r 'r»® nmpa pas pRi /in dp ana Rin na®n ’a ,nt sni [3 nr »ta a®aai 
opn anR nb’bn »a [»i»»a-l am nr [aal'R '®Ra »ia®n ’a’ jina na®n. 

119 Poznadski, 191: [nbj'ivn [bai :b"3] baa /in dp ana [na®n=] Rin ’a tpbn pR ’3 'RJ abn 
[an]'R ®’R ’nan ba ai»a abi .npb napa an»n ’a p ma lab nma. 
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the sayings [or: the books] of that scoundrel [=Mishawayh] are many..,, since 
the intention of the villain was to lead Jewry completely astray—may he be accursed in 
the presence of the God of Israel. The Lord will be willing to pardon neither him nor 
those who, in the stubbornness of their heart, did follow him; nor willHe blot out his 
sins from His sight, for he [=Mishawayh] has sinned and caused others to commit sin. 120 

The brief glimpses we are afforded, through Tobias’ generous quota¬ 
tions and lengthy discussions, into the lost Mishawite writings suffice, 
indeed, to explain why these writings could not easily be ignored by the 
Karaite leadership in Byzantium. Mishawism was not a simple folk’s 
creed, the way a Kirkisani, we remember, would prefer to present it. 121 
Its literature was composed by scholars whose proficiency in dialectics, 
in biblical exegesis, and in the science of Hebrew philology was evidently 
outstanding. Tobias’ facile discounting of the Mishawite adherents as 
“just any blind and lame’’ 122 was hardly compatible with the amount of 
time, energy and erudition which he himself had spent on warding off 
their influence. The excellent linguistic equipment of the Mishawite 
debaters made it sometimes heavy going for him and his Karaite aids. 

And suppose [Tobias advises his flock, staging a mock debate with the Mishawites] 
that he [=Mishawayh] says that all these [Karaite interpretations] which you have 
advanced are inconsistent with the literal meaning of the language. Let it be said, then, 
to him, “How do you know that ? Have you got any proof to substantiate this [charge], 
or perchance you have learned it from the linguists ?” And if he answers, “Aye, it is 
from the linguists that I know [it,” let it be said to him] that all the linguists lie 
to him. Indeed, let it be said to him again, “You yourself are lying, for all these 
[interpretations of ours] are based on the literal meaning and there is not one of 
them which was arrived at by way of allegory.” 123 

It seems, then, that an all-out, competent refutation of Mishawism 
was important not only for the sake of clarifying the position of Karaism 
in the eyes of the Rabbanite majority. It apparently was an urgent 
desideratum for internal consumption as well. The inroads of Mishawite 
rationalism into the ranks of Byzantine Karaite intellectuals could not 
have been entirely unsuccessful. After all, Karaite intelligentsia in the 

120 Poznanski, 191: pa is ovnnen ’nnam [7pnnl pun dti a '®a ’nop>5 5aa man 5 nan ni nan 
ban nb m5o naa’ a5 ,[5a-i]fe’ ’n5a5 inn .’nai5 [5ai]fe’ na n»inb 5»’5an nsn ’a pn ona 
lfonni man ’a ’nan bn viD5a lnaam .na5 nn’i®a v>ma o’a5inn. As usual, the passage 
abounds in fragments of biblical verses (such as Deut. 29:18, 29:19; Jer. 18:23) 
which belonged to the standard vocabulary of medieval Jewish polemics. 

121 Cf. above, J74, note 45. 

122 Poznanski, 181: .vnisa in nai vnn’ nai na tan’ a5 'ten i5n vnna nasi mu 5a ’a 
pn aura "man |a lva® 5aa. For the expression “any blind and lame,” cf. II Sam. 5:8. 

123 Poznanski, 185: paa i5 'am ,p®5n nnaa yin 5v dj’k main '®a aba n5a ’a 'aa’ Dai 
»a [ib naa’ ,nr] ’num p®5n »®aaa »a 'a» Dai ,ni nrr p®5n ’®aan ia nr b» man it> ®vi ,nr n»r> 
yin b» Dna [nn]'a pai .naa "pi b® nr 5a *a nana nna np® i5 'B’i .i 5 D’araa o5ia [pl'uzbn »®aa 
naiu. 
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Empire was by no means immune to the cross-currents of philosophical 
and theological scepticism and ritual heterogeneity which corroded the 
body of Judaism in the period under discussion. The contrary rather was 
true: Having once taken the giant step and crossed the bridge of seces¬ 
sion from the Mother Synagogue, the Karaites were left infinitely more 
exposed to successive corrosions by separatist tendencies than were 
their Rabbanite neighbors; the latter never questioned in the first place 
the authoritarian rule of the Talmud and of the normative institutions. 

True, the centrifugal forces in the anti-talmudic camp, so bitterly 
deplored a century earlier by al-Kumisi and KirkisanI for having dissolved 
the movement into scores of divergent, self-defeating splinter groups, 124 
had finally been brought under control. Initiated in the mid-tenth 
century, the tremendous work of unification and uniformization of 
Karaism was beginning to give fruits. Thanks to the unrelenting efforts 
of the Jerusalem Karaite authorities, a great measure of institutional 
consolidation and doctrinal uniformity was achieved. These signal 
attainments of the Jerusalem masters affected also in a most constructive 
way the Byzantine extension of the Karaite movement. Coinciding with 
the formative years of Karaism in Byzantium, they saved the Byzantine 
Karaite branch from the recurrent splits and deviations which used to 
plague eastern Karaism all through the ninth and early tenth centuries. 

Nevertheless, the danger of continued development of schism and 
dissension within the sect was not wholly alleviated. This was true not 
only of the intelligentsia. While the erstwhile separatist tendencies were 
sublimated into scholastic individualism, social and regional rifts still 
remained factors to be reckoned with, especially where the impact of 
external forces was strongest. Indeed, a young immigrant community, 
such as that of the Karaites in Byzantium, would constantly be exposed 
to influences and pressures exerted not only by the well-established 
native Rabbanite majority but also by other dissident minority groups, 
even smaller than the Karaite community itself. Removed from the main 
artery of Karaite and all-Jewish communal activity and as yet fully depend¬ 
ent on the scholarship and religious guidance radiating from the Jerusa¬ 
lem academy, Byzantine Karaism was not yet sufficiently confident of its 
bearings in the late tenth and during the eleventh century. Some segments 
thereof could, indeed, fall prey to the intellectual encroachments of a 
vocal and evidently intelligent (though not necessarily numerous) group 
of a different sectarian orientation, such as were the Mishawites. 


124 See above, 220 (and notes). 
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It is, then, the threat of Mishawite inroads into the Karaite way of 
life in Byzantium, in addition to the horror of being equated with the 
Mishawite heresy by Rabbanite polemicists, that lay at the root of the 
unusually bitter denouncement of that heresy by the eleventh-century 
leadership of Byzantine Karaism. 

THE PROBLEM OF THANKSOFFERINGS 

This thesis is well illustrated by the other point on which Tobias ben 
Moses of Constantinople ajid his contemporary Mishawite compatriots 
crossed swords: the problem of thanksofferings. Similar to the moming- 
to-morning reckoning of calendar-days, this other point also was never 
before included in the Babylonian program of Mishawism. 

Now, the issue we are about to discuss is mentioned here last for our 
own methodological reasons. Actually, it occupies in Tobias’ critique 
of Mishawism the very first place and serves as his introduction to the 
whole anti-Mishawite debate. This introductory section is the more 
revealing since it deals with a problem which, unlike the calendary 
divergence, could have no practical application whatsoever. Hence, the 
seriousness with which Tobias viewed this clearly theoretical problem 
points, undoubtedly, to some deeper, hitherto undetected dangers. 

The specific issue at hand was whether or not thanksofferings [korban 
todah ] were admitted during Passover. The difficulty lay in the fact that 
such offerings contained leavened bread, the use and even the sight of 
which are prohibited on that festival. The Karaites would answer the 
question in the negative, whereas the Mishawites [so Tobias claimed] 
pointed to two biblical precedents as sufficient ground for admitting the 
offerings. One precedent was the Pentateuchal story of thanksofferings 
which were brought allegedly during Passover week by some of the princes 
of the Twelve Israelite Tribes in the Desert. 125 The other was the account 
of the cleansing and reconsecration of the House of the Lord during the 
reign of King Hezekiah in Jerusalem. There again, thanksofferings 
were brought by the congregation on the seventeenth day of Nlsan, i.e., 
when (in regular cases) the Passover holiday was on. 126 

123 Num. 7:10 ff. 

126 II Chron. 29:17, 29:20, 29:31. Paradoxically, in the light of Talmon’s recent 
explanation of the incident ( VT, VIII [1958], 58 ff.), neither the Mishawites nor Tobias 
ben Moses the Karaite interpreted the biblical story correctly. On the other hand, it 
is worth noting, in continuation of our stress on Byzantine Karaite indebtedness to 
Rabbanite literature (see above, 244 f. and note 90, and below, 440 f., note 219), 
that, in the last of his three counter-arguments on the subject, Tobias echoed Rab¬ 
binic disapproval of Hezekiah’s action. Cf. Bab. Tal. Pesabim, 56a, Sanhedrin, 12a. 
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Now, the exegetical justifications which Tobias ben Moses invoked 
in order to explain away the aforecited biblical narratives, in refutation 
of the Mishawite assertions, are of no direct relevance to the present 
discussion. 127 The remarkable part of the excursus is precisely its non- 
exegetical argumentation, the general accusations accompanying it—yes, 
its unprecedented gravity, its utterly astonishing irritation, its unusually 
passionate urgency. Indeed, if one were to measure the pitch of Tobias’ 
anti-Mishawite animus in its variegated manifestations, one would have 
to accord the highest rating to his polemic on thanksofferings. This 
polemic showed a far greater intensity and violence than was manifest 
evenin Tobias’ refutation of the Mishawite desecration of the Sabbath eve. 

Now [Tobias starts punching], no one would argue against the rule I had just explained 
in the matter [i.e., denying the admissibility of thanksofferings during Passover], 
except an impious, wicked unbeliever such as was the one of a stammering tongue, 
Mishawayh al-Ba‘albekI, the accursed one—may his bones be beaten to pieces after 
his pomp has been brought down to the netherworld. 128 

Indeed, in the midst of the uncircumcised did he lie, 129 this detestable [embodiment 
of] abomination and filth, this Second Jeroboam, who made Israel commit sin. 130 
Maledicted be he in the presence of the God of Israel, and [accursed be] his compan¬ 
ions. ... For he has lifted from them the burden of the Law and permitted them food of 
Gentiles, sacrifices of the dead, blood of pigs, and wine [manufactured by non- 
Jews]. 131 He has permitted them [to indulge in] forbidden incestuous relations, [he 
has infringed upon the accepted norms of] purity and impurity, and [opened the way] 
in his limited intelligence—the villain!—[for the] desecration of God’s festivals and of 
His sanctified Sabbaths.... Similarly he has erred in the present case and maintained 
that thanksofferings used to be brought on Passover. 132 

But Tobias would not stop at that. The practical neglect of religious 
interdictions and obligations did not close the evil Mishawite circle yet. 
It was just a prelude to the last step, to the ultimate estrangement from 
the Jewish cause, to outright conversion. It is here that Tobias hurls the 

127 Cf. the text as published by Poznanski, 181-83, and the latter’s French summary 
and comments there, 165-69. An echo of the exegetical refutation has also been 
preserved in Sefer ha-'Osher, the Byzantine compilation which was produced a genera¬ 
tion or so after Tobias and which, like Tobias, was indebted to Yefeth ben ‘All. Cf. 
the hitherto unpublished section on Numbers, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 62a: wai 
Dns»:n lanpn p’la a"aai [min pnp] d’H’im 'n lanpn n!> no Bn. 

128 Isa. 14:11. 

129 Ez. 31:18. 

130 I Kings 16:26. 

131 For Karaite exhortations against food prepared by Gentiles, cf., e.g., Sahl ben 
Majliah, in Pinsker, Likkufel^admoniyyoth, App. Ill, 28, 32, 33 (see above, 253, note 5), 
etc. Cf. also the Karaite-Rabbanite marriage contract cited above, 297, note 15. 

132 Poznanski, 181: psai Beni nt bn ’a .ni>N®n ira ’mN’a® 5>i>an nt !>r p»u!> din !>ai’ n!>i 

aa® n’!ns na mm mini ^in® !>n tp n vninss ipnn®> h-ind >pa 5 bo $>n ’i®n p®bn ar“>5 'na 
vnm [m]'inn ins dh’(>b i>p.n .. .ins B’linn !>ai hn N»unn n®N nasin i>sa pirn fp® 

ini>m mnoi mndidi nmoN mns onl> mnm onn® |”i nn»m on bvib viar o’un niloNn Dni> 
noon ’n’a n®B» min pip ’a 'bni '”iBn nra jibb pi.. .lnsn Dima o’®npnn vmna®i nsm. 
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accusation that Mishawayh deserted the theological premises of Judaism, 
betrayed Jewish monotheism and espoused the Christian idea of Trinity. 
Paraphrasing the Prophets of yore, Tobias delivered himself of the most 
thundering indictment ever pinned on a nonconformist in the Byzantine 
Jewish society. 

Against the Lord he [=Mishawayh] hath spoken perversion , 131 
That impious unbeliever! 

Yea, gray hairs were here and there upon him, 

Yet he knew not ; 134 
False prophet that he was, 

Three deities he hath worshipped in his old age. 

For pass over to the isles of the Kittites, and see. 

And send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, 

And see if there hath been such a thing . 133 
Hath a prophet changed his gods, 

Which yet are no gods ? 136 

But he of a stammering tongue hath changed his glory 137 
For three corpses. 

Would not his companions and disciples be ashamed 
Just as ashamed was he? 

So perish all Thine enemies, 13 ® O Lord ! 139 


IMPUTATION OF APOSTASY 

This unbridled outburst by Tobias, hardly matched in vehemence by 
anything that had been uttered heretofore even in the course of the most 
violent intra-Jewish polemics in Byzantium, is surprising both on account 
of its content and in view of its incompatibility with the texture of 
the general theme with which it had been interwoven. 

In the first place, the long-winded list of general sins and transgressions 
which Tobias had pinned on his Mishawite neighbors is not devoid of 
difficulty. Truly, in no other source was so grave a neglect of dietary 
precautions, marital laws, ritual purity, etc., ever imputed to Mishawayh 
himself or to his followers. 140 Far more inexplicable—frankly, unbeliev- 

133 Deut. 13:6. 

134 Hos. 7:9. 

135 Jcr. 2:10. 

136 Jer. 2:11, substituting “prophet” for “nation.” 

137 Ibid., substituting “he of a stammering tongue” for “My people.” 

138 Jud. 5:31. 

139 Poznanski, 182: ipv H’a: rp t«V mm la np ir na’» ni 'a poan mn mo lai V# 
nnvi |[n mm in]n niianm inVio npi ism D«/ia ”s nan ’a .vupr mmVs 'a nas imna 
vman !>a wa' sbn .ovw '» maa mnn pwb dvt!>k s!> nnm dvi^r maa mam /mra 

1’3’is !>a mas’ ia sin wia 'mta im’nVm. 

140 Poznanski, too, stressed the absence of corroborating evidence for Tobias’ 
accusations. He could not but express “hope that new investigations will eventually 
shed more light on the Jewish sects in the time of the Geonim.” Cf. the closing paragraph 
of his essay, 180. 
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able—is Tobias’ specific accusation, hurled at Mishawayh personally, 
namely, that this ninth-century heresiarch of Babylonia had entered the 
Christian faith in his old age. 141 Even if we admit that Tobias “could not 
have invented it all,” 142 the failure of a KirkisanI to hint at such a deve¬ 
lopment forcefully argues against an unqualified acceptance of the 
story. 143 

141 The story of Mishawayh’s alleged conversion to Christianity was first revealed 
a century-and-a-quarter ago by L. Zunz. Cf. the new Hebrew edition (by Albeck) 
of his Gottesdienstliche Vortrdge, Had-Derashoth be-Yisrael, 500, note 175. It was 
accepted by Delitzsch (in his edition of Aaron ben Elijah’s ‘ EfJfayyim , 316, note**, 
and 322 [top]), by Steinschneider (in the Bodleian Catalogus, 2169), and by Pinsker 
(Likkufe, App. X, 88 f., note 3). 

Graetz objected to Zunz’s inference on the ground that, as an apostate, Mishawayh 
would no longer be capable of mustering a following among his people. This objection 
was refuted by Harkavy in his note to Graetz’s excursus on the Mishawites (or rather, 
as Graetz calls them, the “Ba‘albekites”). Cf. the Hebrew edition of Graetz’s Ge- 
sckichte der Juden by S. P. Rabinowitz, Dibre Yeme Yisrael, HI, 458 (Note XVIH), 
Harkavy’s addendum No. 150. Harkavy argued that the examples of conversion of, 
say, a Sabbatai Zevi or a Jacob Frank, taken from the fairly recent history of Jewish 
messianism, make Graetz’s reasoning unconvincing. Even after accepting Islam or 
Christianity, respectively, the converted pretenders were not deserted by their close 
followers for several generations. At the same time, Harkavy refrained from taking a 
stand in the matter as long as the full text of the manuscript remained unknown. 
Poznanski, who published the text, espoused Harkavy’s cautious attitude, as well 
as the latter’s refutation of the argument of Graetz. Cf. his essay, 180. 

A new and interesting interpretation has recently been suggested by Baron, Social 
and Religions History of the Jews, V, 196. Stressing the syncretism of the time in the 
Islamic regions, Baron believes that “Mishawayh seems to have drawn the extreme 

consequence of his syncretistic teachings_He not only professed Christianity..., 

but also ‘served three deities in his old age,’ that is, he simultaneously professed 
belief in the God of Israel, Jesus, and Muhammad.” 

It seems to me that Baron’s solution would be perfectly acceptable if the crucial 
sentence—impt ns^ 'J issr—were standing alone. But it does not. In the 

sentence thereafter Tobias states the same accusation in different words. There he 
condemns Mishawyah for having “changed his glory for three corpses.” There can 
be no doubt that the God of Israel was not counted by Tobias among the ‘three 
corpses’ but was the very ‘glory 9 which Mishawayh had allegedly forsaken. One might 
decide perhaps that Tobias was implying two separate stages in Mishawism’s religi¬ 
ous development: the first (‘three deities’) was a sort of Muslim-Christian-Jewish 
syncretism, whereas the later stage (‘three corpses’) entailed outright conversion to 
Christianity. However the text as a whole hardly warrants so elaborate an inference. 
Considering the fact that the accusation arose in a Christian environment (see below, 
note 143), it seems more plausible, then, to conclude that all through the passage 
the Trinity alone was meant. 

142 Poznafiski, 180. 

143 However questionable the value of an argumentum e silentio in historical 
research, the silence of KirkisanI, the Babylonian Karaite historian who lived merely 
a few decades or so after Mishawayh, is a powerful piece of evidence. It shows that 
nothing was known of Mishawayh’s alleged apostasy in the East, where Mishawayh 
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No less astonishing is the very inclusion by Tobias of these allegations 
in the context of a discussion on the rather innocent theme of thanks- 
offerings. One will perhaps gr.ant that the general accusation of Christian 
leanings was bolstered by Mishawism’s calendar peculiarity. 144 The 
Mishawite observance of the Jewish Sabbath till Sunday morning 
(ignoring the characteristically Jewish custom of celebrating Friday 
night) could not fail to evoke a popular association with the Christian 
Sabbath. The regular weekly recurrence of that observance helped, 
undoubtedly, in creating the notion of a general Mishawite affinity to 
Christianity. But would not, in that case, the excursus in which Tobias 
endeavored to refute Mishawism’s morning-to-moming count of calendar- 
days prove a more appropriate platform for voicing accusations of 
Christian kinship than the rather extraneous story of thanksofferings ? 

Indeed, the whole tone permeating Tobias’ discussion of the issue of 
thanksofferings strikes the reader as utterly incongruous with the subject- 
matter. To present the problem of “Whether or not thanksofferings 
could be brought on a Passover” in so passionate a way, as if it really 
were a world-shaking affair, while, to all intents and purposes, it was of 
no practical consequence anywhere in the time under discussion, surely 
demands an explanation. The editor of the text already felt that, unless 
there was some practical angle to the question, Tobias’ vehement and 
disproportionate inflation of this plainly non-essential exegetical riddle 
would have to remain incomprehensible. It was his conviction, then, 
that the true issue underlying the Mishawite-Karaite discussion of the 


lived and was active in the latter part of the ninth century and where his followers 
were still known a generation later, in l^irkisaiu’s time. It should be remembered that, 
in addition to his literary sources, Kirkisani had in this case the benefit of an eye¬ 
witness testimony by a compatriot of Mishawayh, an ‘Ukbarite elder (see above, 383). 
Whatever the distance between theory and practice in Babylonian Mishawism, 
it is not even remotely conceivable that the Jewish community of ‘Ukbara could 
have passed over in silence, let alone remained ignorant of, so extreme a deflection by 
a conspicuous personality in its midst. 

On the other hand, the responsibility for the glaring omission of the conversion 
story from ICirlasanx’s “Survey of Jewish Sects” can hardly be laid at the door of 
JCirkisanl himself. The general manner in which ICirkisani reported on Mishawayh 
obviates any suspicion that he had withheld from the reader damaging information 
he had at his disposal, in order to spare the heresiarch. In fact, the contrary might 
be expected. The impression is gained that Rirkisanl, who went out of his usually 
calm and detached way to introduce Mishawayh as “another of those dissenting 
fools,” would gladly have welcomed an incriminating story such as was the eleventh- 
century report of Tobias on Mishawayh’s conversion to Christianity. Cf. above, 374, 
note 45. 

144 Poznatiski, 180, note 5; Mahler, Hak-JCaralm, 200, note 19. 
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biblical narratives on thanksofferings was indeed of a practical, legalistic 
nature. 145 


THE GREAT DIVIDE 

I have little doubt that Tobias ben Moses’ f ulminatin g yet general 
anti-Mishawite utterances in connection with the issue of tha nks offerings 
have nothing to do with this or that specific legal principle. 146 They 
are so completely different in nature and content from all the hitherto 
discussed excursuses of Tobias which dealt with Mishawite deviations 
that they demand a different approach altogether. 

145 Cf. Poznanski, 169. The issue revolved, in the opinion of Poznanski, around the 
question of the validity in biblical legislation of thelegal principle ‘aseh ddheh lo' ta'aseh. 
The principle itself, proclaiming that “the do’s supersede the do-not’s,” was argued 
back and forth in the Talmud. Its rejection by the Karaites was particularly relevant, 
insofar as practical considerations axe concerned, in the laws of incest and levirate 
marriage. 

In the specific case of thanksofferings the point was rather theoretical : the Karaites 
insisted that a positive commandment (‘ aseh ), such as the obligation of offering a 
thanksgiving sacrifice, had no force to modify injunctions based on prohibitory laws 
(Id’ta'aseh), e.g., the interdiction of leaven on Passover. Against this rigid position 
of the Karaites, the Mishawites pointed to the biblical precedents in Numbers and 
Second Chronicles. These precedents, they claimed, served as authoritative proof 
of the weight of positive laws against earlier prohibitions. Nevertheless, no great 
imagination is required in order to perceive the possible practical implications of 
such a slant in the Mishawite-Karaite controversy. Its far-reaching repercussions 
could have been felt in all fields of the daily life of both the Jewish individual and 
his community. 

Poznanski’s presentation of the problem was accepted and repeated as a matter 
of fact by Mahler, Hak-gara’im, 199 f. 

146 Poznanski’s learned speculation regarding the two allegedly opposing schools 
of legal thought is difficult to maintain. It is true that the Karaites reduced the appli¬ 
cation of “the do’s supersede the do-not’s’’ to a bare minim um. But there is no certainty 
at all that the Mishawites entertained a different view. On the contrary: One has 
ample reason to believe that, theoretically at least, they were even more perplexed by 
the collision of positive and negative commandments than were the Karaites. 

A clear-cut illustration to this effect—incidentally, having to do also with sacrifices— 
is afforded by ICirkisani (Kitab al-Anwar, I, 58; HUCA, VII [1930], 390) and by 
Hadassl (Eshkol hak-Kofer, 42a, Alphabet 98). Mishawayh is reported to have “asserted 
that no sacrifices whatsoever should be offered on the Sabbath [proper] and that the 
passage of the Scripture [Num. 28:10], ‘The burnt-offering of each Sabbath on its 
Sabbath,’ meant actually ' for its Sabbath.’ Thus, [the sacrifice] was offered before 
the Sabbath for the sake of the [coming] Sabbath.” 

Through his refusal to apply in this case the principle of “the do’s supersede the 
do-not’s,” Mishawayh not only joined all earlier sectaries (including ‘Anan) in 
stressing the incongruity of sacrifices with the Sabbath. He went even farther—farther 
than the Judaean Desert Sectaries of ancient days, farther than the Samaritans and 
the ‘Ananites of his own time. For these other schools, while forbidding sacrifices 
on the Day of Rest, expressly exempted from this prohibition the regular burnt- 
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The other excursuses—that on the Mishawites’ calendar peculiarity, 
for instance, or that on their dietary laxity—were concerned, on the 
whole, with particular symptoms only. However irritable and however 
forcefully denouncing Mishawism, they were merely describing areas 
of Mishawite heresy and listing points of friction between adherents of 
that heresy and their Karaite neighbors. They hardly ever reached out 
for the raison d'etre of Karaite-Mishawite antagonism; for they hardly 
ever delved into the source of Mishawite rebellion and dug down to the 
roots of Mishawism itself. Not so the present vehement condemnation 
of the Mishawite position in conjunction with the issue of thanksofferings 
on Passover. 

Located, as already noted, at the head of all other anti-Mishawite 
excursuses in Tobias’ 0$ar Nehmad and actually introducing Tobias’ 
presentation of Mishawism and of the Karaite-Mishawite controversy 
at large, 147 the paragraph on thanksofferings aimed at what seemed to 
the Karaite spokesman the core of the difference between the two sects. 
Once the rock-bottom point of Mishawite dissent was reached, the 
whole complex of Mishawite-Karaite relations would automatically 
be laid open. By exposing what the Karaites thought was the mechanism 
itself which propelled Mishawism on its independent journey through his¬ 
tory, Tobias would touch the most sensitive spot in the nerve-system of 
attitudes and reactions that had set Karaism and Mishawism against 
each other. And, vice versa, by baring what seemed to Tobias the true 
dividing line between the respective philosophies of the two groups 
and their irreconcilable concepts of Judaism, he would force his way 
through into the innermost chambers of the Mishawite phenomenon. 

This true dividing line in the warfare between the two heterodoxies was 
[so we learn from Tobias] their attitude to the Bible. 


offering ( tamid ). Mishawayh alone, so it seems, went to the farthest known extreme: he 
pointed to the interdiction of work on the Sabbath as plainly contradicting the obliga¬ 
tion of offering the tamid as well. (For the true intention of Mishawayh in this 
matter, cf. below, 412, note 154.) 

In the light of this extremist position, Poznanski’s reconstruction is hardly tenable. 
There is no reason to assume that Mishawayh saw fit to alter his views in the instance 
of thanksofferings on Passover. 

Also the general style and direction of Tobias’ anti-Mishawite excursus on thanks¬ 
offerings militate against the solution suggested by Poznafiski. Cf. my additional 
arguments in Mishawiyyah: The Vicissitudes of a Medieval Jewish Sect under Islam 
and Christianity. 

147 Cf. above, 400. 
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As Tobias saw it, pitched against each other along the Great Divide 
were two divergent evaluations of the Bible and of its role in the life of 
the Jewish society. On the one side of the demarcation line there lay en¬ 
trenched Karaism’s unconditional recognition of the Bible as the Divine 
Manifestation of Lawmaking Authority in Judaism. 148 The unshaken 
Karaite confidence in the Bible and in the Bible’s infallibility could, 
of course, not admit of inner conflicts and contradictions within the 
scriptural text itself. Basing the belief in the Scriptures’ self-evident 
truthfulness and justice on God’s self-evident Wisdom and Morality, 
Karaism could not tolerate the thought that punishment might possibly 
be meted out to men as result of conflicting injunctions by the biblical 
Lawmaker. Hence, it flatly denied the existence of such con fli cts. 

Across the line, Mishawite scepticism had dug in, juggling with 
factual and textual contradictions in the extant version of the Scriptures, 
fortified by historical precedents in which the biblical narrative itself 
would sometimes counter the Revealed Legislation. 

Here, Tobias was convinced, was an issue not of Divine Law but of 
Divine Ethics, a test not of a Legal Principle but of Belief. Here was 
a head-on, unavoidable collision of pietists with a free-thinking [or so it 
Seemed to the Karaite pietists] intelligentsia: 

the pietists—desperately in quest of a harmonizing formula that 
would explain why one biblical passage contradicted another; 

the sceptics—exploiting the self-same passages not merely in order to 
criticize the specific contradictions themselves but also in order to justify 
with their aid a general neglect of religious duties; 

the pietists—bent on saving the moral values and stability intertwined 
with adherence to what was believed to be a Revealed (hence infallibly 
ethical) Code of Behavior; 

the sceptics—despairing of Divine Morality, doomed to sink [thus 
predicted the pietists] in utter nihilism and eventual betrayal of the 
Jewish cause; 


148 This statement, the reader will remember from earlier chapters, does not mean 
that “biblicism” was the primary cause of the rise of Karaism. Nor does it entail 
the conception that the Karaites did not develop an “Oral Law” of their own. It 
merely intends to stress that, from the Karaite legal standpoint, the non-normative 
practices preserved and developed by Karaism had to be read into the Bible in order 
to become law. It also stresses the fact that by the mid-eleventh century, when the 
great Byzantine Karaite offensive against Mishawism was under way, “biblical” 
orientation was viewed already, by friend and foe alike, as the yardstick of Karaite 
allegiance and was extolled by Karaite spokesmen as the recognition mark of the 
True Creed. 
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the pietists—considering the Hebrew Scriptures the exclusive fountain¬ 
head of Wisdom, Justice and Law; 

the sceptics—indulging freely not only in Bible criticism and in the 
perusal of apocryphal literature (such as the Book of Jubilees), but 
also, despite time-honored taboos by all sides, in the reading of the 
Gospels (though probably not sparing them in their criticism any more 
than the Old Testament). 

Woe to them [we hear Tobias threatening with hell-fire], woe to them! Whither shall 
they flee on the Day of Judgment? To whom will they resort for help7 Will he of a 
stammering tongue [=Mishawayh] stand up to save them, along with Matthew, 
John, Paul and Luke? 149 

KARAITE VIEW OF MISHAWITE HERESY 

It may, of course, be taken for granted that the above-cited radical 
manifestations of Mishawite rationalism and scepticism, denounced by 
Tobias, reflected social tensions, transformations and interests. One 
might, indeed, speculate on the nature of the social motivations and on the 
relative social position of either of the opposing sides (or, rather, of their 
official spokesmen) within the contemporaneous Jewish community. The 
respective attitudes and reactions could then be weighed accordingly 
and viewed against the background of the sophisticated, semi-capitalistic 
society of the time and of Jewry’s integration in that society. Yet, on the 
basis of our sources we can infer nothing specific to this effect. Nor, for 
that matter, could we expect our chief informant, the eleventh-century 
spokesman of Byzantine Karaism, to dwell on the social aspects and 
motives of what appeared to him a clear-cut matter of Faith and Observ¬ 
ance. 

Similarly, one cannot say without hesitation that such conceptual 
division reflected also the Mishawite view of the situation. After all, as 
was already stressed at the outset of the present discussion, we learn of 
the Mishawite doctrines and policies solely from what their Karaite 
opponents had chosen to tell us about them. Bible criticism as such 
was not new, of course. The Mishawites merely joined hands with a 
respectable line of Bible critics, of whom the ninth-century Hayawayh 
(Hiwi) al-Balkhi is best known; the latter, a contemporary of Mishawayh, 
was combatted both by biblically oriented sectarians (e.g., by at-Tiflisi) 
and by the Rabbanites (Saadyah Gaon). 150 

149 See the Hebrew text of the passage, below, 413, note 156. 

150 On Hayawayh see I. Davidson, Saadia's Polemic against Hiwi al-Balkhi; M. 
Stein, “Hiwi al-Balkhi—the Jewish Marcion” (Hebrew), Sefer Kiausner, 210-25; 
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But our reconstruction seems to be reflecting faithfully the one and only 
meaning of the Mishawite danger and of the need for an anti-Mishawite 
campaign as it appeared to the eyes of Tobias and his Byzantine Karaite 
colleagues when they were discussing the subject of thanksofferings. 


J. Rosenthal, ffiwi al-Balkhi: A Comparative Study; and the literature cited in the 
notes to the last-mentioned work. 

No attempt has been made as yet to study Mishawayh’s doctrine (or, rather, what 
we know of it from the mouth of its opponents) in the context of the ninth-century 
Bible criticism, of which Hayawayh is (thanks to his critics) the best known, but by no 
means sole, exponent. The only mention of Mishawayh and Hayawayh together is, 
as far as I can recall, Rosenthal’s addendum to p. 13 (note 59) of his book. Rosenthal 
draws attention there (p. 56) to the fact that both heretics dealt with the question of 
sacrifices during the Sabbath (cf. above, 405 f., note 146, and below, 412, note 154). But 
Rosenthal’s comment does not transgress the boundaries of a purely bibliographical 
item. No kinship, or even parallel, between the two contemporaries (except for their 
accidental inquiry into the same problem) is implied. 

In addition to that, interesting parallels—though hardly a kinship of cause—can 
be detected between Mishawite Bible criticism and Rabbanite lists of Bible difficul¬ 
ties. Such lists—first brought to light by Schechter (“The Oldest Collection of Bible 
Difficulties by a Jew,” JQR [O. S.], XIII [1900-1901], 345 ff.) and reedited a decade ago 
by J. Rosenthal (“Ancient Questions Regarding the Bible” [Hebrew], HUCA, XXI 
[1948], Hebrew Section, 29 ff.)—were apparently quite popular in the eleventh century. 
Their purpose was, of course, not anti-biblical but anti-Karaite and anti-massoretic. 
They intended to show the insufficiency of massoretic and purely biblical studies; 
only talmudic scholarship could explain away the textual and factual difficulties and 
contradictions in the scriptural material and make this material the reliable basis for 
practical legislation which it was meant to be. No wonder Karaite exegetical compila¬ 
tions of the period—e.g., the Byzantine Hebrew Sefer ha-Osher —are teeming with 
references to such difficulties and with answers thereto (some of the loci in Sefer 
ha-Osher were cited by Rosenthal from the printed section of the book; scores of 
additional references are scattered through the hitherto unpublished part of the 
Commentary, Leiden MS Warner No. 8). 

Thus, Rosenthal (HUCA, XXI [1948], Hebrew Section, 73) has correctly drawn 
attention to the Rabbanite question in the Schechter list regarding heleb (fats) and 
to the similar position of the Mishawites in the matter. In another fragment—published 
by L. Ginzberg, Ginze Schechter, II, 491 ff., esp. 495 f., and reedited by Rosenthal, 
HUCA, XXI, 53 f., and now proven definitely to be part of the same collection (see A. 
Scheiber’s “Unknown Leaves from She’eloth ‘Attikoth,” HUCA, XXVII [1956], 
291 f.)—biblical allusions are claimed by the Rabbanite polemicists for such typically 
“Mishawite” elements as the celebration of Passover on a Thursday (see above, 377) 
or a calendar of thirty-day mensal units (cf. above, 377, 393). 

To be sure, Bible criticism was not unknown to the community of ‘Ukbara in 
earlier generations. Half a century prior to Mishawayh we find there Isma’il al-‘UkbarI, 
whose sayings, according to Kirkisanl, “resembled the ravings of a madman” and were 
“harmful, shameful, and absurd to the utmost degree.” Isma’il “asserted that some 
things in the Scripture were not as they are now.” He “denied the kethib and the ken," 
as did also “some of the Karaites of Khorasan.” Cf. Kitab al-Anwar, I, 13, 56, 62 
(HUCA, VII [1930], 329, 388, 395). For a broader investigation of the relationship 
between Mishawayh and earlier and contemporary Bible critics, cf. my Mishawiyyah: 
The Vicissitudes of a Medieval Jewish Sect under Islam and Christianity. 
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The basic theme, as presented here, reverberates clearly from the very 
first bars of the excursus. It permeates Tobias’ general analysis of the 
question as well as the polemical, anti-Mishawite section thereof. Indeed, 
what otherwise should have seemed an extraneous verbiage proves now 
to be really the leit-motif of the whole anti-Mishawite tirade. 

Now, this is how Tobias opens his discussion of the thanksoffering 
issue and, at the same time, his refutation of Mishawism at large: 

Question: Would it or would it not be correct for a man to bring a thanksoffering 
during the Passover days? 

Answer: We should say, it would not be considered correct for a man to bring 
a thanksoffering [on Passover]. 

For, [on the one hand,] a thanksoffering is not possible at all unless it is done with 
leavened bread; as it is written [Lev. 7:13], “With cakes of leavened bread he shall 
present his offering.” 

[On the other hand,] God, Blessed be He, warned us against partaking of leaven 
during the seven days of Passover; even as it is written [Ex. 12:15], “For whosoever 
eateth leavened bread [from the first day until the seventh day, that soul] shall be cut 
off [from Israel].” And it is written further [Ex. 12:19], “[Seven days] shall there be 
no leaven found in your houses.” And [the Scripture] says further [Ex. 12:15], “Ye 
shall put away leaven [out of your houses].” And again [Ex. 13:7], “And there shall 
no leavened bread be seen with thee.” 

Now, it is inconceivable that God should command regarding a certain thing, 
‘Do ye this and that, and if you fail to do it, I shall punish you,’ and then retract and 
say, ‘Do not do it.’ Why, such is not an action befitting the wise! And it is a truism 
that God, Blessed be He, knows His own nature and is Wise. Hence, He would not 
say one thing and then retract and break it. 

See for yourself! If we concede that [God] has commanded us [Ex. 12:15], “Seven 
days shall ye eat unleavened bread,” and He commanded further [Ex. 12:19], “[Seven 
days] there shall be no leaven found in your houses,” and thereafter He shall have 
commanded us to bring a thanksoffering wi thin the [self-same] seven days [in which 
we partook] of unleavened bread, [notwithstanding the fact that] a thanksoffering 
was not possible at all unless done with leavened bread—then He would have broken 
His earlier word, would He not? Why, this is a corrupt thing to do, and God, Blessed 
be He, would not commit corruption! 151 


A TEST OF BELIEF 

Thus, the discussion concerning this far-away rite of ancient Israel was, 
indeed, not so innocently academic, though, true, thanksofferings were 
no longer presented in the Diaspora. At the same time, it was hardly a 

151 Cf. Poznanski, 181:»a tom tnailtfnn .«!> dn noon too m ®*r anpn!> i®a»n h!>kb> 
on!> n!>n !>r 'i® pan on!>n k!>r mnn »!> nnrei »a p»!> min imp a>np>® ®»r!> h]»a* r!> 

baiR !>a »a 'iv pan noun y ra r!>® [rw fna ®npn] man u-pntni .[iaahp [a»n]p’ fan 
nK-p k^i 'bri .-hr® ima®n tori .aamaa rsb’ k!> hr® tori .[^Rnc’n kw wean nmpJi fan 
5 r tor’i ai®’ Wiri ua^ ®»mr »aR wan r!> dri pi p i®s n naia ms>® vm '®dr »ri .hr® 
ai®»i nai» ifln Rim i®m!> stp Rin »a nntm mas ®'m vn .o’aan n®» iw n» R^n i®sn 
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question of a suitable legalistic formula. A matter of confidence it was r 
we hear Tobias argue heatedly, confidence in God and His Morality. 

This was a timeless problem, one that embraced the present, the past, 
and the future as well. For, 

likewise, if we pin on God this [accusation of corruption in the case of thanksoffering], 
then we may as well ascribe to Him corruption in every single word which He had 
uttered and promised regarding the Future Consolation [of Israel] and [suspect] 
that He might retract and break it and never make it come true. And in this way we 
shall be ultimately led to lose trust in His Torah and His Prophets, for how can we 
be sure they are true once we have pinned on Him a thing like this? 

Such a nihilistic concept would, then, undermine perforce the morale of the 
people, turn Jewry’s perennial hopes for a Future Redemption into- 
empty words—indeed, it would be tantamount to national suicide! 

Hence [Tobias winds up the introductory paragraph in which he had posed the thanks* 
offerings problem], if this reasoning is coiTect, [the possibility of] presenting thanks- 
offerings during the Passover days must be considered inconceivable. 152 

Having, once and for all, established the rule of flat denial of a possible 
conflict between different sections of the Bible, Tobias turns to hammer 
away at Mishawism. Beginning with the paragraph which we have already 
quoted in full a few pages earlier, he delivers his first blow: 

Now, no one would argue against the rule I had just explained in the matter, except 
an impious, wicked unbeliever, such as was the one of a stammering tongue, Mishawayh 
al-Ba‘albeki. 153 

The unbeliever! 

Here, then, was the crux of the problem: a test of belief or unbelief. 
Here also must the explanation be sought for what otherwise seemed 
an entirely extraneous string of insinuations, hardly following from the 
exegetical theme of thanksofferings. The list of unrestrained transgres¬ 
sions and the general “christianizing” orientation ascribed to Mishawayh 
become now perfectly intelligible. They are (or so claimed Tobias) the 
self-evident, inevitable consequence of Mishawayh’s doctrinal platform 

bfiai .aaviaa axis’ Kb ma® '»ai .ibaan man d’kp m iab 'na »a 'nas qk ’a nam abn .nan non 
man pm: rrn abn fan onba aba Inb]'i»b n®»n ab nmnm .mui i®» nan ’»» 'ia ’a iab nis* 
mn»® n®»’ ab ®'n> »'’i .nn®w nan aim B’ii®ann. (For the reader’s convenience, the 
reference is given here, as well as in the subsequent notes, to the Poznanski edition of 
the anti-Mishawite excursus [see above, 394, note 105]. In reality, however, the text 
reproduced herewith differs slightly from that printed in REJ. It is based on a 
consultation of the Bodleian MS itself.) 

152 Poznanski, 181: ninrun ]n n*nam [nispa® nan nan ba br nan naan nt i»b» van na oar 
va’aai wnn paas ab® i’bn naan ntai .[ima=] ina pna’ abi [onia=] nna pnu ai®’ >a 
neon ns»a min )anp anpnb ian» ab naan p aai .rain nt l’bs nasi® ma Dnn&a sna pao ’3. 

153 Cf. above, 401, and note 132. 



412 


THE CHALLENGE 


and of his approach to the Bible. They are the result of his indulgence 
in the demoralizing pastime of digging up Bible difficulties. Digging up 
Bible difficulties—this, exactly, is what Mishawayh was doing when he 
confronted the biblical prohibition of leaven on Passover with the contra¬ 
dicting biblical stories from the Sinai Wilderness and the Judaean 
Kingdom. 134 

The “impious, wicked unbeliever !” His Bible criticism must lead to 
unbelief, Tobias argued. Once an abrogation of divinely ordained laws 
was sanctioned, “the burden of the Law” would “be lifted,” whatever 
the pretext in the given case. For the danger was not limited to occasional 
manifestations of ritual laxity or even to convenient social assimilation 
“in the midst of the uncircumcised.” Proclaiming the biblical law as 
subject to changes through history—indeed, proving the point from 
within the different strata of the scriptural text itself—and, consequently, 
abrogating certain sections of that text in favor of others, was bound, 
in the opinion of the Karaites, to shake the very foundations of Judaism. 
There was no end to the chain-reaction initiated by one abrogation, after 

154 This also, in my opinion, was his true intention when he raised the issue of 
burnt-offerings on the Sabbath (cf. above, 405 f., note 146). Rirkisani, as usual, failed 
to notice the edge of Mishawayh’s argument in the case. He thought that the heresiarch 
actually interpreted Num. 28:10 to mean that the burnt-offering was sacrificed before 
the Sabbath for the sake of the Sabbath. However, in the light of Mishawayh’s general 
attitude, such a concept is simply unthinkable. 

What Mishawayh was really after was to point to a further contradiction in the 
biblical text, a contradiction which—as Tobias correctly appraised in the case of 
thanksoffering—might be taken as proof that God had broken His own word and had 
demanded something which He himself had previously forbidden. As I see it, IjLirkisanl 
gave only the first part of Mishawayh’s argument. The reasoning of the heretic ran 
like this: If God is Wise and Moral, then He would not forbid something and then 
retract and demand it from His people. The correct understanding of Num. 28:10 
must, then, shift the act of sacrifice from Saturday to the Friday before. But, Mishawayh 
argued, this is not the accepted interpretation. Both the normative exegesis and that 
of all the sectarian schools combined interpret the verse to mean that God had actually 
demanded a sacrifice on the Sabbath proper. In other words, they all knowingly 
confirm the fact that the God of Israel is unwise and corrupt, breaks His own word 
and is ready to punish His people for not doing things which He himself considered 
earlier to be unpermissible. 

Indeed, as already mentioned above, 409, note 150, also Hayawayh al-Balkhi raised 
the problem in a similar vein. There are, of course, important differences between 
Hayawyah and the Mishawites (see on them my Mishawiyyah: The Vicissitudes of a 
Medieval Jewish Sect under Islam and Christianity ); but the general tenor of the 
argumentation is the same. Unless we assume that Mishawayh intended to answer 
accusations of the sort expounded by IJayawayh and kindred heretics—and there 
is not the slightest indication that he so intended—we shall have to view the Sabbath 
argument of Mishawayh much as we viewed his argument on thanksofferings, i.e., 
as another case of digging up Bible difficulties rather than reconciling them. 
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the sanction of that abrogation had been driven to its logical conclusion. 
Not only would later Pentateuchal chapters supersede earlier Mosaic 
legislation and later-composed Scriptures displace the earlier Books, 
but the Apocrypha would eventually substitute for the late Canonical 
Writings, the Evangelists would assume thereafter the erstwhile role 
of the Prophets of Israel—indeed, the New Testament will ultimately 
take the place of the Old! 

Woe to them [we again hear Tobias deploring the punishment which awaited “those 
of limited intelligence who had followed Mishawayh in his worthless sayings”], 
whither shall they flee on the Day of Judgment ? To whom will they resort for help ? 1SS 
Will he of a stammering tongue stand up to save them, along with Matthew, John, 
Paul and Luke? 156 


THE END OF MISHA WISM 

The picture Tobias had drawn of Mishawism’s wholesale abandonment 
of traditional Jewish customs was a partisan picture, of course. Tobias 
was a fighter, not a historian. His was a fiery exhortation against Mishaw- 
ism, not a scholarly dissertation on it. 

Indeed, the other extant sources, while confirming Tobias' indictment 
of the Mishawite calendar, do not list the three remaining manifestations 
of religious neglect which Tobias imputed to the Mishawites: partaking 
of Gentile food, carelessness in matters of family purity, and disregard of 
the rules of personal defilement and purification. 157 True, the silence of 
authors who were not involved so directly in combatting the Mishawite 
heresy on the spot as was the eleventh-century Tobias ben Moses in 
Byzantium may be misleading. In the eyes of far-off scholars (like Ibn 
Ezra) or of transient visitors Qike Benjamin) the weekly recurring desecra¬ 
tion of the Sabbath eve was the most conspicuous mark of Mishawism; 
hence, the Mishawite calendar deviation may have overshadowed all other, 
no less real, characteristics of the sect. On the other hand, one must 
beware of hasty reliance on an adversary like Tobias. This is especially 
true of such allegations as conviviality with Gentiles, sexual promiscuity 
and negligence in ritual purity. These allegations always constituted 
standard items in medieval Jewish polemics 158 and were tossed back 

155 Paraphrasing Isa. 10:3. For a similar exhortation in a different context, see the 
Tobias text above, 250, last quotation in note 103. 

156 poznanski, 182: mmi im5an uvnpB 5s n’an [’i®’» 5®=] i’-in ni’p 5» mam /lBnaai 

nn5 ’la D’ninsn mai i>» inns ia5n 'em mn 5as .nsa nw» 5ai am ’a .. mina imn 

api5i 5ia» aaai prim mis bs p®5 j» 5: m»’n .mrsr5 ion’ us 5s pm Bin ima’ nsa. 

157 Cf. above, 402, and note 140. 

158 See, for instance, Sahl’s oft-quoted Epistle, in Likkufe, App. Ill, 28, 30, 32. 



414 


THE CHALLENGE 


and forth by contending parties with neither attaching too much weight 
to their content. We must, therefore, be careful not to mistake accusations, 
repeated from stereotype patterns of timeless interdenominational 
controversies, for statements of facts referring to eleventh-century 
Mishawism in Byzantium. 

Paradoxically, what makes Tobias’ presentation nevertheless believable 
—in its major outline, that is, if not in every single detail—is the last and 
gravest charge he pinned on the founder of the sect, i.e., his accusation 
that Mishawayh promoted outright conversion to Christianity. Tobias’ 
clear-cut citing of the Mishawite preoccupation with the Gospels and 
with the idea of Trinity has an unmistakably genuine ring. It surely 
cannot be put in one class with the popular notion associating Mishawism 
with Christianity; that notion, we remember, rested on the sheer coincid¬ 
ence of the last hours of the Mishawite Sabbath with the beginning 
hours of the Christian Sunday . 159 Nor can Tobias’ accusation be shrugged 
off as a repetition of earlier insinuations; the charge has no precedent 
in Karaism’s vast polemical tradition. However prejudiced, then, Tobias 
seems to have been pointing to actual facts. 

For—here is the key to the discrepancy between his report and that of 
Kirkisani—what Tobias always held out before his listeners was the 
eleventh-century Byzantine reality, not mere literary recollections of 
earlier (tenth-century) writers. Of course, he copiously utilized such 
literary recollections—observations of a Kirkisani in Babylonia or of a 
Yefethben ‘All in Palestine. Yet, the subject of his exhortations was Misha¬ 
wite practice of his own time and country. The situation he invoked was 
that of the very moment in which he addressed his audience, and the 
Mishawites he spoke against were his actual neighbors on the Byzantine 
scene. 

Conversions to Christianity among the later Mishawites who lived in a 
Christian climate must have occurred not infrequently. Excommunicated 
by their Jewish brethren, Orthodox and Karaite alike , 160 the Byzantine 
Mishawites could not help being partly perplexed, partly cynical, about 
their erstwhile unavoidable compromises with (ninth-century Babylon¬ 
ian) circumstances and about the persistence of their inner contradic¬ 
tions even in the later changed conditions (of Syria and Byzantium). 
Not living according to their own lights in all events, some of them may 
have ceased to believe in the justification and very wisdom of perpetuating 

IW Cf. above, 378, 404. 

160 See the quotation from Benjamin above, 387, note 87. 
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their independent and confused existence. Assimilation was the answer. 
The direction of that assimilation was, of course, not uniform. It stands 
to reason that social and economic ties with the surrounding populations 
decided the issue. Accordingly, some of the Mishawites may have resigned 
themselves to rejoining the Rabbanite society; except for the Sabbath 
deviation, they adhered anyway to the precalculated Rabbinic calendar. 161 
Others, apparently, may have despaired of Judaism altogether. They 
consequently severed all ties with their Jewish neighbors and ultimately 
ass imila ted in the local Christian community. 

Here again, as I see it, an interesting projection of the present into the 
past had occurred. We recall that the late (Syrian) by-name “Ba‘albekl” 
was projected back into the early Babylonian (‘Ukbarite) phase of 
the Mishawite movement and was appended even to the name of the 
sect’s founder. 162 In much the same way also the later (Byzantine) trend 
to apostasy was unhistorically projected back by Karaite polemicists 
into their partisan presentation of (Babylonian) Mishawite origins. 
It was thus that Mishawayh personally was accused by Tobias ben 
Moses of what was never ascribed to him by his own ‘Ukbarite contem¬ 
poraries: conversion to Christianity. The eleventh-century Mishawite 
development in the Byzantine Christian environment was mechanically 
associated with Mishawism’s beginnings in Islamic Babylonia and pro¬ 
jected into the life story of the ninth-century Mishawayh himself. 163 

BYZANTINE KARAITE LITERATURE—A COMMUNAL UNDERTAKING 

In the foregoing pages we have depicted the twin challenge which 
confronted the young Karaite community since its settlement on imperial 
territory: the challenge of native Byzantine Rabbinism and the challenge 
of non-Karaite sectaries who appeared on the Byzantine scene simul¬ 
taneously with Karaism. It is against the background of that twin 
challenge that the importance of the eleventh-century Hebrew Literary 

161 Cf. the text as quoted earlier in this chapter, 395, note 108. 

162 See briefly above, 383. 

163 Possibly, it was against the Christian slant of marginal segments in the Byzan¬ 

tine Jewish society such as the Mishawites that Jacob ben Reuben directed the clos¬ 
ing statement of his Sefer ha-Osher on the Pentateuch. Cf. the hitherto unpublished part 
of the Commentary on Deut. 34:12, Leiden MS Warner No. 8, 104a: *>3 

mViui o»3Bp .nnwTn »Tnl> H’»*i i’jbV nJo nas’p hints,! nm» nws .imp noa 

D’Ihjkt U’min nnas in lm vn n’»n onai o^nai n\nsp> iV'sl o’nai «jl>s i'n O’&n 
hpt^i nwwt> :3"s] !p»Vi tnaun ib»=] !D3»w bumk “id i*»ap- The “four men” men¬ 
tioned in the last clause bring to mind Tobias’ strictures on his Mishawite contempor¬ 
aries for relying on “Matthew, John, Paul, and Luke.” See above, 413, and note 156. 
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Project of the Empire’s Karaites can be perceived in its full dimensions. 
This Project was undoubtedly the most significant contribution of the 
formative years of Byzantine Karaism to the subsequent evolution of 
the sect. 

Some of the linguistic aspects of the first Byzantine Karaite compositions 
were already considered earlier in this volume. They served as pointers to 
the social integration of the Karaite i mmi grants in their new environment. 
In that connection the conclusion was also reached that, contrary to preval¬ 
ent notions, the rise of Hebrew Karaite creativity in Byzantium was motiv¬ 
ated by ideological incentives; it could not have been the result of the early 
Byzantine Karaites’ unfamiliarity with the Arabic language and of the 
diffusion of Hebrew among them. 164 The two-pronged polemics analyzed 
in the present chapter brought the militant character of the Literary 
Project into even sharper relief. Plainly, the establishment in Byzan¬ 
tium of a local Karaite literature in Hebrew was a well-calculated 
and well-planned communal undertaking . 

While naturally important—indeed, indispensable—for internal rea¬ 
sons, 165 this literature was designed from the outset to serve as a fighting 
weapon. Consciously adopting Hebrew (accompanied by Greek glosses, 
as in the local Rabbanite compositions) for Karaism’s official literary 
vehicle in the Byzantine environment, the leaders of the sect intended 
to counter Rabbanite accusations of the Karaites’ “foreignness” on the 
Empire’s soil and of their lack of scholarly attainment. They further 
endeavored to ward off through the Project the recurrent Rabbanite 
attempts to confuse Karaism with other sectarian shades which cropped 
up in Byzantine Jewry of the time. Finally, they hoped to use the Project 
as a springboard for becoming the foremost spokesmen of Byzantine 
Jewish orthodoxy against nonconformists of the Mishawite type. In the 
following paragraphs an attempt will be made to reconstruct the communal 
organization of this Hebrew Literary Project and to retrace the means by 
which it was initiated. 

Setting into motion a literary and scholarly enterprise of this kind 
was no easy task. Its pioneering quality stands out clearly against the 
background of the literary creativity of medieval Jewry in general. 
This is true not only in relation to the past literary experience of the 
Karaites themselves but also as far as the contemporaneous Hebrew 
production of the Rabbanites was concerned. Hence [as can be gathered 
from extant clues], the eleventh-century Byzantine Project was launched 
Cf. above, 189-93. 

163 above, 202 f., 365 f., 398 ff., and below, 450 ff. 
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in two directions: Compilation and Translation. At first, the erstwhile 
students of the Karaite academy in Jerusalem—the task-force of the 
Project—would take advantage of whatever material was immediately 
at hand, even though its quality left much to be desired. Such material 
consisted primarily of notes which the Constantinopolitan alumni of the 
Bakhtawi Court in Jerusalem had compiled for personal use, while attend¬ 
ing, back in their student days, classes of Arabic-speaking masters. 166 
Simultaneously, the first steps were made in the other direction, too, and 
a regular translation activity was initiated. Palestinian Karaite codes of 
law, biblical commentaries and theological tracts, composed originally 
in Arabic, were then made available in full Hebrew version to the Jewish 
reading public in Byzantium. 

THE LITERARY PROJECT: COMPILATIONS 

As for the first-mentioned direction—Compilation—the content of several 
Karaite manuscripts of the period is indeed described by the copyists as 
“taken down from the dictation” of one Jerusalem sage or another. 167 
True, the extant fragments, written in Arabic, are mainly the work of 
students to whom Arabic, rather than Hebrew, was the mother-tongue. 168 
Some of these Arabic-speaking students, in fact, had found it convenient 

166 On the Bakhtawi Court in Karaite Jerusalem see the brief reference above, 
186 (and note 66 there). 

167 So, for instance, in the colophon mentioning “an additional question and the 

answer thereto dictated by the sage” (\ ^ al__), 

or in the title-page introducing a text “dictated by the sage Abu Ya'kub” ( ^,\ 

~ *1 1 ), as published by me fromfols. 53b and 61a, respectively, of the 

Sulzberger MS of al-Bajir’s Masa'il wa-Jawa’ib. Cf. my “Ibn al-HIti and the Chrono¬ 
logy of Joseph al-Ba$ir the Karaite,” JJS t VIII, Nos. 1-2 (1957), 76, 77, and the 
discussion there, on p. 78. 

Cf. further al-HItl’s reference to a tract composed by Abu’l-Faraj Harun (in G. 
Margoliouth “Ibn al-Hiti’s Chronicle of Karaite Doctors,” JQR [O.S.], IX [1897], 
434): £ a n:o ’B rVbn pVipi>R ’bv vi>r ,-ii> mil oh; cf. the recent English version 

by Nemoy, Karaite Anthology, 233. The allusion to the “dictation,” as made by al-HIti 
in this connection, was no doubt based on a colophon in the MS which the fif¬ 
teenth-century Karaite chronicler had at his disposal. 

168 The name of one such Arabic-writing student, ‘Azaryah ben Salah, was 
actually preserved. Cf. the text, as reproduced from fol. 27 of Brit. Mus. MS No. 596 
(Or. 2570), in Margoliouth’s Catalogue Brit. Museum, II, 185b. The text is a single 
leaf of a work on the nature of God “dictated” by the eleventh-century Joseph al-Basir. 
The leaf was somehow bound in between the pages of al-Ba?ir’s tract on the ‘ Omer 
(see below, 445, note 227). Margoliouth does not state explicitly whether the student 
who had taken down the theological text from the dictation of al-BajIr had also copied 
the larger work of the master. 
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even to transliterate into Arabic script the Hebrew words of biblical 
verses which were quoted in class in the original. 169 It stands to reason, 
nevertheless, that those students who had come in the eleventh century from 
Byzantium acted in a converse manner. While following with no difficulty 
the lectures delivered in the academy’s official (Arabic) language of in¬ 
struction, they did not necessarily compile all their notes in that language. 

The Byzantine disciples, we remember, had already developed definite 
misgivings as to the appropriateness of the use of Arabic in their native 
country. 170 They would hold before their eyes the example of the Hebrew- 
written works of their Rabbanite compatriots whom they consistently 
emulated in several fields of communal and scholastic endeavor. Con¬ 
sequently, while listening to the Jerusalem teacher expound his lesson in 
Arabic, they may have been taking notes in Hebrew, thus unwittingly 
laying foundations for a Hebrew translation of the given lecture. This is, 
perhaps, the true implication of the oft-quoted apology which Tobias 
ben Moses inserted into the colophon of his book. Closing the single 
extant volume of his hitherto unpublished 0$ar Nehmad, the eleventh- 
century leader of the Karaites in Constantinople declared: 171 
I, Tobias 172 the Scribe, a Mourner of the [Order of] “Mourners of Zion,” have writ- 

169 Cf. the illustrations in Margoliouth’s Catalogue Brit. Museum, II, e.g., 182, 
and my comment in the above-cited article, JJS, VIII, Nos. 1-2 (1957), 75, note 27. 

179 Cf. above, 202 f., 365 f. 

171 Cf. Neubauer’s Bodleian Catalogue, I, 58, No. 290 (also Volume of Facsimilies, 
Plate XXXV, second half of the page): icon nr *nana ]i*s ’Vann Vaan isicn mam ns 
.V-t ’iVn no’ hl'nVnm V't ipwn tn uina nai tai .n’ina mo aim .inrun isir noon 'r ri,hp 
y»sn na®ai .nsi’ im o’ntotn D’lnien [D’Jtfionni nsrm ’V#a main »no»trw nn nn’Vs wowi 
ia ’n’tnn o’ai V*a»nV dr ’a V’tranV ia ’nsan rVi .’na »ia anp.i ’naipni pimn ’npmni .nssn’ 
’iaia Vmr Vri namV or »3 mson rV ’3 ’mai 'e>rs ’3a«n’ rVp Vrpr ’'mi .’nVa’i ’H3 ns nVRt? 
rsh’ dr uin’PRn Vr [*)hr tuiRi .’*>» Virrn’i nVo’ Rin w dri .niniVwi btp Rin ’3 ’iVr udV 
'vb Vr anw ’n«n Vrsb®’ [|i]'ffVn »a -in® dr »a i* pispn u’r »3 .napn iar pa f|i]'®Va vav 
dri .lnitam Damns nj Rin '»ri irii o’nan n’nan our ’3 ’mar 'e>h maia inwn Vr pi .’ia» 
Dnn ii’R anatm *3 *hr m .o’Vann nop D’Ripin o’iDon iVrs D’lann onnlmn ’i3ia anas? iRsnn 
wr nanaV imt aV DaVi uV p’i ’isi’i nsi’i in’ ’niRi nnV n^O’ nmVRm pira rV VaR ’inn dr ’a 
.I’jnn’M ainn uV D’Pi’iJr’pm] imta n’nr* D’V’apnm 'naa .D’V’arai d# npVn p’i vma naVVi 
Ifl'nRi fil'BR [dVi]'»V v’ ina []J'nRi [|]'hr /pRi’V mss '®r pm an nn 'naa. 

172 Characteristically, neither here nor in the two letters which I have reedited in my 
“The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses” was the name of Tobias’ father mentioned 
at all. Nor was it included in the acrostic of Tobias’ piyyuf (VV.iV .iri ^V am) quoted 
earlier in this volume, 56 (note 75), and 353. See the references above, 352, note 147. 
The acrostic of that piyyuf reads merely: pm imam. Only in the other two piyyiifim 
(listed in the same note) did Tobias mention explicitly the nam e of his father. Thus, 
the piyyuf nnanR nnR Van iivtVr has the acrostic pm nsrn p R’am. Similarly, the piyyuf 
cited by Pinsker ( Likkufe , App., Note III, 139) from a manuscript copy of an ancient 
ftazzaniyyah reads: t?i” unn pVn aioa iwdi=] R-nnai lawn nsrn p R’aioV D’pion .iVr 
pR [r> n'a ’Vin-^iR. 
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ten this book, 171 which is one of my books [or: one of the books of] The Delightful 
Treasure (Ofar hatt-Ne(tmad). 174 It is [a commentary on] the Priestly Lore [i.e., on 
Leviticus]. It contains the sayings of our Prince, the Patriarch David [ben Bo‘az], of 
blessed memory, and of the Teacher, Yefeth [ben ‘ All] Hallevi, blessed be his memory. 175 


In this connection, the inconsistency apparent in the spelling of Tobias’ name also 
deserves to be recorded. Thus, the colophon to Ofar Nehmad, the aforementioned 
private letters, and the piyyuf cited first in the present note all spell the Hebrew 
fobiyyah with a he. The two other piyyufim, however, as well as several passages in the 
Ofar Nehmad text itself, spell the name with an aleph-e nding ( fdbiyya' ). While respons¬ 
ibility for the inconsistency displayed in the exegetical text might easily be shifted 
to the copyists, the variants in the piyyufm are unquestionably Tobias’ own. To be 
sure, the difficulty is not very serious; both spellings are well-represented in me¬ 
dieval Hebrew literature and neither of them is, by medieval standards, incorrect. 
Since, as can be gathered from Tobias’ private letters, his preferable spelling was with 
a he, the aleph-v ariant in some of the piyyufim could perhaps be explained as an exercise 
in acrostics. Neither must too much weight be attached to the fact that precisely those 
texts in which the patronymic detail is absent spell fobiyyah with a he, whereas in the 
piyyufim in which Tobias introduced himself as “ben Moses” the name appears with an 
aleph. The material is too scanty to serve as sufficient basis for drawing conclusions. 
The simultaneity of the division in spelling and the division in citing (or not citing) the 
nam e of Tobias’ father may, for all we know, be purely coincidental. 

Nevertheless, the whole problem merits further study, especially since chronological 
difficulties arising from incorrectly linking Tobias with Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah, and 
the confusion of identity stemming from the five different epithets conferred on 
Tobias label, ‘obed, bafci, mask'd, ma'tVc-, see below, 449), gave rise to a theory of the 
existence of two Tobiases. Thus, the eighteenth-century East European Karaite 
bibliographer, Simhah Lucki, listed separately a fobiyyah hab-Baki and a fobiyyah 
ben Moses. Cf. his Orah $addikim, 21b. A somewhat similar line, we remember, 
was suggested in the nineteenth century by Firkowicz; see above, 325, note 60. 

173 On Tobias’ status of ‘Mourner’ see our discussion below, 427 ff. As for the term 
‘Scribe’ (isnOrj), Frankl, Beitrdge zur Literaturgeschichte der Karaer, 13, understood it to 
mean “Verfasser des Buches.” Such interpretation is both unwarranted and, consider¬ 
ing the context, unnecessary. There can be no doubt that Tobias referred here to his 
scribal profession. Indeed, a suggestion to this effect was already advanced in an 
earlier connection by Jacob Mann. Cf. his Texts and Studien, I, 374. Mann, independent 
of the present colophon, surmised that Tobias, when on a visit to Egypt, did some 
copying of books for his benefactor, Abraham at-Tustari. “From the handwriting 
we can see [says Mann] that he was a professional scribe.” Cf. more on this in my 
“The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” 7, note 18. 

Incidentally, Neubauer, who first communicated Tobias’ colophon, preferred to 
call the author of Ofar Nehmad “Tobbiah hasofer.” See Bodl. Catalogue, I, 57, and 
Aus der Petersburger Bibliothek, 55. In the last-mentioned work he was not even 
sure yet whether “Tobbiah hasofer” was identical with “Tobbiah hamaatik.” 

174 See below, 435 ff., the discussion of the meaning of this sentence. 

175 On the exceptional respect of Tobias to the Patriarch David, in spite of his and 
the other Mourners’ opposition to the Patriarchate as an institution, see my “The 
Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” 19-25 (and note 54). There also, p. 21, the 
Mourners’ idealization of the “Teachers” is explained. (See also above, 310, note 41.) 

As for the expression “of blessed memory,” it is to be doubted whether the original 
colophon contained the Rabbinic )>-?. It stands to reason that Tobias used the form¬ 
ula [V]'r as above, 227, note 44, or below, 424, note 192, or in Letter I, reedited 

in my “The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses.” That formula was preferred in 
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To the [sayings of these sages] I have added what I had heard of the pronouncements 
of the Philosophers ( ba'ale had-da’ath ) and the Commentators [and] Interpreters [of 
Scripture] ( ham-mepharshim hap-potherim), may God be pleased with them all 176 and 
may He desire [to include] them in the reward He has reserved [for the Righteous]. 

I have removed, as much as I could, that which seemed far [from reasonable], 
and have brought forth that which is most probable. [For] I did not intend to cause 
[people] to stumble through this [book], but to enlighten the many. 177 I [further] 
formulated here [a series of] questions [and answers], to the extent of my power and 
ability. I pray to God that He should not hold me guilty for what I may have said 
[here], for my intentions were good; [I pray] that I shall not have stumbled in my 
sayings in the presence of my Lord, for He knoweth the secrets [of the heart]. 178 And 
if I have erred, may He forgive me and pardon [my sin]. 

Now, ye, O my brethren, do not accuse me if there be found [here] an erroneous 
use of the masculine or feminine gender; for [such error was made] not because of 
inadequacy but through inadvertence, since I have been writing from the language 
of Ishmael into the Hebrew tongue. Likewise, do not rely on my sayings which I 
have introduced [here], 179 for you are wise and learned. See [for yourselves], and 
accept whatever seems acceptable to you. And should you find an error in the words 
of the Teachers who have been quoted [herewith] in these books which bear the title 
The Peddlers’ Bag (Ruppath ha-Rokhelim), li0 know ye, my brethren, that it is not 
the Teachers but I who must be held responsible for it. Yet, [such error happened] 
through no evil intention. 

May God forgive them and me, and may He be pleased with them and me. 181 May He 
give you and us a heart united in the love of Him and [in the desire] to walk in His 
paths. May He allot our portion with the intellectuals ( ham-maskilim ), even as it is 
written [Dan. 12:3], “And the intellectuals ( ham-maskilim ) 182 shall shine as the bright¬ 
ness [of the firmament].’' May He delight us with the goodness of His pleasures, 183 as 


the early Karaite texts, which were still influenced by the Arabic rahimahu ’ llahu. The 
change must have been due to the copyist who lived apparently several generations 
after Tobias. (The date of the copy at hand is unknown.) 

176 On the Arabic counterpart of that formula see my comments in JJS, VIII, 
Nos. 1-2 (1957), 79 (and notes). This formula was applied, as a rule, after the names 
of deceased persons. See, however, below, note 181. 

177 Cf. Dan. 11:33-35, 12:3, which belong to the standard thesaurus of Karaite 

quotations and denote the Karaites’ idealization of intellectualism. Cf. in the last 
paragraph of the colophon. Also the pun going back to Dan. 11:33 and 

11:35, was very common in Karaite literature. Cf., for instance, the text above, 211, 
note 14, in which the pun was invoked by the Daniel al-ICumisi school against ‘Anan 
ben David himself. 

178 Ps. 44:22. 

179 This phrase, ascribed to‘Anan ben David, is discussed above, 210 If., esp. 212, 
note 16. 

180 For this expression see below, 440 f., and note 219. Cf. also above, 245, note 90. 

181 Contrary to the accepted pattern, the verb nsi, corresponding to the Arabic 

is not used here in the sense familiar from the formula appended to the names 
of the dead. See above, note 176. 

182 I deviate here from the regular English translation—“And they that are wise” — 
in order to render the term maskUim in its peculiar Karaite connotation. 

183 At the beginning of line 30 of Letter I, sent from Jerusalem to Fus(at in the early 
months of 1041, Tobias also used the same expression. The words at the end of line 29 
there have faded completely, yet the possibility should not be excluded that the 
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it is written [Ps. 31:20], “Oh how abundant is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up 
for them that fear Thee.” Amen, and Amen. Blessed be the Lord for evermore, Amen, 
and Amen [Ps. 89:53], 

GENESIS OF HEBREW KARAITE CREATIVITY 
The above colophon has often been referred to in modern discussions. 
It has long been known to students of Karaitica through Neubauer’s 
quotation in the Catalogue of the Hebrew Manuscripts in the Bodleian 
and through a photographic reproduction in the Volume of Facsimilies 
accompanying that Catalogue. 

The emphasis in such references varied from case to case, according to 
the specific reasons for which these references were invoked. Thus, in 
some cases, scholars would stress especially Tobias’ declaration of 
membership in the Order of the “Mourners of Zion” (of which more 
later). Other scholars, bent on digging up “influences,” would magnify 
Tobias’ frank listing of his sources and would ultimately underrate his 
own creative role in the book. Tobias honestly admitted that he had 
built his Commentary primarily on a review of the two main exegetical 
schools of Palestinian Karaism, the school of David ben Bo‘az and the 
school of Yefeth ben ‘All. By highlighting this admission, the scholars 
would often make it overshadow Tobias’ original contribution. This 
contribution, consisting, as we know, of linguistic discussions and 
glosses, exegetical Questions-and-Answers, legal decisions and interesting 
polemics, has abundantly come to the fore all trough this volume. 184 

Now, the conventional entries in the colophon are of no special in¬ 
terest to us in the present connection. Thus, we should hardly pause to con¬ 
sider Tobias’ twice-repeated declaration of responsibility in which (not 
unlike the prefaces of modern writers) he released the old masters from 
sharing in any error detectable in his book. Nor are we concerned here 
with his idealistic allusions to Karaite intellectualism and piety, drawn 
from the standard Karaite thesaurus of scriptural quotations. In the 
same vein, we may leave aside and dismiss as unoriginal Tobias’ warning 
to his “wise and learned” flock “not to rely” on his views. Clearly, the 
warning repeated merely the well-known Karaite exhortation in favor of 
the individual’s right to interpret Scripture independently. Such exhorta¬ 
tions, we remember, unhistorically ascribed even to the Founding 
Fathers of the sect, had become characteristic traits of Karaite ideo- 

original wording of the letter corresponded to our present phrase. Mann (Texts and 
Studies, I, 385) misread the text there and copied wm&m for mumn. Cf. my note ad 
he., “The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” Appendix, 33. 

184 See also our comments above, 258 £. 
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logy ever since the victory of individualistic revisionism in the tenth 
century. 185 

But it may prove highly instructive to dwell at length, on four passages 
in the colophon which bear directly on our reconstruction. As with 
earlier cases, the study of the whole manuscript of Osar Nehmad adds 
perspective to the examination of these four passages, too; it helps us 
discover new implications which had otherwise been blurred by the 
conventional approach to the colophon. I propose to show presently 
that the sincere personal statement embedded in the colophon covers more 
than a mere description of the structure of the Commentary. Since 
Tobias was the initiator and the chief builder of the Literary Project, 
his personal sentiments (expressed in the colophon) may serve as precious 
clues to the general creative process by which eleventh-century Hebrew 
Karaite literature was brought into being in Byzantium. 

In the first place, the passage containing Tobias’ plea to his readers 
attracts our attention. The man who passed into Karaite history as 
“The Translator” 186 asks indulgence for the sporadic errors of grammar 
that may have stolen into his Hebrew exposition. Such errors, Tobias 
implores bis readers, should not be held against him as proof that he was 
unequal to the task. They are no more than lapsus calami, since he “was 
writing from the language of Ishmael into the Hebrew tongue.” 187 Now, 
the prevalent scholarly opinion interprets this awkward expression as 
Tobias’ way of saying that he “was translating from the Arabic into 
Hebrew.” The implication is, then, that, in the eleventh-century state of 
Hebrew, Tobias could not think of a better equivalent for the verb 
‘to translate’ than the root K-Th-B, ‘writing (from one language to 
another)’. 188 

This interpretation is far from satisfactory both on general and on 
linguistic grounds. First, 0$ar Nehmad is not a translation in the accepted 
sense, and Tobias should hardly be expected to wish to present it as such. 
Secondly, a careful study of Tobias’ linguistic equipment definitely 
militates against the aforequoted solution. 189 All through the three 

185 Cf. our comments on this above, 215 f. 

186 below, 449 f. 

187 >na» Vr am a 'ti^n Ip]'wV>*a »a. 

188 Cf., for instance, Steinschneider’s reaction to Tobias’ statement ( Hebr . Vber- 

setzungen, II, 941, note 256): “Fehlte ihm noch der Ausdruck Also PoznaAski 

(Ofar Yisrael, V, 13a) explains, without much ado, the phrase in question as n«n 
n»aua p>»nnw. 

189 To be sure, in rejecting the accepted interpretation as incompatible with the 
vocabulary of Tobias, I do not intend to argue that the use itself of K-Th-B for 
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hundred pages of 0$ar Nehmad I could find not a single instance of the 
use of K-Th-B in the connotation suggested above. Indeed, important 
clues can be gleaned to the contrary. Thus, to give an illustration, in the 
hitherto unpublished portion of the Commentary, Tobias discusses the 
Saadyanic method of translating the Pentateuch into Arabic. In these 
critical comments he uses all along the root T-R-G-M, to mean ‘literal 
translation (from one language to another),’ in much the same way as it is 
used today. In addition, he falls back sometimes on the widely used root 
P-Th-R, although its accepted meaning in medieval texts is ‘interpretation 
(of content)’ rather than purely literal ‘translation.’ At any rate, nowhere 
in that methodological expose does the verb K-Th-B —‘writing,’ pure 
and simple—appear at all. 190 


‘translation’ was unknown. Cf. on the subject L. Zunz, “ ‘Verfassen’ und ‘iibersetzen’ 
hebraisch ausgedriickt,” reprinted from ZDMG, XXV (1871), 435-48, in his Gesam- 
melte Schriften, III, §v., 50-67, esp. 62. 

A study of the lexical scope, the application of words, and other linguistic aspects 
of the literary creations of Tobias ben Moses and his colleagues is still a desideratum. 
Some preliminary observations were already made by Pinsker, P. F. Frank], Stein- 
schneider and Poznanski, but they were limited mainly to the analysis of the influence of 
Arabic on Tobias’ Hebrew terminology. It is to be hoped that present-day specialists 
in the field will turn to this Karaite material, too, and include it in their research. 
They will, I am sure, find the results of such studies extremely rewarding. 

190 Cf. Bodl. MS No. 290, 91b ff. Only a brief sample of that discussion can be 
given here. It deals with the inadequacy of literal rendering into Arabic and Greek of 
certain Hebrew terms (the actual object of discussion is the Hebrew freleb [=fat] in the 
first chapters of Leviticus). Tobias illustrates his point by drawing attention to the 
equally difficult case of the Divine Name. There again a literal translation is out of 
question. Each language has its own term for “God,” which is not a translation of the 
equivalent term in another language. Only attributes can be translated. Throughout 
that discussion Tobias uses the verbs T-R-G-M and P-Th-R for ‘translation’ proper: 
Bipn Dcs miK tnpi Va« n»ai’ '®Va rVi Vkbbb’ 'bVb onmo uniK pit Bipn [pl'BVa Kin 'br dot 
inli]R in' kI>i l’iivriiK *jiVna Rnp» 'bh db 'as nri ,ibb [p-i]hca rV inns uses bh’b mass 
'®Va wibk In iniK o’Djnna uniK pm .diibVs wik onnhis om own kVi Vr»bb> 'bV ’V#a 
’S |#bV [ 7] 10’BptJl’D 1BD1 VaR 1H1BS DB DUbVs lV pK >3 DUOT 'BVa RVi VkOTB’ 
’Vsai -[jfcj jc cU|] Vli t» .-iVVr Vkbbb’ 'bVs 'bk’b onnan [niljma mn niVu Kin 

'bVsi 1 n n mussm 'bk bb 'bs B'n> [u]ir sauna ii’Vsk U’ri [&e6q\ b i k ’ n 'bik mw 
'S’ [oixovd/Utg - BIBllip’lK :V'!l] Blip’R p> 'bVs! •[ ( yl5^Jl] ’DRsVr Vn»nB» 

niDOs is miB ntna uniR lass mn VaR .-pm nt Vs p nnV 'snm own .lutnaV VaVas mn 'bk 
nisnn 'nn nVu Vw db p’ 'bVs rVi [VkbI'bb* 'bVs pa pi .sawn Vr snp nvnVi man '®ks 
D smiB uV a”n> kV nVuonV 'ini 'nn hVkV db DnV pK Dm .aVn mm [ml'inn ]B dbs dV>»’ 'bks 
iV i’K’s uimn Vs isV Vrbw »bV 'bks Vsr jma ib lin]'R 'bVs nisuirei nVK Wa db mn 'bk aVn 
onV nvr kV om .Wan nt Vs djibVs lmmxi’i dbs Wsn nt nVaen ism kV on »s psV pmn djibVs 
is djtw’B diibVs db Wsn db mn 'bk aVnV n*n» rV db diibVs; etc. Later, 95a, Tobias 
speaks of the “translators and exegetes,” using the verb T-R-G-M for ‘translation’ 
and P-Th-R for ‘exegesis’: nsm « ansa n’l’aam D’miDni 'aaman Wa ’3 nam aVn 
niR mn 'bks in[i]R mar Vsr .ubb nan *|’VrmV ona bn]k mas’ rV B'n> nan mn m oaVa 
vina imnoni .tann’ SfiR nVai nVai mm. 
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As I visualize the stratified construction of the Byzantine Karaite 
Literary Project, Tobias’ clumsy expression stands out as a most natural 
and accurate statement of fact. What Tobias was really conveying to 
his readers was precisely this genesis of Karaite Hebrew creativity in 
Byzantium which we endeavor to trace in the present analysis. He was 
calling attention to the difficulties besetting Byzantine Karaite leadership 
in search for the proper material to be utilized in the early stage of the 
Project. The available translations [Tobias explained to his flock], such 
as those woven into his own Osar Nehmad, were not produced with the 
express purpose of rendering the Arabic texts into Hebrew. They were 
created inadvertently, while “writing from the language of Ishmael 
into the Hebrew tongue,” i.e., while jotting down in Hebrew that which 
was expounded and quoted in class in the Arabic language. 

TRILINGUAL AMALGAM 

Curiously, Tobias did not raise in his apology the broader issue of form 
and style which baffled modern students on perusal of his 0?ar Nehmad 
and his other writings. While worried about a possible slip on the 
proper use “of the masculine or feminine gender,” 191 Tobias appears 
quite at ease about the characteristic admixture of Hebrew, Arabic and 
Greek which made nineteenth-century German Jewish scholars shudder 
at his compositions. 

Especially puzzling seem, at first glance, the instances in which an 
occasional Arabic word or a whole Arabic clause would be left intact in 
the midst of the Hebrew text. Mnemonic or indexical reasons could be 
suggested perhaps in the case of those untranslated Arabic passages which 
formed the opening phrases of quotations from the Arabic-writing 
masters. 192 There is, however, no justification for the other occurrences. 
Some of the latter, indeed, involved the simplest and most inconspicuous 
expressions or words; 193 clearly these were not left untranslated because 


On the use of the verbs T-R-G-M and P-Th-R for ‘translating’ see the references 
from the Hebrew literature of the period, as offered by Zunz, Gesammelte Schriften, 
in, 63 f. 

191 napai nai pa '®i>a mao use’ on mn’osn ^s vim on si. 

192 Cf., for instance, Bodl. MS No. 290, 60a: min nsn s’03n (rsna p in] 'nsi 
- 'onnn 1T a mam »a m .noises sin » b s a n is d !>» s .nnaan. 

193 Cf. ibid., 64a: aim D’3on anna v>m .anas do mom pns '3a ussn pi 
nnaan nsl anpi am |>ia 5>s a”n’ s^>o a”n\ Or, 68b: ] s b nnsn 'a 5 >b ia» naa mis J>as’ as 
ni33ip 'a a”m aaio | s a. Or, again, 79a: sis Dnn [ml's bapn sb oosm nsenn pi 
ia i>33inn ns~ n^ua [nan b a s n 3 n b a s. 
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of mnemonical considerations or because of the difficulty in supplying 
the right Hebrew equivalent for the original Arabic wording. 

Scholars like P. F. Frankl and others blamed, first of all, the dimensions 
of the Project for the striking negligence of form and style exhibited by 
the early Byzantine Karaite creations: such tremendous production [they 
argued] could not but lower the quality of the literary products. 194 They 
further ascribed this negligence to haste, since [so they reasoned] propa¬ 
ganda material had to be prepared with utmost speed in order to be 
distributed to Karaite missionaries about to leave on their pious errands. 
Such reasoning was well in line with these scholars’ general evaluation of 
Karaite propaganda as the primary force propelling the spread of 
Karaism outside of Palestine in the tenth and the eleventh centuries. 
They believed that the Palestinian Karaite authorities themselves spon¬ 
sored these translations and that the Byzantine students acted merely 
as agents in disseminating the Jerusalem doctrines in their native lands. 195 

That this “missionary theory” in general can no longer be accepted as 
a serious factor in Karaite expansion in the period under discussion has 
been amply demonstrated in Chapter II of the present study. 196 Hence, 
the theory that missionary “haste” affected the language and style of 
contemporaneous Karaite literature may also be summarily rejected. 
Obviously, the explanation for the absence of linguistic purism in the 
early Byzantine Karaite compilations and translations must be sought 
in the very reconstruction presented here. What the initiators of the 
Project had at hand, after all, was not a literary output intended a priori 
for presentation to the broader public, but private note-books compiled 
by students while in class. The criteria of such notes varied then, as they 
do today, from student to student. Some of these materials were, appar¬ 
ently, interlinear translations of Arabic texts, the preparation of which 
was sporadically assigned to (or undertaken by) students of the Jerusalem 
academy. 197 Others (e.g., those underlying 0§ar Nehmad) would be 


194 Consult Frankl’s chapter on the “Charakteristik des karaischen Cbersetzers 
Tobija hamma‘atik,” in his Beitrage zur Literaturgeschichte der Karder, 10-13, esp. 11. 
The translation activity, says Frankl, was “in quantitativer Hinsicht eine so gewaltige 
Leistung, dass wir uns nicht wundern diirfen, dass die Qualitat derselben eine geringere 
wurde.” 

195 For this theory of “Hast und Schnelligkeit,” see Frankl, Beitrage zur Literatur¬ 
geschichte der Karder, 13. See also above, 190, note 80. 

196 Cf. above, 79-83. 

197 This has been suggested by Frankl with regard to Sefer Ne'imoth, which was 
Tobias’ Hebrew version of al-Basir’s Muhtawi. See Beitrdge zur Literaturgeschichte 
der Karder, 13. 
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accumulated gradually and systematically by a gifted student who hoped 
to used them as collectanea for some future independent research. 

Whatever the case, they all could not fail to be dominated by such 
factors as convenience and haste. Haste, that is, not of the kind suggested 
by Frankl, but the simple, prosaic haste of a student who is anxious to 
get down on paper the maximum of what the lecturer was expounding 
in class. Such a situation seldom made the student pause to consider 
linguistic purity and beauty of style. Occasionally, then, the student 
would record a word or a phrase in the original Arabic, the way the 
lecturer said it. Similarly, he would hastily append a Greek gloss here and 
there, whenever a difficult Arabic term was employed in the class 
discussion. 

It is highly instructive that Tobias did not feel apologetic about this 
trilingual amalgam of some of his texts but was clearly jittery about the 
quality of his Hebrew. The Byzantine Karaite leader was aware, on the 
one hand, of his coreligionists’ sensitivity about the effective presentation 
of their case in Hebrew. This sensitivity was but a corollary of a fact 
which they realized well—namely, that Hebrew was as yet the weakest 
element in the Karaites’ linguistic equipment in Byzantium. Since, how¬ 
ever, it was precisely Hebrew which served as the vehicle of Byzantine 
Rabbinism’s scholarly creativity and of its anti-Karaite polemics, they 
naturally expected their spokesman to display adequate knowledge and 
correct use of that language. 

On the other hand, Tobias knew that he might count on the indul¬ 
gence of his flock toward the general method by which his material 
was compiled. For neither were the difficulties confronting the Project 
a secret to the intelligent Karaite reader in the Empire nor was that 
reader expected to share with the nineteenth-century German purists 
the horror of “jenes monstrose Gemengsel dreier Sprachen.” 198 As 
concluded in Chapter IV, above, that reader himself was in the eleventh 
century still to a great extent trilingual. 1 " 

PALESTINIAN NOTE-BOOKS 

Of the four passages, then, in Tobias’ colophon which might be viewed 
as pointers to the early stage of the Byzantine Karaite Literary Project, 
the passage we have analyzed first dealt with method. This passage 
allowed an insight into the process by which Hebrew excerpts of Pales- 

198 See above, 193, note 89. 

199 Cf. 192 f., above. 
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tinian Arabic texts came into being through the somewhat accidental 
mediation of Byzantine Karaite students. This process, as we have seen, 
could not fail to affect the literary, linguistic and structural quality of 
the Karaites’ first Hebrew performance in the Byzantine environment. 

The other sentence in the colophon, to be discussed now, pertains to 
the place in which the early Hebrew creativity of the Empire’s Karaites 
was initiated. It is in this manner that, I believe, we ought to understand 
Tobias’ emphasis on being “a Mourner from the [Order of] ‘Mourners 
of Zion’.” 200 Now, as mentioned before, this brief sentence, constituting 
the opening bars of the colophon of Ofar Nehmad, has frequently been 
invoked by scholars. However, the evidence it was invariably called 
upon to furnish was limited to that which is overtly stated in the text— 
namely, that Tobias, the Byzantine student, was "a Mourner among the 
‘Mourners of Hon’.” No thought had been given to the broader 
implications of this personal statement, nor was the statement considered 
within the general context of the colophon and against the background 
of the customary procedure found in other documents. 

The truth of the matter is that the inclusion of that statement in the 
colophon presents a rather complicated problem. For, on the one hand, 
there can be no doubt that Tobias’ leadership and guidance of the Literary 
Project (of which his Ofar Nehmad was part and parcel) fall in the period 
subsequent to his return from Palestine; his student years as "Mourner” 
in Jerusalem were by then already past. On the other hand, once outside 
of Palestine, Tobias gave no evidence of maintaining his erstwhile 
Palestinian title of “Mourner.” This he did perhaps partly for personal 
reasons. As we know, he left the Holy City a bitter man, disgusted with 
the petty politics of the Jerusalem Karaite Patriarchate. 201 But he must 
have acted, first of all, in conformity with general custom. 

It stands to reason that the conditio sine qua non for maintaining the 
rank of a Karaite “Mourner” in the eleventh century was to actually 
stay (if not necessarily settle permanently) in Palestine. With the Jerusa¬ 
lem Karaite center in full bloom, a merely symbolic observance of 
“mourning” in the Diaspora hardly entitled one to style himself a 
“Mourner;” this was to become the custom of pietists only later, after 
the fall of Jerusalem to the Crusaders (e.g., the twelfth-century Byzantine 
Karaite, Yehudah Hadassl). At any rate, Tobias himself no longer 
mentioned “mourning” in the epistle he wrote to an Egyptian benefactor 

200 ypi >tan& taan unon maw »an. 

201 See on this my "The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses.” 
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some years after having returned from Jerusalem. 202 Nor did later 
Byzantine generations remember him as he-Abel, although they had 
preserved a recollection of his erstwhile status of “Mourner” when refer¬ 
ring to him as ha-‘Obed, i.e., “The Servant [of God].” 203 

In the face of the above, the fact that Tobias ben Moses deemed it 
necessary or advisable to recall his Palestinian past when offering Osar 
Nehmad to the Byzantine Karaite public is not devoid of difficulty. 
What seemed to be a natural signature, say, in letters sent from Jerusalem 

202 See my note 60 to “The Correspondence of Tobias ben Moses,” 27 f. 

203 For some of the later references to Tobias as ha-Obed, see below, 449, note 234. 

I do not know of any instance in which Tobias was later referred to also as he-Abel. 

The relation between the two titles is still to be studied in greater detail. It is my 
impression, on review of the extant material, that in eleventh-century Palestine proper 
ha-Obed and he-Abel were used interchangeably to denote actual membership in 
the Order of Abele $iyyon. Thus, in Letter I, line 6 (cf. my “The Correspond¬ 
ence of Tobias ben Moses," Appendix, 31), Tobias speaks of hims elf as uk nan 
mnw. Yet in the address of the same letter he says: ^snri ti*aw nan (see next 
note). Now, on leaving the Holy Land, the erstwhile “Moufner” would not anymore 
invoke the title he-Abel. Apparently, however, it was common practice to retain 
the title ha-Obed, much in the same vein as did Karaite pilgrims to Jerusalem in 
later centuries when they called themselves “ Yerushalmi 

People bearing the title ha-Obed became a common sight in the Karaite communities 
of Egypt and Byzantium in the latter half of the eleventh century. These were returning 
students, who, prompted by personal or communal reasons (of which see briefly 
above, 188, note 71) or by the general decline of the Jerusalem center (cf. the Epilogue 
to the present volume), settled in their native communities and occupied there positions 
of leadership. The names of some of these leaders were indeed preserved. Consult, 
for instance, the list in the closing section of flilluk hak-Kara'im we ha-Rabbanim 
(Pinsker, Likkufe, App. XII, 106), which reaches as far as the last years of the eleventh 
century. Compiled some time in the twelfth century, after the extinction of the 
Jerusalem Abele §iyydn Order, the list, characteristically, does not any longer apply the 
title he-Abel to any of the enumerated scholars, although the membership of some of 
them in the Order, back in the tenth or the eleventh centuries, is not subject to doubt. 
On the other hand, it does record three names with the title ha-Obed. Significantly, 
these names appear only in the last three lines of the 19-line roll of honor; obviously, 
they belong to personalities who were active outside Palestine in the closing decades 
of the eleventh century, after having fed or left Jerusalem and returned to their native 
lands. 

Not until a quarter or so of the twelfth century had passed was the title he-Abel 
restored to use. But its new connotation (discussed in my paper on “Yehudah Hadass! 
and the Crusades”) was now different from its tenth- and eleventh-century antecedents. 
“Mourning” ceased to be hinged on actual sojourn in Palestine and on membership 
in the (nonexistent) Order of the “Mourners.” See briefly the Epilogue, below. 

The same was true of Rabbanite pietists of the time, as can be gathered from the 
Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela. While the title was restored by diasporic ascetics, 
(e.g., Yemen, Germany), Palestinian pietists would no longercall themselves “Mourners.” 
Thus, the pious Rabbanite recluse of Byzantine origin, R. Abraham al-Kostantlnl, 
whom Benjamin met in Jerusalem in the late 1160’s (i.e., paralleling the last years of 
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by Tobias, the young Byzantine student, at a time when his membership 
in the Order of the “Mourners of Zion” was an undeniable fact, 204 ceased 
to be natural when repeated in later years by Tobias, the ripe leader of 
Byzantine Karaism; indeed, it was clearly at variance with contempo¬ 
raneous diasporic procedure to which Tobias himself is known to have 
adhered. 

There seem to be only two ways of explaining Tobias’ deviation from 
the accustomed pattern, as apparent in the colophon under discussion; 
either of these ways, to be sure, falls well in line with our general 
reconstruction of the Byzantine Karaite Literary Project. The simplest 
explanation, of course, is that which assumes that the whole extant 
volume of 0$ar Nehmad —including the crucial colophon—was finished 


Hadassi’s life), was known merely as he-fiasid or hap-pariish, despite the fact that in his 
earlier days “he was [a member] of the ‘Mourners of Jerusalem’.” Cf. ed. Asher, I, 
39 f.; Eng. tr., 74 f. (J. Prawer’s inference from the text at hand that Abraham was no 
longer alive when Benjamin visited Jerusalem is, in the light of the above comments, 
unnecessary. Cf. his “The Jews in the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem” [Hebrew], Zion, 
XI [1945-46], 47 f., note 56. There is no reason to prefer, as Prawer does, the Casana- 
tense version, onna n» nmatt 'm, while all other versions [including the two 
MSS which I could check now in Jerusalem] read n^nn enstn ’ -ibo. Cf. the appara¬ 
tus in ed. Adler and ed. Griinhut ad Joe. R. Abraham must have been in his eighties 
then, which partly explains the respect he commanded among Jews and non-Jews 
alike.) 

For the sake of completeness, it is worth noting in this connection another statement 
by an erstwhile Byzantine Karaite student of the Jerusalem academy. In that statement 
(reproduced by Pinsker, Likkiife, App., Note X, 173; Neubauer, Aus der Petersburger 
Bibliothek, 146, No. 686; Mann, Texts and Studies, 290, note 10; Assaf-Mayer, Sefer 
hay- Yishshiib, II, 45b, No. 11; and others) the pious Byzantine declares: 
vm paiwn D’5>na D’lcn ’no nB» -ibr maBti *n^R !>r ia a-ipnn!> k!>h nm mon ’anaa >ssn nn 
B’jBpa® pp nSn d’5>bti’ ’atapa ’1R R^n .[nSo nVi# runs’ D’nSs=] od-ipr snpn to o’Swn’a 
nmR 'nanai ’nppn nn’-ooa wr-ib nni ana vnni> -ibr an’iisn. 

Now, the identity of the writer is unknown (see the literature on this, as cited in my 
Hebrew study in Tarbiz, XXV [1955-56], 52, note 28), but his Byzantine origin cannot 
be subject to doubt. The book, Marpe’ la-E$em, abounds in Greek words, and, 
according to Mann, “reads not as a translation from the Arabic but as an original 
composition.” Mann was even inclined to identify the author with Tobias ben Moses 
(cf. his Texts and Studies, II, 290 f., note 10). But, while it is obvious that this Byzantine 
Karaite once lived and studied in Jerusalem, that chapter in his life was closed by now. 
He looked back at his Jerusalem days as a “grace from God,” and humbly remembered 
his past as a student of the Jerusalem masters (note the Past Tense in all the verbs!). 
Hence, whoever he was, and if ever he belonged to the Abele §iyyon Order at all, 
the Byzantine Karaite author of Marpe ’ La- l E$em quite correctly refrained at a later 
stage from invoking his erstwhile title of Abel. 

204 Cf. Tobias’ signature in Letter I, reproduced in my “The Correspondence of 
Tobias ben Moses,” Appendix, 34: hro]'m naan »ipn -Pit p ^ann maw ’ana 

[]]'8K [nml'na. Cf. also the standard expressions of “mourning” in lines 6-8 and 10-16 
of the same letter. 



430 


THE CHALLENGE 


in Palestine when Tobias was still a student and active member in the 
Order of “Mourners.” In the colophon, the young author asked indul¬ 
gence of his friends and readers back home (to whom he may have been 
sending his note-books) for the occasional flaws in grammar, content, etc. 
These flaws, he insisted, were the result of the way in which the material 
was taking shape in Jerusalem. Tobias had no reason to change the 
colophon later, when his book was integrated in the general Project 
and put at the disposal of broader circles of readers. 

An alternative solution might be sought in attributing the colophon 
to Tobias’ later years of activity as leader of the Karaite movement 
in Byzantium. The Byzantine scholar composed it when placing his 
Jerusalem note-books at the service of the Constantinopolitan community. 
He must have felt that the nature of his work—half a translation of 
classical discussions and texts, half a collection of his own comments 
thereon—needed an explanation. In the appended apology, therefore, 
he called attention to the youthful character of the work. He stressed 
that the compiled material consisted of what he had studied and excerpted 
in Hebrew translation at the Palestinian academy, and that the compila¬ 
tion was made while he was “a Mourner of the [Order of] ‘Mourners 
of Zion’,” i.e., back in his student days in Jerusalem. He asked his 
flock to keep this crude, non-literary origin of the 0§ar in mind before 
accusing him, the mature and independent scholar, of linguistic or 
scholastic inadequacy. 

Whichever solution may seem more plausible regarding the sequence 
of events, the fact remains unaltered: the earliest Hebrew creations of 
Byzantine Karaites were conceived in Palestine. There they grew latently, 
slowly accumulating between the pages of private note-books which were 
compiled by gifted Karaite students from Byzantium. There, in Jerusalem, 
they continued to mold their new, initially primitive (Hebrew) vessels 
into which the old (Arabic) content would be poured. There, finally, 
they lent novel shapes to the amassed material through a constant process 
of absorption, elimination and creative distension. True, these shapes 
were rather unwieldy, at first. The gradual, unplanned process of building 
up the material made them inevitably clumsy and disproportionate. 
The expositions would be prolix and tortuously repetitious in one 
section, knotty and incomprehensibly condensed in another, just as 
were the academic lectures or texts underlying them. But, what real¬ 
ly mattered was that they were there at hand, and, their crude form not¬ 
withstanding, they were rich in content and broad in scope—the best 
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and the latest which Karaite learning had produced in Palestine during 
the tenth and the eleventh centuries. 

“osar nehmad” 

To sum up: Some time in the 50’s of the eleventh century, prompted by 
incentives stemming from the Byzantine environment, the Hebrew Trans¬ 
lation and Compilation Project was launched in Byzantium. Lacking well- 
arranged original manuscripts and ready-made translations, the former 
students of the Jerusalem academy naturally resorted to their private 
note-books and made them the foundation of the Project. Themselves 
now leaders and teachers of the Empire’s growing sectarian community, 
they put these rough, partly incomplete, and by all standards hardly 
adequate materials at the disposal of local students and scribes. Thus 
sprang into significance that collective Hebrew production which was 
inadvertently conceived in the first half of the eleventh century in the 
Jerusalem academy. Byzantine Karaism’s literature in the Hebrew 
language was born. 

A note-book, as note-books go, is limited by its size. Hence, collectanea 
on one and the same theme—e.g., materials for a commentary on one 
Book of Scripture—must frequently have extended over several note-books. 
It is thus that I understand the third passage in the colophon relevant 
to our discussion. In that passage, we remember, Tobias introduced the 
extant manuscript as “one of my books [or: one of the books of] Osar 
han-Nehmad. It is a commentary [he explained] on the Priestly Teaching 
(i.e., on Leviticus).” 205 Scholars have interpreted this description to mean 
that, while the extant part indeed deals with Leviticus, 0$ar Nehmad 
as a whole “extended to the entire Pentateuch.” 206 The other volumes 
simply got lost. 

There is, of course, no way of proving —as long as none of the lost 
volumes has been recovered—that Tobias did not intend to encompass 
the whole Pentateuch in his exegetical composition. Nevertheless, it 
seems most plausible, both on general and on textual grounds, to assert 
that this composition was limited to Leviticus alone. Indeed, if the 
extant 300-page manuscript of 0$ar Nehmad , covering solely the first 
ten chapters of Leviticus, exemplifies Tobias’ standard method of coping 
with material, one could convincingly argue that extending such compila- 

205 a ’in 5 me tom .Damn -mu neon 'k Kin® naan nr. 

206 So, for instance, Poznanski, Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah , 62, note 2. 
See also Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 290, note 10. 
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tion to all the Five Books of Moses was a feat well-nigh impossible 
physically. Should Tobias have followed his exceptionally broad design 
and long-winded exposition when dealing with the rest of the Pentateuch 
as well, he would have had to fill literally scores of additional volumes 
before taking leave of Moses in the Plains of Moab. Truly, one is tempted 
to think that it was this slow-motion kind of exegesis, characteristic 
of 0$ar Nehmad, that made later generations prefer abridgments—even 
abridgments of the clumsy type of Sefer ha-Osher, for instance—to the 
high-standard, yet tedious, display of scholarship in Tobias’ Comment¬ 
ary. 207 This is perhaps why, as we said, all volumes, save one, of 0$ar 
Nehmad were allowed to fall into oblivion, notwithstanding the great 
respect reserved for their author by all subsequent schools of Karaite 
Idw. This is also why the only extant volume of the work was preserved 
in a single manuscript. 0$ar Nehmad simply ceased to be copied. 

My assertion that 0?ar Nehmad was a multivolume commentary 
solely on Leviticus falls well in line also with the broader aspects of its 
literary origin. As already stressed above, Tobias’ texts and comments 
compiled in 0$ar Nehmad were but a superstructure to the comprehensive 
course on the subject that was given in the Karaite academy of Jerusalem. 
The theme of such a course was carefully chosen. Karaism was a militant 
sect, and so was its academy. The academic curriculum could not 
be oblivious of practical considerations. A detailed study of the “Priestly 
Code” was designed to answer many and diverse current needs. For, 
more than any other part of the Scriptures, the Book of Leviticus afforded 
an occasion for discussing practically all the crucial laws and religious 
observances on which Karaites and Rabbanites crossed swords: the 
code of purity, dietary precautions, the calendar of fasts and feasts, 
laws of incests and the levirate marriage. Here was the ground on which 
Saadyah and other Rabbanite polemicists could be met in open battle. 
Here an authoritative platform could be formulated in reply to the 
attacks of the normative camp. 

It is, indeed, not a matter of chance that Saadyah’s Commentary on 
Leviticus was the Rabbinic text most frequently quoted and most 
strongly attacked by Karaite polemical literature of the period. Nor is 
it accidental that the most crucial passages against Byzantine Karaism, 
voiced by Tobias ben Eliezer, the leader of the Empire’s Rabbanites, 

207 The extremely broad design of the available scholarly works is, indeed, invoked 
by Jacob ben Reuben himself as the reason for his decision to compose Sefer ha-Osher. 
Cf. the Introduction to the Work, excerpted by Steinschneider in Catalogue Leiden, 
App. II, 384. See also the beginning of next note. 
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are all concentrated in the latter’s Leif ah Job on Leviticus. Characteris¬ 
tically, the only other extant Byzantine Karaite compilation of the eleventh 
century beside Osar Nehmad —the oft-quoted Exodus-Leviticus Anonym¬ 
ous —also made the “Priestly Code” one of the two main themes of 
its study. 


INTERPRETING THE “PRIESTLY LORE” 

Moving beyond these general observations, we can also draw a similar 
conclusion about the scope of Osar Nehmad from the Byzantine texts 
themselves. What little extraneous testimony we have from Byzantium 
suggests, indeed, that Tobias’ work, while consisting of several volumes 
presented over a period of many years, was limited only to Leviticus. 20 * 

Thus, we remember, some two generations after Tobias ben Moses, 
Yehudah Hadassi referred to a legal query in calendar matters which 
Tobias and his Constantinopolitan colleagues had addressed in the 
eleventh century to the Karaite academy of Jerusalem. The query 
and the answer thereto, Hadassi added, were to be found in Tobias’ 

208 In this connection, the description of a MS copy of Osar Nehmad which was in 
the hand of the already-mentioned bibliographer and jurist, Simfrah Lucki, should be 
considered. The latter reported two volumes of Tobias’ Osar Nehmad. One dealt with 
dietary laws; the other discussed the laws of ritual purity. Both volumes treated 
apparently their respective subject-matter in so detailed a manner that Lucki did not 
consider them a biblical commentary at all. He thought they belonged to a full-fledged 
legal work, and presented accordingly Osar Nehmad as part of Tobias’ Book of 
Precepts. Cf. Orah Saddikim, 22b (top): B'n nma ]a maw im a-in bvr man inni -isi« 
'in TiK’aa »iwn -isom ,nrnoKm nvwan mVaimn iimaa ntian noon .onso pVm mm 
sun ]"iso nan i>a bn one tna n’ivsnpn msam ^a ms’-i maim Jimnum niKaon ’!»» 'i«i» !>a 
ji-asin msan noon pbn .nsa nann naai nao. 

Now, there can be no doubting of the fact that Lucki was describing an actual 
manuscript which he had at his disposal. He was always careful to list separately 
the books which he knew by title only and to state distinctly that he had not seen them 
personally. Thus, for instance, having (incorrectly) inferred from other texts that 
also Joseph al-BasIr and Yeshu’ah ben Yehudah had written works entitled Osar 
Nehmad, he listed them only at the end of that chapter (23a), and added emphatically 
that these other books imnnm=] I'nwa u'i'93 nma u’«n td>i iimi) ma nwia ni'« 
uma D'Ksain B’nDon -|ina Bnuaw u’sn uksb p-i [D’a-in (cf. also in the broader version of 
Lucki’s account, published by Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 1413, top). Nor can there 
be any doubt as to the correctness of Lucki’s description of the MS he saw. This 
description, however, is in obvious disagreement with the text of Osar Nehmad as 
found in the Bodleian MS available to us. 

In the light of our present reconstruction of the Byzantine Karaite Literary Project, 
the difference in the contents of Osar Nehmad reported by Lucki and the contents of 
Osar Nehmad known from the Bodleian MS constitutes no difficulty. On the contrary: 
It strengthens throughout the thesis advanced here and supplements our information 
on the nature and structure of the work as a whole. Indeed, it enables us to reconstruct 
two additional note-books of Tobias’ Osar Nehmad series. For what Lucki had in 
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0$ar han-Nehmad Wayyikra' hag-Gadol.™ 9 Hadassi’s reference is an 
important piece of evidence in more than one respect. For, in the first 
place, the text invoked by Hadassi does not appear in the volume of 
Ofar Nehmad which is at our disposal and which covers Lev. 1-10 
alone; it obviously belonged to a much later part of the work—apparently 
that which commented on the festivals on the basis of Lev. 23. In that 

hand was a direct continuation—Volumes II and III—of the text which found its way 
to the Bodleian Library. 

Now, while Volume I (contained in the Bod). MS) covered the first ten chapters of 
Leviticus (on sacrifices), Lucki’s Volume II expounded the dietary laws on the basis of 
Lev. 11. The practical importance of that chapter, added to Tobias’ general slant 
toward long-winded excursuses and repetitions, amply explains why a whole note-book 
was needed to do justice to a single scriptural chapter; dietary laws were undoubtedly 
the theme of a full-scale course in the Karaite academy of Jerusalem. Continuing the 
series, Lucki’s Volume III covered the laws of purity, explaining the bibl ical legislation 
of Lev. 12-15. Whether the discussion of these laws was completed in that note-book 
cannot, of course, be said with certainty. 

The whereabouts of Lucki’s MSS (if they still exist) are unknown. But I shall not 
be surprised if it should prove one day that they were part of the same set—indeed, 
were written by the same hand—as the MS now in the Bodleian. 

2°9 5 ^ above, 324 fF., and the quotations adduced there, notes 58 and 64, from 
Hadassi’s Eshkol hak-Kofer, 76a, Alphabet 1 87 : ainaotpip ’Jan S'J oi’aa^n i.ii^h® up 
Kip’! inrun ixnu neuron n^tr larai upiin *p nn’iooa qa.. .infill 'irn b'lvm train. 
Hadassi lists also Sefer Wayyikra' hag-Gadol Ofar Nehmad (note the singular of the 
noun sefer\) in an earlier connection; cf. the quotation below, 439, note 215. The fact 
that the word order could, as in the latter instance, be reversed ( Wayyikra’ hag-Gadol 
preceding Ofar Nehmad ) shows even more plainly that the general title, Ofar Nehmad, 
referred to the Leviticus (Wayyikra') series alone. 

At any rate, I do not see how Hadassi’s wording could be interpreted to mean that 
Wayyikra’ hag-Gadol was an autonomous work by an anonymous writer. Such, for 
instance, was the assertion of the aforequoted Simljah Lucki, Orah $addikim, 23b. 
The fact is that at no time did Hadassi list Wayyikra’ hag-Gadol as a separate entry, 
independent of Ofar Nehmad. 

It is to be added, however, that in some instances Hadassi mentioned Ofar Nehmad 
without the appendage Wayyikra’ hag-Gaddl. Cf., e.g., the quotation below, 439, note 
215, from Eshkol hak-Kofer, 42a, Alphabet 98. Somewhat confusing is the reference 
there, 92a, Alphabet 141, which speaks of “Sefer Ofar han-Nehmad and (sic!) Sefer 
Tdrath Kohanim” (i.e., a Commentary on Leviticus): isoai inrun ixik ieoa mtan tunmi 
irr» 9-3 no’ pi 9*3 iwmi mi rts’i !>no nun a min. However, the whole sentence 

is obviously corrupt. Yefeth, for instance, is mentioned twice, and the phrase lacks 
either a predicate or a preposition. It is not impossible, then, that the “and” (which in 
the Hebrew script constitutes one stroke only) did not appear in the original text. 
If that was the case, the passage would strengthen even more the thesis expounded here. 

On the confusion prevailing in Karaite texts and in modem studies with regard 
to the authorship of Ofar Nehmad, cf. my essay in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 48 f. 
(and notes 17-19). Thus, we remember, Simbah Lucki ascribed an Ofar Nehmad to no 
less than three different scholars of the eleventh century. He admitted, however, 
that he had before his eyes the manuscript of Tobias’ work alone. Cf. above, 433, 
note 208. 
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later volume of the 0§ar Nehmad series on Leviticus, Tobias had the 
opportunity, much more than in the extant Volume I, to supplement 
his Palestinian notes with comments and reports from the Byzantine 
scene; these comments belonged chronologically to the advanced period 
of his leadership in Byzantium. 210 

In the second place, the additional title supplied by Hadassi attracts 
our attention. It reads: Wayyikra' hag-Gadol, i.e.. The Great Leviticus. 
Now, the possibility should not be discounted that such a title may have 
been designed deliberately. It intended to present the Karaite work, 
labeled hag-Gadol, as a counterpart of the well-known Rabbinical 
Midrashim of the Rabbah type; both labels mean the same. Attempts 
to evoke such associations are not unknown in Karaite literature of the 
time. 211 On the other hand, chances are that the additional title grew 
simply to serve as a popular acknowledgment of the importance (and 
perhaps even of the sheer dimensions) of Tobias’ opus. Whatever the 
case, Hadassi’s information confirms the multivolume structure of the 
Commentary and, at the same time, clearly delimits its subject-matter 
as bearing on the Book of Leviticus alone. 

Read in this context, Tobias’ own statement in the colophon no longer 
poses a problem. True, at first glance the wording looks rather squinted, 
on account of both ambiguous vocalization and ambiguous syntax. 
The former permits a choice between reading sifre (=“the books of”) and 


210 Cf. above, 324, note 58, and 375, note 48. The note-book on Lev. ,23 un¬ 
doubtedly contained also Tobias’ lenient laws of the ‘omer which, we remember, 
were rejected by Aaron ben Elijah in the fourteenth century. Cf. above, 278, note 73. 
In general, the impression is gained that Aaron was familiar with the whole set of the 
Ofar Nefynad note-books. Thus he invoked not only the first volume (in refutation of 
the Mishawite doctrines, as shown above, 372 f., note 40, and in the statement to be 
quoted presently) as well as the volume covering Lev. 23, but also the note-book 
based on Lev. 19. Cf. his Gan ‘Eden, 145b: nsia isoa ms 9-3 laiun tram wa-i mm 

-nsjiSOTi pi9v D’ttmp nenns msi... ibn ,tnpn nmoa tnmn (undoubtedly pointing 

to Tobias’ comments on Lev. 19:12). That part of the series has likewise not yet been 
recovered. 

It should be recalled here that also the Tobias Doctrine, discussed earlier in this 
volume, 233 IT., is known only from quotations; it does not appear in the extant Com¬ 
mentary on the first ten chapters of Leviticus. There is no telling, however, on the 
basis of these quotations, what was the context of Tobias’ dictum and in what part of 
the Commentary it was originally pronounced. Indeed, it may have been included in 
a different (legal) work altogether, perhaps in the Book 0 / Precepts. See below, 438, 
note 214. 

211 Thus, for instance, in the very period now under discussion, Yeshu'ah ben 
Yehudah composed Bereshith Rabba, on which see Steinschneider, Catalogue Leiden, 
173 ff., and Hebr. Obersetzungen, n, 944, as well as the summary and texts offered 
by M. Schreiner, Studien iiber Jeschuah ben Jehudah, 4, 25 ff. 
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sefaray (meaning “my books”), which would give the phrase a more 
persona] slant. The syntax admits, similarly, of two interpretations: 
either that only the particular volume at hand was “a commentary on 
the Priestly Teaching,” while the remaining parts dealt with the rest of 
the Pentateuch; or else that Osar Nehmad as a whole was a commentary 
on Leviticus alone. In the light of the preceding discussion, however, 
Tobias’ intention becomes clear beyond a shadow of doubt. He wished 
to state that he had “written this book which is the first [and not merely 
one ] of the volumes [and not books , in general] of 0$ar Nehmad. It 
[i.e., the latter , Osar Nehmad as a whole] is a commentary on the Priestly 
Lore.” 212 

The above reconstruction explains also another problem which cannot 
fail to set the student wondering as he peruses the manuscript of 0$ar 
Nehmad. A half-page statement by a writer at the close of an exposition 
in which he covered only ten scriptural chapters is by all standards uncon¬ 
ventional. To be sure, brief colophons by weary authors or scribes, 
addressing thanks to God on completion of a manuscript, are common¬ 
place procedure in medieval Jewish literature. Even brief general 
statements appended at the conclusion of a single theme or chapter 
are not unusual. In fact, such a 7-line passage is to be found, apart 
from our colophon, on the same page of Ofar Nehmad on which the 


1,2 Our stress on the fact that Osar Nehmad was limited to Leviticus alone should 
not be taken to mean that Tobias did not expect to cover eventually other parts of 
the Pentateuch as well. Cf„ e.g., his statement in the extant volume of his Osar Nehmad, 
Bodl. MS No. 290,137b, in which he expressed the hope that, “if the Almighty should 
will so,” he would explain a certain problem at greater length in connection with the 
Book of Numbers: napis run pa *a km nnnoa a® lmaan hb fan’ on uni. Wc do not 
know, however, whether he progressed that far in his exegetical composition. 

For completeness’ sake it should be recalled here that the older presentations of 
Karaite literature (e.g., Fiirst, Geschichte des Karaerthums, 11, 201 f.; Seligsohn, in 
Jewish Enc., XII, 167a) do list, in fact, a commentary on the whole Pentateuch, Zoth 
hat-Torah, which was allegedly composed by Tobias ben Moses. This assertion is 
based on the already-quoted communication of Firkowicz to Pinsker (cf. above, 324 
f.) in which the former claimed to have seen also among the Karaite literary treasures 
that perished in the Crimean WaT a maiu '-ii> nspa mvm i>a i>n Bine ,mwn nNi 'o 
navm .irnpn as nnasa 5>ann itbd p pan (see in Likkufe, App. XI, 94, note 1). Since, 
however, the other data included in that communication are suspect, extreme caution 
is imperative with regard to the present detail as well. Indeed, not only was the name 
of the author reported there in an unprecedented phrasing (cf., e.g., our discussion 
above, 418 f., note 172), but also the structure of the work itself, as described by 
Firkowicz, could hardly be expected from the pen of a Tobias. Frankly, after all we 
have learned of Tobias’ literary habits, one would require a great deal of imagination 
to visualize Tobias writing a short (!! ns pa) commentary on all the Five Books of 
Moses. 
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crucial colophon was also inscribed; that briefer statement merely 
concludes the discussion of the main theme of Lev. 10. 213 

Yet, the colophon discussed here has little in common with either of 
these two customary types of wind-up formulae. What we have here, 
beside honest personal sentiments^ is a serious, full-scale, programmatic 
declaration: a statement of objectives, a description of the work’s 
structure, an enumeration of its major sources, an explanation of its 
form—in short, a regular preface and a personal postscript in one. 
Seen in this light, the colophon is not only unconventional but clearly 
out of place. Why should Tobias have wished to make a statement of 
his literary creed and method when commenting on a Book which is 
only third in the order of Scriptures? Would not the opening or the 
closing volume of the Commentary—say, that on Genesis or on Deute¬ 
ronomy, if the whole Pentateuch was covered—be a more appropriate 
platform for voicing pronouncements of this sort? 

The answer to this question has already been foreshadowed in our 
past discussions. For, as concluded above, Osar Nehmad was meant 
to serve as a commentary on Leviticus alone, not on the other Books of 
Moses, and the manuscript we have at hand was the first note-book in 
that commentary. Hence, that extant note-book was, indeed, the opening 
volume of the whole opus. Tobias has acted correctly, then, in providing 

213 Cf. Plate XXXV of the Volume of Facsimi lies of Neubauer’s Bodleian Catalogue, 
in which the last page of Tobias’ Ofar Nehmad is reproduced. While the second half 
of the page contains the 16 lines of the herewith-analyzed large colophon, the first 
half consists of 14 lines. Closing in lines 6-8 the discussion of his specific subject-matter, 
by saying that [alien smi ms’a pnpim [p]s?*>n fn a ia*> nbu 'its sin nann Mn 
D’ann 'aa, Tobias adds the following (lines 8-14): ivmn ’anil l’nimsa uam 1 D’nl>sni 
»3-nn ns mutan 'am .ma’am n’» 5>a 'naa l’nnsaa ia’i’» I’S’ i>as innna iai”ita’ Ssi anew 
b’bbi .uH’ mi>an naai .naisa’i upis rwa tna’i .■pain nsn yaB .ymsa ’a’naa aamn .ypn 
.nanNan nsiaaa Dimm 'asm ma D”p’i .li’ana npi^nam np’som naisn mo’i .i:^u’ [iaii’ :^*s] iaitt 
a5> a’ltm hnl'si m cal’ rhv nas nan nsiaai pm 5>a di’d 'asan 'na D”p’i .man lfc’a pn ’aai 
'ai [m]a«. 

Even a superficial comparison of this passage with the large colophon following it 
shows beyond a shadow of doubt that the two texts were not written at the same time. 
While the first text is permeated throughout with the spirit of messianic expectation, 
as befits a “Mourner of Zion,” the other text reflects the calm and sober sense of 
responsibilty of a diasporic leader. This difference is also well mirrored in the biblical 
quotations invoked in each case. The only element uniting both passages is Karaism’s 
well-known praise of intellectualism. 

Evidently, the first brief colophon was composed by Tobias in Jerusalem on com¬ 
pletion of his first note-book. At that time Tobias was still a student in the Jerusalem 
academy and a member in the Abele §iyydn Order. The other colophon, however, 
was written at a later period. Placing the note-book from his student days at the 
disposal of his flock in Byzantium, the mature leader added a longer statement. That 
statement quite naturally reflected Tobias’ later station and responsibility. 
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the very first note-book which he placed at the disposal of the public 
with a full-length explanatory colophon. In this manner he introduced 
not only his comments on the first ten chapters of Leviticus, but the whole 
series of note-books which he was to release successively through the 
years to come. This series formed in its sum-total The Delightful Treasure 
( 0$ar han-Nehmad), “and it [was] a commentary on the Priestly 
Lore.” 214 


THE PUBLICATION PLAN 

Though, as we have seen, Ogar Nehmad was limited to the Book of 
Leviticus alone, it nevertheless was a part of a still broader design. 
It is here that we reach the fourth and last point in the colophon 
which may help us reconstruct the Byzantine Karaite compilation 
activity : the titles of literary productions as guide to the general publi¬ 
cation plan of the Project. A review of the pertinent information supplied 
by Tobias himself, along with the data adduced two generations later 
by Hadassi (but reflecting the eleventh-century situation), is not without 
interest. Such review permits also a fleeting glimpse into the editorial 
work performed by Tobias. 

The nature and objective of the Compilation Project, the character 
of the materials utilized in it, and the fact that it was a communal 
undertaking could not fail to enshroud the names of several authors and 
the titles of their works with a cloak of anonymity. Hadassi’s method of 
reporting on the works of his Byzantine predecessors may well serve as 
an illustration. On the one hand, Hadassi lists a number of early Byzantine 
Karaite creations by their specific titles. 215 However, more often than 


214 To be sure, Tobias invokes in the extant volume of Osar Nehmad his earlier 
interpretation of Sabbath laws. Cf. Bodl. MS No. 290,110b: napn [|i*i]riQ3 i:~ik < >3 *i33i- 
Since the Sabbath laws have been decreed in the Second Book of Moses, Tobias’ 
statement might perhaps be taken to mean that he himself had previously composed 
a commentary on Exodus as well. This, however, would be a mistaken notion. Tobias 
is known for this loose manner of phrasing references to books which he merely 
translated (cf. on this Frank!, Beitrage, 7, and below, 444, note 226). Thus, he may be 
referring here to Sefer kam-Mo‘adim (Tract on the Festivals) or to some other masala 
from Kitab al-Istibfar of his teacher, Joseph al-Ba$Ir (see below, 445 f., note 227), or 
perhaps to a chapter in a legalistic work of his own which was then in the making. 
As we know, Tobias’ Book of Precepts was still studied in Constantinople in the late 
fifteenth century and even sought after by the communities of Lithuania. Cf. my com¬ 
ments in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 48, note 15, and above, 52, end of note 66. 

21 s Speaking of the sources underlying his own encyclopedia, Hadassi declares 
(Eshkol hak-Kofer, 21c, Alphabet 33): mo3 mma nan :"]mn3 mmn dot ’nppm win p i>» 
bv '^131 most :’ns nmann moai :a’ra ni’sn most .■pjnra nsin vnan mo (!) ’lomni’K ms’W 
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not, he speaks of Byzantine Karaite authors in a very general and 
indefinite manner, wrapping his statements in stylistic mannerisms and 
vague scriptural allusions. Thus he occasionally borrows from Eccles¬ 
iastes the term ba'ale asuppoth, lending it the literal meaning of “Com¬ 
pilers” or “Authors of Collections.” 216 

Now, the use of a verse like Eccl. 12:11, which belongs to the standard 
Karaite thesaurus of biblical quotations, should always be viewed with 
caution. Scriptural terms, which the sect liked to invoke as prophetic 
confirmation of its mission and described through them its leaders and 
doctrines, do not necessarily reflect facts: they frequently delineate a 
situation as the sect wished it to be, rather than as it really was. But there 
can be no doubt that many standardized terms and titles, stemming 
originally from the Scriptures, settled in the everyday Karaite jargon 
and came to denote actual things or persons. Hence, the possibility 
should not be excluded that Hadassi may indeed have been stating a fact. 
The collaborators and successors of Tobias in the Project may in actual 
practice have been known to the community as ba'ale asuppoth, or 
Compilers. Their compilations—perhaps referred to in a matter-of-fact 
manner as Asuppoth, i.e., Collections, pure and simple—were apparently 
popular, anthologies, with little, if any, original contribution by the 
editing hand. No wonder they remained anonymous, as did also their 
compilers. 

Not so the more serious and more scholarly and original compilations. 
Limited undoubtedly to a narrower circle of readers from among the 
Constantinopolitan intelligentsia, these books were known by title and 

-isir Vnjn mp’i iam :jvmm naoi D*vb mnn iboi pinn bbdi -pn^a Tin’ l^’apntp ’t>’a®o 
uai^Ba “iaol> l>av »a nnnam maon ana ... ’^’a»n nao omarii anna. And again, 42a, 

Alphabet 98 (actually Alphabet 100, since two earlier Alphabets were deleted from 
the printed edition; see above, 28, note 5): vrnl>n naoa n’aina Ban 'marro b!>r l>a pan 
nva’aaa nan a nanar :pi>R rri’i piv on R^n tman 'vvb nrrawm cunlwoa D’-itnan :’t>’am 
n»an -icoai :paat> innan bsir iaoai :mnm lacai ‘.’ns nn’ann naoai .n’a’» m’RB -iaoai ’it:mnl>« 
iraiia Dirsa man ’^’aea nao Wai :nsirt> rbbb “iboi :®aal> pma iboi B’lnas. Further in the 
book, 98c-d, Alphabet 258, Hadassi gives some more titles of (Byzantine) Hebrew trans¬ 
lations. Speaking apparently of Joseph al-Ba$ir, he mentions his nao jnian nvnn piar 
mn’sa, his nissn ibo (see below, 445 f., note 227), his P’nnl>« (!)ana, a book nap wipw 
n’^ai-in (see below, 441, note 221), and a D’as’an nao. 

For some of the books enumerated by Hadassi, cf. my notes in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 
50-52. It goes without saying that the exact identity of all these books is of no direct 
concern to us in this connection. 

216 So, for instance, in Alphabet 226, Eshkol hafc-Kofer, 87a: paira vnao nmaa nspm 
nnnao pnpia ban tram natai rmra ;n aai tjaaa rami ©inn l>att /n mn ^>a*> y ’sapi -’tot nr 
■pn^R 'n trim [iril'R nsma unis? dibidr ’^>sa b’»im nnncna mpm ni’Ri. 

For the last part of the statement cf. above, 242, note 82. 
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author and were integrated into a broader series of publications. This 
fact does not change their eclectic nature, nor did it diminish in the 
eleventh century the authors’ own awareness of the compilatory character 
of the compositions. Eclecticism, we must bear in mind, was looked upon 
in those days as a perfectly commendable, even creative, and by all 
means useful art of scholarly writing. Karaite scholars openly prided 
themselves on having “enriched” their compositions with the sayings 
of the classic masters. 217 Consistent with this concept, Jacob ben Reuben 
labeled his oft-quoted compilation The Book of Riches (Seferha-‘Osher). 2li 

It was this conscious eclecticism that made Tobias ben Moses entitle 
his Leviticus-series The Delightful Treasure (Osar Nehmad). By introducing 
his work as a thesaurus, Tobias intended more than to claim distinction 
for his Palestinian note-books or to recall the ancient saying that “There 
L a delightful treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise” (Prov. 21:20). 
The title reflected his larger vision of the Compilation Project as the 
Great Encyclopedia, the veritable Treasury of Karaite Lore. For it 
was precisely the eclecticism of the age that from the outset made for 
sweeping plans and for a truly encyclopedic design of the eleventh- 
century Compilation Project; such design, incidentally, was also well 
in line with the dominant trend in contemporaneous Byzantine literature 
at large. 


ENCYCLOPEDIC OBJECTIVES 

This encyclopedic objective of Tobias’ work is clearly revealed in the 
other title which he saw fit to mention in his colophon to Osar Nehmad. 
Placing at the disposal of the public his voluminous opus on Leviticus, 
Tobias presented it as a part of a still richer and more-encompassing 
series of collections, bearing the picturesque superscription The Peddlers' 
Bag (Kuppath ha-Rokhelim). This expression, even more perhaps than The 
Delightful Treasure , was an ancient Jewish way of describing encyclo¬ 
pedic scope of learning. 21 ^ 

217 See, e.g., HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 98d, end of Alphabet 258: unn^n tiku epin 
•nurona 'rvnDon '3 nama osis nan laism »*a. On that expression in the writings of Tobias, 
see Pinsker, Likkufe, App., Note XIV, 199. 

218 Cf. in the Introduction to the book, partly reproduced by Steinschneider, 
Catalogue Leiden, App. II, 384: im -i»»nn 13 miptnjw ’o^> "iBivn "ido h3tt»n=] lmpi. 

219 See the passage in Bab. Tal. Giffin, 67a, “in praise of scholars.” It is worth 
noting that, unlike The Treasure, which evokes a definite biblical association. The 
Peddlers’ Bag is a purely Rabbinical talmudic metaphor. The use of such a phrase by 
the Byzantine Karaites for a great publication project of sectarian literature is not 
accidental. It bears additional proof of the new Karaite attitude toward the Talmud 
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Now, Tobias’ exact role in the publication of that broader series was not 
disclosed. From the fact that he assumed full responsibility for any 
possible misstatement of “the words of the Teachers who had been 
quoted herewith in these books which bear the title The Peddlers' Bag,” 220 
one can gather that Tobias was personally involved in the preparation of 
these texts. But, whether this involvement entailed actual authorship of 
some volumes, apart from 0$ar Nehmad, or merely supervision and 
editorial guidance of the work of other scholars, is a matter for specula¬ 
tion. 221 Similarly, we are in the dark about the nature and scope of that 
series. Since the other components in the series—Tobias speaks of 
“these books” (in the plural!)—have not been recovered, the extant 
manuscript of 0$ar Nehmad alone can help us form an idea of the 
character of The Peddlers' Bag. 

The compilations assembled under that overall title seem to have 
constituted a series of full-scale, half-independent works. These were 
based, of course, on Palestinian notes and on the sayings of the Teachers, 
yet they were integrated by the Byzantine author into a coherent compo¬ 
sition. Most important, unlike the popular Asuppoth, the Kuppath 
ha-Rokhelim series was apparently designed for the student and the 
more advanced general public. Each work seems to have covered a 
limited number of legal themes or one single Book of the Scriptures. 
The emphasis was on detailed exposition. It may be surmised that the 
sum total of such monographic studies was to encompass the totality 
of Karaite scholastic attainment. 

Since some of the class-notes underlying the said works retained the 
form of Questions-and-Answers ( Masd’il wa-Jawa’ib ), reminiscent of 
the original discussions in the Jerusalem academy, the Byzantine com¬ 
pilers would apply the same procedure also to the independent material 
they themselves had contributed. Thus, for instance, Tobias, going over 

which we ascribed earlier, 244 f., to the initiative of Tobias ben Moses (see likewise 
above, 400, note 126). It supports also, from a different angle, the thesis expounded in 
the present chapter that, in launching their great Compilation and Translation Project, 
the Karaites of the Empire addressed themselves in large measure to their Rabbanite 
neighbors. 

220 ’3 ’hr un .mtann nsp D’K-ipan m-ison n!>R3 onsnn n>m!>nn ’im map iRsnn dri 

-JQB DR '3 D,TO U’R P13PH. 

221 True, Hadassi seems to ascribe a book (in the singular!), entitled Kuppath ha- 
Rokhelim, to Tobias’ teacher, Joseph al-Basir (cf. above, 439, note 215). Since, however, 
he enumerates all known works of al-Ba$ir separately (see in the same note), his 
later attribution of The Peddlers' Bag, too, to that scholar is not without difficulty. 
Even if we accept Hadassi’s assertion, we still shall have to assume that it was 
Tobias who translated al-Ba?Ir’s book from the Arabic into Hebrew, just as was the 
case with the other compositions of the Palestinian master. 
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the old notes and adding his own comments on the subject, bad found it 
advisable to “further formulate here a series of Questions-and-Answers 
to the extent of my power and ability.” 222 Such arrangement was not 
only in line with the prevalent literary genre , but also must have proved 
extremely useful in the practical sense: it gave the intelligent Karaite in 
the Empire ready-made material for religious debates with his Rabbanite 
neighbor next door and didactic pointers for further study on his own. 223 
This last consideration was especially important after 1071, when study 
trips of Byzantine students to Palestine became less and less feasible 
under the prevailing international conditions. 224 

Not until a number of generations had passed did the Byzantine plan 
of a Hebrew Karaite Encyclopedia materialize—and then in a form far 
different from that which its eleventh-century pioneers had visualized. 
It was in the early twelfth century, apparently, that Jacob ben Reuben 
produced the rather clumsy, yet unquestionably comprehensive, synopsis 
of Karaism’s entire biblical exegesis, the already-quoted Sefer ha-Osher, 
or Book of Riches. Some time in the second half of that century, the 
Constantinopolitan Yehudah Hadassi completed his unique encyclopedia 
of Karaite wisdom. Aware of the continuity between it and the 
encyclopedic attempts of his predecessors, he labeled his own work 
The Cluster of Henna (Eshkol hak-Kofer), paraphrasing the term in 
Cant. 1:14 which in the Hebrew literature of all times was the accepted 
synonym for encyclopedic erudition. In spite of its irritating style and 
unwieldy structure, Hadassi’s Eshkol was quite correctly evaluated by 
modem historiography as “the vast sea into which all the rivulets of 
Karaite lore emptied themselves.” 225 

But, however significant, these practical accomplishments of the 
twelfth century were but the consummation of a long, preparatory 
process which began with Tobias; the initial plan for in-gathering the 
classical Karaite production and for presenting it in the Hebrew tongue 
belonged to the eleventh century, i.e., to the formative years of Ka- 
raism on Byzantine soil. Indeed, to judge by form and content of the 
extant fragment of 0$ar Nehimad, the early plan was possibly conceived 

222 ’nVa’i ’ns ns ia vwri. 

223 Cf., e.g., Tobias’ statement in Ofar Nehtnad, Bodl. MS No. 290, 50b: 
nm tk» nam mtww nra *t>aal> nan—here comes a string of questions pertaining to the 
specific subject-matter—whereupon Tobias adds: •]*> munn nn nun nam nl>K 'fiat 
■pm ni bv mat ip’5- 

224 See above, 189. 

225 Cf. Jost, Geschichte des Judenthums und seiner Sekten, II, 352; Poznanski, 
Karaite Literary Opponents of Saadiah, 68. 
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on a much broader scale, and its first productions were drawn up along 
much more sweeping and ambitious lines. 

THE LITERARY PROJECT: TRANSLATIONS 

So much for the first direction of the Byzantine Karaite Literary Project, 
the Compilation. Rising from modest beginnings and welded together, 
at first, from jumbles of Palestinian class-notes, the compilation activity 
grew steadily in stature and in number of productions, developing 
encyclopedic plans and attaining encyclopedic dimensions. The second 
direction of the Project was Translation, pure and simple. Through the 
systematic translation activity of the eleventh-century Karaite school 
in the Empire, basic Arabic works of Palestinian masters were made 
available in Hebrew to the Byzantine reader. 

Of course, the proposed division into Compilation and Translation 
cannot be applied at all times and with equal rigidity to all literary 
creations produced under the auspices of the Project. Not always can 
a tangible demarcation line between the two fields of activity be drawn 
with certainty. For, as already described at length in the preceding 
sections of this chapter, the popular Byzantine compilations, too, 
could with much justification be classified as outright translations. 
Indeed, even the serious, half-independent compositions of the Ofar 
Nefimad type required by their very nature a great deal of translating, 
whatever the translation method. Nor was the division chronological. 
It would be erroneous to conceive Compilation and Translation as two 
separate stages of the Byzantine Project, succeeding one another. The 
two activities were at all times pursued simultaneously. They both were 
initiated and directed by the same leader, Tobias ben Moses; they both 
came as answers to the same communal needs and external challenges, 
and both had the same far-reaching objectives in view. 

Nevertheless, a general division of the Project along these two major 
lines of Hebrew creativity in Byzantium—Compilation and Translation— 
is unquestionably justified. It would have been warranted even if it were 
to be limited to difference of form and scope only. This difference 
stands out unmistakably in what little Byzantine Karaite material is 
extant today; it surely could not have been less pronounced back in 
the eleventh century, when all the compositions were easily accessible or 
still in the making. The Compilers juggled, as a rule, with excerpts, 
which they either translated expressly, as the need for them arose, or 
found already translated in their Palestinian note-books. These excerpts 
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they wove, in an abridged, enlarged, or otherwise patched-up Hebrew 
formulation, into their collections, along with editorial comments and 
notes. Not so the Translators. The latter offered the Arabic classics 
in their entirety, translating them into Hebrew with as much precision 
as the Hebrew vocabulary of that time would permit, and providing 
them with Greek glosses according to need. 226 

True, the above distinction is confined to externals only. Much of it 
could undoubtedly be ascribed to differing tempers, interests and 
qualifications of the individual scholars collaborating on the Project. 
Nevertheless, it surely is revealing. Since both sections of the Project were 
communal undertakings and were designed to serve an overall strategy 
of the sect in the Empire, the structural difference between their 
respective end-products cannot be devoid of significance. It may per¬ 
haps reflect the problem of method and of immediate objectives which 
confronted the leaders of the Project in the mid-eleventh century. For, 
obviously, the immediate objectives and the methods of attaining them 
were conditioned by the practical possibilities and limitations inherent 
in the circumstances under which the Project was bom in Byzantium. 

Thus, while Compilation could fall back on ready material accumulated 
in the Palestinian note-books of Byzantine students, Translation had to 
forge its own tools and start from scratch. The translation techniques to 
be observed in the later Rabbanite projects of the Tibbonid school were 
still a matter of the future. Such techniques as were necessary had to 
be improvised in Byzantium whenever the need for them arose. New 
terms had to be coined and antiquated idioms had to be imbued with 
novel shades of meaning even while the translation was in the making. 
Moreover, manuscripts were scarce, and a well-organized job of copying 
the Arabic Karaite classics in order to prepare them for full and exact 
translation—not to speak of the translation itself—required time and 
skilled personnel. 

PHILOSOPHIC AND LEGALISTIC LITERATURE 

These difficulties must have affected the rate of progress of Translation 
in the early stages of the Project. The regular, communally planned 
activity of translating into Hebrew entire works of Arabic-writing 

226 It is to be added, howewer, that in his earliest translations of al-Basir’s works 
(see below, 445)Tobias felt rather free to reorganize the material and inserted sometimes 
references to his own works. Cf. Frankl, Beitrage zur Literaturgeschichte der Karaer, 
7, and the references and quotations in Tarbiz, XXV (1955-56), 49 f., notes 19-20. 
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Karaite authorities must have proceeded, at first, at a considerably 
slower pace than Compilation. 

And yet, slow as this activity had to be, caution was hardly its watch¬ 
word. If Tobias’ own translations might serve as a guide in the matter, 
the contrary rather is apparent. From the outset, as one must conclude 
on the basis of the extant material, the Translators reached out for an 
impressive variety of subject-matter, encompassing law, biblical exegesis 
and philosophy. No wonder they could claim only limited success, 
especially insofar as philosophy was concerned. The initial, so-to-speak 
“experimental,” translations by Tobias of philosophical treatises—such 
as his Hebrew versions of the works of his teacher, Joseph al-Baslr— 
demonstrate this limitation beyond any doubt. One cannot help thinking 
that even Tobias’ contemporaries must have realized that the task was too 
ambitious for a vehicle as inadequate as was the Hebrew of the mid¬ 
eleventh century. 

More feasible, apparently, was the translation of legal books. These 
consisted of full-scale Books of Precepts (Sifre Mifwoth) —e.g., the 
oft-quoted code of Levi ben Yefeth—or of legal monographs on selected 
themes. The latter, too, if covering in their sum total the whole range of 
Jewish law, could eventually be referred to as a Book of Precepts. Such 
was, for instance, the case with al-BasIr’s series of monographs forming 
his Book of Investigation of Divine Ordinances (Kitab al-Istibsar fi-l- 
Fard’itf). 227 It is not surprising that from this class of literature came the 

227 As far as can be judged from the description of the extant portions of the work, 
Kitab al-Istibsar was perhaps never one unit in the ordinary sense. The appellation 
“Book of Precepts” lent to it (or, rather, to the Hebrew translation thereof) was 
obviously influenced by the familiar pattern of Sifre Mifwoth which Karaite Teachers 
were wont to produce. Cf. Eshkol hak-Kofer,99c, Alphabet 258 (above, 439, note 215); 
Frank 1, “Zur karaischen Bibliographic,” MGWJ, XXI (1872), 278; Schreiner, Der 
Kalam in der jiidischen Literatur, 33 (notes). In reality, however, such appellation 
was to a large degree a misnomer. Somewhat in line with the literary genre prevailing 
in the Rabbanite camp of the tenth and the eleventh centuries, al-Basir dealt with 
separate items of Karaite legislation in a monographic form. Sometimes, he, too, 
molded his material into a question-and-answer form, the way it was originally 
discussed at the sectarian academy in Jerusalem. Cf., e.g., the Tract on the ‘ Omer, 
described by Margoliouth, Catalogue Brit. Museum, II, 185, §596 (MS Or. 2570), 
which, in the opinion of Poznanski “parait egalement appartenir au ntsanDR^K anna.” 
See the latter’s review of Margoliouth’s Catalogue, Vol. II, in REJ, LI (1906), 158. 

Thus, individual monographs would pass as quasi-independent works. This explains 
why we have separate manuscripts for different portions of the Istibfdr, such as the 
Kalam fVl-Yerushshoth (Margoliouth’s Catalogue Brit. Museum, II, 180 f., §591, 
MS Or. 2576, fols. 1 -15; compare Poznanski’s review, op. cit., 157 f.), or the Tract on 
the ‘Omer just mentioned, etc. Indeed, a makala on the festivals was even independently 
translated into Hebrew as Sefer ham-Mo'adim (see below, 446). At the same time. 
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earliest Karaite legal texts to be translated from the Arabic into Hebrew. 
Nor shall we wonder, in the light of our previous analysis of legal trends 
in Byzantine Karaism, why the early eleventh-century Palestinian works 
in the field were particularly popular. These liberal works proved a most 
helpful companion in the crucial process of adjustment which confronted 
young Karaism in its new Byzantine home. 

Thus, Tobias personally translated al-Basir’s monographic Discourse 
on the Festivals (Sefer ham-Mo'adim) 22 ^ Likewise, the School of Tobias 
rendered into Hebrew at a very early stage the full version of Levi ben 
Yefeth’s Book of Precepts: Tobias himself referred to it already in the 
first volume of his Osar Nehmad. 22 ? Some time later, also the works of 
Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah, Jerusalem’s last (and somewhat less radical) 
Karaite authority, were included in the Translation Project. 230 Especially 
his Book of Incests (Kitab al- Arayoth), translated into Hebrew by Jacob 
ben Simon as Sefer hay- Yashar, carried great weight in the legal decisions 
of Byzantine Karaites. 231 

BIBLICAL COMMENTARIES 

However, of all the available types of Karaite literature, biblical exegesis 
enjoyed undoubtedly the greatest popularity. This was, first of all, due 

the different monographs were from the very outset referred to not only by their 
individual titles but also as components of the Istibfar. Cf., e.g., the colophon to the 
aforequoted Kalam fi’l-Yerushshoth, reproduced in Margoliouth’s Catalogue Brit. 
Museum, II, 181a, or the reference to Makalat al-Ma’akhaloth in the Tract on the 
‘Omer, Catalogue Brit. Museum, II, 185b. This simultaneous procedure of naming 
the separate chapters of the Istibfar both collectively and specifically indicates that 
al-BasIr intended to (and apparently did) cover the whole range of Jewish law. 

The above presentation of the gradual shaping of the Istibfar into a full-fledged 
Book of Precepts explains also the difference in time between the manuscripts of its 
individual components. Almost two decades have elapsed between the monographic 
treatment of the law of inheritance ( Kalam fi’l- Yerushshoth, copied or composed in 
1019; cf. the colophon in Catalogue Brit. Museum, II, 181a) and another portion of the 
book, copied or composed in 1036-37 (cf. the text and the references in my “Ibn 
al-Hiti and the Chronology of Joseph al-Ba$ir,” JJS, VIII, Nos. 1-2 [1957], 73, note 16, 
and 74). On the other hand, it goes without saying that the Hebrew compendia (such 
as the one excerpted from a St. Petersburg MS by Harkavy, Studien und Mittheilungen, 
III, 44 f„ notes 120-21, or the one which was in the hand of HadassT) summarized the 
book in toto, earning for it in this manner the general label of Sefer Mifwoth. 

228 See on it Steinschneider, Hebr. (Jbersetzungen, II, 944; Frank], Beitrdge zur 
Uteraturgeschichte der Karder, 7; Poznanski, Ofar Yisrael, V, 13a. 

229 Cf. above, 227, note 44. Tobias had probably in mind the Arabic original of 
Levi’s book. 

230 On Yeshu’ah’s position in between the more radical stand of his teacher, Joseph 
al-Ba$ir, and the old school, see-above, 83, and note 70. 

231 Cf. above, 188 f., and note 74. 

Tobias’ own role in the translation of Yeshu’ah’s writings has hitherto been greatly 
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to public reading of biblical material in the synagogue by both factions 
of Jewry (which gave rise to ceaseless debates over the correct interpreta¬ 
tion of the weekly scriptural portion). 232 It further was enhanced by the 
general accessibility of Scriptures to broader circles of readers. Moreover, 
preoccupation with the Bible was already viewed in the eleventh century 
as the accepted stamp of Karaite allegiance and called for a proper, 
Karaite-oriented understanding of the biblical text. Hence, translations 
of exegetical compositions from the Arabic surpassed in number and 
demand all other Hebrew Karaite writings in Byzantium. Especially the 


exaggerated. It probably did not go beyond the usual planning, moral encouragement 
and general scholarly guidance that were expected of a leader. At any rate, Tobias 
did not participate personally in the translation. The later Byzantino-Turkish traditions, 
invoked by modem scholars, to the effect that Tobias himself translated the works 
of Yeshu'ah and disseminated them in Byzantium, are plainly apocryphal. Cf. my 
critical analysis of the problem in “Elijah Bashyachi: An Inquiry Into His Traditions 
Concerning the Beginnings of Karaism in Byzantium” (Hebrew), Tarbiz, XXV (1955— 
56), 44-65, 183-201, and English summary. See also above, 324, note 57. 

232 The late fifteenth-century Kaleb Afendopolo asserted that in the period of the 
sect’s decline (some time in the thirteenth century), the Karaites made a decisive 
change in the procedure governing the reading of the scriptural portion in Synagogue. 
Up to that time, the weekly Karaite lesson coincided with that of the Rabbanites. 
This gave rise to constant bickerings and quarrels between the two sections of Byzantine 
Jewry over the correct interpretation of the recited scriptural text. Anxious to put 
a stop to these arguments, Karaite leadership moved the beginning of the annual 
reading-cycle from Tishri to NIsan. Only in the fifteenth century, following Karaite- 
Rabbanite rapprochement, was the old system restored. Cf. the excerpt from Kaleb’s 
Pathshegen Kethab had-Dath, reproduced by A. Danon, “Documents Relating to the 
History of the Karaites in European Turkey,” JQR (N.S.), XVII (1926-27), 168 f. 
also reprinted partly in Mann, Texts and Studies, II, 296 f., note 7). 

Whether or not Kaleb’s explanation is historically correct, there can be no doubt 
about the truth of the sect’s recollections concerning the weekly disputations between 
Karaites and Rabbanites on the subject of biblical exegesis: o»nan vn turn 

min ram Vs numn u>ns ds o’nainn B’tnpn ran sum nsnaa tninn ’triana D’rsn 
nmj’a nVni noupi npimaCn) nm mp® is mmVna o’inm. Characteristically, Kaleb stresses 
the role of mepharshe hat-tdrah, i.e., the available Byzantine Hebrew commentaries, 
as primarily responsible for the weekly manifestations of Karaite self-assertion. 

In addition to the weekly pentateuchal 1 esson, also the corresponding prophetic chapters 
read in the Synagogue gave rise to differences in interpretation between Rabbanites 
and Karaites. In this connection, the marked parallelism between the Order of Prophetic 
Readings ( haffaroth ) in both sections of Byzantine Jewry should especially be stressed. 
As correctly observed by L. Finkelstein, the ritual customary among the Byzantine 
Rabbanites “is remarkable not only for its difference from that usual among the 
[non-Byzantine] Rabbanites, but even more for its similarity to that of the Karaites.” 
Cf. Finkelstein’s “The Prophetic Readings According to the Palestinian, Byzantine, 
and Karaite Rites,” HUCA, XVII (1942-43), 423. The common text, going back to 
“common dependence on the Palestinian ritual” (Finkelstein, 424, 426), served as a 
standing invitation to exegetical polemics between the two factions, and made the 
biblical commentaries underlying such polemics very popular indeed. 
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biblical commentaries of Yefeth ben ‘All, the late tenth-century Pales¬ 
tinian Teacher, won the acclaim of Byzantine readers and were translated 
in their entirety. 

This, however, seems to have been a later development. Tobias, we 
remember, still considered the other Palestinian exegete of the tenth 
century, David ben Bo‘az, as equal in stature and authority to Yefeth ben 
‘Ali; he had built his Osar Nehmad on excerpts from the commentaries 
of both exegetes. 233 Yet, for various reasons, David’s Arabic work had 
not been translated in full. It ceased then to exert influence on the later, 
non-Arabic-speaking generations and, save for the Hebrew excerpts in 
0§ar Nehmad, it is now totally lost. On the other hand, the existence of 
Yefeth’s commentaries in a full Hebrew version made Yefeth the uncon¬ 
tested Karaite interpreter of the Scriptures. Consequently, the Byzantine 
Karaite compilation, Sefer ha-Osher, produced a generation or two 
after Tobias, is almost fully based on Yefeth’s exegesis. 

This brings us to the later stage of the Byzantine Literary Project. 
Unfolding through the years, Translation gradually accumulated 
experience and perfected its tools and techniques. In time, it overtook 
Compilation and became the spearhead of the Project as a whole. 
Translators paved the way for Compilers, providing them with new. 
Byzantine-translated material for a further production of Hebrew 
collections and anthologies. This development was also a natural corollary 
of the general growth of Karaism in the Empire. The more “byzantinized” 
was the sect since the end of the eleventh century, the more the use of 
Hebrew became a matter of necessity and not (as in the mid-eleventh- 
century) predominantly of ideology. 

Thus, Jacob ben Reuben did not have to resort anymore in the early 
twelfth century to sporadic Hebrew excerpts, accidentally translated 
by Byzantine students in Palestine. He had at his disposal a vast array 
of full-scale translations produced in Byzantium by Tobias’ disciples and 
successors. Unlike Tobias himself, who had to translate sections of 
Yefeth’s Commentary on Leviticus while compiling his Osar Nehmad, 
Jacob could utilize in his encyclopedic presentation of Karaite exegesis 


233 Also the Exodus-Leviticus Anonymous, which, as we remember, was composed 
some time after Tobias (in 1088; cf. above, 246, and note 94), frequently cites the 
sayings of David ben Bo‘az along with those of other Palestinian exegetes. Cf. the 
hitherto unpublished Leiden MS Warner No. 3, 54b: *ip m«h’ Rip:n p pine nr, 
while on 55b: v» w»rp ia!>nn [ns’=] ’bsiaK bv unr© nrt- Cf. further, e.g., 218a: toot 

- torp nr ’3 r’p:p ; or, 264b: p ms R’p:n iuviri; or, earlier in the book, 21b: pms ]» 

[pd: ima=]3 J '3 rsra pm R’p:n mns; etc., etc. No prevalence of (or preference for) 
the commentaries of Yefeth, such as manifested later in Sefer ha-'Osher, is yet in sight. 
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ready-made Hebrew versions of entire books, ranging over the whole 
biblical commentary of Yefeth ben ‘All. 

THE LITERARY PROJECT—AN EVALUATION 

The above reconstruction of the Byzantine Karaite Literary Project 
constitutes quite naturally the climax of the broader story unfolded all 
through the preceding chapters of this volume: the story of Karaism’s 
formative years on Byzantine soil. For, transcending whatever literary 
value it possessed, such a linguistically independent literary undertaking 
was the culmination of the century-long evolution of the sect in its 
new environment. 

Of course, the communal character, objective, and organization of the 
Project were primarily the work of a young, Byzantine-bom and Byzan¬ 
tine-oriented leadership. Credit for the unprecedented compilation 
and translation enterprise is due, first of all, to the eleventh-century 
Constantinopolitan Tobias ben Moses. It was he, we recall, who, after 
spending several years of his youth in Palestine under the tutelage of 
Joseph al-Basir, initiated and actively participated in the Project. No 
wonder later generations remembered Tobias mainly in connection with 
this activity. They honored him as ha-Obed, “the Servant [of God],’’ 
thus referring vaguely to the earlier part of his life and to his membership 
in the Order of Abele Siyydn at Jerusalem. 234 But they similarly extolled 
the quality of leadership which he displayed later, in Byzantium, when he 
conducted the Literary Project. Hab-Balyi they called him, 235 i.e., “the 
Proficient [in Karaite Law and Literature],” or ham-Maskil , 2i6 “the 
Erudite,” or, finally, ham-Ma'ti fc. 23 7 This latter title (stemming from 
the same root as ha'atalyah ) retained for a long time its original connota¬ 
tion of “Transmitter [of Karaite Lore],” but gradually began to absorb 
also the meaning of “Translator.” 238 

234 Cf. Aaron ben Elijah’s Gan 'Eden, 33d, 44c, 145b, 168c; Elijah Bashyachi’s 
Addereth Eliyyahu , Section Shaba'oth, Ch. Ill, 68a; Mordecai ben Nisan’s Dod 
Mordecai, 7b. See also Neubauer’s Aus der Petersburger Bibliothek, 147, No. 766. 

For the connotation of the title see above, 428, note 203. 

235 Cf., e.g., IfiUuk hak-gara’im we ha-Rabbanim, in Pinsker, Likkufe, App. XII, 106. 

236 So, for instance, HadassI, Eshkol hak-Kofer, 106c, end of Alphabet 281. 

237 Cf., e.g., Aaron ben Joseph’s Mibhar on Exodus, 71a (bottom); on Leviticus, 
41b (bottom); Aaron ben Elijah’s Gan 'Eden, 114a (top); Elijah Bashyachi’s Iggereth 
Gid han-Nasheh, preceding the Gozlow edition of Addereth Eliyyahu (unpaginated; 
our passage is in the fourth column of the first folio). 

238 On the double meaning of the verb prism see Zunz, Gesammelte Schriften, ID, 
65-67. 
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By a happy coincidence, both connotations reflect correctly Tobias’ 
indelible contribution to the subsequent history of Karaism. For his 
literary initiative, based to such a great extent on translation, was, in the 
full sense of the word, an epoch-making work of transmission —trans¬ 
mission, that is, of the sect’s tradition which Tobias and his colleagues 
had studied and observed in Palestine; transmission to Byzantium 
of the cumulative literary and scholarly attainment of four generations 
of Jerusalem masters; transmission of the new spirit of the Late Golden 
Age of Palestinian Karaism, showing the way toward an independent 
reinterpretation of the ancient lore and toward its further development 
on the banks of the Bosporus. 

But, however important in the eyes of the leaders, whether as weapon 
against Rabbanite and Mishawite adversaries of Karaism on the Byzan¬ 
tine scene or as a leavening agent in the educational process within the 
sect itself, Tobias’ undertaking would hardly have reached fulfillment 
had it not been eagerly and wholeheartedly espoused by the rank and 
file of the Byzantine Karaites. Hence, the success of the Hebrew compi¬ 
lation and translation activity is to be ascribed in no lesser degree to the 
local Karaite community as a whole. This activity heralded Byzantine 
Karaism’s coming of age, in terms of both its standing within Byzan¬ 
tine Jewry in general and its position in relation to the other Karaite 
branches the world over. It reflected the spiritual ripeness and communal 
maturity of these eleventh-century Byzantine heirs to the erstwhile 
Karaite immigrants from the Islamic East. Apparently, after several 
decades of inarticulate growth and expansion, the Karaites of Byzantium 
had reached that stage of economic stability and social consolidation 
which, with the prompting of external factors, called for self-expression 
in the field of religious thought, law and literature. 

This self-expression, as we have seen, was not necessarily original in 
substance and form, at first. But it was their own, i.e., spelt in terms they 
knew or coined to suit their specific conditions, and expressed in a 
language of their own choosing. Indeed, even such seemingly technical 
and unimaginative activity as translation is an expression of self-assertion. 
The greatest movements of religious self-assertion—this we know from 
history—began with translations. Thus, the new literature in Hebrew 
reflected the emancipation of Byzantine Karaism from the Arabic garb 
which clung to the Karaite movement for almost two centuries; the 
third and fourth generations of native Byzantine Karaites considered 
such garb incompatible with the Byzantine climate which was now 
their own. At the same time, responsible Byzantine observers must 
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have regarded Hebrew creativity, and the knowledge of Hebrew in 
general, as a healthy countercheck to the growing linguistic assimilation 
of the Byzantine-bom Karaite youth in the Greek environment. 239 

THE LASTING BRIDGE 

The Literary Project of the Byzantine Karaites was, then, a Byzantine 
phenomenon. Here was not a mechanical transplantation of Palestinian 
teachings into Byzantine soil. It was not a hasty transfer to the West 
of eastern spiritual Jewish treasures, because of some alleged feeling of 
impending catastrophe or because of a recognition of the East’s inevitable 
decline. 240 Nor was here a missionary scheme, a cunning plan for 
the “Karaization” of all world Jewry—a plan, which [as is frequently 
maintain ed] was supposedly master-minded by the Jerusalem leadership, 
although the actual performance was left to the instrumentality of By¬ 
zantine students and translators. 

Here was, we repeat, a genuinely Byzantine development, a local product 
of adjustment and of integration within local conditions. Here was a 
development dictated by the sect’s interests in Byzantium proper and 
guided by leaders, themselves Byzantines, who had their Byzantine 
flock in mind. Of course, the Jerusalem Teachers had a share in that 
great literary awakening of the Byzantine branch of the movement. Inso¬ 
far as they personally participated in the business of educating the 
first leaders of that branch, and insofar as their own creations were 
translated and read by the Byzantine Karaite public, their contribution 
to the Byzantine development was of the first order. But it was only 
an indirect contribution. The sense of need, the initiative, the plan of 
action, and the performance—they all were the Byzantines’ own. They 

Cf. above, 200. 

240 Such recognition permeates, e.g., the well-known epistle of Maimonides to the 
community of Lunel. Writing a century after Tobias, Maimonides saw no hope for 
Judaism in the once-glorious communities of the East, and expected the young Jewries 
of France, and of Western Europe in general, to take over the responsibilities which 
formerly were vested in the Jewries under Islam. Cf. the text published by Geiger, 
in I. Blumenfeld’s Osar Nehmad (not to be confused with the eleventh-century Karaite 
work!), n (1857), 3 f., and partly reprinted in Dinaburg [Dinur], Yisrael bag-Golah, 
n, Bk. 1,183: bur rVr »pr an nana pnpiVi nwa Vn nnnt> D’tfaK wpn nm i»ta -irpj rVp 
. o'saa min mas [mtaa=] n^ttn niaipan l>aa Van ..jiamwao neat dhki Vai tb’aib bnp=I 
^aai pR !>aa D’Vin maipa »ir inai ,mooia idis»bi mnn niVnvi manan an 
.. .anna ncrbe? nsutn baa nljun baai .. .D^an nxpa nair a^riR Rm nnR nana Rmo 
onR rVr mta uV irw. 

It is to be remembered, of course, that Maimonides had little respect for his Rabban- 
ite contemporaries in the Byzantine Empire. Cf. above, 256, note 19. 
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were developed along lines suiting Byzantine conditions; they answered 
the local needs of the Byzantine Karaite communities; they addressed 
themselves to the local Karaite inhabitants and to their non-Karaite 
neighbors on the Byzantine scene; and they formed the foundation of 
the Byzantine Karaites’ own concept of law and its proper observance. 

Indeed, the time has come to view Byzantine Karaite literature not 
only in the light of other Karaite creations the world over, but as part and 
parcel of general Jewish creativity in Byzantium. As such, the Karaite 
contribution to the entire harvest of Hebrew literature in the Empire 
—impressive both quantitatively and qualitatively and of more than a 
passing historical value—may change our general evaluation of the 
intellectual climate prevailing in Byzantine Jewry on the eve of and 
during the Crusades. 241 

With the subsequent shift of the centers of general Jewish and Karaite 
life to non-Arabic-speaking regions, the importance of the Byzantine 
Karaite Literary Project assumed a new dimension. For this shift caused 
many an Arabic-written classic in the fields of Jewish law, philosophy 
and exegesis to fall into oblivion. Frequently, it was not the intrinsic value 
of an Arabic-composed work but its availability in Hebrew translation 
that decided its survival and its continued influence on the non-Arabic- 
reading public. UnwUtingly, then—having rendered Arabic Karaite 
writings into Hebrew in order to serve their own local needs—the Karaites 
of the Empire had performed a significant job of conservation. 242 

This accomplishment had far-reaching consequences for the later 
development of the Karaite sect in the East European part of the contin¬ 
ent and for the nature of the sect’s spiritual equipment there. Through the 
Byzantine Hebrew channels, the new outposts of Karaism in the Crimea, 
in Lithuania, and in Poland could draw freely from the rich classical 
sources of the Karaite Golden Age. A lasting bridge was thus erected to 
span the distance in time and space between Palestinian Karaism and the 
later European extensions of the movement: tenth-century Jerusalem was 
linked with late medieval Troki and with nineteenth-century Gozlow 
through the fruitful mediation of the Karaite center in Byzantine 
Constantinople. 

241 Cf. above, 171, note 10. 

242 Frankl, Beitrage zur Literaturgeschichte der Karaer, 4; Poznafiski, Ofar Yisrael, 
V, 12b. 
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W hile eleventh-century Karaism in Byzantium 
was forging scholarly and literary tools in order to meet the 
challenge of its non-Karaite Jewish neighbors and of the 
Byzantine environment in general, crucial changes occurred on the 
international scene. These changes catapulted the young community 
on the Bosporus into a position of unexpected responsibility and posed 
before its leadership challenges of a much broader scope. 

THE AGE OF THE CRUSADES 

The storm descended suddenly. Hardly could the man-in-the-street, 
whether Rabbanite or Karaite, plying his trade in the P6ra suburb or 
preparing for a commercial voyage in the harbor of Attaleia, foresee 
the disaster that was to transform the map of the Near East and with 
it the fate of Jewry in the area. The critical blow came in the year 1071. 
Along with the Byzantine defeat in Manzikert, which proved a turning- 
point in the Empire’s history, came also the conquest of Jerusalem by 
the Seljuk Turks. 

To be sure, the decline of the Karaite center in the Holy City began 
even earlier. For reasons which are still unclear, the Karaite Patriarchate 
had already moved out of Jerusalem in the 1060’s and established itself 
in Fusfat under the auspices of the rich Karaite community there. But it 
was the Seljuk occupation which brought to a complete standstill all 
Jewish communal activity in the cities of Jerusalem and Ramlah, in 
which the majority of the Karaite population was concentrated. Whereas 
the geonic academy of the Palestinian Rabbanites, having passed to 
Tyre and Damascus, continued a meager existence under its old name, 
the Karaite spiritual center in the Bakhtawi Court of Jerusalem was 
silenced beyond remedy. The Late Golden Age of the Karaite movement 
came to an abrupt end. 

The Fatimid reconquest of Jerusalem in 1096 was but of short 
duration. Three years later the Crusaders entered Jerusalem. The 
remnants of the depleted Jewish community, comprised of Rabbanites 
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attitude of the sect’s own native membership in Byzantium was concerned, 
than did the former allegiance to Palestine. 

TIME FOR STRUGGLE 

This was, then, a time for struggle on three fronts: 

Struggle for continuity of a Palestine-oriented Karaism in a world in 
which Karaite Palestine no longer existed; 

Struggle for survival in the face of the growing menace of Rabbinic 
uniformity, while the uniformity of Karaism, once partly vouchsafed 
by the Jerusalem center, could not anymore be maintained; 

Struggle for self-determination of the Byzantine Karaite center and 
for its final emancipation from the sect’s ties with the East. 

From this triple struggle in the generations to come Byzantine Karaism 
arose victorious. The equipment for that victory was prepared back in 
the formative years of the sect on the Bosporus and in the Anatolian 
communities. It was the eleventh-century leaders, indebted [we remem¬ 
ber] to their liberal Jerusalem masters, who had laid the foundations for 
the future solutions of the crucial problems. True, the edifice built 
later on these foundations proved considerably different from what the 
Byzantine Karaite pioneers had originally intended. Processes initiated 
in the pre-Crusade era tended to run their own unpredicted course and to 
unharness dynamic forces which responded to new, hardly dreamed-of 
rules of behavior and development. Tobias ben Moses and his colleagues 
would no doubt have been surprised and grieved at some of the solutions 
which evolved from the principles they themselves had established. 

But, while subsequent developments diverged in some respects from 
the intentions of the early ideologists, the eleventh-century foundations 
proved stronger than their builders knew. In a Jerusalem-less Karaite 
world, following the 1099 catastrophe, the later Byzantine Karaites found 
materials ready for devising new compasses to steer them through 
novel perplexities, and stimuli strong enough for releasing new cohesive 
forces at the service of the movement. 

Further, the heirs to the eleventh-century Byzantine Karaite creativity 
succeeded in preserving a modicum of creative continuity, in spite of the 
ever more-engulfing “Rabbinization” of Jewish life. The inevitable Karaite- 
Rabbanite rapprochement was made into a constructive lever of sectarian 
advancement; new ways and ideas absorbed from the normative majority 
were organically woven into the outlook of the sect; and the inescapable 
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process of fossilization, encroaching on that which remained of the 
sect’s original separateness, was postponed for several more centuries. 

Finally, in the intra-Karaite contest for leadership of the Karaite 
world, Byzantine supremacy asserted itself with full confidence. The 
vigorous leaders of the Karaite center on the Bosporus provided the 
sect with scholarship and guidance which effectively substituted for 
the light once radiated by the Jerusalem academy. In time, they led 
the sect into new geographic domains and inspired its members toward 
new spiritual conquests. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 


A comprehensive, classified, up-to-date bibliography of Karaitica is an 
urgent desideratum. The following Bibliography does not purport to 
be fulfilling that need, not even with regard to Byzantine Karaism 
alone. It lists only those sources in the field of Byzantine, Islamic, 
Karaitic, and general Judaic studies which have been actually quoted 
in the course of the foregoing research. It amplifies these references 
by adding details which, for the sake of brevity, had to be omitted from 
the critical apparatus itself. 

Nevertheless, it is hoped that the SSO or so printed entries assembled 
here will not only assist the student in retracing the documentation on 
which the present study was based; they may, in their major part, 
form eventually the foundation for a full-scale bibliography of Byzan¬ 
tine Karaism to be compiled in the future. 

Throughout this volume, as well as in the Bibliography, a number of 
abbreviations were used. The following is the 


LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 


Bab. Tal. 

Babylonian Talmud 

Enc. or Enz. 

Encyclopedia or Enzyklopadie 

HUCA 

Hebrew Union College Annual 

JBL 

Journal of Biblical Literature 

JJS 

Journal of Jewish Studies 

JQR 

Jewish Quarterly Review 

JSS 

Jewish Social Studies 

MGWJ 

Monatsschrift flir Geschichte und Wissenschafl des Judentums 

N.S. 

New Series 

O.S. 

Old Series 

PAAJR 

Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish Research 

REJ 

Revue des dtudes juives 

RHR 

Revue d’histoire des religions 

VT 

Vetus Testamentum 

ZDMG 

Zeitschrift der deutschen morgenlandischen Gesellschaft 

ZfHB 

Zeitschrift fur hebraische Bibliographic 
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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

P. 4, note (end). Add also N. Wieder’s recent essay, “The Dead Sea Scrolls: Type 
of Biblical Exegesis among the Karaites,” in Between East and West, 75 if. ( See also 
the addenda below, to pp. 88 f., 94, and 332.) 

P. 20, line 9 from bottom. For reported for, read: reported in. 

P. 31, note 10 (end). For 956, read: 960. 

P. 32, end of bottom line. For 956 f., read: 961. 

P. 34, line 2. For possibile, read: possible. 

P. 35, line 3 from bottom. For pars, read: parts. 

P. 38, line 4 of footnote section. For Constantinople, read: Thessalonica. 

P. 41, note 36. See also Ben-Zvi’s Nidlte Yisrael (2nd ed.), 133. 

P. 44, note 47. Read: ben Mu’ammal. 

P. 50, note 63 (line 1). Read: ben Mu’ammal. 

P. 50, note 65 (line 4). Read: Hdsha'na. 

P. 55, note 74 (last line). Before now, insert: was. 

P. 56, lines 6-10 of the footnote section. See the addendum below, to p. 332. 

P. 67, note 21 (line 1). Read: Medieval Jewish Chronicles. 

P. 68, note 32 (line 2, beginning). Read: Courteille. 

Pp. 88 f., note 7. Yefeth’s allusions to the Carmathians have now been recalled also 
by Wieder, in the essay cited in our first addendum, 100 ff. 

P. 94, note 21 (end of second paragraph). See further Wieder’s essay, cited in our 
first addendum. 

P. 94, line 11 from bottom. Read: Schorstein’s. 

P. 112, line 2 from bottom of main text. Read: Maeander River. 

P. 121, note 120 (line 2, beginning). For VIII (Atlas), read: Volume of Maps. 

P. 129, first English paragraph of footnote section (line 6). For 1159, read: 1156. 
See also on this Seljuk sultan in Cambridge Medieval History, IV, s.v. Sanjar. 

P. 131, line 25 (beginning). Read: strengthened. 

P. 143, line 8 from bottom. After Cabrol, insert: and H. Leclercq. 

P. 143, note 215 (end). Another recollection of imperial restrictions imposed on the 
residence of Jews in Constantinople was preserved by Ibn Virga, Shebef Yehudah, 
Ch. XXVIII (p. 72 in Shohet’s edition). Unlike Starr, however (Jews in the Byz. 
Empire, 225, note to No. 176), the editor quite correctly refrained from implying 
dependence of this source on Benjamin of Tudela. 

P. 146, line 4 (beginning). For Marmara, read: Bosporus. 

P. 146, note 229. See also R. Janin, Constantinople byzantine, 418 (under “Galata”) 
and 423 f. (under “Pera"). 

P. 150, last line of main text. For became, read : become. 

P. 150, note 252. Significantly, also Petaljyah of Regensburg uses the term galuth 
when reporting briefly on the status of Byzantine Jewy. Cf. his Sibbub (ed. Griinhut), 
Hebrew Section, 36. 

P. 152, note 261. Comtino’s complaint is quoted here ftom a MS in the possession 
of the Ben-Zvi Institute, Jerusalem. 

P. 154, note 269, and p. 162, note 293. Seven years prior to ‘Obadyah (1481), Meshullam 
of Volterra also found 150 Karaite households in Cairo. However, his figure for the 
Rabbanite population in the city is somewhat different from that registered by 
‘Obadyah. See A. Yaari’s edition of Massa ‘ Meshullam mi-Volterra, 57, and the 
plausible interpretation of the data by Strauss [Ashtor], Toledoth hay- Yehudim 
be-Mifrayim we-Suryah, II, 419, 428. 
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P. 155, note 271 (line 1). For figuer, read', figure. 

Pp. 157 f. and 160. My evaluation of Benjamin’s population data for Byzantium and 
for the Muslim side under Egyptian rule does not lend indiscriminate endorsement 
to all the figures registered by the Spanish traveler in the different sections of his 
tour. Rather, it calls for discovering in each case the local or regional criteria which 
guided the traveler or his interlocutors in forming their estimates. J. Prawer’s 
general word of caution (Zion, XI11945-46], 79 f., and note 34) is, of course, well 
taken; nevertheless, it does not obviate, 1 believe, the conclusions arrived at in the 
present instance. On the reliability of the data from Egypt, see also D. Neustadt 
[Ayyalon], Zion, II (1937), 221 f. Strangely, however, Neustadt does not multiply 
Benjamin’s figures by three, as customary, notwithstanding his stress of the taxpayers* 
rolls as the basis for Benjamin’s information. 

Pp. 158 f., note 277.1 have followed the Adler version (i.e., the British Museum MS) 
in counting two leaders for Chios, as against the variant in the Asher text. The 
British Museum MS reading is borne out by the Casanatense MS; it was also 
accepted by Starr, Jews in the Byz. Empire , 232. 

P. 162, note 294 (line 3). For pehaps, read', perhaps. 

P. 170, note 7. Jacob ben Reuben’s characterizations constitute perhaps the literal 
Hebrew counterparts of the Greek dvvazoi (“the poweful”) and nivr\zeg (“the 
poor”). 

P. 181, note 47 (end). See also J. Ebersolt, Constantinople byzantine et les voyageurs 
du Levant, 41. 

P. 186, line 17. For od, read-, of. 

P. 187, last line of main text. For youth, read : youths. 

P. 197, line 11 from bottom. Read : Schorstein. 

P. 199, bottom line (beginning). Read-, thirteenth. 

Pp. 211 and 214 (against the claim to infallibility and prophecy). See also Kirlpsanl, 
Kitab al-Anwar (ed. Nemoy), ID, 624. 

PP- 217 f., notes 26-27. See also A. S. Halkin’s discussion of the Saadyan possition, 
on the basis of “R. Saadyah Gaon’s Introduction to the Commentary on the Pen¬ 
tateuch,” in the Louis Ginzberg Jubilee Volume, Hebrew Part, 129 ff. 

P. 242, note 52. See also Sahl ben Ma$liab, in Lilckufe, App. Ill, 22: nvn nil oi ’a 
mpnoa (sic!) rrsn. 

P. 245, note 91 (line 2, beginning). Read: Mu’ammal. 

P.260, note 28 (line 4). For meat-offering, read: meal-offering. 

P. 274 (on HapparsI and the Sadducees). It is immaterial, at this juncture, whether the 
medieval authors were right in associating the solar calendar with Yehudah HapparsI. 
For all we know, HapparsI may have been merely describing, not endorsing, the 
ancient procedure. See Poznanski’s remark to this effect, in Reshumoth (O.S.), I 
(1918), 215. Nor is it relevant here that Kirkisanl and his successors were apparently 
confusing the Sadducees with the Zadokite [i.e., Qumrin] sectaries (on whom see p. 
379, and note 62 there). For it is precisely these unhistoric conceptions that molded 
the views and attitudes of the eleventh-century Karaite and Rabbanite writers which 
are the subject of our study. 

P. 274, and note 64. Notwithstanding their resemblance, the accounts of £irkisani 
and of Yeshu’ah ben Yehudah contradict each other. The former, asserting that 
Benjamin an-Nahawendi fixed the be ginning s of all months (other than Nison 
and Tishrl ) “by computation,” implies a Rabbanite-like pattern of 29 and 30 days, 
intermittently, rather than equal 30-day mensal units, as clearly stated in the 
Yeshu’ah text. In fact, even some later passages in the Yeshu’ah fragment proper 
(cf. p. 178 of Harkavy’s edition) lend themselves to a similar interpretation. Thus, 
while maintaining that “our months of festivals and precepts (msai ansia 'Bin, 
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i.e., Nisan and Tishri ) are subject to lunar observation,” Benjamin is reported to 
have advocated the rule of nw nsttwi o’hpb uip pirn tn» b’ipIup inn enn. The text 
clearly needs further elucidation, which, however, cannot be undertaken in 
this connection. Suffice it to stress here again that precisely its vague formulation 
influenced the interdenominational polemics of the period under review. 

P. 274, line 4 from bottom (Arabic text). For jjuli, read : jjuH. 

P. 279, line 2 from bottom. After nap, insert-, pan. 

P. 281, line 10, and line 4 from bottom. Read: fanavdflarov. 

P. 286, last but one line of the main text. Read-, shohafim. 

P. 288, line 3 from bottom. For 1899-1900, read: 1900-1. 

P. 290, note 113. For 215, read: 263. 

P. 291, note 115 (line 1). For agaist, read: against. 

P. 294, note 4 (end). See also M. Zucker’s remark in PAAJR, XXIII (1954), Hebrew 
Section, 34 (and note 37). 

P. 298, note 17 (line 1, end). For 1899-1900, tend: 1900-1. 

P. 310, and note 43. Al-Kumisi is clearly answering here Pirkoi ben Baboi and kindred 
Babylono-centrics who interpreted Zech. 2:11 to mean .. 3aa ra napv »ui>»n ji»s ’in 
k!>k n !> n n n k a n i> i tt a pm ...msBai mwa pa*ixBV k!>k it’s pai 

na»p»!> -Cf. B.M. Lewin’sedition in Tarbiz, II(1930-31), 396. 

P. 312, last two lines of main text. For deprecating the glory, read: lifting the burden- 

P. 312, note 46 (line 3). For 'n, read: n\ 

P. 321, note 52 (line 11, beginning). For p«a, read: li]'»«a. 

P. 332, lines 9-13 of the footnote section. The same was noticed by Wieder in his 
recent essay (cited in our first addendum), 98, and note 86 thereto. Wieder identified 
the Arabic original as Yefeth ben ‘All’s Commentary on Canticles. The indebtedness 
of Jacob ben Reuben to Yefeth was, indeed, stressed time and time again all through¬ 
out this volume. 

P. 345, line 20. For rotoed, read: rooted. 

P. 347, bottom line (beginning). Read: in connection. 

Pp. 350 f., note 138. In referring to “Hai, the head of the Academy,” as Hai ben David, 
I followed Pinsker’s Likkufe (whence comes our first quotation). However, Bomstein 
(Sokolow Jubilee Volume, 158, note 1) suggested on excellent grounds that Hai 
ben NaJjshon is meant here. 

P. 351, line 10 from bottom. For preferred, read: reproduced from the British Museum 
MS. 

P. 360, note 14 (beginning). After Ibid., insert: on Leviticus. 

P. 395, top line. Read: that at no time. 

P. 413, bottom line. Add: and in Tobias ben Moses’ exhortation quoted above, 250, 
note 103. 

Pp. 431 f. The importance of Leviticus is also reflected in the long-winded design of 
Yeshu'ah ben Yehudah’s commentary on that part of the Pentateuch. “The imagina¬ 
tion staggers [says J. Leveen, when commenting on the extant fragment] at the size 
of the complete commentary if one takes this fragment as a criterion of its extensive¬ 
ness.” Leveen explains this phenomenon by pointing to the Karaites’ preoccupation 
with questions of ritual purity which, of course, are dealt with in Leviticus. He 
overlooks, however, the fact that the third Book of Moses encompasses also the 
Jewish calendar of fasts and feasts, the dietary rules and the laws of incest and 
levirate which were of paramount importance in the history of Karaite-Rabbanite 
polemics. See Leveen’s essay on “Saadya’s Lost Commentary on Leviticus,” in 
Saadya Studies (ed. by E.I.J. Rosenthal), 78 ff. 
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AbE 

Aaron b. Elijah 

AbJ 

Aaron b. Joseph 

Bab. 

Babylonia, Babylonian(s) 

Bab-... 

Babylonia-, Babylono-... 

BaJ 

Babylonian Jew(s), Babylonian 
Jewish 

BaK[m] 

Babylonian Karaite(s), Baby¬ 
lonian Karaism 

BaM 

Babylonian Mishawite($) 

BaR[m] 

Babylonian Rabbanite(s), Ba¬ 
bylonian Rabbinism 

Bash. 

Elijah Bashyachi 

BenN 

Benjamin an-Nahawendi 

BKLP 

Byzantine Karaite Literary 
Project 

BoT 

Benjamin of Tudela 

ByJ 

Byzantine Jew(s), Byzantine 
Jewish 

ByK[m] 

Byzantine Karaites), Byzan¬ 
tine Karaism 

ByM[m] 

Byzantine Mishawite(s), Byzan¬ 
tine Mishawism 

ByR[m] 

Byzantine Rabbanite(s), Byzan¬ 
tine Rabbinism 

Byz. 

Byzantine(s), Byzantium 

Chr. 

Christian(s) 

DaK 

Daniel al-KumisI 

EgJ 

Egyptian Jews(s), Egyptian 
Jewish 

EgK[mJ 

Egyptian Karaite(s), Egyptian 
Karaism 

EgR[m] 

Egyptian Rabbanite(s), Egyp¬ 
tian Rabbinism 

ELA 

Exodus-Levitlcus-Anonymous 

J. 

Jew(s), Jewish 


JbR 

Jacob b. Reuben 

JeK 

Jerusalem Karaite 

K. 

Karaite(s) 

Km 

Karaism 

Kirk. 

Jacob al-Xfrfcisani 

LbY 

Levi b. Yefeth 

M[m] 

Mishawite(s), Mishawism 

Mish. 

Mishawayh al-'Ukbari 

MoZ 

“Mourners of Zion” 

ON 

Ofar Nehmad 

Pal. 

Palestine, Palestinian(s) 

Pal-... 

Palestine-, Palestino-... 

PaK[m] 

Palestinian Karaite(s), Pales¬ 
tinian Karaism 

PaR[m] 

Palestinian Rabbanite(s), Pales¬ 
tinian Rabbinism 

R. 

Rabbanite(s), Rabbinic 

Rm 

Rabbinism 

SbM 

Sahl b. Ma$liah 

SbY 

Salman b. Yerufcam 

SpJ 

Spanish Jew(s), Spanish Jewish 

SpK[m] 

Spanish Karaite(s), Spanish 
Karaism 

SpR[m] 

Spanish Rabbanite(s), Spanish 
Rabbinism 

SyK[m] 

Syrian Karaite(s), Syrian Ka¬ 
raism 

SyR[m] 

Syrian Rabbanite(s), Syrian 
Rabbinism 

T[mj 

Tiflisite(s), Tiflisism 

TbE 

Tobias b. Eliezer 

TbM 

Tobias b. Moses 

Till. 

Abu ‘Imran at-Tiflisi 

YbA 

Yefeth b. ‘All 

YbY 

Yeshu‘ah b. Yehudah 
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Aaron b.Elijah,“the Nicomedian," "the Younger”; 
and Ibn Ezra, 75n; and Km in Nicomedia, 
132n, 135f*; and Nicomedian Jewry, 132*, 
137*; anti-M polemics, 372nf, 3B4n, 389n, 
435n; biography of, 132-36*; Byz. outlook of. 
136n; contradictions in statements of. explained 
by Bash., 236; epithets for TbM, 449n; familiar 
with all ON note-books, 435n; formulated K. 
marriage contract, 343n; indebted to: Kirk., 
372nf, 389n; TbM, 372nf, 384n, 435n 
on: Bab. cal. doubts, 30Sn; calendar, 136n, 
292n; intra-K cal. discrepancies, 340, 340nf, 
352n; Jubilee, 282n; K-R discrepancy over 
Rosh-Hodesh , 333 n. 347*; LbY’s report On 
cancellation of Purim, 326n; ‘omer, 278n, 
435n; Passover incident, 272*, 347*; Tobias 
Doctrine, 233n, 234*. 239 
Aaron b, Joseph, "the Elder": 132; and Ibn Ezra, 
75n, 372n; and Nissi b. Noah, 241n; and 
Saadyah, 300n; anti-M polemics, 372n; 
arrangement of K. prayerbook, 236; as presen¬ 
ted by Bash., 236; Commentary of, ed. by 
Firkowicz, 3Qn, 6In, 213n; epithet for TbM, 
449n; indebted to TbM, 372n; Kelli Yofi by, 32n 
on: ByK adoption of cycle system, 340*; 
customary laws, 232n; early K. translators, 
191*; K-R cal. discrepancy in Sulkhat, 60n; 
R. tradition, 232n; Talmud and the K., 241*. 
243n; transmission of "all Israel,” 232n 
Aarons, “the two —,” 75nl 
Ab (month), intra-K cal. discrepancy over, 317n 
Abattoirs, public, of J. comm., 286 
'Abbasid: authority, and the spread of Bab. 
Talmud, 13; Caliphate, see Caliphate, A.; 
civilization, effect on Jewry, 12, 14, 315; 
era, and messianic sectarianism, 11-17; 
rule, see Caliphate 

Abel [Abellm], title of MoZ, 5On, 4l9n, 427-29*. 

See also "Mourners of Zion"; Mourning 
Abele Siyyon, see “Mourners of Zion" 

Abib [early ripened barley]; Babylonian, 305f*; 
Egyptian, 300* 

Palestinian: accepted by K. majority in 10th 
and llthC, 317n; and AbJ, 300n; and ‘Anan, 
294f*. 300n, 305f*; and communication with 
Pal., 299, 323f; and DaK. 299*, 309*. 317; 
and EL A, 300n; and K. anti-Talmudism, 
343f; and K. marriage contract, 295-99*, 
343*; and K. separatism, 294; and LbY, 
299nf, 303f*, 317; and lunar observation, 
299,344f, 347, 351f; and Mubashshir Hallevi, 
300n; and "Pal-vs-Bab" contest, 301, 305-9, 
315f, 318n; and precalculated calendar, 3|7n, 
334; and problem of distance from Pal., 
306n, 308*, 321*; and R. pietists, 323; and 
Saadyah, 299, 300*; and urban population, 
322; as the K. cal. determinant, 186n, 270f, 
292f, 317n, 345; ByK query on. 324-26*; 
deviation from, by: BaK, 303-17*, 381; 


post-Crusade ByK, 37In, 339-44*. 345; SpK, 
345f • 

difficulties in sighting of, 321, 322-24*; 
early ripening of, and Purim, 326, 340n; 
emigration to Pal. or surrender of, 320f; 
failure of system, 339-44, 454; history of, 
299-344* 

in: ByKm alter destruction of JeKCenter, 
337-39*, 454; early ByKm, 317n, 318; 
EgKm, 136n, 317n. 3411*; PaKm, 299*. 
304, 306f, 322f, 326f, 337, 340-44; SyKm, 99n, 
341f, 342n 

intra-K discrepancy over, 3l7nf, 340f*; 
K-R feuds over, problem of records, 327f, 
345; late ripening, effect of, 327*, 340n; 
messages [reports] on; an annual necessity, 
292; delays in, 323-26; extant sample of, 
329n; timely arrival of, 326-34, 337 

R. jokes on, 323*; regional rift in Km 
caused by, 341-44*; Thessalonican feud 
over, 32B-35*, 340n; "Zionist” arguments 
in favor of, 299*, 31 On 
Abib-seekers, 304n, 340 
Abishai of Zagora, 199n 
Abjuration formula, for Byz. entering Chi. 

faith; and Km, 26*. 280-83* 

Abkhazia, 126 

Ablutions, ritualistic, 16, 254* 

Abraham Bali, 237n 
Abraham b. ‘Azriel, 95n 
Abraham ibn Daud: against YbY, 207n, 346n, 
359n; and BoT, 34f; and TbE, 269*, 355f*. 
358f, 359n, 363; anti-K pamphlet of, 67, 
356; Arab-educated, 363; aware of popularity 
of YbA in Spain, 3S9n; biased summary of 
K. lit. creativity by, 34f*, 359n, 365n; conceding 
no evolution of J. law, 359; dismissing PaK 
and EgK as insignificant, 35; ignoring ByKm 
altogether, 35; in the light of Genizah finds, 
35; monolithic presentation of world Jewry by, 
35, 35nl; not accusing SpK of foreignness, 363 
on: absence of tradition among K., 35n; 
excommunication of K., 41 n; Ibn at-Taras, 
80n, 359n; intra-R diflerences, 269, 358; 

K. schism, 33n; Khazars, 66f, 67n, 70, 74n; 
rise of SpKm, 34f, 34n, 80n, 346n; Sabbath 
candles. 269*. 355n, 358 
Abraham ibn Ezra: against ByR homilies, 
256*; and M„ 352n, 378n, 387n. 413; Byz. 
supercommentary on. 199n; combatted by 
AbJ, 372n; double-talk ascribed to, by Bash.. 
236; Epistle on the Sabbath by, 387n, 397n; 
influence of, on later ByK commentators, 
75nf; influenced by PaK exegesis, 75n, 207n, 
378n 

on: Abu*l-Faraj Harun, 185n; Jewishness 
of evening-to-evening count of days, 378n, 
397n; manner, 74n; Yehudah Happarsl, 
274n 
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ABRAHAM IBN EZRA 


used term: ha'atakah, 224a; “Sadducees,” 
for K. p 397n 

-'s Yesod Mora, 152n 
Abrabam al-Kostantini, 428nf 
Abrabam Maimunl, 2541, 25 Sn 
Abrogation, 412f 
Abu ‘Ali Yefeth b. Abraham, 50n 
Abu Hanifa, 364 

Abu'l-Faraj Harun, 50, 185nf, 207, 417n 
Abu’l-Fida, on Constantinople, 181 a 
Abu Imran at-Tiflisl [Musa az-Za'faiani]: 276n, 
368n, 369-71*, 372n, 408; active In Armenia, 
65n, 128 

Abu 'Isa of Isfahan. 8, 16, 214, 214nf, 274*, 381n 
Abu-s-Surrl, see Sahl b. Masliah 
Abu Tahir, 89n 
Abydos, 116n 

Academic circle, IL, and Mm, 391*; a. divergen¬ 
ces, K-R, 291n; a. hierarchy, R., 199n; a. 
titles, R., 53n, 199n 

Academies, Academy, see Geonic Academies; 
Karaite Academy 

Academies, heads of, see Geonim 
Acrosticfs), in TbM’s piyyutim, 352n, 418nf 
•Ada, 208* 

Adam (biblical), 270, 349 
Adar (month), intercalation of, 306n, 326f, 
327n, 334, 345 
Second Adar, 306n 
'Adath Deborlm, 125*, 126 

Addereth Ellyyahu, see Elijah Bashyachi 
Adjustment: ByK: and BKLP, 451; and calendar, 
325, 339, 344; and consumption of fowl with 
milk, 289; and Pal-centricism, 322, 454; and 
TbM, 250, 260 (see TbM); dangers of, 245-48; 
saved Km, 203; served well by liberal PaK 
works, 446 

different approaches to, 239; T„ to ‘Abbasid 
civilization, 12; K., to R. majority, 223, 
233; of K. law, in Pal., 205-8; problems of, 
confronting ByK, 25, 169, 192n 
Adjustments: and Pal-centricism, 321; cal, 
end the Wr, 277; caused by social contacts, 
354; early ByK: almost imperceptible, 204, 
251; leading to sweeping innovations later, 251 
enabled by expanded ha'atakah, 23 If 
Adriano pie, Adrianopolitan, 150-52*, 153, 163 
"Adrianopolitan School” in Km. 151n 
Aegean; coast, trans-Anatolian highway to, 
103, 105, 107n; Islands, 113, 156 
Afcndopolo (K. surname), 199, 200n. See also 
Kaleb Alendopolo 

Agapios, Patriarch of Antioch, lOOnf 
Agarenes, 92n 

Aggadah, Aggadoth, R., 39n, 240*, 259n, 264f*. 
See also Anthropomorphic; Homilies; Mid* 
rash(im); Talmud 

Agricultural, Agrarian: data from Pal: and 
‘Anan in Bab., 306*; and urban K. population, 
3221*; collected by EgK and SyK emissaries, 
341f; observed by ByJ pilgrims and students, 
277; required by K. calendar, 307, 322, 344 
laws in Km: 181, 181nf; and Jubilee, 282n 
Agriculture, K. and R. in, 180-82* 

Aharoabn [Late Sages], and calendation, 348-50* 
Ahasuerus (biblical), 67 
Ahima'as, Chronicle of, 179* 

‘Ain Zarba, 95, 98n 
Aleppo, 90*. 97n. 98f*, 155*. 34 If 
Alexandria, Alexandrian, 46-48*, lOOnf, 112n, 
192, 341f 

Alexios I Comnenus, 1 lQn, 347 
'Ali b. Israel AUuf, 185n 
'Ali b. Suleiman, 66n, 69n 
Aliens: in Byz., 103* 138*, 150*, 362f, 363n; 
mistrust of, In early K-R polemics, 363n; 
purchasing pools by, I70n. See also Foreigners; 
Foreignness; Strangers 

Allegiance, to Muslim culture, and ByKm, 


202f, 364f, 455f. See also Denominational 
a.; K. a. 

Allegorical method, Allegory, 264, 398. _ 
Allusions, see Bible; Biblical a.; Political a. 
Alphabetical piyyutim , of Hadassi, 240n 
Alyah, see Fat-tail 

Amaseia, 113, 120f, 121n, 122f *, 127, 153 
Ambivalence [ambiguity] of statements: ascribed 
to medieval intellectuals, 235f*; in the Tobias 
Doctrine, 234 

America, American, 192f, 192n, 194 
‘Amidah [Eighteen Benedictions], 63 
Amisus, 107*, 120, 122n 
Amittay, 179n 
Amonites, 73 

Amorium, 1061, U4n, 115*, 117 
'Amnm (biblical), 270 
Analogical deduction, 17, 216f, 221, 226n, 273 
{see also Hekkesh ; Klyas ) 

'Anan b. David; admits Bab. crop as cal. deter¬ 
minant, 305*, 306; and Abu Hanifa, 364; 
and ‘Ananites, 22; and BenN, 8, 21, 61n, 212, 
217n, 294; and DaK, 19, 22. 211, 21 Inf, 367n, 
368*, 420n; and earlier sectaries, 5, 7f, 367; 
and exilarchic succession, 15, 295n; and 
individualism, 211, 216, 421; and infallibility, 
211; and Islam, 294f*, 364; and Isma'il al- 
‘Ukbari, 367nf; and later sects, 367f*; and 
sectarian lit. creativity, 7; and Mishawayh, 
405nf; and MoZ, 16f; and other ascetics,16; and 
rationalism, 211; and the Written Law, 17; 
and Yebudai Gaon, 13 
Arab historians on, 38n-40n, 294n, 305 
306a; asceticism of, 16f; Babylono-centricism 
of, 305; bibliography on, 33n; Book of 
Precepts by, 17, 210*, 300n; brings geogr. 
shift in J. sectarianism, 14; counters Talmud 
with his own, 17; criticized by PaK, 211; 
Davldic descent of, 14-16. 99n; descendants 
of, 15, 99n; diasporic self-segregation 

preached by, 16; disavowal of, by 9thC 
Km, 19, 22 (see also DaK); divergence of, 
from normative practices, 17f; Doctrine or 
(‘Ananite Maxim), 209-12*, 213, 420n; 

emergence of, 5, 7f; failure of, inherent, 
19; fundamentalism of, a misnomer, 17, 
209; Galutho-centricism of, 16f, 22, 305f; 
ideal of study as viewed by, 249n; indebted 
to R., 17; intellectualism of, sets Km apart 
from earlier sects, 18, 209; Intercalates 

Shebat, 306n; marks change in composition 
of J. sectarianism, 18; “Mourning” of, 
16f; national program of, 16; not a common 
denominator for all sects, 367; not a Pal- 
centric, 16f, 305nf; not envisaging complete 
cal. Independence from Pal., 306; observance 
of ancient customs by, 16 
on: ablb, 294f, 300n. 305f*, 308n; dyeing 
skins of unclean animals, 177n; fire burning 
on Sabbath, 266; lunar observation, 294f; 
“morrow after the Sabbath,” 276n; Sabbath 
sacrifices, 405n; sha'atnes, 175nf; status 
of Priests, 16; synagogue in Diaspora, 16, 
182n; 30-day month, 274*; tithes, 182n 
provides J. sectarianism with: Davidlc 
leadership, 14-16; first Book of Precepts, 
17; scholarly foundations, 17f _ 

Rabbinic scholar, 15, 240; reading into the 
Bible existing sectarian practices, 17, 210; 
schism of, R. accounts of, 15, 294f*, 364; 
scholarly method of, 17; stringency of, 16 
uses: Aramaic, 17, 210; whole Bible, not 
Pentateuch alone, for hermeneutics, 17, 209 
‘Ananism [‘Ananite Km], 14f, 18f, 21, 217, 
368f, 372 (see also Anti-'Ananism) 

'Ananite: lore [doctrine, school, etc], 18, 216, 
243, 314, 368*. 369; schism, 367 (see also 
Anti-'Ananite) 

post-*Ananite: generations, 243; sects, 36 
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pre-‘Ananite movements, 7-11, 14, 364 

’Ananites, 22, 211, 229n, 276n, 403nf 
Anathema, in Byz. abjuration formula, 280-82 
Anatolia, 47n, 102f, 108, 136. 323. 386 
Anatolian Peninsula: 109, 113, 130f, 156; J. 
in. see J. in; K. in, see K. in; skirted by BoT, 
113, 155f; T., not reported in, 370. See also 
Asia Minor 

Anatolian roads, 102, 104-10*, 130f (see also 
Trans-Anatolian Highway); A. shores [coast], 
107, 109. 386 

Ancyia, 106f, 120, 121n, 127* 

Andronikos Dukas, 145n 
Angel Intermediary, K. discussion of, 29In 
Animals: oflerable, consumption of meat of, 
16; non-oSerable. fats of, 390; ritually unclean, 
dyeing and tanning the skins of, 177 
Anonymity, of early ByK writers and works, 
438f 

Aashe Galuth [People of Dispersion], 310*, 311 
Anshe ha-Ha'aiakah [Transmitters], 226n 
Anshe Mlkra [People of Scripture], 297 
Antaliyah, 47n (see Attaleia) 

Anthony of Novgorod, 143, 147n 
Anthropomorphic, Anthropomorphism, 240*, 
256n, 259n, 264f, 393n 
Anti-'Ananism, 367n 

Anti-‘Ananite: gibes [bias], 211, 21 Inf; move¬ 
ments, 368f, 368n, 372 
Anti-Babylonian R. front, 13 
Anti-biblical, R. lists of Bible difficulties not —, 
but anti-K, 409n 

Anti-Christian: decrees of al-Halrim, 104n, 
167n; statements: by Hadassi, 28n; by SbY, 166 
Anti-Jcwish: feelings: in Constantinople, 141*, 
176; in Jerusalem, 165, 166n 
polemics: Chr, 40n; Muslim, 38nf 
policy: by Basil I, 85, 160, 164; by bishop 
of Khonal, 113, 115nf; by al-Hakim, 104a, 
167*; by Leo IH, 164; by Romanus Leca- 
penus, 68*. 85*. 86. 160, 164f, 166n, 168 
restrictions, of residence in Constantinople, 
143* 

Anti-Karaite: activity: of Isaiah of Trani, 255*; 
of Malmonides, 234, 255n; of SpR dignitaries, 
56n, 359n; of TbE, see TbE 
arguments, in Byz., summarized in LekahTob. 
263 ;lists of Bible difficulties, 409n; mesages from 
Egypt, 335; polemics: accounts of K. schism 
ln,294f*; bibliography of.33n; conducted in Heb¬ 
rew in Byz., 426; denouncement by association 
in, 275, 389-94; in Thessalonican R. convo¬ 
cation, 335; lit., and punitive action, 350f; 
not concerned with contemporaneous K. 
data, 32; of Lekah Tab, only when biblical 
text warranting, 262, 356. See also R. polemics; 
Abraham ibn Daud; Saadyah; TbE 
And-Khazar(istn), 73n, 74 
Anti-Misha wife polemics: 275, 372, 372nf, 

378*. 393f, 396, 416; by TbM, see TbM 
Anti-Muslim [anti-Islamic]: feelings, 76; predic¬ 
tions, by YbA, 76, 78, 89n, 95; statements: 
by SbY, 165*; by YbA, 166 
Anti-Palestinian competitive element, absent 
in Byz. Jewry, 320 

Anti-Rabbanite: complaint of TbM, 268n (see 
TbM); connotation of ha'atakah, by SbM, 
225*; missiles of JbR, 332n (see JbR); move¬ 
ments of 9thC, also anti-'Ananite, 368f, 371*, 
372; polemics, see K. p., and under individual 
K. authors; rebellion [resistance, dissent], 
7, 14, 305 

Anti-Saadyan campaign [critique, polemic, etc.], 
23f, 44n, 260*, 288n, 300, 300nf, 376*, 432 
Anti-sectarian: allusions, ByR, 331, 33 Inf; 

fight, over ablb, 300. See also Anti-’Ananite; 
Anti-Karaite; Anti-Mishawite; R. polemics 
Anti-talmudic: camp, split in 9thC, 219f, 314, 
390; K. Lit. activity, 240n, 365; polemics. 


39nf; protest, 367, 381. See also Anti-Rabbanite 
Anti-Talmudism, 240-42, 343 (see also Talmud) 
Antioch, 89, 90n, 95, 97*. lOln 
Antiochians, transferred to Greece, 98n 
Antiquity: ascribed to R. calendar, 270*; claimed 
for cal. cycle by later K., 344*; K. claim to, 
enhanced by ancient sectarian Halakhah, 
20f; of tradition, 359 
Apameia, 107, 113, 114n 
Apartments, rent of, 179f 
Apocalypse, of Daniel, 76, 78, 88nf, 94f*, 165f*, 
365n 

Apocalyptic literature, J. medieval, 89n, 93n 
Apocrypha, Apocryphal literature, 408, 413 
(see also Enoch; Jubilees ) 

Apologetics, Apologias, Apologises), 206, 261, 
265f, 271, 356 
Apostasy, see Conversion 
Appeals: emotional, in Byz., 256f; for settlement 
in Pal., 21-23, 55n, 187*, 299; for uniformity 
of Km, 219-21*; for unity in calendation, 
270, 307*, 311, 349f, 349n-51n; to history, 
362n 

Appellation: "Jews," embracing K. everywhere, 
38*; of M., 383, 383nf 
Arab accounts of Km: 38-40*, 294n, 305f*; 
adapting K. sources, 39n, 294n, 305 
A. conquests, 10, 108, 116; A. historians, 
6. 38-40*, 68, 98. 294n, 305f*; A. pirates, 
see Piracy; A. polemicists, on Km, 38-40* 
Arabian Empire, 10 

Arabic: among ByK: 190-93, 416f; and Its 
appropriateness, 202, 365, 418, 450; and rise 
of ByK Hebrew literature, 190-93, 416; com¬ 
pared with Yiddish of American J., 192 
and Saadyah. 225f, 226n, 423; ByK Hebrew 
tr. from: 30. 49, 188-93*, 332n, 417, 443f; 
and JbR, 197, 332n; and Marpe la-'Esem, 
429n; of exegetical works, 447-49; of legal 
works, 445f; of pbd. works, 444f; of works 
of al-Basir, see Joseph al-Basir; some unintel¬ 
ligible without original, 192. See also K. 
in Byz. — BKLP, and under individual 
names of authors and translators 
influence of, on Hebrew terminology of TbM, 
423n 

Arabic channels of Greek influence, 194n; A. 
class notes, 417f, 417n; A. classics, K., 30, 
189f, 417, 443f, 452; A. clauses and words, 
in ByK Hebrew works, 190n, 192f, 424-26; 
A. climate of Egypt, and K. lit continuity, 
455; A. fihrist of Eshkol hak-KoJer, 28n; 
A. formula after the dead, 420n; A. Genizah, 
117n, 191n; A. Imprint on Byz. coins, 97n 
A. language: of abib message of K. Patriar¬ 
chate, 329n; of ByK co mmuni cation with 

PaK and EgK, 191; of ByK scholars and 
travelers, 192; of commercial and personal 
correspondence, 191*; of early K. in Byz., 
193; of JeKAcademy, 192, 417f, 417n; 

of K. literature till llthC, 364; of philosophy 
and science, 192 

A. lectures, and Hebrew notes, 418, 424; 
A. literature, K., and the problem of ByK 
eplgoni, 7f. 30f; A. originals: compared 

with Heb. tr., 30*; of YbA, 77, 197nf, 
258, 261n, 350; superseded by Heb. versions, 
30 

A. preamble to marriage contract, 317n; A. 
source: of Safer ha-'Osher on Cant, 56n, 332n; 
on Mish., and the Hadassi account, 373f, 
374n, 383nf; on Tlfl., 370, 371n 

A. spelling, and the Hebrew, 384n; A. 
text of Murshtd, misunderstood, 344n; A. 
texts, PaK, underlying ByK compilations, 
176, 184, 197nf, 258, 26In, 444-49*; A. 
terms [terminology]: an-nakl, Hebrew equi¬ 
valents of, 225, 227n, 230nf; for "God," 
423n; for precious atones, 290n; Greek 
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ARABIC 


equivalents of, in Se/er ha-'Osher, 177; 
legal, 208*, 223*, 223*. 229nf 
A. translation of Heb. terms, 423*; A. 
transliteration of Heb. biblical verses, 417 
Arabic-speaking: centers of I. culture, decline of, 
30, 432; communities: Byl contacts with, 
continued, 117n. 191*; communal correspon¬ 
dence between, in Hebrew, 191n 
JeK Masters, 417f; JeK students, 417f, 
417n; lands: ByK coming from, 190; K. 
lit. epigoni in, 8 
MoZ, 202 

non-Arabic-speaking: readers, and the 
Arabic classics, 432; regions, shift of I. 
centers into, 452 

Arabidzed: models of K. literature, pushed 
out by Oreek, 202; PaK center, in Golden 
Age, 25, 433 

Arabs, 3n, 103, 106, 139, 166 
Aram Naharayim, 342 

Aramaic, use of: and ’Anan, 17, 210, 212n; 
and BenN, 21; in R. marriage contracts, 
199n, 298 

Archaic: J. calendar, 378, 379n; institution of 
Jubilee, 282 

Archaisms, in Byz. abjuration formula, 281 
Archelais Colonia, 107 
Aries [Constellation of the Ram], 303 
Aristocracy: Davidic, IS; lower, 18; of blood, 
13, 45; of learning, 15, 43; of wealth, 15, 43; 
priestly, 16 

Armenia: 91n, 104, 107n, 129n, 130; J. in, see 
J. in; K. in, see K. in; sectarian J. activity 
in, 64nf, 128, 370, 372, 381 
Armenian: history; 128; merchants, 121n; 
migration, 103f, 128n, 139*, 372; philosopher, 
Leo, 91n; roads, 107n, 120f, 130 
Armenian-like endings of J. names, 129n 
Armenians: Chr., 68n, 103, 128n, 139*, 372; 
J. PL], 128*, 370, 372; K., 64n, 128f*, 153, 
370; T„ 370, 372 
Armeno-Jewish relations, 128n 
“Armeno-Jews,” 128n 

Armistice agreements, Byz-Muslim, 97*. 101 
Articles [Principles] of Faith, 200* 

Artisans, see Craftsmen 

Ascetic(s), Asceticism, 16, 208n, 250f, 313, 428nf 
‘Aseh [Positive Commandments], 405n 
’Aseh doheh lo I a'aseh, 405n 
‘ Asereth, 272 

Ashkenazic: Jewry, 196n; rite, 14 
Ashkenazim [Germans=Crusaders], 347* 
Ashot III, King of Armenia, 9 Inf 
Asia, Asian [Asiatic], 48, 102, 156 
Asia Minor: and BoT, 113, 153*, 155f, 159; 
and Seljuks, 109, 127, 161; attractive to mer¬ 
chants, 102, 111, 119-21, 137; campaigns in, 
30nf, 88n, 90; commerce of, with Saracens, 
110, 119; conglomerate of ethnic groups, 
103; immigration into, 102-4, 111, 118, 139n, 
159, 385f; importance of, 102, 162f; J. in, 
see J. in; K. in, see K. in; M. in, 385f; roads 
in, 104-10*. 114n, 120f, 121n, 127*. 130f*; 
Themes of, 27, 103 
Assessors of guilds, 176n 
Assimilation: of ByK: in Greek environment, 
counterchecked by Hebrew creativity, 200, 
451; within Rm, feared, 248, 250 
of ByM, 412, 415 
Asuppoth [“Collections**], 439, 441 
Assyrian Exile, 321, 344n 
Astronomical Tables, 25 In 
Atheists, 386n, 387* 

Athinganoi, 115* 

Atonement, Day of, see Yam Xippur 
Attaleia: 106, 107-10*, 119*; and M., 386; 
captives from, in Egypt, 46f*. 112n; chief 
seat of Christianity in Pamphylia, 110; J. 
convert to Christianity in, 116n; J. in, see J. 


in; Jews* quarter in, 147n; K. in, see K. in; 
not visited by BoT, 153*; positions of, in 
documentary history ol ByJ and ByK, 47-49, 
109*, 169, 171, 386; ties of: with Cyprus, 119*, 
386; with Egypt. 47, 110, 119n 
Attaleia-Alexandria [Egypt] line, 46-48, 
110, 120 

Attaleia-Laodiceia-Sardis route, 109 
Attaleia-Nicaea route, 109*, 115 
Attaleiates, 147nf 
Atticisms in ByK literature, 195 
Authentidty, problem of: of ‘Ananlte Maxim, 
210-12*; oi Bash.'s traditions on ByK begin¬ 
nings, 31*; of “Khazar Correspondence,’’ 70* 
Authoritarianism, K.: oi BenN, 213; of JeK 
Patriarchate, 44; toward smaller minorities, 
397 

Authorship: confusion of, in K. literature, 189*, 
434n; problem of: in early BKLP, 438-40*; 
of anthropomorphic Midrashim, 256n, 393n; 
of EL A, 245nf, 365n; of Peddlers’ Bag, and 
TbM, 441*; of YehlMe'orolh, 30n, 52n, 263n, 
350n; of Zadokite literature, and Km, 20 
R., of term hafatakah, 224-26* 
Autonomous functions: of J. comm., 286; of 
K. organization, 33f (see also K. in Byz.) 
‘Azaryah h. Salah, K. student, 417n 


Ba'albek, 383*, 384n, 385 

[ai-]Ba'albekl (by-name), 383, 383nf, 395,401,415 

Ba'albekites, 403n 

Ba’ale Asuppoth [‘’Compilers’*], 439 
Ba’alie) ha-Hippus, 249 
Ba'ale hak-Kabbalah ["Traditionists”], 229 
Bab al-Abwab, 76, 78* 

Bab al-Arba'in, 98n 
Bab an-Nasr, 99n 
Bab al-Yahud, 98* 

Babylonia: and ‘Anan’s abib doctrine, 305*, 
308; and Byz., and their reap, attitude to Pal., 
317-22; and K. calendar, 303-17*, 343n, 381; 
and K. Pal-centridsm, 21-24, 301-17; and 
M. calendar, 379-81, 380n, 383-85, 389, 
391f, 395n; and M. dietary laws, 389; and Pal.: 
communication between, 318f; distance from, 
and ablb, 308*; struggle with, 13f, 21, 24, 
301-17, 382; under one system since Arab 
conquests, 10 

and re-evaluation of ‘Ananism, 314; and 
Syria, their resp. roles in J. sect-forming 
process, 379f, 383f*; Ben Meir’s visit to, 
382n; cal. divisions in, 303f*; called Shine’ar, 
303f, 316*; central J. authorities residing in, 
see J. Centra] Authorities; eitadel of Rm 
in 9thC, 21; combatted by DaK, 309-15*; 
decline of, and regional R. leaderships, 455; 
documents from, 42; emigrants from, assume 
leadership of JcKCenter, 309; emigration 
from: of DaK School [K. avant-guard], 382f, 
385; of Tsunians, 381n, 382; of M., 382f, 385; 
of Musa az-Za’farani sod T., 128, 369f, 382 
exodus from, of pietists, 314 (see Exodus); 
geonic academies in, see Geonic; high 
standard of living in, 315; identified with 
“Zion,'* 310*; immigration to, of Mish., 
questioned, 383n; intellectual satiety in, 
315; intra-sectarian feuds in, in 9thC, 380; 
K. leadership in, and the M. danger, 376; 
K. sha’atnez laws in, different from ByK, 
175n; K. in, see K. in; K-R community of 
cause in, 303, 315-17; M. in, see M. in; 
more powerful R. uniformity in, since 
9thC, 21, 380, 381n; no K. students from, 
preparing for leadership in Jerusalem, 318; 
no mention of thanksoflering issue in, 400; 
orientation on, of ’Anan and BenN, 21; 
Pal.’s revenge on, 301; R., closing ranks 
in 9thC, 21, 381; R. [normative] leadership 
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in: campaigning for extension of Bab. talmudic 
jurisdiction, 12f, 21; discovered 1 Anan's 

deviationist leanings, IS; lights sectarian sub¬ 
version, 21; wrested hegemony from Pal., 301 
R. in, see R. of; residents of, and the cal. 
feud with Pal., 316*; Saadyah, spokesman 
of. 23f, 302, 309; seat of centra] J. administra¬ 
tion, 4; sectaries of, in 9thC, and Rm, 
380-83; sectional tendencies in, ofK. and R. 
alike, 313; shift from, of M. center, to Syria, 
375n; some K. and M. prefer to stay in, 
383, 403nf; story of Mish.’s apostasy in, 
403, 415; strained K-M relations in, 374; 
tradition of. as world center of Jewry, 10, 
319; traditional supremacy of Pal. over, 
308; “two wicked women” of, 22, 316n 
Babylonian account of Mm, vs Byz. accounts, 
375f, 414; B. cause, championed by Saadyah, 
24; B. community of Nappaha, 351n; B. 
crop, admitted as ablb, 305f; B. environment 
of Mm, reflected in Kirk., 375; B. exilarch, 
on calendation, 3061, 307n, 350n; B. Exile, 
321, 344*; B. "exodus” of 9thC sectaries, 
22, 314f, 317, 380-83*, 385; B. Halakhah, 
13; B. Institutionalism, countered by K., 
21-23; B. interests, and Saadyah, 24; B. J. 
settlement, and the ‘Abbasid capital, 12; 
B. jurisdiction, extension of, 21; B. K., see 
K. in Bab.; B. M„ see M. in Bab.; B. opposition 
to Pal. exdusivism, 316f; B. R., see R. of 
Bab.; B. sources, Mish.*s by-name in, 383n; 
B. Talmud, see Talmud; B. tradition, imposed 
on Mid-Eastern Jewry, 5; B. unanimity, 
lack of, in combatting Pal-centricism, 316f 
Csee also Anti-Babylonian) 

Bab-sponsored uniformity, 13 
Bab-talmudic: hegemony, 12f; law and 
custom, 13; legislation, regional rites discarded 
by, 209; Scholarship, countered by PaK 
biblical exegesis, 22 

all-Babylonian; cal. procedure, achieved 
in lOthC, 317; community of cause, 315-17; 
uniformity. K. gravitation toward, 315 
non-Bahylonian: customs, campaign against, 
13f; Golden Age of J. sectarianism, 381 
Babylonians, 316* 

Babylono-centricism, Babylono-centric, Baby- 
1ono-centric(s), 13f, 2If, 305f, 315f, 320 
Baghdad: 88nf, 91,96, 162n; and ablb, 306; J. in, 
see J. in, K. in, see K. in; Tifl. coming from, 
128, 369f 

Bahya ibn Pakuda, 191n 

Bakhtawi Court [Academy], 186*, 417*, 453 

lhab-]Bakl, epithet of TbM, 325n, 419n, 449 

[al-]Bakillani, 39n, 215n 

Balkans, 143n, 153n, 163 

Ban, see Excommunication 

Banias, 96f, lOOn 

Banking, in Byz., 178[ 

Banu Tustar, 52n (see also Tustari) 

Baptism, professions of faith on, 280-83, 281n 
Bar Hebraeus; native of Melitene, 104*; on: 
Byz. campaigns, 87nf, 90n-92n, 95n-97n, 
99nf; Byz, policies vs annexed cities, 98n; 
food shortage in Cilicia, 96*; al-Hakim, 167n; 
immigration into Byz., 102f*, 128n, 139n; 
influx of aliens and riots in Constantinople, 
139; Slnjar, 129n; upheavals in Gargar, 129* 
Barley, ripened, see Ablb; Crops 
Bashyachi School [family], 31n, 151n, 239 (see 
also Elijah B«; Moses B.) 

Basil I, the Macedonian, 85*. 160, 164, 179 
Basil II, 87n, 88, 102, 110, 163, 171 
Basileus, triumph of, 92n 
[al]-Basir, see Joseph al-B. 

Basra, Basrans, 219n 

Bastardy, ascribed to Khnzars, 71-74* 

Baths: K. maintenance-men of, 178; rent for, 179f 


Beasts, domestic: hiring of, 179; K. handymen 
attending, ] BO 

Bedlkah, see Inspection of slaughtered animals 
Beghi (K, surname), 58. See also Joseph B.; 
Moses B. 

Beilh ham-Mikdash [“Jerusalem], 84n 
Belief: and conformity, in J. society, 380nf; as 
the principal issue in K-M divergency, 407, 
410-13; test of, and attitude to Bible, 410-13 
Ben Asher family, 238n, 257n 
Ben Meir, Aaron, Pal. gaon, 302, 309, 382n 
(see also Saadyah-Ben Meir controversy) 
Ben Meir family [School], 22, 42, 83f 
Bene Mikra, 297 

Benedictions in later Km, R. models for, 251 n 
Benjamin an-Nahawendi: 307; against prophetic 
claims of earlier sectaries, 214; and ’Anan, 8, 
21, 61n, 212, 217n, 294; and Aramaic, 21; 
and individualism, 212-16*, 217n, 421; and 
Islam, 294; and later innovators, 62n; autho¬ 
ritarian, 213; biblical exegesis of, 21f, 77; 
bibliography on, 61n; cal. doctrine of, 274*; 
Code of, 214f; dictum of; social implications 
of, 213n; transmitted through YbA to Byz., 
214; unhistorical, 213*, 214 
instructions of, to local judges, 215*; on: 
Angel Intermediary, 291 n; corporal chas¬ 
tisement, 213; “morrow after the Sabbath,” 
276n; scholarly independence, 213 
oriented on Bab. and eastern provinces, 
2]; Sabbath laws of, 61*; used Hebrew, 21, 77 
Benjamin of Tudela: 34, lOln, 113, 119, I80n; 
biased vs tanning profession, 14ln; by-passed 
Anatolian Peninsula, 113, 153n, 155; described 
merely a migrash of J. guilds, 35n, 142-45*, 
ISO*, 172n, 336; hearsay information by, 
155f; impressed by wealth of Jews’ quarter 
in P£ra, 141f, 142n; impressed esp. by M. 
desecration of Sabbath, 413; inadequate as 
guide to K. strength and expansion in Byz., 
154, 159; listed communal leaders, 145, 158nf, 
199n; listed large number of cities, 182; not 
reporting on K. in Fustat and Thessalonica, 
149, 153, I54n; not visiting Adrianople and 
Asia Minor, 151, 153*; population figures by: 
34f, 35n, 145, 154, 158f, 161, 336; textual 
variants in, 155, ISSnf, 158nf 
received Information from: local leaders, 
156f; silk craftsmen in P£ra, 141n 
reported on: Abraham Kostandini, 428nf; 
Aleppo, 155*; Baghdad. 155, 155nf; Cons¬ 
tantinople, 35*, 141*, 144*, 145, 147, 159, 
161, 336; crops in Egypt, 300n; Cypriot 
heretics, 119n, 275n, 386f*, 4l4n; Damascus, 
99n, 161*, 336n; emperor's J. physician, 

167n; Jerusalem, 155*, 428nf; K. section 
of the Para migrash, 145, 147, 162n, 336; 
K. in Constantinople, 34n, 35*. 113, 145-47, 
1531, 159, 161. 336; K. in Cyprus, 34n, 
119n, 153, 159. 387*; K. in Damascus, 
99n, 161*, 336n; Krisa, 18)*; “partition” 
in Pira, 146f, 335f, 336n; R. in Constanti¬ 
nople (P6ra), 35n, 146, 161; R. in Cyprus, 
387*; R. in Fustat-Cairo, 154n, 155*, 
161f*; R. "Mourners,” 428n; silk craftsmen, 
141n, 142, 143n, 145f, 149f; tanners, 141*, 
145, 176; Thebes, 141n, 149; Thessalonica, 
149*, ISO; tomb of Isaac Nappaha, 351n 
silence of, no proof of nonexistence of J. 
or K. communities, 153; special interest 
of, in silk garment industry, 141n, 149; 
spelling of Ba’albek by, 384n; statistics of, 
evaluated, 35n, 155-58*. 159, 161 
Besar ‘of be-halab, 289 
Beyoglu, 146 

Bias: in Ibn Daud's account of K. creativity, 
34f*, 359n, 365n; in K. accounts of non-K 
sects, 369; social, of tanning profession, 141 n 
Bible: and the K. order of months, 281; 



49 4 


KARAITES IN BYZANTIUM 


BIBLE 


anthropomorphism in, 264; as basis for 
legislation, 21, 407f, 409n; attitude to 

[evaluation of], and K-M divergence, 406- 
408, 410-13; contradictions in, see Bible 
Difficulties and Scriptural Contradictions; 
customs not stated in, validity of, 209, 285; 
DaK’s pioneering commentaries on entire books 
of, 22; entire, and K, hermeneutics, 17, 209; 
historical precedents in, 278n, 285*, 321, 
400, 407; method of, 265; post-Mosaic 
portions of, forming “Written Transmission,” 
227; preoccupation with, and K. allegiance, 
447; reading into: non-normative practices, 
17, 209f, 407n; political allusions, 30nf, 

67-69, 71-74, 77f, 93-95, 165f, 183f, 206, 
227, 3301, 33lnf 

Bible classes in Istanbul, 196; Bible criticism, 
criticfs), 408*. 409n, 412*. 413; Bible diffi¬ 
culties. 409n, 412*; Bible Scroll, 124, 196n; 
Bible studies, see Biblical Exegesis 
Biblical allusions, 30nf. 246f, 330f, 33Inf, 409n, 
439, 455; b. archaisms, 281; b. Books, late, 
reflect diasporic conditions, 321 

b. commentaries: 751; economic references 
in, 171-84*; Greek glosses in, in Byz., 
193, 197f; Hebrew tr. of, in Byz., 417, 

446 — 49*; K., TbE’s familiarity with, 76n, 
262f, 290; of 'Ali b. Suleiman, 69n; of 
anonymous Arabic-writing K., 72f, 73n; 
of BeoN, 21f, 77; of DaK, EL A, IbR, 
TbE, TbM, YbA, see s.v.; of Happarsi, 
274; of Kirk., 67f*; of SbY, 54n, 165f, 
197n; of YbY, 49n, 73n. 274, 346n; popu- 
Iarity of. In Byz., 446-48; reflect resp. 
sources of K. and R. Inspiration in Byz., 201 n 
b. commentators: 33, 420; indebtedness 

of, in Byz., 201n; K. and SpR, mutual 
influence of, 75nf, 196n; method of, in 

Middle Ages, 72, 166, 184, 246; on the 
Khazars, 67-78*; rift between, deepened 
by individualism, 219; see also K. Exegetes, 
and tinder individual names of commentators 
b. exegesis: and ‘Anan, 17; and BenN, 
21 f; and DaK School, 22; and TbM, 51, 
244f, 245n; ByR, homlledcal, 256*; com¬ 
parative studies in, necessary, 28, 332o; 

Independence in, and Km, 217; individualism 
In, and Km. 211-16; K., and BKLP, 365f, 
446-49; K„ countering talmudic scholarship, 
21f; K., ELA’s role in, 247n; K., opposing 
schools of, 261n; K., overlaid with political 
allusions, 206; K., rationale for divergences, 
209; K., rises mainly since Saadyah, 24; 
K., scholastic dissent in, 265; K., summarized 
in Sejer ha-'Osher, 198, 442; K-R polemics 
over, 41; M., 398; of Ibn Ezra, influenced 
by YbA, 378n; of Spanish commentators, 
influencing the K., 75nf, 196n; of Tifl., 371n; 
on Sabbath sacrifices, and Mish., 412n; 
popularity of. in ByKm, 446f; preoccupation 
with, and 'edah, 219; R-, details of, adopted 
by TbM, 244f, 245n; R., regarding levirate 
marriage, 289; works of, falling into oblivion 
when untranslated, 452 

b. figures of speech, 265; b. ideas, 265; b, 
imagery, 264; b. law(s): and abrogation, 412f; 
and Sabbath candles, 265f; of (im)purity, 
253n, 434n; of levirate marriage, 284 
b. legislation, and the principle of "do’s 
supersede the do-not*9,” 405n; b. names, 
for Egyptian and Syrian comm., 341f; 
b. "orientation," 407n, 408, 447; b. origin, 
of R- calendar, claimed, 270*; b. persona¬ 
lities, and bigamy, 289; b, portion, weekly, 
exploited by TbE against K., 262, 356; 
b. precedents [stories], of thanksofierings, 
debated by K. and M-, 400f*, 40Snf, 412; 
b. prohibition: of fats, 391; of leaven on 
Passover, 410-12 


b. references, to abib, 300*; b. scholarship, 
K. promotion of, 2If; b. sections, abrogation 
of, 4l2f; b. studies, and practical legislation, 
R. view of, 409n; b. support, for law and 
custom [for ha'atakah], 17, 210, 215, 232-34, 
237, 239; b. terms [metaphors], for ency¬ 
clopedic scope, 440*, 442; b. teru'oth, 283f*; 
b. tradition, and ha'atakah, 232n; b. "truth,” 
219; b. versefs) (quotation(s), phrase(s)]: 
“commandment of men learned by rote,” 
sectarian meaning of, 284f*; in medieval 
3. polemics, 398n; invoked by K., 242n, 
284, 285n, 417n, 418n, 420n, 437n; literal 
meaning of, and the K-M controversy, 
398*; peculiar interpretation of, by Tifl., 
37In (see also Anti-biblical) 
post-biblical date of Hanukkah, and the 
K, 282* 

“Biblicism,” Biblicists, 209f, 2181, 232, 407n 
Bigamy, 289f* 

Bikkurim , and the K„ 181, 182n 
Birkaih ham-Mazon [Grace after Meals], 63 
[al-]Biruni, on ‘ Anan and Km, 38nf, 294n, 
300n, 305*, 306n 

Bithynia, Bithynian, 112, 114, 130*, 136 
Bl'ur Homes (removal of leaven], 347 
Black Sea: 102, 124; seaports on, 106-8*, 120; 

shore [coast], I06f, 121*, 126 
Black Stone [of the Ka'bah], 89n 
Blood libel: in Adrianople, 151 n; in Amaseia, 123n 
Body of man, as object of reward or punishment, 
369n 

Boethus, 276n 

Bolghars [of the Volga], 73f 
Book of Jubilees , see Jubilees 
Book of the Prefect [Eparchikon Blblion], 138n, 
140n, 143n, 176nf 

Book of Riches [Sefer ha-‘Osher\, 440, 442 
(see JbR) 

Borrowing(s): and Chr-K similarity in interpreting 
"morrow after the Sabbath,” 279; from R., 
by ByK and SpKm, 239, 243, 346; mutual, 
by ByR and ByK, 2511, 262, 332n, 354; of 
anti-talmudic arguments, allegedly by Chr. 
and Muslims from K., 39nf; of term ha'atakah, 
224-26* 

Bosporus: 109, 127, 137, 142; K. on: 27, 49, 
58, 147; and the Crusades, 453, 456f; and 
Mehmet II, 152n; and Pal-centricism, 318, 
322; and Sabbath candles, 251; and TbM, 44, 
159, 244, 450; numerical strength of, 154, 
162f; relations of, with R., 264 (see also K. 
in Byz.; K. in Constantinople) 

New Rome on, 105, 108; Nicomedia, gateway 
to, 130f; R. comm, on, 49, 161; roads to, 
and from, 107, 121n 
Brahmins, 165 

Bread: Greek term for, 198; of Gentiles, 297 
Building jobs and techniques, 178, 198 
"Burden of Heritage,” 23In, 237 
“Burden of Law,” 401, 412 
Burial, see Dead, burial of 
Burnt-oflermg(s), 361, 40Snf, 412n 
Business, and living in the Diaspora, 312 
Butchers, 286 
Buwayhid Sultans, 88* 

By-name(s), see Ba'albeki: 'Ukbari 
Byzantine abjuration formulae, 280-83*; B. 
account of Mm, 375f; B. annexation of eastern 
territories, 86; B. authorities [government, 
rulers]: and banking, 178f; and Czarist govern¬ 
ment, 247n; and Km, 54, 283n, 335; and 
K-R feuds, 329, 335f; discouraged movement 
in Empire, 138, 186; economic policy of, 
138n, 170n, 179 

B. captivity, I. ransomed from, 301n; B. 
coastfline) [shore], 49, 97, 170; B. coins, 
97n, 198; B. commerce, centers of, 148, 150; 
B. commercial ties with Saracens, 108; 
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B. conditions: K. adaptation to, 203; K. 
needs arising from, and the sha'atnez laws, 176 

B, continuity, K, developing attachment to, 
320; B. “crusade,” 90-92*; B. defeat at 
Manzikert, 323, 433; B. development [trend]: 
BKLP.a —, 451f; K. “new look” at Talmud, 
a—, 242; in legal and social history of 

Km, 230 

B, domination over J., deplored, 246, 247n; 
B. economy, 117n, 140, 169; B. Empire. 
see Byzantium; B. environment [scene]: 
and Hadassi’s account of Tifl., 370, 372; 
Arabic garb of Km felt incompatible with, 
202f, 364f, 418, 430; grecization of Km in, 
193; K. adoption of Hebrew in, 190-93*, 
416, 427; K. integration in, and Hebrew 
creativity, 416, 431, 449, 451; referred to 
by JbR, despite his non-Byz material, 
322n; reflected in TbM’s ByR conversion 
story, 259; roots of Adrianopolitan Km in, 
152* 

B. expansion [military successes], 31n, 
87-90, 163, 166; B. features of Mm, 373; 
B. guild system, 140, 142n; B. history: 
intertwined with Armenian, 128; Manzikert, 
the turning-point in, 453 

B. J., see J. in Byz.; B. K., see K. in Byz.; 
B. lands [provinces, etc.], see Byzantium; 
B. law [legislation]. 26n, 176nf, 289, 335; B. 
literature, encyclopedic trend in, 440; B. 
origin: early K. of, documents on, 43f, 
46-53; of Abraham al-Kostandini, 428n; 
of EL A, 246f 

B. policy vs annexed cities, 98*; B. popula¬ 
tion, estimates of, 160*; B. possessions in 
Southern Italy, 85; B. provincials, 238*; 
B. R., see R. of Byz.; B. reconquest of 
Crete and Cyprus, 88*. 110, 120*; B. revival, 
166; B. road(s) [network], 105f*; B. ship¬ 
ping, attacked by Muslim pirates, see Piracy; 
B. society [community]: heterogeneity of, 
193f, I94n, 204, 364; K. decried as strangers 
in, 362f; K-M controversy seen in context 
of, 408 

B. sources [records], see Greek; B. studies, 
and the Graeco-K jargon, 195; B. suzerainty 
in Damascus, 100; B. tradition, K. attachment 
to, 320; B. travelers, 192; B. writers, enumerat¬ 
ing recovered relics, 98 (see also Hagiogra- 
phers, Greek; Historians, Greek); B. xeno¬ 
phobia, 362, 363* 

Byzantine Christian: community, some 
M. assimilating in, 415; contacts with 
Jewry, 283; familiarity with K. praxis, 283 

Byzantine-Muslim border, 87* 

Early Byzantine period, 131*, 151*; Late 
Byzantine period, 113n, 122, 131, 151*; 

Middle Byzantine period, 113*, 122f, 131, 
142*, 144. 151 

Byzantines, 48n, 91n, 108, 193f 
“Byzantinization” of Km, 448 

Byzantino-centric sentiments of ByR, 320 
Byzantino-Turkish: environment, K-R rap¬ 
prochement in, 234; K. innovations, 250f, 

251n; K. traditions, and the TbM-YbY kinship, 
447n; R„ 152 

Byzantium: abib issue in, 337-44, 454; accounts 
of Abu ‘Isa, in, 274n; adherence, M., to R. 
calendar, continued in, 384; adjustment, 

K., to R. prohibition of fowl with milk, 
in. 289; admiration for, by YbA, 166; 
aliens, resentment of, in, 362f, 363n; 

andent Pal- memories in, 277f; and the ap¬ 
propriateness of K. use of Arabic there, 202, 
365, 418; and the Crusades, 90-92*; and the 
Fatimid Caliphate, 100; and the Italian Repub¬ 
lics, 120*; arguments, lit., between the two 
branches of Judaism, in, 354; ascendency 
[military] of, 78, 163f, 166 (see also Byz. expan¬ 


sion); attachment to, of K., 320; attack of, 
with Carmathians, on Caliphate, expected, 
78, 89n; bigamy outlawed in, 289; biblical 
orientation, yardstick of K. allegiance in, 
407n; calendar the concern of all populations 
in, 280, 338; calendar debate, anti-M, in, 
394; calendar discrepancies, calendar feuds, 
K-R, see Calendar; captives, J., in, 49n; 
dries, large number of, in, 182; clacissist 
revival in, 195*; communication [traffic] 
between, and Pal., 318, 325, 333; creativity 
[cultural activity], J., in, 171*, 366, 452; 
credit system in, 178f, I79n; Crusaders in, 
333*; customs and traditions developed in, 
204, 234; defeated by young Islam, 9; demo¬ 
graphic composition of, 192n, 193f, I94n; 
denouncement by assodation in, 275; denoun¬ 
cing K. as novices and strangers in, 362-64; 
divergences,K-R, in, see Divergences; dwellings, 

J. , in, see Dwellings; Easter and Passover in, 
272, 338f, 339n; economic changes in, 120n; 
economy of, and urbanization, 182* (see also 
Byzantine e.; Economy); education slogans, 

K. , have practical urgency in, 249; emigration 
from, 63, 86, 127n; foreignness, stamp of, 
dangerous in, 364; guilds in, see Guilds; 
Greek, role of, in, 193f; Hebrew translations 
and compilations, K., in, see K. in Byz.; 
heresy. M., reaching full bloom in, 392; 
identified as “King of the South,” 78, 
89n, 95n; immigration to, see Immigration; 
imputation of K-M kinship dangerous in, 
392, 394; Indian commerce with, 97; innova¬ 
tions, K., in, see Innovations; integration, 
linguistic, of J. in, 194-98, 451; interpretation 
of Scripture in, midrashic, 265; introduction 
of PaKm into, allegedly by TbM, 31; JbR’s 
anti-R polemics not originating in, 332n; 
J. in, see J. in; K. economy in, ramifications of, 
170; K. in, see K. in 

lunar observation in, 345, 347; marriage 
contracts, K. and K-R, in, 288n, 296*, 298f; 
merchants in, use Aiabictenns for precious 
stones, 290n; M. in, see M. in; mistreatment 
of western envoy in, 363n; monetary changes 
in, 179n; moneylending in, 178; movement 
within, discouraged, 138; occupations, “tradi¬ 
tionally J.," in, 177; ostracism of M. in, 384n; 
PaK legislation, evolution of, in, 226, 230; 
PaK missionaries in, 80; pietists in, 257, 268* 
(see also Pietists); pilgrims from, in Jerusalem, 
80, 186f*; polemics, K-R, in. see K, polemics 
and R. polemics; popularity in: of R. 
accounts of 'Anan, 294*; of YbA's works, 
166 

population movements in, see Population; 
preference for YbA’s works in, 448; provinces 
[regions] incorporated in, lOOf, 382, 385; 
purchasing pools in, 170*; rapprochement, 
K-R, in, 233, 240, 243, 354; relations in, 
between: K. and M., 369, 372-415; K. and 
other non-K groups, 355, 366-415*; K. and 
R., 263f, 322n, 334-36. 336n; K. and T., 368-72 

Saadyan misrepresentation of K. dietary 
laws, circulating in, 390, 394; SbY suspicious 
of, 166; scriptural readings in, 25 In, 447*; 
separateness, K., not fossilized in, 456f; settle¬ 
ment of K. in, see K. in; settlement of other 

J. groups in, 366, 370, 372, 385-87; stronghold 
of peace and stability, 101*, 111, 163f, 167; 
students from, in Pal. and Bab., 8, 186-89 
(see also K. in Byz. — ByK students; K. in 
Jerusalem); Talmud, study of, in, 240, 241n; 
taxation of J. in, 157, 182-84*, 330*; techno¬ 
logy in, 178; tradition, stress on, not sufficient 
in R. polemics in, 359; transfer of PaK 
literature to, 201, 450; transmission of eastern 

K. exegetic knowledge to, 198; trend toward 
adjustment of K. law did not begin in, 205; 
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Turkish road system inherited from, 106; 
turning of the tide in favor of, predicted in 
prophecy, 93; urbanization of, 182*; Yehudah 
Happarsi’s commentaries and followers in, 
273f; YbY’s works disseminated in, 447n 
Byzantium-Egypt route, 172 
European Byzantium, 15Bf, 163; Insular 
Byzantium, 138 

Caesareia, 107, 113 

Caffa, 152* 

Cairo, see Fustat-Cairo 

Calculation [computation]: calendary: allegedly 
forsaken by PaR, 253; called witchcraft by 
some K. polemicists, 283; conflict between, 
and abib, caused K-R feuds, 328 (see Calendar 
feuds); determining R. leap-years and festivals, 
247, 303f, 311; espoused by BaK, 304, 307f, 
311, 381; followed by some R. pietists along 
with abib, 323; of Easter, based on Passover, 
280n; permanent feature of M. calendar, 
384, 393; to be followed by ByK along with 
abib, in case of doubt, 326n 
messianic, 94 

precalculated, see Calendar, R. 

Calendar: criterion of denominational allegiance, 
273; focal point of K-R divergence, 261 (see 
Calendar discrepances; Calendar feuds); 
in TbE’s anti-K polemics, 269-75*, 348-350*, 
352; matter of general concern to populations 
of Byz. and Near East, 280, 338; Muslim-K 
similarity of, 294*; of the Book of Jubilees, 
377nf, 378, 379n; of Quinran Sect, 377n, 379* 
Chr., 278-80 *, 338 

J. : and Byz. abjuration formula, 281; and 
Chr. Easter, 280*; and divergence between 
abib and computation, 334; Jubilee reckoning 
in, 134n; regularity of, assured by cycle method, 
271; related to solar calendar, 270; treated in 
TbM’s nonextant vol. of OJV. 375n 

K. :‘Anan’s formulation of, 294f*, 305f*; 
and AbE, 136n; and Byz. abjuration formula, 
282; and communication with PaL, 186*, 
299, 323, 325; and Jubilee, 282*; and K. 
separatism, 54, 294f*; and ' omer . 277; and 
Saadyah, 294, 300*; and unity slogan, 350, 
350nf; bibliography on, 292n; counts festivals 
from Nisan, 281, 340n; criticism of, deliberately 
intertwined with criticism of solar calendar, 
275, 393f; decried as guided by political 
expedience and opportunism, 279, 294; deter¬ 
minants of, 292f, 299, 344 (see also Abib-, 
Lunar observation); difficulties of, due to de- 
structionofJcKCenter,280*, 336—44*, 454; diffi¬ 
culties [weakness] of, inherent, 322-26, 350-52; 
influencing R., 253, 272f, 323; Muslim influence 
on, imputed, 279, 294*, 364; Pal-centricism 
of; and BaKm, 303-17*; and ByKm, 317-22; 
and EgKm, 136n, 319, 341f*; and Pal-vs-Bab 
contest, 301-17; and SyKm, 99n, 319, 341f; 
R. arguments against, 348-52*; R. influence 
on, 243n, 340nf; recourse to PaK authorities 
in problems of, 186*, 208n, 324-26*, 375n, 
433-35*; requiring mensal and annual acts, 
292; safeguarded in marriage contracts, 295- 
99*; Btory of, and ByKm, 299, 349; Tifl.’s 
divergence from, 370, 371 n 

lunar, 270, 377, 378n, 380, 385, 395n 
M., 275, 377-80*, 383-87*, 391-97*, 404, 
406, 413-15 

Muslim, 270, 279, 294*. 364 
R. [precalculated]: 292f; and Pal-Bab 
relations, 306f, 315-17; antiquity of, hailed, 
270*, 294, 348f, 349n; counts festivals from 
Tishri, 281, 340n; defense of, by TbE, 269-75*, 
348-50*; ELA on, 247; followed by 'Isunians, 
274n, 38In; foflowed by K., 303f, 311, 317*, 
343-46, 381; followed by M., 379-81*, 384f, 
395*, 415; Hai’s work on, quoted by K„ 350nf; 


K. opposition to, 186, 292n; observance of, 
advised to K. in case of doubt, 326*; qualified 
acceptance of, in modern K. marriage contract, 
343; reform of, justified, 349f*, 351n; safe¬ 
guarded in K-R marriage contract, 297f* 
solar, 273-75*, 377-80*. 38In, 383. 392-97* 
T., 370{, 37 Inf 

Calendar Controversy: in Christendom, 280*; 
in Jewry: ancient, and the Cave finds, 254n, 
379n; between Ben Meir and Saadyah, 14, 
24, 254n, 302*, 309, 316f, 318n; between K. 
and R., see Calendar Feuds 
Calendar Cycle [Nineteen-Year Mahazor], R., 
271, 340*. 341n, 343, 344* 

Calendar Deviationfs): BaK, from Pal-centric 
abib, 303-17*; discussed in context of Leviticus, 
432; of Hadassi. from pre-Crusade ByK Pal- 
centricism, 337-39; of Jeroboam, 329n; of 
later ByK, 339-46; of M. from all-J lunar 
system, 377-80, 382nf, 3B5-87, 392-97*, 

413f; of M., from archaic solar calendar, 
379n; of SpK, 345f*; of Tifl., 370, 37!n; seal 
of religious schism, 293 
Calendar Discrepances): between Easter and 
Passover, as clue for K. intercalation, 338f, 
338n; intra-K, 317nf, 340f*, 342nf, 352*; 
K-R, 272f, 292, 326-35*, 346-48 
Calendar Feuds [Controversy, Divergence, etc.], 
K-R: 54, 269—71*; and "partition” in Jews’ 
quarter of Pira, 147, 336; economic aspect of, 
327; give way in 14thC to intra-K discrepances, 
340; governmental intervention in, 38n, 
329, 335-36; in Spain, 345f *; in Sulkhat, 60*; 
in Thessalonica, 328-35*; over lunar observa¬ 
tion, 60*, 272f, 344-48*; physical violence 
in, 56*. 329, 351 

Calendar Independence, and sectarian separatism, 
377 

Calendar Policy, J., traditionally shaped in 
Pal., 306 

Calendar Prodecure, all-Bab unanimity on, 
achieved in lOthC, 317 
Calendar Query, ByK, sent to Jerusalem, 208n, 
324-26*, 375n, 433-35* 

Calendar Reckoning, see Calcndation 
Calendar Reform: of Jeroboam, 395n; R.; 
attributed to Isaac Nappaha, 350nf; justified, 
340f *, 351n 

Calendar Rift [division]: aggravated by proximity 
of dwellings, 56, 293, 327, 336; between PaK 
and BaK, simultaneous with rift between PaR 
and BaR, 315-17, 316n, 318n; intra-K, 3l7nf, 
322, 341f, 344*; intra-R, 316f, 317nf; manifest¬ 
ing a sect’s self-determination, 293; reflecting 
Pal-vs-Bab contest, 301f 
Calendary arguments for return to Zion, 299; 
c. associations, evoked in Byz. by any M. 
practice, 394; c. calculation [computation], 
see Calculation; c. changes in ByKm and 
SpKm, due to international developments, 
34Sf*; c. concepts, of BaK, affected by cor¬ 
responding situation inBaRm, 306; c. conserv¬ 
atism, of the K. marriage contract, 343*; 
c. considerations, of ByK, influenced by date 
of Easter, 339; c. criterion, of K. majority, 
the abib, 317n; c. defiance, K., R. action 
against, 350-52; c. indecision, imputed to 
Mish., 377nf;c. instructions from Pal., and 
ByKm, 339; c. legacy, of Bab. Exile, 321, 344*; 
c. pattern, fixed, suggested by Hadassi, 338; 
c. practice, conformity with, more important 
than matters of belief, 380nf; c. problems, 
reflecting broader regional divergences, 301f; 
c. stipulations, in marriage contracts, 288n, 
295-99* 

Calendation [Calendar Reckoning, Time Reckon¬ 
ing]: conformity in, imposed on Bab. sectaries, 
380; divergent mode of, pleaded by 'Anan 
before the caliph, 295; errors in, sensitivity to, 
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293; invaded by the Pal-vs-Bab contest, 309; 
Jewry's split on, as viewed by DaK, 3Ilf; 
K. influence on R. in, 253, 272f, 323; Moses 
of Cyprus, expert in, 280*; mutual interest in, 
of J. and Chr., 280; non-nonnative, discredited 
by TbE, 273; of normative majority and 
sectarian minorities, opposed by Mish., 379f, 
380n; Pal. supremacy in, 306-8; Pal-centric, 
BaK estrangement from, 303-17; Pal-centric, 
perpetuation of, by Near Eastern K., 343; 
separate, role of, in sect-forming process, 
273, 293, 377; solar principle of, see Calendar, 
M., Solar; twilight position on, in Byz., 271; 
unity in, argued, 270, 307*, 311, 349f*, 351 n 
Caliph: and 'Anan, 295; and exilarchs, 15 
Caliphate: and the Shi'ites, 222; central provinces 
[regions] of, 5, 10, 14, 18; far-off [outlying] 
provinces of, 10, 14, 45; taxes on non-Muslims 
in, 184; urban centers of, 5, 10, 45, 219 
‘Abbasid [Eastern] Caliphate [rule, domi¬ 
nion]: 76, 78, 87f, 88nf, 166; and Jewry, 5, 
12f, 23, 45, 165, 20 If, 382; and messianic 
sectarianism, 11-13; and SbY, 165f; capital 
of, 12; hailed as pro-K, 164f, 364, 364nf; 
Tulunid independence from, and Km, 23, 
83f, 382n 

Umayyad Caliphate, 9-11 
Canonical Writings, 413 
Canticles: political allusions read into, 56n, 
263n, 330f, 331nf, 333* 

Cantillation, 196n, 251 n 
Capital, private, in Byz., 179 
Capitation tax, 3Bn, 157, 183* 

Cappadocia, 103 

Captives [Prisoners], Captivity, 46-48*, 49n, 
112n, 301n 

Carmathian(s), 78, 88, 88nf, 91 
Casimir Jagiellon, 38n 
Cassim Pasha, 145f 
Castille, 359 n 

Castoria, see TbE of Castoria 
Catalogues, Descriptive, 29 
“Caution," Shi'ite principle of, 380n 
Cave Finds [Discoveries] of late 8thC, 20, 254n, 
379n (see also Judaean Desert Finds; Dead 
Sea Scrolls) 

Cemeteries, J., in Constantinople, 142, 145* 
Censusfes), 157 

Centralization, of Jewry under Islam, 10, 12 
(see also J. Central Authorities) 

Centrifugal Forces: in Km, 220, 314, 399; 

parallel, in Muslim and J. society, 10 
Ceremonial [Synagogue-], 254 
Chalcedon, 131 

Charters, granted to K., 38n, 61n 
Children, K., and Yom Klppur, 281 
Chios, 113, 156n, 158nf 

Christian borrowing from K. literature, ques¬ 
tioned, 40n; C. community, M. assimilating 
in, 415; C. conceptions of Judaism, 281; C. 
conquests [victories], 30nf, 90; C. coloni, 
98n; C. craftsmen, 174nf; C. environment, 
and Mm, 374n, 403n, 414f (see also Byzantine 
e.); C. faith, entering, 280-83*, 402f (see 
also Conversion); C. heresies, 40n, U5n; C. 
houses, occupied by J., 150; C. ill-feeling 
to J., 141, 165, 166n, 176; “C. orientation" 
[Chr-oriented], M., 378*, 392, 396f, 401-4, 
408, 411-15, 415n; C. pilgrims, 187, 325; 
C. polemics against the Talmud, 39nf; C. 
population, 280, 283, 378 (see also Population); 
C. reckoning [calendar], 278-80*, 338; C. rule 
[Christian princes], 38*, 157, 165*, 290n; 
C. Sabbath, 404, 414; C. State [Empire], 
25, 183, 202f, 247n, 364, 392, 455f (see also 
Anti-Christian) 

Christian Byzantium, 166, 363; C. Europe, 8 
Christlan-K: kinship [similarity], 279*, 
33 9n; mutual influences, 40n 


intra-Christian controversy, 280* 

Orthodox Christian [Greek Orthodox]: 
Church, 26, 92*. 194, 280-83*; Easter, 338f, 

33 8n; Empire, K. in, 247n; Pentecost, 279 
Christians: 91, 96, 104*, 139n, 167n, 280*, 
338; called mahalifim, 180n, 329n 
non-Christians, 178, 183* 

Christianity [Christendom]: 28n, 93, 110, 164n, 
165, 279, 454; conversion [apostasy] to, see 
Conversion; M. kinship with, see Christian 
"orientation" 

Eastern Christianity, 90n, 280*; Western, 
C., 90*, 92n, 250 
Christopoli, 159n 
Chronicle of Nestor, 73f 
Chroniclers, non-J, and Km, 38 
Chronography, of Bar-Hebraeus, see Bar- 
Hebraeus 

Chronological: difficulties, on linking TbM 
with YbY, 419n; division: of BKLP, into 
Translation and Compilation, incorrect, 443; 
of K. history, 302* 
errors, of Bash., 32n 

Chronology: of AbE, 132f, 133nf, 384n; of 
BaK abib deviation, 305-9; of Bash., 31, 
342; of al-Basir, 50nf; of Byz. abjuration 
formula, 280f, 281 n; of Eshkol hak-KoJer, 
38In, 442; of ELA, 245f, 246n, 364, 448n; 
of Hayawayh [Hiwi] al-Balkhi, 408, 409n; 
of Hebrew K. tr. in Byz., 446; of Isma'il al- 
‘Ukbari, 409; of JbR and Sejer ha-'Osher, 
30nf, 196f*, 332n. 442; of J. sectarianism 
as viewed by the “Monolithic School,” 7f; 
of K. communal organization in Byz., 51-53; 
of K. one-time cancellation of Purim, 326n; 
of K. settlement in Constantinople, 51; of 
Kirk., 68*, 373, 382n; of Lecapenus’ persecu¬ 
tions, 68*; of LbY, 227, 271 n, 303*, 307; 
of Mas'udi, 68*; of Mish., 403nT, 409n; of 
M. migration from Bab., 382n; of Nissi b. 
Noah, 241n; of nonextant volumes of ON, 
435; of Passover incident, 273 , 347*; of SbM, 
22Sn, 228n; of SpK abib deviation, 34Sf; 
of Thessalonican cal. feud, 331-34; of TbE, 
33, 263*, 333*; of TbM, 49-51*, 139f, 188, 
244, 246n; of TbM's ON colophon, 429f; 
of YbA, 382n; of YbY, 49f*; revised, of 
early ByK history, 49-51*, 53 
Church, Orthodox, 26, 92*, 194, 280-83 
Cibyrrhaeots, Theme of, 108 
Cilicia, Cilidan: 103, 106, 108f, 110*; campaigns 
in, 88, 91, 96, 166 
Cilicia Tracheia, 106 

Cities: in Bab., 10; in Byz., 182; vineyards on 
outskirts of, 181 
Class notes, see Notes 
Classical Greek, use of, 195* 

Classicist [classical] revival in Byz., 193, 195* 
Classics; Arabic-written J., 30, 189f, 417, 443f, 
452; Greek, 194n 

Climatic clues for calendation: demanded by 
‘Anan, 306*; suggested by Hadassi, 337f, 338n 
Cluster oj Henna, 442 (see Yehudah Hadassi) 
Coexistence: of four J. creeds in 12thC, 366-68; 

of K. Diaspora and PaKm, recognized, 321 
Coinage [coins], 97n, 198, 330n 
“Collections” [Asuppoth], 439 
Collections of K. MSS, 29 
Coloni, Chr., 98n 

Colophons: 123-26*, 133n, 417n, 436f, 446n; 

to ON, SOn, 258n, 418-43* (see TbM) 
Commandments: 229n, 312, 313n, 326f; “of men 
learned by rote,” 284f*, 310*, 311; positive 
and prohibitory, 405nf (see also Precepts) 
Commentaries ( and Commentators), biblical, 
see Biblical c. 

Commentary: on al-Ghazzali, 237n; on Ibn 
Ezra’s Ye sod Mora , 152n 
Commerce [Trade]: and living in the Diaspora, 
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3l2f; between Asia Minor and Egypt, 47, 110, 
119; In Adrianople, ISOf; in Northern Asia 
Minor, 120f, 121n; Indian, 97; international, 
J. in, 47, 101*, 120, 170, 172, 201; of Pfita, 
and Ae growth of Km, 152*; religious problems 
arising firom, 172f; Syrian, and the J., 98*, lOlf 
Commercial centers of Syria, ravaged, 96; c. 
cities of Syria, J. in, 98; c. clauses [provisions] 
in armistice agreements, 97*, lOlf; c. corres¬ 
pondence, 191*; c. endeavor, J., in Byz., 
llBf; c. enterprise, J., contraction of, 201 s 
c. importance: of Adrianople, 151; of Asia 
Minor, 102, 111, 119-21, 130f, 137; of Con¬ 
stantinople, 137; of Egypt, 97; of Thessalonica, 
148 

c. partnership, Gcntile-J, in Byz., 180*; 
c. relations; between Asia Minor and the Sara¬ 
cens, 110, 119; between J. of Asia Minor and 
EgK and EgR. 46-49*, 119, 170, 201-3; on 
the P£ra-Adrianople line, 152 

c. tendency, ByK, surpassing ByR, 118; 
c. ventures, K-R, 47 

Communal activity, all-J, and ByKm, 399; 
c, a greem ents [alliances] in medieval Jewry, 
42f*, 44, 50n; c. aspects of K-R shehltah 
feud, 286f; c. boundaries between Km and 
Rm, 257nf, 314; c. control(s), 21, 286f; c. 
endeavor, K., in the Golden Age, 24; c. in¬ 
stitutions, 53f, 286f; c. interaction, K-R, 42-44, 
46, 53, 56f; c. interests, clash of, 287; c. legiti¬ 
macy of leadership, 355; c. maturity of ByKm, 
450; c. mode of life, K., and the fall of Jerusa¬ 
lem, 454; c. monopoly, 2B6; c. needs, ByK, 
and theBKLP,443; c. officials. 286;c. organiza¬ 
tion; of ByKm, 51—54*; of BKLP, 416,438, 
444 449 

c! services of J. comm., 2B6f; c. stature of 
regional R. leadership, 455; c. strength, K., 
no R. data on, 32; c. struggles in medieval 
Jewry, 42, 44; c. supervision, 286; c. taxes, 
287; c. undertaking of the BKLP, 415f, 
444 

Communication [Traffic]: between Byz. and 
Pal.: and ByK cal. query, 325; and chronology 
of Thessalonican feud, 333; and K. cal. require¬ 
ments, 299, 323, 325; by ByK, 184-89, 318f; 
compared with traffic from Bab., 318f; harassed 
by Seljuks and Crusaders, 117n, 189, 325, 
333,442; never really ceased, 325, 337; ruptures 
in, 117n, 323 

between Egypt and PaL, 325; difficulties of, 
in Anatolia and Syria, 121, 325 
Community: consensus of, see Consensus; 
error of, 221f; J., see 1. c.; K., «e K. c.; 
Muslim, ijma of, 222; R., see R. c. 
Community of cause [of purpose; common 
Btand], K-R, 303, 315f, 394-97 
Community of learning, J., and ByKm, 362 
Community of religious observance, M-R, 395 
“Community of sinners,” and "the righteous 
few,” 54 

Comneni, 110*, 121, 143n, 177n; J. population 
under, 159f, 160n 

Compilation, activity of, in the BKLP, 416f, 
438, 440-45,448 (see also K. in Byz.—BKLP) 
■’Compilers” [Ba'ale Asuppoth 1 31, 439*, 443f, 
448 

Composition, social, see Social c. 
Computation, cal., see Calculation 
Comtino, Mordecai, 152n 
Conflict®: in Second Commonwealth era, 
and Km, 20; socio-economic, similarity of, 
in K. and R. society, 45 (see also Calendar 
feuds; Controversy; K.—intra-K; R.—intra-R) 
Conformity, religious: in calendation, in 9thC 
Bab., 380; in daily practices, and the problem 
of belief, 380n; with Bah. tradition, 5; with 
normative consensus, and ka’atakah, 231f 
(see olio Nonconformism) 


Confusion of identity, see Identity 
Congregation of Jacob, 349* (see also Israel; 

J. people; Nation) 

Conquest(s): Arab, 10, 108, 116; Byz. [Chr.], 
30nf, 87-92*. 95-100*, 38Sf; ideological, K., 
25; Latin, of Constantinople, 116, 142*; of 
Crusaders, 8. 25. 30nf, 243, 320, 333, 336, 
427, 4S3f; Seljuk, 106n, 109, 121, 180, 320, 
325, 333, 453; Turkish, 32, 59, 106. 142n, 
151, I52n, 343 

Consensus of community [communal agreement; 
community consent; general consent; universal 
agreement], 208f*. 216, 218-24*, 228-32*, 237 
Conservatism, see K. c. 

Conservation, job of, performed hy BKLP, 452 
Conservative: elements, and ‘Ananism, 18; 
forces, governing linguistic phenomena in 
Jewry, 195 

Consolation of Israel, 411 
Constantine, J. convert of Synnada, 114* 
Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos, 70f 
Constantine VIII, 171 

Constantinople: AbE in, 134f*; aliens in, 138*, 
139, 363n; and Mehmet II, 152n; attraction 
of. 49. 137, 137nf, 146; Bash. in. 188n, 233, 
267 (see also Elijah Bashyachi); BoT in, see 
Benjamin of Tudela; cal. discrepancies between 

K. of, and oAfh-seckers, 340f*; cal. feuds, 
K-R, in, 148n, 329, 346-48, 347n; capital 
transferred to, 105, 107, 131; clergy of, and 
the Holy War, 92n; conquest of: by Latins, 
116, 142*; by Turks, 142n, 151 

Crimean K. pilgrim in, 341n; Crusaders in, 
148, 333n, 347*; Daniel b. Nathan of, I23f*; 
dwellings [houses], J., in, 142,144-48, 327,336; 
Eshkolhak-Koter MSS in, 3Inf, 63n; expulsion 
of J. from, alleged, I43n; foreign merchants 
and merchant colonies in, 80*, 138-42*, 
143n; general population estimates for, 161*,- 
Greelt names of K. scholars in, 199, 200n; 
Hadassi in, 129f; hub of Anatolian roads, 
106f, 109, 131 

J. in, see J. in; K. in, see K. in 
Latins in, 161n; leatherworkers of, I76nf; 
markets of, 143*; merchants, J., moving into, 
80, 138f; migration into, 103, 104n, ll7n, 
138; "partition” in, 146f, 335f; residence in, 

J. , problem of, 143, 149; riots in, 104n, 139*; 
seamen returning to, 174; semi-rural character 
of, lBln; Shemaryah Alexandres in, 347*; silk 
garment manufacturers in, 141n, 142,143n, 14Sf, 
149; synagogues in, 142*; tanners of, 141*, 
142, 145, 176, 176nf; TbM in, 49-51*, 139f, 
244, 325n, 357, 438n; temporary settlement of 
Armenian K. in, 12Bf, 370; T. in, 370, 372; 
training K. leaders in, 188n; vicissitudes of an 
EgJ visitor to, 363n; visit of Oriental K. in, 
128f, 129n. 370 

Constellation of the Ram, 3031 
Contest: between Km and Rm: 'Ananism's 
inherent failure in, 19; changing balance of 
power in, 454f; problem of values in, 19, 21 
between PaL and Diaspora, see Pal-vs-Bab 
[Diaspora] c.; intra-K, for leadership, 455-57 
Continuity: Byz., and the K., 320; of Arabicized 
PaK creativity, 455; of BKLP, 442; of Hebrew 

K. creativity, 456; of Pal-centrirism, 456 
Contradictions, scriptural, see Scriptural c.; 

Bible difficulties 

Controls: communal, J., 21, 286f; governmental, 
Byz,, 170n, 177 

Controversy: and exaggerations, 376; K-M, 
119, 288n, 374, 398, 400, 404f*. 406, 408 
K-R: S3f, 185, 354,432; and Arab historians, 
38f*; and conviviality between K. and R., 
294; and J. national unity, 36, 350; and TbE, 
33 (see TbE); in context of Leviticus, 432; 
over calendar, see Calendar feuds; over details 
of worship, 283-85*; over dietary laws, 285-89*, 
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389-91*, 432; over levitate marriage, 289, 
432; over “morrow after the Sabbath,” 275-77*; 
over Sabbath candles, 265-69*, 355n, 358 
(see also Chr.—intra-Chr; K.—intra-K; R.— 
intra-R; end individual topics of controversy) 
Conversion: to Christianity: 68n, 85n, 160, 331n, 
403n; of Mish. and M., 376,401f, 403*, 414f* 
to Islam, 403n; to Judaism, 64*. 67, 
69; to Km, 51n, 64-67*. 193* 257-60*, 

301 n; to Rm, 66f, 70, 257, 257nf, 259f 
Converts; J„ to Christianity, 26, 114*, 116n, 
280; R„ to Km, 8, 259f*, 301n; to Judaism, 
two categories of, 73 

Conviviality: K-R, hampered, 286, 294; with 
Gentiles, 413f 

Copper Market, in Constantinople, 143n 
Copyists, see K. c., and Scribes 
Corporal chastisement, BenN on, 213 
Corporate system, and functions of J. comm., 286 
•'Corpses, three,” 402, 403n 
Correspondence: 191*, 287; commercial, 191*; 
communal, intercom m unal: K., 22, 52n, 188n, 
191*. 324-26*, 329*; R.: 46^19*, 112*, 116, 
184n, 191*. 330n, 339n; of Bab. exdarch, 
307*, 350n; oi Maimonides, 45In 
“diplomatic,” 70n; "Khazar,” 67*, 70*; 
non-J, 91nf, lOOnf; private: 99n, lOln, U7n, 
198, 198nf, 342n, 363n; of TbM, 27*, 43f*, 
49-53*, 324f*, 420nf, 427-29*; on Thessalo- 
nican feud, 328-35*, 340n, 351 
Corruption: ascribed to God, 410f, 412n; of 
Israel: by Jeroboam, 285, 395, 401; by Mish., 
395, 398, 401 
Corsairs, see Piracy 
Cotyaeum, 109, 115*, 117 
Counter-institutionalism, K., see K. e, 
Courtfs); exilarchic, 5; Gentile, 331n 
Court-writ, 245n 
Courtesy phrases, in Greek, 198 
Craftsmen [artisans], in Byz,: Chr., 174nf; J., 
141n, 142f*; K., 171, 174-78* 

Credit system, in Byz., 178f 
Crete. 88*, 110 

Crimea, Crimean: 61, 108, 121, 303n; J., see 

J. in; K., see K. in; C. War, 324, 436n 
Crop(s), New [barley]. Ripening of: Bab., 305*, 

306; Egyptian, 300*; Palestinian: and . K. 
of PaL, Egypt, and Syria, 341*; and post- 
Crusade Byz., 337*; delays in, 317n, 327*, 
341n; determining K. New Year, 186, 269f, 
292f, 299; early, 326*; observation of, 299, 
300n, 321f; reports [reporting] on, 292, 299, 
322, 329n, 337, 454 (see also Abib ) 

Crusade(s): 7, 15, 117n, 271, 362n; and lunar 
observation, 345f; “Byzantine” [of Eastern 
Christianity], 90-92*; ByJ during, 160n, 452; 
“First”: 31n, 243n, 280, 303, 364; and TbE, 
263*. 333*, 348, 393 

"Fourth,” 63, 122, 148; idea of, 90n-92n; 
impact of. on K„ 243, 250, 280, 303n, 336-39, 
342nf, 346, 453-57; Km in Pal. after, 336, 
339; K-R cal. feuds over abib in Byz., prior 
to, 328, 333*, 345; ransom of J. prisoners 
during, 48nf; ruptures in communication with 
Pal. prior to, 323, 333; “Second," 280; West 
European, 90nf 

post-Crusade: changes in K. rites, 454; 

K. cal accounts, 341n 
pre-Crusade K. cal. accounts, 340h 

Crusaders: destruction of JcKCenter by, 8, 25, 
243, 320, 333, 336, 427, 453f; harassing normal 
communications with Byz., 117n; in Byz., 
333*, 347*; J. in Pal. under. 337n, 454; termed 
Ashkenazim, 347*; TbE on martyrdom of 
Rhin eland J. at the hand of, 333n 
Crusading era [age], 454-57 
Cult of the leader, in messianic sectarianism, 11 
Cultural activity: in Caliphate, 5, 10, 12f; R. 
patterns of, and ByK, 245 


c. adjustment, of ByK, 192n, 245; c. aspects, 
of J. Peripheries, 5, 10; c. creativity: K., 24, 
3S9n, 364; of ByJ, 171* 
c. expanse, Khazaro-Cumanic, 65n; c. 
separateness, K., 24, 359n, 364 
Culture [cultural climate]: Arab [Muslim]: and 
Judaism, 3; and Km, 3, 363f 
Greek, and ByJ, 365; J., see J. c. 

Cumanic [Khazaro-Cumanic] cultural expanse, 
65n 

Cumano-Karaimic dialect, 65 
Curcuas, 88, 166 
Currency, see Coinage 

Customfs): ancient [olden], 16, 4 In, 241; and 
R. ha'atakah. 228; established sectarian, the 
point of departure of Km, 210; Hebrew, 
denounced by Byz. abjuration formula, 282; 
K.: emulated by ByR, 255; safeguarded by 
K. communal consolidation, 55* 

"of Gentiles.” 220; Pal., 13, 16, 253, 255, 
318; R.: absorption of, by ByK. 204, 242, 
243*, 248n; tinged with K. coloring, 252 
regional [local], 5, 13, 16, 208*, 219, 221; 
Samaritan, 281; traditional J., abandoned by 
M., 413; validity of, 224, 233. 239, 285; varia¬ 
tions of, 11 

See also Practices; Traditions 
Customary Laws [Unwritten Laws of Local 
Custom], 208* 

Cycle, nineteen-year, see Calendar c. 

Cycle of scriptural readings, 251n, 447* 
Cynicism, of Mish., 380n 
Cyprus, Cypriot: BoT on, 34n, 113, 119n, 153, 
159n, 386f*; Byz. reconquest of, 88'*, 110, 
120*; heresy, heretics, U9n, 386f*; J; in, see 
J. in; K. in, see K. in; M. in, 3861, 392; ties of, 
with Attaleia, 49, 119n, 386 
Cyzicus, 107 

Czarist (government of) Russia, 28n, 40, 247n 


Da’ath, 226n, 237 

Damascus: and Byz. campaigns, 96, 99f*, 386; 
Tsunians in, 215n, 381nf; J. in, see J. in; K. 
in, see K. in 
Damietta, 48, 112n 

Daniel: Book of, actualized, 76, 78, 88nf, 94f*, 
165f*, 365n; Fast of, 268n 
Daniel b. ‘Azaryah. Pal. gaon and patriarch, 42, 
288n, 298 

Daniel b. Nathan [Kostandini], 123f* 

Daniel al-Kumisi: 19, 313, 368n; against ‘Anan, 
211, 21 Inf, 367nf, 420n; against identifying 
"Zion” with Bab., 310*; against R. anthropo¬ 
morphic literature, 240n, 265n; against the 
“Rich of the Diaspora,” 22, 312; appeal of, 
for settlement in Jerusalem, 22, 55n, 187n, 
299*, 31 Of*; asserts that model K. living 
conceivable only in Pal., 314; bibliography on, 
55n; cal. arguments of, for return to Zion, 
299; change in Pal-centricism after, 320; 
condemning "exilic way of life,” 22, 309-13*; 
deploring inner K. differences, 219n, 220*, 
399; earliest K. to use the term “Mourners of 
Zion.” 23, 301n; emigrates and settles in 
Jerusalem, 313, 382n; guiding new JeKCenter, 
22f, 309; loyalty of, to Islamic rule, 164-66, 
364, 365n; modem research on, 313 

on: cal. difference as symbol of nation's 
split, 311, 351n; calendation as witchcraft, 
283n; imitating the “custom of Gentiles,” 
220; "morrow after the Sabbath.” 276n; 
order of Redemption, 3l0f*; R. persecution 
ofK., 55n; reasons for length of Exile,37n, 310* 
opposition of, to philosophy. 207n; Pal- 
centricism of, and its impact, 22f, 220, 309-17*, 
320, 368; pessimist prognosis of K. future in 
Diaspora, by, 314; preaches exodus from 
Diaspora, 313; re mains K., though departing 
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from ‘Ananite doctrine, 368*; reported that 
some BaK: deny resurrection, 369n; forsook 
abib. 309, 311, 317; view man’s spirit alone as 
subject of God’s punishment, 369n 

saw BaK gravitation to Rm prior to his 
emigration to Pal., 313; scholar in Scripture 
and philology, 368n; stressed need for K. 
communal consolidation, SSn 

•'s Pithron Shenem ‘Asar (Commentary on 
the Minor Prophets), 53n, 310n-13n 
See also [aI-]Kumisi School 
Darkness, on Sabbath eve in K. homes; 231, 
265-69*. 393n 

David, House of, 15 (see also Davidic) 

David b. Bo’az [ Nasi ; K. patriarch], 83n, 258, 
261 n, 419*. 421, 448* 

David b. Daniel b. ‘Azaiyah [R. Nasi ], 42*, 
288n, 298* 

David al-Fasi, 66n, 69*, 206n 
David Kimhi, 74n 
David Kukizow, 347n 
David b. Zakkai, 42 

Davidic: aristocracy [Davidism], 15,18; branches, 
15. 99n; descent (extraction, genealogy], 14—16; 
Exilarchale. 15; K. Patriarchate (House of 
’Anan], 15, 99n, 161, 455; leadership, in 

medieval Jewry, 15, 18; pretenders, 15 
Day(s), Calendar-day; count of [measure of]; 
evening-to-evening, 378*, 395*. 397*; moming- 
to-moming, 378*, 385, 386f*, 394f*; solar, 
378f*. 394-97* 

of Creation. 395*; of Sacrifices, 395* 
Daylam, 165 

“De-*Ananization" of Km, 19, 182n 
Dead: burial of, 253*; formulae after the, 419nf 
Dead Sea: Scrolls, 4n, 19-21, 254n, 376, 378n 
(see also Cave finds; Judaean Desert finds); 
sectaries, see Quin ran Sect 
Debate(s), Disputcfs): between BaK and PaK, 
307*. 32In, 322; K-R: and Hebrew tr. of 
Saadyah. 225; and TbE, 263 (see TbE); in 
context of Leviticus. 432; in Spain, 345, 345nf; 
on reading the Scripture in synagogue, 447*; 
over abib, 300*; over bigamy, 289; over calen¬ 
dar, 56 (see Calendar feuds); over Oral Law, 
285; ready-made material for, 442 

mock, with M„ staged by TbM, 398; public, 
with the rise of Km, 18. See also Conflict; 
Controversy; Divergence; Feuds 
Decentralization, of Jewry, 202* 

Deeds of sale, 179 

Defiance, by peripheries of Diaspora, 3f, 10 
(see also Dissent; Protest) 

Dehiyyoth, see Postponements, R. 

“Deities, three," worship of, 402, 403n 
Delightful Treasure : 419, 438 (see TbM’s Osar 
Nehmady, the title, implications of, 440, 440nf 
Demographic composition of Byz., 192n, 193f; 
d. heterogeneity, and J. sectarianism, 381; 
d. transformation of the Near East, 118 
Denomination(s), religious: multiplicity of, and 
J. sectarianism, 381 

Denominational allegiance [persuasion, identity, 
etc.]: and all-J identity, 40; and calendar, 
273; and regional solidarity, 316; not specified 
in Lithuanian charters, 38n; of Ben Asher, 
257n; of Ibn Kuraish, 257n; of Tustari 
brothers, 52n, 257n; superseded by Pal-vs- 
Diaspora division, in DaK's exposition, 31 If- 
See also Allegiance; K. allegiance 
Denouncement by association, 273, 275, 393f 
(see also Innuendo) 

Denunciation, 335 
Derbend. 76 

Desecration: of festivals, 326*, 329, 401; of 
Go 's name, deplored, 313; of the Sabbath, 
and Mm, 393*. 394. 401, 413 
Desert [Sinai Wilderness], thanksofferings in, 
400, 412 (see also Judaean D.) 


Designing textile patterns, 174nf 
Destiny, J„ tipped the R. way by Saadyah, 18 
(see also J. fraternity of late) 

Deterioration of ByK MSS, 31, 31nf 
Deuterosis, 282, 282nf 

Deviationist: leanings, of 'Anan, discovered by 
geonim, 15; movements of 9thC, anti-'Ananite 
and anti-R., 368f; practices [usages, observ¬ 
ances]: and regional consensus, 209; first exposi 
of, by ‘Anan, 17 

Dialect(s): Karaimic, 65; of Byz-Turkish R., 
152. See also Jargon 

Dialectics: K., 17, 208f, 256, 364; M., 398 
Diaspora, Jewish Dispersion: 'Anan’s program 
of self-segregation in, 16; and problem of 
thanksofferings, 410; and problems of calendar, 
270f, 299. 305, 306n, 308, 321, 326*. 340, 349f*; 
back-regions of, see Peripheries; communication 
between Pal. and, 299; consumption of meat 
in, permitted by Till., 370f, 371n; DaK against 
planting gardens in, 312; DaK's pessimistic 
prognosis of K. future In, 314; DaK’s plan 
for settlement of J. from, in Jerusalem, 22, 
187n; effect of DaK’s Pal-centricism on, 
3!4f; exodus from: demanded by DaK, 313; 
thought impractical by later Pal-centrics, 320 
extending Bab. jurisdiction over, 21; fringe 
areas of, see Peripheries; God’s Torah forsaken 
in, 31 If; growing R. settlements in, 26; JeK 
Center against those who remained in, 309; 

J. farming in. and K. law, 181; J. position in, 
313*; J. possession of land in, 181; J. worship 
in, turns idolatrous, 313; justification of Km’s 
existence in, questioned, 316; K. laws of 
impurity in. 253*; K. mode of life in, revised 
after fall of Jerusalem, 454; living in, immanent- 
ly R-inspired and centered on business, 3l2f; 
margins of, see Peripheries; “Mourning” in, 
427-29; new attitude to, of later Pal-centrics, 
320f; no R. population data available on K. in, 
till 12thC, 32; outskirts of, see Peripheries; 
peripheries of, see Peripheries; pietists [piety] 
in, 309f, 31 On. 427; “Proud and Mighty of,’’ 
310*; R. leaders in, blamed for length of 
Exile, 37 1 , 310; “Rich of," 22, 312f; status 
of J. in, compared with Khazars, 71; students 
from, in PaL, 187; tithe in, 182n; training 
leaders for, 188n 

Diaspora Jew: ‘Anan, 305; Kirk., 220; 
Diaspora [diasporic] Jewry, 19, 21, 195, 301, 
311, 350 

K. Diaspora, 244, 314, 316, 321f, 336; 
Roman Diaspora, 13In 
Diaspora-minded: ‘Anan, 16f, 22, 305f; 
party, against Pal-centrics, 304nf 
Diasporic asceticism, ascetics, 16, 428n; d. 
“community of the pious,” 16; d. conditions, 
reflected in some biblical books, 321; d. dicho¬ 
tomy, 313-15; d. die-hards, combatted by 
DaK, 22; d. Judaism, repudiated by DaK, 
314; d. Km [K.], and Pal., 306, 321f; d. leader, 
TbM, 437n: d. (way of) life, condemned, 309, 
313; d. living, Pal-centric criteria of, 318; 
d. nationalism of ‘Anan, 16f; d. orientation, 
313; d. position, held hopeless, 310; d. self- 
determination, 316; d. synagogue, in ‘Anan's 
doctrine, 16, 182n; d. view, represented by 
Saadyah, 302; d. worship, 309f 
Dictation, 417* 

Dietary laws [injuctions]: 282n, 401f, 433nf; 

K. . 288*, 297n, 371 *, 389-91*, 392, 433nf; 
K-R controversy over, 285-89 *, 389-91*, 
432; of Tin.. 371* 

d. stipulations, in K-R marriage contract, 
288*, 297* 

Differentiation: K-R, along class lines, 44f; 

regional. 302* 

Dinaifs), 329, 330n 

Dtnlm [Laws], BenN’s categories of, 215 
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Diocletian, 105 

Disillusionment, of messianic sectarianism, 12, 16 
Disintegration: of central J. self-government, 
202; of Eastern Caliphate, 202, 382; of Km, 
in 9thC, 219, 314, 399; of K. ties with Pal., 
because of Crusades, 343n (see also Crusades) 
Dispersion, J., see Diaspora 
"Dispersion, People of,” 3IOf* 

Dissension(s): dynastic, in Islam, 10; sectarian 

J. , and Gentile governments, 33 In; within 
Km [splits], 216, 219-21*, 302*, 399 (see also 

K. —intra-K; K. splinter groups) 

Dissent: anti-R, 305, 368; anti-talmudic. Golden 
Age of, 381; J. [in Jewry], 18, 20, 
209, 379f, 395n; K., scholastic, 265; M., 
369, 380*, 385 ;T„ 369 

Dissenters: J., 7, 10, 41, 212n, 368n, 3B7n, 390; 
nOn-K, 6, 7, 390 

Dissident activity, in 9thC Bab., 380; d. com¬ 
munities, consensus of, 224, 230; d. groups, 
pressure of, on ByK, 399; d. literature [scholar¬ 
ship], 8f; d. movements, see J. d. m.; d. popula¬ 
tion, and effects of migrations, 219; d. practices, 
221 

Dissidents: creativity of, and the "Bab.. exodus,” 
381; M., incongruous with ‘Ananism, 368f 
Divergence(s) [diflerancefs), dissimilarities]: be¬ 
tween: BaKand ByK, in origin and history, 

319-22; Compilation and Translation, in BKLP, 
443-45; K. and M., in attitude to Bible, 406-8; 
K. and T., 368-71, 371n; Kirk.’s and Hadassi's 
accounts of Mish., 373f, 374n; Kirk.'s and 
Hadassi’s accounts of Till., 370f, 371 nf; Kirk.’s 
and TbM’s accounts of Mish., 375f, 414; 
Mish. and the archaic calendar, 379n; ON 
MSS of Lucki and of the Bodl. Library, 433nf 
in modern interpretations of the accounts 
of Tiff., 372n; intra-K, over calendar, see 
Calendar deviations. C. discrepances, C. rift 
K-R: absence of, in appraisal of international 
situation, 454; academic, 291 n; and all-J 
unity, 36, 40; and K. institutional separatism, 
53f; based on scholastic postulates common to 
all Jewry, 18; compared with R-‘Tsunian 
relations, 381n; emphasis on, 262, 265; exegetic 
and legalistic, 32f; inspire curiosity and breed 
hostility, 354; lit. arguments on, 354; of ritual, 
41, 54, 204, 297; Over blowing the shojor, 
283f*; over calendar, see Calendar discrepances, 
C. feuds, C. rift; over details of worship, 
53f, 283-85*; over dietary laws, 285-89*, 
389-91*, 432; over "four species,” 284f*; 
over marital laws, 54, 289f*; over "morrow 
after the Sabbath," 275-77*; over practical 
matters, provoke debates on authority of 
Oral Law, 385; over Sabbath candles, 265-69*. 
358; presented along regional and social lines, 
312 

of 'Anan, from normative practice, 17f; 
of ByR, from non-ByR, in cycle of prophetic 
readings for synagogue, 447n; of Km, from 
earlier sects, 5-7, Ilf; of later ByKm, from 
original ways of TbM, 456; of TbM, from 
accepted procedure governing title of “Mour¬ 
ner”, 427-30; regional, 209 
Divine Ethics, 407; D. Law, 54,407;D. Manifesta¬ 
tion of Lawmaking Authority, 407; D. Morality, 
407; D. Name, translation of, 423n; D. Recon¬ 
ciliation with Israel, 37, 299; D. Vehicle of 
Revelation, Hebrew, 21; D. Voice, 358; D. 
Wisdom, 407; D. Writ [kaihub], 237 
Division: absence of, on evening-to-evening day 
count, argued, 397*; of BKLP, into Compila¬ 
tion and Translation, 416f, 44 Jf; of K. history 
[periodization], 302*; of solar calendar-year, 
377, 378n 

Divisions in Jewry, sectarian, 366f, 367n (see 
also J. sects) 

Divorce, 285 


"Do's supersede the do-not’s,” 405nf 
Docimian marble, 114, 

Doctrinefs) [Teachings]: ‘Ananite, see 'Allan, 
'Ananite; K.: allegedly transplanted from 
Islam to Chr. Europe by YbY, 8; combatted 
by TbE, 291, 360 (see TbE); described in 
scriptural terms, 439; in relation to T. doctrine, 
370f, 37ln; theme of M. polemics, 372; wrongly 
presented as least common denominator 
of anli-talmudism, 367 
legitimacy of, equated with legitimacy of 
its exponents.355; M., see Mish., M.; of Cypriot 
heretics, and BoT, 283n; of early Sages, 
additions to, 349; of Till., 370f, 371n; R.: 
Studied and attacked by K., 260*; viewed 
as "commandment of men learned by rote," 
284n 

Domestikos, 88n 
Doormen, K., 178 
Doroth GaSuth , 310* 

Dorylaeum, 107 
Dwelling houses, rent for, I79f 
Dwellings; J.;in Constantinople, 142-48*, 336; 
in Thessalonica, 147n, 149f* (see also Jews’ 
quarter) 

K-R proximity of: 56, 1 44 -48, 327*, 

336; and cal. feuds, 56, 293, 327, 336; 

and conversions to Km or Rm, 257; and 
Sabbath eve, 251, 267 
Dyeing: of textiles, 174; of skins, 177* 


East: 87, 333n; decline of, 451*; Judaism in, 
and Mairaonides, 45ln; Km [K. comm.] in: 
8, 87n, 203, 333. 359; and ByKm, 251,341n, 456 
K. migration from, 163. 190, 362 (see also 
Immigration); M. in, 389, 391f, 403nf; Muslim: 
76, 96, 102; K. Immigrants from, 320, 450; 
K. lore in, 243; Themes of, see Eastern Th. 
East-West communication, 325 
Middle East, 78, 88nf, 97, 201; Near East: 
167, 201, 280, 453; K. immigrants from, 319; 
K. of, and calendar, 34lf* 

Easter, Chr., 272, 279, 280*, 338f* 

Eastern element, ByK denounced as, 363; e. 
histories, 26n, 87n; e. immigrants, 366; e. K., 
and the Sabbath, 251; e. Themes, imperial, 
100*, 385; e. Trade Route, 114n 
Mid(dle) Eastern: Jewry, and Bab. tradition, 
5; society, highly commercialized, 221 

Near Eastern: J. Dispersion, BoT’s tour of, 
113; K., and Pai-centricism, 343 
Eclecticism, Eclectic: 30, 172*, 33ln, 440* 
Economic: activity [frinetion], J., 12ln, 132;e. ad¬ 
justment, ByKproblems of, 192n, 248; e. aspects, 
of K-R feuds, 286f, 327; e. breakdown, of Syrian 
cities, 96-98; e. center of Islam, moving to 
Baghdad, 12; e. clauses, in Byz-Muslim armistice 
agreements, 97*, 101; e. decline, of Thessa- 
lonican Jewry under the Venetians, 330; e. 
diversification, of ByK, 170-82; e. enterprise 
of Constantinople, shifting to foreigners’ 
quarters, 141; e. expedience, and the Khazars’ 
conversion to Judaism, 69; e. importance, of 
Adrianople, 152n; e. inertia, ByK not hampered 
by, 182; e. partnership [unity, similarity], 
K-R, 44, 46, 48, 56, 169, 171; e. policy, Byz., 
138*, 140n, 170n, 176nf; e. prominence, of 
Fustat K., 162; e. prosperity, 5, 10, 12, 17, 45, 
164; e. protest, and Km, 44; e. pursuits: 
K-R similarity of, 44, 48, 171; variations in, 
and intra-K differences, 220 
e. references in K. literature, 171-82*; e. 
stability, and need for self-expression, 450; 
e. strength, of EgKm, 364, 453, 455; e. ties, 
ByK unhampered by, 182; e. transformation 
of the Middle East, 9, 118, 120n. 167 
Economy: Byz.: integration of immigrants in, 
117n, 169; function of foreigners in, 140; 
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special features of, 138n, 170n, 179; and 
urbanization, 182 

ByJ, 182, 202; ByK, 170f, 174, 182 
‘Edah, 208, 218-23*, 229*, 230-32, 371n (see 
also Consensus) 

Edessa [Urfa], 91, 129f, 129n, 153 
Edom (Christianity), and K., 279 
Education; K., 62, 248-50*, 450; of TbM, in 
Jerusalem, 50; public, by J. Central Institutions, 
12 

Efendipulo (K. surname), 199, 200n 
Egypt: allegiance to, resented by Byz-bom K., 
455f; anti-K messages from, read in Thessa- 
lonica, 335; appellation “Jews” in, included 
K., 38; Byz. bases against, 108; Christians of, 
involved in cal. controversy, 280n; commerce 
of, 47f, 97f, 119, 191*; correspondence with 
and in, see Correspondence; Crimean K. 
pilgrim in, 34In; documents from, on J. 
communal feuds, 42; ensuring continuity of 
Arabicized PaK creativity, 455; exodus of 
Bab. sectaries, also to, 381; Fatimid, strength 
of, 97, 100; governed by Tulunids, 24f, 84, 
382n; high standing of sectarianism in, 382; 

J. fleeing to, 100; J. in, see J. in; K. emissaries 
from, gathering abib data in Pal., 34lf; K. 
influence in, 254-56; K. marriage contract 
from, 317n; K-R cal. discrepancy in, 327*, 
334; K-R interaction in, 43; K-R marriage 
contracts from, 297f*, 299; K. in, see K. in; 
later seat of K. Patriarchate, 453, 455; linked 
with Byz., 47, 97, 172; linked with Italy and 
the West, 98; migration from, 104*, 117n, 
167*; Moses’ miracles in, 238; population 
estimates for, 160; preservation of ties with, 
by immigrants to Byz., 117n, 191*; R. revival 
in, 254f; R. in, see R. of; reservoir of K. wealth 
and political strength, 364, 455; ripening of 
crops in, 300*; Saadyah, coming from, 23f, 
363n; some builders of ByKm came from, 
319; TbM’s visit to and correspondence with, 
27n, 43f*, 49f*, 52f*, 4l9n, 427-29*; traffic 
between, and Pal., 325 

Egyptian aflairs, in Genizah finds, 45n; “E. 
argument” of Saadyah, regarding abib, 300n; 
E. crop, interpreted as abib, 300*; E. formula 
of K. marriage contract, 296n; E. J., see J. in 
Egypt; E. K., see K. in Egypt; E. Nagid [Rais 
al-Yahud], 38n; E. ports, ByJ traffic with, 170; 
E. shore [coast]: appearance of ByK on, 47; 
Attaleia’s commerce with, 47, 110; personal 
and commercial ties with, by immigrants to 
Byz., Ill 

E. R., see R. of Egypt; Solomon,“the—,”167n 
Elhanan, Rabbi, 224n 
Elija, Patriarch of Alexandria, lOOnf 
Elijah, Prophet, 358 

Elijah b. Abraham: 29n, 199n, 36lf, 362n; on 
survival of M. and T,, 366—68, 367n, 370, 373 
-'s Hiliuk ha-Kara'im we ha-Rabhanim : 
36n, 45n, 55n; account of K. schism in, 28f, 
29n, 33n, 294f, 295n; epithet for TbM in, 449; 
list of K. leaders in, 428n: on sectarian divisions 
in Jewry, 366f, 367n 

Elijah Bashyachi: Afendopolo, pupil of, 242, 
282n; and reconstruction of ByK history, 
31f*; and training of K. leaders, 188n; anti-M 
texts of, 373n, 389n; ascribing acknowledgment 
of K. truth to Ibn Ezra and Maimonides, 
236; ascribing ambivalence of statements to 

K. scholars, 235f*; ascribing ON to YbY, 
278n; attributing to 1 IthC K. scholars tendency 
to Sabbath reform, 235*, 251n, 266f; attributing 
to sources multiplicity of meanings and inten¬ 
tions, 237; bibliography on, 31n; chronological 
errors of, 32n; chronology of, 31, 342; cor¬ 
respondence of, with Troki and Luck, 188n; 
credited TbM with introduction of PaKm to 


Byz., 31; disciple of R. masters, 31f, 238; 
disliked Ashkenazic Jewry, 196u; echoed 
scepticism of a Renaissance man, 238; efforts 
of, to liberalize K. law, 234; epithets for TbM, 
by, 449n; ideologist of Turkish K. intelligentsia, 
236; inferring K. history from R. sources, 31f; 
innovations of, 208, 250f, 251n; interpretation 
of ha'atakah by, 237-39*; interpreted Shine'or 
as Russia, 303n; “last codifier" of K. law, 31n, 
200n, 233 

on: AbE’s activity in Constantinople, 134n; 
Articles of Faith, 200n, 233n; calendar, 

292n, 30Qn, 303n-5n, 323n, 340*, 341n-43n, 
344*; customary laws, 209*, 23 Inf; double- 
talk in R. literature, 236; early K. translators, 
191n; fire and candles on the Sabbath, 235, 
251n, 266f, 267n; hagbarah, 321 n; laws of' 
impurity, 253n; own method, 236; ‘omer, 
278n; rlkkub, 82m; roots of K. jurisprudence, 
237f*; sebel as “burden,” 231m; Talmud, 
241n; Tobias Doctrine, 233-39*; transmission 
of “all Israel,” 232n; verification of Torah 
through oral transmission, 238* 

one path from TbM to, 251; preferred 
Sephardi J., 196n; proposed curriculum of 
instruction, 237n; protagonist and product of 
K-R rapprochement, 31n, 234; reading between 
the lines of R, literature, 32*, 236; shedding 
light on position of Turkish Km, not on ByK 
beginnings, 32; spokesman of sectarian elite, 
234; system of interpreting sources, by, 234- 
37*; traditions of, on ByK beginnings, 3IF* 
-’s Code [Addereth Ehyyahu ]: Afendopolo’s 
Supplement to, 282n; editions of, 31n; follows 
traditional K. order of festivals from Nisan, 
340n; on method of K. liberals, 235; unfinish ed, 
282n, 373n 

-’s Iggereth Cid han-Nasheh, 3In. See also 
Bashyachi Family [School] 

Elisha bar Shinaya of Nisibis, 164* 

Elite: BaK, and DaK, 314; creed of, by Bash., 234 
Elul (month), 317n, 345 
Embroidery, 174nf 
Emessa [Hims], 97 

Emigration: from Armenia, 64n, 128, 370, 372; 
firom Bab., see Babylonia, and Exodus; from 
Byz., 58n, 63, 86, 127n; from Crimea, 58*, 
60n; from Diaspora, 309, 315, 317, 320f, 
382n; from Egypt, 104, 117n, 167*; from 
Syria, 382n. See also Immigration 
Emissaries [envoys], Emissary, K., 34If, 347 
Emotionalism, Emotional appeals, in Byz., 
256f, 260 

Encyclopedic: objectives of BKLP, 440-43*; 
scope, expressed in titles of ByK books, 245n, 
440*, 442 
Endogamy, 82 

Enoch, Ethiopic Book oi, 378* 

“Enrichment” ["Riches”], lit., in ByKm, 440* 
Environment: different, and TbM’s account 
of Mish., 376; new, adjustment to, as reflected 
in ByK history, 25; variations in: and inner 
K. differences, 220; and plurality of sects, 
11. See Bab. e.; Byz. e.; Chr. e.; Greek e.; 
Muslim e. 

Ephesus, 105, 107, 112, 114*, 117 
Ephraim b. Shemaryah, 46 
Epigoni, lit., of Km, 8, 30f 
Epikorosin, 386nf 

Epistle(s): see Correspondence; of SbM, see 
Sahl b. Masliah 
Equinox, vernal, 303f 
Eres Soba, 341 

Eres Yisrael, see Land of Israel 
Error of whole community, 221f, 222n 
Error(s): cal., Bash, on, 340n; chronological, 
of Bash., 32n; grammatical, TbM on own, 
19In, 420, 422, 424, 426, 430; in citing earlier 
authorities, TbM on, 420f, 441 
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‘Error(s)”: K., TbE on, 290; R., exposed by 
Zadok, 276ni; sensitivity to the other party's, 
293 

Eschatological expectations, 36 

Eshkol hak-Kofer, see Yehuda Hadassi 

Eski Krim, see Sulkhat 

Estanor, 147n 

Esther (biblical), 67 

Esther Kyra, 144n 

Ethiopic Book of Enoch, see Enoch 

Ethnical independence of K. from J., argued, 40 

Elhrog, 284 

Etymology, K.: of ablb, 300n; of sha'ainez, 175nf 
Eudokia (Jewess), 199 
Eulogon, 288n, 357n 
Euphrates River, 88, 97*, 10S, 137 
Europe, European: 29, 102, 148, ISO, 152; 
Km (in), 8, 163 

Eastern Europe, East European: K. (in), 
see K. in; K-R relations in, 40 

Western Europe, 90nf, 174n, 178, 183, 
451n (see also West) 

Eustathius, 149f, 161n 
Eutychius, 137n 
Evangelists, 413 

Evolution: of ByK attitude to the Talmud, and 
TbM, 244; of Halakhah [halakhic], 359f; 
of Jewry, geonic Impact on, S; of Km: ByK 
contribution to, 250, 416, 449; llthC turning* 
point in, 244 

of PaK legislation in Byz., and ha'atakah, 
226, 229n, 230 

Evolutionary: principle in J. law, 358-60; process 
of Jewry, and Km, 361 
Examination of slaughtered animals, see Inspection 
Exarch(ol ) ( prostatas] , 176n 
Excommunication [Ban]: of K., 41, 41nf; of M., 
275n, 384*, 386f, 392, 414 
Exegesis, see Biblical e. 

Exegetes; see Biblical commentators; "—of 
Jerusalem,” 185n 

Exegetic(al) arguments, of TbM against Mm, 
396, 401*; e. literature, K., rise of, 22, 217; 
e, polemics, K-R, in Byz., 447*; e. schools, 
opposing, in PaKm, 261n, 421; e. writings 
[compositions]: of Saadyah, in Hebrew tr., 
225, 225nf; of YbA and YbY, popular in 
Spain, 346n, 359n; popularity of, in Byz., 
446f; references to Bible difficulties in, 409n; 
translated in Byz., 190, 4471; see also Biblical 
commentaries 

non-exegetical arguments, of TbM against 
Mm, 401 

Exilarch(s): 12f, 15, 42, 295n; and the calendar, 
306f, 307n, 350n 
Exilarchate, 3, 10, 22f 

Exilarchic activity, beneficial, 5; e. administration, 
5; e. authority, 12, 14f, 41*; e. Bab., citadel 
of Rm, 21; e. bureaucracy, abuses by, 5,10, 15; 
e. court, 5; e. fisc, IS; e. institutionalism, 
countered by 'Allan, 14; e. office and the Cali¬ 
phate, 15; e. succession, and ‘Anan, 15, 295n 
Exile, deposed exilarchs in, 15 
Exile, J.: absence of permanent court in, and 
lunar observation, 270; and Khazars, 73; 
and national “mourning,” 268, 313; Assyrian, 
321, 344n; Bab., 321, 344*; Israelite, 311; 
Judaean, 311; length of, 310*; punishment of 
K. in, 247 

Exilic conditions [realities], adjustment to, 
321, 340; e. experience of Jewry, 344*; e. 
"mourning” on Sabbath, 268; e. way of life, 
and Pal-centricism, 309-13* 
pre-exilic PaL, 253n 

Exodus: "Bab.,’* of pietists and sects in 9thC, 
22, 3l4f, 317, 380-83*, 385; from the Diaspora: 
considered imperative by DaK, 313; thought 
impractical by later Pal-centrics, 320 


"into the wil demess of the peoples,” 31 
Exodus-Levlticus Anonymous: against R. claim 
to true exposition of Torah, 357, 358n; against 
Saadyah on calendar, 300n; and the importance 
■ of Leviticus, 361n, 433; and TbE, a comparison, 
262; based on PaK exegetes, 448n; chronology 
and origin of, 245f, 246n, 357, 364, 448n; 
deploring Roman rule, 246, 247n; hailing 
Islam for support of Km, 364, 364nf; Hebrew 
Saadyan quotations in, 226nf; identity of, 
245nf, 365n; messianic vein in, 247nf, 282n 
on: Jubilee, 282n; R. calendar, 247; R. 
marriage laws, 246; Redemption, 248, 364; 
sins of K. and R„ 248n; Talmud, 241n 
state of publication of, 30nf, 247n, 260n; 
stressed K-R difference, 246, 262; used term 
ha'atakah, 226n; warned against dangers of 
excessive adjustment, 245-47*, 248n 
Expansion: Byz., military, 31n, 87-90, 163, 166; 
demographic, of Km, 161-63,162n; geographic: 
of Bab. talmudic authority, 12f, 221; of Km: 
7, 152-54, 162n, 163, 457; inarticulate, prior 
to TbM, 450; not reported by non-J historians, 
38; wrongly ascribed to propaganda, 79-83, 425 
of K. holidays, into two festive days, 339; 
of K. scholarship, 8; of Mm, 384; semantic: 
of ha'atakah, 226-39*; of sebel, 230nf 
Expectations [hopes]: eschatological, of K. and 
R., '36; messianic, see Messianic e. 

Exposition of Scripture [of Law], see Interpretation 
Expulsion, of J. from Constantinople, 143n 
Extermination, of K. in Spain, 56n 
Eye-witnessing of New Moon, sea Lunar Observa¬ 
tion 

Ezra (biblical), 285n 


Fables, 174n 

Fairfs): of Thessalonica, 148n, 328f, 329n; of 
Trebizond, 124* 

Family life, ByJ, K. influence on, 291; f. names, 
see Names; f. purity, neglect of: and M., 413; 
a standard item in medieval polemics, 413f 
Farmers: information on abib by, 322f; J.: and 
K. legislation, 181; at Krisa, 181 
Fars, 219n 

[al-] Fasi, see David al-Fasi 
Fast [-days]: 267, 268* (see also Yam Kippur); 
of Daniel, 268n 

Fasts and Feasts, 54, 375n, 377, 432 
Fat(s), 375n, 389-91*, 395, 409n, 423n 
Fat-tail [alyah], 260n, 287f*, 297*, 371n, 389-91* 
Fate, J., see J. Fraternity of Fate 
Fatimid, Fatimids: 89n, 91, 97, 100, 161f, 167*, 
453; interdiction of ban on PaK by, 42n 
Fayyum, Saadyah of, 390 
Feast: of Sukkoth, see Festival of Booths; of 
Trumpets \ Yom Teru'ah], 281; of Unleavened 
Bread [Hag ham-Massoth], 281 
Festival: of Booth [Feast of Sukkoth], 272, 
284f, 285n, 333n, 334, 341n; of Purim, 326*, 
340n; of Weeks [Pentecost, Shabu'oth], 275f, 
278f*, 339n, 371*, 377* 

Festivals [Feasts, Holidays]: Byz.: Easter, most 
important of, 338 

J.: and Byz. abjuration formula, 280-82; 
and Jubilee, 282*; and K. marriage contract, 
295*; and national "mourning,” 268*; cutting 
the ‘omer on, 278*; DaK on, 311; dates of, 
and J. unity, 270, 349f*; desecration 

of, 283, 326*, 329, 401; divergence on, 
and the "partition” in P6ra. 336; economic 
aspects of defiance of, by other party, 
327; ideas preached to ByR on, and 
l*kah Tab, 263; intra-K discrepances over, 
34ln, 352; K. dates of; determined through 
observation of Pal. crops, 186; different 
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from R. dates, 270; observed by some R, 
along with R. dates, 253, 271 
K. expansion of, into two festive days, 
suggested, 339; order of, 281, 333n, 340n; 
PaK reply to ByK query on, 326*, 375n, 
433f; postponement of, because of delayed 
abib, 293; precalculated postponements of, 
384, 395; proclamation of, claimed dependent 
on J. people, 348; prohibition of marital 
relations on, by K„ 297*, 298; R. dates of: 
defied by K., 327; followed by M., 379f, 
384, 395*; observed by 'Isunians, 274n, 38tn 
R. taunted for not compromising on, but 
on matters of belief, 380nf; SbM on, 253, 
316n; Tract on, see Joseph al-Basir; volume 
of ON on, 375n, 434 

Feuds, sec Conflicts; Controversy; Calendar 
feuds 

Fields, acquisition of, 179 
Fihrist, Arabic, of Eshkot hak-Kofer, 28n 
Financial enterprises, joint Gentile-J, 180*; 
f. support: of MoZ by wealthy K., 45; sought 
by Alexandrian comm., 46 
Fire, on a Sabbath, 205, 235*. 266f* 

Firkowicz, A.: and his finds and theories, 58n, 
59f*, 64n, 125, 325*; and K. of Istanbul, 
196; as editor, 28n, 30n, 59n, 61n, 71, 213n; 
claimed existence of two ThM, 325n, 419n; 
on authorship of Yehi Me'oroth, 52n; on 
K. MSS lost in Gozlow, 324, 436n; published 
spurious letter of TbM, 325*; reported a 
commentary on whole Pentateuch by TbM, 
436n; selected excerpts from EL A, 29 n, 246nf, 
248n 

Firkowicz Collections, 60n, 94n, 125, 126 
First-horn, laws of, 291 n 
Fiscal aspects of sectarian dissent, 10, 15; f. perse¬ 
cution of K„ by R„ 55*; f. policies of govern¬ 
ments, and the K., 37f, 38n 
Fish, Greek names for, 173, 198 
Florence, 141n 

Folkways, R., combatted by K., 283 
Food: prepared by Gentiles, 253n, 297*, 401*; 
ritual cleanliness of: and K-R relations, 253*, 
285f; supervised by J. community, 286 
Foreign, Foreigners, in Byz.: 104n, 138-42*, 
143n, 146, 183n, 363n; ByK denounced as, 
363f*. See also Aliens; Strangers 
Foreignness [Alienage], accusation of, and 
By Km, 363-65*, 388, 416 
Forum Augusteion, 92n 

Fossilization of Km, postponed by ByK, 456f 
Foundations: of Judaism, and abrogation, 
412f; of Km: historical, laid in Bab., 319; 
in Turkey, Russia and Poland, laid in Byz., 
25; scholarly, laid by lower aristocracy and 
intelligentsia, 18 

Founding Fathers, of Km, 210, 212, 216, 306, 
421. See also 'Anan; BenN 
“Four Species,” 284f* 

Fowl: consumption of, with milk, 289; names 
of, transmitted by tradition, 285 
France, 45In 

Frankish merchants, in Constantinople, 139n 
Fraternity of Fate, J,, see J. F. of F, 

Fringe areas of Dispersion, see Peripheries 
Fringes, ritual [stsllh], see Ritual fringes 
Frontiersmen: earliest J. sectarians, 10; joined 
by urban population since ‘Anan, 18 
Fund-raising campaign, for ransom of captives, 
48, 112n 

Fundamentalism [“Biblicism”], 17, 209 
Fustai-Cairo: AbE supposedly lived in, 135n; 
congregation of Jerusalemites : n, 46; Davidic 
pretenders in, 15; greatest Islamic city of the 
period, 161, 162n; K. in, see K. in; K-R cal. 
discrepance in, 327*, 334; K-R marriage 
contracts from, 288n, 297*; private R. 
correspondence with, on Thessalonican feud. 


328-35*; R. in, see J, in; TbM’s letter to, 
27n, 43f*, 420nf 


Gagry [Gagri], 125-27; see Gangra 

Galata, 141n, 144*, 146 

Galley [galala], 174n 

Galuth, 311, 313 (see also Diaspora) 

Caluth, denoting status of “aliens,” 150* 
Galutho-centricism, of 'Anan, 16, 22, 306 
Gangra [Germanicopolis], 107, 120, 121*, 122, 
125-27* 

Gaon, see Geonim, and under individual names 
of geonim 

Gaonate: Bab., 3, 10; Pal., feud over, 42f*, 50n 
Gardiki, 159n 
Gar gar, 1281* 

Gargirian, see Jacob Gargirian 
Gazaria, 61 n 

Genizah, The Cairo Genizah: 20, 117n, 191*, 
289, 329n; documents [finds], 35, 42-44, 
45n, 46-53* 

Genlzoth , 6 
Genoa, 142 

Genoese, 128, 141f, 151, 181n 
Gentile Armenians, migration of, 372; G. courts, 
331n; G. governments, and the J., 331n; G. 
law, and R. struggle against K„ 335; G. 
masters, and K. handymen, 180; G. nations: 
and the day count, 397; and J. heresy, 331*; 
and the Khazars, 71 
G. population, and the K., 38; G. recognition 
of K-R unity, 38, 40f, 44; G. sharecroppers 
on J. land, 180 

Gentile-Jewish associations, economic, 180*; 

G-J legal titles to real estate, 180 
Gentiles: bread of, 297; conviviality with, 413f; 
“custom of," imitated by J., 220; food prepared 
by, 253n, 297*. 401*: partnerships with, 180*; 
status of Jewry among, 33 In, taking away 
J. money, 331*; venerating tomb of SbY 
99n; wine of, 297, 401; xenophobia among 
in Byz., 363* 

Geographic distance, between Bab. and Pal., 
and K. calendar, 308*; g. distribution of Km, 
no early R. data on, 32; g. division, of K. 
history, 302; g. expansion, of Km, see Expan¬ 
sion; g. independence, of principle of lunar 
observation, 344f; g. shift: of J. sectarianism 
with 'Anan, 14; of K. centers, 302n; of M. 
center, 375n 

g. splits, in Km, on the abib issue, 341 
Geonic Academies: of Bab., 5, 22, 188, 249, 
316n; of Pal., 23 , 453 
g. activity, beneficial, 5; g. administration, 
5; g. authority, 12, 14, 41; g. Bab., citadel of 
Rm, 21; g. era [period], 302; g. institutionalism, 
14; g. interference, with ‘Anan’s right to 
exilarchate, 15, 295n; g. legislation, 5, 209; 
g. literature, and ha'atakah, 224 
Geonim, Gaon [Heads of Academies]: Bab.: 
12r, 17, 32, 40f, Sin, 295n; attitude of, to Pal., 
13, 307 (see also Hat; Natronai; Saadyah) 
Pal., 42f, 84 (see also Ben Meir; Daniel b. 
‘Azaryah; Solomon b. Yehudah) 

George Martiakes, 129 
Georgia [Abkhazia], 126 
German J. scholars, of the 19thC, 424, 426 
Germanicopolis, see Gangra 
“Germans," denoting Crusaders, 347* 
Germany: absence of Km in, 33; and TbE, 33, 
34n 

GewohnheHsrecht, 208 
[al-]Ghazzali, 236, 237n 
Ghetto, 140n, 141, 147n 
Gifts, priestly and levitical, 182n 
Glosses, Greek, see Greek 
God: ascribing corruption to, 410f, 4l2n; con¬ 
fidence in, 410-13; hiding His face from Jewry, 
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313; of Israel, Jesus and Muhammad, 403n; 
Nature of, al-Basir'a Tract on, 417n; “People 
of,” 349, 350; strengthened K. under Islam, 
364; terms for, 42Jn; thanks to, in colophons, 
436; "Way or,” 349 
-‘s: attributes, 423n; curse, invoked against 
Mish., 398, 401; indifference to His people, 
366; Name, 313, 423n; oral communication 
on Sinai,285; prohibition of leaven on Passover, 
41 Of; promise of Redemption, 411; Prophets, 
trust in, 411; reward and punishment, 369n; 
Temple, desecrated, 313; Torah, 31 IF, 411; 
Wisdom and Morality, 407 
Gog and Magog, Wars of, 92f 
Gold currency [coinage], in Byz„ 330n 
Golden Age: of J. sectarianism outside Bab., 
38If; of Km in Pal., see K. in Pal. 

Golden Horn, 98, 121, 140, 142n, 144-46, 161 
Goldsmith(s), 178* 

“Good Figs,” 344* 

Gospels, 408, 414 

Governmental authorities, attitude of, and R. 
action against K., 350f; g. intervention, in 
K-R feuds, 37, 37nf, 56, 287, 329, 334-36 
Govemment(s): and K. separatism, 40; and K-R 
unity, 36-38*; intervention of, see Governmen¬ 
tal Intervention; R. recourse to, against K., 
55* 

Gozlow: 452; K. books edited in, 28n, 59n, 
71, 172n, 191n, 198; K. MSS perished in, 324 
Graeco-Karaite: colloquialisms in Sejer ha‘- 
Osher, 198; jargon, 152, 1951* 

Grammar, Hebrew, 125* 

“Grammarian, The Jerusalem,” 185n 
Grave, see Tomb 
Grecization, of Km, 193, 196, 199 
Greece, 98n, 105 

Greek: classical, use of in Byz., 195; colloquial, 
and R. literature, 194; conscious adoption of, 
by ByK, 195; “language of the Romans,” in 
Byz., 194; pushing out Arabicized models of 
K. literature, 202; role of, in Byz., 193f; spoken 
in K. quarter of Haskeuy, 196; state of: among 
ByJ, 198n, 365; among ByK, 193-200*, 202f, 
365 

translating Hebrew terms into, 423n; use 
of, by TbE, 290n 

Greek courtesy phrases, 198; G. environment, 
and Km, 152*, 198, 451; G. glosses in general 
J. literature in Byz., 365, 396, 416; G. glosses 
in K, literature: appended by ByK students 
while compiling notes in JeKAcademy, 426; 
atticisms of, 195; in al-Basir's works, 80n, 
190n; in earliest ByK writings, 193*, 365, 
416, 444; in Marpe la-*Esem, 429n; in Sejer 
ha-'Osher. 173f*. 177*, 196-98* 281*; not 
composed by JbR himself, 197; of TbM, 80n, 
396, 421; reconstruction of, 194n 
G. glosses in M. literature, 396; G. hagiogra- 
phers [hagiography]. 26*, 114*; G. historians, 
26*. 91; G. language and culture, ByK integra¬ 
tion in, 189-200, 204, 36Sf, 416, 451; 

G. literacy, 182n; G. literature, 26*, 194nf; 
G. mainland, J. on, 113; G. merchants, 121n; 
G. names, J., I37n, 151*, 198-200*; G. philo¬ 
sophy, 194*; G. polemicists, 26; G. records 
[documents, sources]: on J„ 26*; silent on 
Km, 26f, 283 

G. spelling, and Hebrew transliterations, 
127; G. terms: Hebrew transliteration of, 198nf, 
28ln; for articles of wear, 175n, 198; for 
“bread,” 198; for coinage, 198, 330n; for 
embroidery, 175n; for fish, 173, 198; for 
“God,” 423n; for marriage gifts, 199n; for 
measures, 198; for ships, 174n; for unleavened 
bread, 281*; for work tools, 177, 198; medical, 
198; technical, 177, 198 
G. theological phrases, 198; G. titles of 
Byz. officials, 198 


Greek Orthodox, see Christian 
Greek-speaking: environment, and the K., 
198; J„ conversion of, to Km, 193; K. and 
R., in Turkish times. 15lf 
Greeks, 48n, 141 n, 146. 164. 187 
Gregorios (hagiographer), 114n 
“Gregos,” 151 

Guild(s): Byz. system of, 140, 142n, 143*, 176nf; 
J., in Byz., 142f*, 145f*, 149f*, 172, 176f*, 
336; and ByJ population data, 35n, 154, 
157-59, 161 

Gulgolelh [capitation tax], 183, 183nf 


Ha'atakah, 224-39*, 449 
Hadassi, see Yehudah Hadassi 
Haftartnh, 447n 
Hag ham-Massoth, 281 
Hagbarah, 321* 

Haggadoth, 259n 
Haggai, 361 
Hagia Sophia, 11 Sf 

Hagiographer(s), Hagiography: Christian, Greek: 

on J., 26n, 114*; silent on Km, 26 
Hagiographa, 265, 290 
Hai (b. David 7 b. Nahshon7), 350nf 
Hai (b. Sherira) Gaon, 93n, 95n, 188n, 224*, 
264n, 298n 

[al-]Hakim, persecutions by, 104n, 167* 
Hakrabah, 321* 

Halablm, Heleb, 375n, 409n, 423n ( see Fats) 
Halakhah: ancient sectarian, 20f; Bab., 13; K., 
17f; Pal., 253, 255; R. [normative], 28, 141n, 
265, 316, 359f; sectarian, 316 
Halakhic: creations, vs Midrash, 265; evolution, 
360f; formulation of Judaism by K., imitating 
Dm, 17, 209; questions, arising from ByK 
professions, 174-81*; rapprochement of K. 
and R. in Turkey, and linguistic separateness, 
196 

Half-shekel, 182n 
Halicz, 38 n, 60n 
HoKsoh, 285 

Hallevi, see Mubashshir Hallevi, and Yehudah 
Hallevl 

Halys River, 121 

Hamdanid(s), 88, 90n 

Homes, 327 (see Leavened bread) 

Hananyah (brother of ‘Anan), 29Sn 
Handymen, K., 180 
Hanukkah. 281f, 282n 
[al-]Harizi, see Yehudah al-Harizi 
Harmylo, I59n 

Baser (Court) of Bakhtawi, 186n (see Bakhtawi 
Court) 

Hashmadah (Forced Baptism), 63n 
[he-]Hasid, 429n 
Haskeuy, K. quarter in, 196 
"Haste,” theory of, in ByK literature, 190n, 
193n, *25* 

Hayawayh [Hiwl] al-Balkhi, 408, 40Bnf, 4l2n 
Hazzaniyyah [liturgical collection], 352n, 418n 
Hebraization, of Km, 193 
Hebrew: as countercheck to assimilation, 200, 
450f; availability of Arabic classics in, and 
their survival, 30, 452; biblical verses in, 
transliterated into Arabic, 4l7f, 4IBn; ByK 
literature in, see K. in Byz.—BKLP; ByK 
Saadyan quotations in, 225f, 226nf, 288n, 
294f*, 389f, 390nf; ByK students of JeKAca¬ 
demy compiling notes in, 418, 424-27; commu¬ 
nal correspondence in, 191*; demanded as 
K. Article of Faith, 200*; Divine Vehicle of 
Revelation, 21f; general J. literature In Byz. 
composed in, 365, 396.416, 418,426; knowledge 
of, in the land of Kedar, 63; not included 
in R. Articles of Faith, 200n; Pal. originals 
in, 190; poor quality of, in llthC, 192, 444f; 
R. productions in, and the BKLP, 416; spoken 
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by South Russian K. to Petahyah, 63; state 
[diffusion] of, among ByK, 191-93, 413, 
426; use of: by BenN, 21,77; in ByK literature, 
imperative for ideological reasons, 365, 416; 
in K. legal documents, 298*; turns a necessity 
with “byzantinization” of Km, 448 

used and propagated by 9thC Km, 21f, 211; 
“writing from the language of Ishmael into,” 
420, 422-24 

Hebrew accounts of Hadassi, compared with 
the Arabic: on Mish., 373, 374*, 379n, 383n; 
on Till., 370, 371n 

H. clause of the ‘Ananite Maxim, 210-12*; 
H. compendia, 445nf; H. compilations, ByK, 
see K. in Byz.—ByK c.; H. counterparts of 
an-nakl , 225, 227n, 230nf; H. creativity of 
ByK: ideological incentives of, 190-93, 365f, 
416, 418; wrongly linked to Crimea, 58 
H. Epistle of SbM, 190 (see SbM); H. 
epitome(s), 28n, 77; H. equipment of ByK, 
reflected in Sefer ha-Osher , 197f; H. linguistics, 
24, 50, 206, 398; H. lit. activity of K., and the 
Crimea, 58; H. literature, SpJ, and Km, 
196n; H. philology, 368n, 398; H. phrasing of 
anti-M excursuses, by TbM, 374f, 375n, 396; 
H. Saadyan terminology, 225; H. Scripture, 
as source of legislation, 21, 408; H. style, 
flowery, of Maliha’s letter, 199n 

H. term(s): for Divine Name, untranslatable, 
423n; for encyclopedic scope and erudition, 
245n, 440*, 442; for Cod’s attributes, translat¬ 
able, 423n; for “tradition,” are of R. origin, 
225; for ‘•translating,” 422f*. 424n, 449*; 
Greek equivalents of, 177, 290n, 423*; 'onesh, 
330n; translating of, into Arabic, 423* 

H. text: of Hai on cal., in K. quotations, 
350nf; of LbY*s Book of Precepts, a Byz. 
translation, 227nf, 27In, 446 

H. texts, early ByK: based on class-notes, 
418, 424-27, 443f; contain untranslated Arabic 
clauses and words, 1921, 424-26; do not 
contain term sebel, 231n; some unintelligible 
without Arabic originals, 192 
H. translations: by ByK, see Arabic; 
interlinear, 425*; of al-Basir, ascribed to al¬ 
ii asir himself, 80n, 190n; of al-Ghazzali, 237n; 
of Saadyah, 225*. See also Translations 
H. translators: ByK, see K. in Byz.—ByK t.; 
early J., as evaluated by ibn Tibbon, 191f 
H. transliteration(s), 127, 198n, 199*, 

281n; H. works [writings], ByK, see K. in 
Byz.—BKLP, and ByK w. 

Hebrew-Arabic-Greek admixture, in BKLP, 
424-26 (see Trilingual ism) 

Hebrew-oriented K. centers, 8 
Hebrews, entering Chr. faith, 26, 280 (see Jews) 
Hegemony: contest for: in Jewry, see Pal-vs-Bab 
[Diaspora] contest; In K, world, 302-22*, 
455, 457 

of Bab. Talmud. 12f; of PaL, propagated 
by 9thC K.. 21, 301 
Hekhaloth Books, 264n 

Hekkesh, 17, 217, 217nf, 223n, 237 (see also 
Analogical Deduction; Kiyas ) 

Heteb, see Haiabim 
Helena, Empress, 70n 

Hell-fire, TbM threatening M. with, 408, 413 
Heraclius, 113n 

Heresiarch(s), see Abu ’Imran al-Tiflisi; Abu 
’Isa; ‘Anan; Isma’il al-‘Ukbari; Mishawayh; 
Musa az-Za’farani 

Heresy: Chr., and Km, 40n; Cypriot, 386n, 
387n; intra-J, 41, 331*, 382; M., 372, 394-97, 
400, 406, 413; Phrygian, U5n 
Heretics: Cypriot, 119n, 386f*j in the Land of 
Kedar, 61-64* 

Hermeneutics, Hermeneutical, 17, 209f, 217, 
224, 232n 

Heterogeneity: demographic: of Byz. society, 


27, 193f, 194n, 204, 364; of East Mediterranean, 
399 

ritual, corroding Judaism, 399 
Hezekiah (biblical), 400* 

Hilluk hak-Kara im we ha-Rabbanim, see Elijah 
b. Abraham 
Him s [Emessa], 97 
Hippos, 209 

Hisday ibn Shaprut, 67, 70* 

Historians: Arab [Muslim], 38-40*, 68*, 294n, 
305f•; Greek, 26*. 91; non-J, and Km, 38 
Historical considerations of Km, by R„ 33; h. 
contest for supremacy in Judaism, 13 (see 
Pal -vs-Bab contest); h. continuity: Byz., and 
the K., 320; of R. tradition, 355 

h. formulation of Km, 319; h. independence 
of K. from J. people, argued, 40, 59; h. infe¬ 
rences: by Bash., from R. texts, .3 If; from 
ByK texts, proved erroneous, 30nf 
h. legitimacy of doctrine, and communal 
legitimacy of leaders, 355; h. outlook, Km and 
Rm united in, 36, 54; h. precedence: of Km 
over Rm, argued, 357n, 361f; of Rm over Km, 
admitted by TbM, 357* 

h. precedents, invoked from the Bible, 278n, 
285*, 321. 349, 400*, 407; h. premises, for the 
reconstruction of ByKm, 19, 26, 36-57*, 147, 
293n, 301 n, 386n 

pseudo-historical reconstructions of Km, 
28f, 216, 346n 

Histories: eastern, 26n, 87n; Greek, 26 
Historiography, K., 362n 
History: and biblical law, 412; and the right to 
reform, 359; appeals to, K., 362n; Bab-Persian 
K., 319; Byz., turning-point of, at Manzikert, 
453; ByJ, 26n; ByK, see K. in Byz.; divergent 
roads of Jewry in, and the Pal-vs-Bab struggle, 
301; invoked in support of national "mourning” 
on Sabbath, 268*; J., see Jewish h.; K., see 
Karaite h.; M., 376, 382f, 385-87; of abib, 
299-344*; of J. messianism, recent, conversions 
in, 403n; of Judaism, religious and lit. projec¬ 
tions in, 216; of K. Diaspora, llthC turning- 
point in, 244; of K. polemics, see Karaite p.; 
of lunar observation, 299, 344—52*; of medieval 

J. sectarianism, 7-9, 14, 24f, 59, 319, 3B6n; 
of religion, 38f*, 384; of T., 369f; lest of, 
and Pal-centricism, 314 

world history: believed predicted by Prophets, 
10; described by J. homilists, 10 
[al-]Hiti, see Ibn al-Hiti 
Hiwi al-Balkhi, see Hayawayh 
Hizkiyah b. Solomon b. David, K. patriarch, 43 
Holidays, see Festivals and individual Feasts 
Holiness: double, of Yom Kippur, 377n; of 
Sabbath, extended by M. to night preceding 
Sunday, 378 

Holy City, see Jerusalem 

Holy Land, see Palestine 

Holy War, 90, 92* (see also Jihad) 

Homiletics, Homiletical, 256*, 263f 
Homilist(s), interpreting history, 10. See also TbE 
Homily, Homilies: and the K., 240, 245, 257, 
264, 393n (see also Midrashim); of TbE, 
alluding to Thessalonican leud, 330f*, 333f 
Horeb, Mt„ laws of, invoked in ByK marriage 
contract, 296* 

Hosha'na Rabbah , 5On 

Hosha’na b. Michael (K. donor in Sulkhat), 126n 
Hostility: Chr., against J., 115, 115nf, 141*; 
K-R: 55f *, 329, 336, 351, 354; gives way to 

K. claim of antiquity of cal. cycle, 343f 
House(s) of worship, K., 53f 
Hypeiperon, Hyperpera, 329, 330n 


•lbbur.of months, 350nf; of years, see Intercalation 
Iberian Peninsula, 34n, 345 
Ibn al-Athir, 139n 
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Ibn Batuta, 147n 
Ibn Daud, see Abraham ibn Daud 
Ibn Ezra, see Abraham ibn Ezra 
Ibn Hazm, 39nf 

Ibn al-Hiti, 50n, 99n, 134n-36n, 417n 
Ibn at-Taras, 80n, 30In, 359n 
Ibn Tibbon, see Yehudah ibn Tibbon 
Ibn Tnlun, Ahmad, 23, 382n (see also Tulnnids) 
Iconium [Konya], 106n, 107, 109, 121, 127 
Idealization, K.: of intellectualism, 420*, 421; 
of MoZ, 45 , 45nf; of the past, and projection, 
216; of the status of minority, 54, 54nf; of 
■•Teachers,” 419n 

Identification, of Km with the majority of J. 
people, 36-41, 44 

Identity: general J., and the K., 40, 44; gradual 
surrender of, by sectaries, 19,380; K., confusion 
of with other sectaries, feared, 387-94*, 416; 
M., 275, 390, 393f; ol ByK captives, known 
in Alexandria, 47; of Cypriot heretics, 386nf; 
of ELA, 245nf; of Sadducees in Middle Ages, 
20; preservation of, struggle for by ByK, 25 
Idolaters, 165 

Ignorance: ascribed: to Abu 'Isa, 16; to opponents 
in medieval polemics, 16; to Yudghan, 16 
of K. in Land of Kedar, 62; struggle against, 
in ByKm, 247-50 

Ijma', 208*. 218, 221-23, 229n, 364 (see also 
Consensus) 

Ijtlhad, 209, 249n 
Imam(s), Shi'ite, 223, 233 
Immigrant(s), to Byz.: ByK not missionaries 
but—, 25, 192; entering local industries, 174; 
integrating in Byz. economy, H7n; K.: 104, 

118, 169-71, 174, 319f, 362, 399; and American 
J., a comparison, 192f; and BKLP, 416, 450; 
and M., a parallel, 386 

maintain ties with “old country,” llOf, 
117n, 198nf, 201, 328n; M., 386; move into 
Constantinople, 103; non-K, eastern groups 
of, 366; R., merge with native co mmuni ty, 

119, 171; settle in Melitene, 103 
ImmigrantCs), to Palestine, 187n, 309; see K. 

in P., settlement of 
Immigrants, to State of Israel, K., 41 
Immigrants, to Turkey, Sephardi, 32n, 152, 196* 
Immigration: to Bab., 383n; to Byz. [movement 
inland from the East]: 102-4, 111, 117n, 128n, 
160, 366; effects of, on K. and R„ 168f; of 
Armenians (Chr., J„ K., and T.), 64n, 103, 
128n, 370, 372; of Egyptians (Chr. and J.), 
104, 117n, 167*; of K„ 58*. 84-86, 104, 111, 
163, 319; of K. and M., a parallel, 385-87; 
of Khazar R., 75; of M., 385f; of non-K, 
366; to Constantinople, 103, U7n, 138f; to 
Nicomedia, 132 

to Crimea, 58n, 63, 127n; to Pal., see K. 
in P., settlement of; to Poland [Halicz], 60n; 
to Syria, 38 In, 382f* 

Immovable property, 179f* 

Impurity, see Ritual impurity 
Incest: and K. legislation, 17, 82f*, 205, 2)8n, 
405n, 446*; and Misb., 401; and Tiff., 371*; 
biblical prohibition of, 82; K. influence on 
PaR In, claimed, 253; K-R difference on, 
discussed in context of Leviticus, 432 
Incompatibility: of K. with Byz. society, argued, 
356; of Khazats with Km, manifested in K. 
literature, 74—76* 

Indian commerce, 97 

Individual responsibility, K. doctrine of, 51n, 
216, 249 

Individualism [individualistic approach to inter¬ 
pretation of Scripture (of Law)], in Km, 211-16*, 
219, 397, 399, 421f 

Industrial occupations, of ByK, 174-78* 
Industry, Industries, 174, 179 (see also under 
individual industries) 


Infallibility: and ‘Anan, 211; of the Bible, 407; 

of the community, 221f, 222n 
“Infidel” population in Muslim lands, 157 
Ingathering-of-Exiles, and the K., 41 
Inheritance, K. laws of, 256, 293n, 445nf 
Innovation's): arbitrary introduction ol, ascribed 
to K., 255, 361; ‘ibbur denounced as, 350n; 
in J. life, justified, 349*; K., in 15thC, 208, 
235, 250f, 25In, 267, 308 
Innuendo, in polemics, 279, 369, 390, 391. See 
also Denouncement by Association 
Inspection of Slaughtered Animals [bedikah], 
285-87 

Institutionalism, Institutional: R., 14, 18, 21, 
41*; K., see K. Counter-institutionalism, K. 
Separateness 

Institutions: Byz., contacts of with Jewry, 283; 
ByK, chronology of, 51-54*; central J., under 
Islam, ree Jewish Central Authorities; normative, 
submission to, and separatism, 399; weakening 
of, and adjustment, 241 
Integration: K„ in Byz., see K. L; linguistic, 
of ByJ, 194, 451; of Jewry in Byz. society, and 
the K-M controversy, 408 
Intellectual activity: of PaK, 24; of R. in Spain, 
359; 

i. climate of Byz. Jewry reconsidered, 452; 
i. creed of elite, represented by Bash., 234; 
i. failure, ascribed to Km, 355; i._ immaturity, 
of pre-'Ananite movements, 11; i. satiety, in 
centers of ‘Abbasid civilization, 315; i. sophisti¬ 
cation, of Bab. urban centers, vs peripheries 
of Diaspora, 10, 45; i. standard, of Mm, 
374n, 398 

Intellectuals: 18, 211*, 257, 398f, 420*; and the 
"mob,” 234-36* 

Intellectualism [intellectualist trend], in Km, 
18f, 209, 229n. 420*, 421, 437n 
Intelligentsia: joins sectarianism with 'Anan, 
18; K., see K. i. 

Intercalation month: Adar, 306n, 345; Shebat, 
306n 

Intercalation of months, 350nf 
Intercalation of years ['ibbur]: intra-K splits 
over, 317n. 340f, 34lnf, 344*; K., determined 
by Pal. abib: 292f, 344f, 347f; and ‘Anan, 
306*; and ByK, 318, 328, 337, 339-46*; and 
K. of Egypt and Syria, 341*; BaK deviation 
from, 304, 307, 317n, 381; instructions on, 
sent by PaK authorities, 307, 326f, 329, 333 

K. and R. agreed on need of, but divided 
on method of, 270f, 271n; K-R feuds over, 
328, 340, 345, 348; R., precalculated [by 
nineteen-year cycle method]; 247; alleged 
antiquity of, 270; and J. unity, 270; and Mm, 
384, 395*; followed by BaK, 304, 317n, 381; 
followed by SpK, 345f*; sanctioned by later 
ByK, 339-44* 

three modes of, in Bab., 303f*. See also 
Abib; Calendar 

Interdiction, of ban on Km, 42n 
Interest on loans, in Byz., 178f, 179n 
Interlinear: reading, in R. literature, by Bash., 
32*, 236; translations, from the Arabic, 425* 
Intermarriage: *Isunian-R, 274n, 381n; K-R, 
288* 297f* 

International Trade, see Commerce 
Interpreters Gobs), 178 

Interpretation [Exposition] of Scripture [of Law]: 
and DaK, 368n; and individualism, 211, 213. 
216f, 219; ByR, homiletical [midrashic], 

256, 264f; K. [K-oriented], 54, 262, 447; 
K-R debates [polemics] over, 41, 446f, 447n; 
K-R divergences over. 36, 2891*, 291n; of 
TbE, 264, 331, 332n; Pal-centric, 321n; R., 
divergent, 357. See Bible; Biblical Exegesis 
Interpretations, divergent; of: abib, 300*; 
account of Till., by modem research, 
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372n; by-names Ba'albeki and ‘Ukbarl, 
383*: cal. legacy of Bab. Exile, 344*; 
"four species." 284f, 285n; ha'atakah, 234, 
238f; “morrow after the Sabbath," 275f, 
276n, 278f; teru'ah, 2S3f*; Tobias Doctrine, 
234, 238f 

Intervention, see Governmental i. 

Investment, in Byz., 179 
Isaac Albalag, 237n 
Isaac b. [of?] Nappaha, 350nf 
Isaac b. Nathan, 237n 
Isaiah of Trani, 255* 

Isauria, Isaurian, 106, 107n, U7n 
Ishmael: Kingdom [kings] of, 165, 294; language 
of, 420, 422-24 

Ishmaelites, 165, 270, 294f, 364 
Islam, medieval: 246n; alliance of J. messianism 
and sectarianism under, 10; and the spread 
of Bab. Talmud, 13; central J. Institutions 
under, see J. Central Authorities; centrifugal 
forces in, 10; decline of Jewries under, 451n; 
declining, transfer of Km from, to Chr. Europe, 
8; defeated Judaism’s foes, 9; dynastic dis¬ 
sensions and religious feuds in, 10; Fustat, 
largest city in, 161, I62n; heterodoxies in, 3; 
House of David under, 15; J. experience 
under, 3, 79; J. life under, see J. 1.; Jewry 
under, and Km, 18; K. under: and AbE, 
136n; un famili ar with some ByK practices, 
242 

"Kingdom of the Small Horn." 364, 365n; 
non-normative J. camp under, in 9thC, 368f; 
on errorof community in, 222f *; pro-K attitude 
of, hailed, 164f, 364, 364nf; propitious for the 
rise of J. heterodoxy, 3, 5—7; SbY on, 165; 
socioeconomic disparity in, 10; status quo 
in, criticized by Shi’iteS, 222; strength of, 
admired by DaK, 1651; struggle between, and 
Christianity, 93, 110, 454; YbA on, 166 
Islamic, see Muslim 

Isma'il al-'Ukbari, 276n, 376nf, 37in, 409n 
Isolation, of M. on Cypru9, 386 
Israel: "all [House of]," 13, 37*. 232*, 270, 
397*; ancient, 16, 229nf, 410; and the evening- 
to-evening day count, 397; corrupted by Jero¬ 
boam, 285, 395; Divine Reconciliation with, 
37, 299; excommunicating adherents of solar 
calendar, 275n; forced to give away money to 
Gentiles, 331*; Future Consolation of, 411; 
God of, 401, 403n; indestructible, 249f; K. 
a minority in, 37n; led astray by Mish., 395, 
398 , 401; M. moming-to-morning day count 
decried as gravest heresy in, 395f; misled by 
diasporic “Teachers," 310; Redemption of, 
see Redemption; role of leaders in, 349; 
Roman subjugation of, 246*; rules of sacrifices, 
a testimony in. 361; sages of, 270, 285;“scound- 
rels of.” 22; "sinners of,” 331»; time reckoning 
of, vs Chr., 278; tradition in, 227, 269, 356, 
358; two categories of days in, 395; unity of, 
and the calendar, 270, 307*, 311, 349f*, 351n; 
"wealthy of,” 312. See also Jewish People; 
Jewry; Nation 

Israel, State of, and the K., 41* 

Israel Hamma'arabi. 253n, 34If, 342nf, 344n 
Israelite: Exile, 311; Tribes, 400 
Israelites, ancient, bigamy among, 290 
Istanbul, 141n, 146 153n, 196 
Tsunians [Tsunian Movement], 214, 214nf, 274*, 
367*, 381n, 382* 

Italian Republics, 120*, 145, 201 
Italy, 98, 105; Southern, 85n 
lal-]l‘tidal (Equinox), 303 
Itil River, 67 

Itinerary: of Anthony of Novgorod, 145, 147n; 

of BoT, 34, 144, 35In, 384n, 428nf (see BoT) 
Iyyar (month), 327, 329, 334 
Jacob (biblical), 270 
Jacob b. Ephraim (ash-Shami), 38Inf 


Jacob b. Reuben (author of Book on Precious 
Stones), 290n 

Jacob b. Reuben (K. commentator): I99n; 
against Chr. slant of ByJ marginal groups, 
415n; and TbE, a comparison of exegesis, 
332n; Arabic terms for precious stones used by, 
290n; chronology of, 196, 196nf, 332n, 442, 
448; confused presentation of YbA's messianic 
references by, 78; contribution and method of, 
an evaluation, 196-98*, 330n, 332n, 432n, 
442*, 448f; not identical with author of Book 
on Precious Stones, 290n 
on: evil “Shepherds of Exile,” 331nf; Fast 
of Daniel, 268n; Feast of Trumpets, 283n; 
"four men” (evangelists), 415n; Gentile-J 
partnership, 180n; J. acquisition of land in 
Diaspora, 181n; Khazars, 66n, 71-73*, 76f*; 
mamzer, 71 f*; "morrow after the Sabbath," 
276n; textile patterns, 175n 
produced a synopsis of all K. exegesis, 442, 
448f; used term ‘onesh for “tax,” 330n; wrongly 
identified as author of ELA, 246n 

-’s Sefer ha-Osher : abridgment of ByK 
Hebrew translations of Arabic classics, 56n, 
332n, 432; allusion to Chr. conquests in, 30nf; 
and anonymous ByK fragments on Psalms, 
3On; and Lekah Tob on Canticles, a comparison, 
332n; and ON, a comparison, 258, 432, 448f; 
answering Bible difficulties, 409n; based on 
ready-made full translations, not mere excerpts, 
448f; continuing the early objectives of 
BKLP, 442; date of, 30nf, 196, 196nf, 40In, 
442, 448; designed for Byz. scene, 332n; 
echoes refutation of Mm, 401n, 415n; editions 
of, 3On, 172n; "enriching" eclecticism reflected 
in title of, 440*; first to manifest preference 
for YbA, 448*; Greek glosses and terms in, 
173f*, 177f*, 196-98*, 281*; guide to the 
ByK’s library, 197; guide to the ByK's linguistic 
equipment, 197f; indebted to YbA, 30nf, 
77n, 94n, 172n, 299n, 401n, 448f,448n; indebt¬ 
edness of to Arabic source, not recognized, 
56n. 332n; not identical with Sefer ha-Osher 
On precious stones, 290n 

on: abib, 299n; difficulties of Byz. merchants, 
170n; dyeing of skins, 177; Hanukkah, 282n; 
jobs, 177f*, 180n; K. agricultural laws, 181n; 
Khazars, 71f*, 77f*; Sabbath and ritual 
slaughter on ship, 173n; sha'atnez, 175*; 
taxes, I83nf; textile industry, 174n 

preferred to long-winded scholarly mono¬ 
graphs, despite clumsiness, 432; reason for 
composition of, cited, 432n; record of K. 
grecization, 196; sum total of K. exegetical 
knowledge, 192, 442, 448f; technical terms 
unit descriptions in, 178; wrongly ascribed to 
time of First Crusade, 30nf, 172n 
Jacob b. Simon, 188*, 199n, 446 
Jacob Frank, 403n 
Jacob Gargirian [Gargarian], 129n 
Jacob [al-]Kirkisani: attributed solar calendar 
to Sadducees, 274*; calm and scholarly, 
except in relation to Mish., 374*, 404n; debat¬ 
ing with Jacob b. Ephraim, 381 nf; deploring 
K. neglect of talmudic studies, 240n; Diaspora 
Jew with no nationalist leanings, 220; earliest 
in K. literature to mention Isaac Nappaha, 
351n; had no information on sectarian deve¬ 
lopments in Syria, 382n; M. calendar widely 
known only after, 3B3n, 392; not quoting 
‘Ananite Maxim, 212n 
on: Abu ‘Isa and the ‘Isunians, 214nf, 
274n, 381nf; Angel Intermediary, 291n; 

BenN, 61n, 274n; Boethus, 276n; calendar, 
292n, 300n, 306*, 351n, 377n-81n; consensus 
and transmission, 229nf, 232n; “contradictions 
and absurdities" of R. literature, 240n; DaK, 
211, 21 Inf, 368n, 382n; differences between 
PaR and BaR, 220*, 358n; dyeing skins of 
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unclean animals, 177n; inner K. differences, 
219n, 220*, 399; Isma'il al-’Ukbari, 367nf, 
409n; Jesus, 215n, 381n; Jubilee, 282n; Kha- 
zaria, 66a, 67-70; 

on Mish. and the M.: as compared with 
other accounts. 373f*, 379n, 383nf, 403*, 
414; gave biased presentation of intellectual 
standard of. 374n, 398, 404n; listed dietary 
laws of, 389n; misunderstood true intention 
of, on calendar and Sabbath sacrifices, 377nf, 
379*, 380n, 405n, 412n; received data from 
'Ukbarite elder, 404n 

on: “morrow after the Sabbath," 276n, 
377n; Sadducean-K kinship, 276nf; Tifl., 
128n, 368n, 370T*, 372n, 374; Yudghanism, 
367n; Zadok, 276 

place of, in K. literature, 8, 207n; “Survey of 

J. Sects’’ by, 373f*, 404n; taunting the R. 
for compromising with unbelief but not with 
cal. divergences, 3Bln 

-’s: Kitab al-Anwar wa-i-Marakib, 67n, 373nf, 
382n; Kitab ar-Riyad wa-UHada'ik, 67nf; 
Tafsir Bereshith , 68n 
lal-]Jama'a, 371 n 
Japheth (biblical), 67 
Jargon, Graeco-K. 152, 19Sf 
Jeroboam, 283, 329n, 393*. 401 
Jerusalem: abib messages from. 326 (see Abib ); 
Bakhtawi Court in, 186*, 417*, 453; ByK 
literature originated in, 189, 430f; conquest of: 
by Crusaders, 243, 250, 303n, 320, 333, 427, 
453f; by Fatimids, 453; by Nebuchadnezzar, 
73; by Salah ad-Din, 330; by Seljuks, 189, 
320. 325, 333, 453 

Davidic pretenders in, 15; “Exegetes of," 
185n; goal of Byz. conquerors, 91, 92n; Tbn 
at-Taras in, 80n; J. of: BoT's figure for, 155*; 
join Muslims in fighting Crusaders, 454; 
opposed moming-to-moming day count, 
378 

K. academy in, see K. in Jerusalem; 

K. authorities in, see K. in Palestine— 
PaK authorities: K. center in, see K. in 
Jerusalem: K. immigration and settlement in: 
after Salah ad-Din, 339; and Redemption, 
22, 311*; appeals for, 22, 55a, 187*; diasporic 
die-hards against, 22; K. recollections on, a 
guide to ByK Idea of settlement in general, 54; 
later presentations of, 22, 45nf, 54*; of DaK 
and his School, 313 

K. marriage contract from, 296*; K. Pat- 
riarch(ate) in, 44, 329n, 419n, 427, 453; K. 
quarter in, 186*; K. strength in, 23, 84, 453; 
K. of, excommunicated annually, 41*. 392n; 
Lecapenus’ excesses echoed in, 85n, 165, 
166n; letter from, of TbM, 27n, 43. 50n, 420n, 
428f; letter to, of Simhah b. Solomon, lOln; 
model K. living claimed possible only in, 314; 
MoZ in, see Mourners of Zion; “Mourning of,” 
312; pilgrims in, 80, 186f, 325, 428n; practices 
imported from, in Byz., 257; prohibition of 
meat in, 253; R. of, allegedly following the K., 
252f, 323; SbM’s missionary travels from, 
84n; SbY in, 166n; seat of K. scholarship, 
185, 324; students in, see K. in Jerusalem— 
JeKAcademy; study trips to, 187-89, 
257, 318f; “Teachers of,” 185n; training Byz. 
youth in, for future leadership abroad, 187f, 
188n 

“Jerusalem Grammarian,” SO, 185n 
Jerusalemites, Congregation of, in Fustat, 46 
Jesus, 215n, 38 In, 403n 

Jewish authorities (general), new sects demand 
more alertness of K. leadership than of, 367f; 
J. calendar, see Calendar; J.cause, estrangement 
from, ascribed to Mm, 40In, 407; J. cemeteries, 
142, I45n; J. centers: decline of, in ‘Abbasid 
Caliphate, 201f; shift of, into non-Arabic- 
apealdng regions, 452 


J. Central Authorities [Administration; 
Institutions; Agencies of self-government] 
in Bab.: and Km, 23, 209, 240, 390; and Pal., 
307, 382; decline of, 202, 390, 455; effect of 
al-Ma'mun’s decree on, 21; Golden Age of J. 
sects out of the reach of, 381; rule of, and 
protest against, 3-5, 9f, 12, 17, 45, 224 
J. civilization, Islamic impact on, 3; J. 
communal activity in Pal., silenced by 
Seljuks, 453 

J. community; and ritual slaughter, 286; 
autonomous functions of, 286; Byz., see J. in 
Byzantium—ByJ c.; discontent in, and sec¬ 
tarianism, 5; Km's permanent place in, under 
Islam, 18; K. the laughing-stock of, because 
of Intra-K cal. discrepancies, 352; M. cal. 
heresy creating a stir in, 391; ostracism by, 
391; rise of sectarianism in, and survival of 
Km, 6; Syro-Pal., M. on margins of, 384; 
taxes by, 287 

J. community of, see J. in; J. converts, see 
Conversion, Converts; J. craftsmen, see 
Craftsmen; J. creeds: denying resurrection, 
368nf; surviving in l2thC, 366f, 367n 
J. culture: BKLP not a hasty transfer of, 
from the East, 451; decline of Arabic-speaking 
centers of, 30; on K. contribution to, 359n, 
365n, 452 

J. customs, abandonment of, Imputed to 
Mm, 413; J. denomination, of craftsmen, 
turns quarter J., 142f; J. destiny, tipped the 
R. way by Saadyah, 18; J. Diaspora, Dispersion, 
see Diaspora; J. dissent, Jeroboam prototype 
of, 395n; J. dissident movements in Muslim 
lands, pre-‘Ananite, 5-12, 14f, 18 (see also 
J. sects; Sectaries, etc.); J. dwellings, 142 
147f, 336; J. echo of Basil’s persecutions, 
85n; J. event(s), K. automatically involved in, 
85; J. executioners, 115*; J. exodus (general), 
from Diaspora, unpractical, 320; J. experience: 
(general), ByK beginnings part of, 169; under 
Islam, and sectarianism, 3, 79 
“J. Gate,” in Aleppo, 98*; J. groups, 
scattered all over Constantinople, 142; J. 
groups (sectarian), post-‘Ananite, 366, 36Sf, 
388, 397, 416; J. guilds, 35n, 142f*, 172, 
176f*, 336; J. fold, see Jewry; J. Fraternity 
[partnership] of Fate [of political destiny], 
18, 35-41, 44, 46. 53f 
J. history: and the Crimean finds, 59*; 
and vestiges of pre-‘Ananite sects, 11; ByJ, 
26n, 109*; Elijah b. Abraham's exposition of 
rise of sects in, 28f, 361 f, 366f; experience of 
settlement in groups in, 54; K. history remains 
within the framework of, 36*, 41; K. position 
in, decried, 355, 361; Khazar, last stages of, 
66; Pal-vs-Bab contest in modem expositions 
of, 302; perpetuation of practices as manifested 
in, 63; rewritten by ByK, 242; Roman dominion 
hardest and longest in, 246, 247n 
J. holidays, as listed in Byz. abjuration 
formula, 280f; J. homes, houses, 147f, 272f; 
J. immigrants, J. immigration, see Immigrants, 
Immigration; J. influence. Land of Kedar 
isolated from, 63; J. intermediaries of interna¬ 
tional trade, 120, 201; J. Khazaria, viewed 
from vantage-point of K. literature, 65-79; 
J. land, Gentile sharecroppers on, 180 
J. law [legislation]: and evolution, 359, 361; 
Hebrew Scriptures forming Km's exclusive 
fountainhead of, 408; K. expositions of, 365, 
445f*; K-R divergences over, discussed in 
context of Lev., 432; untranslated works of, 
fall into oblivion, 452 
See also Biblical law; Halakhah; Karaite 1.; 
Oral 1.; Rabbanite 1.; Written 1. 

J. leadership, in Khazaria, fall of, 66; J. 
learning, K. contribution to, 206; J. life; 
affected by imperial legislation, 26n; in Jerusa- 
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lem, and Seljuk conquests, 189; Km’s role in, 
7, 57; under Islam: and rise of J. sects, 5f; and 
Talmud, 6; progressing uniformity of, 12 
J. literature: absence of non-normative 
writings in, except K., 6f; Byz., see J. in Byz.— 
ByJ 1.; colophons in, 436f; messianic expecta¬ 
tions in, 76; paucity of references to Khazaria 
in, 69 

J. living: full, sought by ‘Anan in Diaspora, 
305; two ways of, according to DaK, 311 
J. lore: common, and anti-M campaign, 
388; defending legitimacy of Aggadah in, 265 
J. membership, exclusive, of tanning profes¬ 
sion, 176n; J. merchants, see Merchants; J. 
messianic speculation, 93n; J. names, see 
Names;J. nation,see Nation;“J.occupations,” 
177; J. opponents of dissident movements, 
preserving testimonies on these movements, 
6; J. origin of M. solar calendar, 378; J. par¬ 
ticipation in Trebizond trade, 121nf; J. people, 
see Israel, Jewry, Nation; J. population, see 
Population; J. quarter, see Jews’ q.; J. refugees, 
68, 100, 167; J. residence, problem of, 143—50; 
J. Sabbath, and Chr. Sabbath, in Mm, 404; 
J. sects [sectarian trends], non-K, 366-69, 
373, 380-83 *, 386nf, 388, 397 (see also J, 
creeds; J. dissident movements; J. groups, 
sectarian; Sectaries; Sectarianism); J. settlerfs), 
49, 54; J. society, see Society; J. students from 
Diaspora, in PaL and Bab., 187f; J. tanners, 
see Tanners; J. taxes, 183; J. textile industry, 
supported by K. legislation, 175n; J. traveler- 
authors, not passing Adrianople, 151; J. 
travelers, preferring maritime route from 
Byz. to Pal., 325; J. type of scholar, 249; J. 
unity, see Unity; J. way of describing encyclo¬ 
pedic scope, 440*; J. world [camp]: balance 
of power in, and Elijah b, Abraham’s HiUuk, 
367; DaK lends new meaning to Km’s objective 
in, 314; K. minority in, 54-56*, 221; non- 
normative, 9thC deviationist movements in, 
368; Pal-vs-Bab contest for hegemony in, 309 
aU-Jewish: communal activity, young ByKm 
removed from, 399; cultural endeavor, ByK 
view Talmud as, 242; identity, see Identity; 
lunar calendar, M. deviation from, 385; 
problem, combatting Mm hailed as, 395f; 
unanimity, see Unanimity; unity, see Unity 
Armeno-Jewish relations, 128n 
Gentile-Jewish: legal title, 180*; maritime 
venture, 180n; partnerships, 180n 
Intra-Jewish: missionary activity of K., 
36n; polemics in Byz., and TbM’s anti-M 
attack on thanksofferings, 402; theological 
controversy, and Arab historians, 39* 
non-Jewish: governments, recourse to. by 
R. against K., 55f, 55n; historians and chro¬ 
niclers, and Km, 38; inhabitants [circles], and 
"secrets of the Talmud,’’ 259*, 260; observers: 
fail to distinguish between K. and R. occupants 
of Jews’ quarter, 147; impression of ByKm 
on, faint but unmistakable, 283 
See also Anti-Jewish 

Jewry [Jewish People]: Abu Hanifa advising 
‘Anan how to break away (torn, 364; all 
brands of, included by DaK under "People 
of Dispersion,'* 311; ‘Ananism has no new 
rallies to offer to, 19,21; and Arab conquests, 10 
and calendar: 270, 294, 307, 344, 348-50, 
3S0n; all segments of, adhering to lunar system, 
377, 378n; ancient controversy over, revived 
by Cave finds, 254n, 379n 
and K. economic function, 46; and messianic 
sectaries, lOf; and Mish., 380n;and M. morning- 
to-moming count of Sabbath, 394, 396; Ar¬ 
menian, see J. in Armenia; Ashkenazic, 14, 
196n; Bab.’s tradition as leading center of, 
319; Bab., see R. of Bab. 
both branches [the two factions] of: conscious 


of Chr-K similarity regarding Pentecost on 
Sunday, 279*; contention between. Over lunar 
observation, 344; difference between, stressed 
by TbE, 262; equally obligated to care for 
each other’s welfare, 48; gulfbetween, deepening 
in Poland, 40; messianic hopes of, during 
Crusades, 454; no distinction between, by 
Gentile populations, 38, 44; Pal-vs-Bab contest 
embracing, 13, 301; promised salvation, 248n 
Byzantine, see J. in Byz.; contacts of, with 
Arabs, 3n; decentralization of, 202; divergent 
roads of, manifested by Pal-vs-Bab contest, 
13, 301; Eastern [Mid-Eastem, of Near East], 
5, 85, 382,451*, 453; Egyptian, see J. in Egypt; 
Elijah b. Abraham on schism in, 28, 362; 
entrusted with the Written Word for the sake 
of study, 360; evolution of, and exilarchic and 
geonic activity, 5; exilic experience of, 344n; 
forces of dissent in, changing composition since 
’Anan, 18; God’s indifference to, and sectarian 
divisions, 366; growth of institutional machine 
in. 18; interests of, represented by exilarchs, 
15; Km always a party within, 18, 57, 167; 
K. identification with, 36—41, 44; K. indepen¬ 
dence from, argued by 19thC K., 40, .59; K. 
partnership with main body of, 392; K. sub¬ 
version of, imputed, 392; “Karaization” of, 
alleged danger of, 23; Land of Kedar isolated 
from rest of, 61n; linguistic phenomena in, 
195; morale of, and scriptural contradictions, 
411; of Diaspora [diasporic], 301, 350; of 
Roman Empire, and Pal., 320; on post-Mosaic 
legislative process in, 360; on reforms in, 
349f*; on role of leaders in, 349*; Palestinian, 
see J. in Pal.; Pontic, see 3. in Pontic area; 
popular appeal of Pal-centridsm in, 24; position 
of: compared with Khazaria, 70; dependent 
on behavior of each segment therein, 293; 
summarized by DaK, 313* 
pro-Pal. sentiments of, and K. love of 
Zion, 23; resp. roles of Bab. and Syria in 
sect-forming process in, 383f*; scholastic 
postulates common to, and K. separatism, 18; 
sectarian dissensions in, and Gentile govern¬ 
ments, 33.1 n; sects in, see J. sects; Sephardic, 
14; status of, among Gentiles, 33In; Syrian, 
Syro-Egyptian, see J. in Syria; under Islam 
[in Islamic environment. Muslim-dominated], 
3, 12, 14f, 18, 278, 451n; unity of, see Unity 
world Jewry, 35*. 66, 451 
Jew(s): and Chr., interested in each other’s 
calendation, 280, 338; and Chr., on pQgrimage 
in Jerusalem, 187; and Gentile alike recognize 
all-J identity, 40; and Land of Israel, 181; 
and North Syrian commerce, 98*; bias of, 
against tanning profession, 141n; bigamy 
among, under Chr. rule, 290n; diasporic 
[Diaspora Jew(s), Diaspora Jewry]: ’Anan, 
305; DaK’s critique of, 313; identifying Km 
with Zionism, 309; Kirk., 221; new K. appeal 
to, in 9thC, 19 

esp. opposed to morning-to-moming day 
count in regions with large Chr. population, 
378; expulsion of, (torn Constantinople, 
debated, 143n; fleeing to Pal. and Egypt, 
during Byz. campaign, 100; Horn the East: 
in commerce in Asia Minor, 120; migration 
waves of, into Asia Minor, 104 
hated by the Greeks in Constantinople, 
141n, 176; in etc., see Jews in; K. recognized 
as, 38*; listed by BoT, not constituting sum 
total of J. population, 150; maintain ties 
with “old country" after emigration to Byz., 
UOf, 117n, 198nf, 201, 328n; national "mourn¬ 
ing" imposed on, by Exile, 268; no neutral 
spectators in struggle between Islam and 
Christianity, 92-95, 454; not restricted to 
specific section of Thessalonica, 149f; of 
peripheries of Diaspora, see Peripheries; 
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persecuted by al-Hakim, 104n, 167*; pour into 
Constantinople, 103, 139*; reading into 

ancient prophecies allusions to own time, see 
Biblical Allusions; references to, in Chr. 
hagiography, 26n, 114f*; relished perpetuation 
of House of David under Islam, 15 ; sanctified 
New Moon by court decision in time 
of Prophets, 348; Sephardi, 196*; share of. in 
moneylending, 178f, 179n; spelling Ba'albeki 
contrary to Arabic usage, 384n; to observe 
festivals on same day, 270, 349f* 

“Jews’ cemetery,” 145n 

Jews’ quarter [Jewish quarter]:against ghetto-like 
conception of, in Byz., 140n, 141, 147n; and 
K-R cal. discrepancies, 327; conversions to 
Km or Rm in, 237; in Attaleia, 147n; in F4ra 
[Constantinople], 140-48*; J. of Constantinople 
not concentrated in one, 143; K-R relations 
in, and prohlem of ritually clean food, 285f; 
not solely J., 143; "partition” in, in Pera, 
147, 335f 

Jews in Ahydos, 116n 
J. in Adrianople, 131f* 

J. in Aegean Islands, 113, 136 
J. in Aleppo, 98f*, 133* 

J. in Alexandria, 46-48*, 112n 
J. in Amaseia, 113, 122f* 

J. in America, 192f 
J. in Amisus, 122n 
J. in Amorium, 113, 117 

J. in .Anatolian Peninsula, see j. in Asia Minor 
J, in Apameia, 113 
J. in Armenia, 104, 128*, 370, 372 
J. in Asia Minor, 111-19* 121f, 123*, 127, 

131*, 137*. 159, 370 

J. in Attaleia, 46,47*. 112n, 116*, 117,119*, 453 
J. in Babylonia, see R. of Babylonia 
J. in Baghdad, 155, 155nf 
J. in Banias, lOOn 

J. in Byzantium [Byz. Jewry, Byz. Jews]: abjura¬ 
tion formula imposed on, when entering Chr. 
faith, 26*, 280-83, 28In; against K. inroads 
into the traditional mode of life of, 355; against 
M. penetration into, 394; and the coming 
of age of ByKm, 450; and the Orthodox 
Church, 194; Arabic communication from, 
to Egypt, 117n, 191n; average—; confidence 
of, in R. practices, shaken, 356; lit. preferences 
of, 256; TbE discrediting Km in the eyes 
of. 355 

attitude of, to Pal., 319f; BoT on, see BoT; 
BKLP to counter confusion of K. identity 
with other sects in, 416; cal. feuds in, not all 
recorded, 327; Chr. contacts with, reflected 
in Byz. abjuration formula, 283; controversy 
in, over details of worship, 283; conversion 
of, to Km, 193*; divided on "morrow after 
the Sabbath,” 275; freedom of, described by 
Elisha b. Shi nay a, 164; Greek among, 193f, 
198n, 199*; Greek records on, 26*; historical 
recollections of, 320; history of, 26n, 109*; 
hold 'omer issue important, 277f, 278n; impor¬ 
tance of, vs Syro-Egyptian Jewry, 160*; in 
Late Byz. period, 113n, 131, 151*; in Middle 
Byz. period, 113*, 131, 151; integration of, 
in Byz. society, 408; integration of K. in, 
imperative, 365; intellectual climate of, recon¬ 
sidered, 452; joined by immigrants in local 
industries, 174; Km a factor in, as reflected 
in ByR polemics, 261, 276, 291; K. encroach¬ 
ments on observance of Feast of Weeks by, 
276; K. to be chief spokesmen of, against 
nonconformism, 416; linguistic integration 
of, 194; made aware of importance of Easter 
season through anti-J decree, 338f, 339n; 

majority of, denouncing solar calendar, 275; 
marginal groups in, Chr. slant of, 415n; mutual 
K-R borrowing in, 252; native, joined by 
oriental elements, lOln; never aspired to 


leadership of J. world, 319f; never numerous, 
171; on the Asian shore, 156; particularly 
objecting to morning-to-morning day count, 
378; peace and prosperity to, in llthC, 164; 
percentage of K. in, 163; persecuted by Leca- 
penus, see Romanus I Lecapenus; plea of, 
leads to interdiction of deuterosis, 282n; 
polemics of, TbM's anti-M excursuses un¬ 
matched in, 402; presented by Ibn Daud as 
uniformly R., 35, 35ni; pronouncing ban on 
Mm, 383f, 414; prophetic readings of, 447n; 
relations in, hetween K. and R.: reflected in 
Lekah Tab, 263f; show mutual influences and 
adjustments, 354 

renaissance of, 160; residing on both sides 
of Golden Horn, 142n; Roman domination 
over, deplored, 246, 247n; social and spiritual 
atmosphere of, and K. re-evaluation of Talmud, 
242; socio-economic structure of, 182; taxation 
on, 157, 182-84, 330*; ties between, and 
Armenian Jewry, 128; TbE, R. leader of, 
see TbE; xenophobia of, 363* 

Byzantine Jewish community: Armenian 
T. appear in, 372; early, 204n; K. autonomy 
in, 54, 335; non-K sectaries settle alongside, 
366; ON reflecting K-M conflicts in, 374; 
R. the preponderant majority in, 366; received 
refugees from Egypt, 167*; relative social 
position of M. and K. spokesmen in, 408 
ByJ creativity: BKLP part of, 366, 452; 
evaluation of, 171*, 452 
ByJ economy: shrinking of, 202; trans¬ 
formation of, and K. urbanization, 182 

ByJ captives in Egypt, 46-49 *; ByJ intellectual 
activity, 199n; ByJ leaders, and BoT, 157, 
158nf; ByJ literature: form of, emulated hy 
K., 365; in Hebrew with Greek glosses, 365, 
396; K. contribution to, 452 
ByJ non-normative groups, K. relations with, 
355, 366-415*; ByJ opponents of Oral Law, 
282n; ByJ pilgrims, observe Pal. agricultural 
habits, 277; ByJ population: estimates of, 
158-60*; in cities, 182; native. Km did not 
rise from, hut imported, 362 
ByJ readers, 332n, 374n; ByJ synagogue 
rite, 151 

See also R. of Byz. 

J. in European Byzantium, 158f 
J. in Insular Byzantium, 158 
J. in Cacsareia, 113 
J. in Chios, 113, 156n, 158nf 
J. in Christopoli, 159n 

J. in Constantinople, 35*. 124, 140-48*, 150*. 

159, 161, 176, 336 
J. in Cotyaeum, 115, 117 
J. in Crimea, 58-60 
J. in Cyprus, 49, 120n, 159n, 386f 
J. in Damascus, 15, 99*. 161*, 336n, 453 
J. in Edessa [Urfa], 129n 
J. in Egypt [Egyptian Jewry]: 38n, 47f, 112n, 
160; migrating to Byz., 104*, 117n, 167*, 319 
Egyptian Jewish documents, 112*; EgJ 
fund-raising campaign, 48, 112n; EgJ notable, 
benefactor of TbM, 27n, 427; EgJ physician 
to the Byz. emperor, 167n; EgJ visitor in 
Constantinople, vicissitudes of, 363 n 
See also R. of Egypt 
J. in Ephesus, 114*, 117 
J.. in France, 451 n 

J. in Fustat, 44, 46, 154n, 155*, 161f, 162n 
J. in Gangra [Germanicopolis], 122, 127 
J. in Gardiki, 159n 
J. in Greek mainland, 113 
J. in Harmylo, 159n 

J. in Jerusalem, 155*, 378, 429n, 453f (.see also 
Jerusalem, J. of, R. of) 

J. in Khonai, 115, 115nf, 117 
J. in Krisa, 181 f 
J. in Laodiceia, 113 
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J. in Lesbos, 113, 159n 

J. in Magnesia, 113 

J. in Mastaura, 112*, 116*, 117,199* 

J. in Mesopotamia, lOOf, 201n 
J. in Nicaea, 114£, 115n, 117 
J. in Nicomedia, 131f*, 137* 

J. in Palestine, 253n, 270, 337n, 376 (see also 
R. of Palestine) 

J. in P£ra, see J. in Constantinople 
J, in Persia, 214 
J. in Poland, 38*, 40 
J. in Pontic area [Pontic Jewry], 122f, 127f 
J. in Pylae, 112*, 117 
J. in Raralah, 23, lOOn, 252f, 323, 453 
J, in Rhineland, 333n 
J. in Rhodes, 113, 159n 
J. in Rhodosto, 159n 
J. in Roman Diaspora, 13 In 
J, in Russia, 40, 59, 148n, 328 
Russo-Polish Jewry, 64n 
J. in Samos, 113 
J. in Seleuceia, 117n 
J. in Smyrna, 113* 

J. in Spain, 378 (see also R. of Spain) 

J. in Strobilos, 116f 
J. in Synnada, 114, 117 

J. in Syria [Syrian Jewry, Syrian J. communities], 
98-101*, 160, 378, 384* 

Syro-Egyptian Jewry, 160n 
J, in Tarsus, 113 
J. in Thebes, 141n, 149, 157, 158n 
J. in Tbessalonica, 147nf, 149f*, 157, 158n, 
328-36*, 351 

J. in Trebizond, 113, 121nf, 123f 
J. in Turkey [in Turkish period, under Turkish 
regime], 113*, 122, 131*, 151f, 196 
J. in ‘Ukbara, 404n, 409n 
J. in Vilna, 38n 

J. in Western Europe, 183, 451n 

non-Jews: attitude of, to Km, 37-40*, 44; 
respecting Abraham Kostandini, 429n 
Jihad, 91, 96; see also Holy War 
Jizya, 157, 184 (see also Taxation) 

Jobs, of ByK, 177f 

John Bryennius, 147 

John Comncnus, 1 lOn 

John. St., 408, 413, 415n 

John Tzimiskes, 87n, 88*, 91*, 92nf, 385f 

Joseph, king of the Khazars, 67, 70* 

Joseph, teacher of AbE, 133n 
Joseph (b. Abraham) al-Basir; 8, 66n, 185n, 
207; against stringency of K. law of incest, 
81-83, 82n, 446n; bibliography on, 81n; 
chronology of, 50, 50nf; covering K. legislation 
in monographic form, 445, 445nf; credited 
with Hebrew versions and Greek glosses of 
his own works, 80n, 190n; ON ascribed also 
to, 433nf; teacher of TbM, 50, 50nf, 81f, 
438n, 441n, 445, 449; teacher of YbY, 50, 81, 
82n, 83, 446n; texts from the “dictation” 
of, 417n; translated by TbM, 80n, 375n, 438n, 
441n, 444n, 445f* 

-’s legal treatises: Kalam fi’l-Yerushshoth, 
445nf j Makalat al-Ma'akhaloth, 446n; Makalat 
al-Mo'odim [Safer ham-Mo'adim = Tract on 
Festivals], 375n, 438*, 445n, 446; on the 
*Omer, 417n, 445nf; referred to in sum total 
as Kitab al-Istibsar fTI-Fara'id, 438n, 445, 445nf 
-'s philosophical and theological writings: 
Masa'il wa-Jawa'Ib, 417n; Muhtawi [Safer 
Ne'imolh], 425n; on the Nature of God, 417n 
Joseph Begin, 36n, 279n 
Joseph b. Bakhtawi, 186n 
Joseph b. Noah, 185n, 206, 217n, 249n 
Joseph ibn Saddik, 34n 

Joseph Kostandini [“the Constantinopolitan”], 
125* 

Joshua (biblical), Passover celebration of, 278n 
Jubilee [Yobell, 134n, 282*, 284 


Jubilees, Book of, 377n, 378, 378nf. 408 
Judaean Desert Finds, in late 8thC, 20, 254n, 
379n (see also Cave Finds; Dead Sea Scrolls); 
J. Desert Sectaries, see Qumran Sect; J. Exile, 
311; J. Kingdom, 412 

Judaism LJewishncss]: ‘Anan and the ascetic 
doctrines in, 16; and the Bible, 407; and Mish., 
(and the M.), 40 If, 406f, 415; antiquated 
Chr. concepts of, 281; bigamy in, 290n; Byz., 
place of Km in, 182, 264; confrontation of K. 
and R. schools in, 378n; conversion [converts] 
to, 64*, 67, 69, 73; corroded by scepticism, 
399; diasporic, and DaK, 314; dissent in, 
and the Islamic climate, 6f; evolution of, 
5; foes of, defeated by Islam, 9; Greek records 
on, 26; halakhic formulation of, 209; in the 
East, as viewed by Maimonidcs, 451n; Km 
the only surviving sect in, 6; K. concept of, 
irreconcilable with Mm, 406; K. danger to, 
supposedly averted by Saadyah, 81* 

normative [talmudic, traditional]: 62; and 
‘Ananite Km, 19; and Arab culture, 3; and 
Arab historians, 38f*; and Km, 12, 18, 38f*, 
71, 291; and TbM, 245 
non-normative, 7, 11; of ByK, accused of 
foreignness, 364; of evening-to-evening day 
count, stressed, 378n; persecution of, in Byz., 
68*, 85*, 86, 160, 164; religious and lit. history 
of, projections in, 216; struggle for Supremacy 
in, 13 (fee also Pal-vs-Bab Contest), 42; sub¬ 
version of, imputed to ByK, 392; “the two 
branches [factions] of,” 233, 245, 354; “true," 
and Pal-centricism, 309 
Judei, in Lithuanian charters, 3Sn 
Judeo-Espagnol, 196 (see Ladino) 

Judge(s), 213, 215, 227 
Judgment, Day of, 40B, 413 
Juerie, 147f 

Jurisprudence, roots of: K., see K. roots of j.; 
Muslim, 223 

Justice, Heb. Scripture fountainhead of, 408 
Justinian the Great; 87, 106n, 179; and the J., 
151, 281n, 282*, 338f, 339n 


Ka'bah, 89n 

Kabbalah (Tradition), 359; term, in ByK 
literature, 228f, 230 
Kafrosin, 386nf 
Kahal, 124 
Kalam, 364 

Kaleb b. Elijah Afendopolo: 251n 

-’s: 'Asarah Ma’amaroth. 279n; Nahai ha- 
Eshkol [Heb. epitome of Eshkol hak-Kofer\, 
28n, 32n, 6In, 63n; Pathshegen Kethab had- 
Dath, 196n, 232n, 239n, 24lnf, 447n; 

Supplement to Addereth Eliyyahu, 282n 
Kaleb Korsinos, 199n 
Kalonyanos (K. surname), 200n 
Kalykadnos Valley, 107n 
Kaphri, 351n 
Karaimic Dialect, 65, 196 
Karaism, Karaite creed, Karaite movement, 
Karaite sect, Karaites: accused: of accepting 
lunar observation from Muslims, 279; of 
agreeing with Chr. on “morTOw after the 
Sabbath,” 279; of betraying biblicism, 232; 
of mutually contradicting practices, 393n; of 
rejecting one R. practice and accepting another, 
232; of separatist tendencies, 40f; of substitut¬ 
ing own tradition for that of R., 232; of 
using allegory, 398 

accusing R. of adding to or subtracting 
from Torah, 360; against Bible criticism, 412; 
against bigamy, 289f; against blowing shofar 
on New Year, 283f*; against consumption of 
fat-tail, 287f *, 389-91 *; against food of Gentiles, 
253*, 297n, 401; against R. folkways, 283; 
against R. phylacteries, 283; against R. slstih 
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as sha'atnez, 175n; against R. use of leshon 
Iq'qz, 298n; against Saadyah, see Anti-Saadyan 
campaign; always a party within Jewry, 18, 
57, 167 ( see also K. identification; K. partner¬ 
ship); among the four J. creeds surviving in 
12thC, 366-68; ancient antecedents of, 4n, 
20f, 33n; and anti-J polemics of Chr. and 
Muslims, 39nf; and Bab-centricism, see Baby- 
lono-Centricism; and calendar, see Abib , 
Calendar, Festivals {and individual holidays), 
Intercalation, Lunar observation, New Year, 
Rosh-Hodesh; and Chr. heresies, 40n; and 
Crusades, see Crusades; and fundamentalism, 
17, 209; and Khazaria [Khazaxs], 58, 64-79*; 
and Leviticus, 432f; and Mm, see Mishawism; 
and Muslim historians, 38-40*, 294n, 305, 
305nf; and non-K sectaries, 6-9, Ilf, 14f, 18, 
208f, 367-415 ( see also 'Isunians; Mishawism; 
Tiftisism); and Oral Law, 407n; and Pal., 
21-24, 184-89, 299-322 (. see also Abib; K. in 
Jerusalem; K. in Pal.; Pal-vs-Bab contest; 
Pal-centricism) 

and R.: and proximity of dwellings, see 
Dwellings; boundary between, still undefined 
in 9thC, 314; clinging to all-J identity till 
19thC, 40, 44; debates between, based on 
Hebrew Saadyan translations, 225; enjoying 
high standard of living in 'Abbasid centers, 
315; enlisting governmental aid against each 
other, 37, 37nf, 329f *. 334-36; equally obligated 
to care for welfare of all J., 48; have similar 
socio•religious activities in separate time- 
frameworks, 293; meeting in similar way 
problems of changing times, 12; on Pal. 
supremacy in calendation, see Calendar, and 
Pal-vs-Bab contest; paid equal ransom money 
to pirates, 48; to be equally cared for by all 
J., 48; unanimity of, on evening-to-evening 
day count, hailed, 397*; united in national 
ideology despite ritual divergences, 36 
and Sabbath observance, see Sabbath; 
and Shi'ism, 222f, 233; and Talmud, 39nf, 
240-45, 259f*, 343, 357, 440nf; and T., see 
Tifllsism; and Tulunid independence, 23, 
83f, 382n; and urbanization, 181; anthropo¬ 
morphic homilies ascribed to, 256n, 393n; 
“appeals to history” by, 362n; appearance 
of, in Byz.: of individuals, may have been 
early, 84; organized, see K. in Byz., settlement 
of, and ByK beginnings 
apply biblical laws of impurity in Diaspora, 
253n; apply term “commandment of men” 
to R. doctrine, 284m 310n; attack R. Aggadoth , 
240, 259n, 264, 393n; attitude of non-J to, 
37-40*; attitude of, to the Bible, 406-8,410-13; 
attributing actual cxilarchic authority to 
’Anan, 15; automatically involved in general 
J. events, 85; basing local rites on scholarly 
foundations, 17, 209; BoT on, see BoT; blame 
normative majority for impeding Divine 
Reconciliation with all Tsrael, 37*; called 
maskilim, 342n, 420*; cannot remain unmindful 
of R. arguments of unity, 350; cause rise of 
literature and research, 16; cmtrifugal forces 
in, brought under control by JeKCenter, 314, 
399; rite R. texts on Chr-K similarity in fixing 
Pentecost on Sunday, 279*; common points 
between, and Mubashshir Hallevi, 301n; 
complain of oppression in R. comm., 55f*, 
352f; conscious of absence of separate K. 
political history, 36; conserving regional 
customs, 16f, 219; constitute a segment of 
Eastern Jewry, 85, 167; conversions to, 5 In, 
193*, 257-59*, 30In; conversions of, to Rm, 
easy, 257,257nf;countermgnonnativeDavidism 
with sectarian Davidism, 18; countering 
normative scholarship with non-normative 
scholarship, 17f; de-'Ananization of, 19, 
182n; decline of, 8, 25; decried; as detached 


from main course of J. history, 361; as not 
having witnessed the Temple procedure, 360f; 
as novices, 361, 362* 

denouncement by association the most 
effective line of attack on, 275; denying pos¬ 
sibility of God’s punishment while biblical laws 
conflict, 407, 410f; deprecation of, personally, 
expected to cause deprecation of K. doctrine 
as well, 355f; development of, independent 
of earlier sects, 5, 7; disturbed more than the 
R. by rift between common sense and rationally 
inexplicable precepts, 218; doctrines of, 
attacked as invention and arbitrary innovations, 
360f; earliest use of term **MoZ” by, 301n; 
emigrate from Bab., 3B2f; equated with Pal 
and MoZ, 24, 301, 309; favored by Muslim 
authorities, I64f, 294n, 364, 364nf; fight of 
geonim against, 61; focusing attacks on 
intra-R differences, 269, 357f; forced normative 
Judaism to reassertion, 18; fossilization of, 
postponed by ByKCenter, 456f; Founding 
Fathers of, see Founding Fathers; fully Arabi- 
cized by lOthC, 25; geographical distribution 
of, no R. data on till BoT, 32, 34; harmonizing 
scriptural contradictions, 408; have separate 
rites and houses of worship, 53f; Ibn Daud 
on absence of tradition, among, 35n; Ibn 
Daud’s biased summary of lit. creativity by, 
359n, 365n; ignore Hanukkah, 282*; imitate 
R. in halakhic formulation of Judaism, 17, 
209; in agriculture, 180-82*; individualism 
absent in early stages of, 215f; individualism 
the dominant trend among, since lOthC, 212, 
216f, 421f; inherent weakness of, 243, 350-53; 
insist on use of Hebrew in legal documents, 
298n; intermarriage of, with R., 42*, 288*, 
297f*; introducing new values in 9thC, 19, 21; 
invoke precedents from the Bible, 278n, 285*; 
later, forgetting R. origin of sebel , 23 In; 
lumped together; with M., by R. polemicists, 
389f; with R., as “People of Dispersion,” 
by DaK, 311 

made tittle use of printing press, 6; made 
messianic “signs” hinge on “mourning” in 
10th and llthC, 455; minority in Tsrael, see 
K. minority, and Minority; modem, return 
to all-J Fraternity of Fate in Israel, 41; more 
exposed than R. to separatist tendencies, 399; 
more stringent than R. in religious matters 
pertaining to dyeing and tanning, 177; not 
differing from R. in appraisal of international 
situation due to Crusades, 454; not one ideolo¬ 
gical unit from 'Anan to MoZ, 16f; not patro- 
nizing R. butchers, 286; not performing 
inspection on slaughtered animals, 286; 
observing biblical prohibition of all fats, 391; 
on “morrow after the Sabbath,” 275f, 276n; 
on positive and prohibitive commandments, 
405n; on unreliability of R. tradition, 269, 356- 
58* opposition of, to talmudic tradition annulled 
by endorsement of ha*atakah , 232; Oriental, 
visit of, in Constantinople, 128f; outwardly 
indistinguishable from R., 171; overintellecl- 
ualization of, 19 ( see also K. intellectualisni); 
permanent place of, in Jewry under Islam, 18; 
Persia and Bab. the cradle of, as much as of 
Rm, 319; possibly not identical with “heretics 
of Kedar,” 64n; practically all, lived outside 
PaL in 9thC, 314; preferred term an-nakl for 
4 ’transmission,” 223n; problem of precedence 
of, over Rm, 357*; produced own aristocracy 
and bourgeoisie in 10th and 1 IthC, 45; product 
of Islamic environment, 3,9, 25, 202f; prohibit: 
marital intercourse on Sabbath, 297f; meat 
of pregnant animals, 286; thanksofferings on 
Passover, 400, 405n 

' reading into the Bible non-normative prac¬ 
tices, 210, 407n; received term ha'atakah from 
Saadyah, 225; refrained from attending R. 
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meals, 286; refrained from using term surma, 
223n; regional differentiation of, not appre¬ 
ciated by modem scholarship, 302*; rejuvena¬ 
tion of, under DaK, 19, 22, 368; revived 
ancient discarded Halakhah, 17, 235; rise of, 
in Jewry: presented by Elijah b. Abraham, 
28f, 362; R. on, 15, 33*, 294f» 

Saadyah against, 23f, 34, 42, 81*, 288n, 
300, 389-91*; shift duty of levirate from 
brother to mere relative, 289; sociological 
structure of: different from earlier sects, 3, 12, 
18; not reflected in “ideal of poverty,” 45 
some, prefer to remain in Bab., 383; split 
along geographic lines, due to abib, 341, 344; 
strength of, and “consensus," 223; stressing 
the religious aspects of conflict with R., when¬ 
ever handicapped by communal weakness, 
287; stressing personal responsibility of every 
individual, 5Inf, 216; subject to same economic 
opportunities and limitations as R„ 46; sub¬ 
scribed only later to Pal. exdusivism, 305nf; 
supposed "Precursors” of, 7f; supposedly 
borrowed term ha'atakah from Hai Gaon, 
224; survival of, 5-7, 25; taunting R. for 
compromising on unbelief, but not on cal. 
differences, 381n; tending to settle in groups, 
54 (see also K. settlement); ties with, abroad, 
mark of K. separatism, 165; TbE vs, see TbE; 
took over prohibition of meat from earlier 
sectaries, 16, 253n; transplanted through 

international changes from Muslim to Chr. 
climate, 25; unable to cope with new circum¬ 
stances in the West by way of native resources 
243; uncovering “absurdities" of the Talmud, 
240; unknown physically in Germany and 
France, 33, 74nf; use biblical exegesis as 
rationale for existing divergences, 17, 209; 
use Hebrew in 9thC, 2 If, 190, 211; used at 
first R. terms to denote and repudiate R. 
concept of tradition, 225; view "four species" 
as materials for sukkah, 284f*; wealth and 
high station of some, in 10th and llthC, 45, 
45nf, 298n, 364; welded together by separate 
codes of marriage, purity and scriptural inter¬ 
pretation, 54; were raised in R. comm, and 
synagogues, 357*; Western: cal. perplexity 
of, due to Crusades, 346; in danger of losing 
contact with Km in the East, 365 
Karaite academy, see K. in Jerusalem; K.accounts 
and refutations of non-K sectaries, see 'Isunians, 
Mishawism, Tiflisism; K. allegiance, 23, 38n, 
40, 47f, 52n, 257n,407n, 447 (seealso Allegiance; 
Denominational allegiance); K. apologetics 
in the Golden Age, 206; K. appeals, see Ap¬ 
peals; K. aristocracy, 45; K. Articles of Faith, 
200*; K. authoritarianism, see Authoritarian¬ 
ism; K. authorship of Zadokite literature, 
suggested, 20; K. Book(s) of Pieceptfs) [codes]: 
Hebrew compendia of Kitdb al-Istibsar correctly 
considered as, 446n; method of, 17, 210; 
monographic series shaping into, 445, 445nf; 
of *Anan, see 'Anan; of LbY, see LbY; of 
TbM, see TbM; on festivals and the Jubilee, 
281, 282*, 340n; translated into Hebrew by 
ByK, 417, 445f 

K. bourgeoisie, 32n, 45; K. branches [sister 
communities], and self-assertion of ByKm, 
303*,450,454—56; K.butchers, 286;K.calendar, 
see Calendar, K.; K. centers): Hebrew- 
oriented, 8; in Byz., see K. in Byz.—ByK 
center; in Jerusalem, see K. in Jerusalem; 
shift of, into non-Arabic-speaking countries, 
and the Arabic K. classics, 30, 452; simultane¬ 
ous differences between, not paid attention 
to, 302*; stress on successive geographic 
Shifts of, prevalent, 302*; transferred from 
Bab. to Syro-Pal., like M., 385 
K. charters, 38n, 61n; K. codes, see K. 
Books of Precepts, and AbE, BenN, Elijah 


Bashyuehi; K. commentaries, see Biblical 
commentaries; K. commentary on al-Ghazzali, 
237n; K. communal strength: influencing 
intra-R feuds, 42; influencing K. position vs 
R., 287, 351; no data on, in R. literature, 32 

K, community, K. communities [congrega¬ 
tions]: and abib, see Abib; and danger of 
ostracism, 392*; brought to brink of self- 
strangulation by K. laws of incest, 17; consoli¬ 
dation of, safeguarding K. freedom of worship, 
55*; dismissed by Ibn Daud as insignificant 
even in Pal. and Egypt, 35; Egyptian branch 
strongest of all, economically and politically, 
364, 455; first listed by BoT alongside R. 
population, 34; “ideal of poverty” not reflecting 
social composition of, 45; in (of), see K. in; 
life in, non-J historians silent on, 38; linguistic 
conservatism of, 195f; north of the Black Sea, 
124; not mentioned by Greek sources, 26; on 
Byz. Asian coast, revealed by R. letter, 48; 
overseas, YbY presented as Father of, 243; 
social relations within, in Pal., not yet studied, 
24; subject to same Socio-economic conflicts 
as R., 45; support or neutrality of, sought in 
intra-R feuds, 43; transplanted through 
international changes, 24f 
. K. concentration on literal meaning of 
biblical verses, stressed, 398; K. concept: 
of Angel Intermediary, 291n; of “consensus,” 
see Consensus of community, 'Edah, Ijma ‘; 
of prohibition of fire on Sabbath, in llthC, 
266; of tradition, see Ha'atakah, Kabbalah, 
Sebel hay-Yerushshah, Tradition, Transmission 

K. conservatism, 234, 250f, 267, 343*; K. 
consolidation: allegedly caused by Saadyah's 
anti-K attack, 23; and freedom of worship, 
55*. 386n; effected by Pal. center, 314, 399; 
in Byz., 303n, 450; in Pal., and Tulunid inde¬ 
pendence, 83f, 382n; period of, 8, 212 

K. copyists [seribe(s)], 125, 125nf, 378n, 
417*, 418, 419nf, 431, 436; K. counter-institu¬ 
tionalism, 23f, 295, 300; K. danger [threat]: 
and Saadyah, 23f, 81*; in equation of Km 
with Pal. cause, 24; reflected in TbE’s anti-K 
polemics, 34 

K. data [references], and history of J. settle¬ 
ment in Byz., 118f, 122-24, 127, 132*, 137; 
K. Davidic branches, 15, 99n; K. dialectics. 
17, 209 364; K. Diaspora, 244, 314, 316, 
321 f, 336; K. dietary laws, 285-89*. 297», 
371*, 389-91*, 392, 433nf; K. divergence from 
the R., see Divergences; K. doctrines, see 
Doctrines; K. economic function, to be viewed 
in context of all Jewry, 46; K. emissaries 
for collecting abib data, 341f*; K. equation 
of “consensus” with tradition, 224, 229f; 
K. exegesis, see Biblical exegesis; K. exegetes, 
17, 219, 350n, 446 (see also Biblical commenta¬ 
ries; Biblical commentators; and under indivi¬ 
dual names of K. exegetes); K. “exilic way 
of life,” held immanently R-iAspired, 311; 
K. expansion: 7, 79f, 425, 457; direction of, 
from Pal., 83nf; from P6ra to Crimea, 126f; 
into Byz., see K. in Byz.—settlement of, 
and ByK beginnings 

K. formula after the dead, 419nf; K. freedom 
of worship: ensured by status of autonomy, 
54, 335; safeguarded by K. communal strength, 
55* 

K. funds, handled by Patriarchate, 44; K. 
Golden Age, see K. in Palestine: K. 
Halakhah, foundations of, 17f (see also K. law; 
K. legislation); K. hardships in R. environ¬ 
ment, 55f *, 3S2f; K. hatred of [antagonism, 
animosity to] Saadyah, 23, 81 (see Anti- 

Saadyan campaign); K. hermeneutics, 17, 209; 
K. historiography, 362n 

K. history [history of K(m)]: and Firkowicz’9 
finds, 59*; and late Pal-centricism, 314; and 
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oon-J historians, 38-40*; and R- writers, 
32f, 33n; DaK’s place in, 313; Elijah b. Abra¬ 
ham’s exposition of, 28f. 362*; four premises 
for the reconstruction of, 36-57; in Byz., see 
K. in Byz.—ByK history; in Spain, 34f*, 
346n ( see K. in Spain); interpreted in terms 
of class protest, 44f; lit. approach to, 7, 59; 
new Byz. slant in, 230; not explained as yet 
in terms of regional contest, 302; ostracism 
and persecution not unusual in, 392n; paral¬ 
leling M. history, since Bab. exodus, 382f, 
385-87*; periodization of, 302*; philosophy 
[concept] of, 36n, 362n; political, identic with 
all-J, 35. 36*. 41, 44, S6f; "political,” denoting 
K. relations with Mother Synagogue, 41; 
pseudo-historical reconstructions of, 28f, 3 If, 
216, 346n, 357n; role of YbY’s period in, 
244; romantic presentations of, 134n, 315; 
stages in, blurred by projection, 216; structure 
of, quadrilateral, 56f; TbM in, as "the Trans¬ 
lator,” 422, 449; TbM's contribution to, 450 
K. homes [houses]: darkness or Sabbath 
candles in, 251*, 267, 393n; shared the lot of 
R. dwellings, 147f (see also Dwellings) 

K. identification with the J. people, 36-41, 
44; K. immigrants, see Immigrants; K. im¬ 
migration, see Immigration, and K. settlement; 
K. independence from the J. people, claimed 
by 19thC leaders, 40, 59; K. individualism, 
212-17, 397, 421f; K. influence: admitted by 
R. leaders, 254f; on PaR, 66n, 221 n, 252-54*, 
271; onpietislic reforms of Abraham Malmuni, 
254f; on R. customs in Byz., 252, 255-62, 
271-73. 276,291, 347; on R. law of inheritance, 
255f, 291. 298n; on R. Yom Kippur, 255n; 
on R. in Egypt, fought by Maimonides, 254; 
on terminology of Byz. abjuration formula, 
281-83. See also K. inroads 
K. inner differences [splits, dissensions]: 
216, 219-21*, 302*, 399; brought under 

control by Pal-led uniformity, 314, 399; on 
prohibition of fire on Sabbath, see Fire, 
Sabbath candles; on rlkkub, see Incest. 
See also K. splinter groups 
K. inroads [encroachments, penetration]: 
areas of, revealed by R. apologists, 261; R. 
comm, alerted to, 81, 84; R. strategy against, 
reflected in Lekah Tob, 355. See also R. influence 
K. institutions in Byz., see K. in Byz.—ByK 
autonomy, ByK institutions, and ByK separat¬ 
ism; K. integration in Byz., see K. in Byz.— 
ByK integration; K. insurgency, fought on 
the local level by Ibn Daud and TbE, 355; 
K. intellectualism: dessicated the 'edah principle, 
209*; idealization [praise] of, 420*, 421, 
437n; source of weakness and strength, I8f 
K. intelligentsia: close relations between, 
and the R. in Turkey, 32n ( see also Rapproche¬ 
ment); disgruntled, joins ’Anan, 18; integration 
of, in Byz. society, 204; leading J. sectarianism 
since 'Anan, 18; M. menace to, in Byz., 
398-400; ByK compilations designed for, 439; 
Turkish, and Bash., 3 if, 32n, 236, 238 
K. interaction: communal, with IL, 42-44, 
53; with Gentiles, similar to R., 41 
K. interest in R. literature, 240; K. juris¬ 
prudence: Byz. developments in, not limited 
to sporadic borrowings from R. lore, 239f; 
evolution of, 18, 205-39*; roots of, see K. 
roots of jurisprudence; ultimate abandonment 
of lunar observation explained away as 
success of, 347 

K, law(s): adjustment of, 204-8; BKLP to 
familiarize ByR with, 365f; ByK translators 
encompassing, 445; imposed unconditionally 
on local judges by BenN, 215; imposing 
Yom Kippur fast on children, 281*; modifica¬ 
tions of, in Byz., reflect formative process, 18, 
25, 204f; of, see under individual entries (Calen¬ 


dar etc.. Dietary etc.. Incest, Inheritance, Mar¬ 
riage, Purity, Sabbath, Sha'atnez) ; respect 
for TbM in later Byz. schools of, 432; solution 
of the ha'alakah dilemma a Byz. contribution 
to, 232; stringency of, 16, 218, 326n; TbM’s 
accomplishments in, 50. See also K. legislation 

K. leaders [spokesmen], K. leadership: 
abandon 'Anan's national philosophy in 
9thC, 19; against stringency of K. marriage 
law, 81-83; and Russian government in 19thC, 
bring the J. Fraternity of Fate to an end, 40; 
cancel Purim because of early ripening of 
abib, 340n; combat M. for many generations, 
369; deprecation of, expected to cause depreca¬ 
tion at K. doctrine as well, 355; described in 
scriptural terms, 439; identity of, who answered 
ByK cal. query, uncertain, 324; in Byz., see 
K. in Byz.—ByK leaders; in Fustat, receiving 
ablb message from Pal., 329n; in Muslim 
climate, allegiance to in Chr. State, precarious, 
364, 455f; in Pal., see K. in Pal.—PaK authori¬ 
ties [masters]; in Poland, cultivate K. separate¬ 
ness after World War I, 40; list of, in Hilluk, 
428n; new sects necessitate more alertness of, 
than of general J. authorities, 367f: of MoZ, 
on "ideal of poverty,” 45n; training of, 188n; 
use fragments of ancient sectarian Halakhah, 
20f 

K. leanings, J, personalities suspect of, 
257n; K. legal concepts, revision of, since 
lOthC, 17, 205 ( see also K. concept, and under 
individual entries, e.g., Ha'alakah, Sebel)', 
K. legal thought [K. philosophy of lawj: 
and independence of scriptural interpretation, 
217; as developed in the "Adrianopolitan 
School," 15ln; cliches of, accepted by K. 
liberals out of fear, 235; divergent trends 
in, and hifatakah, 239; elements of later, 
ascribed to K. Founding Fathers, 210; 
evolution of, in Byz., reflected in semantic 
expansion of ha'alakah, 230; individualistic 
trend in, 212-16*, 421f; new school of, opened 
by Byz. disciple of PaK masters, 208, 446; 
Saadyan influence on, 218n; three roots of 
jurisprudence listed in incipient stages of, 
237, 237nf; transmitted to Byz. in Pal. interpre¬ 
tation, 207f, 210, 212, 214, 216, 445f 

K. legal terminology, see K. terminology, 
and under individual terms; K. legalistic) 
works [writings, literature, codes], 190, 444—46, 
445nf ( see also K. Books of Precepts); K. 
legislation: abib principle ultimately abandoned 
like other premises of, 343; and J. farming, 
181; and the reappraisal of K. legal principles, 
217; Bash.’s efforts to make ha'alakah the 
basis for, 239; al-Basir covering monographi- 
cally separate items of, 445n; ByR influence 
on, accompanied by K. impact on ByRm, 
252; exegetical differences involve new approa¬ 
ches to, 217; Hebrew Bible the basis for, 21, 
407f; individualistic approach to, absent at 
beginning of Km, 215f; never yet investigated 
historically, 205; supporting J. textile industry, 
175* 

K. legislators [lawmakers, jurists]: and fire 
found burning on Sabbath, 266f; and problem 
of cutting the ‘omer on holiday, 278*; and 
rikkub, 17, 81-83; innovations of, in 15thC, 
prepared by llthC modifications, 267; of 
llthC, described by Bash, as inclined to 
reforms, 235, 251n, 266f; of older school, 
wrongly presented as champions of individual¬ 
ism, 212, 421; opened new school of legal 
thought In Byz., 17, 208; path of adjustment 
of, confirmed in PaK reply to ByK cal. query, 
325f; read K. rites into the Scriptures, 17, 209; 
some, in lOthC, challenge hekkesh, 217; 
some, in lOthC, inclined to base K. legislation 
on two determinants only, 221 
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K. liberalism [liberal legislation]:not antedat¬ 
ing lOthC, 214; serving Byz. needs, 176, 
446, 456 

K. liberals, 205, 236, 456; K. lit. creativity; 
evaluation of, by ''monolithic'' school, 7f; 
lbn Daud’s biased summary of, refers only 
to Spain, 359n, 365n; impressive record of, 
6; in Byr., see K. in Byz.—ByK creativity 
in Hebrew, and BKLP; K. danger in 9thC 
not in, 24; of Golden Age, 7, 24, 65f, 206f*; 
poverty of, in Spain, caused by ruthlessness 
of SpR dignitaries, 359*; reaches bloom only 
after Saadyah, 24; rise of, with emergence of 
‘Anan, 7 

K. lit. epigoni, 8, 30f; K. lit. mannerisms: 
connotation of Shine'ar among, 3l6n; of 
Hadassi, I73n, 296*. 439 

K. literature [K. lit. productions]; after 
Golden Age, valued only for preserving Golden 
Age treasures, 7; and BKLP, 365f, 450, 452; 
and Crimea, 58; and Dead Sea Scrolls, 4n, 
20; enti-Saadyan campaign In, lasting till 
]9thC, 23; appearance of ha'alakah in, 224, 
226; attempts in, of creating association 
between K. commentaries and R. Midrasbim, 
435*; available in llthC almost exclusively 
in Arabic. 364; biased accounts in, the major 
source for reconstruction of Mm and Tm, 
369; biblical commentaries the most popular 
category of, 446f; classics of, in Arabic, 30f, 
189f. 417, 426f, 443f, 452; confusion in, regard¬ 
ing authorship of ON, 434n; diffused in 
Byz. by returning students, 318; earliest dis¬ 
cussion of "morrow after the Sabbath” in, 
276n; earliest mention of Isaac Nappaba in, 
35ln; “ideal of poverty” in, 45*; in Byz., 
see K. in Byz.—BKLP; inherently conservative 
character of, 205; Khazaria as presented in, 
67_79*; Lucid’s account of, 133n. 433nf; 
major works of, created only after Saadyah, 
24; majority rule discussed in, 221n; "minority 
complex” in, 54n-56n; Mish.’s by-names in, 
383. 383nr: monotonous uniformity of, 204; 
Muslim and Chr. borrowing from, questioned, 
39nf; older, product of Islamic environment, 
233f, 364; older, ransacked by ByK in quest 
for justification or their customs, 233r; older 
presentations of, ascribe a Zoth hat-Torah to 
TbM, 436n; pre-Cnisade. viewed as absolute 
criterion of sectarian creativity, 7; Saadyah's 
fertilizing effect on, 8' Sleinschneider's verdict 
On, 189n; survival of, 6f; Tm left almost no 
trace in. except in general surveys of sectarianism, 
372; TbE denying any value to, 360f*, 365n; 
TbE's acquaintance with, 76n, 262f. 290, 
291n, 366n; TbM's anti-Saadyan arguments 
strongest in all, 260*, 390; traditional Arabi- 
cized models of, pushed out by Greek in 
Byz., 202; transfer of, from Pul. to Byz.. 201, 
365; unable to compete with R. literature 
prior to Saadyab, 24 

K. living: claimed by DaK as possible only 
in Jerusalem. 314; ideal of, seen by ByK in 
PaK masters, 318 

K. lore: BKLP conceived as encyclopedia 
of, 440; Eshkol hak-Kofer encompassing all, 
442; ham-Ma'tik denoting "Transmitter of,” 
449; observances in peripheries of Diaspora 
turn integral components of, 230f; of the 
East, insufficient for K. survival in the West, 243 

K. MSS: Arabic, scarce in Byz., 444; col¬ 
lections of, 29; Byz., see K. in Byz.—ByK 
MSS; from the dictation of JeK masters, 
417f*; many, still inedited. 6, 27f; of Eshkol 
hak-Kofer , see Yehudah Hadassi; of Istibsar, 
445nf; of Jerusalem class notes, in Arabic, 
417*; of ON, see TbM; reported perished 
in Gozlow, 324, 436n 


K. masters (employers): of R. employees 
in Turkey, 36n; of slaves, and BenN, 213 
K. meals, R. refrain from, 286; K. messianic 
excitements, connected with Khazars, 76-79; 
K. method of allegorizing biblical anthropo¬ 
morphism, 264; K. minority: adjusting to 
R. patterns in Byz., 233; hapless position of, 
in J. world, 54-56*, 392n; in Byz., absorbing 
new customs from R., 204; rule of “consensus” 
dangerous to, in lOthC, 221; sharing with R. 
majority an all-J Fraternity of Fate till 19thC, 
40 

K. “minority complex," 54, 54n-56n; K. 
mission: described in scriptural terms, 439; 
failure of, 80-83, 425; intra-J, 36n; motives 
of, 36nf; place of SbM's, uncertain, 84n; SbM 
complaining of R. interference with, 84n. 
See also K. propaganda 

K. missionaries, K. missionary: early ByK 
not —, but immigrants, 25, 192n; Hebrew K. 
literature allegedly created for 190n, 425; 
Pal., preaching K. doctrine, 60, 190n; SbM, 
a—, 83nf, 253, 323* 

K. missionary accounts, triumphant note 
of, 66, 257; K. missionary activity: decline 
in effectiveness of, 83; Pal., credited with 
expansion of Km, 79, 425, 451; reaching peak 
in early lOthC, 70 

K. missionary enthusiasm, an inner necessity, 
84; K. missionary expansion westwards, 83; 
K. missionary literature, 84, 190n, 425; K. 
missionary scheme, BKLP not a—, 451; K. 
"missionary" theory, 79-83, 425, 451 
K. “Mourners of Zion," see "Mourners of 
Zion”; K. Nasi [Patriarch], 43f (see also David 
b, Bo'az); K, Nesiuth, see K. Patriarchate; 
K. neutrality, sought in intra-R feuds, 43; K. 
nickname Tor Saadyah, 316n; K. notable(s) 
[potentates], in Fustat, 42*, 45n, 48, 283n, 
298*; K. order of months [and of festivals], 
begins wilh Nison, 281, 340n; K. Pal-centricism, 
see Palestino-centricism; K. partnership in J. 
fate and spiritual endeavor, 18, 35-41, 44; K. 
Patriarchate [Nesiuth ]: in Damascus, 99n; 
in Fustat, 453, 455; in Jerusalem, 22f, 43f, 
329n, 419n, 427 

K. philosophy, reflecting Muslim kalam, 
364 (see also Philosophers, Philosophy); K, 
prayerbook [Order of Prayer], 56n, 236, 251 n, 
296*, 343*, 352n;K.pietistic practices, penetrat¬ 
ing R. worship, 254f, 255n; K. pilgrims, later 
called Yerushalmi, 428n; K. printing press in 
Gozlow, 59n, 71, I72n. I91n 
K. polemical writings [compositions, litera¬ 
ture], 190, 260f, 332n, 372, 432; K. polemicists 
[controversialists], 56, 216, 229, 264, 265n, 
283*, 316n, 32Bnf, 415 [and under names of 
individual polemicists); K. polemics: against 
Lekah Tab, belong to 12thC story of K-R 
relations, 263*, 284; against M., see Anti-M 
polemics; against R., I36nf, 225 , 240f*. 257, 
260r*. 269, 287f*, 300*, 356-58*; against 
Saadyah, see Anti-Saadyan campaign; against 
T., almost non-existent, 372; in Golden Age, 
206; not necessarily indicating actual gains, 
84; by TbM, see TbM; two-pronged, in BKLP, 
416 

K. population, see Population; K. practices 
[observances], see Practices; K. program of 
instruction, 207n, 237n; K. promotion of bibli¬ 
cal scholarship, since 9thC, 21 f 
K. propaganda: and K. expansion, 80*, 
425; and the negligent form of ByK creations, 
190n, 425*; concentrating on Pal-centricism, 
since 9thC, 301; difficulties of, 81; exploiting 
intra-R differences over Sabbath candles, 
269; failure of, admitted in K. "minority 
complex,” 54n; individualism a slogan of 
self-defense rather than of, 216; limited success 
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of, not incompatible with continuation of, 
84; “myth of," 190n; no way of statistical 
evaluation of effect of, 257n; PaK pietism 
allegedly resulting from, 252-54; regarding 
Shabu'oth in Chr. environment, 278; success of, 
in Byz., at an early period, doubted, 83, 425. 
See also K. mission 

K. pseudo-Messiah, lOOn, 454; K, 
recollections of settlement in Jerusalem. 22, 
45nf, 54*; K. reform(s) [innovations], 

17, 25, 205, 208, 235, 250f, 25In, 308; 

K. reformulation of law, 205-8, 240, 251, 
266f; K. relationship with the Qumran Sect, 
4n, 19-21; K. relationship with Sadduceism, 
4n, 20, 397n; K. religio-national partnership 
with J. people, and "Chr. orientation," 392; 
K. revisionism, legislative, 17f. 205, 216-24, 
422, 454; K. revival, and the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
254n; K. roots [principles, rules] of jurispru¬ 
dence, 221, 226n, 228*, 231n, 234, 237f\ 242; 
K. schism [rebellion, revolt], 15, 41n, 44, 
294f*. 357 

K. scholars [sages]: accepted Bash.’s tradi¬ 
tion of ByK beginnings, 31; admitting intra-K 
discrepances over lunar observation, 352; 
and Crimea, 58*, 63; and JbR's sources for 
Canticles, 332n; and Talmud, 240, 260; an¬ 
thropomorphic Aggadoth ridiculed by, 264; 
Bash, on, and on their fear of the “mob," 
234—36; called “Sadducees," 397n; conscious 
and proud of eclecticism, 440*; find R. cal. 
cycle correct, 340; give official sanction to 
intra-K rift over abib , 344; ideal of, 249*; 
names and surnames of, 38f, 199f*; not men¬ 
tioned by name by TbE, 262; of Byz., see K. 
in Byz.—ByK scholars; of Pal., see K. in Pal.— 
PaK authorities; preoccupied for many genera¬ 
tions with combatting Mm, 369; "Teachers’ 1 
the preferred title of, 310n. See also K. leaders; 
K. legislators; and under nam es of individual 
scholars 

K. scholarship [learning]; adversities of, 
in 15thC, 31, 32n, 234; and the BKLP, 365f, 
450f; expansion of, since ‘Anan, 8; first formu¬ 
lated in Bab., 319; not yet repudiating Sad- 
ducean-Kkinship in 10thand lllhC,276, 276nf; 
of Byz., see K. in Byz.—ByK scholarship; 
of Jerusalem: 8; praised even by R., 185*, 
206f*; replaced by ByKm, 457; represented 
in last stage by YbY, 8, 244, 324, 446 

K. scholastic dissent, TbE not concerned 
with, 265; K. self-censorship, in 19thC. in 
matters pertaining to Christianity, 28n; K. 
self-identification with Pal. cause, 23; K. 
separateness [separatism]: based on scholastic 
postulates common to all Jewry, 18; conscious¬ 
ness of, 184; expressions of, 53f, 185, 294; in 
Poland, 40; Natronai Gaon on, 40f, 41n; 
not fossilized in Byz., 456f; not obviating 
Km's remaining within Jewry, 18, 53f, 56f; 
one of basic premises of K. history, but not 
most important, 56f. See also K. in Byz.—ByK 
autonomy, ByK institutions, ByK separatism 

K. settlement: idea of, 54; in Armenia, 128, 
153; in Byz., see K. in Byz., settlement of; 
in Jerusalem [in Pal.] see K. in Pal., settlement 
of; in “Land of Kedar," 62f; in modem 
Israel, 41 

K. sources of law, see K. roots of jurispru¬ 
dence; K. splinter group(s), 219f*, 314, 369n, 
399; K. standardized terms, taken from Scrip¬ 
ture, 439; K. struggle against Saadyah, see 
Anti-Saadyan campaign; K. support of Pal. 
geonim, 42f; K. synagogue in Fustat, demo¬ 
lished byal-Hakim, 167n; K. terminology: and 
Byz. abjuration formula, 26, 28 If; for “Easter," 
280n, 339; legal, 204f, 23In, 310, 439 

K. textual analysis, rational qualities of, 
228n; K. thesaurus of biblical quotations. 


242n, 420n, 421, 437n, 439*; K. traditions 
regarding ByK beginnings, 27, 3 If*. 49; K. 
“truth” allegedly admitted by Ibn Ezra and 
Maimonides, 236; K. uniformity, 2l9f, 314, 
399, 456; K. values: new, propagated by 
9thC Km, 19, 21; partially surrendered in 
Byz., 245; preservation of, and TbM's new 
formulation of hu'aiakah, 239 

K. world [camp): Byz. supremacy asserted 
in, 457; ByKm appearing when PaKm already 
a decisive power in, 319; struggle for leader¬ 
ship of, a tier First Crusade, 303, 455-57 
K. zealots, 19, 208n 
intra-Karaite: cal. discrepances, see Calendar 
discrepances; cal. rift, see Calendar rilt; 
conflicts [feuds, contest, struggle], 24, 45, 
302f, 304nf, 315-17, 317nf, 320. 368; relations, 
305, 308f, 317-22. See also K. inner ditfo- 
rences; K. splinter groups 

non-Karaite: battle, over Pal. Oaonate, PaK 
divided on, 43; dissent, reconstructed from 
hiased K. sources, 6, 369; neighbors, BKLP 
addressing itself to, 452; sectarian writings, 
did not survive, 6f, 369; sectaries, K. relations 
With, in Byz., 355, 366-415 
pre-Karaite: sectarian leaders, and prophecy, 
214; sectarianism, athnity of with Muslim 
heterodoxy, 3n; sectaries, prohibit consump¬ 
tion of meat, 16, 253n 
pro-Karaite, Caliphate hailed as, 164f, 364, 
364nf 

Karaite-Mishawite, See M.—M-K 
Karaite-Rabbanite, see under specific entries 
(e.g.. Calendar feuds, K-R) 

Karaites in Adrianople, 150-52*, 153, 163 
K. in Aleppo, 99*, 341f 
K. in Alexandria, 341 f 
K. in Amascia, 123*, 153 

K, in Anatolian Peninsula, see K. in Asia Minor 
K. in Armenia, 64n, 1281'*, 153, 370 
K. in Asia Minor [Anatolian Peninsula], 27, 47, 
49, 11 If*. 118-37*, 153n, l62f, 456 
K. in Altaleia, 46--I9*, 50, 109*, 110, 112*, 
153, 169-71, 386, 453 

K. in Babylonia [Babylonian K,, Bab. Km]: 
and ByK, a comparison, 317-22, 362; and 
calendar [BaK abib deviation, BaK cal. rift, 
etc.), 303-9*, 311, 317*, 322, 381; and DaK’s 
Pal-centricism, 313-15, 320; and new Pal- 
ccntricism, 322; and SpK, 346; attitude of, 
to Pal., as mirrored by the abib problem, 301, 
303, 305f, 308f; called “Sadducees” by Ibn 
Ezra, 397n; debate between, and PaK, 307*, 
321n, 322; paralleling BaR stand against 
Pal-centricism, 303, 306, 309, 315f, 3l8n; 
rift between, and PaKm, irreparable in LbY's 
time, 322; some, deny resurrection from the 
dead, 369n; some, prefer to slay in Bab., 
383; some, view man's spirit alone the object 
of God's punishment or reward, 369n; strained 
relations between, and BaM, reflected in 
Kirk.‘s account of Mish., 374 

Babylonian Karaite leadership not concerned 
with M. danger as much as ByK, 376; BaK 
pietists, exodus of: 314, 317, 383; starts parallel 
between K. and M. histories. 382f, 385 
BaK regional-minded philosophy, rise of, 
315; BaK self-assertion [self-assertive tenden¬ 
cies], 307, 315, 319; BaK students, not being 
sent to JeKAcademy, 318; BaK trend toward 
all-Babylonian uniformity, 315, 317 
Babylono-Persian K. [Km], 317n, 319 
K. in Baghdad, 2l9n 
K. in the Balkans, 153n, 163 
K. in Banias, lOOn 
K. in Basra, 219n 
K. on the Bosporus see Bosporus 
K. in Byzantium [Byzantine Karaism]: accused: 
of allegiance to Muslim culture, 364*; of mere 
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lip-service to own creed, 247; of non-normative 
practices even contrary to Km, 275, 289-94 

adjustment and compromise of, 169, 203f, 
224, 260, 32Sf, 365f, 446, 454; and accusation 
of foreignness, 363—65, 38B*; and agriculture, 
180f; and American J. scene, a parallel, 192*, 
193; and BaK, a comparison, 305, 317-22, 
362; and BoT, see BoT; and Byz. abjuration 
formula, 26*, 280-83*; and Byz-centricism, 
320; and calendar, 186, 243n, 269-73, 280*, 
299, 317n, 318, 323-53*; and Crusades [and 
fall of Jerusalem], see Crusades; and EgKm, 
303*, 455-57; and epithets for '‘Mourners,” 
427f, 449; and Greek literature and philosophy, 
194*; and ha'atakah, 224*, 226, 226nf, 228- 
39*; and Happarsi, 274; and kabbalah, 228*, 
229; and K. sister-branches, 185, 450, 454-57; 
and Khazaria, 71f*, 74, 76-79*; and M., 
119*, 275, 367-69, 372-76*, 383-415* (see 
Anti-M; M.); and "morrow after the Sabbath,” 
275-78*; and Orthodox Church, 26, 194, 
280-83; and problem of precedence of Km 
over Rm, 357*, 361f, 362n; and R. accounts 
of K. schism, 294f*; and regional needs, 
202; and Sabbath observance, 251, 265, 267f, 
268n, 306; and sebel, 23In; and Sephardi 
culture, 196*; and SpKm, 34f*, 345f; and T., 
128, 367-72*; and TbE, see TbE; and yerush- 
shah, 231n; appearance of, on Egyptian coast, 
no novelty to EgJ, 47; approximate number 
of, 155, 162f; Arabic among, see Arabic; 
arguing R. literature had no value, 361nf; 
ask Byz. government to intervene in K-R 
cal. feud, 329; attitude of, to Pal., as compared 
with BaK, 305, 317-22; average ratio of, to 
ByR, 163 

bear same tax obligations as R„ 183; came 
from Near East, 190, 319; combatted through 
denouncement by association and confusion 
of identity, 275, 387-95*, 398; commercial 
ties of, with EgK, 202f; communication of, 
with Pal-, see Communication; concentrate 
attack on R. homilies, 264; conscious of alien 
elements in make-up of Km, 202f; contribution 
of, to evolution of Km, 18, 250, 416; creative 
process of acclimatization of, as shown by 
Ul. arguments, 354; danger of ostracism to, 
392; decisive modifications in, only after 
Crusades, 250; decried as intellectual failures 
and novices, 355, 361f; deliberately discredited 
by ByR, 363; deprecated as incompatible 
with native ByJ society, 356; developed tradi¬ 
tions with no biblical support, 234; divergences 
of, from ByR, see Divergences, K-R; effect of 
migrations on, 168f; enjoying goodwill of 
Byz. rulers, 283n; excelling ByR in Greek 
literacy, 182n; familiarity of, with technical 
terms and tools, 177f; find YbA's messianic 
allusions unintelligible, 78; first documentary 
record of. in Attaleia, 46-49, 109*, 119, 171, 
386; focusing on intra-R differences, 357f; 
Genizah material on, 43f, 46-53; Graeco-K 
jargon of, 152, 195f*; granted autonomy, 
see ByK autonomy; grecization of, and conver¬ 
sions to Km, 193; Greek among, see Greek; 
growth of, prior to TbM, inarticulate, 450; 
hcbraization of, 193, 365f; Hebrew among, 
see Hebrew; ignorance of, held dangerous, 
248; ignored by Ibn Daud, 35; imbued with 
Pal. ideal of study, 249; importance of ELA 
for the understanding of, 247n; impression 
of, on non-J observers in Byz., 283; in tanning, 
176f*; in textile industry, 174-76*; indebted¬ 
ness of; to PaK mentors and JeKAcademy, 
20 In, 202f, 210, 212*, 214, 216, 298f, 317f, 
445f, 456; to R., 173, 234, 242-45, 245n, 252, 
282, 289, 325f, 339f, 340nf, 343, 354. 400n, 
440, 440nf 

influencing ByR, 252, 255-57, 260f, 271-73, 


276f*, 291, 347; JbR selected his excerpts 
for, and for ByR alike, 332n; laid foundations 
of Km in Turkey and Eastern Europe, 25, 
203; linguistic inadequacy of, 19If, 426; lit. 
awakening of, only indirectly influenced by 
PaK masters, 451; loyal to MoZ, 45, 202, 
318, 392; more susceptible to classicist trend 
than R„ 195; names of, 58f, 198-200*; no 
direct Greek references to, 26f, 283; not 
accused explicitly of solar calendation, like 
M., 393; not missionaries but immigrants, 
25, 192, 362; not to be explained in terms of 
class protest, 44f; not wholly free of danger 
of inner splits, 399; observed Fast of Daniel, 
268n; occupations of, 169-78; origins of, see 
ByK beginnings; Pal-oriented, 292n, 318; 
perhaps pointed to Chr. Pentecost as confirma¬ 
tion of “morrow after the Sabbath” on Sunday, 
279; permanent feature in Byz. Jewry since 
1 IthC, 264; position of, compared to “plough¬ 
ing beasts,” 247n; presentation of YbY by, 
243f; pulling down deliberately the division 
between K. and R., 251; questioning Mosaic 
origin of R. practices, 356-58*; R. challenge 
not the only source of anxiety to, 366; R. 
influence on, accompanied by K. impact on 
ByR, 252; reaching maturity, 200-3, 450, 
455; received ‘Ananite Maxim and BenN’s 
dictum in Pal. interpretation, 210, 212, 214; 
re-evaluation of [“new look” at] the Talmud 
by, 239-46*, 339, 343, 440nf; reformers of 
Km, 25 (see also K. reforms); reject accusation 
of Chr. orientation and subversion, 392; 
removed at first from main artery of communal 
endeavor, 399; reported to have incurred 
heavy tax on R., 329; respect of, for TbM, 
53, 432, 449; rise of national leadership of, 
53*, 201-3; rise of, to leadership of K. world, 
162, 4S7; ritual of, in preliterary stage, 185; 
Saadyah’s innuendo a powerful weapon 
against, 390; saved by Pal-led uniformity from 
inner dissensions, 399; Sefer ha-'Osher as 
guide to library and linguistic equipment of, 
197f; sent sons to study in Pal., 202 (see ByK 
students) 

settlement of: alongside native R. comm.. 
Ill, 144, 146, 170 (see also Dwellings, K-R 
proximity of); ByK literature reflects later 
stage of, 27; due to political and territorial 
transformation of Near East, 201; followed 
Byz. conqupsts, 171, 201; importance of data 
on, for J. history in Asia Minor, 118; inseparable 
from several aspects of PaK Golden Age, 24; 
institutional separatism since early stage of, 
53f; opens new chapter in K. history, 168f; 
origins of, shrouded in mystery, 26; part of 
broader population flux, 104, 111, 118. 160, 
201; performed in groups, 54; placed by 
Furst in UthC, 64n; possibly preceded by 
settlement of K. in Armenia, 128; predominant¬ 
ly of merchants, 169f; premises for charting 
historical course of, 36-57; problem of sources 
on, 26-36; simultaneous with M. settlement 
in Byz., 385-87; theory on, to be based on 
quadrilateral structure of K. history, 57; 
urban character of, 181f, 182n, 195. See also 
ByK beginnings; Immigration 

settlements of, see ByK settlements, and 
under individual names of communities; 
share of, in messianic movement of 1096, 
148n; sharing same neighborhood with R., 
see Dwellings, K-R proximity of; sin of, 
claimed less grave than of R., 248n; sneer at 
R. anthropomorphism, 240; socio-economic 
diversification of, 170f, 174; socio-economic 
structure of, soon identical with R., 182; 
sources of creative inspiration of, 20In; success 
of, in conversion of R., claimed, 66n, 193n, 
257-59; success of, shown by R. polemics 
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and apologias, 261, 361n; surpassed native 
R. in commercial and urbanistic tendency, 
118*; struggle of, for self-assertion, 203, 430; 
struggle of, with non-normative J. groups in 
Byz., 366-41S; threatened by external influences, 
399; ties of, with K. on Islamic side, 201-3; 
ties of, with “old country,’’ 111; TbM the 
leader of, see TbM; trilingual, 192f, 426; 
unparalleled growth of, ascribed to external 
forces, 83, 160, 201; well established when 
ByK literature appears, 27; “Yeshu’ah myth” 
regarding. 244n 

Byzantine Karaite abridgments, 56n. 197n,432; 
ByK autonomy, within ByJ comm., 33f, 334f, 
33Sn (see also ByK institutions; ByK separat¬ 
ism); ByK beginnings [origins; rise of ByKm]: 
and Golden Age of Km in Pal., 24f, 43, 84f, 
319; as reflected in R. letter on Attaleian 
captives, 49; conception of, affected by Ibn 
Daud’s account of SpKm, 34; could not 
result from ideological conquest alone, 83; 
historical premises for reconstruction of, 
36—57; K. traditions on, 27, 3IF*, 49; linked 
to annexation, 85f, 171, 201; never yet tho¬ 
roughly examined, 38; not earlier than latter 
half of lOthC. 85; not from native ByJ popula¬ 
tion, but imported by immigrants, 362; not 
reflected in ByK literature, 27; not reported 
by non-J historians, 38; part of general J. 
experience, 169; theories on, 58-86. See also 
K. in Byz., settlement of 

ByK benedictions, built on R. models, 
251n; ByK cal. query to Jerusalem, 324-26*, 
375n, 433f, 434n; ByK captives in Egypt, 
46-48*, 112n; ByK center, 8, 58, 456; ByK 
commentaries and commentators, 29nf, 76*, 
and under individual names of authors (see 
also Biblical commentaries, etc.) 

ByK community [ByK communities, commu¬ 
nal units]: and BKLP, 450, 452; earliest 
documents on, 46-49; included for the first 
time in BoTs Itinerary, 34; led by returning 
students of JeKAcademy. 187—89, I88n, 

203, 318, 428n; needs of, answered by 

new formulation of ha'atakah, 239; 
organization of, 53; other J. groups from 
the East settle alongside of, 366, 386f; Pal. 
note-books placed by TbM at the service of, 
430f, 437n; receive refugees from Egypt, 
167*; story of, has broader import, 25 

ByK compilation(s) in Hebrew, 30*, 184, 
189, 193n, 258, 290, 332n, 365nf, 409n, 417f, 
425f, 433, 439-41, 443, 448 (see also ELA\ 
JbR's Sefer ha-Osher: Peddlers' Bag; TbM’s 
ON}; ByK conservative^), 234, 245*, 343n, 
364; ByK contribution to general ByJ literature 
in Hebrew. 452; ByK correspondence, private, 
written in Byz. proper, not recovered. 198; 
ByK creativity, in Hebrew: clues to genesis 
of, given in colophon to ON, 42If, 424. 426; 
continuing after fall of Jerusalem, 456; devoted 
mainly to Leviticus, 361n, 432f; ideological 
incentives of, 190-93, 365f, 416; linked to 
Crimea, 58; negligible amount of, prior to 
TbE, 36Sn; quality of, conditioned at first 
by Pal. note-books, 426f, 430; two directions 
of, 416f, 443f; viewed as countercheck to 
linguistic assimilation in Greek environment, 
200, 451 

ByK cycle of scriptural reading, 251n, 447n; 
ByK documents [documentary sources], absence 
of, 27, 179, 198f; ByK economy, ramification 
of, 170-82*; ByK experience. Scriptures 
explained in terms of, 174, 183f, 246f; ByK 
formula of marriage contract, 296*; ByK 
handymen to Gentile masters, 180; ByK 
historian, see Elijah b. Abraham 

ByK history: affected by pattern of relations 
in Pal., 44; being a story of immigration and 


adjustment, 25; brevity of, in llthC, makes 
confusion of identity easy. 388; chronology 
of, revised, 49-51, 53; different from history 
of Bab-Persian K., 319; interwoven with 
history of K. calendar, 299 (see also Calendar, 
K.; Calendar feuds); manifesting special 
twist in many areas, 240; never yet told, 25, 
454; not alone the story of local comm., 25; 
quadrilateral structure of, 56f; reconstruction 
of: 19, 25; and Bash., 31f*; importance of 
comparative studies in ByR and ByK exegesis 
for, 332n; importance of Lekah Tob for, 
263f. 355; premises for, 36-57; problem of 
sources for, 26-36 

ByK imitation of R„ deplored, 246f, 248n; 
ByK institutions, 51-54* (see also ByK auto¬ 
nomy); ByK integration: in country’s economy, 
169-82; in native Jewry, imperative, 365; 
linguistic and cultural, in Greek environment, 
189-200, 204, 365f, 416, 451 

ByK intelligentsia [intellectuals], M. inroads 
into, 398-400; ByK leaders [leadership]: 
alarmed like ByR leaders by extent of mutual 
borrowing, 262; alert to danger of assimilation, 
248, 250; and BKLP, 424, 449, 451 (see also 
TbM); and later Byz. solutions, 456; and the 
use of Hebrew, 416, 426, 450f; anxiety of, 
concerning M. danger, reflected in TbM’s 
excursus, 375n, 376, 400. 409; aware of danger 
of R. accusation of foreignness, 365f. 388; 
call for patience in messianic expectations, 
455; came from among students of JeK 
Academy and MoZ, 187-89, 188n, 203, 318, 
427-31*; cannot easily ignore M. literature, 
398; effectively substituting later for 
JeKMasters, 457; efforts of, in l2thC, 
to maintain ablb system. 337; fighting confusion 
of identity, 275*, 388, 400; have objectives and 
methods similar to ByR leaders, 262; indebted 
to PaK masters, see K. in Byz., indebtedness 
of; social position of, in relation to M. leaders, 
unknown, 408; stunned by fall of Jerusalem, 
454; TbM the flrst native, see TbM 

ByK legal decisions, 421, 446; ByK legal 
documents, absence of, 199; ByK legislator(s), 
opened new school of legal thought in Km, 
17f, 208; ByK linguistic heritage in Turkey, 
196; ByK linguistic integration, see ByK 
integration 

ByK Literary Project (BKLP), ByK literature 
in Hebrew: alleged reason for mediocrity of, 
190*; allegedly masterminded by JeKMasters, 
425, 451; and testimonies of cal. feuds, 328, 
345; and TbM, 422, 424, 426f. 430, 442, 449f 
(see TbM); as source material for ByK history, 
27f; born in Pal., 189. 430f; collaborators on, 
perhaps called “Compilers,” 439; communal 
organization of, 415f, 438, 444, 449; Compila¬ 
tion and Translation, the two directions of, 
189f, 416f, 443f, 448; consummation of, in 
12thC, 442; difficulties in providing material 
for, 424, 426, 431; during the period of TbE 
and his father. 332n, 365nf; eclecticism of, 30, 
172*, 440*; encyclopedic designs of. 440-43*; 
evaluation of, 415f, 442f, 449-52; first to 
mention M. moming-to-moming day count, 
379; Greek glosses in, see Greek glosses; 
impact of, on East European Km, 452; 
incentives of, 189-93, 365f, 416, 431, 

448, 451f; indebted to R. literature, 

244f, 245n. 400n, 440nf; lacking at first 

ready-made Hebrew translations, 431, 444; 
launched in mid-llthC, 27, 430; let fall 
into oblivion the Bab-centric cal. doctrine 
of ‘Anan, 305; linguistic aspects of, 189-98, 
416. 424—27*. 430; long-winded design of, 
432*; militant, 416, 450; need of copying 
Arabic K. MSS for, 444; negligence of form 
and style of, 193n, 424—27, 425n; notes by 
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students the earliest material for, 417, 424—27, 
430f, 443f; objectives of, 365f, 388, 415f, 
440-43, 441 n, 450; on “ideal of poverty,” 
45*; originated among students of JeK 
Academy, 189, 431; picture of, incomplete, 27; 
pioneering quality of, 416, 444; pioneers of, 
still unpublished. 29, 29nf; problem of author¬ 
ship of, see Authorship; publication plan of, 
438-40; Question-and-Answer form of, 420f, 
44If, 442n; references in, to K. in textile 
industry, 174-76*; references in, to taxation, 
183f*-, references in, to trade and travel, 172f*; 
rise of, wrongly ascribed to unfamiliarity 
with Arabic. 190-93, 416; stalled construc¬ 
tion of, 424, 430; successful because espoused 
by whole ByK comm., 450; supposedly condi¬ 
tioned by K. literature of the Crimea, 58; 
trilingualism of. 193n, 424-26*; ups and 
downs of, cause deterioration of texts, 31, 
31nf; viewed as a Byz. phenomenon, 449-52. 
See also ByK abridgments, ByK compilations, 
ByK creativity, ByK translators, ByK works, 
ByK writers; and Arabic; Compilation; 
ELA\ Hebrew; JbR; Peddlers' Bag', TbM; 
Translation 

ByK MSS, 28-31*; ByK merchants, reli¬ 
gious problems confronting, 172f; ByK 
ownership of real estate, 179f*; ByK pietists, 
45*, 233f, 268*; ByK polemics, see K. polemics; 
ByK presentation of schism in Jewry, 28 
(see Elijah b. Abraham); ByK relations with 
K. comm, in the East, 191, 201; ByK scholars 
[sages], 58*, 63, 233, 331, 398f ( and under 
names of individual scholars); ByK scholarship 
[learning], 3if, 32n, 207, 457; ByK separatism, 
53f, 56f, 184f {see also ByK autonomy); ByK 
settlements [colonies]: attested in 9-10 cities, 
152; existence of, confirms existence of R. 
comm, too, 118, 122-24, 127, 132, 137; no 
full listing of, possible. III. See also K. in 
(for individual ByK settlements) 

ByK settler(s), 49, I73f, 248; ByK sha'atnez 
laws, I75f*; ByK students: local, 189, 431, 
441f; of JeK Academy: 186-89, 203, 257, 
3l8f, 428n, 431; and the use of Arabic, 190, 
202, 365, 418; considered mere agents of 
JeKMasters, 8, 425, 451; lit. activity of, 23, 
30, 189, 417f, 424-27, 429n, 430f, 448. See 
also Jacob b. Simon; TbM 

ByK subversion, shakes confidence of 
average ByR, 356; ByK translations, see 
Arabic, ByK Hebrew translations from; 
ByK translators, 191*. 197, 444-46, 448, 451 
(and Jacob b. Simon; TbM); ByK traditions, 
234; ByK writers [authors]; early, sometimes 
counted in period of K. consolidation, 8; 
invoked only to shed light on JeKMasters, 
25; no mere epigoni, 30f (and under individual 
names of authors) 

ByK works [writings, compositions]; deli¬ 
berately presented as counterparts of R. 
works, 435*; Hadassi’s method of reporting 
on, 438f*; of 12thC, as compared with early 
BKLP, 442f; titles of, and the publication 
plan of BKLP, 438-42; TBE familiar with 
some, 76n, 262f, 290, 29In, 366n 
K. in Cairo, see K. in Fus tat 
K. in Constantinople: 34n, 129n, 144—48*, 
153, 433, 439, 452; and classicist revival, 195; 
and Jerusalem note-books, 430; and messianic 
excitement, 455; following R. cal. cycle, 340, 
34ln; number [numerical strength] of, 35*, 
144, 146, 154, 161-63, 336; receiving instruction 
from R. teachers, 238; settlement of, 49, 51, 
138f; some old Sabbath laws perpetuated 
among, 62; under the Turks, 150n, 152n. 
See also K. in Istanbul; K. in P£ra 
K. in the Crimea: 8, 60*, 25In, 341 n, 452; and 


the Pontic trade, 122, 127, 152*; theories on, 
58-60*, 65 

K. in Cyprus, 34n, 119*, 120. 153, 159n, 386f 
K. in Damascus, 99*, 161*, 336n, 34If, 342n 
K. in Damietta, 48, I12n 
K. in the East [Eastern Km]: BaK cal. deviation 
not to be justified by decline of, 308; contacts 
of ByK with, endangered by excessive ByK 
integration in Greek culture, 365; echo of 
Byz. conquests among, 87n; exegetical know¬ 
ledge of, transmitted to Byz., 198; formula of 
marriage contract of, 296n; Ibn Daud not 
referring to, in his biased summary of K. 
creativity, 359n; opposed introduction of 
Sabbath candles, 251*. 308; plagued by splits 
in 9th and lOthC, 399; repudiated R-influenced 
K. innovations, 308; Sabbath laws among, 
62; successfully resisted R. in essentials, 308; 
unaware of ByK problems, 251; unaware of 
K. affinity with Khazaria, 79 
K. in Edessa, 129 f. 153 

K. in Egypt: adhere to ablb system, 136n,3l7n, 
319, 341f*; and expansion of Km, 79, 83f; 
commercial and spiritual ties of, with ByK, 
47f, 119, 191*, 201-3; dismissed by Ibn Daud 
as insignificant, 35; fate of, under al-Hakim, 
167n; harboring K. Patriarchate, 453, 455; 
held for the purposeof law as Jews, 38; included 
in jurisdiction of Nagid, 38n; influence of, on 
EgR, 254—56; not to be understood in terms 
of class protest, 44f; struggle of, with ByK, 
for leadership of K. world alter Crusades, 
303*, 455-57; supporting PaKm, 23; vouchsafe 
continuity of Arabicized PaK creativity, 455; 
wealth and power of, 23, 45n, 48, 298n, 364, 455 
Egyptian Karaite communities, led by 
students returning from JeKAcademy, 428n; 
EgK emissary, Shemaryah Alexandros, in 
Constantinople, 347; EgK formula of marriage 
contract, 296n; EgK formulary (of marriage 
contracts), 297*; EgK leadership, ByK alle¬ 
giance to resented, 455f; EgK marriage con¬ 
tract shows intra-K cal. discrepance, 3I7n; 
EgK students, returning, assume title ‘Obed, 
428n 

K. in Europe [on European soil]: 8, 163 

in Eastern Europe [East European Km], 
8, 40, 65, 122, 203. 343*. 419, 452 (see also K. 
in Lithuania; K. in Poland; K. in Russia) 

K, in Fars, 2l9n 

K. in Fustat-Cairo: 48, 112n, 153n, 154*, 162*, 
167n; and ablb, 329n, 341 f, 342n; and al- 
Hakim’s persecutions, 167n; notablefs) among: 
daughter of, married R. Nasi, 42*, 288n, 
298*; intervene in favor of PaK, 42n; wealthy, 
45n, 48 

Patriarchate of, 453, 455 
K. in Galata, 144* 

K. in Gangra [Germanjcopolis], 125-28 
K. in Gargar, 128f* 

K. in Gozlow, 452 (see Gozlow) 

K. in Halicz, 38n, 60n 
K. in Haskeuy, 196 
K. in Iberian Peninsula, see K. in Spain 
K. in Israel, 41* 

K. in Istanbul, I53n, 193 
K. in Jerusalem: JeKAcademy: and contacts 
with K. Diaspora, 186-89; approached on 
cal. matters by TbM, 324-26*, 375n, 433f, 
434n; Arabic the langauge of, 192, 4l7f, 
417n, 424; ByKm’s dependence on guidance 
of, and the M. menace, 399; BKLP inad¬ 
vertently bom in, 189, 430f; class discussions in, 
built on Questions-and-Answers, 441, 445n; 
class notes taken down in, 417f, 417n, 424-27, 
430f; closed due to Seljuk conquest, 453; 
courses in, 432, 434n; idealistic presentation 
of training of Diaspora leaders in. I88n; 
militant, 432; organized according to R. 
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pattern, 249n; realism of, 207, 207nf, 218n; 
residing in the Bakhtawi Court, 186, 417, 
453; rise or philosophical writings in, 207n; 
scholarly standard of, 206f (see also K. scholar* 
ship of Jerusalem!; students of; 8, 186-89*, 
417f, 417n, 428nf; Jacob b. Simon, I88f; 
TbM, 49f, 140. 188, 429f, 437n, 449; YbY, 
probably classmate of TbM, 50 
JeKCenter: and the Seljuk conquests, 189, 
320, 325, 333, 453; attitude of early leaders of, 
to Diaspora, 188n, 309f; attitude of later leaders 
or, to Diaspora, 320-22; ByK relations with, 
as compared with BaK-PaK relations, 317-22; 
decline of, 428n, 453; destruction of. by 
Crusaders and its impact, 8, 25, 243*, 250, 
303 n, 333, 336f, 427, 453-47; leadership of, 
before the Crusades, uncontested, 455; leading 
Km toward unity and uniformity, 220, 314, 
399. 456; rise of, 22f, 185*, 309; scholarship 
of, see K. scholarship of Jerusalem; SpKm 
following the lead of, 346* 

JeKMasters. see K. in Pal-—PaK authorities; 
quarter of, 186; settlement of, see K. in 
Pal., settlement of. See also Jerusalem 
K. in Khorasan, 2l9n, 409n 
K. in "Land of Kedar,” 61-64* 

K. in Land of Shine'ar, see K. in Babylonia 
K. in Lithuania, 38*. 188n, 251n, 253n, 438n, 452 
K. in Luck, 188n 
K. in Lw6w, 38n 

K. in Mesopotamia. 100 (see K. in Babylonia) 
K. in Nicomedia. 132-37*. 153 
K. in Palestine [Palestinian Karaism, PaK com¬ 
munities]; allegedly influencing PaR. 66n, 
22In, 252-54, 271; and expansion of Km, 
79, 83f*; and ha'alakah, 225-27*; brand of, 
allegedly introduced by TbM into Byz., 31; cal. 
discrepance between, and ByK, 340; caused the 
PaR academy to move to Ramlah, 23; causing 
trouble to Ben Meir family, 83f, 382n; com¬ 
mercial ties of, with ByK. 191; common 
stand of, and of PaR. opposed hy K-R 
community of cause in Bab., 303; critical of 
‘Anan, 211; de-'Ananization of Km by, and 
the abolition of tithe, I82n; dismissed by Ibn 
Daud as insignificant. 35; Egypt heir to, 455; 
encounter of TbE with, postulated,, 34; excom¬ 
municated annually hy PaR, 41, 41 nf, 392n; 
light to gain freedom from R. interference, 287 
Golden Age of; Arabicized, 25. 455; ByKm 
inseparable from several aspects of, 24; BKLP 
linking East European Km with, 452; Early, 
206*; end of, 453; individualism the dominant 
trend of, 212-16; Kirk, not belonging to, 207n; 
Late, 206f*, 292n, 320f, 450; later K. literature 
valued only for preserving treasures of, 7; 
literature [lit. creativity] of, 7f, 24, 30, 65, 
206-8* (see also under individual names of 
PaK authors); modern scholarship on, 24, 
186n; never again re-created, 7; peak of K. 
communal endeavor, 24; tendentious presenta¬ 
tion of BenN hy spokesmen of, 212f; viewed 
as zenith of K. creativity, 7 
Hebrew Saadyan translations circulating 
among, 225*; independence of Pal. under the 
Tulunids and the consolidation of, 23, 83f, 
382n; insignificant after Salah ad-Din, 339; 
intervene in internal affairs of PaR, since 
lOthC, 42-44*, 382n; majority of, concentrated 
in Jerusalem and Ramlah, 84, 453; masters 
of J. Jerusalem, 23; messianic references of, re¬ 
echoed in Byz., 78; new spirit of, vs Diaspora, 
since late lOthC. 320-22; observe abib system, 
304, 317n. 321-23. 34lf*. 344; oppose BaK 
on calendation, 303f*, 307*, 32ln, 322 (see 
also Pal-vs-Bab contest); opposing schools 
of exegesis in, 261 n, 421 (see also David b. 
Bo'az; YbA); perhaps preaching K. doctrine 
in Byz., 80, 190n; read into Canticles problems 


of lOthC. 227*; remnants of, after Crusades, 336 
settlement of: and DaK, see DaK, ond 1*1-] 
Kumisi School; and Pal-centricism, 22f, 84n, 
309; and Redemption, 22, 299, 310f, 31 In; 
appeals for, 21-23, 187, 187nf, 299; attempts 
of, after Salah ad-Din, unsuccessful. 339*; 
cal. arguments for, 299*; later recollections 
of, 22, 45nf, 54*; offered solution to practical 
problems of religious observance, 310 
Social relations within, not yet studied, 24; 
strength of, since lOthC, 84, 287, 382*; sup¬ 
ported by EgK, 23; way of, held the only 
“true” way, 311 

Palestinian Karaite administration, 23 
(see also K. Patriarchate in Jerusalem); 
PaK authorities [masters, mentors]: and 
cal. problems. 186, 324-26*, 333, 375n, 

433f, 434n; Arabic works of, made available 
to Byz. readers in Hebrew. 443 (see 
Translations); aware of increasing blending 
of “consensus" with tradition, 224; ByK 
writings invoked by modem scholars only 
in order to shed light on, 25; called "Sadducecs” 
by Ibn Ezra, 397n; contribution of, to ByK 
lit. awakening, only indirect, 451; demarcation 
line between material of and Byz. material 
in ByK literature, difficult, 30. 258; give new 
formulation to nature of transgression when 
fire found burning on Sabbath, 266f; held as 
the ideal of K. living. 318; indebtedness of 
ByK to, 201n, 202f, 210. 212*. 214. 216. 298f, 
445f, 456; Km from 'Anan to, not one ideolo¬ 
gical unit 16f; K. MSS from the dictation of, 
417f, 4l7n; lectured in Arabic. 418, 424; 
notes taken down while attending classes of, 
417f, 4I7n, 425f; on sha'atnez, I75n, 176; 
policy of, concerning training leaders, I88n; 
positive attitude to Talmud ascribed to, 241; 
realistic trend of, finally formulated by ByK 
disciple, 207f, 224; reply to ByK cal. query, 
324-26*. 375n. 433r, 434n; scholastic ideal 
of, inculcated into ByKm, 249; TbM a disciple 
of, see TbM; wrongly credited with sponsoring 
early Hebrew K. translations, 425, 451; YbY 
the last of 8. 244, 324, 446 

PaK center, see K. in Jerusalem—JeKCenter; 
PaK centralism fcentralistic ideology], 309 
(see Palestino-centricism); PaK exclusivism, 
305nf, 314-17, 320. 345; PaK exdusivist 
determinant of calendar, 345; PaK exegete(s), 
see DaK, David h. Bo'az, SbY, YbA; PaK 
formula or marriage contract, 295f*; PaK 
influence in Near East, and the builders of 
ByKm, 319; PaK influence on Ibn Ezra, 
207n; PaK jurists advocate adjustment, since 
lOthC, 325; PaK literature, see K. literature; 
PaK note-books of ByK students, 426f, 430f, 
433nf, 435, 437f, 440f, 443f; PaK polemicists 
on “two wicked women," 3!6n; PaK scholar¬ 
ship, see K, scholarship of Jerusalem, and 
K. in Pal.—JeKAcademy; PaK settlers, 23, 
45nf, 54* (see K. in Pal., settlement of); PaK 
tradition, transmitted to Byz. through BKLP, 
450 

K. in P6ra: 121 *, 144-48, 154, 161, 336, 453; 

and Km in the Crimea, 126f, 152* 

K. in Persia, 214 (see also K. in Babylonia— 
Babylono-Persian K.) 

K. in Poland: 25, 38*. 60n. 65*. 452; and Sabbath 
reform. 25ln; separateness of, 40 
K. in Pontic area [Pontic Km], 122f, 125-28 
K. in Ramlah, 41. 84, lOOn, 296*, 453 
K. in Russia [Russian Km]: 25, 40, 59, 60n, 
65*. 71, 196, 247n 

in Southern Russia, see K. in “Land of 
Kedar” 

K. in Sahragt, 48, (12n 

K. in Spain [Spanish K.], 34f, 40n, 56n, 74, 79, 
SOn, 345f*. 356, 359*, 363 
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K. in Sulkbat [Eskl Krim], 60*, 126n 
K. in Syria [Syrian K.]: 80, 83f, 99-101, 161, 
219n; adhere to Pal-centric calendar, 99n, 
186, 317n, 319, 341f, 342m 
K, in Talavera, 40n 

K. in Thessalonica, 148-30*, 153, 328-36*, 351 
K. in Tinnls, 48, 112n 
K. in Toledo, 40n 
K. in Trebizond, 122-25*, 153 
K. in Troki, 38n, 52n, 188n, 452 
K. in Turkey [in Turkish period; in Turkish- 
conquered provinces of Byz.; Turkish Km]: 
8, 25. 32*. 36n, 59, 60n, 65a, 153n, 34in. 
343; and Sephardi immigrants, 32n, 152, 
196; names of, 200*; reforms of, 235, 251n, 
267, 308 

Turkish K. intelligentsia, 32n, 236 
K. in Tustar, 219n 
K. in Volhynia, 188n 

Kareidc research, modem [modem K. studies; 
modem scholars on Km]: accepted Bash.’s 
tradition on ByK beginnings, 31; affected 
by Ibn Daud's presentation of SpKm, 34; 
and AbE’s biography, 133n—35n, 135; and 
BenN’s alleged individualism, 212f, 215; and 
edition of texts, 6, 28, 30, 260nf; and Kirk.’s 
Book of Gardens, 68n; and lack of purism in 
early ByK writings, 190n, 19Jn, 422-26, 425n; 
and problem of JbR’s and TbE's sources, 
332n; and problem of translation or original 
contribution in ByK compilations, 30, 258; 
and TbM*s colophon to Off, 421; ascribing 
Zoth hat-Torah to TbM, 436n; attributing to 
TbM the translation and dissemination of 
YbY's works, 49f*, 244, 324n, 446nf; believed 
ByK Hebrew translations were sponsored 
by PaK authorities, 425, 451; bibliography of, 
33n; comparisons of Shi'ism and J, sectarian¬ 
ism by, 222; divergent interpretations of, 
regarding Till., 372n; invoking ByK writings 
only in order to shed light on PaK masters, 25; 
"monolithic” conception of J, sectarianism 
by, 7f, 205*, 367*; objectives of, 162n; on 
‘Asian's eligibility for exilarchic office, 15; 
on authorship of Yehi Me’orolh, see Ye hi 
Me’oroth: on DaK, 313; on Eshkol hak - 
Kofer, 28*, 442*; on ON, 431, 434n; on 
Saadyah and the K„ 8, 23, Bin; presenting K-R 
relations as all-out struggle of irreconcilable 
parties, 42; pronounced TbM's letter in Fir- 
kowicz’s edition spurious, 325*; underestimat¬ 
ed TbM’s original contribution, 258, 421; 
unmindful of regional divisions in K. history, 
302*; wrongly considered K. mission the 
primary factor in K. expansion outside Pal., 
79-83, 425, 451 

“Karaization,” 23, 230nf, 301n, 451 
Kaihub [Divine Writ], 226n, 237 
Kedar, see Land of Kedar 
Kehath (biblical), 270 
Kemal ad-Din, 97n 

Kephalitidn, 157, 158n, 183 (see also Taxation) 
Keren Ze'lrah [“Small Horn"], 365n 
Keri and Kethlb, 409n 

Kethubbak, Kethubboth, see Marriage Contract(s) 
Kelhubbath ha-Rabbantm, 298 
Khazar, Khazars, Khazaria, 58, 61 *, 63n, 64-79*, 
108. 303n 

Khonai, 115, 115nf, 117 
Khorasan, 91. 96, 165, 219n, 409n 
Khukaran, tribe of, 165 
Khwalisses, 73f, 74n 
Kibbus, 208, 229n, 230n (see ‘Edah) 

Kiddush Beth Din, 349 
KU'ayim, 181 

King(s): of Ishmaelites, of Islam, 165; “of the 
North,” 78, 88nf; "of the South," 78, 89n, 95n 
Kingdom(s): “the Four,” 165; of Ishmael, 165, 
294; of the Persians, 165; of the Romans, 


165; of “the Small Horn,’’ 364, 36Sn; of the 
Turks, 165 
Kinnasrin, 97 
Kinoth [Lamentations], 268* 

Kiptchak Dialect, 65 
Kirkisanl, see Jacob al-Kirkisani 
Kilab at-Anwar wa-l-Marakib, see Jacob al- 
Kirkisani 

Kitab al-Arayoth (Sejer hay- Yashar), 188n, 446 
Kilab al-Khaxari, 70 

Kiyas, 17, 217, 218n, 364 (see also Analogical 
deduction; Hekkesh ) 

Knowledge: exaltation of, in Km, 248f; of 
commandments, 229n 
Kohen, Abraham (K. leader), 153n 
Koing, 195n 
Konya, see Iconium 
Korban Todah, 400 (see Thanksoffbrings) 
Korsinos (K. surname), 199n; see also Kaleb 
Korsinos 

Kosherim ("the Caimathians"), 89n 
Krisa, 18 If 

[al-]Kumisi, see Daniel al-Kumisi 
[al-]Kumisi School: anti-'Ananite gibes of, 211, 
21 Inf, 420n; emigration of, and settlement 
in Jerusalem, 313, 382; listed as separate 
school by Kirk., 212n, 368n; Palestino- 
centricism of: 22f, 217, 299, 368; and 

‘Anan, 16,19, 22; and later Pal-centrics, 320f; 
presented religious divergences along regional 
and social lines, 312; reformulated anti-R 
dissent, 19, 22, 368; remained wi thin Km, 
368*; use of Hebrew and rise of Hebrew 
literature in, 22, 190, 211, 217; ushered in the 
Pal. period of Km, 8, 368 
See also Daniel al-Kumisi 
Kuppath harRokhelim, 245n, 420, 440, 441* 
(see Peddterd Bag ) 


Lahorers, K„ 171, 181 

Ladino, 152 (see also Judeo-Espagnol) 

Lamentations [Kinoth], 268* 

Land, acquisition of, 179-81 
Land, Holy, see Palestine 
Land of the Bible, see Palestine 
Land of Edom, 153 

Land of Israel: 181, 270, 301, 322; and abib, 
295*, 296f, 340, 344; see also Palestine 
Land of Kedar, 61f, 61n 
Land of Shine'ar, 303f*, 316* 

Lands [provinces, etc.]: Byz., see Byz.; fabulous, 
174*; Muslim, see Muslim 1. 

Landpleute , 171 

Language: of ByJ, 194, 365f; “of Ishmael," 
420, 422-24; of K. Golden Age, 25; of K. 
works in Pal. and Byz., 190*; “of men,” and 
the Scripture, 265; "of the Romans,” 194. 
See also Arabic; Greek; Hebrew 
Laodiceia, 107, 113 
Laodiceia Katakekaumene, 107, 109 
Latins, Latin, 116, 142*, 146, 151n, 161n 
Law, see Biblical 1.; Byz. 1.; Halakhah; J. 1.; 

K. 1.; Muslim 1.; Oral 1.; Written L 
Lazarus (Stylite of Ephesus), 114* 

Leader(s): communal [local], ByJ, met by BoT, 
141n, 156F, 158nf, 199n; cult of, in sectarian 
messianism, 11; of the normative majority, 
“Shepherds of Exile.” 331, 331nf; pre-K 
sectarian, 10, 214, 214nf; TbE on role of, 
349. See also K. 1.; R. 1. 

Leadership: equating communal legitimacy of, 
with historical legitimacy of doctrines, 355; 
J., under Islam, and Davidism, 15; of ByK 
communities, assumed by Jerusalem students, 
318, 428n; of guilds, and BoT*s data, 157; of 
intelligentsia, since the rise of 'Anan, 18; 
of the JeKCenter, see K. in Jerusalem; 
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of the K. world: by the Jerusalem Center, 
never contested before the Crusades, 455; 
struggle for, after First Crusade, 303*, 455—57 
of rank, lack of, in messianic sectarianism, 
12, 14; of TbE, see TbE; of TbM, see TbM; 
of world Jewry, never aspired to by ByJ, 
319f; Pal., countries nnder, and Km, 314; 
prerequisites of, in Jewry, 14f; provincial, 
rise of, in Jewry, 202; training for, 187f, 188n. 
See also K. 1.; R. L 

Leap-year(s): determining of: by abib , 270, 
292, 327; by beans and peas, 323*; by calcula¬ 
tion, 247, 253, 304, 340; Hadassi's solution 
for, 337-39, 338n 

K. following R. computation of, 304, 340, 
341n, 345; proclamation of year 1032 as, 
317n. See also Abib ; Calendar; Intercalation 
of years 

Learning: aristocracy of, 13; In praise of, 
247-50*. See also J. 1.; K. scholarship; R. 1.; 
Scholars 

Lease contract, 179 

Leather industry, 174; see also Tanners 
Leathereutters, 176n 
Leatherworkers, 176n 

Leavened bread [Homes], 272f, 327, 400, 410f, 
412 

Leaving the fold, see Conversion 
Lecapenus, see Rom anus I Lecapenus 
Legal decisions, 421, 446; 1. documents, 199, 
285, 298n; 1. fiction, 232-34, 239, 339, 343*; 
1, obedience, to Central BaJ Authorities, 5; 
1. policies, of Central BaJ Authorities, 5, 13; 
1. principle^): and K-M discussion of thanks- 
ofierings, 404f, 405nf, 410f; Muslim, 208n, 364 
I. termfs): Arabic, 208* 

See also K, 1. concepts; K. 1. terminology; 
K. 1. thought; K. 1. works 
Legislation, 18, 26n, 361, 405n, 407, 409n ( see 
also K. 1.; Normative 1.; R. 1.) 

Legislative: evolutionary process in Jewry 
not —, but interpretative, 360; I. policies of 
governments, and Km, 37f, 38n; 1. rights of 
each generation, 349 

Legitimacy: of doctrine and leadership, equated, 
355; of tradition and reinterpretation, 359f 
Leiehudes. 195 
Leiden, 30n 
Lekah Tob, see TbE 
Leket, 182n 
Leningrad, 29 

Leo (Armenian philosopher), 91n 
Leo (Commerciarius of Attaleia and Cyprus), 119n 
Leo III, the Isaurian, 164 
Lesbos, 113. 159n 
Lestum La'az, 298n 
Letters [Epistles], see Correspondence 
Levi b. Abraham of Villefranche, 279n 
Levi b. Yefeth: 207; advocating adjustment, 
325*; as presented by Bash., 235; combatting 
Saadyah, 222n 

on calendar: 292n; and abib , 299nf, 322f*; 
conceding R. desire for unity in reform of, 
351n; of Bab., 303-5*, 315, 317; reporting 
cancellation of Purim festival, 326*, 340n; 
reportingPaK-BaK debate on, 307*, 308, 321n, 
322; stressing need for relating lunar calendar 
to solar, 271n 

on: ha'atakah, 227nf; Jubilee, 2B2n; K. 
roots of jurisprudence, 228n; rational qualities 
of K. textual analysis, 228n; rigor In K. legisla¬ 
tion, 326n; Talmud, 241n; Yom Kippur, 281n 
Palestinian scholar, 227nf, 27in, 282n, 303; 
preceded by DaK in reporting BaK cal. devia¬ 
tion, 309, 311, 317; spokesman of new Pal- 
centricism, 320, 321n, 322; used term kabbalah, 
228n, 238n; used term Shlne’ar tot Bab., 
303f, 316n 

-*s Book of Precepts-, 227nf, 238n, 27in, 


303n-5n, 307f, 308n, 445; tr. of, into Hebrew, 
227nf, 27In, 446* 

Levitate marriage, 285, 289, 402n, 432 
Leviticus: ELA on, 361n, 433; importance of, 
in K-R controversy, 432; main anti-K passages 
in Lekah Tob belong to, 361n, 432f; nonextant 
volumes of ON on. 324n, 375n, 434f*; ON 
devoted to, 226n, 36In, 374, 37Sn, 419, 423n, 
431—38*; Saedyah's Commentary on, 226n, 
390, 432 

Linen: dyeing of, 174; in sha'atnes, 175 
Linguists, 398 

Linguistic arguments against Mm, 396; 1. aspects; 
of early ByK literature, 189-98*, 416, 424— 
27*; of introduction of ha'atakah Into Km, 
224-26*; of TbM’s writings, 423n 
1. difficulties, in the ‘Ananlte Maxim, 210; 1. 
discussions by TbM, 421, 423n; 1. equipment: 
of ByK: Hebrew, weakest element in, 191, 
426; Sejer ha-Osher as guide to, 197f; of M., 
398: of TbM, 422-23* 

1. heritage, ByK, 196; L inadequacy, of early 
ByK, 191-93*, 426; 1. integration: of J. in 
Byz., 194; of K. in Byz., 195-98, 200, 204,450f 
1. phenomena in Jewry, conservatism of, 195; 
1. purism, absence of in BKLP, 193n, 424, 425*, 
426; 1. quality, of early BKLP, and Jerusalem 
class notes, 427 

Linguistics, Hebrew, 24, 50, 206, 398 
Upanibalon (unleavened bread), 281* 

Literacy, Greek, 182n 

Literal meaning [interpretation] of biblical 
verses, 284, 289, 398* 

Literary arguments in K-R feuds, 351, 354; 
1. awakening, ByK, and the Jerusalem masters, 
451; 1. creativity, J., and Km, 416, 452 (see also 
K. 1. creativity); 1. epigoni, K., 8,31; L manner¬ 
isms, K., 173n, 296*, 316n, 439; I. orientation 
of the “monolithic” school, 7; 1. testimony 
for denouncing K. as novices, earliest, 362 
Literature, development of, caused by Km, 
18. See Byz. L;K. 1.; K. in Byz.—BKLP; 
R. L; Sectarian 1.; Talmudic 1.; Zadokite L 
Lithuania: J. Va'ad of, 38n; K. in, see K. in 
Liturgical compositions, in ancient K.ftazzaniyyah, 
352n; I. decrees of TbM, 53*; 1. poetry, R., 
in K. prayerbook, 251n (see also Piyyutim ) 
Liudprand of Cremona, 363n 
Lo ta'aseh [prohibitory co mm a n d m entfa)], 
405n 

Logical deduction (hagbarah, hakrabah), 321 
Love of Zion [of the Holy Land], K., 23, 45 
Low social standing [origin], of pre-'Ananite 
sectaries, 11, 16 

Loyalty: K_, to Islam, (64f; problem of, confront¬ 
ing ByK, 192n 
Luck, 188n 

Luck), Simhah, 132nf, 419n, 433n 434n 
Luke. St., 408, 413, 415n 
Lulab, 284f 

Lunar Calendar, see Calendar, 1. 

Lunar observation [eye-witnessing of the New 
Moon]: abandonment of, 347; adherents of, 
favored by Muslims, 165, 294n; allegedly 
borrowed by K. from the Muslims, 279, 294*, 
364; and abib, a comparison, 292, 299, 344f, 
347; and ‘Anon, 294f*, 364; demanded by 
BenN for Nisan and Tishri alone, 274*; deter¬ 
mining K. Rosh-Hodesh, 209, 269, 292, 344; 
in ancient Pal., 270, 348f; inferred from Scrip¬ 
tures by precarious dialectics, 209; intra-K 
discrepances over, 352; K-R feuds caused by, 
60n, 272*, 328, 344-52*, 3921; not losing 
validity after Crusades, 345f; PaR reported 
following, 253; preserved by custom, 209; 
R. arguments and action against, 270, 348-52*. 
392f; rejected by M., 380; seals K. institutional 
separatism, 294; solution of doubts on, in 
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Diaspora, 326; stipulated in marriage contracts, 
295-97*, 343, 343nf 
Lunar year, Islamic, 364 
Lunel, Maimonides’ epistle to comm, of, 451n 
Lw6w, 38n 
Lycian coast, 116 

Ma'arrah Masrin, 98n 
Ma‘aspr [tithe], 181 
Ma‘atik(im), see Ma‘tik(im) 

Macedonian Dynasty, 194n 
Madhhab , 368n 
Maeander River, 112 
Magdeburg Statute, of Troki K„ 38n 
[al-]Maghribl, see Israel Hamma’arabi; Samuel 
b. Moses al-Maghribi 
Magnesia, 113 

Mahallfim (dissenters), 328nf 
Mahallfim (money-changers), 328n 
Mahazor , see Calendar cycle 
Mahazor Romania (ByJ order of liturgy), 151n 
Maimonidean enactment on ablutions, 254* 
Maimonides, see Moses b, Maimon 
Maimuni, see Abraham Maimuni 
Maintenance-men of baths, K., 178 
Mainz, “exegete of,” 34n 
Majority: and consensus, 221*; in I. comm., 
consisting of R.. 37n, 366; of BaK, and DaK, 
315; of ByJ, against solar calendar, 275; of 
PaK, concentrated in Jerusalem and Ramlah, 
453; of Syro-Pal. J., against Bab. centralism, 
382; Pal-centrlc, in Km, 317n; pressure of, 
on ByKm, 399 

R. [normativel: and ByK autonomy, 335; 
and K. refutation of Mm, 398; and M., 275, 
388, 395; and new sects, 367f; blamed for 
impeding Redemption of whole nation, 37*; 
calendar of, and Mm, 379, 380*; conversions 
to Km among, 258; K. adjustment to [con¬ 
formity withl, 223, 23If; K. divergence [diffe¬ 
rence] from, 18. 262; K. national partnership 
with, 40, 392; leaders of. 331. 33 Inf; practices 
absorbed from, by ByKm, 456; tradition of, 
and the K.. 232* 
rule of, 22In, 222; Snnnite, 222 
[al-lMakrizi, on *Anan, 39n, 294n, 300n, 305, 
305 nf 

Malachi, 311, 361 
Malihah (Jewess), 198, 199n 
Malik ar-Ramli, 276n, 371n 
[al-]Ma’mun. Caliph, 21 

Marnier, Mamzeruth [Bastard(y)], 72-76, 75nf 
Mankind, beginning of, and the precalculated 
calendar, 270, 349 
Manuel Comnenus, II On 
Manzikert. 325, 453 

Marginal groups in J. society; in Byz., 415n; 

in Second Commonwealth, 20 
Margins of Diaspora, see Peripheries 
Marheshwan (month), 345 
Market(s): 143*, 151, 172, 192, 201; and the 

J. comm.. 286 

Marital laws, see Marriage law; m. relations, 
297*, 298 

Maritime route, from Byz. to PaL, 325 
Marpe la-'Esem, 429n 

Marriage contract(s) [kethubbah. kethubboth ]: 

K. : cal. discrepancy revealed in, 3l7n, 327*, 
334; formulae of, 295f*, 299, 343*, 344n 

K-R: 42n, 288*, 297-99*, 401n; R„ 116n, 
199* 

Marriage gifts, Greek names for, 199n 
Marriage laws [Marital laws]: in "Zadokito 
Fragment," 290n; K„ 54, 81-83, 82nf, 253, 
298f: K-R divergence over, 41, 289f; neglect 
of, by Mish., Imputed, 40lf; of levirate, 285, 
289, 402n, 432: R.; 246; influenced by K., 253 
Martyrdom of Rhineland J., 333n 
Martyrs in Holy War, 92 


Masa’il wa-Jawa'ib (Questions-and-Answers): 

44If; al-Basir's 7>act, 417n 
Mas’ath Blnyamln. see BenN, Code of 
[ham-]Maskil, epithet of TbM, 419n, 449 
Maskilim (Intellectuals), 18, 211, 342n, 420* 
Mass (levy), 183 
Massisah, 98n 

Massorah, Massoretic, antl-Massoretic, 22, 
125*. 409n 
Massoreth, 230n 
Mastaura, 112*, 116*, 117, 199* 

[al-]Mas‘udi, 68n 
Ma'sum (infallible), 222 

[ham-]Ma‘tik, epithet of TbM, 325n, 419n, 449 
Ma*likim ("Transmitters”), 226n, 227, 230n 
Matthew of Bdessa, 91n. 280 
Matthew, St., 408, 413, 415n 
Meal-offerings, 260n, 361 n 
Meals: and K-R relations, 286; prepared by 
Gentiles, 297n. See also Conviviality; Food 
Measures, Greek terms for, 198 
Meat: and communal controls, 2S6f; and K-R 
relations, 286f; consumption of, 16, 253*, 
286, 297, 371*; of fowl, with milk, 289 
Mecca, 89n 

Medical terms, in Greek, 198 
Mediterranean, 102, 170, 345 

East Mediterranean: 108, 163f; 166, 290n, 
381; piracy in, 46, 88, 110, 120, 170, 201 
Mediterranean cities, 181; M. coast [shores], 
96, I08f, III; M. harbors, 106, 108; M. J. 
Dispersion, BoT’s tour of, 113 
East Mediterranean: lands. 92n; waters, 110 
Mehlssah, 336* (see "Partition”) 

Mehmet II, 152n 

Meiammed (tutor), 180n 

[ham-] Melammedim, see "Teachers” 

Melikah, 260n 

Melitene, 103, 104*, 105, 121 
Memorial Book [Sefer Zlkkaron ] of the Istanbul 
K. comm., I53n 

Mensal unit, 30-day [30-day month], 273-75*, 
377. 378n, 393f, 409n 

Merchant: colony, colonies: foreign, in Cons¬ 
tantinople, 138*, 143n; J., in Gangra, 127 
traffic, 325 

Merchants): 88, 102, 111, 151, 170*; Armenian, 
121 n; Frankish, 139n; Genoese, 128, 151; 
Greek, 12ln; J., 47, 152. 170. 290n, 328: K., 
46f. 80. 104, 111, 118, 138f, 169-74; migration 
[movement] of. into Byz,, 104, 111, 138f; 
Muslim, I21n; R.. 46f, 80, I38f; piratic attacks 
on, 46-48*, 120, 170, 201; Russian, 148n, 
328; Syrian, 80n 

Merkabah. secret discipline of, 264nf 
Mesopotamia: 100, 104, 166, 207n; J. learning 
of, 201 n;J. in, see J. in 
Messiah, lOf, 28n, 39n, 77, 455 
pseudo-Messiah, K„ lOOn, 454 
Messianic allusions, 78. 247n, 282n; m. calcula¬ 
tions. 93f; m. enthusiasm, 79, 455; m. expecta¬ 
tions [hopes], 11. 76-79, 89n, 93n, 437n, 

454f; m. miracles, Il6n: m. movement(s): 
of 1096,116n, 148n, 184n, 330n; of prc-’Ananite 
sectaries, 9-14; 

m. pretenders, 454; m. references,to Khazaria, 
78; m. sectarianism, 9-14; m. “signs,” 28n, 
455; m. speculation, 93n 
Messianism, 10, 14. 16, 79, 368nf 
Meswi, Meswitefs), see Mishawayh, Mishaw- 
ism, Mishawite 
Metals, tithe On, 182n 
Metropolitan of Elam, 254n 
Mezuzah , 285 
Michael Vn, 115 
Michael Khoniates, 115n 
Middle Ages: 7f, 26, 56f, 38, 241; ancient 
sectarian writings circulating in, 20; K. codes in, 
281; R. calendar in, 292; Sadduceeism in, 20 
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High Middle Ages, 179n, 382; Late Middle 
Ages, 3Inf, 32 

Midrash(im): 240, 263-65, 256n, 33ln, 393*; 
combatted by Chr., 40n; of the Rabbah type, 
and Km, 435*. See Aggadah; Anthropo¬ 
morphic; Homily 

Midrashic character of Lekah Tob, 264; m. 
commentary, homilies, 256f, 262; m. imagery, 
264; m. interpretation of Scripture, 264 
Migtash, of J. guilds, 142, 144n, 145, 150,154, 336 
Migration, see Emigration; Immigrant(s); Im¬ 
migration 

Mikdash Me'at, 16 

Militant K. academy, 432; m. K. minority, 80; 
m. K. sect, 432; m. Messiah, 10; m. messianism, 
16; m. Rm, 21 

Military adventures of messianic sects, 11; m. 

situation, fluctuations in, and messianic sects, 11 
Milk, consumption of fowl with, 289 
Mills, rent for, 180 

Mitn-Mohorath hash-Shabbath, see “Morrow 
after the Sabbath” 

Minhag (custom), ancient Pal., 253 
Minority: 222, 379, 380*, 397, 399; K. status 
of, 19, 37n, 54n, 221, 287 (see also K. Minority) 
“minority complex,” K., 54, 54nf 
Minuth, 33In 

Miracles: messianic, 116n; of Moses, 238 
Mishawayh [Meswi] al-'Ukbari [al-Ba'albeki]: 
accused of: ascribing corruption to God, 411; 
conversion to Christianity, 376, 40lf, 403f*, 
414; desecration of Sabbaths and festivals, 
401; intention to lead Israel astray, 395, 
398, 401; infringing on norms of purity, 
401,413; “lying with the uncircumcised,” 396, 
401,412; permitting food of Gentiles, 401,413; 
permitting incestuous relations, 401, 413 
active a generation before Kirk., 403nf; 
active half a century after Isma‘il al-'Ukbari, 
409n; and Hayawayh [Hiwi] al-Balkhi, 408, 
409n, 4l2n; and Shi’ites, 380n; and fhanks- 
□fferings: admits offering on Passover, 401,411; 
intending to dig up Bible difficulties, 412*; 
invokes biblical stories on, 400*, 405n, 412 
Bible critic, 408, 409n, 412f; cal. teachings of: 
377-79*, 395-97*; ancient lit. antecedents of, 
379n; deprecated as "one man’s views,” 397; 
in context of medieval Bible criticism, 409n; 
restoring archaic J. calendar, 378f*; when 
transplanted to Syria, 384 

compared to Jeroboam, 395*, 401; creed of, 
surviving in l2thC, 367, 373; dared not even 
mention moming-to-morning day count in 
Bab., 379, 380n, 385 ; denounced as unbeliever, 
40lf, 41 If; described as cynic, 380n; 

Hadassi’s calm treatment of, 374*; Ibn Ezra 
using argument of, 372n; Kirk.’s unusual 
sarcasm toward, 373, 374*, 404n; large quantity 
of writings by, admitted, 397f; listed by TbM 
along with evangelists, 408, 413, 4l5n; minority 
within a minority, 380; native of 'Ukbara, 
377; on Sabbath sacrifices, 405nf, 412n; 
not hesitating to make his ideas known, 380*; 
permitting fats of non-offerable animals, 390; 
projections into life story of, 383, 383nf, 415; 
resigning himself to R. calendar, 379-81; 
Saadyah's affinity with, argued, 391*; unjustly 
ridiculed for cal. indecision, 377nf, 380n; 
while reporting on, Hadassi and TbM had 
ByM in mind, 383n, 414; wrongly assumed 
to have been born in Ba’aibek and emigrated 
to ‘Ukbara, 383n 

Mishawism, Mishawite Creed, Mishawite Sect, 
Mishawites: accused by TbM alone of whole¬ 
sale abandonment of J. customs, 413; accusing 
K. of allegory, 398; adhere to solar calendar, 
275, 377, 379, 383, 385, 393-97; admit thanks- 
offerings on Passover, 400f; allegedly debating 
validity of “do’s supersede the do-not’s," 


405n; among the four J. sects existing in 12thC, 
366-68, 373; and Book of Jubilees, 377nf, 
378, 379n, 408; and Tsunians, 274n, 38In, 
382; and Km, a historical parallel, 383, 
385-87; and Qumran sect [Dead Sea finds], 
254n. 376, 377n, 379*; and T.: in their relation 
to ‘Ananism, 368f; in theirrelation to Samaritan 
views, 369n 

arose in Muslim environment, 373; by-name 
Ba'albeki appended to traditional appellation 
of, 383, 383nf, 415; BKLP to makeK. the chief 
spokesmen of Jewry against, 416; combatted 
by K. leaders, 369; concentration of, InBa'albek 
area, and the by-name Ba'albeki, 383; 
confusion of identity with, feared by K., 
387-95; deprecated as “any blind and lame,” 
398*; despairing of Divine Morality, 407; 
diverging from K. attitude to Bible, 406-8; 
end of, 413-15; equivocal attitude of R- to, 
384f; existence of, in lOthC ‘Ukbara, 383; 
expanding westwards, from Syria, 384; exploit¬ 
ing scriptural contradictions, 407; free-thinking 
intelligentsia, 407; greatest enemies of Km, 369 
in Bab., 379f, 382f*, 385, 389, 400, 404n 
in Byz.: accused of relying on Chr. evangelists, 
408, 413, 4l5n; adhering to R. calendar no 
less than in Bab., 384, 395*, 415; all K, refe¬ 
rences to, since 13thC, merely academic, 
372, 372nf; assimilation of, 415; BKLP, a 
weapon against, 415f, 450; ByK opposition to, 
method of, 388; combatted by TbM on fat-tail, 
calendar and thanksoflering issue, 288*, 
389-91*, 394-97*, 400-13*; conspicuous 

enough in 12thC to be noted, but no longer 
dangerous to Km, 373; conversions to Christian¬ 
ity among, 414; cynical and perplexed about 
persistence in Byz. of compromises which 
were unavoidable in Bab., 414; development 
of, mechanically associated with M. beginnings 
in Bab., 415; display features unknown to 
earlier reporters, 373, 376, 383n, 385; exposed 
to same factors that shaped rise of Km in 
Byz., 385; K. struggle against, more vigorous 
than R., 275, 384f, 388; meant by Hadassi in 
his report on Mish., 383n; mock debate with, 
staged by TbM, 398*; ostracized, 384n, 386f, 
392, 414; practices of, alone, considered 
threat to Km, 376; preoccupied with idea of 
Trinity, 402, 403n, 414; reading the Gospels, 
408, 41<t; recurrent theme of ByK polemics, 
372; relations between, and ByK, gauged by 
intensity of ByK accountsof Mm, 372; scholarly 
refutation of, imperative to ByK, 394, 398; 
settle, on Cyprus, alongside K. comm., 119*, 
386f *; similarity of settlement by, and by ByK, 
affecting M-K relations in Byz., 387; simultane¬ 
ity of rise of, and of ByKm. makes confusion 
of identity easy, 388; social position and 
motivations of spokesmen of, 408; some, 
despair of Judaism, 415; some, rejoin R. 
society, 415; synonymous with desecration 
of the Sabbath, 394; though smaller than K., 
exerting dangerous influence on young ByKm, 
399; TbE perhaps referring to, 2741, 393f; 
TbM’s anti-M excursuses, though indebted 
to PaL texts, reflect ByK struggle against, 375n, 
414; trend to apostasy among, projected back 
into BaM history, 415; used. Hebrew with 
Greek glosses, 396 
in Syria, 375n, 3B2nf, 383, 414 
incorrectly interpreting the Hezeldah story 
on thanksofferings, 400n; K. insecurity vs, 
369; K. struggle against, not described by 
Elijah b. Abraham, 367; Kirk, on intellectual 
standard of, 374n, 398; met by BoT on Cyprus, 
386f*; nation presented as united against, 
397*; no indication whether celebrated festivals 
from moming-to-morning, 395n; not a simple 
folk’s creed, 398; observing Sabbath from 
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morning-to-moming [desecrating Sabbath eve], 
275, 378. 385-87, 393-97, 395n, 404, 413, 
415; on positive and prohibitory command¬ 
ments, 405n; one of 9thC anti-R and anti- 
‘Ananite movements, 368f, 372; ostracized 
in Syria and Byz., 384*, 386f, 391,414; perusing 
apocryphal literature, 408; possibly two stages 
in religious development of, 403n; practical 
adherence of, to R. calendar, 379f, 384f, 395*, 
415; R. affinity with, argued by TbM, 391*, 
395; R. association of Km with, brings danger 
of ostracism to K„ 392; some, prefer to 
stay in Bab., 383, 403nf; syncretism of, 403n; 
Syro-Byz., 385, 414; Syro-Byz. development 
in, 383-85; theoretically opposed to both R. 
and sectarian calendars, 379f; theory and 
practice in, 379f 

Mishawitc activists [avant-guard], exodus of, 
from Bab., 382. 385; M. alleged affinity with 
(and orientation on) Christianity, 378*, 392, 
396f, 404, 408, 411-15, 415n; M. attitude to 
the Bible and Bible criticism, 407, 409n, 410-13, 
412n; M. calendar and morning-to-moming 
day count [M. cal. heresy, peculiarity], 274f, 
376-80*, 381nf, 383-87*, 389, 391-97*, 400f, 
404, 406, 413-15; M. centers), transferred 
from Bab.,375n, 385;M. claim to right of indivi¬ 
dualistic exegesis, denied by K., 397; M. 
community, socio-economic pattern of, and 
the solar calendar, 384; M. consolidation 
(and isolation) on Cyprus, 386; M. danger 
[menace] to Km, 376. 379, 397-400, 409; M. 
deviation from common I. lore, stressed by 
ByK, 388; M. dietary legislation, 288n, 376f, 
3B3n, 389-91*, 395, 406; M. dissent, charac¬ 
terized by cal. nonconformism [moraing-to- 
moraing day count], 377, 385, 386nf, 413; 
M. emigration from Bab., 382f*; M. doctrines 
[teachings]: Hadassi's account of, 373, 374n; 
imputed to Km by Innuendo, 389, 391, 394; 
Klrk.’s account or, 374-76, 403, 403nf, 414; 
known only from presentation by opponents, 
369, 408, 409n; on calendation, never put to 
practice in Bab., 379, 380*, 389; rehited by 
later ByK, 372, 372nf, 389n, 435n; TbM’a 
account of, see TbM 
M. heresy, 372, 394-97, 400, 406, 413; M. 
history, 376, 382T*. 385-87*, 414f; M. identity; 
deliberately blurred in R. anti-K polemics, 
275, 388-94; stressed by TbM. 390, 394f 
M. immigration to Byz., 385-87; M. indepen¬ 
dent way in history, 406; M. inroads [en¬ 
croachments, penetration], threat of, 369, 
373, 394, 398f, 400; M. laxity in ritual, stressed 
by ByK, 388, 401, 413; M. origins in Bab., 
projection of Byz. developments into, 415; 
M. polemicists, 398; M. polemics against K., 
372; M. practices, K. accused of sbaring in, 
389, 391, 394; M. presentation of the thanks- 
offering issue, 400f», 404f, 405nf, 408, 41 If; 
M. "priests,” 376*, 391, 396; M. radicalism, 
383f, 397, 408; M. rationalism, 398f, 408; M. 
scepticism, vs K. confidence in God and the 
Bible, 407f, 410-13; M. scholars, 398; M. 
writings Diterature], 369, 396-98 
M-K controversy [debate], 119, 288n, 398, 

400, 404,40Jf*, 408; M-K divergence; as seen 
by M„ 408; as seen by TbM, 406-8, 410-13 
M-K relations: 119n, 368f; in Bab., 374f; 
in Byz., affected by similarity of K. and M. 
appearance in Empire, 387; sources for recon¬ 
struction of, 372-76*, 414 
antl-M; animosity [sentiments], caused 
by M. cal. heresy, 393f; calendar debate in 
Byz., ByK to seize initiative in, 394, 396; 
polemicists [propagandists], 378; polemics; 
in later ByK literature, 372, 372nf, 435n; of 
Ibn Ezra. 378n; of TbM, see TbM; stress 
militant character of BKLP, 416 


non-M J. of Cyprus, interfering with M. 
calendar, 386f, 386n 

pro-M slant of K. dietary laws, imputed, 392 
Mishnah, 241, 284. 344 

Mishnaic discussion ofSabbath candles, 269; m. 
refutation of Sadducees, 276; m. sages [schol¬ 
ars], 35, 217n, 269; m. shofar regulations,284•; 
m. tradition regarding Rosh hash-Shanah, 284* 
Misr, Mlsrayim, 341 

Mission, Missionaries, see K. Missionaries) 
Mlstvah, 187n 

Mnemonic considerations, and TbM’s writings, 
424f; m. formulae, 28n, 284* 

Moabites, 73 

Mo'adim (Festivals); section On, of ON, 375n; 

Tract on, see Joseph al-Basir 
“Mob,” and the intellectuals, 234-36* 
Modifications): ByK, legal, 17f, 204f, 250, 
454; of abtb clause in K. marriage contract, 
296n, 343*; R., of the calendar, 349f* 

Molad, 303 

Moiadoth, tables of, 251n 

Monetary agreement, Byz-Muslim, 97n; m. 

changes in Byz,, 179n 
Money, J., taken away by Gentiles, 331* 
Moneylending, 178f; J. in, 179n 
Mongol invasions, 66n 
Monographs, Monographic treatments, 441, 
445, 445nf 

Monolithic conception of J. sectarianism, 7f, 
205*, 367*; m. presentation of world Jewry 
by Ibn Dand, 35* 

Monopoly, Monopolies: communal, 286; govern¬ 
mental, 170*. 178f 
Monotheism, J., betrayal of, 402 
Month, solar 30-day, see Mensal Unit 
Morality, Divine, 407, 410-13 
Mordecai (biblical), 67 
Mordecai Comtino, 152n 
Mordecai b. Nisan, 133n, 239n, 449n 
"Morrow after the Sabbath,” 275-79*. 377* 
Mosaic heritage, 357; M. law [legislation], 137n, 
282, 287, 365, 413; M. origin, of R. practices 
and tradition, discussed, 355-60*; M. tradition, 
of Sabbath candles, 269 
post-Mosaic: legislative process in Jewry, 
360; portions of the Bible, 227, 232n 
Mosconi, see Yehudah Mosconi 
Moscow, 29 

Moses (biblical), 238. 242. 269, 282, 284f 
Moses (father-in-law of AbE), 136nf 
Moses Bashyachi, 83n, 133n 
Moses Bcghi, 62n, 83n 
Moses b. Leon, of Mastaura, 199n 
Moses b. Maimon [Maimonides]: 136n, 200n, 
236*, 254*, 255; deprecating ByR, 256*, 
393n, 451n 
Moses Dar‘i, 316n 
Moses Narbonl, 237n 
Moses of Cyprus, 280* 

Mosul, 15 

Mother Synagogue, 41, 293, 377, 399 (see also 
Synagogue, Rabbanite) 

"Mournerfs) of Zion" [Abele Siyyon \"Moumers 
of Jerusalem”; "Mourners of the Temple of 
God”], Order of: 166n; Abraham Kostandini, 
erstwhile member of, 428nf; Abu ‘Ali Yefeth, 
benefactor of, SOn; and 'Anan, a comparison, 
16; and author of Marpe la-Esem, 429n; 
and pre-Crusade ByKm, 202f, 257, 268, 277, 
311, 392, 455; and Till., 371; and Redemption, 
299, 310f; appeals of, for settlement in Pal., 
187n, 299*; example of piety by, 80, 185, 
221n, 315; extinction of, in Pal., 428n, 455; 
"ideal of poverty" of, 45, 45nf; idealistic 
presentations of, 45, 4Snf; idealization of 
"Teachers” by. 419n; in 12thC, diasporic 
only, 427, 428nf; messianic expectations of, 
93,94n, 437n; opposition of, to K. Patriarchate, 
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419n; Pal. status or, 427, 428f*, 449; pietistic 
ways of, absorbed by early K. settlers in Pal., 
23; R., 23, 428nf; the term, 23, 301*; TbM 
member or, 43. SO*. 41B, 4l9n, 421,427-30*,449 
Mourning: “Exilic" [national]: absence of, in 
Diaspora, deplored by DaK, 312f; an ancient 
Rabbanite practice, 23; and the Sabbath, 
268*, 393n; by 'Anan, 16f; by early ascetics, 
16; gradually synonymous with K. allegiance, 
23; pre-Crusade K. doctrine of, 455 
"private," 268 

"Mourning of Zion" lAbelulh], status or: in 11th 
and 12thC, a comparison, 427, 428r*, 433 
Muammal, see Perah b. Muammal 
Mubashshir Hallevi, 300nf 
Muhammad, B9n, 38 In, 403n 
Muhtawi, see Joseph al-Basir 
Mujtahid, 249* 

[al-lMukaddasi, 48n, 87n, 95nf, 97*. 9Bn 
Municipality, K., in Troki, 38n 
Murad, 131 

Murshld [Kltab al-], see Samuel al-Maghribi 
Musa az-Za'farani, 65n, 128, 369r (see also Ahu 
‘Imran at-Tiflisi) 

Mushkan, 8 

Musical instruments, use of, on New Year, 283 
Muslim [Islamic] calendar, see Calendar, Muslim, 
M. captives [prisoners], 48n, 68n; M. city 
or the period, greatest, 16l,162n; M. community 
ilma’ or, 222; M. conquerors of Byz. provinces, 
204n; M. corsairs, see Piracy; M. culture, 
allegiance to, 364 (see also Culture); M, 
domination, 3, 10, 12, 14, 247n 
M. environment [climate]: ByR accusations 
of K. foreignness unheard of in, 363n; ByR 
argument on the "morrow after the Sabbath" 
absent in, 278; conducive to the growth of J. 
dissident movements, 6f; data from, and the 
Byz. scene, 238; early attempts of adjusting 
K. law in, 203f; increasingly commercialized, 
IS; J. in, and BoTs data, 137; Km, product 
of, 3. 9, 23, 202f, 233f, 263f; K. in, of Egypt 
and Syria, maintaining Pal-centric calendar, 
219; K. in, sneering at R. anthropomorphism, 
240; K. recognized in, as Jews, 38; Mish. arose 
in, 373; prerequisites of J. leadership in, 14f; 
reflected by Kirk., 373; TbE pointing at ByK 
as stemming from, 363f 
M. hetorodoxy, 3*, 10, 14; M. historians, 
see Arab h.; M. impact on J. civilization, 3; 
M. influence on K. hekkesh, 17; M. inhabitants, 
exile of, 98*; M. Jihad volunteers, 91, 96; 
M. jurists [Abu Hanifa, ash-Shafi'i], 2!0n, 
364; M. kalam, 364; M. lands [countries, 
provinces, regions]: K. in, opposed to sho/ar, 
283; merchants from. 111, 117n; records of 

J. dissident movements in, not recovered, 
6; syncretism in, 403n; taxation in, 157, 183; 
ties with, preserved by immigrants to Byz., 
IlOf, 117n, 198nf, 201, 328n 

M. law [jurisprudence]: consensus In, 208*, 
218, 364; klyas in, 217, 218n, 364; roots of, 
223; Shi'lte view of Ijma' in, 222f; terms in, 
223* 

M. legal principles, 208n, 364; M. literature, 

K. dialectics borrowed from, 17, 209, 364; 
M. lunar year, 364; M. merchants, 121n; 
M. naval forces, 110; M. past, K. memories of, 
364; M. piracy, see Piracy; M. polemics, 39nf; 
M. Ramadhan, 270; M. retaliations againstChr., 
91; M. rulers [authorities]: and Judaism, 3; 
favored adherents of lunar calendar, 164f, 
294n; glorified by DaK, 165; .recognized K. 
as J., 38 

M. shores, 108; M. slant, of Abraham Maimu- 
ni's pietistic reforms, 254f; M. society, and J. 
sectarianism, 3, 10; M. territory, incorporated 
into Byz., lOOf; M. testimonies on 'Isunians, 
214, 215n; M. travelers, 325; M. type of 


midtahld, 249; M. world, 13, 41. IS4 
Muslim-recognized: BaR Exilarchate and 
PaK Patriarchate, 23; House of David, 
15 

Muslim [-ruled]: Bab., 415; Egypt, 364, 
455; Pal. 164, 364 

Muslim-tinged belief of messianic sectaries, 11 
Muslims: assisted by J. against Crusaders, 454; 
Cyprus in hands of, 120n; fleeing from Byz. 
armies, 96; K. accused of accepting lunar 
observation from, 279, 294*, 364; migrating 
into Asia Minor, 104, 111; participating in 
Constantinople riots, 139n 
non-Muslims, tax on, in Caliphate, 184 
Myth, “the Yeshu'ah," 244* 


Nagid, 38n 

Nahawendi, see Benjamin an-Nahawend! 
Nakllun, 230n 

lan-]Nakl, 223n, 225f, 227n, 229n-31n; an-Nakl 
as-Sahlk, 229nf 

Name of Cypriot heretics, not given by BoT, 
386n 

place-name(s): transliterated, 127; Turkish, 
U3n 

Names and Family Names [Surnames]: Greek, 
I37n, 151*, 198-200*; of communal leaders, 
199n; of scholars, 199-200*; Tataric, 58f; 
Turkicized, 59, 200* 

Naphta, 129n 
Nappaha, 351n 

Nasi: K., see K. Nasi, K. Patriarchate; R., 
42*. 288n, 298* 

Nasir-i-Khusrau, 99n, 187n 
Nathan b. Abraham, 42f*, 44, SOn, 99n 
Nation [the J.]: 18. 232n, 242, 311. 356f; kept 
together by uniform calendar, 270, 307*, 
349f, 349n-51n; united against Mm, 397. 
See also Israel; J. People 
National experience, on Sinai, 5; n. ideology, 
36, 454; n. philosophy, of ‘Anan, abandoned, 
19; n. solidarity, K-R, 36n, 36f; n_ suicide, 
feared, if scriptural contradictions admitted, 
411; n. unrest, in Persia, 10 
Nationalism, 16f, 22-24, 392 

Nationalist leanings, absent in Kirk., 220 
nationalist-minded, JeKCentcr, 16, 22, 309 
Nations [Gentile], 71, 313, 331* 397 
Natronai Gaon, 21, 33n, 41n 
Nea M.ond Monastery, 158n 
Nebuchadnezzar, 73 
Negeb, 41 

Nehamah (liturgical poem), 339n 
Nesiuth, K., see K. Nasi ; K. Patriarchate 
Nestor, Chronicle of, 74 
New Moon, eye-witnessing of, see Lunar obser¬ 
vation 

New Rome, 105 

New Testament, 413 (see also Gospels) 

New Year, K. [vernal]: as fixed in Bab., 303f; 
determinant of, different in nature and history 
from lunar observation, 344; determined: 
by Bab. crop, 305f, 306n; by Pal. crop, 186, 
270, 292f, 300n, 321, 341 (see Abib); by R. 
computation [cycle], 307f, 342n 
difficulties in fixing of, 322*; K. celebration 
of, in divergence from R. calendar, causing 
feud. 329 

New Year, R. [Rosh hash-Skanah], 281, 283f*, 
346f, 347n, 395n 
Nicaea, 109, 114f, 115n, 117 
Nicephor I, 179 

Nicephor Phocas: agrarian conditions under, 
90n; and Liudprand, 363n; campaigns of, 
31n, 88*. 95-97*, 171, 382n, 385; crusading 
spirit of, 9Inf, 92 

Nicomedia, Nicomedian: 105, 109, 120, 127, 
130f; and AbE, 132*, 134f*; J. in, see J. in; 
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K. in, see K, in 

Nicomedia-Amaseia road, 120f, 121n 
“Nicomedio” [“the Nicomedian’ > ], AbE, 134 
Nicosia, 119n 
Nihilism, 407, 411 
Niketas, bishop of Khonai, 115* 

Niketas Khoniates, chronicler, 145n 
Nison (month): and the order of festivals, 281, 
340n; in BenN’s cal. doctrine, 274*; K. abib 
emissaries retumingearly in, 342; K. Pentateuch 
reading beginning in, 251n, 447n; K-R dis¬ 
crepances over, 272*, 326f*, 329, 333n, 334, 
340nf, 347*; proclamation of, 293, 303f, 306n; 
thanksofferings on, 400 
Nissi b. Noah, 241* 

No Amon, 341 

Noah (biblical), 173, 270 

Nomisma(ta), 330n 

Nonconformism, Nonconformity: calendary, of 
M., 377, 389; of Pal., with Bab. custom, 13; 
religious: and the social historian, 8f; reflecting 
social opposition, 5 

Nonconformist sectarianism, two classes of, 
in 9thC, 368f 

Nonconformist(s), 20, 402, 416 
Normative cause, K. encroachment on, 261; 
n. exegesis, and Mish., on Sabbath 
sacrifices, 412n; n. Halakhah, see 
Halakhah; n. institutions [administration, 
leadership], 18, 21, 399 (see also J. Central 
Authorities); n. Judaism, see Judaism; n, 
legislation: Mosaic origin of practices sponsored 
by, 359; peripheries of Diaspora only slightly 
affected by, 209 (see also R. 1.) 

n, majority, see Majority, R.; n. practice, 
'Anan’s divergence from, 17 (see also Practices); 
n. tradition, 356, 386nf (see also Tradition) 
non-normative: calendation, discredited, 273; 
cause, given successful leadership with rise 
of ‘Anan, 14; creativity, and K. literature, 7; 
encroachment on ByRm, 276; groups in Byz. 
Jewry, K. relations with, 355, 366-415*; J. 
camp under Islam, deviationist movements in, 
368f; literature [writings], absence of, except 
K., 6f; practices [observances], 13, 26, 210, 
275, 407n (see Practices); premises of Km, 
shared by T., 368; terminology, in Byz. 
abjuration formula 26, 281 
See also K.; M.j Sectarian; T. 

North Africa, 108 

Notes [Class-], by students of JeKAcademy, 
417f, 424-27, 430, 434f, 441 
Novices, K. decried as, 355, 361f, 362n 


‘Obadyah of Bertinoro, 154n, 162n, 342n 

‘Obadyah the Proselyte, lOOn 

[ha-YObed: epithet of TbM, 419n, 428*, 449; 

relation of, to title Abel, 428n 
Obedience, legal, to J. Central Authorities in 
Bab., 5 

Observances, see Practices 
Observations, K., Calendary, of agricultural 
phenomena, 299, 306f, 322—24. See also Lunar 
Observation 

Occupations: of ByK, 169-78*, 180f*; "tradi¬ 
tionally J.,” 177 

Offering(s): burnt-offering, 361, 405nf, 412n; 
meal-offerings, 260n, 361n; peace offerings, 
361; thanksofferings, 384n, 400-13*; trespass 
offerings, 361. See also Sacrifices 
Oikonomos , 423n 

“Old country,” llOf, 118, 201, 319, 328n 
Old Testament, 408, 413 (see also Bible; Penta¬ 
teuch) 

Olives, Mt., 41 

‘Omer : ml*, 435n; al-Basir’s Tract on, 417n 
*Oneg Shabbath, 268 


'Onesh (penalty; tax), 330* 

Opportunism, imputed to K., 279, 294 
Opposition: to Bab. normative pressure, 13; 
to ByK Sabbath reform, 251; to K. Patriar¬ 
chate, intra-K, 419n; to Oral Law [Talmud], 
5f, 246; to R. tradition, sincerity of, 357 
Oral Law; 5, 282, 282nf, 285; K., 407n 
Oral Transmission [Tradition]: 4, 224, 238*, 
285, 356-60*; ha'alakah as, 227 
Order of festivals, 281, 333n, 340n 
Order of prayers, 16, 208f, 251n, 269, 285, 326 
Organization of ByK comm.: 51-56*, 335; and 
the BKLP, 416, 449-52 

Organizational device, and ‘Anan's program of 
self-segregation, 16 

Oriental K., visit of, in Constantinople, 128f* 
Orientation: change of, after destruction of 
JeKCenter, 250; "Christian,” imputed in 
polemics, 378*, 392, 396f, 401-4, 408, 411-15. 
See also Reorientation 
Osar Nehmad, see TbM 

Ostracism, 384*, 386f, 392*, 414 (see also Excom¬ 
munication) 

Otto 1, 363n 

Ottoman [Turks]: Empire, Sultanate, Sultans, 
106, 113n, 151; J. under, 123n, 131, 137n, 
151, 152n, 279: Turkicized K. names under, 
59, 200* 

Overintellectualization, of J. sectarianism, 19, 
229n 

Owners, Ownership, of real estate, 45n, 178-80 
Oxford, 29nf 


Pagans, in Nicaea, 115n 

Paitanic writings, 190 (see also Piyyutim) 

Palaeologoi, 177n 

Pale of Settlement, 40 

Paleography, 332 

Palestine: accusations of M. “Chr. orientation” 
perhaps go back to, 378n; almost all K. of 
9thC lived outside of, 314; ancient customs 
preserved in, 16; ancient memories of, raise 
‘omer issue in Byz., 277f; and ‘Anan, 305f*; 
and Bab. united under one system since Arab 
conquests, 10; and K. calendar, 186, 269-71, 
292f, 295-97*, 299*, 300n, 301-17*, 322-26*, 
329*, 333*, 337*, 339-44*, 454; and R. 
calendar, 270, 306f, 315-17; and status of 
“Mourner,” 427, 428f*; annual excommunica¬ 
tion of Km in, 41, 41nf; answered call for 
re-evaluation of ‘Ananism, 314; as leading 
Jewry in Roman Empire, recollections of, 320; 
attitude to: of BaK and ByK, a comparison, 
305, 317-22; of ByK and ByR, 319f 
BoT's visit to, 113, 155*, 428nf; center of 
lltbC K. creativity in, 364; champion of 
regional determination, 21; Chr. of, affected 
by cal. controversy, 280n; communal corres¬ 
pondence with, in Hebrew, 19ln; communica¬ 
tion of ByK with, 184-89, 202, 277, 318f, 
323-26*, 329*, 333, 337, 339, 442; communica¬ 
tion [traffic] with, 189, 318f, 323, 325, 333, 
337, 442; DaK transferring intra-K struggle 
to, 368; disintegration of K. ties with, as 
result of Crusades, 343n; documents from, 
show cross-party quality of communal feuds, 
42-44; earliest ByK literature created in, 
189, 430f; early attempts in, to adjust K. law, 
205-8; effected consolidation of Km, 314; 
emigration [exodus] from Diaspora to: 22, 
313, 315, 317, 381f, 382n; K. appeals for, 
22f, 187, I87nf, 299* 
expansion of Km outside of, wrongly ascrib¬ 
ed to K. propaganda, 79-83, 425; fearing 
Chr. Victory over Islam in, 165; full J. living 
outside of, sought by ‘ Anan , 305; future of 
Km lay in, 314; Golden Age of Km in, see 
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K. in Pal; Hebrew tr. of Saadyah circulating 
in, 225*; high standing of sectaries in, 382; 
independent tradition of, 13; J. fleeing to, 
during Byz. campaigns, 100*; J. gathered in 
Abydos on way to, 116n; J. immigration 
to Byz. from, in time of Basil I and 
Lecapenus, impossible, 85; J. in, see J. in, and 
R. of; K. emissaries from Egypt and Syria sent 
to, 34lf; K. immigration and settlement in, see 
K. in Pal.; K. literature transferred from, to 
Byz., 201; K. pseudo-messiah in, 454; K. 
rites connected with, changed after Crusades, 
454; K. term kabbalah of LbY's Code not 
originating in, 228n; K-R conflicts in, 287*, 
289; K-R relations in, affect ByK history, 
44; K. in, see K. in 

LbY’s Code composed in, 227n; liberal 
K. sha'atnez laws possibly from, 176; 
Love of, 23, 45; marriage contracts 

from, 295f*, 299; memories of SpK 

ties with, in llthC, 346*; Muslim [-ruled], 
164, 364; no BaK students sent to 

study in, 318; Pal-centricism without, 
of later ByKm, 456; “People of,” 
304, 316; pilgrims to, 186f, 277, 301n, 325, 
337, 341*, 428n; R. visitors to, convert to 
Km , 301n; R. in, see R. in; regional R. leader¬ 
ship never really dependent on, 455; rule of 
Tulunids in, and Km, 23, 83f, 382n; SbM 
denied access to J. comm, outside of, 363n; 
spread of K. ways in, claimed by SbM, 66n, 
252f, 271, 323; symptoms of K. re-evaluation 
of Talmud in, 244; teaching from, has little 
effect on ByRm, 20In; TbM’s leadership of 
ByK after, return from, 44, 52f, 427; TbM’s 
study in, see TbM; TbM’s visit to Egypt after 
return from, 52; traditional J. center of leader¬ 
ship, 10; true Judaism identified by Pal-centrics 
with, 309; Tzimiskes* campaign in, 93n; use 
of ha'aiakah in, 225f; YbY educated in, 244 

“Palestine-vs-Babylonia” contest [struggle], 13f, 
24, 301-22*, 382 

K. Palestine vs R. Babylonia, 21-23 

”Palestine-vs-Diaspora” contest [struggle], 308, 
31 If, 316f, 320 

Palestinian abib, see Abib; P. advice, sought by 
ByK in calendation, 318, 324-26; P. affairs: 
in Genizah finds, 45n; TbM active in, 50 

P. Arabic K. texts [writings, literature], 
underlying ByK works, 30, 176, 184, 190, 
258, 375n, 417, 426f, 443-48, 452; P. asceticism, 
315; P. cause, and Km, 23f; P. center: of 
Jewry, K. appeal for restoration of, 21; of 
Km, see K. in Jerusalem—JeKCcnter 

P. characteristic of abib, not cancelled com¬ 
pletely by ‘Anan, 306*; P. counter-institutional- 
ism of K., challenged by Saadyah, 300; P. 
custom [ mlnhag , traditions], 13, 16, 253, 255, 
318; P. fields, observation of crops in, possible 
through return to Zion, 299; P. flora, the 
“four species” of, 284; P. gaon, geonim, 84, 
288n, 298, 302, 382n; P. Golden Age of Km, 
see K. in Palestine; P. haberim [bene haburah], 
307; P. Halakhah, 253, 255; P. Hebrew K. 
originals, 190; P. hegemony [preference, 
supremacy], 21, 306-8, 315 , 339; P. identity, 
stressed by SbM, 363n; P. interpretation, 
pronouncements of K. Founding Fathers 
channelled through, 210; P. J. [Jewry], see J. 
in Palestine; P. K. [Km], see K. in Palestine; 
P, leadership, future of Km lay in countries 
under, 314; P. lore, ancient, and EgR revival, 
255; P. messianic enthusiasm regarding Kha- 
zaria, 79; P. missionaries, 80; P. .origin: of 
BKLP, 430f; of K. discussion of Jubilee in 
contiguity with festivals, 282 

P. period in Km, ushered in by DaK, 8; 
P. pietistic practices, advocated by DaK, 313; 
P. prerogatives, stressed, 13, 302, 306, 321; 


P. R. [Rm], see R. of Palestine; P. reports on 
crops: conflicts between, and R. computation 
cause K-R feuds, 327-35; made prerequisite 
by ’Anan for BaK cal. decision, 306* 

P. ritual of Scripture reading, 447n; P. 
romantic presentations of K. history, 315; 
P. roots, ByK detached from, by Crusades, 
243; P. Sage, ancient, and the tomb in Nappaha, 
351n; P. scholarship, TbM’s anti-M excur¬ 
suses indebted to, 375n; P. self-determination, 
13, 21; P. stronghold of Km, 79; P. zealots, 
320. See also Anti-Palestinian 
Palestinian-led countries, and sectarianism, 
381 

Palestinian-sponsored [-inspired] practices, 
306, 320f 

non-Palestinian, Kirk, a—, 207n, 282n 
pro-Palestinian sentiments, 23 (see also 
Palestino-centric) 

Palestinians, 316* 

Palestino-Byzantine: K. correspondence, 324-26; 
K, feud, never materialized, 320; K. relations, 
214, 305, 317-22 (.see Pal., communication 
of ByK with) 

Palestino-centric [Palestine-oriented]: obib-seekers, 
in feud with Diaspora-minded party, 304nf; 
calendation [mode of intercalation], and 
deviation from, 186*, 300*, 303, 305-9, 311, 
315-17, 319, 343-46; generations of ByK, 
292n; interpretation: of cal. legacy of Bab. 
Exile, 321, 344n; of scriptural passages, 321n 
majority in Km, and the cal. discrepancy 
of 1032, 317n; militant messianism, disil¬ 
lusionment with, 16; trend, and sending 
students to Jerusalem, 318; zealots, and pos¬ 
session of land in Diaspora, 181 
Palestino-centricism [Palestino-centric ideology, 
doctrine, orientation, attitude]: and regional 
solidarity, 316; appeal of, and K. danger, 
22-24; central theme of K. propaganda since 
9thC, 301; checked separatist tendencies 
in Km, 314, 399 

K.: and ’Anan, 16f, 22, 305n; and BaK, 
303-20*; and ByK, 318-22, 399; new, of 
Later Golden Age, 319-22; of DaK [of late 
9thC], 16, 22f, 217, 220, 299*, 300n, 313-15, 
368; of post-Crusade ByKm, 454, 456; sectarian 
extension of Pal-vs-Bab contest, 301 

R.t combatted by Saadyah, 22, 300; comes 
to terms with sectarianism, 382 
Saadyah opposed to any, 300* 

Pallugta, rebel of, 8 

Pamphylia, Pamphylian, 106, 107n, 108, 110 
Paphlagonia, 127 

Parallelism: of J. and Muslim heterodoxies, 3*. 
10; of Km and Chr. heresies, 40n; of K. and 
R. scriptural readings in Byz., 251n, 447n; 
of M. and K. histories, 382f, 385-87 
“Partition” [ Mehissah ], between K. and R, in 
Pera, 146f, 335f, 336n, 351 
Partnership: (business), of J. with Gentiles, 180*; 

(religio-national) of Km with J. people, 18, 392 
[hap-]Porush, 429n 
Paschal Lamb, 281 

Passover: and Easter, 280n, 338f; and ‘ omer , 
277; and prohibition [removal] of leaven, 
272f, 400, 410, 412; and Seven Weeks count, 
276, 377*; and thanksofferings, 400f, 405n, 
410-12; and Yom Kippur, 377*; discrepancy 
between, and Easter, to cause proclamation 
of K. leap-year, 338f, 338n; distinguished 
from Feast of Unleavened Bread, 281 
in: Book of Jubilees, 379n; Byz. abjuration 
formula, 281; M. calendar, 377*, 379n, 409n; 
R. list of Bible difficulties, 409n 
incident, 271—73*; included in Fast ofDaniel, 
268n; Justinian’s prohibition of, 338f, 339n; 
K-R discrepancy over, 327, 329, 333n, 334; must 
not rotate through all the months, 270, 27In; 
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observed twice by some ByR, 272f; of Joshua. 
278n; of SyK and EgK, 342; postponed, on 
delay of abib, 327; replacing Purim on early 
ripening of abib, 326*; special care for, in 
Byz., 272. 338 

Patriarchate, Patriarchal seat, 13. See also K. 

Nasi; K. Patriarchate; R. Nasi 
Paul, St., 408, 413, 413n 
Pax Byzontino, 166 

Peace; in ‘Abbasid era, Ilf, 17; in Byz., 164 
Peace-offerings, 361 

Peddlers’ Bag [Kuppath ha-Rokhelim], 245n, 
420, 440f • 

Penance, 16 

Peninnah (biblical), 290n 
Pentateuch [Five Books of Moses]: and TbM*s 
Commentary, 43 If, 436n, 437f; commentaries 
of YbY on, 49n; differences in exposition of, 
and practical legislation, 217; K. hermeneu¬ 
tics not limited to, 17, 209; Lekah Tob on, see 
TbE: R. hermeneutics limited to, 209; reading 
in synagogue, 23 In, 447*; Saadyah’s lafslr 
on, 226n; Saadyanic tr. of, into Arabic, 423. 
See also Bible; Torah 

Pentateuchal reading cycle, 23 In, 447n; p. story 
of thanksofferings, 400; p. texts, abrogation 
of, 413 

Pentecost, Greek Orthodox, 279 (see also Festival 
of Weeks) 

P«ra: 121, 146, lSlf, 136, 18ln, 370; J. in. see 

J. in Constantinople; J. quarter at, 143f, 130, 
134, 172, 336, 433; K. in, see K. in 

"partition” in, 146f, 33Sf, 336n, 331; popula¬ 
tion figures of, 146, 134, 161, 163, 336; silk 
garment industry in, 141n, 142, 145f, 149f 
Ptra-Adrianoplc line, 132; Pira-CaJSa line, 
132n 

Perah b. Muammal, 44*, 30n, 245n 
Periodization, of K. history, 302* 

Peripheries [Margins, Fringe areas] of Diaspora; 
and J- Centra] Authorities, 3-3, 10, 12, 43; 
and development of J. sectarianism, 10, 14, 
208n, 209; customs [observances, practices] 
of, 3, 16,208n, 230f; sectarian consensus in, 221 
Persecution; and the growth of Jewry under the 
Turks, 132n; echoes of, in Pal., 163, 166n; 
of Christians, 104n, 167*; of Jews; by al- 
Hakim, 104n, 167*; in Byz., 68*. 83*. 86, 
160, 164f, 168 

of K., by R., 33f*, 392n; of Shi'ites, 380n 
Persia, Persian: 9f, 97, 187; and J. sectarianism, 
10, 214, 303, 308. 314, 319 
Persians, 67, 106, 163 

Persona] appeal, element of, in messianic move¬ 
ments, 11; p. contacts: of K. with Pal., 186f, 
318; of TbE with K., 33f 
p. motives, of‘Anan, 13; p. responsibility, 

K. on, Sin, 216, 249 

Persuasion, see Denominational Allegiance; 

K. Allegiance; Sectarian Persuasion 
Pesah, 281 ( see Passover) 

Pesah Ummoth, 280n, 339 

Petahyah of Regensburg, 61*. 63, 131, 161n 

Peter the Hermit, 91n 

Peutinger Table, 121n, 127n 

Philology, 368n, 398 

Philosophers), K., 8, 207, 218, 420 (.see also 
under names of individual philosophers) 
Philosophical scepticism, 399; p. terminology, 
192, 194; p. writings [literature]: Greek, 
194n; K-, 24, 80n, 190*. 193, 207n, 444f* 
Philosophy: and ByK translators, 443; and 
Kirk., 207n; and TbM, 50; Arabic-written 
works of, forgotten, 432; Greek, and the K., 
194*; K., 24, 364, 366; K. opposition to, 
207n; K. study of, 183, 207n; language of, 
192; of history, K., 36n; of law [legislative 
p.], 339*, 361; rationalistic, vs Midrash, 265 
Phylacteries, 282f, 283 


Phrygia, Phrygia Salutaris, Phrygian, 114, 113* 
Pietism, Pietist(ic), 14, 23,253-55*, 257, 260, 313f 
Pietists: 45*. 257, 268*, 309f, 317, 323; and the 
title “Mourner,” 427, 428nf; vs sceptics, 407f 
Piety: 185, 256, 338, 388, 421; and Sabbath 
pleasures, 268; of K. “Mourners,” 22In, 
315; the way of the few in the Diaspora, 310* 
Pilgrimage, Pilgrims: to Mecca, interfered with 
by Cannathians, 88, 89n; to Pal. [Holy Land]: 
80, 186f, 277, 337, 341*, 42Sn; and conversions 
to Km, 301n; and traffic difficulties, 325 
Piracy, Pirates [corsairs], Muslim, 46-48*, 88, 
110, 120, 170, 201 
Pirke de-Rabbi Eliezer, 349 
Pirkoi b. Baboi, 13, 21, 33n, 8 In, 306 
Pilhoml (K. nickname for Saadyah), 3l6n 
Pithron Shenem ‘Asar, see Daniel al-Kumist 
Piyyui(im), K.: absence of, claimed by Ibn Daud, 
359n; of Hadassi, 240n; of TbM, 5Snf, 332f, 
352n, 418nf; of YbA, 187n, 190n. See also 
Liturgical poetry; Paitanic writings 
Pluralism, inherent in “consensus,” 219f* 
Plurality, of messianic sects, explained, 9-11 
Poki (K. surname), 58 

Poland: government of [Polish Crown, princes], 
and K., 38*, 40; K. in, see K. in 
Polemics: intra-J, interdenominational: biblical 
verses invoked in standard vocabulary of, 
398n; exegetical, during scriptural readings 
in synagogue, 447n; no novelty in Middle 
Ages, 387; standard allegations in, 413; system 
of innuendo in, see Innuendo; TbM’s anti-M 
attacks unparalleled in, 387, 402; use to deride 
ignorance and low standing of opponents, 16 
K-R: IS; accounts of K. schism invoked 
in, 294f*; apart from academic, also social 
rift, 41; apart from lit., also punitive action, 
3S0f; did not interrupt mutual borrowing, 
332n; in Islamic environment, lack the ByR 
argument on "morrow after the Sabbath,” 
278; mainly on religious, not communal 
ground, when Km a small minority, 287; 
mistrust of alien agitators in early, 363n; 
most cal. feuds limited to, 351; over Sabbath 
candles, 267. See also K. p.; M. p.; R. p. 
Polis, 138 

Political allusions, read into the Bible: 206, 455; 
anti-Muslim, 76-78, 88nf, 94f*. 165f*; to 
Byz. conquests, 30nf, 93-95*, 166; to Canna¬ 
thians, 78, 88nf; to J. taxation, 183, 183nf, 
330f*; to Khazars, 67-69, 71-76; to life in 
Galuth, 310-13*; to punishment of K. in 
Exile, 247, 247nf; to R. persecution of K., 56n, 
331, 331nf; to Roman domination, 246, 246nf 
p. expedience, 40, 69, 279, 294; p. history, 
K., 35, 36*. 41, 44, 56f; p. identification of 
Km with Rm, 44; p, power [strength] of EgK, 
364, 455; p. station [high position] of EgK, 
42n, 45* 

Polovtzi, 73 

Pontic area, 122, 127f; P. Jewry, 122f, 127f; P. 
Km (K. comm.), 122f, 125-27; P. plain, 
107n; P. tier, 120-28 
Pontus. 130* 

Pools (pooling resources), by merchants, 170* 
Populations): BaR, K. lumped together with, 
by DaK, 311; Byz., heterogeneous, 27; Byz. 
Chr., contacts of with Jewry, 283; ByR, 
observances of, tinged with K. coloring, 252, 
253f; estimates, general: for Byz,, Egypt and 
Syria, 160; for Constantinople, 161* 

figures, by BoT, see BoT; Gentile, make no 
distinction between K. and R., 38, 44 
J.: BoT’s figures for, in Constantinople 
and Thessalonica, denote guild-membership, 

150, 134; Byz., estimate of, 158-60*; decline of, 
in Thessalonica, under Venetians, 330;dissident, 
thinned out, 219; Egyptian, estimate of, 160; 
fate of, in annexed territories, unrecorded, 98; 
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figures, for Fustat and Damascus, 161F; incor¬ 
porated into Byz. Themes, 100; lower strata of, 
and Km, 44, 257; male, met by BoT in syna¬ 
gogue, 156; native, ByKm did not rise from, 
362; prestige of, enhanced by Exilarchate, IS; 
residing in cities, 182; Syrian, estimate of, 
160; underprivileged segments of, and sect¬ 
arian messianism, 9f; urban: enjoyed high 
standard of living under ‘Abbasid civilization, 
315; joined sectarianism with rise of ‘Anan, 18 
K,: data, 35*, 161-63*; in Bab., and Pal- 
centricism, 314; in Syria and Egypt, celebrating 
Passover on return of abib envoys, 342; increase 
of, in Byz., augments acquisition of urban 
property, 179; numbers, absence of, in R. 
literature till 12thC, 32; Pal., majority of, 
concentrated in Jerusalem and Ramlah, 453; 
ratio of, vs R., 35*, 351; studies, importance 
of, 162n; urban, cal. difficulties of, 322 
movement(s) [flux]: Anatolian Pe nins u l a, 
scene of, 156, 159; K. and other groups settle 
in Byz. as part of general, 104, 111, 366; 
within the Empire, discouraged, 138, 186; 
see also Emigration; Immigration 
native, K. and R. united in their relations 
with, 36; of Byz. and Near East, concerned 
with cal. matters, 280; R.: BoT first to list K. 
alongside of, 34; Khazar descendants inter¬ 
marry with, 74 

socio-economic ties with surrounding, and 
M. assimilation, 415; trend, on downgrade 
course in l2thC Byz., 161 
Popular vitality, of sectarian appeal, and K. 
intellectual ism, 19 

PostponemenUs), K., of festivals, 293, 327, 339 
Postponement(s), R., of Rosh-Hodesh and 
festivals [dehlyyotk] : 348-50*; followed by 
M., 384, 395 

Poverty, ideal of, 45, 45nf 
Practice(s) [observances, usages, ways], religious: 
biblical support for prevalent, presupposed 
by TbM, 233f, 239; community of, with M., 
argued against R., 395; daily: ByK indebted 
to R. in, 242; conformity on, more important 
than matters of belief, 380n 
details of, alone: claimed subject of intra-R 
differences, 269, 358; constituting difference 
between Km and Tm, 368, 37Of, 371n 
divergences of, K-R: discussed in context 
of Leviticus, 432; inspired mutual borrowing 
and bred hostility, 354; scored by TbE, 262, 
265; stressed by ELA, 246, 262 
express sectarian separatism, 185; full 
jurisdiction to ByK over own, 335 
K.: alleged R. adoption of, in Pal., 66n, 
252f, 323; and ablutions of EgR women, 254; 
and R. pietistic ways of worship, 254f, 255n; 
deprecated by TbE, when expounding biblical 
passage, 262; heterogeneous make-up of, 
220; in the preliterary stage of ByKm, 185; 
of abib, not wholly abandoned in Byz. in l2thC, 
337; pietistic, popular among ByR, 257; R. 
influehce on, matched by K. influence on R-, 
252; reform of, after destruction of JeKCenter, 
250, 454; religio-legal premises of. not to be 
affected by adjustment, 321; safeguarded by 
K. autonomy, 55, 335 

M.. 373*, 376, 383n, 388f, 394; modifica¬ 
tions of, required changes in law, 205; neglect 
of. and theological betrayal of Judaism, im¬ 
puted to Mish.,40lf,407; new [novel]: absorbed 
from R. by ByK, 204; scriptural authority 
demanded for, 233 

non-normative [sectarian]: all kinds of, 
pinned on ByK, 275; existing, read into the 
Bible by K„ 17, 210, 407n 
of following R. cal. computation, by BaK, 
308, 317; of MoZ, esp. respected by ByR, 
257; "original,’’ return to, 16; Pal, [Pal- 


sponsored], 306, 313, 320f; problems ol 
solved by resettlement in Pal., 310 
R. [R-inspired, normative]: and living ii 
the Diaspora, 312; confidence in, to be restored 
356; frowned on by K., and avoided by ByB 
pietists, 257; hailed as tradition transmitter 
by Prophets, 356-58; indiscriminate absorptior 
of, danger to Km, 247; K. influence on, in Byz. 
252, 255f; legal, influenced in Byz. by K. lav 
of inheritance, 255f; Mosaic origin of, debated 
356-59*; of imposing Yom Kippur fast or 
children, 281 *; of “mourning,” 23; of Sabbath 
candles, opposed by ByK till 15thC, 265; 
pietiscic, of Abraham Maim uni, and Km, 
254f; prevalence of, in Mm, denounced, 395; 
some accepted, some rejected by K., 232 
rationally inexplicable, disturbing philoso¬ 
phers. 218; regional [sectional, local], 220, 
230f; traditional, listed and defended by TbE, 
283, 285, 287*. See also Custom(s); Theory 
and Practice 

Prayer, Order of: 208f. 25In, 269, 285, 326; 

according to ‘Anan, 16 
Prayerbook, see K. Prayerbook 
Pre-Heraclian times, J. in, ll4n, 131*, 137n 
Preacher(s), 178, 256n, 263 
Precalculated calendation, see Calculation: Ca¬ 
lendar, R. 

Precedent(s): biblical, 400*, 405n (see Historical 
precedents); Saadyan, in blurring M. and K. 
identity, 389-91 * 

Precepts, 209, 318. See Commandments; K. 
Books of Precepts 

Precious Stones: Arabic terms for, 290n; Sefer 
ha-'Osher on, 290n 
"Precursors” of Km, 7f 
Prefect, see Book of the Prefect 
Press, printing: and the K., 6; K., in Oozlow, 
59n, 71, 172n, I9ln 

Prestige, of J., enhanced by Exilarchate, 15 
Price(s): of captives, 48, 48nf; supervision of, 286 
Priestly aristocracy, 16; P. Lore [Leviticus], 
419, 431-38*; P. tradition, 227 
Priests, 16, 227, 260n, 313 
"Priests” [kemarim] (derogatory), 376*, 391, 396 
Principles: legal, see Legal p.; of faith, see Articles 
of Faith; of jurisprudence, see K. roots of 
jurisprudence 
Printing press, see Press 
Privileges, K., in Troki and Halicz, 38n 
Procopius of Caesarea, 339n 
Profession(s) of faith, 281n (see Abjuration 
formula) 

Professions, see Occupations 
Project, see K. in Byz.—BKLP 
Projection, 216, 383*, 384n, 415 
Propaganda: Carmathian, 91; Fatimid, 91; K., 
see K. mission, K. p.; R., and the Khazars, 67 
p. pamphlet, of Ibn Daud, 356; p. value, 
of religious conquests, 66 
Property, ownership of, 179f* 

Prophecy, Prophecies, interpreted as allusion 
to contemporaneous events, 10, 455 (see 

Political Allusions) 

Prophecy [Prophetic calling, gift], claim to, 214, 
214nf, 38 In 

Prophet [Muhammad], 22 
Prophetic confirmation of Km, sought, 439; 
p. readings in synagogue, 447n; p, tradition, 
220n, 227; p, writings, vs R. traditions, 357 
Prophets [of Israel]: 290, 313, 402*, 411, 413; 
and ho'atakah, 227. 229nf; and the Sanctifica¬ 
tion of the New Moon, 348; language 
of, 265; predicted drama of history, 10; 
role of, as transmitters of R. traditions 
since Temple times, debated, 356-58, 358n, 361 
Propontis, 109, 130 

Prosperity, economic: in Caliphate, 5, 10, Ilf, 
17, 45; of Byz., 164 
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Prostata!, see Exarchol 
Prostrations, 16, 264 

Protest, 3-6, 12, 18, 44f ( see also Dissent, Revolt) 
Provincials, Byz., 138* 

Psalms, as prayers, 16, 63 
Psellos, 195* 

Pseudo-historical reconstructions of Km, 28f, 
216, 346n 

Pseudo-Messiah, K., lOOn, 464 
Publication plan, see K. in Byz.—BKLP 
Punishment [God's], 369n, 407, 410f, 412n, 413 
Punitive action, R., against K. defiance, 350f 
Purim Festival, 326*, 340n 
Pylae, 112*. 117 

QarakOy, 144* 

QaraykOy, 144 

Questions-and-Answers, lit. form of, 441 f, 446n 
Qumran Sect [Dead Sea Sectaries, Judaean 
Desert Sectaries]: 4n, 377n, 379*, 405nf; 
writings of, 20, 254n, 379n. See also Dead 
Sea Scrolls; Zadokite Literature 


Rabbah [Midrash], 436* 

Rabbanlm, 311, 338n 

Rabbanite [Rabbinic]: Ibn Daud presenting all 
Byz. Jewry as—, 36; K. diasporic worship 
doomed to turn—, 310; Saadyah credited 
with turning J. destiny —, 8 
R. abolition of lunar observation, and J. 
unity, 349f, 350nf; R. accounts of K. schism, 
15, 33n, 294f *, 364; R. Adar, 327n, 334; R. 
apocalypse, allusions to Carmathians in, 
89n; R. arguments: in defense of Sabbath 
candles, 265-69*, 355n, 358; on “morrow 
after the Sabbath,” 276 
R. aristocracy, early sectarian protest 
against, 45; R. Articles of Faith, 200n; R. 
association of Km with Mm, 275, 388-95, 
400; R. attack(s) on Km, 294, 351f, 355f, 
365n, 432f; R. authorities: (general), see R. 
scholars; in Bab., see J. Central Authorities; 
in Pal., 307 

R. butchers, not patronized by K., 286; R. 
calendar, see Calendar; R. cal. reform, 349f*, 
351n; R. cal. year, commences with Tlshri, 
281, 340n; R. camp, monographs the lit. genre 
in, 445n; R. cantillation, and K., 25In; R. 
commentaries, echoing K. exegesis, 75 
R. community[ies]: alerted to K. penetra¬ 
tion, 81, 84; beginnings of many, obscure, 
26; Greek-speaking, in Turkish Adrianople, 
151; K. influence on, admitted by R., 254f; 
K. complain of oppression in, S5f*, 352f, 
392n; SbM denied access to, 363n; TbM on 
K. having been raised in, 357*; vestiges of 
pre-'Ananite sectaries on margins of, 11 ( see 
also J. community, and R. in Byz.—ByR c.) 

R. concept of “Sabbath joy," rejected by 
K., 268; R. concept of prohibition of fire on 
Sabbath, 266*; R. controversial material, 
collected by K., 240; R. correspondence 
[epistles, letters]: 117n, 191*, 198, 198nf, 
363n; concerning ransom of captives, 46-49*, 
112*; first to mention ByK, 46-49, 112; 
revealing K-R cal. feud, 328-35*, 351 
R. counterpart of Sunnite assertion on 
infallibility of community, 222n; R. customs, 
see Customs; R. [dates of] festivals; and K. 
dates, both held by some ByR, 271; followed 
by 'isunians, 274n, 381 n; K. defiance of, 
causes feuds, 327; observed by M., 384, 395 * 
R. Davidic branches, 15; R. defense against 
Km, double-edged line of, 355; R. deviation 
from Written Word, in sho/ar regulations, 
284; R. dicta, invoked by YbY, 241; R. 
disapproval of Hezekiah's action of thanks- 
offerings, 400n; R. doctrine, and K. scholars. 


260*; R. employees of K. masters in Turkey, 
36n; R. excommunication of Km, 41, 41nf, 
392n; R. exegesis: details of, adopted by TbM, 
244f, 245n; method of, borrowed by ‘Anan, 
17; on levirate, literal, 289 

R. expression(s) [term(s)]: ByK use of, for lit. 
project, 245n, 440nf; “Mourners of Zion" 
a—, 301; paralleling “burden of heritage," 
23ln; "Peddlers' Bag” a —, 440n; used by 
early K. when repudiating K. concept of tradi¬ 
tion, 225 

R. feuds with K., see Cal. Feuds, Contro¬ 
versies; R. formula after the dead, 419nf; R. 
ha'atakah, 225, 227f, 228n; R. Halakhah, 
see Halakhah; R. hermeneutics, 17, 209f, 
217; R- homes [houses], lit on Sabbath eve, 
251, 267, 393n; R. homilist, TbE, 148, 330; 
R. homily[ies], TbM quoting from, 245; R. 
immigrants, merge with native R. communities, 
119, 171; R. inner differences, 220*, 269, 
357f*; R. interference: with K. worship, 
denied under status of ByK autonomy, 355; 
with PaK, fought against, 287; with SbM's 
mission, 84n, 363n 

R. interpretations of Scripture, divergent, 
K. focusing on, 357f; R. lyyar, 327, 329, 
334; R. leader(s) [-ship]: accumulation of 
power by, 12; admitting K. influence, 234f; 
blamed for length of Exile, 37n; combatted 
by DaK, 311; embarrassed by Saadyah’s 
claims on calendar, 270n; in Bab., discover 
'Anan's deviationist leanings, IS; in Constan¬ 
tinople, callfor caution in messianic enthusiasm, 
455; local, confronted with K. insurgency, 
355; on K, calendar in l5thC, 342; seated 
in Bab., taken revenge of by the Land of 
Israel, 301; TbE, see TbE 

R. learning [scholarship]: and 'Ananism, 
17, 19, 21; growing in quality outside Bab., 
455; in Spain, 359 

R. legislation [law]: on fat-tail, 287*; on 
levirate marriage, 289; on marriage, criticized, 
246; seen as manifestation of the right of 
each generation to reforms, 359 (see also 
Normative 1.; Talmudic 1.) 

R. legislators, 265 (see also R. scholars); 
R, lists of Bible difficulties, 409n; R. literature 
[writings, creations]: “absurdities" of, 240n; 
against Aggadoth in, 259n; ancient Pal. customs 
unrecorded in, 253; Bash, inferring K. history 
from, 32; Bash, on ambivalence of statements 
in, 236; Bash, reading between the lines of, 
31f, 32n, 236; ByK indebtedness to, 244f, 
245n, 400n, 440nf; compared with BKLP, 
416; DaK first to point to anthropomorphism 
in, 240n; data on Km in, 32f, 33n; decried by 
ByK as of no value, 36lnf; described by K. 
as “commandment of men learned by rote,” 
285; K. defamatory remarks on Khazars 
have no peer in, 79; K. interest in, 240; K. 
literature of 9thC cannot compete with, 24; 
positive attitude to, of ByK, 241f; since Saadyan 
times referring to K. as novices, 362; TbM 
borrowing from, and attacking, 260 

R. liturgical poetry, and K. prayers, 251n; 
R. lore, and ByK borrowings, 239; R. majority, 
see Majority; R. masters [teachers, mentors], 
of Turkish K., 3 If, 32n, 196, 238; R. meals, 
abstained from, by K., 286; R. merchants 
from Syria, in Byz., 80 (see also Merchants); 
R. messianism, independent of idea of 
"mourning," 455; R- “Mourners of Zion," 
23, 253n, 428nf; R. Nasi, 42*, 288n, 298; 
R. nineteen-year cal. cycle, 271, 340, 342n; 
R. Nisan, 327n; R. opinion, dissenters from, 
called mahalifim, 329n; R. origin: of any 
Hebrew term for tradition, presupposed, 
225; of term ha'atakah, 224-26*; of term 
“MoZ,” 301; of term sebel, 231n 
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R. Passover, and K. use of homes, 327; R. 
pattern [of life, of activity], and K., 233, 245, 
249n; R. pietists of 12thC, 428nf 

R. polemics [polemicists] against Km; 
accusing Km of syncretism and opportunism, 
279, 294f; answered by TbM, 357* (see TbM); 
by Ibn Daud; see Abraham ibn Daud; by 
Maimonides and Ibn Ezra, allegedly insincere, 
263; by Saadyah, see Saadyah, Saadyan; 
cliches of, in Thessalonican convocation, 335; 
denouncement by association and innuendo 
in, 275, 391, 393f; denouncement of K. as 
novices, prominent in, 362; denouncing 
alleged K. affinity with Muslim and 
Chr. calendar, 279, 294; exploiting delays 
in Pal. abib information, 323; in Byz., 
see R. of Byz.—ByR polemics; K. 
rejoinders to, 33n; Leviticus the platform 
for, 432; limiting historical references to 
founders of Km, 33; list Bible difficulties, 
409n; mainly dealing with legalistic and exe- 
getic differences, 32f; not describing K. contem¬ 
poraries, 32; R. references to Km mainly in 
form of, 32f; use term mahalifim, 328nf 

R. population, see Population; R. practices, 
see Practices; R. pressure, lawfully opposed 
by Thessalonican K., 335; R. principle, aban¬ 
doned in ByR law of inheritance, 256; R. 
prohibition of fowl with milk, and the K, 
289; R. propaganda, and Khazaria’s Jewish¬ 
ness, 67; R. punitive action against K. calendar, 
350f; R. refugees from Khazaria, 75; R. 
reliance on oral transmission, rejected by 
K., 224; R- role in Pontic area, 127f 

R. scholar(s) [authorities]: absence of argu¬ 
ment among, claimed, 269, 358; ‘Anan, a —, 
240; ‘Ananite Maxim compared with injunc¬ 
tions of, 2IOn; and problem of Sabbath candles, 
269, 358; early, ignorant of Khazaria, 69; on 
ByR homiletics, 256*; TbM corresponding 
with, 44, 245* ( see also R. of Byz.—ByR 
scholars; Talmudic sages) 

R. scribes, changing passages in Dead Sea 
Scrolls, 378n; R, settlement, see R- of Byz— 
ByR settlement; R. settlers in Byz., absorbed 
by older communities, 168f, 171; R. Siwan, 
327; R. strategy against Km, 354-64; R. 
struggle against Km, Saadyah's role in, 23f 
(see also Saadyah; TbE); R. Synagogue, K. 
secession from, 259, 3I7n (see also Mother 
Synagogue); R. teasing on abib, answered 
by LbY, 323*; R, tendency to blur K. and 
M. identities, 388-95, 400, 416; R. terms, 
see R. expressions; R. texts on Chr-K 
similarity regarding Pentecost on Sunday, cited 
by K., 279*; R. titles, academic, 53n, 

199n; R. tradition, see Tradition; R. 
translation projects, 444 (see also Translation); 
R. unanimity, see Unanimity; R. uniformity, 
see Uniformity; R. use of leshonla'az, criticized, 
298n; R. worship, and K. pietistic practices, 
255n. See also Anti-Rabbanite 

R-computed intercalation, found correct, 
304, 340 

R-inspired: exilic way, 311; reformulation 
of K. concepts, and re-evaluation of Talmud, 
240 

R-pattemed [-modeled, -fashioned]: bene¬ 
dictions of Turkish K., 251 n; expansion of K. 
holidays, 339; hetatakah of ByK, 229*, 238; 
optimistic way of life in Bab., and Pal-centric- 
ism, 315; Sabbath, of Turkish K., 251*, 
308; scholarly formulation of sectarian dissent 
by K., 19; sebel, "karaization” of, 23In; 
sisith, of Turkish K., 25In 

R-ruled community, forces Km into compro¬ 
mise, 223 

R-Sponsorcd laws, left by BenN to the 
discretion of local K. judges, 215 


R-tingcd reforms of ByK, repudiated by 
Eastern K., 308 

intra-R feud [argument, controversy], 269, 
309, 3l6f*, 318n, 357f (see also R. inner 
differences; Pal-vs-Bab [Diaspora] Contest) 

‘Isunian-R relations, debated by Kirk., 274n, 
38 In 

K-R: Controversy, Divergence, Feuds, 
Rapprochement, Relations, Similarity, Unity, 
etc., see under individual entries 

M-R affinity, argued by TbM, 390f, 391 n, 
395* 

Rabbanites: accused of creating false sense of 
security, 250; accused of enticing the nation 
into transgressions, 250; accusing K. of arbit¬ 
rariness in choice of traditions, 232; alone 
made adherence to tradition a matter of 
principle, 225; and Hebrew tr. of Saadyan 
works, 225*; and intra-K dissensions, 220*, 
221n; and K. charters, 38n 

and K. alike: clinging to an all-J identity 
till 19thC, 40, 44; enjoy high standard of 
living under 'Abbasid civilization, 315; excom¬ 
municating Mm, 386; have similar socio¬ 
religious activities in different time-frameworks, 
293; invoke governmental intervention against 
each other, 37, 37nf; paid same ransom money 
to pirates, 48; return to fraternity of fate in 
modem Israel, 41; subject to same legislative 
and fiscal policies, 37f*; to be cared for in 
distress by all J., 43; to care for welfare of all 

J. , 48; unanimous on evening-to-evening 
day count, 397*; united in messianic expecta¬ 
tions, 93f. 93n, 454f; united in national ideology, 
despite ritual divergences, 36 

ascribing to K. the authorship of anthropo¬ 
morphic Midrashim, 256n, 393n; attacked for 
anthropomorphism, 393n (see also Anthropo¬ 
morphic); begin count of Seven Weeks after 
first day of Passover, 276; BenN no less autho¬ 
ritarian than, 213; ByK borrowings from, 
could not be simply admitted, 243; calendar 
feuds of, with K„ see Calendar Feuds; calling 
for reliance on talmudic tradition in practices 
not stated in Bible, 285; claim Khazars followed 
Rm, 66f; claim R. laws based on prophetic 
tradition, 220n, 356. 361; coexist in 12thC 
with K„ M., and T., 366-68; combatting 
Hayawayh [Hiwi] al-Balkhi, 408; compromising 
on matters of belief, 380nf; conscious of 
absence of separate K, political history, 36; 
constitute majority in Jewry, 37n, 366; defend¬ 
ing bigamy, 289f*; denounced for passing 
Bab. affairs into hands of Saadyah the stranger, 
363n; denounced for proscribing kinoth on 
Sabbath, 268*; developed terminology defining 
tradition, 225; did not settle in Land of Kedar, 
61*; disturbed by rift between common sense 
and rationally inexplicable precepts, 218; 
equal standing of sectaries with, outside 
Bab., 382; equivocal attitude of, to M., 384f; 
“errors” of, exposed by Zadok, 276nf; features 
common to, and to K., must not obscure 
separateness, 164; fluidity of communal 
boundaries between, and the K., in 9thC, 
314; "followers of molad ,” 303; gravity of 
sins of, surpassing K., 248n; hailed as witnesses 
to Temple procedure, 360f*;' imputing K-M 
affinity, 389, 391—95; in, see J. in; indistinguish¬ 
able outwardly from K., 171; influenced by 
piety of K. MoZ, 80, 221n; insist on tutab, 
284f*; intermarry with ‘Isunians, 274n, 38ln; 
intermarry with K., 288*, 297f*; Joshua 
Passover story invoked by and against, 278n; 

K. concept of fire on Sabbath drawing closer 
to, 266; K. Pal-centrics fighting ‘Ananites 
no less than, 22; K. rise to power Over, under 
Islam, 364, 364nf; K. scholarship in Jerusalem 
praised by, 186*, 206f 
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K. against folkways prevalent among, 
283; K. struggle as much against other sects 
as against, 367; labelled "priests” by K., 
376n; labelled "Traditionists.” 229; later 
forgetting R. origin of sebel, 23ln; mode of 
spelling Ba‘albeki by, 384n; must have used 
term ha'atakah before SbM, 225; mutually 
contradictory accusations tossed at K. by, 
393n; never doubted ‘Allan's scholarly accom¬ 
plishments or Davidic descent, 15; no difference 
between, and K., in appraisal of international 
situation, 454; not attending K. meals, 286; 
not describing K. contemporaries, 32; not 
patronizing K. butchers, 286; not the sole I. 
neighbors of ByK, 366 

Rabbanites of Babylonia [Babylonian Rabbanites, 
Bab. Rabbinism]:. and Abu ‘Isa, 38In; and 
Pal. cal. prerogatives, 306f; Babylono-centric- 
ism of, shared by BaK, 316; Ben Meir in 
struggle against, 382n (see also Saadyah-Ben 
Meir Controversy); calendar of, 303f; decline 
of, 455; differences between, and PaR, 220*, 
358n; drive of, for suppression of Pal-sponsored 
practices, 306; followed by BaK on intercala¬ 
tion, 304, 381; impose cal. conformity on 
sectaries since mid-9thC, 380; in joint stand 
with BaK against Pal-centricism, 303. 306, 
309,315; M. submission to R. calendardesigned 
to win the goodwill of, 380; negligible impact 
of dissident activity on, since mid-9thC, 380; 
to be answered by sectarianism of equal 
scholarship and standing, 14 
Babylonian Rabbanite centralism, 382 (see 
also 1. Central Authorities); BaR exilarch, 
admitting cal. supremacy of Pal., 306f; BaR 
leadership, 5, I2f, 15, 21, 301; BaR sage, 
tomb of, at Nappaha, 351n; BaR uniformity, 
impact of since 9thC, 380, 38In 

Rabbanites of Byzantium [Byzantine Rabbanites, 
Byz. Rabbinism]: and ByK campaign against 
Mm, 388; and ByK, divided after Crusades 
over lunar observation only, 345; and Byz- 
centric sentiments. 320; and K. cal. discrepan¬ 
cies, 272f*, 334, 346f, 347n; and K. invocation 
of governmental aid in Thessalonica, 335; 
and K. alike, denouncing solar calendar, 275; 
and the Orthodox Church, 194; annoyed by 
K. defiance of R. holidays in lews’ quarter, 
327; captured by pirates, 46f, 170; charges filed 
against, by K„ 329; conversions to Km among, 
257-60; effect of migrations on, 168f; emulated 
by ByK in scholarship and Hebrew literature, 
418; excelled by K. in Greek literacy, I82n; 
followed by K. in ritual slaughter on sea. 
173; followed by later K. in intercalation, 
339-42*; imply Chr-K kinship, 279; indiscri¬ 
minate imitation of, by K., deplored, 246, 
248; influencing TbM on 'omer issue, 278; 
integration of, in the Empire's national language, 
194; K. danger to, reflected in TbE’s polemics, 
34, 261; K. impact on, 252, 2S5f, 271-73, 
276, 347*; K. religious debates with, 442; K. 
absorbing new customs and traditions from, 
204, 234; K. adjusting to traditions mastered 
by, 260; less stringent than K. on dyeing and 
tanning, 177; lit. arguments between, and the 
K., 354; long established in industries, 174; 
Malmonides had little respect for, 256*, 
45In; objectives of BKLP vs, 365f, 416; 
practical divergences between, and K., inspire 
borrowing and breed feuds, 354; preferences 
of average, 256; ratio of ByK to, 35*, 163; 
rejoined by some M., 415; respect practices 
of K. MoZ, 257; sharing same neighborhood 
with K., 327; socio-economic structure of, 
geared to full urbanization, 182; surpassed by 
K. in commercial and urbanistic tendency, 
118*; tax obligations of, 183; taxed for inter¬ 
fering with K„ 329; TbE, spokesman and 


defender of, see TbE; twilight position of 
many, between Km and Rm, 257, 271 
Byzantine Rabbanite accusations of K. 
foreignness, 363n, 365f, 416; ByR agriculture, 
180, 182; ByR annual cycle of Scripture reading, 
25In, 447n; ByR anti-sectarian interpretation 
of Canticles, answered, 331; ByR apologias 
[apologetics]: defend Aggadah, 265; guide 
to extent of K. success, 261 
ByR apologist, TbE, 264f, 271 (see TbE); 
ByR argument on “morrow after the Sabbath,’’ 
278; ByR challenge to Km; answered by 
BKLP, 365f, 388, 4l5f, 450; answered by 
JbR, 332n; not the sole source of anxiety to 
ByK, 366 

ByR commentators, 20ln (see also TbE); 
ByR communal leader(s): and BoT, 14ln, 
157, 158nf; join K. leaders in stressing K-R 
divergence, 262; names of, 199n; oppose 
Abraham Maimuni, 255n 
ByR community[ies]: existence of, confirmed 
by existence of K. comm., 118, 123, 127, 
132*, 137*; ideological conquest of, and 
By Km, 25; in Asia Minor, nature of sources 
about, 112-18; in PCra, separated by wall 
from K., 336; list of, complemented by K. 
data, 118; native, R. immigrant groups merge 
with, 119, 168f, 171; on the Bosporus, 49, 
161; receive refugees from Egypt, 167; sectarian 
newcomers settle alongside of, 111, 144, 146, 
170, 387 

ByR cultural creativity, 171*, 201 n; ByR 
economy, and ByK economy, 171, 174; ByR 
expert in calendation, Moses of Cyprus, 280*; 
ByR influence on ByK, matched by K, influence 
on ByR, 252; ByR intellectuals, influenced 
by K. rationalism, 257; ByR leadership intends 
to discredit ByK as foreigners, 363, 388; 
ByR literature; homiletical trend of, 264; in 
Hebrew with Greek glosses, 365, 416, 426; 
shows contact with colloquial Greek only, 194 
ByR marriage contract, 199*; ByR names, 
I98f, I99n; ByR ownership of real estate, 
179*; ByR pietists, 257; ByR polemics against 
Km: Hebrew the language of, 426; not accusing 
K. explicitly of solar calendar, 393; of TbE, 
see TbE; show extent of K. success in Byz., 261 
ByR predilection for homiletics, 256*, 
264; ByR readers [and listeners], 260, 332n; 
ByR scholars [authorities], 14ln, 199*, 255n, 
263; ByR settlement, 49 118; ByR simple 
folk, influenced by K. emotional appeal, 257; 
ByR strategy against Km, reflected in Lekah 
Tob, 355; ByR students; in' Bab., 188; of 
mysticism, 264nf 

Rabbanites of Egypt [Egyptian Rabbanites, 
Eg. Rabbinism]: commercial ties with, of J. 
merchants in Asia Minor, 119, 170; fate of, 
under al-Hakim, 167n; twilight position of 
many, between Km and Rm, 257 
Egyptian Rabbanite lady in Byz., 198, 
198nf; EgR pietistic revival, and Km, 254f; 
EgR women perform ablutions the K. way, 254 

Rabbanites of Land of Shine’ar, see R. of 
Babylonia 

Rabbanites of Palestine [Palestinian Rabbanites, 
Pal. Rabbinism]; and Crusaders, 453f; and 
Saadyah, 24; differences between, and BaR,220*, 
358n; excommunicating Km, 41, 4lnf, 392n; 
392n; joint stand of, with PaK, against BaRm, 
303; K. communal interaction with, 42-44; K. 
influence on, claimed, 66n, 252f, 257, 271, 
323; K. participation in internal affairs of, 
since lOthC, 382n; “Mourning” among, in 
12thC, 428nf; PaK vying with, for communal 
control, 287; prohibition of meat among, 
253*; SbM’s sympathy with,'in feud against 
Bab., 3l6n; twilight position of many, between 
Km and Rm, 257 
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Palestinian Rabbanite academy, after Seljuk 
conquest, 453; PaR MoZ, early, 253n: PaR 
pietism in lOthC, sources of, 253f; PaR revival, 
and the Judaean Desert finds, 2J4n 
Rabbanites of Spain [Spanish Rabbanites, 
Sp. Rabbinism], 345f* 

Spanish Rabbanite commentators, 74, 75n; 
SpR dignitaries [courtiers], and Km, 56n, 
359n; SpR Hebrew literature, and K., 196n; 
SpR teaming, 359; SpR refugees in Turkey, 
152, 196*; SpR visitors in Pal., convert to Km, 
30ln 

See also Abraham ibn Daud; Abraham 
ibn Ezra; Benjamin of Tudela 
Rabbanites of Syria [Syrian Rabbanites], 80, 
220*,38 In 

Rabbanites of Turkey [Turkish Rabbanites], 
32n, 152, 196 (see also Rapprochement, K-R) 
Rabbinic, see Rabbanite 

Rabbinism [Rabbinic Jewry, Rabbinic Judaism]: 
‘Ananlte contest with, 19; Bab. and Persia, 
cradles of, as well as of K m , 319; Bab. in 
9thC, citadel of, 21; claiming victory over all 
Jewry, 66; conversions to, from Km, easy, 
257, 237nf: defenders [protagonists] of, and Km, 
32f, 33n; defense of,and Saadayh.8,80f; hapless 
status of, in Czarist Russia, 40; historical 
precedence of, over Km, admitted by TbM, 
357*; inroads of, thin out dissident population 
of peripheries of Diaspora, 219; Km inseparable 
from, 19; Km a sectarian replica of, 19; 
Km surrendering to, while fighting, 19; K. claim 
to chronological preference over, 59, 357n; 
K. polemics against, stress intra-R differences, 
358n; K, did not need converts from, to teach 
them R. literature, 260; Khazar allegiance 
to, 67, 74; militant, in 9thC, 21; new sects 
as much against 'Anan as against, 367f; no 
data on K. converts to, 259f; Pal-oriented, 
coming to terms with sectarianism, 382; 
religious division between, and Km, and 
BoT’s story of “partition” in Pdra, 336*; 
resisted by Eastern Km even in matters accept¬ 
able to ByK, 308; revivalist trends in, 253f; 
simultaneity of cal, rift within, and within 
Km, 315f; territorial segments of, and of Km, 
confronted with dilemma of Pal-vs-Bab struggle, 
301; TbE questioning K. right Of criticizing, 
360; TbM, fighter against, 44 (see TbM); 
Tustari's possible allegiance to, 52n 
"Rabbinization" of J. life, 456 
Rais al-Ydhud, 38n 
Ramadhan. 270 

Ramlah: 89n, 96; conversion to Km in, 30ln; 

J. in, see J. in; K. in, see K. in 
[ar-]Ramli, see Malik ar-Ramli 
Ransom of captives, see Captives 
Rapprochement, K-R: and K. scriptural reading 
cycle, 25In, 447n; and K. study of Talmud, 
240, 243; in Byz., 233, 262, 354, 456; in Turkey, 
31 nf, 152, 196, 234 

[ha-\ Rasha', (Romanus Lecapenus,“the Wicked”), 
6Rn 

Rash), 74n 

Rationa1ism.Rational(istic),211,217,249,256f,265 
Rationalist(s), 21 If, 393n 
[ha-]Ra' vnh we had-Derlsheh, 228n 
Reading, Scriptural, in synagogue, 25 In, 447* 
Real estate, 45n, 178-80 
Realism [Realistic approach, trend], 207f*. 218*, 
248, 320f 

"Reason,” as root of jurisprudence, 226n, 237 
Reassertion, of normative Judaism, under K. 

Impact, 18 
Rebel of Pallugta, 8 
Rebellion, see Revolt 

Reconciliation, Divine, with Israel, 37, 299 
Reconstruction(s) of K. history, see K, history, 
and Pseudo-historical 


Redemption of Israel: 10, 248n, 364, 364nf, 411; 
and resettlement in Pal., 22, 299, 310f, 31 In; 
Hai Gaon on, 93n, 95a 
Re-evaluation, K.: of the ‘Ananite way, 19, 21f, 
314; of the Talmud, 239-45*. 339 
Reforms, R„ 254f, 340, 344, 348-50, 349n-51n. 

See also Innovations; K. reforms 
Reformulation: of abib principle, 344;of ‘Ananism, 
21; of K. concepts, 240; of K. law, 251 
Regional consensus, 219; r. contest, and cal. 
problems, 30lf; r. custom(s), see Custom(s); 
r. differentiation, 302*; r. divergences [diffe¬ 
rences], 209, 2l9n, 220*, 302*; r. groups, 
following own consensus, 219; r. issue, DaK 
presenting religious differences as, 321; r. 
needs and interests, 202; r. R. leadership 
[institutions], 41, 202, 455; r. rift [split] in 
Km, 344. 399; r. self-assertion, 202; r. [self-] 
determination, 21; r. solidarity, 316: r. varia¬ 
tions, of environment and custom, lOf 

regional-minded: K. leadership, 202f; philo¬ 
sophy, of BaK, 315 

Reinterpretation: of J. law, 359f; of K. lore, 450 
“Chain of Reinterpretation,” 360 
Relation(s): between K. and non-K sectaries 
in Byz., 355, 366-415* 

K-R: and cal. discrepancies, 292, 334 

(see Calendar feuds); and problem of ritually 
clean food, 285-87*; communal interaction 
in, 42-44; discussed by Elijah b. Abraham, 
367*; in Byz., tracing of, and Lekah Tob, 
263f. 332n, 355; In Damascus, 336n; in light 
of Genizah finds, 42; in Pal., 41-44; in Pira, 
336*; in Turkey, social implications of, 32n; 
mistakenly presented as struggle of two ir¬ 
reconcilable parties, 42; new chapter in, in 
modem Israel, 41; reach low-point in Eastern 
Europe, 40; social, 286, 354 

of K.: to native populations, 36; to other 
religions, 36 

Reliability, of R, tradition, debated, 356-60 
Reliefs), 91, 98 

Religio-national partnership, of Km with Jewry, 
18, 392 

Religion(s): history of, 38f*, 384; J., develop¬ 
ments in, and the abjuration formula, 281; 
other, attitude to. of K. and R., 36; pervading 
all areas of life in Middle Ages, 5 
Religious aspects of K-R controversy over 
ritual slaughter, 286; r. autonomy of ByK, 
assumed, 335; r. behavior of part of J. society, 
determining state of all Jewry, 293; r. con¬ 
science, makes ByR disregard secular law, 
335; r. creed of Km, first formulated in Bab., 
319; r. debates with neighbors, in Byz., 442; 
r. development of Mm, perhaps in two stages, 
403n; r. deviations alone, of K.. cited in Thes- 
salonican feud, 335; r. dissent, mid-9thC 
Bab. no longer propitious for, 379f (see also 
Dissent); r. divergences, K-R, see Divergences; 
r. division between K. and R„ in Pira and 
Damascus, 336*; r, freedom of M., enhanced 
by isolation on Cyprus, 386 (see also Worship, 
K. freedom of); r. feuds, in Islam, 10 (see 
also Conflicts; Controversies; Feuds): r. 
jurisdiction, of TbM, 53; r. mode of life of 
Km in Diaspora, to adjust to loss of Jerusalem, 
454; r. movements, claim to be reverting to 
olden customs, 241; r. observances, see Prac¬ 
tices; r. officials, 171 (see also Communal 
officials); r. platform, rather than communal, 
for polemics where K. a minority, 287; r. 
practices, see Practices; r. problems arising 
from: commerce, I72f*; dyeing of skins. 177*; 
ownership of real estate, I79f*; tanning profes¬ 
sion, 176f*; textile industry, 174-76* 
r. system [school, madhhab], DaK listed 
as separate, 212n, 368n; r. unit, ByKm given 
status of, 335 
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Renaissance, 238 
Rent, 179F 

Reorientation: of ByKra, saved the movement, 
203; oF loyalties, 163-66 
Repatriation Law (of State of Israel), 41 
Repentance, 248n (see also Penance) 

Reports, Pal., on ablb: advice on delay of, 326; 
cessation of, after Crusades, 454; divergence 
of. from R. computation: causing K-R feuds, 
327-34; not reported by ByK tests, 328; 
not too often. 344 

not wholly abandoned in 12thC, 337; requir¬ 
ed annually, 292, 322; source of perplexity, 322 
Research, Karaitic, see Karaitic research 
Residence, I., problem of in Byz., 143*, 149f*, 
336. See also Dwellings; Jews' Quarter 
Responsibility: author's, assumed by TbM, 
420f, 441; personal [individual], in Km, 51n, 
216, 249 

Resurrection from the Dead, 36Bnf 
Revealed Word [Legislation], 232, 392, 407 
Revelation: Vehicle of, 22; verification of, 238 
Revival, Revivalist trends: and Judaean Desert 
finds, 19-21, 254n; EgR, and Km, 254f; K., 
19-21, 254n; PaR, 253f, 254n 
Revolt [rebellion]: K., 15, 41; M., 372. See also 
Dissent; Protest 
Reward [God's], 369n 
Rhine River, 137 
Rhineland, 333n 
Rhodes, 113, 159n 
Rhodosto, 159n 
Ribonin, 338n 

"Rich of the Diaspora,” 22, 312 
Riches, see Wealth 
Rigor, see Stringency 
Rikkub, B2f*, 207n (See also Incest) 

Rtshonim [Early Sages], 348 
Rite(s): ancient, of Temple, In ‘Anan’s synagogue, 
16; Ashkenazic, 14; dependent on physical 
ties with Pal., 454; K., 54; Romaniote, 151*; 
Sephardic, 14 

Ritual: K.: in preliterary stage on ByKm, 185; 
of marriage, 343n; requirements of, and 
group settlement, 54; stringency of, 218 
K-R divergence of: 41, 204, 354; and all-J 
unity and identity, 36, 40 
M. laxity of, stressed, 388, 412; of scriptural 
readings, 447n; of Temple, transmitted by 
eye-witnesses, 356 

Ritualistic) cleanliness of food, 285f; r. cleansing 
of meat. 285; r. fringes [sisith], 175n, 25In, 
285; r. heterogeneity, 399; r. impurity [defile¬ 
ment; uncleanlinessj: 16, 174n, 253*. 401, 
413f; ascribed to all Jewry in Exile by DaK, 
313; of food, 253*. 401* 
r. purity: 16, 54, 254f, 291, 432, 434n; and 
Mish., 40If, 413 

r. slaughter [shehltah], 173, 208f, 285-87 
Roads [road network, r. system], see Anatolian 
t.; Armenian r.; Asia Minor, r. in; Bosporus, 
r. to and from; Byz. r.; Roman r.; Romano- 
Byz. r.; Trans-Anatolian highway; Turkish r. 
Roman administration, 105; R. credit system, 
178f; R. Diaspora, Jewry in, 131n, 320; R. 
dominion over [subjugation of] J., 246*, 247n; 
R. Empire, 105, 320; R. legislation on bigamy, 
290; R. military tradition, 166; Roman roads 
[road network, r. system], 105*, 106, 109; 
R. times, J. in, 113*, 122n, 127, 131*, 320 
East Roman, Late Roman, 27, 246, 247n 
Romania [—Byzj, “communities of,” 255 
Romaniote rite, 151* 

Romans: against Arabs, 166; kingdom of, 166; 

"language of,” 194 
Romano-Byzantine road network, 106 
Romantic [idealistic] presentations: of K. 
history, 314f; of K. personalities, 134n; of 
MoZ, 45, 45nf 


Romanos IV Diogenes,115 
Romanus I Lccapcnus: conquests under, 88, 
166; forced conversion of J. by, 68*. 85*, 86, 
160, 164*, 165, 166n, 168; persecution of 
Armenians and Muslim captives by, 68n 
Rome, 105, 107, 166; New Rome. 105 
Rools of jurisprudence, K., see K. r. of j. 
Rosh-Hodesh [First of the Month]: BenN on, 
274*; K., determined by lunar observation, 
209, 269f, 292, 344; K-R feuds over, 333n, 
346f, 347n, 348; Mish. on, 377, 377nf; R. 
proclamation of, 348f, 349n; Till, and Isma’il 
al-'Ukbari on, 37In 
Rosh hap-Perek, 245n 
Rosh hash-Shanah, 281, 284* 

Royal appointee to a J. guild, 150 
Royalty in Israel, 229n 
Rural property, acquisition of, by K., 179 
Russia, Russian: 145, 14Bn, 303n, 328; J. mer¬ 
chants (from), 148n, 328; K. (of), see K. in 
Southern Russia ["Land of Kedar*'], 61-63 
Russo-Polish Jewry, 64n 
Rustchuk, 329n 


Saadyah Gaon: affinity of, with Mish., argued 
by TbM, 391*, 395; against 'Anan, regarding 
30-day month, 274*; against Hayawayh 
(Hiwi) al-Balkhi, 408; against K. prohibition 
of fat-tail. 2B8n; allegedly attended SbM’s 
funeral, 99n; and AbuT-Faraj Harun, in 
Ibn Ezra’s list of grammarians, I85n; and 
ha'alakah, 225f*, 230nf; and Khazars, 77; 
and Mish., 383n, 389-92*; and TbE, 33f, 
393; arch-foe of Km, 23, 34 
assault of, on Km: allegedly averted K. 
danger to Judaism, 8, 23, 81*; allegedly united 
the K., 23; based on innuendo and blurring 
the K. identity, 389f; dangerous even in Byz., 
390, 394; not first and not as extreme' as once 
supposed, 23, 80; repelled by TbM, 357n, 
389n, 390f*; repelled in Golden Age, 8, 206 
bloom of K. literature only after, 24; chal¬ 
lenging K. counter-institutionalism, 300; 
claimed antiquity for R. calendar, 270, 294; 
combatted: by AbJ, 300n; by EL A, 300n; 
by K. Pal-centrics on abib, 300*; by LbY, 
222n, 300n; by Mubashshir Hallevi, 300n; 
by SbM. 316n, 363n; by SbY, 23In, 362n; 
by TbM, 260*, 288n, 376n, 389-91 •; in context 
of Leviticus, 432 

denounced K. as novices, 362n; fought 
Pal-centricism, whether R. or K., 22, 24, 42, 
300; Hebrew tr, of, 225, 225nf; K. antagonism 
toward, 23f, 80; K. literature unable to compete 
yet with Rm in time of, 24; labelled “priest,” 
376n; never accused of leaving the fold, 376; 
nicknamed Pllhomi, 316n, 390; of Tulunid 
Egypt, 23f 

on: ablb, 299, 300*; ’Anan and origins of 
K. schism, 33n, 294f*; hekkesh, 217nf; infal¬ 
libility of community, 222n; K. calendar, 
294; sources of cognition, 2I8n 
role of, in R. campaign against Km, 8, 23f, 
80; spokesman for the Bab. and diasporic 
view, 24, 302, 309; “stranger from Egypt,” 
363n; term an-nakl by, 225, 230n 
-’s: Book of Beliefs and Opinions, 218n; 
Commentary on Leviticus, 226n, 390, 432; 
tafsir on the Pentateuch, 226n 
Saadyah-Ben Meir controversy: 302n, 3l8n; 
and Pal-vs-Bab contest, 14, 22, 24, 302, 306f, 
309; and the Zadokite literature, 254n 
“Saadyah-complex” of PaKm, 24 
Saadyan(ic) concept(s); of an-nakl, 226; of 
sebel, 23In; of yerushshah, 23In 
S. critique [misrepresentation] of K. dietary 
laws, 389-91 *, 394f; S. generation, disturbed 
by rationally inexplicable precepts, 218; S. 
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Hebrew quotations in ByK literature, variants 
in, 225f, 226nf, 288n, 294f*, 389f. 390nf; S. 
influence on K. legal thinking, 2l8n; S. lit. 
stratum, and K. legal terms, 23In; S. method 
of translating the Pentateuch into Arabic, 
423; S. origin, of R. accounts of K. schism, 
discussed, 33n, 294nf; S. period, earliest lit. 
mention of K. as novices, in, 362; S. polemic 
against sectarianism, and appearance of term 
ha'atakah in K. literature, 226; S. precedent, 
in confusing K. and M. identities, 389—91*; 
S. terminology, Hebrew, and ha'atakah, 
225f*, 23In. See also Anti-Saadyan 
post-Saadyan: assault on Km, 206; era, 
use of ha'atakah in, 225; generations, caution 
and traditlon-mindedness of, 216 
Sabbatai Zevi. 403n 

Sabbath; as observed in “Land of Kedar,” 61 
candles: accepted by K. of Poland. Lithuania 
and Crimea, 25In; dime* of Byz. reformulation 
of K. law, 251; intra-R differences over, 
debated, 269*, 355n, 358; introduction of, by 
Byzantino-Turkish K., 235, 251*. 265, 267; 
K. prohibition of, respected in K-R marriage 
contract, 297*; K-R controversy over, 265-69*, 
358; opposed by eastern K., 251 *, 308 
concentration of all reporters on M. moming- 
to-morning count of, 385, 413; desecration 
of; by M., denounced, 393f, 401, 413; imputed 
to K.. 393n 

eve: cancelled by M. morning-to-moming 
count of days, 378, 387, 401, 404; darkness in 
K. homes on, vb gaily lit R. homes, 251, 
393n; practical advantages of candles on, 
stressed, 267; run counter by solar calendation, 

275, 385; TbM’s scholarly justification of, 397 
Gentile-J partnerships as subterfuge for 

profit on, 180; included in Fast of Daniel, 
268n; joy on, 267, 268*; laws [legislation] 
of; biblical, 438n; by old and new school in 
Km, 61 f*, 266r, 267n; in Byz., 62, 251*; in 
eastern Km, 62, 251*; of BenN, 61*. 62n 
Lekah Tab indicative of ideas preached to 
ByR on, 263; list of work prohibited on, 
177nf; marital relations On, prohibited by K., 
297f; meal, on Friday afternoon, opposed, 
267; mourning on, 267, 268*, 393n; most 
sacrosanct institution of J. order of days, 
378. 385; observance of, from Sat. morning 
to Sun. morning, by M.: 275, 378, 385, 386f*, 
394-97*, 404; creates association with Chr. 
Sunday, 404, 414; overshadows other M. 
deviations, 413 

prohibition of work on: and dyeing of skins, 
177n; and fire on, 205, 235, 266f*; and 'omer, 
277; and rent on property, 179f•; and sacrifices, 
405nf, 409n, 412n; and tanning, 177*; and 
travel, 172f 

reform, the most impressive of Byzantino- 
Turkish K. reforms. 251 n; Scripture interpreted 
as indicating evening-to-evening count of, 
397; Yam Kippur to fail on, in M. calendar, 377* 
Sabbatical Year [Shemi/tah], 181, 282n 
Sacrifice^) [Temple-]: 16, 360f, 389*, 395n, 
405nf, 434n; of the Paschal Lamb, 281 
Sad (side, section), I46nf 
Sadducean, Sadduceelsm, Sadducees, 20, 274*, 

276, 397n 

Sadducean-K kinship,4n, 20, 276, 276nf,397n 
Sages of Israel, 285, 348f 
Sahl b. Masliah (Abu-s-Suni): against meals 
prepared by Gentiles, 253n, 297n, 401 n; 
against Saadyah, 3l6n, 363n; against unclean 
food, 253*; and Kirk.'s concept of transmission, 
230n, 232n; appeal of, for settlement in Jerusa¬ 
lem, I87n; ardent nationalist, 8; bibliography 
On, 37n; chronology of, 225n, 226n, 351n; 
citing standard items of medieval J. polemics, 
413n; conceding R. cal. reform prompted by 


desire for unity, 35In; idealistic presentation 
of MoZ by, 45n, 54n; interfered with in mis¬ 
sionary work, 84n, 363d; K. missionary, 
83nf, 93, 253, 323 

on; approaching salvation, 93*; “command¬ 
ment of men learned by rote,” 284n: duty of 
“searching,' 1 221 n, 253*; inner K. differences, 
216n, 221 n; intra-R differences, 358n; minority 
status, 54nf; motives of K. missionary activity, 
36nf; PaK writings sent abroad, 187n; 
persecution of K. by R., 55n; personal 
responsibility, 51n, 214n; R. tradition, 360n; 
Saadyah-Ben Meir controversy, 316*; sebel, 
231 n; spread of K. ways in Pal.. 66n, 252f, 
271, 323; "two wicked women,” 316n 
reading into Canticles problems of his time, 
227*; spokesman of K. Golden Age, 8, I85n, 
207; stressing his coming from Jerusalem, 
83nf, 363n; used term: ha'atakah, 225*, 227*, 
232n; Shine'ar, for Bab., 316n 
-’s Book of Precepts, 190n; Epistle, 190n 
Sahragt, 48, 112n 
Sailor stories, 174* 

Salah ad-Din, 339 
Salonica, I50n; see Thessalonica 
Salman b. Yeruham: 66n; and Saadyah, 99, 
23ln, 362n, 376n; ascetic zealot, 208n; attitude 
of, to Christianity, 164n, 165f; bibliography 
on, 164n; disillusionment of, with Caliphate, 
I65f; funeral and grave of, in Aleppo, 99; 
idealistic presentation of MoZ by. 45n, 54n; 
influence Of, On TbM, 24In, 259n; not the 
author of Commentary on Ruth. 197n 

on: ’'abominations” of the Talmud, 240nf, 
259n; Ijtihad, 249n; intra-R differences, 358n; 
K. secession from R. institutionalism, 41 d: 
“two wicked women,” 3l6n 
opposition of, to philosophy, 207n; repre¬ 
senting early Golden Age of PaKm, 8, 206; 
resident in Jerusalem, I66n; using the terms: 
ha'atakah, 225n; kabbalah, 228n; sebel and 
yerushshah, 23In 

viewing the international situation, 164-66* 
-’s Arabic Commentary on the Book of 
Psalms. 54n, 165n; Book of the Wars of the 
Lord, 164n, I90n, 225n, 228n, 23In, 240nf, 259n 
Salvation, of K., 248n 

Samaritans, Samaritan, 6, 38n, 281, 369n, 377o, 
405nf 

Samos, 113 

Samuel b. David (Crimean K. pilgriml, 341* 
Samuel al-Maghribi. I34n, 136n, 292n, 342n, 344n 
-'S Kltab al-Murshld, 342n 
Sanctification of the New Moon, 348f, 349n 
“Sanhiribites," 104n 

Saracens, Saracen, 92, 108, 110. See Arab(s); 
Muslim(s) 

Sarcasm, in accounts of Mish., 373, 374*, 375 
Sardis, 107, 109 
Sarini [Severus], 8, 382n 
Savuskan, see Yehudah Savnskan 
Sayf ad-Daula, 48n, 88, 91 n 
Scepticism, Sceptics. 238. 399, 407f 
Schism in Jewry: 28f. 293, 367, 380, 399; K., 
44, 294f* 356f. 362 
Schismatics, see Sectaries 
Scholars, Scholarship, 14, 361, 413, 455. See 
also K. scholars; K. scholarship; Learning; R. 
learning; R. scholars; Sages; Talmudic sages 
Scholarly [Scholastic] accomplishments of TbM, 
SO; 9. attainments of PaKm, transmitted 
through BKLP, 450; s. basis of Km. absence 
of, argued. 360f; s, creativity of ByRm. in 
Hebrew, 426; s. formulation of sectarian 
dissent, 19; 9. foundations of Km, laid by 
'Anan, IB; s. guidance, by TbM, 446nf; s. 
independence, BenN On, 213; s. individualism, 
separatist tendency sublimated into, 399; 
s, justification of Sabbath eve,397;s. legislation. 
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accepted formulae of, IB; s. maturation, of 
ByKm, 4S0, 455; a. postulates, common to 
all Jewry, 18; s. qualifications of ‘Anan, IS; 
g. refutation of Mm, importance of, 398; s. 
standing, necessary in ‘Abbasid era, 14; s. 
system, K„ 36S, 416; s. writing, art of, and 
eclecticism, 440 

Scholia, Greek, K. use of, 194n 
Science, language of, 192 
“Scoundrels of Israel," 22 

Scribefs), Scribal profession, l2Snf, 378n, 418, 
4l9n, 431, 436. See also K. copyists 
Scriptural contradictions, 407, 409n, 4IOf. 412* 
(see also Bible difficulties); s. documentation 
[confirmation, evidence, support], 2l5f, 2I8f, 
223, 233; s. readings in synagogue, 251 n, 
447*; s. terms and verses, invoked by K., 
439. See also Biblical 

Scripturefs): abrogation of, 413; as determinant 
of K. law, 221, 408; divergent interpretations 
of marital laws in, 289f*; general accessibility 
of. enhances biblical exegesis, 447; interpreta¬ 
tion of, see Interpretation; interpreted as 
admonition to K., 247; interpreted to indicate 
evening-to-evening count of Sabbath, 397; 
K. contending bigamy forbidden by, 290; K. 
rites inferred from, by strained dialectics, 17, 
208-10; rationally inexplicable demands of, 
disturbing, 218; “Search yc well in,” 209f; 
self-evident truth of, 407; standardized terms 
from, settle in K. jargon. 439; technical details 
in. explained in terms of ByK experience, 
174; two categories of fats in, 389. See also 
Bible; Pentateuch; Torah 
“Scripture Searchers," 210. See also Hippus, 
IJr/had 

Scroll(s): Bible- [Torah-], 124, 196n; of Dead 
Sea, see Dead Sea Scrolls 
Five Scrolls, commentary On, 262, 336 
Sea: 173f; traffic, voyage, 47, 170, 172f 
Seamen, 174 

Seasons, of solar year, 378n 
Sebasteia, 121 
Sebel, 230, 230nf 

Sebel hay-Yerushshah [ hay-Yoreshim ], 23 In, 

237 

Secession: K., 41*. 259, 293, 317nf, 399; right 
of, from consensus of majority, 22 In 
Secessionist(s), 368 

Second Commonwealth [Second Temple] era: 
20, 33n, 366, 379*; sectarian literature of, 
20f, 254n, 290n, 379n 
Secret Discipline, 264nf 
“Secrets of the Talmud,” 259f 
Sectarian appeal, overintellectualization of, 19; 
s. Book of Precepts, first produced by 'Anan, 
17; s. capital, Jerusalem, destroyed by Crusa¬ 
ders, 230; s. connotation, of regional customs, 
221; s. count of Seven Weeks, 277; s. creativity; 
of Bab., saved by exodus, 381; prior to 'Anan, 7 
s. dissensions in Jewry, and the Gentile 
governments, 331; s. dissent: and K. intel- 
lectualism, 19, 209; Sadduceeism an amorphous 
symbol of, in the Middle Ages, 20 (see also 
Dissent) 

s. doctrine [ideology], and Km, 18; s. elite, 
creed of, represented by Bash., 234; s. emigrant 
movements, open new Golden Age outside 
Bab., 38If; s. extension Igarb], of Pal-vs-Bab 
struggle, 13, 24; s. Halakhah: 316; ancient, 20f 
s. heritage, preserved in Byz. and European 
Km, 8, 25; s. identity, and Sadduceeism in 
Middle Ages, 20; s. jargon, using phrase 
"commandment of men, etc.,” 284nf; s. juris¬ 
prudence [law]; and Km, 18, 208; customary 
laws in, 208* 

s. leaders Tpre-K], 214, 214nf; s. literature, 
choice of talmudic title for, and ByK re¬ 


evaluation of the Talmud, 440nf; s. minorities; 
and M. calendar, 379, 380*; exerting influence 
on ByKm, 399 

s. persuasion [affiliation], 38n, 40, 47f (see 
Denominational allegiance; K, allegiance); 
s. philosophy and way of life, and the social 
historian, 9; s. practices [observances], see 
Practices; s. raison d’etre , defended by slogan 
of individualism, 216; s. replica of Rm, 19; 
s. separatism, 13; s. subversion, 21; s. writings: 
ancient, see Second Commonwealth; medieval 
[non-K], 6f, 369. See also Anti-sectarian 
Sectarianism, medieval J.: alliance of, with 
messianism, 10, 79; and “consensus,” 208, 
229n; and Islam, 3*. 14; and Saadyah, 23, 
226; and Sadducee interpretation of “morrow 
after the Sabbath,” 276*; and Shi*ism, 222; 
and the social historian, 8f; and victory of 
Km, 6f, 367; change in composition of, since 
‘Anan, 18; geogr. shift of, since ‘Anan, 14; 
Golden Age of, outside Bab., 38lf; history 
of, 7f, 39, 319; needs scholarship and social 
standing in ‘Abbasid era, 14; overintellectua- 
lization of, 229n; Pal-oriented Rm coming 
to terms with, 382; peripheries of Diaspora 
addicted to, 208n: provided with aristocratic 
and scholarly leadership by ‘Anan, 14-16; 
R. drive against, and the Khazars’ Jewishness, 
67; turning-point of, with ‘Anan, 14, 18; two 
different classes of, in 9thC, 36Bf 
Sectaries, Sectarians [Schismatics]: application 
of “consensus” by, precarious in tOthC, 221; 
biblically oriented, combating Hayawayh 
[Hiwi] al-Balkhi, 408; early fpre-‘Ananite]: 
limited to peripheries of Diaspora, 10, 14; 
prohibited consumption of meat. 16, 253n 
established customs of, read into the Bible 
by ‘Anan, 17, 210; existence of, in Byz., not 
mentioned in Greek sources, 27; genera] line 
of R. attack on. reflected in Ibn Daud, 365n; 
high standing of, in Pal., Egypt and Syria, 382; 
ignored by early geonim, 17, 32; joined Syro- 
Pal, R. in opposing Bab. centralism, 382; 
messianic, 11; Mish. vs all other, on Festival 
of Weeks, lunar observation and Sabbath 
sacrifices, 377n, 380, 405nf; non-K: challenge 
of, countered by BKLP, 415f; denied right to 
Individual interpretation of Scripture, by K, 
polemicists, 397: K. relations with, in Byz., 
335, 366-415*; R. compromising with, on 
matters of belief, in return for cal. conformity, 
380nf 

of Bab.; emigrate, see Exodus, Bab.: gradual¬ 
ly lose identity, 380; must conform on calen- 
dation, since mid-9thC, 380; self-assertive 
tendencies of, encouraged, 319 
of Syria, Kirk, had no information on, 
382n; Unanimous On interpreting “morrow 
after the Sabbath” as Sunday, 276n. See also 
J. sects 

Sects, sect-forming process: and calendation, 
293, 377; and the social historian, 8f, 45; 
the only framework for opposition, 5, 44; 
the reap, roles of Bab. and Syria in, 383f* 
Seder hak-Kabba!ak, 34nf, 35, 67*, 356 (see 
Abraham ibn Daud) 

Sefer [ Sifre ] Mlswoth, see Book(s) of Precepts 
Sefer kam-Mo’adim , 37Sn, 438n, 44Sn, 446 
Sefer Ne'lmoth, 425n 

Sefer ha-Osher (Book on Precious Stones), 
290 

Sefer ha-'Osher (K. commentary), see JbR 
Sefer hay-Yashar (Book of Incest), 188n, 446 
Sefer hay-Yashar (mystical), 264nf 
Seleuceia, 106, 107*, 117n 
Self-assertion [self-assertive tendency]: BaK, 
307, 315, 319; ByK, 203, 303n, 447n, 450 
Self-censorship, late K., 28n 
Self-determination: ByK, 456; manifested In 
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cal. rill, 293, 377; Pal., 13, 21; regional, 10, 
13, 21, 202*, 316 
Self-expression, ByK, 450, 455 
Self-government, central J., 202 (see also J. 
Central Authorities) 

Self-identification, K„ with Pal. cause, 23 
Self-segregation, diasporic, ‘Anan's program of, 16 
Seljuks, Seljuk: 103, I06n, 109, U7n, 121, 161; 
conquest of Jerusalem, 189, 320, 325, 333, 
453; J. under, in Oangra, 127; victory at 
Manzikert, 325, 453 

Semantic analysis, of K. legal terminology, 
204; s. difference, in concept of ha'atakah, 
between PaK (or Kirk.) and the R. (or ByK), 
227f, 229nf; a. expansion; of ha'atakah, 226- 
39*; of sebel, 230nf 
Semi-rural character, of cities, 181* 
Sennacherib, 104n 

Separatism [Separatist tendencies], 13, 21, 377, 
386n, 399. See also K. Separateness 
Sephardi(c) cantillation, I96n, 25ln; S. culture, 
K. preference for. 196*; S. immigrants to 
Turkey, 32n, 152, 196*; S. rite, 14 
Service jobs, K., 178 

Settlement: of M. in Byz., 387; of T. outside 
Armenia, 370. See also K. settlement 
group settlement [settlement in groups], 
22, 54f», 386 

Seven Weeks count, 276f, 279, 377* 

Severus [Sarini], 8, 382n 
Sextons, K., 178 
Sexual promiscuity, 41 3f 
Sha'atnez, 175r* 

Shabbath Shabbathon, 377n 
Shabbctai of Pravado, 32n 
Shabu'oth, See Festival of Weeks 
[ash-]Shafi‘i, 210n 
Shafi'lle doctrine of 218 

[ash-]Shahrastani, 39n 
Sharecroppers, 179f 
Shebat (month), 306n, 327n, 334 
Second Shebat, 306n 
Shehitah, see Ritual slaughter 
Shehitah tt-Bedikah , 286 
Shem (biblical), 270 
Shemaryah Alexandres, 347* 

Shemlni 'Asereth , 282n 
Shemtttah, see Sabbatical Year 
Shemu’el han-Nagid, 188n 
"Shepherds'’: "of Exile" [evil, R.], 284*, 312, 
331, 331nf; “of justice" [good], 227 
Shi'ism, Shj‘ite(s), 89n, 222f, 380n 
Shlkhah, 182n 
Shine'ar, 303f*. 316* 

Shipfs) [Vessel], 173, 174n 
Ship building, ship repair, 173f 
Shipwrecks, 174 
Shl'ur Komah, 393a 
Shofar (ram's horn), 283, 285 
Shofet, K., in Troki, 38n 
Shohet, Shohatim, 137n, 286 
Shops, 179f, 286 
Side, port of, 106f 

Signs: Divine, 238; messianic, 28n, 455 
Silk: and sha'atnez, 175, 175nf; dyeing of, 174; 

J. craftsmen in, I41n, 142, 143n, 145f, 149f 
Silkworm culture, 176n 
Simhah b. Solomon, lOln 
Similarity: K-R: of economic and social structure, 
44-46, 48, 56; of political history, 36-41, 53, 
56f; see also Unity, K-R 
of Km and normative Judaism, 12; of M, 
and K. settlement In Byz., 385-88; of rise of 
SpKm and ByKm, wrongly assumed, 34f* 
Simple folk: 10, 12. 374n, 398; ByR, 257, 271-73 
Simultaneity: of dissident movements, 9, 11; 
of K. and M. settlement in Byz., 387f; of 
Translation and Compilation In BKLP, 417,443 
Sin(s), 248n, 249, 299, 402* 


Sinai, Mt„ 5, 238, 284f, 287, 356, 360; Covenant 
of, invoked in ByK marriage contract, 296* 
Sinai Wilderness, 412 
Sinjar, Seljuk sultan, 129n 
“Sinners of Israel;” 331* 

Sinope, 107*, 120 
Sislth, see Ritual fringes 
Siwan (month), 327 
Slander, 335, 369 
Slaves, 48n, 213 

"Small Horn," Kingdom of, 364, 365n 
Smyrna, 113* 

Social aspects: of K-M controversy, 408; of 
territorial Peripheries of Diaspora, 5 
s. assimilation, of M. with Chr., 412; s. 
composition [structure]: differences in, and 
plurality of messianic sects, 11; of J. sectarian¬ 
ism, changed with appearance of intellectuals, 
18; of Km, 5,12. 18,44f; ofR., 44; of T„ 368 
s. consolidation, of ByKm, 450; s. dissent, 
and mid-9thC Bab., 379f; s. divisions), 312, 
399; s. framework, of opposition, 5, 44; s. 
integration, of K. in Byz., 416; s. interests, 
and M. scepticism, 408; s. motivation^). 45, 
408; s. phenomenon, sectarian dissent a—, 19, 
44; s. policies, of J. Central Authorities, 5; s. 
position [standing]: and medieval polemics, 
16; and requirements of 'Abbasid era, 14; 
of ‘Anan, 14—16; of Attaleian K. captives, 
47; of M. and K. spokesmen, resp., 408; of 
pre-'Ananite sectaries, II, 16 
s. pressure, R., 56; s. relations, within PaK 
comm., 24; s. rift between K. and R., 41; s. 
tensions, and M. scepticism, 408 
Society: Byz.: heterogeneity of, and accusations 
of foreignness, 364; K-M controversy in context 
of, 408; K. decried as strangers in, 362 

J. : ancient, fourteen sects in. 366; cared 
little about beliefs as long as one conformed 
on practices, 380n; Elijah b. Abraham not 
describing K. struggle against other sects in, 
367; excommunication of Cypriot heretics 
by, 387; high standing of silk craftsmen in, 
141 n; in Byz., Chr. slant of marginal groups 
in, 4l5n; in Byz., danger of ostracism by, 
392; in Byz., TbM’s indictment of Mish., 
strongest ever pronounced in, 402; intersect¬ 
arian debates no novelty in, 387; low rating 
of tanners in, 141 n: native, incompatibility 
ofK. with, argued, 356; of Fustat, high standing 
of a K. lady in, 298n; parallel centrifugal 
forces in, and in Muslim society, 10; religious 
behavior of a segment of, deciding fate of 
whole, 293; role of the Bible in, as seen by 
K. and M., 407; sectarianism needs standing 
in, equal to R_, 14; seen by DaK as split along 
Pal-vs-Diaspora line, 31 If: Syro-Pal, embattled 
against Bab. centralism, 382 

K. : ByK scholars cite only feuds over 
principle still at work in, 345; of Pal., in Golden 
Age, 24; regional differentiation of, not suffi¬ 
ciently appreciated, 302*; universal consensus 
unattainable In, in lOthC, 221 

problems confronting, and the right to 
reforms, 359; R.: conflicts within, 45, 301n; 
regional differentiation of, 302; some ByM 
rejoin. 415 

Socio-economic: conflicts within Km, 45; 
disparity in Islam, 10; diversification of ByKm, 
170f, 174; effects of a ban, 386; pattern of M. 
comm,, and the calendar, 384; structure of 
ByJ, geared to urbanization, 182; ties, and 
the directions of M. assimilation, 415 
Socio-religious: activity, 293, 385; boundary. 

between Km and Rm, 314; creativity, 219 
Softeners, guild of, 176nf 
Soharim (traders), 170 

Solar calendar, see Calendar, s.; s. month, 
273-75, 377, 377nf, 393 {see Mensal unit); 
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s. principle of time reckoning (and of day 
measure), 377-79, 378n, 365, 386n; s. year, 
270, 377, 378n, 393 
Solidarity, regional, 316 
Solomon, K. Nasi, 83n 
Solomon, K. pseudo-Messiah, lOOn 
Solomon, “the Egyptian,” 167n 
Solomon b. Yehudah, Pal. gaon, 4 Inf, 43*, 
45n, 50n, 99n 
Song of Songs, see Canticles 
Sources of cognition. 218n, 229n. See also K. 

roots of jurisprudence 
Sozopolis, 109 

Spain: BoT, from, 143; Ibn Daud’s biased 
summary of K. creativity referring only to, 
359n, 365n; impact of PaK scholarship reached, 
207*, 346n; J. of, esp. opposed to morning- 
to-moming day count, 378; K-R cal. feuds 
in, 345f*; K. in, see K, in; Khazars in, 74n, 
75; paucity of K. lit. production in, due to 
ruthless extermination, 359n; persistent memo¬ 
ries in, of contacts with YbY and Pal., 346*; 
R. learning well developed in, 359; R. in, see 
R. of; spread of Km in, 79; stress in, on R. 
unanimity. 358f; visitors to Pal. from, 301n; 
works of YbA and YbY popular in, 346n, 359n 
Spelling: of Ba'albek{i ), 384n; of TbM’s name, 
419n 

Spirit [man's], and God's punishment, 369n 
Spiritual endeavor, J., and Km, 18 
St. Demetrius fair, 148n, 328f, 329n 
St. Panteleemon, 147 

Standardization of life in Middle East, 221 
Statistics, Statistical, 34f*, 145f, 154-62*, 163, 
257n 

Stenon, 145, 147* 

Strait (between P4ra and Constantinople), 
143n, 172. See Golden Horn 
Stranger(s), denouncement [mistrust] of, 362, 
363n. See also Aliens; Foreigners 
Strategy, R., against K., 354-64 
Stringency [rigor, strictness], ritual: degree of, 
expected in Diaspora, 321; of 'Anan, 16; of 
K. laws, 61 f, 8If, 177. 218, 326n 
Strobilos, Strobiliote, 116f 
Students:ByR, in Bab., 188*; K., see K. in Byz.— 
ByK s., and K. in Jerusalem—JeKAcademy 
Study, 249*, 360, 442 

Study Trip(s): 186-89, 188*, 202f, 257, 318f, 
442; of Jacob b. Simon, 188f; of TbM, 43f. 
49 f, 50nf, 140, 188 

"Sublimation,” of messianism into program of 
penance, 16 
Sublime Porte, 141n 
Subversion, 21, 356, 392 
Sukkah, 284 

Sukkoth , 272, 333n, 34ln. See also Festival of 
Booths. 

Sulkhat [Eski Krim], 60*, 126n 
Sunna, 223* 

Sunnite view of consensus, 222* 

Surnames, see Names 

Surveyfs) of J. Sects, 372f; see also Jacob Kirk., 
“Survey of J. Sects” by 
Survival: J., and settlement in Jerusalem, 310; 
of Arabic-written classics through Heb. tr., 
452; of Km, 5-7, 25; of Samaritans, 6; of 
Yudgbanism in lOthC, 367n; struggle for, 
of later ByKra, 456 

Synagogue, Rabbanite, K. secession from, 
259, 317n. See also Mother Synagogue 
Synagogue(s): and BoTs statistics, 156, 157n; 
ByR; 262. 346; K. raised in, 357* 
demolished by al-Hakim, 167n; Jerusalem 
J. burnt in, 454; of Constantinople, 142*, 
143n; scriptural readings in, 251n, 447*; 
status of, in 'Anan's doctrine, 16, 182n 
Synagogue ceremonial [service]; by Abraham 
Maimuni, 254; by 'Anan, 16 


Synagogue rite, Byz., 151; Synagogue sextons, 
178. See also House of Worship 
Syncretism, 279, 403n 
Synnada, Synnadic, 114*, 117 
Syria: Armenians migrating into Byz-held 
portions of, 103; builders of ByKm came 
from, 319; Byz. offensive in, and its effects, 
31n, 88-90*, 95-102*, 166, 385f; Chr. 

of, affected by cal, controversy, 280n; 
danger of pilgrim traffic in, after Seljuk con¬ 
quests, 325; emigration of Mish. from, to 
Bab., questioned, 383n; high standing of 
sectaries in, 382; 'Isunians in, 214, 215n, 
381n; Jacob b. Ephraim, visitor from, 381nf; 

J. immigration to Byz. from, under Basil and 
Lecapenus, impossible, 85; J. in, see J. in; 

K, in, see K. in; Kirk, bad no information 
on sectarianism in, 382n; migration waves 
from, 104*; M. and K. immigrating to, 382nf, 
383; M. in, see M. in; PaK could hardly 
reach beyond, 84; personal and commercial 
ties with, preserved by immigrants to Byz., 
110; population figures of, 160; R. in, see R. 
of; resp. roles of, and of Bab., in the J. sect¬ 
forming process, 383f*; transfer of center 
of Muslim activity from, to Baghdad, 12; 
under the Tulunids, and Km, 23, 84, 382n 

Syrian by-name Ba'albekt, 415; S. cities, decline 
of, 96-98; S. commerce, 90, 98, 101; S. J., 
see J. in; S. K., see K. in; S. merchants in 
Byz., 80*; S. M., see M. in; S. movement of 
Severus-Sarini, not reported by Kirk., 382n; 
S. R„ see R. of; S. regions, conquered by 
Byz., M. and K. hailing from, 385 
Syrians, rights of, in Constantinople, 104n 
Syro-Byzantine Mm, 383-85, 414 
Syro-Egyptian Jewry, I60n 
Syro-Palestinian: centers, 385; expanse, 375n, 
381; J. comm., 384; R. society, 382 


Tabaristan, 165 

Tabernacle, building of, 178 

Tables, astronomical, precalculated. 251n, 380 

Tafsir on Pentateuch, by Saadyah, 226n 

Takiyyah (“Caution”), 380n 

Takkanah , Takkartoth , 349, 359 

Talavera, 40n 

Talmid hakham, 249 

Talmud: “abominable things” and “secrets” 
of, 240f*, 259*, 260, 362n; against ascribing 
Divine origin to, 284; anthropomorphic 
homilies in, sneered at by K., 240*, 264; 
asserting its authority in Jewry under Islam, 
6, 10, 12f; ByK re-evaluation of [“new look” 
at], 239-45*, 339; countered by 'Anan’s 
Book of Precepts, 17; early K. opposition 
to, 240; hailed by ByK as coming from K. 
fathers, 241*, 243*, 344; heretics in “Land 
of Kedar” unaware of, 62; Km’s existence 
inseparable from, 240; K. argumentation 
against, allegedly borrowed by Chr. and 
Muslims, 39nf; K. partnership in, claimed, 
242, 344; K. study of, 240f*; K. focusing 
attacks on differences of opinion in, 269, 
357f; K. indebted to, in allegorizing biblical 
image of Deity, 264; kiyas indebted to, 17, 217 
“new look” at: and TbM, 244f, 245n, 
440nf; and YbY, 243f; resulting in K. adoption 
of R. cal. cycle, 339f 
opposition to, a protest against J. Central 
Authorities, 5; Oral Law embodied in, 5; 
principle of “do’s supersede the do-not's” 
in, 405n; positive approach to, ascribed to 
earlier K. authorities, 241; submission to 
authority of, makes R. less exposed to separat¬ 
ist tendencies, 399 
Talmud-minded idea] of study, 249n 
Talmudic authorities [institutions], see J. Central 
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Authorities; t. authority, expansion of, 12f, 
221; t. discussion of "fowl with milk,” 289; 
t. etymology, of sha'atnez, 176n; t. expression 
[metaphor], chosen as title of K: lit. project, 
245n, 440nf; t. hermeneutics, emulated by 
K., 17, 209, 217; t. homilies, K. attack on, 
257; t. Judaism, works of, TbM familiar with, 
245; t. legislation [law]; ByK fighting against, 
while claiming partnership in Talmud, 242; 
forceful promotion of, calls forth defiance, 
3f, 10; Km bom in battle against, 240; levelling 
action of, 5; on ablutions, not followed by 
EgR women, 254; orders regional customs 
out of existence, 5, 209; policies of J. Central 
Authorities identified with, 5 ( see also R. 
legislation) 

t. literature, 209; t. majority, and consensus, 
221; t. sages [masters], 35, 217n, 265, 284, 
356, 358 (see also R. scholars); t. sayings, 
ByK endorsement of, 243; t. scholar, type 
of, and K. ideal of study, 249; t. scholars, K., 
260; t. scholarship, R. lists of Bible difficulties 
designed to bolster, 409n; t. sources, under¬ 
lying, but not merely repeated by TbE, 268; 
t. studies, neglect of by K. deplored, 240n; 
t. tradition: claimed unreliable, 269; K. op¬ 
position to, and hafatakah, 232; practices 
sanctioned by, avoided under K. influence, 
257; R. call for reliance, on, 285 

t. uniformity, resented, 10. See also Anti- 
talmudic 
Talmudism, 213 
Tamid, 406n 

Tanners, Tanning, llSn, 141*, 145, 176f• 
Tarsus, 95-97, 97nf, 106, 107* 113 
Tataric surnames, 58 
Taurus, 107n 

Taxation, Tax(os), 38n, 116*, 157, 182-84*, 
325, 329-31* 

Tchangri, 127 

Tchelebi (K. surname), 58 

Teachers (jobs), 171, 178 

“Teacherfs)” [ham-Melammed, ham-Melamme- 
dim]. 310*, 313, 419f* 441, 445n, 448 
"Teachers of Jerusalem,” 185n 
Teachings, see Doctrine(s) 

Technical details in Scripture, explained, 173f, 
178; t. knowledge, of ByK, 177f; t. terms, in 
Greek, 177f*, 198; t. professions, K. in, 174,178 
Technology, standard of, in Byz., 178 
Temple, 16, 178, 313, 400 

Temple Sacrifices [T. Ritual], 356, 360f 

Second Temple, see Second Commonwealth 
Tenants, 179 

Territorial peripheries of Diaspora, 5; t. principle 
of abib, 345; t. restoration, and the 'Ananite 
synagogue, 16; t. segments of Jewry, and the 
Pal-vs-Bab contest, 301; t. self-segregation, 
preached by 'Anan, 16 
Teru’ah, Teru'olh. 28 3f* 

Textilefs), 142n, 145, 151, 174-76*, 198 
Thanksofferings, 384n, 400-13* 

Thebes, 141n, 149, 157, 158n 
Theme(s), imperial, 100*, 103, 108, 385 
Theodosius II, 143n 

Theology, Theologians, 39n, 92n, 165, 218 
Theological aspects of intra-J controversy, and 
the Arab historians, 39*; t. expressions, in 
Greek, 198; t. implications of "Ideal of Pover¬ 
ty,” 46n; t. premises of Judaism, and Mish., 
401f; t. scepticism, 399; t. tract(s), 417* 
Theophanes Continuatus, 115n 
Theory: of ByK beginnings: "Armenian,” 64nf; 
"Crimean,” 58-64*; "Khazar,” 64-79*; "Mis¬ 
sionary,” 79-85*, 425, 451 
of "haste” in ByK literature, 190n, 193n, 
425*; of Sadducean-K kinship, 4n, 20 
Theory and Practice, in Mm, 379, 380*, 385, 
39 If, 404n 


Tkeds, 423n 

Thessalonica: J, in, see J. in; K. in, see K. in; 
K-R feud in, 148a, 328-36*, 351; messianic 
movement in, 148n, 184n, 330n; TbE in, 148*, 
330* 

Thessalonican fair of St. Demetrius, 148n, 
328f, 329n; T. J. tax, 329-31 *: T. K-R calendar 
feud, 328-36*, 351 
Tibbon, see Yehudah ibn Tibbon 
Tibbonid School, 444 

pre-Tibbonid translators, 191f 
Tiber River, 108 
Tiflis, 128, 369f 

[at-]Tiflisi, see Abu ‘Imran at-Tiflisi 
Tiflisism, Tiflisitc Creed [sect], Tifiisites, 128, 
366-72*, 382 
Tigris River, 88 
Timothy (Katholikos), 254n 
Tinnis, 48, 112n 
Tirapzin [Trabzon], 123 

Tishri (month); BenN on, 274*; feuds over, 
333n, 340nf, 345-47, 347n; Pentateuchal 

reading cycle beginning in, 25In, 447n; R. 
order of festivals beginning in, 281, 333n, 
340n; teru'oth for, 284 
Tithe(s), 181, 182n 

Titles; of Byz. officials, in Sefer ha-Osher, 198; 
of ByK books, show conscious eclecticism 
and encyclopedic designs, 440, 442; R., 

academic, 53n, 199n 

Tobias b. Eliezer of Castoria (and Thessalonica): 
accusations of, answered by ByK, 361 f; accus¬ 
ing ByK of foreignness, 363f*; addresses 
opponents only twice as K„ 262, 290*; admits 
only once familiarity with K. commentary, 
76n, 262f, 290, 366n; admits twilight position 
of some ByR on calendation, 27If; affirms 
evolution of Halakhah, 359; against followers 
of Solar month, 273-75*, 393f; against K. 
demand of lunar observation, 270, 348—50, 
352*; against K. practice of mourning on 
Sabbath, 268; against “sinners of Israel,” 
331*; and BKLP, 332n, 365nf; and ELA, a 
comparison, 262; and Ibn Daud, a comparison, 
269*, 355f*, 358f, 359n; and JbR, a comparison 
of interpretations, 332n; and Passover incident, 
272f; and Saadyah, 33f, 393; and Thessalonican 
feud, 330f, 331n, 333f; answered by Hadassi, 
263n. 284*, 360n; applied K. allegorizing 
method to midrashic imagery, 264; argument 
of unity by, resembling that of Bab. exilarch, 
350n; blurring the differences between K. 
and M., 39 3f; claims intercalation formula 
stemming from Adam, 270*, 349*; composed 
no special tract against K., 262, 356; concerned 
little with K. scholastic dissent, 265; contacts 
of, with K., 33f, 148; contemporary with ELA, 
357; decried K. as novices, 355, 361* 
defending: Aggadah, 264f*, 393n; R. calen¬ 
dar, 269-75*, 348-50*, 352*; R. law of levirate, 
289; R. transmission, 355—60*; R. view on 
"morrow after the Sabbath, 276-79*; Sabbath 
candles, 265-69*, 355n, 358; shofar blowing, 
2B3f*; traditional practices not mentioned in 
Torah, 283 , 285*, 287n 
denying any value to K, literature and 
scholarship, 360f*, 365n; did not know Arabic, 
290; emphasizes K-R divergence, 262; exploits 
scriptural passages to deprecate Km, 262, 
330f, 331n, 356; hails R. practices as transmitted 
by Prophets to the Sages, 356*, 358; homily 
on Canticles by, two versions of, 331 n; leading 
ByR Jewry: 261, 271, 291, 355. 432; in the 
time of the First Crusade, 263*, 333*, 348, 393 
lumping together criticism of solar calendar 
with critique of Km, 275, 393f; main anti-K 
attack of, in context of Levitieus, 361 n, 432f; 
mentions no K. scholar or book by name, 
262; mistakenly placed in Germany, 33; not 
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addressing his attack against K„ but against 
R. influenced by K„ 291 

on: Angel Intermediary, 29ln; “error” 
of K., 290nj J. heresy and the Gentiles, 331*; 
K. as detached from main course of J. 
history, 361; K. as opposed to evolutionary 
process, 361; K. introducing arbitrary innova¬ 
tions, 361*; K-R academic divergences, 291n; 
late appearance of K., 361 *; law of first-born, 
291; legislative rights of each generation, 
349, 3S9; martyrdom of Rhineland I., 333n; 
method of the Bible, 265; ‘omer, 277*; R. as 
present In time of Temple and Prophets, 360f*; 
reforms, 349, 3S9f; ritual slaughter as Mosaic 
tradition, 287*; role of leaders in each genera¬ 
tion. 349* 

paraphrasing older texts, 270n, 331nf; 

perhaps answering TbM, 287*; perhaps 
referring to M„ 274f, 393f 

polemics of, against K.: 33n, 76n, 261-79*, 
283-91*, 330f. 33Inf, 348-50*. 352*, 355-64*, 
393f, 4320 bear testimony of K. growth in 
Byz., 34, 261, 291, 361*; method of, 33, 262f, 
275, 355f, 393f 

preceded Ibn Daud by two generations, 
355, 359; present in Thessalonica in late 
ItthC, 148*. 261, 330; R. apologist, 264f, 
271, 356; references of, to Crusades, 263*, 
333*: refutes K. on bigamy, 289f*; reports 
an interpretation in name of his father, 332n; 
repudiates Chr. reckoning as part of his anti-K 
critique, 278f: scoring csp. K-R divergences 
of practice, 265, 291*; silent on K. permission 
of “fowl with milk,” 289: stressing absence of 
intra-R argument on traditions, 35B*; stressing 
K, ignorance of Temple procedure, 360f*; 
summarizes anti-K arguments preceding 
the Crusades, 263; uses: Arabic terms for 
precious stones, 290n; Greek equivalents for 
Hebrew terms, 290n; phrase “commandment 
of men teamed by rote” in sectarian sense, 
283n; warding off K. Invasion on practical 
details of worship, 283, 291; writes for typical 
ByR synagogue audience, 261 f; younger 
contemporary of TbM, 278, 357 

-s’ Lekah Tob: allusion(s) to contemporary 
events In, 330f, 33In, 333; and Seder hak- 
Kabbaiah, a comparison, 33Sf; anti-K polemic 
in, on fat-tail, 287*; antl-K texts in, belong 
mainly to Lev. section, 361 n, 432f; argument 
in, on ‘'morrow after the Sabbatb,” unprece¬ 
dented, 278; bibliography of, 33nf, 26Inf; 
commentary on Pentateuch and the Five 
Scrolls, 262, 356; comparative study of, and 
of ByK compilations, imperative, 332n; 
composed during and after the First Crusade, 
263*, 333*; eclectic character of, 33ln; indica¬ 
tive of Ideas preached In ByR synagogues, 
262, 264; indispensable for tracing K-R rela¬ 
tions In Byz., 263f, 355; indulging in anti-K 
polemics only where biblical text permitted, 
262, 356; on Canticles, and Sefer ha~‘Osher, a 
comparison, 332n; reflects R. strategy vs 
ByKm, 355f; refuted by ByK polemicists in 
12thC, 263*, 278n, 331, 33lnf; typical Byz. 
Midrash, 262f. 356 

Tobias b. Moses: 66n, 82n, 199n, 231n; active: 
before EL A, 246*. 448n; before Hadassi, 
433, 438; before Maimonldes, 451n; in Pal. 
affairs, SO 

admits K. wen raised In R. synagogues, 
357*; adopted details of R. exegesis. 244fi 245n; 
against moming-to-moming count of days 
394-97*, 404; against R. proscription of 
kinoth on Sabbath, 268*; against Saadyah, 
44n, 260*, 288n, 357n, 389-91*, 395; against 
sanction of abrogation, 412f; against stringency 
of K. marriage law, 82; allegedly bom a R., 
5Inf; and ‘Ananlte Maxim, 212*. 420n, 421; 


and ha'atakah, 224*, 226*, 229f, 239 (see 
also Tobias Doctrine); and JbR, a comparison 
of materials, 448; and LbY’s Code, 227n, 
446*; and the Nathan b. Abraham affair, 
44; and YbY, 49f*, 244, 324*, 4l9n, 446nf 
anti-M excursuses and polemic of: 119, 
374-76, 387-415*; additional texts of, still 
unrecovered, 375*; and BoTs account of 
Cypriot heretics, 386n; and Kjrk.'s account, 
a comparison, 375f, 403, 403nf, 414; internal 
K. reasons for, 398f; Mish.’s byname in, 
383nf, 415; not prompted by scholarly conside¬ 
rations alone, 387; on calendar, 383n, 394—97*, 
406; on dietary laws, 288n, 383n, 389n—91n, 
406; on Mish.’s Chr. orientation and apostasy, 
376, 378n, 396, 401-4,402n-4n, 408, 411-15; 
on thanksofferings, 384n, 400-13*; possible 
indebtedness to YbA in, 375n, 382n, 401n, 
414; primarily referring to ByR, 388; reflecting 
llthC Byz. conflict, 374, 375n, 376, 409, 414; 
stressing all-J need for combatting Mm, 395f; 
the true K-M divide as presented by, 405-8, 
411-13; unparalleled in K. polemics, 387, 402; 
utilized by AbE, 384n, 389n 
anti-R polemics of, 43f, 260*, 287f, 288n, 
357*, 388, 390-95*; anti-Saadyan arguments 
of, most powerful in K. literature, 260*, 390; 
appraised correctly the intentions of Mish., 
412n; arranging materia] in Question-and- 
Answer form, 441 f, 442n; attacking R. doc¬ 
trine, while borrowing from R. literature, 260; 
attained leadership before mid-llthC, S3; 
bibliography on, 27n; bom in Constantinople, 
51, 5Inf, 139f, 244, 357; builder and initiator 
of BKLF, 422, 442, 449f; collaborators of, 
called “Compilers,” 439; concedes Rm’s 
historical precedence over Km, 357*; conscious 
eclecticism of, 440*; conscious of own gram¬ 
matical errors and misquotations, I91n, 420, 
422, 424, 426, 430, 441; considered David b. 
Bo'az and YbA equal in authority, 448 
correspondence of: editions of, 27n, 43n, 
49, 32n; from Jerusalem to Fustat. 27n, 43f, 
49f, 5On, 245*, 420nf, 428f*; in Egypt, 27n, 
51-53*, 427f; name and name of father in, 
4l8nf, 436n; spurious, 324,325*; with Jerusalem, 
on calendar, 324—26*, 375n, 433f 
credited with introducing PaKm into Byz., 
31; critical of David b. Bo'az and YbA, 258; 
critique of R. tradition by, 357*; decisive 
ByK modifications only after, 250; denying 
admissibility of thanksofferings on Passover, 
400f, 41 Of; deprecating R. literature, 362n; 
diasporic leadership displayed by. In larger 
colophon to ON , 437n; did not compose 
commentary on Exodus, 438; echoes feelings 
of K. in R. comm., 352f; echoes R. disapproval 
of Hezekiah’s action on thanksofferings, 400n; 
editorial work of, 438, 441; enacting liturgical 
decrees, 53; encyclopedic objectives of, 440; 
epithets of, 4l9n, 422, 449; evaluation of lit. 
activity of, 449f; familiar with R. literature, 
245, 260; fighting assimilation, yet leading 
to adjustment, 250; formulae after the dead 
as used by, 419nr; formulation of K. roots 
of jurisprudence by, 226n, 238n; gives dues 
to publication plan of BKLP, 438; Greek 
glosses by: atticisms of, 195; in anti-M excur¬ 
suses, 396; in translations of al-Basir's works, 
80n, 441n 

grieving over death of al-Basir, 5ln; hailing 
all-J and world unity on evening-to-evening 
day count, 397; hailing K. prohibition of all 
fats, 391; Hebrew Saadyan quotations of, 
227n, 390nf; Hebrew terminology of, 422f*; 
father of, 332n, 4l8nf, 436n; idealization of 
K. intellectualism and piety by, 420* 
421; identity of. confused sometimes' 
419n; in contact with important personalities* 
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even R., 50*, 245*: inclination of, 

to long-winded exegesis, 43 If; incorrectly 
interpreting the Hezekiah story on thanks- 
offerings, 400n; indebtedness of: to David 
b. Bo'az, 258*, 261n, 419, 421, 428; to 
SbY, 259n: to YbA, 212*, 258*, 261n, 
375n, 382n, 401n, 414, 419, 421, 448 

independent contribution of, 258f, 4ZI; 
initiates solutions to ByK problems, 456; 
inviting ByR to join anti-M campaign, 388; 
late traditions on, 31*, 49; leader of ByKm, 
27, 43f, 53 , 201, 203 , 244f, 324, 357, 376, 
394 427' leaving Pal. for personal reasons, 
44 ’50, 5 In, 427; legal fiction by, claiming 
presupposed biblical support for Byz. practices, 
232-34 239: lends sanction to equation 

of consensus with tradition, 224, 229; 

linguistic aspects of creations by, 191n, 
192, 420, 422-26*, 430; lists Mish. 

along with evangelists, 408, 413. 415n; 
messianic spirit of, in smaller colophon to 
ON 437n- more Involved than others in 
combatting Mm, 375f, 413; “Mourner,” 43, 
50*. 418, 419n, 421, 427-29*, 437n; name of. 
419n 436n; not invoicing “mourning” outside 
Pal '427-29; not perturbed by trilingualism 
of his works, 424, 426; not referred to by 
later ByK as Abel, 428*; older contemporary 
of TbE, 278, 357 , J 

on: "abominable things” of the Talmud, 
240f, 241n, 259*; fat-tail, 260n, 287f*, 389f, 
389n-91n; melikah, 260n; obligauon of study, 
249' Saadyan translation method, 423*; 
Sabbath laws, 43Bn; sincerity of K. opposition 
to R. tradition, 357; translation, 423*; verifica¬ 
tion of Torah, 238n; wasting of knowledge, 249 
one path from, to Bash., 250f; opposition 
of, to K. Patriarchate, 44, 419n, 427; passed 
into K. history as “Translator, 422, 449f; 
perhaps answered by TbE, 287f*; perhaps 
author of Marpe la-‘Esem, 429n; perhaps 
copied books for Tustari, 419n; permits 
cutting ‘omer on holiday, 278*, 435n; pointing 
to difficulty of providing material for iJKLP, 
424 426; possibly a pupil of Abul-FaraJ 
Hanin, 50; projecting back UthC Byz. situa¬ 
tion into life story of Mish., 415; providing 
scholarly justification for Sabbath eve, 397; 
pupil of al-Basir, 50, 50nf, 438n, 441n, 445, 
449- quotes from lost M. literature, 398; 
quotes R. homilies, 245; rearranges material 
in translations. 444n; re-evaluation of Talmud 
by 244f, 440nf; referring loosely to transla¬ 
tions and originals, 438n, 444n; referring to 
“K. comm, in Land of Edom,': 153; refuting 
R. accusation of K-M affinity, 390; remem¬ 
bered as ‘Obed, 428 *. 449; remembered mainly 
for BKLP, 449; repealing K. slogan of indivi¬ 
dualistic exegesis. 420f; reporting conversion 
to Km in Byz., 258f*; respect of, for David 
b. Bo'az, 419n; respected by later ByK, 432; 
revised chronology of, 49-51*, 53 

scribe, 50n, 418, 419n; selected talmudic 
expression for title of lit. project, 245n, 440nf; 
share in Peddlers' Bag undefined, 441; stressing 
K. concentration on literal meaning of Scrip- 
ture 398: student of JeKAcademy, 43f, 491, 
50nf, 53, 140, 188, 244, 427-30, 437n, 449; 
supplemented Pal. notes with later comments 
from Byz. scene, 434f; talmudic scholar, 
260; thesis of “two—," 32Sn, 419n; translating 
activity of, 49, 80n, 192, 37Sn, 425n, 438n, 
441n. 443-50; "Transmitter,” 449f; treated 
J. calendar in nonextant vol. of ON, 375n, 
433-35; using standard K. thesaurus of scrip¬ 
tural verses. 420f, 420n; using term(s): “enrich¬ 
ment,” 440n; kabbalah, 228*; muhal./™, 
329n; “priests,” for R. and M., 376*, 391, 
396, yerushshah, 231n 


visited Egypt, 52f*, 419n; wielding authority 
over ByK before 1048, 53*, 33Sn; writing 
dirges, 50n; wrongly credited with; comment¬ 
ary on whole Pentateuch, 436n; Yehi Me’oroth, 

3On, S2n, 263n 

-’s Book of Precepts, 52n, 433n, 435n, 438n 
-*s Osar Nekmad: and ELA, the only extant 
ByK compilations of llthC, 433; another, 
ascribed by Lucki also to al-Basir and YbY, 
433nf; anti-M refutations in, 374f, 375n, 
383n-94n, 401f*. 406, 410nf, 413; Arabic 
words and clauses left untranslated in, 
424-26, 424n; based on notes accumulated 
for research, 425f; built on confrontation 
of two Pal. schools, 258, 261n, 421, 448; 
ceased to be copied, 432 
colophon(s) of: larger: analysis of, 421-43*; 
comparison of with smaller, 436f, 437n; text 
of, 50n, 258n, 418-21*; smaller, 436f, 437n 
content of. built on course in JeKAcademy, 
432; confusion regarding authorship of, 
434n; editions of, 29n, 260nf, 374, 374nf, 
390n, 394n, 41 In; emphasis in, on TbM’s 
“mourning” contrary to accepted procedure, 
427-29; entitled Wayylkra hag-Gadol, 433-35, 
434n; fragments of David b. Bo'az’s Comment¬ 
ary in, 448; ha'atakah in, 225; Hebrew trans¬ 
lations in, 424, 430f, 443, 448; included in the 
Peddlers' Bag, 440-43; interpreting the Priestly 
Lore, 419, 431-38*; kabbalah in, 228n; Kirk.’s 
and Saadyah’s discussions of Mm incorporated 
in, 383n; let fall into oblivion, 432; LbY’s 
Code written half a century before, 227n; 
long-winded exegetical design of, 431f, 432n— 
34n, 436n 

MS of, Bodleian: and Lucki’s. 433nf; 
covering first ten chapters of Lev., 29n, 375n, 
431, 434, 434nf, 439; first of a series of note¬ 
books, 432, 437f; guide to the original plan 
of BKLP, 441-43; made known by Neubauer, 
29n, 5On, 258n, 418nf, 421, 437n; referring 
to earlier discussion(s), 438n 
MS of, Lucki’s, 433nf; nature of. and the 
report on conversion to Km, 258f; no mere 
compilation, 258, 421; nonextant volumes 
of, 324n, 375*, 433-35*; not a translation in 
the accepted sense, 422; note-book(s) of: 
430-38*; first, on Lev. 1-10 (extant), 375n, 
431, 434f*, 438; on Lev. 19 (nonextant), 
435n; on Lev. 23 (nonextant), 324n, 375a, 
434, 43 5n; second, on Lev. 11 (nonextant), 
434n; third, on Lev. 12-15 (nonextant), 434n 
only fragment of, preserved in one single 
copy, 432; part of a broader plan, though 
limited to Lev., 438, 440; part of BKLP, 
427; perhaps the source of Ibn Ezra on Mm, 
378n; reconstruction of M-K relations based 
on, and on Kirk., 374—76; scope of, limited 
to Lev., 226n, 361n, 374, 375n, 419, 431-38*; 
spelling of Ba'albeki in, 384n; structure of, 
multivolume, 431-38*; superseded by abridg¬ 
ments, 432; title of, revealing encyclopedic 
design and eclecticism, 440; trilingual amalgam 
in, 424-26; TbM apologizing for non-lit. 
origin of, 430; underlying later polemics 
against Mish., 372n, 389n; wrongly ascribed 
to YbY, 278n, 324n 

-'s piyyutim, 55nf, 352f, 352n, 418nf 
-'s translations (of al-Basir’s works), 80n, 
375n, 425n, 438n, 44ln, 444n, 445f* 

Tobias Doctrine, 233-39*, 435n 
Tobias School, 192, 227nf, 238, 260, 446 
Toledo: 34, 40n, 301n, 359n, 363; Khazars in 
67, 74n 

Toleration, 164n 

Tomb [Grave]; of Isaac Nappalia, 35In; of 
SbY, 99n 

Topography; of J. quarters in Constantinople, 
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142*; of K. dwellings in Constantinople, 
144n, 146 

Torah: 253, 285, 31 If, 348, 3S6f, 411; adding 
to, or subtracting from, 360; “fence around 
the,” 359; language of, 265. See also Bible; 
Pentateuch; Scripture; Written Law 
Torah, as root of jurisprudence, 226n, 237f, 238n 
Trabzon, see Trebizond 
Tract on Festivals, see Joseph al-Basir 
Trade, see Commerce 
Traders, see Merchants 

Tradition(s): absence of, among K., decried, 
35n, 360; ancient, and precalculated calendar, 
270, 349; and ByK development of ha'atakah, 
228, 230-34, 237, 239; and consensus, 223f, 
230f, 237; and moming-to-morning day count, 
386nf; and preservation of biblical figures 
of speech, 265; any Hebrew term for, is of R. 
origin, 225; Byz., and Km, 320; early ByJ, 
of referring to Mish. as Ba'albeki, 384n; 
impact of, admitted by K., 224; independent, 
of Pal., 13; K., paraphrased by Arab historians, 
305; late ByK, concerning TbM, 31*. 49, 
447n; M. adherence to R. calendar sanctified 
by, 384; mishnaic, on shofar, 284; Mosaic, 
of Sabbath candles, debated, 269; of Hai, 
on cal. reform, 351n; of world leader¬ 
ship in Jewry, 319f; oral, denoted by R. ha'a- 
takah, 228; prophetic [and priestly]: and 
early K. references to hd’atakah, 227, 229nf, 
232n; claimed as basis of R. practices, 220n, 
356-58 

R. [normative, talmudic]: AbJ on, 232n; 
apologia of, in Seder hak-Kabbalah and Lekah 
Tab, 356; historical continuity of, hailed, 
355; K. opposition to, and ha'atakah, 232; 
meant by SbY’s kabbalah, 228n; practices 
sanctioned by, avoided by some ByR, 257; 
R. calling for reliance on, 285; reliability of, 
hailed and debated, 269, 356-59*; TbM on 
sincerity of K. opposition to, 357 

R. concept of, denoted and repudiated in 
early K. borrowing of R. terms, 225; regional, 
and dissident consensus, 224; variations of, 
and plurality of sects, 11; yerushshah, as R. 
concept of, 23 In 

“Chain of Tradition [Transmission],” 265, 
357, 359f 

Tradition-mindedness, 216 
Traditional appellation of Mish., and by-name, 
383; t. customs, abandoned by M., 413; t. 
folkways, K. opposition to, 283; t. Judaism 
[J. mode of life], ByK inroads on, 291, 355; 
t. K. order of festivals, 281, 340n; t. laws, 
and Byz. abjuration formula, 282; t. obligation 
of ransoming captives, 46; t. practice(s) [obser¬ 
vances], listed and defended by TbE, 283, 
285, 287*; t. prerogatives [supremacy] of Pal. 
in cal. matters, 306, 308; t. pro-K attitude of 
Caliphate, hailed, 364; t. provisions of ritual 
purity, neglected by ByR, 255; t. R. claim 
that Halakhah does not add or subtract from 
Torah, 360; t. R. interpretation of “morrow 
after the Sabbath,” 276, 278; t. ties and institu¬ 
tions, weakening of, in ByKm, 248 
“Traditionists,” 229, 247 
Traffic, see Communication 
Trans-Anatolian Highway [Road System]: 103*, 
107, 112, 114, 131; and the Seljuks, 109, 121, 
325 

Transgressionfs), 311, 395, 402*, 41 If 
Translation: literal, TbM on inadequacy of, 
423n; Marpe la-Esem perhaps not a—, 429n; 
medieval J. terms for, 422f, 423nf; of Divine 
Name and attributes, 423n; of term an-nakl, 
230n; ON not a—, in accepted sense, 422; 
religious self-assertion begins with, 450; 
Saadyanic method of, discussed, 423*; TbM’s 
report on conversion to Km not a—, 259 


Translations, Hebrew, from the Arabic: early, 
Ibn Tibbon’s critique of, 19If; early ByK: 
7, 30, 77n, 188-93*, 332n, 350n, 375n, 416f, 

442- 49*; and compilation, 30, 258, 443f; 
availability of, decides survival of classics, 
452; based on notes of students, 417f, 424—27, 
443f; by Jacob b. Simon, 188, 188nf, 446; by 
TbM, 49, 80n, 192, 375n, 425n, 438n, 441 n, 

443- 50; by Tobias School, 192, 227n, 446; 
expression of self-assertion, 450; impact of, 
on East European Km, 452; negligence of 
style of. 192f, 193n, 424-26; of David b. Bo'az, 
absence of, 448; of al-Basir, 80n, 375n, 
425n, 438n, 44In, 444n, 445f*; of LbY, 
227nf, 271n, 446; of “Survey of J. Sects,” 
underlying Hadassi’s accounts of Tifl. and 
Mish., 370f, 371n, 373f, 374n, 379n; of YbA, 
77f, 77n, 197n, 350n, 448f; of YbY, 188, 188nf, 
446, 446nf; sebel, absent in, 231n; some, 
interlinear, 425*; superseded the Arabic 
originals, 30; underlying Sefer ha-Osher, 
not by JbR himself, 197, 330n, 332n, 448f; 
wrongly considered sponsored by the PaK 
masters, 425, 451 

no ready-made, available to BKLP, 431, 
444; of al-Ghazzali, 237n; of Saadyah, 225*; 
of the Tibbonid School, 443 
Translators: ByK, 191*, 197, 444-46, 448, 
451 (see also Jacob b. Simon, TbM); R., 
191f, 237n 

Transliteration: Arabic, ofHebrew, 417f;Hebrew, 
of Greek, 127, 198n, 199*, 281* 
Transmission : 223n, 227f, 229n-31n, 237; 

“genuine” [an-\akl as-Safuh]. 229nf 
Transmission [Tradition], see Oral Transmission; 

Tradition; Written Transmission 
“Transmitted Truth,” 219 
Travel, Travelers: 151, 186, 325, 337, 413; 
religious problems of, 172f. See also under 
individual names of travelers 
Trebizond [Trabzon]: 120, 121*, 124n, 127; 

J. in, see J. in; K. in, see K. in 
“Trecento,” 141n 

Trespass offerings, 361 
Tribes: Israelite, 400; under Islam, 165 
Trilingualism, Trilingual: (of) ByK literature, 
193n, 424-26, 425n 
Trinity, 402, 403n, 414 
Triumph, Imperial, 92n 
Troki, 38n, S2n, l88n, 452 
Tulunids, 23, 83f, 382n 
Tume’ath Meth, 25 3n 

Turkey [Turkish-conquered provinces of Byz.], 

K. in, see K. in 

Turkic character of Khazar society, 65; T. 
environment, 65n; T. Khazars, 64; T. linguistics 
and folklore, 65n 

Turkic-speaking groups, surviving, 65; Karaimic- 
Turkic dialect, 196 
Turkicized names, of ByK, 200* 

Turkish advance into Europe, 152; T. times 
[period], J. in (nut/ K. in), see J. in Turkey, and 
K, in Turkey; T. place-names, 113n; T. 
provinces under Islam, 165; T. R., see J. in 
Turkey; T. regime, J. under, see J. in Turkey; 
T. road system, 106 
Turks, 109, 142n, 151, 152n, 165 
Tustar, 219n 

Tustari, Abraham, 52nf, 419 
Tustari brothers [family], S2n, 257n 
Twilight position, between Km and Rm, 257*. 
271 

Tyana, 107 
Tyre. 453 

Tzimiskes, see John Tziiniskes 


Ukbara, ‘Ukbarite, 374n, 377, 3B3*, 404n, 
409n, 415 
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[al-]‘Ukbari (by-name), 383, 383nf, 415. See also 
Isma'il al-‘Ukbari; Mishawayah al-‘Ukbari 
Umayyad Caliphate, Umayyad era, 9-12 
Ummanlm shel Meshl, 141n 
‘Umar, tribe of, 165 

Unanimity: all-J: absence of, invoked against 
R. tradition, 357f; demanded for ha'atakah, 
232f; over lunar observation, 377, 378n, 380n 
Bab., 316f; Gentile-J, over evening-to- 
evening day count, argued, 397; K., sanction¬ 
ing cal. lift, 344; K-R, over evening-to-evening 
day count, 397*; R., over principles, claimed, 
269 358f 

Unbelief, Unbeliever, 38In, 401f, 41 If 
Uncircumcised, 396, 401, 412 
Uncleanliness, see Ritual Undeanlinesa 
Unification: of Jewry, due to Arab conquests, 
10; of Km, by JeKCenter, 399 
Uniform calendar, importance of, 349; u. concep¬ 
tion of Km, 302 

Uniformity: all-Bab,- 315; K., 219f, 314, 399, 
456; R., 10, 12f, 380, 381n, 456 
Uniformitarian pressure, 219 
Uniformization of Km, 399 
Unity: J.: against M. heresy, hailed, 397*; and 
calendation, 270. 293, 307*, 311, 349f, 349n- 
51n; and evening-to-evening day count, 397*; 
and taxes imposed by Gentile governments, 33In 
K.: allegedly caused by Saadyan attack, 23; 
hampered by regional divergences, 220; 
JeKCenter to lead to, 220 

K-R, despite ritual divergence, 36-41, 44, 
46, 48, 53f, 56f, 293; world u., on evening-to- 
evening count, claimed, 397 
Unleavened bread, Greek term for, 281* 

Urban centers of the Caliphate, 5, 10, 45, 219; 
n. character, of ByKm, 181, 182*, 195; u. 
population: J., in 'Abbasid Caliphate, 18, 315; 
K., and cal. difficulties, 322 
u. property, acquisition of, 179 
Urbanization [Urbanistic tendency], 118*, 181f 
•Urf, 208n 
Urfa, see Edessa 
Usui al-Fikh, 223 
Usus, 208 


Va' ad, of Lithuanian Jewry, 38n 
Venice, Venetian(s), 96, 120n, 330 
Verification of Torah, 238* 

Villehardouin, G., 137, 141, 142*, 147nf 
Vilna, 38n 

Vineyardfs), 178, 179*, 180f 
Violence, physical, in K-R relations, 55f*, 329, 
351 

Vitality, popular, of sectarianism, and K. intel¬ 
lect ualism, 19, 209 
Volhynia, 188n 


Watchmen, K., 178 
Wayyikra hag-Gadol, 433-35, 434n 
Wealth [Riches]: amassing of, inherent in dias- 
poric living, 312; aristocracy of, 15, 45, 45nf; 
K., 45f*. 48, 298n, 364 
"Wealthy of Israel,” 312 
Weaving, 174 

Weights, communal supervision of, 286 
Welfare, obligation to care for, 48 
West, 98, 325 (see also, Europe. Western) 
Western environment, 243 ; W. envoy in Byz., 
363n 

"Wilderness of the Peoples," 311 
Wine: of Gentiles, 297, 401; prohibition of, 16, 
313 

Wisdom: and the Heb. Scripture, 408; God’s, 407 
Witchcraft, 282, 283* 

Women, “the Two Wicked,” 22, 316n 
“Wonders,” Future, 455 


Wool: dyeing of, 174; in sha'atnez, 175 

Work tools, Greek names for, 177, 198 

Worship: correct way of, shown in each 
generation, 349; details, of, K-R controversy 
over, 283-85*; diasporic condemned by 
Pal-centrics, 309f, 313; House of, 53f; 
K. freedom of, safeguarded, 54, 55*, 335; 
of “three deities” by Misb., 402, 403n; R., 
influenced by Km, 255n 

Writings [Letters], sent from Pal. to K. abroad, 
187n, 329 

Written Law [Law of the Torah], 17, 218, 233f, 
285 

Written Transmission, 227, 23Inf, 238n 

Written Word [Divine Writ, Word], 21, 239, 
284, 360 

Written Word [Kathub], as root of jurisprudence. 
226n, 237nf 


Xenophobia, Byz., 363* 
Xiphilinos, 195 


Yahad, 293n 

Yahya of Antioch: on: Byz-Muslim wars, 
87n-91n, 95n, 97n, 99n-101n; Easter and the 
J. calendar, 280*; al-Hakiin’s persecutions, 
167n; intra-Chr controversy, 280*, 338n; 
ransom of prisoners, 48 n 
Ya’kub, tribe of, 165 

Yefeth b. ‘All: admiration of, for Byz., 166; 
against Tin., 363nf; allusions of: to Canna- 
thians, 78, 88nf; to Khazars, 66n, 73n, 77f* 
and his circle of rationalists, 212; anti- 
Muslim statements by, 78, 89n, 94f*, 166*; 
appeal of, for settlement in Jerusalem, 187n; 
citing Hai on cal., in Hebrew, 350nf; conced¬ 
ing R. desire for unity, 350n; contemporaneous 
with Nicephor’s campaigns, 31n, 382n; contem¬ 
porary of SbM, 51n, 225n, 351n; criticized 
by TbM, 258; had no complete copy of ’Anan’s 
Book of Precepts, 210n; influence of, on Ibn 
Ezra, 378n; interpreting BenN, 213*, 214f, 
21Sn, 217n; invoking ‘Ananite Maxim, 21 On, 
212*, 217n; invoking R. scholars, 217n; 
JbR’s indebtedness to, 30nf, 77n, 94n, 172n. 
197nf, 299n, 401n, 448* 
on: international situation, 31n, 94f*, 

164*, 166*; messianic calculations, 94n; 

situation in lOthC Baghdad, 88n 
Pal. exegetical school of, opposing David 
b. Bo‘az, 261n, 421, 448; perhaps the source 
of anti-M polemics, 375n, 378n, 382n, 414; 
piyyut of, 187n, 190n; popularity of, 166, 
346n, 350n, 359n, 447-49; preference for, 
not yet in llthC, 448*; representing late 
Golden Age, 8, 185n, 207, 212; the ‘‘Teacher,*’ 
419, 448; ThM’s indebtedness to, 212*, 258, 
261n, 375n, 382n, 401n, 419, 421, 448; western 
orientation of, 166 

-’s Biblical Commentaries: Arabic: on Daniel, 
3 In, 78n, 88nf, 94f*, 166*; on Deuteronomy, 
212n; on Isaiah, 89n; on Leviticus, 350n, 
434n, 448; on Ruth, 197n; on Zechariah. 5 In. 
210n, 212 

^Hebrew versions of, 77f, 77n, 197n, 350n, 

Yefeth b. Sa‘ir, 247n 
Yefeth-Hacar, I., 153n 

Yehi Me’oroth, 29nf, 51nf, 263n, 278n, 294nf, 
350n 

Yehudah (uncle of AbE), 136n 
Yehudah al-Barseloni, 70n 
Yehudah b. Jacob, K. scribe, 125, 125nf 
Yehudah Hadassi: account of ‘Isunians by, 
274n, 38In; account of Mish. by, 373f*, 
377n—79n, 383nf, 389n, 405n; account of 
Till, by, 128n, 370—72, 371nf, 374; accusing 
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R. of persecuting K., 56n; acknowledging 
Saadyan influence on K. thinkin g, 2I8n; 
active two generations after TbM, 433, 438; 
against claim of divine origin of Talmud, 
284*; against evil shepherds, 2B4*; against 
leshon la'az, 298n; against R. leaders of Dias¬ 
pora, 37n; against shofar regulations, 284*; 
and the chronology of Nissi b, Noah, 241n; 
answering TbE, 263n, 284*, 3€0n; ascribing 
a Peddlers' Bag to al-Basir, 441n; author of 
Yehi Me’oroih, 30n, 32n, 263n, 294n, 3S0n; 
borrows term from Ecclesiastes, 242n, 439*; 
citing ‘Allan’s etymology of abib, 300n; conced¬ 
ing R. desire for unity, 350n; confirms multi¬ 
volume structure of ON, 433; confirms scope 
of ON was limited to Lev. alone, 435; 
confrontation of K. and R. schools of 
Judaism by, 392n; enumerates al-Basir's 
works, 441n; epithet for TbM by, 449n; 
fables of, 174*; formulated Articles of Faith, 
200*; giving additional title Wayyikra hag- 
Gadol to ON, 434*, 433; Hebrew version of 
Isllbsar in bands of, 446n; idealistic presenta¬ 
tion of MoZ by, 45n; in al-Hiti’s list of K. 
scholars, 135n; indebted to LbY, 271n; lit. 
mannerisms of, 173n, 296*, 439; name and 
origin of, 129f, 199n; new connotation of 
“Mourner" in time of, 427, 428nf 
on: Angel Intermediary, 29In; calendar, 
271n, 280*, 292n, 337-39*, 350n; calendation 
as witchcraft, 283n; “commandment of men 
learned by rote," 284*; hekkesh, 217nf; K. 
roots of jurisprudence, 217nf, 222n, 230*; 
lit. “enrichment,” 440n; miraculous spring 
in Armenia, 129n; “morrow after the Sabbath,” 
276n; objectionable Aggadoth, 240*; rigoristic 
slant in Km, 326n; Saadyan account of K. 
schism, 294n; sebel, 230, 23In; sha'alnez, 173n; 
slstlh, 17Sn; visit of Oriental K. in Constan¬ 
tinople, 128f 

philosophical glosses of, 195; preserved 
formula of ByK marriage contract, 296*; 
quoting twice Hai’s work on calendar, 
350n; reporting on ByK cal. query, 324*, 
326*. 375n, 433f, 434n; reporting on early 
ByK works, 43Bf*; Sabbath laws of, 62n, 
172f, 173n, 177nf, 180nf. 266n,268*; silkworm 
culture described by, 176n; sometimes included 
in period of K. consolidation, 8; use of term 
kabbalah by, 228n; uses unique terminology 
for “Easter," 280n, 339; transplanted by 
Firkowicz to the Crimea, 58n 
-*s Eshkoi hak-Kofer: alphabets deleted from, 
28n, 439n; anti-Chr passages in, 28n; Arabic 
Jihrlst of, 28n; chronology of, 381n, 442; 
continuity of, with BKLP, 442; edition of, 
28, 28nf, 172n; form of, 28, 173n, 296*, 442; 
Hehrew epitome of, 28n, 32n; importance of, 
28, 28nf, 442; MSS of, 28*, 31nf, 63n; meaning 
of title, 442; "Signs of Messiah" in, 28n; 
sources underlying, 438nf; Yehi Me’oroih, 
collectanea for, 30n, 52n, 263n, 350n 
Yehudah Hallevi, 33n, 70, 173n, 345f* 

Yehudah Happarsi, 273f 
Yehudah [al-]Harizi, 151 


Yehudah ibn Kuraish, 237n 
Yehudah ibn Tibbon, 19 If, 34Sn 
Yehudah Mosconi, 199n 
Yehudah Nathan, 237n 
Yehudah Savuskan, 132n-35n 
Yehudah Tishbi, 32n 
Yehudal Gaon, 13 
Yemen, MoZ in, 428n 
Yerushalmi, K. pilgrim title, 428n 
Yerushshah ["Heritage”], 230nf 
Yeshu'ah b. Yehudah: and establishment of Km 
in Spain, 346n; and Khazars, 66n, 73n; and 
TbM, 49 *, 244, 324*, 419n, 446nf; anti- 
rlkkub legislations of, 81, 82f*, 446n; as pre¬ 
sented by Bash., 233; bibliography on, 82n; 
chronology of, 49f*; credited with reply to 
ByK cal. query, 324*; Ibn Daud's struggle 
against, 207n, 346n, 359n; Ibn Taras introdu¬ 
cing book of, into Castille, 359n; idealistic 
presentation of, 8, 188n, 243f; invoking R. 
dicta, 241; last Palestinian leader, 8, 244, 
324, 446; Lucki ascribing an ON also to, 
433nf; new formulation of prohibition of fire on 
Sabbath by, 266f; on BcnN, 274*; on Talmud, 
241, 243f; persistent memory of SpK contacts 
with, 346*; philosophical writings of, 207n; 
popular in Spain even among R., 346n, 359n; 
pupil of Abu'l-Faraj Harun, 50; pupil of 
al-Basir, 50, 81, 82n, 83, 446n; representing 
late Golden Age, 8, 185nf, 207, 324; students 
coming to, from Byz„ 8; teacher of Jacob b. 
Simon, 188, 188nf;TbM’s ON wrongly ascribed 
to, 278n, 324n; translated by Jacob b. Simon, 
188, 188nf, 446; wrongly credited with lenient 
'omer laws, 278n; wrongly identified as author 
of ELA, 245nf, 365n 

-'s: Bereshith Rabba, 346n, 359n, 435n; 
Book of Incest (Kilab al-Arayolh), 188n, 
446; Commentary on Pentateuch, 49n, 274 
“Yeshu'ah myth," 244* 

Yibbum, see Levirate Marriage 
Yiddish, 192 
Yobel, see Jubilee 

“Yoke of Precepts” ["of Law”], 231n 
Yom Klppur [Day of Atonement], 255n, 281*, 
345, 377* 

Yom Teru’ah [Feast of Trumpets], 281 
Yudghan of Hamadan, 8, 16, 214 
Yudghanism, Yudghanites, 367* 


Zadok, 276nf 

Zadokite Literature [Fragments], 4n, 20, 254n, 
289nf 

[az-]Za'farani, see Musa az-Za'farani 

Zebulun, 174 

Zechariah, 316n, 361 

Zerahyah Hallevi, 237n 

Zero'im [Carmathians], 89n 

Zion, 23, 299*, 310*, 313 

Zion, Mt., 22 

Zlonide, Yehudah Hallevi's, 173n 
Zionism, Zionist, 16, 22, 301 
Z oi (Jewess), 198 
Zoih hat-Torah, 436n 




